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PROCEEDINGS OF
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

FOR THE YEAR 1917

Fifteenth Annual Meeting held at Philadelphia,
June 13 and 14, 1917.

The meeting was held in Horticultural Hall on the evening
of Wednesday, June 13th. Meeting called to order at 8 o'clock.
Among those present at the meeting, or who attended the exhib

ition, were Messrs. Barron, Bonnewitz, Boyd, Chambers, Farr,
Fewkes, Gifford, Harris, Humphreys, Kelsey, Lane, McFadden,
Geo. Peterson, Saunders, E. K. Schultz, A. H. Scott, Shaw, G. N.
Smith, Styer, W. H. Thurlow, Weage, Wister, Mrs. Harding,
Mrs. Mellick, Mrs. Taylor.
The minutes of the Directors' meeting of last April were read,

and the minutes of the Society's meeting of June 1916 were read
and approved.
The President in his address congratulated the Society on the

present exhibition, which had a larger list of entries than any
previous one. It is a pity, the speaker said, that our shows, in
spite of postponements, are always too early, for thus we never
see the fine late sorts well staged. It would be well worthwhile
for growers living south of the show to take special pains to bring
up a collection of the later sorts.
Mr. Farr then reported on the progress of the Manual. Be

tween four and five hundred descriptions are now completed and
the remaining work is outlined and mapped so that we know what
is ahead of us. The appearance of Mrs. Harding's book necessi
tated some revision of the plan of the Society's Manual, since it
was undesirable to duplicate any more than necessary what was
already in print.
The President spoke in praise of the News Bulletins, and ex

pressed the opinion that they were proving of interest not only to
our members but to the outside public as well. He touched then
on the subject of peony diseases, and then spoke at some length
regarding the planting under the Society's auspices at Washing



ton. In this connection he suggested that Messrs. Mulford and
Beal, who were both present, should later be asked to speak on
the peony collections at Washington and Cornell respectively.

The Treasurer's report was then presented, showing a balance
of $1625.45. This balance would be largely increased when the
unpaid dues for the present year were collected. Messrs. Brown
and Gifford were appointed a committee to audit the Treasurer's
accounts.
It was moved and carried that $500 be appropriated for the

purchase of a Liberty Bond.
The Judges' report had to be omitted as it had not been pos

sible so early to get the details from the office of the Horticultural
Society. Mr. Fewkes as chairman of the judges' committee re
ported however that a special Award of Merit had been given to
Mr. Farr for the bloom of the hybrid yellow tree peony La Lor
raine.
It was moved and carried that the Secretary be instructed to

have a form engraved for such awards ; that the term Certificate
of Merit be reserved for new seedlings which receive the approval
of the Society and that the Award of Merit be applied in such
cases as the present, where the exhibitor is not the originator of
the variety.
The plan worked out by the Directors at their last meeting for

the certificating of new varieties (see News Bulletin No. 4,
pp. 6-7) was adopted, and the Secretary was authorized to have
printed a special form for a preliminary certificate as recom
mended.

A communication was then read from Prof. White of Cornell
University urging on the Society the desirability of keeping the
Cornell collection as complete as possible through gifts of the
newer varieties. Prof. Beal gave some account of the present
state of the collection which remained in the hands of the Univer
sity when the Peony Society's large planting was broken up. In
answer to the question whether any peony specialist or enthusiast
was now working over the Cornell collection, Prof. Beal replied
that at present there was no one, but as a reorganization of the
work was now going on, there were hopes that someone would
soon be found to continue the study of peonies.
Mr. Farr recommended to the members the desirability of con

tributing examples of the newer sorts to the Cornell collection.
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Prof. Mulford then addressed the meeting on the subject of
the collection at Washington. After describing the general situa
tion and plans for the planting there, Prof. Mulford stated that
between four and five hundred varieties had been received last
fall and planted in ten separate beds arranged for fifty-two plants
in a bed. All had come through the winter in good condition,
many had bloomed in the spring, and the beds were now in fine
condition of growth. The speaker appealed for further gifts in
order that the gaps might be filled out, and also asked that sug
gestions should be sent in as to what notes should be kept, and
what line of work should be followed up for the benefit of peony
culture. Mr. Farr made the suggestion that lists of the collections
at Cornell and Washington should be made up and sent about to
those who might be able to contribute, in order to avoid duplica
tion of varieties.
Advancing to other business, an amendment was made to the

Constitution of the Society, fixing the fee for Life Membership at
$25.00. Further, $150 was voted for the publication of two News
Bulletins during the present year. The expense of these bulletins
has increased partly from the general recent rise in prices, and
partly because it is desirable now to print a rather large issue in
order that we may have an ample supply in reserve. The edition
is now 750 copies of each issue.
On recommendation of the Directors, the following resolution

was adopted : That where 25 members in a locality make appli
cation, the Society shall supply both a silver medal and $25 for a
local show.
The Treasurer was authorized to repay to Mr. Farr his ex

penses in New York, and to the Secretary his railroad expenses to
Reading in connection with work on the Manual. The sums in
volved were between $18 and $19 in each case.
The Secretary presented a list of incomplete or wanting descrip

tions, which are needed for the Manual and asked the co_opera
tion of the members in filling out these gaps. (The Secretary will
be glad to hear from anyone who will undertake to make descrip
tions or revise those already in hand.)
The recommendation of the Directors was adopted, that Gar

den Clubs should not for the present be received as members of
the Society.
The subject of the root-gall disease was brought up for discus_

ion. Mr. Farr was of the opinion that growers are often unduly
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concerned over it. His observations have led him to the con
clusion that this disease is largely the result of improper planting ;
that healthy roots may become diseased through being planted
under bad conditions; and that diseased roots may regain their
health if given more favorable surroundings. The disease is not
communicable from a diseased root set next to healthy plants, nor
has it any connection with the Botrytis fungus of leaves and
stems. Mr. Farr warned especially against cutting stems too
close to the ground. When stems are so cut, the buds which
should form at the base of each stem do not properly develop.
In the discussion which followed Messrs. Brown, G. N. Smith,

Fewkes, and Beal took part.

The invitation which was extended to the Society by the Ohio
Horticultural Society, the Cleveland Florists' Club, and the Gar
den Club of Cleveland, to hold the next meeting in Cleveland, was
gratefully accepted.

The following officers were elected :

President, James Boyd.
Vice President, A. H. Fewkes.
Secretary, A. P. Saunders.
Treasurer, J. H. Humphreys.
Director to serve for three years, B. H. Farr.
Director in place of Mr. Boyd, L. R. Bonnewitz.

The appreciation of the Society was expressed to Mr. Farr who
had held the office of President since 1909, and whose period of
office had been so fruitful for the Society both in work accom
plished and in the growth in membership and influence of the
organization.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following report :

"The American Peony Society wishes to express its thanks to
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and its Secretary, Mr.
Rust, and to the Flower Show Association of the Main Line, for
their enthusiasm and help in carrying on the annual exhibition of
the Society and further they most fully appreciate the unselfish
spirit of their own local committee, Messrs. Boyd, Schultz, and
Scott, in securing the co_operation of the above Societies and
supervising the arrangements of this year's exhibition. The
Society further remembers in its thanks the services of the judges,
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who have made a long trip to serve, and also the aid of those good
friends who have contributed to the special premiums and general
schedule."
Adopted.
The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined the

accounts of the Treasurer and had found them correct. Their
report was adopted.
A list of thirty-two applicants for membership was presented

by the Secretary, and all were declared elected.
The Treasurer was instructed to write to members three years

or more in arrears in the payment of dues, informing them that
failure to pay up back dues within one month from the receipt
of notification will involve their being dropped from the list.
Mr. Humphreys suggested as a means of identification, that

members attending our shows should be provided with buttons
bearing a number, and that a corresponding numbered list of the
members be printed and distributed ; the purpose of this being to
promote acquaintance among the members. This was referred to
the Directors for action.
Adjourned.

THE EXHIBITION

Monday and Tuesday, June 13 and 14, ipi7.
Horticultural Hall, Philadelphia.

After a rather hectic morning, spent by the exhibitors in the.
exhausting task of staging their blooms, the show was at last
ready pretty well on time in the afternoon, and the expectant pub
lic was allowed to rush in, and gaze and wonder. There was not
indeed such a crowd waiting outside as we had the previous year
in New York, for an innovation had been made this year, and a 50
cent admission for the benefit of the Red Cross was asked of all
visitors. But there were many who had the price, and while the
attendance was never at one time large enough to fill the hall,
there was a steady stream of interested visitors all afternoon and
evening, and all the following day, so that by the end the sum of
$152 had been taken at the door.

5



The weather was merciful; that is to say, not too hot; hence
good for the blooms. And it must be said at once to the credit of
the Local Committee whose members had worked so hard, that
the number of entries was very much larger than at any of our
previous shows, and the blooms staged were at least equal in
quality and variety to anything that has ever been set up on our
exhibition tables.

Several very interesting varieties appeared here in full glory
for the first time. If you will review your memories of peony
shows looking back a number of years, you will find that certain
kinds "emerge" at this show or at that, present themselves in
force and assert their right to recognition among the select best.
It rarely happens that the same sorts dominate the field in suc
cessive years. I remember a show in Boston years ago, at which
Lady Alexandra Duff was sensationally fine, and I recall a most
magnificent vase of Madame Emile Galle staged also in Boston.
Therese has been the outstanding sort in one or two of our more
recent shows. In Philadelphia the first two of these cut no figure
at all, and even Therese could not be called conspicuous among
the best. On the other hand, no peony lover who was there will
be likely to forget the blooms of Le Cygne, La Fee, Jubilee,
Eugenie Verdier. The first three particularly were in superb
form, and set a standard of quality that threw many a good
variety into the shade.

Those who saw the exhibition on the first day only, did not get
all there was to be had from it, for several of the exhibits did not
come up well until the second day. The season was a peculiar one.
We are none of us likely to have forgotten it yet. All seasons
are indeed peculiar, but this one will surely hold the record for
some time to come. Imagine a show in Philadelphia on June 13
and 14 being too early even for many of the growers in that
neighborhood, and quite out of the question for the Long Island
section. As for Boston and other places in northern latitudes, it

would have been easier to send from there blooms of the 1916
crop than of this year's. The writer of this, who hails from Clin
ton, N. Y., not far from the Adirondacks, made desperate efforts
to get Officinalis Rubra Plena ready by forcing it in the kitchen ;

but in vain, and when he got home from the show, the buds were
still unopened.
To proceed now to the individual classes.
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Class 1 was as usual the large open class. Under the new rule
this is limited to 100 varieties instead of reading "not less than
100" as formerly. The improvement in the general quality of the
blooms set up shows that the change was a good one. No one is
now tempted to stage inferior blooms in order to defeat his com
petitor by sheer weight of numbers.
In this class Mr. Boyd was an obvious winner over Mr. Farr

and Mr. Wister, who took second and third places in the order
named. No professional grower need feel distressed to be
beaten by a "mere amateur" when the amateur happens to be Mr.
Boyd. Among the fine things in his display were : Grover Cleve
land; Longfellow (Brand), of a charming deep vivid red; Rosa
Bonheur, very lovely ; Avalanche, holding its own calmly in com
petition with the newer whites; Madame Jules Dessert, with
grand broad petalage ; Sarah Bernhardt ; a notably fine bloom of
La Perle; Therese, of couse, with the good ones; Mary Brand,
(Brand) another good dark red, though not looking quite so good
in color as Longfellow; Madame Emile Lemoine; and Pierre
Reignoux.
In Mr. Farr's exhibit were some beauties, La Fee, Marguerite

Gerard, Madame E. Lemoine, a grand bloom of that old variety
Atrosanguinea, Estafette, a fine broad-petalled pink. This ex
hibit was very strong in the newer things, especially in the Hollis
varieties, though not many of these as they were staged could
quite win a place in the blue ribbon class.
In Mr. Wister's group there was Madame de Galhau, very fine ;

Therese, very good ; Beauty's Mask, Madame Forel, and again
Madame Jules Dessert. This last certainly looks like a sort that
has come to stay.
In Class 2, vase or basket of 100 blooms arranged for effect,

the judges left the first place vacant, and gave the second place to
Mrs. John Gribbel of Wyncote, Penna., (John Fox, gardener)
for a handsome mixed vase of good blooms, among which a white
Japanese sort without name was conspicuously fine. The third
prize went to Miss Gwen Baugh of Media, Pa., for a good vase
of an unnamed dark red, one of the older kinds, perhaps Louis
van Houtte. It was found later that the exhibits from Mrs.
Gribbel's garden in this and the next class were not eligible under
the rules of the Penna. Horticultural Society.
Class 3 was for a collection of 25 varieties, 3 blooms of each,

and here the first place was given to Mr. Farr, who staged a
7



grand lot of bloom in the following varieties : La Perle, Suzanne
Dessert, Germaine Bigot, Atrosanguinea, Triomphe du Nord,
Goliath, Lamartine, Mme. Boulanger, Miss Salway, Umbellata
rosea (surprisingly good), Le Cygne, La Fee, Freedom, Mlle.
Rousseau, Waterloo, Paul Fisher, Berlioz, Mme. Emile Lemoine,
Karl Rosenfield, Festiva maxima, James Kelway, Adolphe Rous
seau, Duchesse de Nemours, Felix Crousse, Gloire de Chas.
Gombault.
The second place was accorded to Mrs. John Gribbel, for an

exhibit that included a good many of the older sorts, but some
of them very well done. Among the varieties staged were,
L'Eclatante, Mrs. Langtry, Festiva maxima, Felix Crousse,
Modeste Guerin, Canari, Due de Wellington, Victoria tricolor,
Couronne d'Or.
Third to Mr. Wister of Germantown. This exhibit was much

better the second day of the show, and included fine blooms of
Sarah Bernhardt, Mme. Emile Lemoine, Mme. Forel, M. Dupont,
Avalanche; but there were in it some of rather inferior quality.
Three good blooms under the name President Taft were subjected
to frequent comparisons with the Reine Hortense in other ex
hibits. Readers of the Bulletin will remember that President Taft
and Reine Hortense are considered by a good many growers to
be identical. A comparison of the cut blooms tended to confirm
this impression in the minds of all who saw them placed side by
side.
In this class Mr. Schultz staged an exhibit which was not far

enough advanced to be in the running when the judges did their
work ; but by the second day there were some grand blooms in it ;
a Marie Jacquin that was really exquisite; Festiva maxima,
Adolphe Rousseau, Avalanche, all in grand form. Here also
appeared the redoubtable Lady Alexandra Duff, but only a mod
erately good bloom of that famous I had almost said notorious
variety.
In Class 4 collection of single varieties Mr. Farr staged

a good representative collection of singles in a wide range of
color. But they do not hold well in an exhibition hall, and by the
second day there was not much beauty left in them. Single
peonies do however undeniably catch the eye of the visitor
especially of the superior sex. She likes "those lovely yellow
centres". It would probably be worth while for our professional
friends to take more pains in setting up the single blooms ; some
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should be brought along in bud to replace the faded blooms and
keep the group looking fresh.
The second prize in this class was given to A. P. Saunders, who

staged officinalis varieties and Wittmanniana hybrids.
Class 5, for a collection of Japanese varieties, was something

of a disappointment. Neither of the prize-winning exhibits,
which were from Mr. Farr and Mr. Wister, were really ade
quately representative of the beauty of the Japanese type of
bloom. It would, I think, be of advantage in both the single and
Japanese class to specify three blooms of a kind or even to let the
exhibitor stage as many of a kind as he wished up to a specified
limit. Where only one bloom is placed in each vase, the effect is
rather meagre, the blooms having neither the size nor the solidity
of the double sorts.
Class 6 was for 25 blooms, white or cream, one variety, and

the first prize went to Mr. Farr for a nice lot of Boule de Neige ;

the second to Mr. Newbold of Jenkintown (Thos. W. Logan,
Supt.) for a group of Festiva maxima; a third vase in this class
was disqualified because not all of one variety.
In Class 7, for 25 blooms light pink or pink and cream, Mrs.

Chas. T. Jones of Pitman, N. J., took first with L'Indispensable,
and Mr. Farr second with Marguerite Gerard.
In Qass 8, for 25 blooms, dark pink, the first went to Mr. Farr

who staged M. Jules Elie, the second to Mrs. Chas. T. Jones with
Mme. Forel, and the third to Mr. C. B. Newbold for a vase of
Edulis superba.
Class 9, 25 blooms, red or crimson, brought out a nice fresh

bunch of Felix Crousse from Mr. Farr, which took first place, the
second going to an unnamed vase_full staged by Mr. Newbold,
apparently one of the older reds ; Mr. Scott took third place with
Felix Crousse.
Class 10 was a hot class six specimen blooms any one variety.

There were 25 entries in this class ; but the number actually staged
was less than this. The judges had no difficulty in picking out
the best half dozen vases, but to decide on the best and the second
best out of these was no easy matter. Mr. Herbert K. Taylor, Jr.,
of Ogontz, Pa., had a grand half dozen of Madame Geissler, but
after some deliberation it was the unanimous opinion of the
judges that the first prize should go to Mrs. Pleas' variety Jubilee,
staged by Miss Clara Anderson of Van Wert, Ohio. Madame
Geissler was ahead in bulk and solidity, but the blooms of Jubilee
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were of finer quality, and on the first afternoon of the show they
were really charming in their fluffy whiteness. A bloom of
Jubilee is not unlike what one would get by taking the top half of
a very large bloom of Mont Blanc. The flowers have a very wide
spread, and a delicate lacy texture. One hears the complaint
sometimes that the stem is not adequate to the large blooms, but
I do not know how serious a defect this is.
In this class several vases that did not get placed deserve a

mention for their high quality. Baroness Schroeder was one of
these ; also La Fee staged by Mr. Maule was excellent ; it had not
come up properly when the judges did their work, but by the sec
ond day of tlje show it had opened up magnificently, and was then,
in my opinion, one of the finest things in the hall. Beauty's Mask
was also conspicuously good, especially on the second day.
Class 11 was quite sensational. One specimen bloom, double.

The Secretary's book showed 33 entries, and the number of
blooms must have been well over 25. Those who saw the incom
parable blooms of Le Cygne, Walter Faxon, La Fee, as well as the
beautiful Jubilee and Madame Geissler, staged in this class, will
have a vision of beauty in their minds that should not soon fade
out. For size and quality there was nothing in the entire group
that could rival Mr. Boyd's Le Cygne, which consequently re
ceived the first award. The second place was given to Walter
Faxon, staged by Mr. J. Irwin Scott, of Swarthmore, Pa. This
bloom had not the size of several of the others, but in color it was
quite extraordinary. It is of a bright clear pink that might be
called salmon rose, and suggests the vivid pinks we have in the
tree peonies.
Why has Walter Faxon been so rarely shown in the past ? Is it

because stocks are small and demand always relatively strong, so
that there are few established plants from which fine blooms can
be had? Or did circumstances combine to give a bloom of un
precedented quality on Mr. Scott's plant ? Anyway it looked like
a peony that should have a future before it.
In class 12, one specimen bloom, single, there was no award.

Almost all the blooms entered in the class were Japanese, not
singles, and the few true singles that were staged were too poor
in quality to receive the approval of the judges.
Class 13, specimen bloom of new variety, double, introduced

since 1910, was won by Mr. Boyd with a bloom of Frances Shay-
lor, a large white, somewhat in the form of Baroness Schroeder,
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but with short yellow petals scattered through the wider white
ones. A fresh bloom brought in the second day was particularly
fine. Mr. Shaylor is to be congratulated on this seedling, which, if
its habit is good, ought to make its mark.
Class 14, for a collection of new varieties, double, introduced

since 1900, was one of the best and most interesting classes in the
show. It was a pleasure to see the new American sorts so well
represented. Mr. Boyd took the first premium with a very fine
group of blooms, among which Martha Bulloch, Mary Brand, and
Mary Woodbury Shaylor were conspicuously good. In Mr.
Farr's exhibit, which took second place, foreign novelties pre
dominated, and among these Madame Gaudichau was one of the
best; of a fine dark red color, near that of M. Martin Cahuzac,
this variety should make up into a grand bloom. Another beauty
was Lorch, one of the Goos and Koenemann introductions a
flesh white and cream conbination of fine quality. Some of the
new pink sorts from France strike one as not good in color. Do
the French tolerate better than we do, the pinks that verge on
magenta, or is there perhaps something in our intemperate sun
light that causes the color to deteriorate ?
Class 15, for a specimen bloom of a new seedling, had no entry.

There was also no competition for Mrs. Harding's prize, which
came in as class 16. It is a great pity that there are not more
seedlings shown in our exhibitions; but it is my belief and hope
that a good many enthusiasts are now at work, and that a few
more years may see a great change.
Class 17, vase of 6 blooms, double, grown more than 300 miles

from Philadelphia. First to Miss Clara Anderson of Van Wert,
Ohio, with Engenie Verdier; second to Mrs. Lee R. Bonnewitz,
of Van Wert, with Madame de Verneville. Both of these were
good vases, and it was a real pleasure to see the Van Wert en
thusiasts rewarded for their devotion and pains. Would that
there were ten such cities.
Class 18 was for an arrangement of peonies in vase, bowl, or

basket. Mrs. A. H. Scott took first for a basket of Festiva max
ima, Mrs. F. H. Bachmann of Jenkintown, second for a mixed
vase in various colors.
Mrs. Scott deserves the gratitude of the Society for having

made a corner of the exhibition hall beautiful with not one or two
but more nearly eight or ten graceful arrangements of peonies in
baskets and vases. Particularly good, besides her prize-winning
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basket, was a bowl of M. Martin Cahuzac, a basket of M. Jules
Elie, and a superb basket of Sarah Bernhardt. Anyone who has
made such bouquets knows that they are not set up in a moment,
and it is hard to see how Mrs. Scott found time for them in the
hurry of those days. There they were at any rate, and they were
a delight to all beholders. Unfortunately, a photographer later
got his hands on them, and marred two or three almost beyond
recognition "improving" them, presumably, for his camera.

We now pass to the so-called Advanced Amateur Classes.
These were designed for the amateur with a large collection ; what
we might call the specialist amateur.
The first class in this group, No. 19, for not more than 100

named varieties, brought out three excellent exhibits from the
three members of our Local Committee; and evidently in order
that perfect harmony should not be destroyed, the prizes were
awarded in the order of precedence of the members of that com
mittee ; to the Chairman first, Mr. Boyd ; and then second and
third to Messrs. Schultz and Scott, in the order named.
Mr. Boyd's exhibit was particularly fine on the first day of the

show. On the other hand the date was somewhat early for Mr.
Schultz, so that his blooms were decidedly better the second day
than the first ; and indeed had the judging taken place a day later
than it did, Mr. Schultz's exhibit might very easily have come into
first place.
Among the conspicuous beauties in Mr. Boyd's collection were :

Le Cygne, of course ; Mireille, looking like a smaller Le Cygne ;
Grover Cleveland. And in Mr. Schultz's, Le Cygne again, Marie
Jacquin, Mont Blanc, (the only really adequate bloom of this
variety in the hall), Mme. Lemoinier, Philomele, of exceptional
size, Germaine Bigot, Carnea elegans, General Bertrand ; and tow
ards the end of the second day a bloom of Solange came on grand-

iy
-

Mr. Scott's exhibit was hardly equal to the other two at any
time ; but there were fine blooms in it, among which I noted M.
Jules Elie, La Fee, Reine Hortense, Therese.
Class 20, collection of not more than 50 named varieties, double.

The competitors in Class 19 were not eligible for this class.
The first prize went to Mrs. Arthur H. Bailey of Harrisburg,

who showed among other good things a fine Livingstone and good
Primevere and Mrs. Geo. Bunyard. The second prize was taken

12



by Mrs. J. Leslie Davis, Haverford, (Frank Coll, gardener).
There were some nice blooms in this group also, but the mix
ture of names was like an echo from the days twenty years back,
before the Peony Society existed. Here were found blooms
marked Splenditina, Pagemine, Atte, Victor de Ain, and with
other equally mysterious appellations ; but along with these a
good many of the older sorts appeared under their correct names.
Class 21 was for ten named varieties, three blooms of each.

The first prize was won by Mr. Edmund W. Maule of Moores-
town, N. J., with the following: Beauty's Mask, La Fee, Mme.
Auguste Dessert, Mme. D. Treyeran, Marguerite Gerard, Baron
ess Schroeder, Sarah Bernhardt, Albatre, Ne plus ultra, Splen-
dida. A very good lot ; the first three in the list notably fine. La
Fee certainly did come into its own at Philadelphia.
The second place was taken by Mrs. Herbert Taylor, Ogontz,

Pa., with Avalanche, Alfred de Musset, Daybreak, Charles Bind
er, Madame de Vatry, M. Bastien-Lepage, Marchioness of Lans-
downe (fine), L'Indispensable (extra good) Flambeau, Mme.
d'Hour.
Third to Mrs. J. Leslie Davis with Couronne d'Or, Madame de

Bollemont, Victor Hugo, Venus, Charles Verdier, Triomphe de
l'Exposition de Lille, Festiva maxima, Mme. Lebon, and a couple
more.
Class 22, for a collection of single and Japanese varieties,

brought out a nice showing in a good variety of color from Mr.
E. K. Schultz, who took first prize, the second going to Mr. A.
H. Scott, the third to A. P. Saunders.
Class 23. Collection of white varieties, double. First to Mrs.

A. H. Bailey with a good group, in which Primevere and La
Tendresse stood out. Second to Mr. A. H. Scott who had Mont
Blanc, James Kelway, La Tulipe, Festiva maxima, and other
good ones. Third to Mr. Schultz, whose group was rather un
equal, but included fine Albatre, Duchesse de Nemours, Festiva
maxima, and a good Mont Blanc.
Class 24, for a collection of light pink or pink and cream var

ieties, double, brought out a beautiful series from Mr. Boyd, in
cluding Sarah Bernhardt, Walter Faxon, Therese, La Perle, and
other jewels ; second to Mr. Schultz who showed, among his
best, Marchioness of Lansdowne, Octavie Demay, Eugenie Ver
dier (a grand variety, not yet surpassed by the more recent in
troductions of the same type, so far as I have seen them) ; also
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Umbellata rosea looking very bright and pretty. Third to Mr. A.
H. Scott who brought on La Fee again in fine condition, also
Lamartine and other good ones.
Class 25 was for a collection of dark pink varieties, double.

Here Mr. Scott scored first, and I have noted in his exhibit La
Fee again, conspicuous even in good company ; and Eugene Reig_
noux, very large, though rather coarse. Second to Mr. Schultz
who staged Edulis superba, General Bertrand, and other early
pinks. Third to Mrs. A. H. Bailey, whose collection was some
what small but included some good blooms, a Mme. Forel, for
instance, and Kelway's Queen very choice in color.
Class 26, for a collection of red or crimson varieties gave Mrs.

Bailey a first with a good lot in which Adolphe Rousseau shone
out, though Felix Crousse and Delachei were also in good condi
tion. Mr. Scott came second with a group of standard reds ; and
Mr. Schultz third.
We reach now the Novice Amateur Classes. These are the

"protected" classes for those growing less than 50 plants. There
was a very gratifying number of entries in the four classes pro
vided under this head, thirty-two entries in all ; and the blooms
were of fine quality. Nothing appeared here that has not al
ready been noted in other classes ; Festiva maxima and Jubilee,
Eugenie Verdier and M. Jules Elie, Mme. Geissler and Edulis
superba, Felix Crousse; these contributed the winning sorts, and
the prizes fell as follows :
Class 27. Three blooms white, double, one variety.
First, Mrs. R. S. Holt, W. Summit, N. J.
Second, Mrs. Owen Moon, Jr., Trenton, N. J.
Third, Mrs. John M. Webster, Van Wert.

Class 28, for light pinks,
First, Thomas T. Taylor, Ogontz, Pa.
Second, Mrs. Owen Moon, Jr.
Third, Mrs. F. H. Jarrett, Bethayres, Pa.

Class 29, for dark pinks,
First, Herbert K. Taylor, Jr., Ogontz.
Second, Fisher L. Boyd, Haverford.
Third, Mrs. J. Howard Ervien, Ogontz.

Class 30, for dark reds,
First, William T. Taylor, Ogontz.
Second, Fisher L. Boyd.

Class 31 was for a collection of five varieties, double, one of
14



each. This gave Mr. Boyd an opportunity to run off with an
other first prize, with a fine group of blooms, including a particu
larly good Pierre Duchartre, also Martha Bulloch, and Couronne
d'Or. The second prize was taken by Captain J. Franklin Mc-
Fadden, of Rosemont, Pa., with an exhibit containing a good
Grizel Muir, a variety not often seen.
This class and the following were open only to members of the

Flower Show Association of the Main Line, a suburban organi
zation, and the premiums were provided either by that associa
tion or else by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.
Class 32 was for a collection of five varieties, three of each,

the prize being a silver cup which must be won three years in suc
cession to remain the property of the winner. Mr. Boyd won it
in 1916, and now for the second time in 1917, staging Martha
Bulloch in very fine form, Baroness Schroeder, Grover Cleveland,
Auguste Villaume, Mlle. Leonie Calot.
There remain only a couple of classes for mixed perennials;

one for a collection of six varieties, the other for twelve. In the
first of these classes there were some fine vases of Roses, Del
phiniums, Lupines, and particularly Canterbury Bells. The
first prize was awarded to Mr. W. S. Ellis, Bryn Mawr, Pa., the
second to Mr. John A. Brown, Devon. Pa.
In the second of these classes the only exhibitor was A. P.

Saunders who staged a variety of spring flowers, including Tree
Peonies, which as usual attracted a good deal of attention from
the visitors.
No account of the show would be complete without a mention

of the bloom of the new hybrid tree peony La Lorraine, staged
by Mr. Farr and given a special Award of Merit. This large
double yellow peony, raised by Messrs. Lemoine and Sons, is, as
most of our members well know, a hybrid between a Japanese
Tree Peony and Peonia lutea. It was hard to say from this one
bloom how much merit the variety would have as a garden plant,
but of its importance as the forerunner of a race of yellow peonies
there can be no doubt. In a recent number of the Garden Maga
zine (September) Mr. Barron has a note on this variety together
with a photograph made from a bloom in Rochester, N. Y. Mr.
Barron states that Mr. Havemeyer exhibited it before the Hor
ticultural Society of New York. It would be interesting to
know whether any of our other members have bloomed the plant
this year.
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The exhibition at Philadelphia was on the whole most credit
able ; much of it very fine. It was however characterized as our
previous shows have been, by a lack of plan in the arrangement
of the blooms. The result of this is that while the show may be
quite satisfactory to the specialist, who asks only that he may see
the flowers in a well-developed state, it makes almost nothing of
the immense decorative possibilities of the peony, which it is so
very desirable to make known to the general public.
We have all felt this defect in the staging of our shows, and we

should all be glad to follow a line of improvement. The difficul
ty is in requiring anything more of the exhibitor in the very
short time at his disposal, than that he should simply get his
blooms laid out in some kind of order in the ugly bottles from the
milk depot.
Mr. Boyd has suggested that a committee of ladies be asked

to assume the responsibility for the arrangement of the exhibits,
with a particular eye to a more decorative ensemble. This is a
good suggestion. Those who are responsible for our next show
will be able, let us hope, to put it into practice.
Another improvement that should be made, and an easier one,

is in the adoption of a better system of labelling. A good many
of the blooms this year were labelled with little string tags, often
lost among foliage or even drowned in the water of the jar, and,
when found, well-nigh illegible. I am disposed to think that a
set of printed names on slips of paper available in the hall to ex
hibitors would offer the best solution of this difficulty, and if
this suggestion meets with approval I will have such cards pre
pared before the next show. The supplies could be kept in en
velopes, set up in alphabetical ordsr in a box, and it would not be
a great expense of time for the exhibitor to pick out even a hun
dred or more of them.
Our hard-working Local Committee deserve the thanks of all

of us for bringing together in so unfavorable a season, an ex
hibit of which the Society may well be proud.
It should be a special source of satisfaction that a large number

of the prize-winning blooms were from varieties of American
origin. Mrs. Pleas' Jubilee carried off the honors in Class 10,
Mr. Shaylor's Frances Shaylor in Class 13, while Richardson's
Walter Faxon came in second in Class 11. But besides these
there were many American sorts included in the winning col
lections, and here it was most interesting to see some of the Brand
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varieties, Martha Bulloch being shown in several different col
lections, and often in very fine form.
During one of the days of the show a most enjoyable excur

sion was made by a few of our visiting members to some of the
notable collections of peonies in the neighborhood of Philadel
phia, as well as to a few gardens famous in other ways. They
gave an enthusiastic report of their trip.
The judges for this show were A. H. Fewkes, Newton High

lands, Mass., Winthrop H. Thurlow, West Newbury, Mass., and
A. P. Saunders, Clinton, N. Y. It was provided that the mem
bers of the judges' committee should be eligible to compete, but
should not act in classes in which they had entered.

REPORTS OF LOCAL PEONY SHOWS
Massachusetts Horticultural Society

The following account of the Boston show has been kindly
furnished by Mr. A. H. Fewkes :

Considering the uncertain and backward season, combined with
a curtailed prize list offered by the Massachusetts Horticultural
Society, the Boston peony show proved better than might have
been expected.
It was held in conjunction with the rose and strawberry show,

on June 30 and July 1, the latest dates on which it has ever been
held here. It was perhaps a little late for the generality of var
ieties, but a week earlier sufficient bloom could not have been
obtained to make a respectable show. However, the late date
made available many of the varieties which ordinarily are not
seen at shows, and notwithstanding that there were but five
classes offered in the prize list for peonies, the display was re
markably good, and some fine blooms were shown; the most
noticeable being, Mrs. Charles S. Minot, Milton Hill, Walter
Faxon, La Lorraine, Alsace Lorraine, M. Martin Cahuzac, Sarah
Bernhardt, Marie, Lady Alexandra Duff, Rosa Bonheur, Kel-
way's Glorious, Marie Lemoine, Mme. Emile Galle, L'Eclatante,
E. G. Hill.
Lemoine's La Lorraine (the herbaceous variety of that name,

not the hybrid tree peony) was very noticeable among the spec_
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imens shown and attracted much attention. We have heard very
little about this variety beyond the remark that "it is one of the
good ones" ; but flowers of it shown at this exhibition prove it to
be more than that; it is one of the superb ones. Disbudded
blooms from well-established plants class along with such var
ieties as Le Cygne, Lady Alexandra Duff, Kelway's Glorious,
Therese, and several others of equal quality.
A prominent feature of the show was the table of seedlings

shown by E. J. Shaylor, of Auburndale, Mass. Great interest
centered around these, and the opinion was expressed that they
have set the pace for future American seedlings.
Six of them received first class certificates, and three honor

able mention. The varieties receiving certificates were Wilton
Lockwood, Frances Shaylor, Secretary Fewkes, Jessie Shaylor,
No. 65, and Wm. F. Turner. Honorable mention was awarded
to No. -35, Shaylor's Dream, and Alma.
T. C. Thurlow's Sons, Inc., made a splendid showing of var

ieties, all named, in large vases occupying the entire space along
the north wall of the hall. The Massachusetts Horticultural So
ciety's silver medal was awarded for this, as well as the silver
medal of the American Peony Society.
The display from the Wellesley Nursery by Geo. N. Smith of

specimen blooms was extensive, and included many fine blooms.
This exhibit also received an award of the Massachusetts Hor
ticultural Society's silver medal.
The varieties winning first prizes were as follows :
Twelve named varieties, double, one bloom of each: Rosa Bon-

heur, M. Martin Cahuzac, Walter Faxon, Mme. Bollet, Mme.
Geissler, Avalanche, Milton Hill, Lady Alexandra Duff, La Lor
raine, Kelway's Glorious, Etienne Mechin, L'Indispensable.
Six blooms pink, double, six varieties : Empress, Claire Dubois,

Modele de Perfection, M. Boucharlat aine, Madame Camille
Bancel, Livingstone.
Six blooms white, double, six varieties: Mireille, Albatre,

Madame Crousse, Marie, Mont Blanc, Baroness Schroeder.
There were no entries for singles or Japanese varieties.

The Northwestern Show

Mr. L. R. Bonnewitz, who was there, has obligingly written an
account of his impressions of the exhibition, in the following
terms :
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The first show of The Northwestern Peony and Iris Society
was a success for a first show, but the officers say they have
learned some things which will enable them to give a better show
next year.
The members had to enter their flowers three days in advance

of the show, and some of them could not tell so far in advance
what varieties would be ready to exhibit. The advance entry was
also a disadvantage to exhibitors who had to bring their flowers
from a distance, and the Secretary said in all probability the rule
for advance entry would be changed, so that exhibits could be
entered in the morning hours of the day of the show.
The premiums offered were not as numerous or as large as

at the Philadelphia show, and the competition not so keen, but
the Society at the time of the show had less than 125 members,
and so it could not be expected to make the showing of our older
Society.
The largest exhibit was made by D. W. C. Ruff, of St. Paul,

who showed many of the new and rare varieties. His vases of
Le Cygne, and of Martha Bulloch, were centres of attraction,
and his Madame Jules Dessert blooms were much larger and
finer than I had seen in the East.
Mr. Brand, of Faribault, Minn., showed only his own peonies,

many of which were still unnamed seedlings, and two of which
I expect to see develop into famous varieties.
Mr. Christman, the Secretary of the Society, made the largest

display of any one variety with an immense vase of "La
Verne". (?)
M. Traxler made a display of peonies which were delightful

not only for beauty of color and size and shape, but also for odor.
Four vases were shown filled with blooms which had been

brought over 600 miles, and which were in condition to compete
for any prize.
A picnic dinner in the shade of the trees, and addresses by the

Rev. C. S. Harrison, President of the Society, and other mem
bers of the Peony Society, gave additional interest to the meeting.
The gathering was held in the Gymnasium at the University
Farm, St. Paul, and on account of the location away from the
city it was a particularly sociable affair. Every one who attended
had given up business for the day, and the sole object was to see
the flowers, meet and get acquainted with other peony enthu
siasts.
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Rochester, N. Y.
The Rochester Florists' Association held its first peony show

on June 29 and 30, at Convention Hall. The show is reported
to have been a great success as far as- blooms were concerned,
though the attendance was rather disappointing.
The Department of Parks, possessing as is well known a very

fine and representative collection, made a large exhibit which oc
cupied the entire centre of the hall.
Local and near-by growers. came out strong, John Charlton

and Sons, Ellwanger and Barry, Jackson and Perkins, and others
from the flower-growing region about Rochester. Some of our
other members from a greater distance also sent or brought fine
displays of bloom: S. G. Harris, of Tarrytown, N. Y., B. H. Farr,
Wyomissing, Pa., Cottage Gardens Co., Queens, Long Island,
and T. C. Thurlow's Sons of West Newbury, Mass.

Spokane, Wash.

From the far west comes news that the peony enthusiasm is
catching hold out there; and the evidence is at hand in the first
peony show, probably, that has ever been held in the Pacific Coast
States. This took place at Spokane on June 27 and 28, and as it
is entitled on the prize list the "first annual" it is evidently to be
regarded now as an established event of the season. The show
was held in the rooms of the Spokane Seed Co., and our member,
Mr. L. C. Barrett of that company, sends a few brief but inter
esting notes. He says : "Eighteen exhibitors entered with a large
number of different varieties. The largest individual exhibit of
named varieties came from the gardens of Howard Weed at
Portland, Ore., while the largest entry of named varieties by an
amateur were from the garden of Mr. J. E. Munroe, Hayford,
Washington. The grand prize and vase was won by Mr. Munroe ;
while other exhibitors awarded ribbons were : Mrs. F. J. Walker,
Mrs. W. H. Wraight, Mrs. F. L. Wright, Mrs. P. Welch, Mr.
Conrad Wolfe, Mrs. Frank Graves, Waikiki Farms; all of Spo
kane.
The blooms attracting most attention were: Eugene Verdier,

M. Jules Elie, Asa Gray, Felix Crousse, Karl Rosenfield, L'ln-
dispensable.
A very large number of the entries made by amateurs were un

named. The exhibit has been of no little value to individuals
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in determining the varieties grown. Many wishes were ex
pressed for a continuance of the Show in the future, and it is
thought that it can be made much larger and of more value.
The premium list included fifteen classes, the premiums being

a vase and nearly $40 in cash prizes."

New Hartford, N. Y.
The Central New York Horticultural Society held its regular

peony show in New Hartford, in the early days of July. There
was a much better lot of bloom staged than in any preceding
year, showing that the peony is gradually "taking hold" with the
garden enthusiasts of Utica and the vicinity. All of our Utica
members took prizes, and among them they got most of what
was offered.

SOME NOTES FROM THE SOUTH
i

A peony enthusiast in Cordova, Walker Co., Alabama, Mr.
Pope M. Long, sends under the date of May 5, the following
very interesting record of his experiences with peonies in that
trying climate, a little south of latitude 34 :
"Our climate is undoubtedly unfavorable to peony culture,

and all Southern Agricultural papers claim that peonies cannot
be successfully grown here. This however is not true, as I have
several varieties now in bloom with as perfect flowers as can be
grown anywhere on earth. I have grown perfect peonies for ten
or twelve years, but to do so three things are necessary :

1. Plant only large undivided clumps. Small plants cannot
stand our long, hot summer and hence die before they become
acclimated.
2. Select plants and varieties of great vigor. The late vari

eties of the compact rose type rarely open their buds. So the
semi-rose or bomb type which bloom early or in midseason are
the best.
3. They must be protected from the hot afternoon sun, and

given plenty of water both in early spring and late summer.
If the above rules are followed, blooms from 7 to 9 inches can

be produced in great numbers; in fact the grandest blossoms I
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have ever seen have been produced in my home garden in Ala
bama. Some kinds do not thrive even with the best of treatment.
I give my experience with different varieties for the past three

years.
Victor Hugo, or Felix Crousse. These appear the same al

though I paid twice as much for what is called Victor Hugo.
The most prolific and reliable bloomer of my 40 varieties.
Festiva maxima ; always grand ; by far my most reliable white.
Therese; Marie Crousse. These two are my favorites, and

produce flowers of wonderful beauty. They open every bud.
M. Jules Elie; reliable, and one of the largest and best.
Mme. Geissler ; the largest flowers of all ; the mature flowers

are often 7 to 9 inches in diameter. I believe it the most ad
mired by the public of all the varieties I have.
La Tulipe ; vigorous and good.
Lamartine; a good bloomer, but of weak growth.
Jeanne d'Arc; splendid, and opens every bud.
Avalanche ; unreliable bloomer.
Baroness Schroeder; good.
Marguerite Gerard ; I can find no fault with this grand peony ;

one of my best in every way.
Reine Hortense; of almost unequalled beauty, and a fairly

good bloomer.
Adolphe Rousseau; Madame Bucquet. Not as reliable as

Felix Crousse, but open all buds and are well worth growing.
Asa Gray; splendid.
Eugene Verdier; Madame de Galhau; Auguste Villaume. No

one of these has ever produced a good mature bloom. Although
many buds form they never open out, but dry and shrivel up.
Claire Dubois ; has never produced a bud.
Duchesse de Nemours ; weak grower but good bloomer.
Edulis superba ; good.
Charles Verdier; good.
Madame Ducel ; grand, perfect blooms.
Madame Emile Galle; produces but few buds, but these open

into grand flowers of great beauty.
Albert Crousse; has never opened but one bud; this gave a

flower equal to any in beauty and size.
Marie Lemoine ; has never bloomed.
Madame Guerin; ( ?Modeste Guerin) ; ideal habits.
M. Dupont; shy bloomer.
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Rubra Superba; no buds.
Solfatare; uncertain.
Candidissima ; very fragrant and opens buds well.
Our summer comes so suddenly that the very late varieties

seem to be always uncertain; their buds too often dry up and
never mature,"

II
In response to a letter of inquiry as to what varieties prove

most satisfactory in Missouri, the answer given below was re
ceived from the Frank Wild Floral Co., at Sarcoxie, Jasper .Co.,
Missouri, a little south of latitude 37.
"Regarding the best varieties for this far south, those listed

below are very satisfactory, but many do not seem to do so well
farther south. Festiva maxima, Edulis superba, Queen Vic
toria and a few others of the early flowering type do well con
siderably farther south; possibly I might add Duchesse de
Nemours and Madame de Verneville. With a good cooling
plant it is possible to keep early cut buds for 30 days by the
thousand dozen for Decoration Day sales. Festiva maxima is
not a good keeper in storage for a long time. Some of the new
er varieties will no doubt prove satisfactory when they are avail
able in sufficient quantity for trial.
Some of the extra good ones in the list below are marked with

a star.
Alexandriana.

* Andre Lauries.
Couronne d'Or.

* Delicatissima.
* Duchesse d'Orleans.
* Duchesse de Nemours.
Duke of Wellington.
Edulis superba.
Felix Crousse
Festiva maxima.

* Floral Treasure.
Golden Harvest.

* Mme. de Verneville.
Modele de Perfection.
M. Crousse. (?)
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M. Dupont.
* Queen Victoria.
Umbellata rosea.
Officinalis rubra, rosea, and alba mutabilis.

Ill
Mr. Benjamin C. Auten of Carthage, Jasper Co., Missouri, al

so near latitude 37, gives his experiences in the following frank
and interesting letter:
"As to varieties of peonies for this district, I do not know so

much as 1 thought I did two years ago; the evidence year after
year is constantly contradicting itself. As to the time of bloom
ing, early varieties are good for the early market here, and to
ship north, but the latest are too early for Memorial Day, as the
blooming season is ordinarily all over by May 20.
If we could have cloudy skies all through May, with occa

sional rain, all varieties of peonies would be highly successful.
Early varieties such as Mme, de Verneville usually get through
all right; but from then on we are liable to have more or less of
a combination of parched soil, burning sky, and scorching wind.
When all three come together, peony buds open no matter how
immature ; what were little hard nubs in the morning being flat-
open inferior blooms in the afternoon. Claire Dubois seems
always to get through, with Modele de Perfection nearly as sure.
I wrote disparagingly a while ago of Baroness Schroeder.

Last year she did magnificently, but proved to be Monsieur Du
pont. I therefore take back what I said of the Baroness, and
disclaim all knowledge for the present regarding her."

NOTES TOWARD THE HISTORY OF THE
PEONY IN AMERICA

The following notes have been furnished in response to a re
quest for any recollections that would be interesting in connec
tion with the raising of American seedlings that have come into
commerce, or for memories of the earlier days of peony culture in
this country. The first instalment of these notes, from the pen
of Rev. C. S. Harrison, appeared in Bulletin 4, p. 26.
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1I. From T. C. Thurlow's Sons, West Newbury, Mass.

Some eighteen years ago the writer's father, who had been
growing and collecting Peonies for more than twenty years, wrote
an article for a trade paper on the Peony, giving the names and
descriptions of the latest introductions of those times. This led
to the sale of his entire stock, consisting of 70,000 plants. These
were not shipped until September and we boys were told that we
might collect and plant all the seed we could find. Naturally we
gathered it where it was the thickest and best, and this often
times happened to be on single flowered varieties and others which
were not the choicest. The seed grew well and it seemed a shame
to throw the little plants away, so they were all planted out in
rows and covered many acres with their foliage and, in later
years, their bloom. Then the process of selection began and here
and there, where a flower appeared better and of a distinct vari
ety, it was marked for future study. These selected plants were
put out in a trial bed and their qualities noted from year to year.
Cherry Hill was among this lot and when first selected was a
single and was chosen for its strength and vigor, as it stood
above all the others. In after cultivation it grew semi-double and
finally nearly double, although it still shows stamens in undevel
oped flowers.

We have a number of other seedlings not yet offered to the
public which are, we think, very fine indeed, but they are still
going through the grinding test of years. Every crow thinks her
own progeny the whitest and every propagator thinks his own
seedlings worthy of merit, but there are so many fine varieties
now that a new seedling, to make a name for itself, must be
distinct or far better than the variety which it supersedes.
This seems rather discouraging for the amateur who has only

a small plot of land for his purpose, but by careful selection of
seeds much better results may be accomplished. Lady Alexandra
Duff produces seeds abundantly and doubtless will be the parent
of a good many seedlings of merit. If one has only choice
peonies in his collection he should get some fine seedlings by nat
ural crossings, or those produced by bees and insects. The more
laborious, but by far the most fascinating method is hand pollen-
ization and surely, every peony enthusiast has room in his garden
for a hundred or more little plants in a trial bed.
There is danger of our multiplying our list of varieties so
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much that to the uninitiated it is a hopeless puzzle, and this is
where hand fertilization is valuable, as one is more likely to
make a distinct "break" as in the case of the Phlox Elisabeth
Campbell. The time is surely coming when salmon pinks and
yellows will be seen and we shall all await that day with impa
tience.

WlNTHROP H. THURLOW.

Mr. Thurlow accompanied the above notes with this interest
ing letter:
"I am enclosing a brief history of the origin of Cherry Hill

and some other of our seedlings.
History is prosiac and doubtless has been repeated by most

other growers but if there is anything in it to keep amateurs from
making the mistake of planting all kinds of peony seed, it will do
some good.
I believe that a carefully selected strain of seed would give

excellent results, as John Richardson must have planted only
comparatively few seeds, and yet raised such wonderful flowers.
His evolution of Walter Faxon and Milton Hill show a coloring
which seems to be among the lost arts, as we have not approached
to anything like it since, unless we look to the French who orig
inated Solange and Tourangelle."

These are the words of an experienced grower, and may well
be taken to heart by every beginner in peony culture.
The Messrs. Thurlow have been very conservative in naming

and offering varieties of their own raising. The variety Thur_
low's Double Red which was put on the market a good many
years ago is not now offered by them; it was studied by the
Nomenclature Committee at the Cornell plot, and considered to
be identical with the older variety Dr. Caillot.

In their catalogue for 1916-1917 the Messrs. Thurlow list only
the following of their seedlings :
Black Prince, single, dark red.
Single White.
Cherry Hill (1915) double, dark red.
Pride of Essex, double, flesh.
Winnikenni, double, cherry pink.
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//. From J. F. Rosenfield, Omaha, Nebraska.

In the year 1884 my love and enthusiasm for the peony had
its awakening.
I had procured several roots of each of some 25 of the hest

varieties offered in those days ; these were divided, and also add
ed to by new varieties from time to time
When they bloomed for me for the first time, I experienced an

indescribable thrill. I found the peony so very beautiful and at
the same time of such a rugged constitution that I at once de
termined that my little plot should grow and expand, even to
the extent of an acre or two ; little dreaming at that time of the
vast extent to which the little start was destined to grow, or the
career these flowers were to bring to me.
In the autumn of the first year I discovered among other things

that my plants had a few pods of ripe seeds. I gathered and
saved all of them, carefully planting them the following spring;
but not any of them came up. I searched in vain for some liter
ature on the peony, for none could be found. Experiments were
continued, trying various conditions and times of planting, sow
ing the greater part of my seed the following fall when it was
just ripe. I was finally rewarded the following spring for they
came up in fine shape. This little bunch of seedlings were looked
upon as something precious, and were very carefully guarded.
The little tiny plants appeared so small that they were left in the
seed bed for two years, being slightly covered during the first
winter. In the early fall of their second year, they were trans
planted to where they finally were to bloom.
Two years more of patient waiting brought forth a few of the

long looked for precious flowers. They were almost all single,
and rather poorer in color than their parents. The slight dis
appointment did not in any way discourage me, for a batch of
seed was sown each fall ; but a better system was arranged, and
the finest varieties only, which were selected to produce the seed,
were planted by themselves, the bees being depended on to do
their share.
After waiting another year my first seedlings bloomed again.

The plants were now quite strong, and the flowers were of every
color and shape ; many of them to my first impression were beau
tiful ; some of these were compared to the original stock, but
few were found equal to their parents.
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The process of elimination began reluctantly at first, but one
by one my first seedlings were discarded until only a few re
mained out of the two or three hundred, the rest being all de
stroyed. A small batch of them were now coming on each year,
and these had now a rather higher grade of flowers; but I was
also more discriminating in regard to what should remain; they
could not be in any way inferior to their parents, and if not equal
they were not worth propagating.
The process of raising new varieties went on slowly until final

ly about half a dozen good varieties were selected and propa
gated. This was a slow and tedious job, for it took years to get
up even a small stock. It was not until the year 1900 that a few
were named and put on the market for the first time.
At this time, after sixteen years of experience, my establish

ment had grown enormously. I was now growing peonies by the
hundreds of thousands and shipping them to almost every peony-
growing state in the Union. It was also about this time that some
of the fancy new varieties were imported from France and also
from England. I am sorry to say that those that came from
England, some 125 varieties, turned out to be a worthless lot;
scarcely any of them were true to name, and but few worth
propagating; while those from France, some 140 varieties in the
first shipment, proved many of them to be superior to what I
already had, and not only that, all were true to name.
A new standard had now to be established; I had some four

or five hundred varieties, which must be cut down half or more;
consequently some of the old varieties were sold out entirely,
and many worthless or inferior sorts destroyed, until only fine
varieties remained.
In due time those received from France became well estab

lished, and began to give blooms most of which were simply
grand and glorious. Fifteen to twenty seedlings which were on
the way to propagation, and ready to be named, after a compari
son with the French beauties all went to the scrap heap, with the
exception of a few crimson varieties ; one especially, a dark bril
liant red, which was named Karl Rosenfield and put on the market
in 1908. Nothing in the whole French collection could come up to
it in brilliancy, as well as in other points required for a good
peony.
It took several years to get any quantity of seed from the new

French varieties. The best of them produced no seed at all, and
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it was like starting all over again ; but with a superior lot of
flowers. And in spite of all efforts it has been almost impossible
to get a seedling that is superior to such varieties as Therese, Mar-
celle Dessert, M. Martin Cahuzac, La France, Eugene Verdier,
Le Cygne, Sarah Bernhardt, Mont Blanc, Avalanche, Mme. Emile
Lemoine, etc. Yet I have several under way that are very fine.

From the beginning in 1884 until 1910 my peony gardens were
located near West Point, Nebraska. When the general interest in
the peony had its awakening in this country, these gardens were
about ten or more acres in extent. And when the general scram
ble for stock by nurserymen and florists took place, hundreds of
them turned to these gardens for their supply. Some of the most
prominent firms in this country were stocked up on plants grown
at West Point.
By 1910 the gardens were getting so large that a new location

more accessible to the public, and with better shipping facilities,
was decided upon. A tract of 25 acres located within two miles
of the city limits of Omaha was purchased, and is now devoted
exclusively to the growing of choice peonies. This tract is right
on the celebrated Lincoln Highway, which crosses the continent.
Since locating in Omaha some new varieites of unusual merit have
been produced which will be introduced in the near future. The
work of producing new varieties now goes on along scientific
lines, based upon the experience and study of the past 33 years in
peony growing, and it is possible some still more interesting
varieties will yet be produced.
A few words might well be said regarding the practice of put

ting on the market hosts of inferior seedlings under various
names. Nothing could be more pernicious. If a seedling does
not possess qualities to give it a distinct place, or if it be inferior
to varieties already in existence which it resembles, it is worse
than useless to propagate it.
The best varieties take no more room in the garden than the

inferior ones. So why plant or propagate these ?
I have learned by long experience and at great cost that one can

have the world's best in less than 200 varieties, and I have had on
trial as high as 700 varieties at a time.
All who are interested in growing peonies should try at least

a few seedlings. It will add to their enthusiasm. Maintain a high
standard from the start. Choose only the very best seed-produc
ing varieties, from which to save your seed. And when you select
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one for the market, remember it is only by very close compari
son that we can judge any peony, and it must be good enough to
bear that comparison.

J. F. Rosenfield, Omaha, Nebraska.

Since the above was written, word has come that Mr. Rosenfield
has sold the property to which he refers above, reserving for
himself only about 15,000 plants of choice varieties. With these
he intends to continue in the business.
Mr. Rosenfield has lived up to his own doctrines in that he has

put only very few seedlings on the market, several of which are
now generally recognized as standard sorts of high quality. His
list for 1917 gives only the following sorts of his own raising :
Floral Treasure (1900) double, light pink.
Golden Harvest (1900) double, pink and cream.
Crimson Victory ( 1908) double, crimson maroon.
Ak-sar-ben (1908) double, crimson.
Karl Rosenfield (1908) double, crimson.
Prairie King, double, light crimson.

IV. From Mrs. Sarah A. Pleas, Whit tier, California.

(Considering that Mrs. Pleas' Jubilee was one of the "sensa
tions" at the Philadelphia show, it is most fitting to give at this
time Mrs. Pleas' own reminiscences of peony growing. She was
asked to furnish some notes 1000 to 2000 words on her ex
periences in raising seedlings. But, true enthusiast that she is,
when she began recalling old times, all the memories of her be
loved flower crowded themselves upon her, and even 2000 words
were not enough. I give therefore, since space is limited here,
an abstract of her account, in her own words as far as possible ;
and always at least true to the substance of her writing.)
There is no end, she begins, to the history of my peonies, and

no difficulty in remembering; the trouble comes from remem
bering too much could you but know all the beauty and inter
esting things clamoring for expression, you would sympathize
covering, as my peony memories do, a lifetime, all of absorbing
interest to me. For I did not "take up the culture of the peony."
I grew up with Officinalis and Whitleyi, and having the care of
all our flowers I soon grew to understand their modest needs,
and was promptly repaid by their improved bloom. Thus my
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youthful affection was increased and there resulted a companion
ship for life, which has made it natural that I should adopt them
as the children of my second youth.
Beginning with them in 1854, until 1860 we knew no kinds but

these two. A florist friend at that time importing a dozen kinds,
we had a surprise and a revelation in seeing them bloom. Dis
covering seeds on them I proposed planting them, but was as
sured that the progeny would all come single, and be poor in
color and odor of no more value than so many seedling apples.
From a nursery a little later I obtained plants of Humei, Beauty
of France, and Rosea fragrans. All through those years I was
propagating and selling roots of officinalis, the "red piney" of
our grandmothers' gardens, and as opportunity offered was in
creasing my collection of other varieties by exchange.
In later years I also sold seed, having supplied several pounds

every year to the John A. Salzer Seed Co. I incidentally learned
that it was much more pleasant and profitable to me than butter
making or raising chickens.
Meanwhile I had added to my list, Kelway's "The Queen",

the only single peony in my collection. A few voluteer seedlings
appearing near their mother, The Queen, remained unmolested
until they were dug up and re-set to fill a new space and embellish
the lawn. Before very long they began to bloom. The first was
called Nellie Pleas, and was sold to a nurseryman. Another
christened Bouquet de Flora was also sold, but never since heard
from.
In 1887 The Queen was bending to the ground with the weight

of seeds. It seemed a pity to let them all be wasted, and I sowed
a pint of them from this isolated early blooming single white,
with no other kind in bloom at the same time unless perhaps the
officinalis rubra. This white single The Queen is the mother
and grandmother of every seedling peony I have produced. The
strange part is that among 300 seedlings so produced there was
every type represented, in all colors and shades, in full double,
semi-double, and single, and even the little Japanese. The rows
were gradually thinned out, and my garden was soon running
over on all sides with the plants thus obtained.
The floral magazines of those days had little to say of the

peony. My first effort appeared in Vick's Home and Flowers,
giving full directions for its cultivation, combined with words
of recommendation and eulogy. Later I wrote about peonies
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in House and Home, and other magazines, also more at length
in our local papers, the Indianapolis News, and others. Few
nurserymen then listed more than half a dozen or a dozen kinds.
I wrote many letters urging growers to take them up, but they
all declared they could not use them. Finally Mr. C. S. Harrison,
at his own suggestion, took quite a block of divisions of my seed
lings, and grew them for me on shares. He asked me for in
formation as to their culture, and how to grow them from seed.
So I have always regarded him as my pupil. He has proved a
very apt one indeed, and has "done himself proud". I too have
been proud of his work, more especially of his Peony Manual,
though I felt a little jealous for not having anticipated him in
writing the things I knew so well, and which were so greatly
needed. From among the plants he took, he named one Golden
Wedding, another Shabona, a third The Maiden. But we never
could come together on the names. I twice bought back Golden
Wedding and Walter Morgan in order to identify them with
the ones I had kept, but to this day cannot do so.
Mr. Harrison later wrote an article for a Chicago florists'

paper on the peony, in which he incidentally remarked that "Mrs.
Sarah A. Pleas of Dunreith, Ind., had listed more than 200
kinds." This brought scores of letters to me asking for my de
scriptive price list; and thus, while 1 am open to correction, I
claim not only to have first interested Mr. Harrison, but through
his letter to the Chicago paper, to have been instrumental in re
awakening the floral world and bringing about a revival of in
terest in the peony everywhere.
Father Terry with his great love for peonies admitted letting

them bloom for a year or two and then if they did not come up
to his standard of excellence he "threw them over the fence."
With all his experience, I consider this a greater mistake than
any I ever made. When he repeated it to me I said, "How dare
you? I never have had a fine bloom the first or second year".
It was like giving the young horse away because it was not bridle_
wise. I told him he might throw them my way and I would pay the
freight. I did get a barrel full from him ; and when they bloomed
they showed their good breeding in their superb flowers. Sur
prised at their superiority not one single among them I sus
pected that they were not his seedlings. He answered, "If all
are not mine, then they are the best imported kinds, and you:
may name them what you please." I promptly gave them appro_
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priate names ; but after mature deliberation I knew they would,
if correctly named, sell better than unknown kinds, and I set
about studying Mr. Terry's list to learn what I had. In the end
I succeeded, but the sale and distribution of these did much to
demand a committee on nomenclature.
I had intended to say somewhere that on seeing the collection

of Richardson varieties offered in many catalogues, it has been
the height of my ambition to see my own varieties quoted under
my name. I like Richardson's Grandiflora the best, and yet I
believe taken altogether, size and number of flowers, the Elwood
Pleas is its equal, and a more delicate flower than Dorchester.
I have made out a list of twelve that I am willing to set up against
the Richardson varieties, but it is difficult to tell just where to
draw the line, there are so many nearly as good.
Mr. Rosenfield once wrote me that he had raised seedlings

for 33 years and had only had perhaps one in five thousand that
was good enough ; all the rest he destroyed. It was his policy,
he said, to offer to the public the very best only. In contrast, I
have never willingly destroyed one. Those I did not wish to
keep, I have given away to churches, schools, or to be planted
by the public roads.
The singles and semi-doubles have always been my favorites,

and I predict that within the next twenty years there will be as
great a demand for these indispensable rain and wind resisting
kinds as there now is for the full double florists' flowers.
The following is the history of Nellie Pleas, synonym Gen

eral Lawton, and Multiflora. This was the first seedling to vol
unteer near its mother, The Queen. It is the earliest full double,
opening with Officinalis, and having 10-13 flowers on each stem.
I sold the root to a nurseryman who propagated it for years; I
then bought back part of the stock, but what I received lacked the
earliness and other good qualities, though it had the color of the
original sort. I was unwilling therefore to offer it under the
name Nellie Pleas, and in selling this stock to another nursery
man, I re_named it General Lawton. Unfortunately there was
an adjoining variety, Susanna, in the same row, of almost iden
tically the same color, minus the other qualities. It was im
possible, in digging, to tell just where one variety ended and the
other began. He perhaps mistook the Susanna for General Law-
ton, for he sold most of his stock with a cheap lot of roots. Now,
when offering my own highly valued stock, I thought it better to
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give it the more appropriate name of Multiflora, by which I
have since sold it.
Pleas' Golden Wedding being among the best, and entirely-

unique, is an important addition to my list, but like others was
an early sacrifice to over_kindness. Its obituary is of little avail
except to warn others that the most delicate peonies are not
such gross feeders as some would believe.
Pleas' Jubilee was a chance seedling, one of my little waifs

found among the blooming plants, and as my fiftieth wedding
anniversary came about the time the plant was beginning to
show its quality, this, my best sort, was christened Pleas' Jubi
lee.
Opal was also a waif found in the garden walk, where it was

likely to have been destroyed. I lifted it and set it into good
quarters.
I have many seedlings of later plantings, but those original

rows of seedlings something less than 300 by actual count re
mained in place until 1913 when they were dug and divided in
order to bring a part to California. And among other bright
kinds still unnamed, the following of them have been named:
Elwood Pleas ; the original Golden Wedding ; Harrison's ( ?)
Golden Wedding; Midsummer Night's Dream; Little Gem;
Ostrich Plume ; Mary ; Quaker Lady ; Sarah ; White Swan ; Wild
Rose ; Little Nell ; Ernest Lancaster Pleas ; Ida ; Theodore Roose
velt; Hermosa Rose; Virginia G. Cory; Little Aristocrat; Wal
ter Morgan ; Queen of the Pleasance ; Pleas' Festiva ; Lady
Emily ; Shabona ; Laura E. Pleas ; Aurora ; Joseph Griffin ; Pride
of Dunreith ; C. Earl Pleas ; Rosy Dawn ; Lurana ; Mabel Clare
Prespontis ; Cluster Rose ; Black Beauty ; Red Red Rose ; Minne
haha; Mrs. Beckett; Novelty; Full Moon; White Cap; Mrs.
Barrett; and to this list should be added the following found
lings of the garden: Jubilee: Opal Pleas; Ivanhoe; Dr. Edgar
Pleas; Ralph Evans; Altar Candles; Jewel; Last Rose of Sum
mer; Passiflora.
(The experience of Mrs. Pleas in raising doubles and semi_

doubles from a single flowered parent, is not unusual. The
writer has had at least fifty per cent, of doubles among seed
lings of Albiflora The Bride. One need only remember that the
finest of the singles come no doubt out of a strain of doubles,
as double seed does always give a fair proportion of singles, to
see that the progeny of the single flowered sorts sporting back
into their ancestry will be by no means all singles.)
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE

1. In a letter from Mr. James Boyd, under the date June 28,
occur the following words, which will sufficiently explain them
selves :
"In the next bulletin which you issue, I hope you will inform

the members of our Society that I greatly appreciate the com
pliment which they have paid me by electing me their President.
Had I been present at the election, I should have strongly pro
tested against adding to the responsibilities which I already
have, and should have earnestly advocated the re-election of
Mr. Farr, who has served us so well, and who is so much more
competent as a peony expert than I am. Indeed, I feel quite em
barrassed in attempting to fill such a position, and you know how
surprised I was when you informed me of my election. With
the kind assurances of support I have received however, I have
agreed to do my best, and hope that the members will not ex
pect too much from an amateur whose interest in peonies far
exceeds his present knowledge of them."

2. Mr. S. D. Drury of Northampton, Mass., would like to
find someone who would be willing to send him a plant of Le
Cygne and one of Kelway's Glorious in exchange for Lady Alex
andra Duff, Solange, or Therese. Mr. Drury is prepared to
give the pedigree of his Lady Duff, and anyone who has roots
of Le Cygne of Kelway's Glorious to spare could hardly ask a
better exchange than is here offered.

3. An apology. The writer of this was rash enough to cor
rect Mrs. Harding in his notice of her book in the last Bulletin,
regarding the name Madame D. Treyeran, using as his author
ity the manuscript copy of Dessert's List of Authentic Varieties
which was made up for Mr. Ward, then President of the Peony
Society, in 1903. Since the variety originated with M. Dessert
and was put on the market in 1899 by him, it seemed as if this
authority would be pretty nearly unimpeachable. However, the
name does appear in all of the recent Dessert lists not in the
form Madame de Treyeran, as it is in the manuscript, but
Madame D. Treyeran, as it is in Mrs. Harding's book. Further,
if I am not mistaken, Mrs. Harding has within recent times re
ceived a statement from M. Dessert to the effect that the form
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of the name she uses is the correct one. Those therefore who
have been writing the name Mme. de Treyeran in their lists should
correct it to the other form.

4. Just as this is going to press, word comes of the death of
Mr. James McKissock, of Waltham, Mass., on October 3rd.
Mr. McKissock was a very well known grower of peonies, for
many years in an amateur way only, but during the last few
years he has been selling more or less of his surplus stock. He
joined the Peony Society in 1903, but withdrew in the following
year. In 1910 he again joined and from that time maintained
his membership to the end. The sympathy of all members of the
Society will, I know, go out to his family.

5. Word has come from France of the death of Madame Vic
tor Poirine at the age of 58. Madame Poirine's maiden name
was Marie Lemoine, and she was the sister of the present head
of the firm, M. Emile Lemoine. The name of Lemoine is hon
ored throughout the horticultural world, and no lover of garden
plants can be indifferent when sorrow visits that family. In
the name of the peony growers of America we extend respectful
sympathy. The name of Marie Lemoine will be remembered as
long as beautiful peonies are grown.

6. There seems to be a rather general wish that something
like the Symposium on the Newer Varieties which appeared
in Bulletin No. 3 should be extended to include other sorts.
Your Secretary-Editor will do whatever seems best to be done in
order to meet the wishes of our members. Is not the best plan
to print a full list of all varieties of peonies that are at all com
monly grown, and send it out to all our membership asking them
to grade the varieties they grow and return their copy to this
office? The results could be published so far as the number of
votes warranted ; and year by year the number of varieties
dealt with would be extended. Suggestions as to any better way
of accomplishing the result will be gratefully received.

7. In a list of Peonies and Iris recently received from Prof.
R. T. Jackson of Peterborough, N. H., there occurs the follow
ing note in connection with the Richardson variety now commonly
called Grandiflora:

36



"Grandiflora (synonym Henry Woodward).
For many years I have grown this peony under the name Henry

Woodward which I gave to it; and I described and figured it
under that name in tne Transactions of the Massachusetts Hor
ticultural Society for the year 1904, p. 181, Plate 9. Neverthe
less this peony has been widely distributed in the trade under
the name Grandiflora and is generally known under that name,
as I am informed by three peony experts of unquestionable au
thority. To avoid confusion the name Grandiflora is accepted,
and Henry Woodward is treated as a synonym."
This is both gracious and reasonable on Prof. Jackson's part.

His collection has been in a peculiar way the authoritative source
of the Richardson varieties since they first came into commerce,
and now that he has agreed to accept this change of name there
should be no further confusion. In this same list under the
name Alpheus Hyatt, Prof. Jackson notes that in his list of last
year he offered this variety under the name Grandiflora ; the name
Grandiflora will now be suppressed so far as this variety is con
cerned and the name Alpheus Hyatt which was given it many
years ago, restored.
All growers who have added either of these varieties to their

collections during the past years should promptly revise the
names so far as is called for, so that all future complications may
be avoided.

8. A visiting reporter from one of the Philadelphia dailies
described the Lemoine hybrid yellow tree peony La Lorraine,
staged by Mr. Farr, as a "saffron colored flower discovered re
cently in the Caucasus mountains". Verily, he multiplieth words
without wisdom.
Here is another, or rather two others, both of these from the

professional press, and therefore sure to be words of wisdom,
from the highest sources. In one place, which shall be nameless,
this gem : "Bear in mind that peonies are benefitted by being
divided every third or fourth year", and from another source,
this : "The peony loves a light sandy soil". If one combined these
and cultivated accordingly, it would be pretty nearly possible to
get along without seeing any blooms at all.

9. I do not remember to have seen noted anywhere the very
peculiar odor of the leaves of P. Wittmanniana. I noticed it in
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cross-fertilizing on the plant last spring. My first thought was
that the smell came from a "foreign body" in the neighborhood,
that needed to be removed. But having searched in vain, I came
back to the leaves and found that they alone were responsible.
The odor is not exactly evil, but one would scarcely call it a per
fume. Our vocabulary for smells is sadly deficient, but I should
describe this one as something between ginger, rubber, and skunk-
at-a-distance.
A writer in the Garden (London) finds fault with the state

ment in Bulletin No. 3 that the blooms of Wittmanniana are
not really yellow, but only a creamy white, and claims that the
color is variable on different plants, and often a real yellow.
Can any of our members report a plant bearing truly yellow
flowers ?

10. Can anyone beat this record? A bloom of Primevere,
hand fertilized with pollen from another variety, yielded 61 fine
plump seeds. Another bloom on the same plant gave 59. These
pods were so heavy that they had to be staked to prevent their
breaking the stems.

11. The Secretary intends to give in the next number of the
bulletin some account of the work that has been done by inves
tigators on the vitality and methods of preservation of pollen.
This has a practical interest for those who work over their
blooms, and the preservation of pollen widens very much the
range of possibilities for the hybridist.
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Parker, A. S., 709 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich.
Patterson, Miss Emma E., Burlington, Wis,
Peterson, Geo. H., Fair Lawn, N. J.

Peterson, Wm. A 30 N. La Salle St., Chicago, 11l.
Pierson, F. R Tarrytown, N. Y.
Porter, Mrs. Joseph S., Marlborough Road, Portland, Conn.
Post, Dr. Geo. W 4138 Washington Blvd., Chicago, III.
Purnel, W. Z Snow Hill, Maryland.
Reed, Homer, Kansas City, Mo.

(Proprietor Kansas City Peony Gardens)
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Reeves, Edwin A., South Euclid, P. O. Cleveland, Ohio.
Reimann, W. A., Vincennes, Ind.
Ringle, O. L., 305 Third St., Wausau, Wis.
Robinson, James S., P. O. Box 288, Memphis, Tenn.
Roberts, Mrs. Milton F., 273 High St., West Medford, Mass.
Robertson, James W., 811 Van Buren St., Wilmington, Del.
Rogers, E. L., Lawrence, Long Island, N. Y.
Rosenfield, J. F., Route 6, Omaha, Neb.
Rowland, Henry L., Waterbury, Conn.
Royal Tottenham Nurseries, Dedemsvaart, Holland.
Ruff, D. W. C 530 Globe Bldg., St. Paul, Minn.
Russell, Chas. F The Parsonage, Weston, Mass.
Saunders, Prof. A. P Clinton, N. Y.
Schultz, E. K., Jenkintown, Pa.
Schultz, Herman C, City Hall, Milwaukee, Wis.
Scott, Arthur H., Valley Road, Oak Lane, Pa.
Scott, Wm. G. R. R. No. 4., Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Secor, Eugene, The Shelter, Forest City, Iowa.
Seither, Frank, 3634 Bosworth Rd, Gresham, Ohio.
Shaw, Edwin C. Akron, Ohio.
Sloan, Clifton B. 321 E. 11th St., Kansas City, Mo.
Smith, A. M Tie Plant, Miss.
Smith, George N., Wellesley Hills, Mass.
Smith, James A., .....El Nido, Burlingame, Cal.
Smith, W. & T Geneva, N. Y.
Soukup, Miss Anna,. . . .518 B. Ave. West, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Stannard, F. H., Ottawa, Kan.
Storrs & Harrison Co. Painesville, Ohio.
Styer, J. J., Concordville, Pa.
Sutherland, W. G., Boulder, Colo.
Taylor, Mrs. Herbert K., Ogontz, Pa.
Thurlow, Geo. C, West Newbury, Mass.
Thurlow, Winthrop H., West Newbury, Mass.
Tormey, Alfred J. Arlington, Md.
Traub, Paul, .... formerly 1341 Vine Place, Minneapolis, Minn.
Underwood, Arthur A., Cheyenne, Wyoming.
Van Leeuwen, John, Sassenheim, Holland.
Van Vorst, F. B. 25 Broad St., New York.
Vaughan's Seed Store, Chicago, 11l.
Walcott, F. C 14 Wall St., New York.
Ward, C. W P. O. Box 48, Eureka, Cal.
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Warnaar & Co Sassenheim, Holland.
Wassenberg, Chas. F., Van Wert, Ohio.
Watson, Miss Ellen M., 5400 Bartlett St., Pittsburg, Pa.
Weage, Daniel E., Coldwater, Mich.
Weed, Howard Evarts, Beaverton, Ore.
Wenham, R. P Blue Ribbon Farm, Painesville, Ohio.
Westland, Malcolm Tambling Corner, London, Ontario.
Wheeler, Everett P. 36 Pacific St., Rockland, Mass.
White, Edward H., Lyndhurst Farm, Hammontown, N. J.
Whitman, F. E 947 Portland Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
Whyte, R. B., 370 Wilbrod St., Ottawa, Canada.
Wild Bros Sarcoxie, Mo.
Wild, Frank H Sarcoxie, Mo.
Williams, Mrs. Aras J., 465 Genesee St., Utica, N. Y.
Wing Seed Co Mechanicsburg, Ohio.
Winslow, Arthur E., 5 Choate St., Waterville, Me.
Wister, J. C.,.. Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa.


