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OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY
President

A. H. FEWKES_ _ Newton Highlands, Mass.

Vice President
WINTHROP H. THURLOW _...West Newbury, Mass.
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A. P. SAUNDERS Clinton, N. Y.
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VV. E. Saunders, London, Ont., was elected to act as

Recording Secretary and Editor during the absence of A.
P. Saunders in Europe.

CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

Membership in the Society is open to both professional
and amateur growers. Nomination is not necessary for
those desiring admission, but a list of applicants for mem
bership is presented to the Society at its annual meeting
and the names are there voted on.
Those who make application for membership at any time

receive at once the publications of the Society, so far as
they are available; the editions of the first five or six issues
of the Bulletin of Peony News are now however nearly or
quite exhausted.
The dues are $3.00 a year, but applicants for membership

are required to accompany their applications, which should
be sent to the Treasurer, by a payment of $5.00 of which
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$2.00 is an initiation fee and $3.00 a payment for their first
year's dues. When the application is made before January
of any year, the $3.00 is considered as applying to the cur
rent year June to June but when the date of application
is later than January first the payment is applied to the
following year June to June. Thus anyone making-
application in May and paying $5.00 would be clear of dues
until after the annual meeting in the next year.
The publications of the Society include the following:

1907 A Peony Checklist (in co-operation with Cornell
University).

1908 Descriptive Bulletin, No. 259 (with Cornell Uni
versity; out of print).

1909 Proceedings of the American Peony Society for
the years 1903 1908 (out of print).

1910 Descriptive Bulletin, No. 278 (with Cornell Uni
versity).

1911 Descriptive Bulletin, No. 306 (with Cornell Uni
versity).

1914 Proceedings of the American Peony Society for
the years 1909 1913.

1915 1919 Bulletin of Peony News, Nos. 1 9.
1920 Bulletin No. 10 (Hollis Number); No. 11 (Iris

Number) ; No. 12, No. 13.
1921 Bulletin No. 14 (Symposium Number); No. 15

(Membership List).
1922 Bulletin No. 16, No. 17, No. 18, No. 19.

It is planned for the future to issue four News Bulletins
a year. These contain the proceedings of the Society and
articles on different phases of peony culture.

MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS' MEETING OF THE
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY, MARCH 13, 1923
Held at the Astor Hotel, New York City, N. Y.

W. E. Saunders, Recording Secretary
The minutes of the last meeting were passed as published.
Present, Messrs. Fewkes, Farr, Brand, Boyd, Thurlow,

Christman, Saunders, and by invitation, Mr. Brown of Cot
tage Gardens Co.
A letter was read from the Garden Magazine requesting

inspirational articles on our flower and Society and it was
decided that W. E. Saunders write one for the next issue,
and that until June, all the other issues be given over to
W. F. Christman for boosting the show.
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Mr. Farr brought up the matter of Bulletins. The prac
tice is to furnish to all new members all the old bulletins
as far as they last. Mr. Farr suggested it would be well to
price these older issues and sell them to the members.
After discussion, Messrs. Brand and Christman fathered
the following resolution which carried: that the Society
sell the latest Symposium at two dollars, and all other
Bulletins at fifty cents.. To members, these prices are to
be reduced one-half.
On motion of Messrs. Farr and Boyd, this meeting rec

ommends to the Annual Meeting that the by-laws be
changed, that the initiation fee be abolished and that new
members shall pay three dollars, like old members, and
shall then become members without further formality.
Current Bulletins are to be sent free to all members but
that the aforesaid prices be charged on older bulletins.
Discussion on the Manual followed, a hardy perennial !

President Fewkes offered the following suggestion :

"We have been talking about a Manual for years, almost
from the first, but it still appears to be a long way off and
it seems to me that much of its usefulness has now gone
and that we would do much better to use the money we
have saved up for it in improving the Bulletin of Peony
News or in publishing a Year Book.
The principal value in the Manual would now be the

detailed descriptions of varieties, which, at the best, would
be brought up only to the time of its publication and would
necessitate new editions or supplements from time to time.
If published in the Bulletins or Year Book they could be
kept up to date, which would mean much to everyone inter
ested in new peonies."
Mr. Farr thinks we might publish Coit's historical notes,

and all the meat of the out-of-print Bulletins in a sort of
Year Book, canceling all the descriptions made by the
unskilled students at Cornell and using only the later ones.
Those descriptions include, for instance, no Brand varieties
whatever. Brand, Thurlow and others might furnish ac
ceptable descriptions which might be revised by a Com
mittee.
Mr. Brand thought no space should be accorded peonies

rating less than 7. A person could go into any large peony
bed and pick out plenty of seedlings superior to 7.
Mr. Fewkes remarked on the grand quality of Candidis-

sima as seen at Mr. Norton's, and Mr. Farr mentioned that
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the only good Dorchesters he ever saw were at Mr. Nor
ton's.
Mr. Fewkes said that Prof. Jackson has a row of them,

including both very fine ones and very poor ones.
Mr. Brand said that was often the case with many varie

ties.
Mr. Boyd suggests that Originators send in their own

descriptions and that criticism be invited.
On motion by Messrs. Saunders and Brand, Messrs.

Boyd, Farr and Fewkes were appointed a committee on
descriptions.
Mr. Brand raised the point as to the rating of some

Peonies which were not well enough known to be intelli
gently rated when the last symposium was taken, instancing
Charles McKellip and Winnifred Domme, as two that are
rated low, and yet are picked out by one after another
of his visitors as conspicuously fine, the latter even in pref
erence to Mary Brand, often even called the very best red.
On motion by Messrs. Boyd and Christman, the following

was carried :

That descriptions of Novelties, and other Peonies which
in the opinion of the committee ought to be published, be
obtained and published, and that new symposium ratings
be taken on such varieties as the committee may select,
and that members be requested to suggest peonies for
re-rating. The opinion was also expressed, and was appar
ently favored by all, though no motion was made, that origi
nators, and sole owners of original stocks should not be
allowed to vote on varieties in which they are concerned.
Mr. Boyd suggested the advisability of selecting a jury

instead ot a vote of all the members, for the reason that
some of the voters are not acquainted with the very finest
varieties. He had selected a small jury in his mind and
had tabulated their votes. Also he had taken the votes
of the officers and ex-Presidents of the Society and found
that these two groups agreed closely and that they were
much lower in many cases than the total vote. His Jury
rated E. B. Browning at 8.7, the officers at 8.5, and the
symposium at 9.2. Similar results were found in the case
of many other peonies.
Among others the discussion turned on Mrs. Edward

Harding, and Messrs. Boyd and Farr thought it not a strong
grower, but Mr. Christman said they had a row of it that
was very vigorous and fine.
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Mr. Brown, Cottage Gardens, then entered and was
asked to make his statement. He said that the N. Y. Horti
cultural Society was proposing to hold a Peony Show at the
American Museum, New York City, on or about June 10th,
and Mr. Brown thought that probably the American Peony
Society might like to give its support to the show, not
financial, but moral. He read the fine prize schedule and
asked for comment on it. After discussion, during which
Mr. Fewkes suggested that the show be noticed in the
next bulletin, it was
Moved by Mr. Brand, seconded by Mr. Farr that this

Society co-operate with the New York Society in their show
this year, and that the American Peony Society offer its
silver medal as an additional prize in the Premier Amateur
section.
The Treasurer's interim report was read by Mr. Fewkes

showing a balance on hand March 10th, 1923, of $4,370.18.
A discussion on Life Members ensued, after which, the

following motion by Messrs. Boyd and Farr was carried.
That the Treasurer look up the total receipts from Life
Members, and that in future reports, a special item be made
of the funds invested to cover that amount.
A lengthy discussion then followed on the proposal to

increase the advertising returns, the suggestion being made
that a lower rate per line be made for larger advertisements,
but it was thought that the present style was preferable,
and no change was ordered.
Moved by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mr. Brand, that at

future shows, when possible, certificates be signed by the
judges at the time of making the award and that the Sec
retary have India Ink on hand for the purpose.
Moved by Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mr. Farr,
That at the next annual meeting, the by-laws be amended

to provide for the annual election of both a corresponding
and a recording Secretary who shall be members of the
board. Carried.
The Special Prize offered by Mr. Sisson came in for

considerable discussion and it was moved by Mr. Thurlow,
seconded by Mr. Brand, that the prize be offered for a deep
pink Peony. Carried.
The labels suggested by Dr. Menninger were examined

and discussed and on motion by Thurlow and Saunders,
the matter was left to the local committee.
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The membership list was the next item, and on motion
by Messrs. Brand and Farr, it was decided
That the membership list be published soon after the

meeting next June, and that an additional, supplementary-
list should be published, showing the membership by states.
Discussion of the color chart followed, and after phoning

G. E. Stechert, and being told that a supply of French
Charts would soon arrive and that they would cost about
$4.50 or $5, unbound, on motion of Messrs. Farr and Saun
ders, it was decided
That our adoption of the French Chart be continued.
Mr. Christman then addressed the Board on the subject

of arrangements for the next show. He had a map of the
building, and outlined the proposed steps they were to take,
all of which were approved. The Prize List was discussed
and it was decided that class 20 should read 8.5 instead of 9.
(This class number is from the London Prize list.)
Registration forms were shown and discussed but no

formal action was taken thereon.
Letters from Geo. Veditz, Colorado Springs, Colorado,

were read desiring to have the directors promise the 1925
meeting lor that place, but on motion of Messrs. Boyd and
Farr the thanks of the meeting were sent to the Chamber
of Commerce of that place, and they were informed that
the matter must come before the annual meeting.
The Nominating Committee is as follows: A. M. Brand,

James Boyd, W. F. Christman.
After discussion a motion by Messrs. Boyd and Farr was

carried as follows :

That the Society be asked to approve the changing of
the by-laws so that the number of directors be increased
by two.

W. E. SAUNDERS,
Recording Secretary.

(Note: Am in receipt of advice under date of March 29th.
1923. from G. E. Stechert & Co., stating that they can offer
from stock "Repertoire des Couleurs," two volumes in port
folio, for $5.00 net. Anyone interested in securing a copy
of this color chart, kindly communicate with me at once.
The Society will be pleased to make arrangements to secure
these charts for any member who desires one.)

W. F. Christman.
s



A SHORT COURSE IN PEONY CULTURE
By W. F. Christman

I have been requested by Mr. Saunders to prepare a
bulletin for beginners. This, to my mind, covers a wide
field, for if progressive even the professional grower of
several years' experience often finds he is lacking informa
tion that should be known by the amateur. This article,
however, is written chiefly for the amateur, the one who
cultivates the peony purely from love or attachment and
without reference to gain or emolument.
In this class may be found the following, those who

have planted the peony because of its hardiness and ease
of culture and are satisfied with a few plants. Secondly,
fanciers who have admired the peony from childhood and
who with maturing years have watched its progress and
development and have made considerable progress in ac
cumulating a collection of worth-while varieties, and lastly,
the peony enthusiast or hobbiest, who is content with
nothing but the best and who is ever on the lookout for
new acquisitions of merit and in whose gardens may be
found the aristocrats of the peony kingdom.
To the first class 1 would ask that you make the ac

quaintance of the second group and with them seek to know
the peony enthusiasts, for it is in their company you will
experience the greatest delight. The hobby of the en
thusiast is not a handicap, for hobbies, if we know their
limitations, are the sparks that ignite the oil of endeavor.
They sharpen the perception, quicken the pulse and renew
the mind.

It is indeed surprising the number of men of big affairs
and accomplishments who have made the raising of peonies
a hobby. Business cares and anxieties are forgotten or
cast aside, tensed nerves are relaxed, and after a strenuous
workout in the garden they can enjoy a refreshing sleep
and are better prepared for a vigorous day on the morrow.
We, as amateurs, have many advantages over the pro

fessional grower, chief among which is our ability to give
more individual attention to our plants, and further, our
plants can remain undisturbed for any period of time we
may see fit, where the commercial grower, to be success
ful, must transplant and divide frequently. Furthermore
the amateur can let the professional grower experiment
with new varieties of unknown quality and profit thereby
without any financial obligation. At the peony exhibitions
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it has been my pleasure to attend, a large number of most
desirable prizes have been awarded to amateurs.
Some of the finest peony gardens I have ever seen were

owned by amateurs and while this bulletin is written chiefly
for the beginner or amateur, I trust there may be some
things that jhe professional grower may find of interest. If
progressive, and well informed the professional grower feels
that he has but slightly advanced the beginners' class, as
there is always something new to learn and new varieties
to acquire.
LOCATION AND SOIL This is naturally the first

question that arises when we are contemplating any plant
ing and it is quite essential to know a few important facts
concerning the peony to get the best results.
Drainage is very necessary as peonies will resent wet.

soggy soil. Good drainage is imperative. Select a position
where they will have full access to the sun a greater por
tion of the day. They should not be planted near trees
or large growing shrubbery that will impoverish the soil,
thus robbing the plant of essential plant food. It is safe
to figure that the roots extend from a tree or shrub, a dis
tance equal to the height. If necessary to plant nearer than
this, some provision should be made for extra fertilization.
The writer was called upon not long since to advise why
certain plants of vigorous growth failed to bloom, and if
they did bloom only meagre results were obtained. The
variety in question was Festiva Maxima, one of the most
dependable of all peonies for satisfactory blooming qualities
under adverse conditions. Plantings in question were made
close to a south wall of a basement that was heated to a
temperature of 75 to 80 degrees. The heat from this base
ment induced early growth before other plants showed signs
of life and heavy frosts or freezing completed the work of
damage complained of.
Have just received some photographs of the variety

Madam Forel grown at Mine Centre, Ont., a town located
40 miles west of Fort Francis, Ont., where the temperature
reaches 40 to 48 degrees below zero. They show splendid
growth and are literally covered with magnificent bloom.
There is no perennial flower to my knowledge, unless it be
the iris, that will withstand the vigors of extreme cold and
produce such wonderful bloom and still thrive and give
satisfactory results in warmer latitudes. There is not a
state in the union where peonies cannot be grown, but they
unquestionably do better where they have a long rest with
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cold temperatures. Canada is now realizing the possibili
ties of the peony and they are being planted there in large
numbers.
TIME TO PLANT The month of September is perhaps

the ideal month in which to plant peonies. The earlier
in the fall they can be set the better as this will give them
a chance to become established before winter weather pre
vents further growth. However, peonies may be planted
later in the fall up to heavy freezing weather or even .in
the spring and give very good results Late planted peonies
should be lightly mulched the first season. Spring planted
peonies are best from divisions made the previous fall. If
necessary to resort to spring planting, complete the work
as soon as the frost is out of the ground or before the divi
sions have started any appreciable growth. The writer
staged a vase of the variety Mons. Dupont at the June show
of the Northwestern Peony & Iris Society that had been cut
from plants planted the same spring and carried off first
prize for the best six whites in competition with several
other good whites. This, perhaps, was rather unusual but
simply shows the possibilities of spring planting where it
is impossible to plant them in the fall. In this case the di
visions were made the previous fall and "heeled in," a sud
den drop in temperature which resulted in real winter hav
ing stopped our fall planting activities. After growth has
started in the spring it is not good policy to disturb the
plants and divide them. This should be avoided. Plants
taken up in the spring with sufficient earth adhering to
them can be moved to another location without any ap
preciable damage. It is not our desire to recommend
spring planting if it can be accomplished in the fall but ex
perience and observations covering a period of several
years have taught us that spring planting can be done if
properly handled, and most satisfactory results obtained.
HOW TO PLANT All peony catalogues contain in

structions as to method of planting, but some of these in
structions are rather brief. Planting of peonies is an im
portant operation and there is no ONE way to accomplish
the work. Before planting operations are commenced the
soil in which they are to be placed should have been thor
oughly prepared some time in advance. If the ground is
well enriched several months before planting time, so much
the better. Dig the hole sufficiently large to permit the
root to be placed in position without crowding. This is so
often overlooked by beginners, and by crowding the roots
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they are apt to be broken from the crown or otherwise
damaged so the best results will not be obtained. The
next important step is to see that the crown is not placed
too deep (two inches being sufficient), and that the dirt is
thoroughly firmed about the roots. Some advocate using a
hose or otherwise washing the soil about the roots and
avoiding the packing of earth. If your ground has been
thoroughly prepared and not too large quantities of dirt
placed over the roots at first, pressure of the foot will force
the mellow soil firmly about the roots and will also prevent
any appreciable settling. Common sense must be used not
to tramp on the crown of the plants as this would surely
result in injury. In ordinary soil there is sufficient moisture
to firm the roots without heavy applications of water which
may result in baking if followed by hot weather, especially
in heavy soil. If the soil is dry, water freely after the roots
have been planted. Later in this article I have explained
a method of rapid planting where a large quantity of roots
are to be taken care of. In large nurseries they are often
plowed in, a still more rapid manner of planting but as this
will not be of particular interest to the amateur, raising a
limited number will not describe it at this time. Many
advocate digging a trench at least two feet in depth, plac
ing in a quantity of manure, another layer of earth followed
by another layer of manure, continuing the operation until
the trench is filled to the depth of actual planting, being
careful to see that the last layer applied is earth to at least
6 inches in depth. The root is then placed in position and
the balance of the trench filled with earth. By the time the
plant has thrown roots down deep enough to reach the
manure it will have been thoroughly incorporated with the
soil and fine bloom will be produced in this manner. How
ever, to my mind this is too laborious a task (and I am not
adverse to hard work) for the results obtained. I am fully
convinced that as good blooms can be secured from the
commonly employed method of planting if watered freely
before blooming time and given liberal surface applications
of liquid manure, wood ashes, bone meal or other fertilizing
elements. The deeper the earth is disturbed the greater it
will settle and where trenching is resorted to, care must be
exercised to i-ee that the buds are not placed too deep be
low the surface of the ground as it may be necessary to ap
ply more earth in the trench after it has thoroughly settled
to prevent an accumulation of water which would result
disastrously to your plants.
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FERTILIZATION The fact that many cultural
directions emphasize strongly that the peony is a gross
feeder and must be supplied with an abundance of well
rotted manure has led many an amateur, as well as pro
fessional, to greatly overdo the fertilization of their soil. I
think it would be a safe assertion to make, that one out
of ten who have grown peonies to any extent have found
to their sorrow that they have over-fertilized their plants
at some time in their career. It would be better for the
plants to have too little nourishment in the way of enrich
ing the soil than an overabundance of manure or other
fertilizing elements. Too much manure will result in
diseased plants as their constitutions will resent it. It is
one of the serious temptations that beset the amateur in
their zeal to attain perfection in bloom, and a word of cau
tion, if adhered to on this subject, may save the inexper
ienced grower considerable disappointment.
Bone meal is safe to use and well decayed manure, not

applied too generously and worked in between the rows or
around the plants, exercising caution not to let it come in
direct contact with the roots or over the crown of the plant,
will be found very beneficial. Wood ashes are also very
desirable.
DEEP PLANTING The important thing in planting is

not to plant too deep. If the buds are placed two or three
inches below the surface of the ground it will be found
they are planted to a sufficient depth. Some advocate
planting an inch below the surface, but after the ground has
settled you will find that the buds may actually be only a
half inch or less below the surface. There is danger of the
plants being disturbed by heaving in heavy soil during a
period of alternate thawing and freezing and injury or loss
of plants result. This is why a light mulch the first year
is advocated. After a plant has become established, the
danger of heaving is greatly lessened. On light soil there
is not so much danger of heaving. See that the ground is
thoroughly firmed about the roots when planted. This can
be done by a light pressure of the foot after fine earth has
been placed over and around the root to prevent injury.
VARIATION IN COLOR Plants grown on heavy soil

will have deeper or more marked coloring than the same
variety grown on light soil. Climatic conditions are also
a factor to be reckoned with. Variation caused by these
conditions is sometimes misleading. A delicate colored
variety will rapidly fade in the sun and be deprived of its
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natural color entirely. This can be avoided by cutting the
bloom as it is about to unfold, taking it in the house and
keeping in a cool, dark place, until fully developed. During
the blooming period if it happens to be cool and cloudy,
you will have much better flowers although their develop
ment will be somewhat retarded.
HANDLING ROOTS When roots are received from

your nurseryman if they have been delayed in transit and
appear shriveled, or dried, they can be greatly benefited by
being immersed in water for six or eight hours. This will
revive them and much better results will be obtained than
by planting the dried roots.
Some amateurs object to receiving roots that have been

trimmed or cut back, in other words they want the entire
length of root. A division with a root six inches long is
ample. A division of this kind will throw out from the
crown numerous little rootlets that will soon develop into
substantial roots giving added vitality to the plant that will
mature into a splendid blooming specimen. There is no
advantage in the long root as it simply lies practically
dormant in the ground without the marked development of
new root growth that is so desirable and which results from
trimmed roots. Proper pruning of roots before planting
has the equivalent result of trimming your fruit trees.
Much less labor can be expended in planting the shorter
roots which is an added advantage.
LABELING AND CHARTING To know the names of

your different varieties is a great source of satisfaction as
well as profit. I know of no more satisfactory and perma
nent label than one of zinc or aluminum. No. 6 to No. 9
galvanized wire cut in 18 or 20 inch lengths with a loop or
circle formed at one end to hold the label will answer very
well. By writing on the zinc with a common, soft lead
pencil, it will remain legible for several years as the zinc
oxidizes when exposed to the air and the lead will show up
quite prominently. Embossed or raised lettered labels can
be secured for 3c each from various places. These are. of
course, more desirable. A permanent ink on zinc is made
as follows :

Copper subacetate 1 dram
Ammonium chloride _ _ 1 dram
Lamp black . _ y2 dram
Water _ _ _.. 10 drams

This should be mixed thoroughly. See that the surface
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of the zinc is clean and apply the ink with a rather coarse,
steel pen. Do not blot but allow the ink to dry.
All peony plantings should be charted in such a manner

that if a stake or label is removed it will be an easy and
accurate matter to replace the same. An accurate diagram
of your planting will be found useful many times and will
amply repay you for the time and trouble expended in
securing the same. It is well to have the chart or diagram
made in duplicate thus providing a safeguard in case one
is lost or inadvertently destroyed.
SELECTION AND CULTIVATION Suitable selec

tion of your varieties is nearly as essential as proper cultiva
tion of your plants, although most varieties do well in any
locality where peonies can be grown at all. I have asked
Mr. Brand- to give us a list of peonies best suited for the
amateur and as his experience covers a lifetime among
peonies, I know of no better authority. I will simply name
a few that have proved satisfactory in the southern section
of the United States where free blooming varieties are best
suited. Moderate priced varieties are as follows :

Festiva Maxima, Edulis Superba, Mndam Calot, Mme. de
Verneville, Marguerite Gerard, Felix Crousse, Mons. Jules
Elie, Asa Gray, Venus and Baroness Schroeder. Of the
more expensive sorts may be mentioned Walter Faxon,
Kelway's Glorious, Lady Alexandra Duff, Madam Jules
Dessert, Therese, Tourangelle and others. In California
peonies do well in certain localities but are not as much of
a success there as in other sections of the United States.
Further north, along the Pacific Coast in Oregon and
Washington, peonies seem to flourish splendidly. In nearly
any section north of the 35th parallel, outside of desert
sections, most varieties thrive. This area extends far into
Canada where peonies seem to be in their natural environ
ment. The matter of selection, therefore, resolves itself
into one of personal choice and care and not the variety
itself. I have had splendid success with peonies in my
garden while my neighbor, having the same identical
varieties from the same source had only mediocre results.
Avoid too close planting. Three or four feet is near

enough where plants are to be left undisturbed, as they
develop rapidly.
Never let the soil grow about the plant to prevent the

cultivation of the soil directly around it. By frequent culti
vation or working the soil, moisture is conserved during
dry periods to a great extent. Again the sod will prevent
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the moisture from penetrating directly to the roots where
it will be most beneficial. There is nothing better during
dry, hot weather, than a good dust mulch to conserve
moisture, which in turn dissolves the plant food which is
assimiliated, and the natural growth of the plant is not
retarded. Where the use of water for irrigating or thor
oughly wetting the ground around your plants is not easily
accessible ; frequent, thorough cultivation will, to a great
extent, compensate by the retention of moisture incorpor
ated in the soil. Cultivation of your plants is as essential
as fertilization to get the most out of any flower.
WATERING PEONIES Where watering systems have

been installed or city water is available, see that it is used
generously, especially during May and early June, as your
peonies are forming buds. This will be found a tremendous
aid in producing fine show flowers. As a usual thing nature
is rather lavish in her offering of rain during that period,
and it may not be necessary to employ artificial means of
water application. Another very important time for water
ing is during the period the next Reason's buds are being
formed shortly after blooming time. This feature is often
lost sight of, and if a very dry summer prevails and no
water applied, smaller buds will develop with a correspond
ing weakness of stem the following season, although fall
rains, if experienced, will counteract this to some extent.
A personal acquaintance of mine who is able to grow the
most glorious peonies I have ever had the privilege of
examining, tells me he uses no manure of any kind but
simply waters copiously. He certainly gets very gratify
ing results worthy of emulation. With surface fertiliza
tion water readily transmits the fertilizing properties to the
roots where they are readily absorbed.

BOOKS AND CATALOGUES There are many splen
did catalogues on the peony that will be found very valuable
<md helpful. There are far too few books on the peony in
view of its invaluable worth as a dependable perennial.
Many splendid articles appear from time to time in the
various magazines. To my mind the Bulletins issued by
the American Peony Society form the most valuable source
of information obtainable. The symposium recently issued
in Bulletin form is a great forward step in the advance
ment of the Society and the furtherance of real, practical
knowledge that will aid greatly in the selection and
propagation of stock. There is unquestionably too many
varieties of peonies being propagated at the present time,
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and while someone has said "there are no poor peonies," it
is equally true that there are many varieties that are so
similar that they can be easily dispensed with and not be
greatly missed. Another vote should be taken in the course
of a year or two, embracing some of the newer varieties
and also giving a chance for a larger vote on some of the
varieties that now appear in the symposium. Our mem
bership by that time should be well past the thousand mark.
On some of the more recent originations there should be a
wider dissemination of stock and consequent larger vote
to establish a defmite value. The symposium, however, is
worthy of the highest commendation as it contains the con
sensus of peony growers from the widest latitude covering
varieties grown under most varying conditions. The
adaptation by nurserymen of the percentage values as set
forth in the symposium will add greatly in establishing a
definite value of worth of a variety.
It is a well established fact, however, that certain varieties

will be found much more preferable in certain localities
than others, therefore a hard, fast rule cannot be definitely
prescribed suitable to all conditions and latitudes.
Mrs. Harding's Book of the Peony I consider a very

valuable treatise covering the subject in a splendid and
thorough manner. The book is beautifully printed and
illustrated.
Mr. Cooper, of Kenosha, Wis., in his "Unvarnished Facts

Edition" of "Tips and Pointers for Beginners with Peonies"
has presented in a very lucid manner many things of great
value to the peony lover. This book is a manual and catalog
combined. This also applies to the catalog issued by Mr.
Brand of Faribault, Minn. The production of new peonies
of real merit has been reached to a high degree by Mr.
Brand and the process employed in obtaining these results
has been very clearly defined and presented.
"The Peony, a Flower for the Farmer," by Prof. A. C.

Beal of Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y., contains many
valuable helps, just what the amateur needs. Nearly all the
advertisers in this bulletin issue catalogues or price lists
that will be helpful in making a selection of peonies. It is
not our purpose to enumerate the many splendid catalogues
being issued as space forbids.
SIZE OF DIVISIONS This has been a much dis

cussed question during the past few years and a definite
solution has not yet been reached, each side producing very
convincing arguments to champion their cause. I think it
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is quite generally acknowledged that the small, one-eye
divisions will require more careful handling to insure suc
cess than the larger, commonly known standard divisions
of from three to five eyes. The small divisions will produce
beautiful plants if left undisturbed for two or three years
as they will have developed an entire new root growth, but
they must be given careful cultural care the first season to
insure good results.
Large divisions are recommended for planting in the

south. This is due to prevailing hot weather that has a
tendency to reduce the vitality of the plant by absorbing
the moisture content of the root.
Considerable loss has been noted where late fall plant

ing has been done during a very dry season which was fol
lowed by a winter with scanty snow fall. If the ground is
thoroughly dry it will absorb the moisture from the root
leaving it in a withered and devitalized condition that
easily succumbs to a protracted period of drought. If such
a condition prevails at planting time, water should be
applied generously to each root planted, this process to be
repeated at fortnightly intervals or oftener if deemed neces
sary or occasion demands.
REMOVING TOPS I would urge the removal of tops

late in the fall after the plant has attained its growth for
the season. This obviates the possibility of spreading
disease if plants are affected. Several forms of disease can
be entirely eliminated by this procedure The stems or tops
removed should be burned. After the ground is thoroughly
frozen, a well sharpened hoe is the best instrument lor
cutting off the tops. If the ground is not frozen and one
has but a few plants, a good, sharp knife will be found very
satisfactory. Cut as near the surface of the ground as
possible. If a hoe is used it must be kept well sharpened
and it is much more preferable to wait until the ground is
frozen as there is less danger of disturbing the buds which
are near the surface.
PLANTING IN QUANTITY Where one has a large

number of peonies to plant they are naturally interested in
getting the work done as quickly as possible and as thor
oughly as though slower and more tedious methods were
employed. The method I am about to explain will no doubt
be very familiar to commercial growers who grow in large
quantities, but it can be adopted by amateurs with equally
gratifying results. It is not necessary to set roots in a
vertical position to insure success, although this is the most
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natural thing to do. Roots can be planted at a 45 degree
angle as described below and prove equally desirable.
The ground should be thoroughly plowed or spaded to a

depth of 8 or 10 inches and sufficiently cultivated until the
soil is mellow and perfectly friable. A five tine spading
fork is the best instrument to employ for the purpose.
The fork is thrust vertically into the earth the depth of
the tines. This can be done without pressure of the foot
if the soil has been thoroughly worked. Pull the handle of
the fork slightly backwards, throwing the dirt forward.
After a few holes are dug it will surprise you how near the
proper angle you can get. The second operation is to
reverse the spading fork, setting it vertically, as in the first
instance, and with the same movement as employed in the
first case you will find that the hole has been neatly cleaned
and ready for the placing of plant which should be laid
with the eyes or buds a distance of two inches, or possibly
2y2, from the surface of the ground. By a quick twist of the
fork from either side of the opening, sufficient dirt will be
thrown over the root to slightly cover it. The foot is then
placed over the root below the crown so that the instep will
come directly over the root, being careful not to damage
the buds, and sufficient pressure brought to bear to thor
oughly firm the root. The next step is to fill the hole and
complete planting. This is accomplished when the next
hole is dug, throwing the dirt from the second hole into
the first, as described above. Of course we assume that
you have previously marked out the ground as you wish it.
In planting in this manner you work with your back to the
mark so that your work is always before you. The depth
of the hole to be dug depends upon the length of the root
planted. Be sure the bottom end of the root is placed as low
as possible at this angle so that it will rest in moist earth.
With a little experience you will find planting can be
accomplished quite rapidly in this manner and at the same
time not plant too deep. The writer planted 219 divisions
in 45 minutes, and has nearly kept up this average in a
day's planting. This included the dropping or distribution
of the roots Defore planting operations were commenced.
With the exception of plowing in, this is as rapid a method
of planting as I know of.
DISEASE The peony, while practically free from

disease, is not immune, and to be insured of plants free
from disease, it is well to be conversant with a few of the
indications that are prevalent in diseased plants. It is my
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intention to touch but lightly on this subject as the Nursery
man is the fellow who must be on his guard and know how
to combat these various maladies and should have his stock
healthy before disseminating it. The amateur may receive
perfectly healthy plants and they may become diseased.
Too much fertilization is one of the prevailing and primary-
causes of disease.
Leaf blotch is quite prevalent in large peony plantings.

It is not a serious ailment and does not materially affect
the plant. This is more prevalent late in the season as the
plants are about to mature. It is a fungus disease and can
best be eradicated by cutting and burning the tops before
the leaves have dried up and fallen late in the season.
Botrytis blight is one of the most common diseases

easily discovered in a peony planting. It affects the stems,
buds and leaves. Stems diseased by this blight are dis
cernible in the early spring after they have attained a
height of a few inches, even before the leaves have expanded.
These young shoots may appear perfectly healthy upon first
inspection but a few days later will be found wilted and
laying on the ground. Sometimes the stalks will attain
maturity and be about ready to throw a blossom when they
are stricken down. A second stage of the disease is shown
in the buds which will turn black and wither. If the stalk
is examined it will be found dead several inches below the
bud. In very wet seasons this disease is more prevalent and
often exceedingly destructive. The leaves are usually the
last to show symptoms of the disease by becoming brown
and dry due to the tissues being killed. Plants affected must
be carefully watched and as soon as a stem shows wilt, dig
clown an inch or two below the surface of the ground, being
cautious to carefully remove the earth directly about the
plant and place it in some container that it may later be
removed to the ash can or otherwise destroyed. You will
note after the earth is removed that directly below the sur
face of the ground the stem of the plant will invariably be
rotted off or consist of a decayed mass. With a sharp knife
remove the stem below the decayed portion, which will be
found to extend but a short distance below the surface. In
handling this diseased portion exercise caution to see that
you do not touch the balance of the unaffected plant as the
disease is readily transmittible. Burn the diseased portion
of the plants. This is also a fungus disease and very
similar to Sclerotinia Stem Rot. If the plants are badly
affected they should be dug up, all tops removed carefully
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as low as possible without disturbing the bud and removed
to another location. Of course this planting should be
deferred to the proper season. This disease, while one of
the most destructive, does not affect the root of the plant,
and can be entirely eradicated if the above measures are
resorted to.
An entire bulletin might be prepared on diseases of the

peony if each disease was taken up in detail, but as before
stated it is not my purpose to do so. Neither is it my aim
to discourage the amateur in thinking that he will be great
ly bothered with the various ailments that the peony is
heir to, as such is not the case. There is no plant that has
fewer ailments than the peony that is so entirely satisfying
as a flower and general all round perennial. Reliable grow
ers will not knowingly disseminate diseased plants upon the
unsuspecting and uninformed public. Those guilty of such
procedure are not worthy of patronage, as the popularity
the peony has already attained will suffer in consequence.
MULCHING Have already referred to the mulching of

plants the first season after planting. Mulching heavily to
retard spring growth and extend the season of bloom is an
other feature well worth consideration where one has a
number of plants. After the ground is deeply frozen, a
mulch several inches deep should be applied to the plants
that are to be held back. This can be left on in the spring
until after growth starts, in fact can remain until after
flowering if desired. When the plants start growth in the
spring they can be assisted through the mulch with but
little trouble. The earlier this is done after growth starts
the better as the stems will be more firm. Mulching in
terferes with cultivation but is a splendid medium for the
conservation of moisture. Repeated heavy mulching has
a tendency to lessen vitality. Millet cut before maturity,
ensilage corn, marsh hay or any coarse material free from
weed seeds will make a good mulch.
SELECTION OF VARIETIES Visiting nurseries

where peonies are grown, trial grounds and exhibitions
where peonies are displayed, is the very best way to be
come acquainted with the most desirable varieties. This
in connection with a careful study should enable you to
make a selection that will be satisfying and in every way
fulfill your expectations.
In making your selections bear in mind that a flower of

delicate texture and coloring is easily affected by exposure
to the sun. Sensitive colors will readily fade and even
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colors more pronounced are diminished in intensity. Se
lection generally resolves itself into one of personal taste.
Some prefer the singles, others the Japanese types or the
loosely built flowers ; still others are only satisfied with the
fully developed double blooms. As the double blooms
usually have more substance they are more often chosen
than any other type. Varieties producing large blooms
are usually selected although the smaller blooming varieties
should not be overlooked. Quality should be given first
consideration. This refers both to the flower and the pro
ductivity of the plant. Free blooming varieties are the
most desirable. A well balanced selection will compose early
midseason, and late blooming varieties in the various shades
and colors. If to be planted in a border, dwarf, medium and
tall growing species should be selected according to require
ments. Period of bloom may be extended several weeks
by securing a well balanced collection of the earliest bloom
ing sorts, continuing through the midseason and compris
ing the very latest blooming varieties. Where tree peonies
can be grown with success, they will add greatly to any
collection. The rigorous winters of the Northwest are
too severe for most varieties of tree peonies unless unusual
care is afforded them in the way of winter protection.
Growth starts so early in the spring that freezing weather
often spells disaster. There is no doubt in my mind but
that this difficulty will be overcome by the introduction
of hardier varieties acclimated to withstand low degrees
of temperature.

DIVIDING If for any reason it becomes necessary to
divide your plants due to crowding or wishing to make
an exchange or contribution to some friend's garden, do
not attempt to divide without first digging up the entire
plant. If you do, you will not do a satisfactory job and will
likely do a great deal of damage to the remaining portion of
plant. As soon as the plant is dug the tops can be re
moved. Dividing should be done in the early fall months
as the plants at that period have formed their buds for the
following year. If the plants are brittle, let them stand
for two or three hours and they will admit of handling with
out as much breakage resulting. If the plants are old, divi
sion is much more difficult. Any earth that adheres to
the plant should be removed before attempting to divide.
Examine the clump carefully to determine where the weak
places exist. These are the places where you should make
your initial effort to divide the plant. Use a heavy knife
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that will admit of considerable prying as you will find
necessary in making divisions. Make good, strong divi
sions. By this I mean divisions consisting of at least three
to five eyes. Sometimes it will be found necessary to cut
through the fleshy portion of the plant in order to make
your divisions. Do not hesitate to do this. After you have
your first division, the remaining ones are usually more
easy to make. Dividing plants properly is an artistic ac
complishment and takes considerable practice. This is
especially true with very rare varieties where one cannot
afford to lose a single division. The main object is to see
that each division is supplied with three or more eyes with
sufficient root to balance. In dividing I use three knives.
One with a heavy, stiff long blade to pry the roots apart
when necessary; one with a shorter blade of rather heavy
material, and a still shorter knife with a flexible or pliable
blade that is used in the final work of completing and trim
ming the divisions. Of the three, the one with the flexible
blade is the most used.

REPLANTING Do not replant peonies in the same
location you have removed a clump without entirely re
placing the soil. It would be much better to find another
planting situation where peonies had not been previously
raised.
NEW VARIETIES The question of how new varieties

are obtained is doubtless pretty well understood by most
amateurs, but to those who do not know will state that they
are grown from seed. It is a fascinating diversion to raise
peonies from seed as no two come exactly alike, but do not
think if you are successful in obtaining a fine one that the
first thing to do is to name it. There are several hundred
already named that would have been better unnamed and
left in the seed beds. Unless one possesses a collection of
worth while peonies already established as to their value,
or has access to plantings where the best peonies can be
studied and comparisons made, he is in no position to in
troduce new varieties.

HIGH PRICED VARIETIES The question is often
asked, what makes some varieties so expensive? There
are many elements entering into this matter of prices,
chief of which is rareness. If the origination is of excep
tional merit and only a few in existence, prices are naturally
high and can be expected to remain so until sufficient stock
is propagated to warrant a reduction in price.
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Peonies that are slow propagators are usually high in
price, if they are meritorious, for the same reason as cited
above.
The word "rare" as it is commonly used in describing

peonies is rather confusing, as there are peonies that are
rare possessing but little, if any, particular value. The word
"scarce" would be better understood.
Foreign creations difficult of importation due to great de

mand for the stock can be expected to command fancy
prices.
The years consumed in the origination of a new variety

of intrinsic value warrants the originator in demanding a
price commensurate with the labor involved and the op
portunity presented for remuneration. Doubtless many
years of watching, waiting and caring for the plant were
consumed before the variety was offered to the public and
why shouldn't the hybridizer receive a reward sufficient to
repay him.
PEONIES AS AN INVESTMENT Is one justified in

expending a considerable outlay for peonies? Of course
this depends largely upon circumstances. In sections of
the country where the climate is not entirely suited to their
growth it might be unwise to do so. However, where
peonies can be grown and as the value of a peony increases
materially, it is a safe investment to plant them liberally.
If desired for landscape decoration they make a gorgeous
display and add greatly to any perennial border long after
the blossoms have faded and gone. If purchased for the
purpose of profit from the sale of flowers or plants, the
peony is undoubtedly of exceptional value. I feel that one
is thoroughly justified in purchasing peonies generously as
there is no other perennial that will give greater returns
or more gratifying results.
Is price alone a determining factor in the purchase of

plants? Most emphatically, NO. There are many sizes
of roots sent out by dealers at varying prices for the same
variety.
The size of the root is of paramount importance and is a

determining factor in securing prompt results. If one is
willing to wait for results, the small divisions, if properly
cared for, will give satisfaction.
Healthy and true stock is vitally more essential than the

matter of price. Confidence in the party you buy from
should be an outstanding element and have considerable
weight in your judgment before placing your order for
plants.
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FAILURE TO BLOOM Some of the outstanding rea
sons for failure of peonies to bloom may be summed up as
follows :

Too deep planting.
Over fertilization causing diseased roots.
Sour or acid soil.
Insufficient moisture.
Lack of fertility.
Damaging eyes in early spring with rake or fork.
Unseasonable frosts or freezing in late spring.
Numerous eyes without sufficient root support.
Too deep planting will cause the plant to form buds near

er the surface in an effort to right the wrong. These buds
will be formed along the stem at intervals and result in a
large number of weak stems with insufficient strength to
hold or develop bloom. If a choice variety it can be dug
up and cut back to one bud on each main stem and re
planted in a new location, or the earth replaced with fresh
fertile soil, being careful to plant so the buds will not be
deeper than 2 or 2j4 inches below the surface of the
ground. By careful cultivation a plant may be revived
and in time regain its former vigor. With an inexpensive
plant would recommend discarding it.
I have spoken of over fertilization earlier in this article.

Heavy and continued applications of manure or other fer
tilizers will cause your plants to become dyspeptic in re
senting the rich diet and the roots are likely to rot. Espe
cially is this true when manure has been placed directly
over the plants and the alternate thawing and freezing
during the spring months will allow the liquid fertilizer to
enter the crown of the root through the hollow stems of
the plant and come in direct contact with the root. Damage
will surely follow in such cases.
Acidity in the soil can be remedied by applications of

lime. As a rule lime is not recommended for peonies, but
I am taking the liberty to quote a portion of a lecture made
by one of the largest growers of peonies in the United
States on the restoration of poor plants.

"We are on the right road to eliminate the dread
disease Nematodes. (Note This disease is doubtless
the work of what is known as the Nematode worm
causing the root galls found in some plants.)
Many of you have bought plants in that condition. It
is the result of growing peonies on polluted land. The
remedy is to remove the roots to fresh ground and use
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plenty of lime. We believe that peonies need lime in
abundance. When we plant peonies we dust them
all over with lime as they go into the ground. We
use bone meal and wood ashes as a fertilizer."

The presence of sorrel is a sure indication that the soil
needs sweetening. By using litmus paper to test soil you
can readily determine acidity. The paper will fade or lose
its color rapidly when coming in contact with sour soil.
Insufficient moisture during the summer when the next

season's buds are forming causes small buds and if the
following spring is unusually dry, there may not be enough
vitality in the root to throw out a stem that will produce
bloom. This is especially noticeable in small divisions.
Occasional thorough watering will obviate this.
Lack of fertility in the soil, due to many reasons, is often

a cause of shy blooming or total failure to bloom. Trees
or shrubbery growing in too close proximity often robs the
plant of necessary fertilizing elements and is one of the
common faults found in many plantings. These features
should be properly considered at planting time.
Early growth in the spring often starts before we are

aware of the fact and in removing mulching or in attempting
to work about the plants the tender buds are damaged or
entirely broken off. In our zeal to get our garden work well
in hand we are sometimes unmindful that after the frost
disappears and the ground becomes slightly warmed by the
sun's rays the tiny peony buds, full of life and vigor, are
anxiously waiting to make their appearance, and by ruth
lessly removing their winter covering we do not observe
that they have already made their presence manifest and
damage results. Extreme caution should be exercised when
working about the tender, new growth as it is easily broken
off.
Some springs, due to climatic conditions beyond our con

trol, late frosts and freezing will seriously affect the bloom
ing qualities of plants so damaged. Adequate protection
can be afforded if the planting is not too large to make it
impracticable. Sometimes plants badly frozen can be re
vived by an application of cold water before the sun has an
opportuntiy to complete the damage already sustained.
Have brought through plants in this manner that seemed
irreparably damaged and their blooming qualities did not
seem to be impaired in the least.
Numerous eyes on divisions without proper root support

are not satisfactory. A good root with one or two eyes
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is preferable to a small root with numerous eyes. The
small root with an over-abundance of eyes will have to
attain more root growth before it can properly support
good, strong stems capable of producing bloom.
PREPARING PEONIES FOR EXHIBITION PUR

POSES To be able to put up a first class exhibition of
any flower requires considerable experience or knowledge
of how to obtain the most satisfactory results. I am going
to present here an article previously written by me on this
subject as some of my readers may not have read it and
this is the season of year when we should have this ques
tion in mind.
The first step is the choosing of well established plants,

which should be at least three years old. Sometimes splen
did specimens are secured from two year old plants. Very
liberal cultivation of the plants is imperative from the time
they make- their appearance in the spring until the plants
have attained their growth and the buds are well formed.
Should there be insufficient rainfall during the growing
reason, see that your plants are well supplied with water,
for this is one of the most important items in the produc
tion of large exhibition bloms.
FERTILIZATION is also important and to get the

most out of your plants should be resorted to. Well de
cayed cow manure will be found the best fertilizer for all
practical purposes. Spading in between the rows and
following by liberal applications of water will distribute the
liquid manure directly to the roots of the plants. This
should be done as early in the season as possible. If this
is not done, liquid manure applied at least once a week,
twice, if possible, at least a month before blooming time
will be found especially beneficial in producing fine show
flowers. An application or two of nitrate of soda in the
form of a liquid will also produce very noticeable results.
A quarter of a pound is sufficient to cover a square rod
when not used as a liquid. Potash in the form of a liquid
applied to the surface of the ground (do not spray on the
foliage), used once or twice during development of the
plant will also be found beneficial. Wood ashes may be
used liberally with splendid results. Bone meal is also a
splendid fertilizer but does not give as quick results.
Would prefer the application of liquid manure above all
others. The matter of fertilization can be easily overdone
and a word of caution at this time may not be amiss. In
our zeal to achieve unusual results we are apt to let our
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enthusiasm get the better of us to the detriment of our
plants.

DISBUDDING This is absolutely imperative if you
want to get specimen bloom. The lateral or side buds
should be removed, leaving only the central bud (which
is usually larger), remaining. These should be pinched
or clipped off as soon as the buds have attained the size of
a pea or soon thereafter. By holding the central bud, or
the bud you choose to remain, the lateral buds are easily
removed by a quick, downward movement with the free
hand. I do not mean to strip the leaves but to remove
each bud separately. After some practice you can do this
quite rapidly by using both hands without holding the
central bud. I do not approve of cutting off all the stems
but those selected with the most promising buds, as is ad
vocated by some as it tends to injure your plant. When
you remove the specimen bloom there is not sufficient foli
age left to properly care for the root system if this method
is followed.
CHOOSING YOUR FLOWERS After the buds are

well developed the most promising ones may be hooded by
placing a paper sack over the bud and holding it in place
by tying loosely with twine, or what is better, a rubber
band. See that the rubber or string is not so tight as to
prevent free circulation to the bud.
The hooding is not absolutely necessary but if a very

rainy season as is oftentimes experienced, it protects the
bud very materially. If necessary to hold some days before
exhibiting, the buds may be cut as soon as they are about
ready to open and placed in a dark, cool cellar. This varies
somewhat with the different varieties which can only be
determined by experience. No absolute rule can be fol
lowed but the slow developing varieties should remain
longer undisturbed than the more loosely formed or free
blooming varieties. Place them in water for three or four
hours after which the buds should be wrapped in oil paper
to prevent them from getting wet. It is very necessary that
the buds are dry before being placed in cold storage or they
will spot and turn dark. It often becomes necessary to cut
your exhibition blooms during rainy weather. By taking
hold of the stems firmly and swinging the flower with a
downward motion most of the water cgn be removed. This
can be done without snapping off the stems if the arm
moves in a circle.
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Several hours before time of exhibition they should be
removed from storage, placed in water after the stems have
been freshly cut to permit free circulation, and placed in
the sun or a warm room, where they will rapidly unfold.
If you find they are opening too slowly, a gentle shaking
of the stem, firmly holding directly beneath the bloom and
blowing gently with the breath, will produce the desired
result very promptly. You should always make ample pro^
vision, where possible, to have extra flowers on hand of
the variety you wish to display as some may not be of
exhibition quality or may become damaged in some manner
to make them unfit for show purposes.
Considerable trouble and expense is saved if it is not

necessary to resort to cold storage (or to your own
refrigerator as a substitute for a cold storage plant), if
you only have a few blooms to take care of and can leave
them to develop in the fields. They should be protected
from the sun that will fade the delicate colors on some of
the varieties and the rain that will deteriorate their quality.
By bringing them in the house and placing in water in a
dark, cool cellar just as the bud is starting to open, you
will preserve the natural color of the bloom and the flower
will have considerable more quality and substance. Flowers
taken from cold storage will not hold up long after they
have been exposed to heat. Summing the whole matter up
briefly we reach the following conclusion :

Cultivate thoroughly
Water generously
Fertilize cautiously
Choose well developed plants
Select the best and largest buds
Prepare your exhibits carefully.

A SELECTION OF VARIETIES FOR THE
BEGINNER

By A. M. Brand
I have been asked to offer a few suggestions to the person

just starting to grow peonies concerning the varieties most
suitable for him to purchase. Now I take it for granted
that such a person does not wish to start out with the high
priced new varieties. He wants to buy first some of the
best of the inexpensive old kinds. After living with these a
few years he will know what he wants and will be able to
add intelligently to his collection, including, perhaps, some
of the choicest of the new introductions.
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Now there is quite a list of good varieties that will give
satisfaction to the beginner. From these I have chosen
about fifty really fine sorts that may be purchased at a
very reasonable price. This list includes a few of the very
choicest kinds, but the majority are just below what would
be considered" by the peony enthusiast strictly first class.
Still there is not one that the peony lover will wish to dis
card after it has found a place in his garden. Many of
these varieties I have had in my own collection over thirty
years, and they look as good to me now as they did in the
beginning. They are dependable sorts, coming good every
year, and I never cease to look forward eagerly to their
blooming.
In the first place I am going to name eleven splendid

whites, not one of which I should ever want to be without.
They are Grandiflora Nivea Plena, Festiva Maxima,
Duchess de Nemours, Mme. de Verneville, Avalanche,
James Kelway, Baroness Schroeder, Mons. Dupont, Mme.
Emile Lemoine, Couronne D'Or, and Marie Lemoine.
Grandiflora Nivea Plena is the earliest good white. It

bears immense flowers of great beauty. Festiva Maxima is
an old variety but it is still one of the most sought after
of all peonies. James Kelway is one of the best whites in
existence. Mme. Emile Lemoine as a rule creates a sensa
tion when exhibited among the finest peonies. Marie
Lemoine is a late variety. It produces very large, beautifully
formed flowers. They are creamy white, showing gold
stamens. It is the most sweetly scented of all peonies. I
consider it Calot's masterpiece. But why mention
individual peonies when they are all so good.
In light pinks I want to suggest twelve varieties, not

one of which I can bring myself to leave out. They are
Albert Crousse, Asa Gray, Eugenie Verdier, Grandiflora,
La Perle, Mlle. Rousseau, Mme. Calot, Mme. Emile Galle,
Marguerite Gerard, Octavie Demay, Pierre Duchartre, and
Venus,
It is hard to say which of these grand pinks is the best.

Probably, everything considered, we must choose Grandi
flora, which I think one of the most beautiful of all peonies.
At the American Peony Society's Cleveland Show I saw
great tubs filled with superb blooms of Mme. Emile Galle,
and I thought then, as I have often thought when studying
this wonderful variety in the field, "Can there be anything
more beautiful in all the world than Mme. Emile Galle?"
It was at this same Cleveland show that I first recognized



the true worth of La Perle. The wonderful blooms
exhibited there were cut in the bud and displayed half open.
They were more beautiful than any rose I have ever seen.
Among deep pinks also there are some twelve sorts that

it would be hard to do without, Claire Dubois, Edulis
Superba, Etta, Livingstone, Mlle. Leonie Calot, Mme.
Geissler, Mme. Forel, Mons. Jules Elie, Modeste Guerin,
Marie Crousse, Reine Hortense, and Triumph de l'Exposi-
tion de Lille.
Claire Dubois is probably the finest cut flower in deep

pink. No garden is complete without Edulis Superba, it is
so early and so good. Mile. Leonie Calot is really one of
the most beautiful of all peonies. It is a trifle small but
its shape and coloring are superb. Marie Crousse, a very
clean cut, bright deep pink flower, I consider Crousse's best
flower. Mons. Jules Elie is probably loved by more people
than any other peony. The flower is an immense glistening
pink bomb. Reine Hortense, an old flower, would create
a sensation in the peony world if it were a new introduc
tion. It is one of Calot's two or three best flowers.
Desirable good reds are harder to pick out among the

lower priced varieties than are whites and pinks. To get
really good reds one is almost compelled to go into the newer
and higher priced sorts, such as Karl Rosenfield, Long
fellow, Charles McKellip. Lora Dexheimer, Mary Brand,
Ben Franklin, and Richard Carvel. Still there are a few
pretty good low priced sorts to choose from even in reds.
Adolph Rousseau, Eugene Bigot, Felix Crousse, Pierre
Dessert, Purpurea Superba, Rachel, and Richardson's
Rubra Superba are all fairly good reds.
Purpurea Superba is probably the least desirable of the

list, but after an acquaintance of over thirty years I still
wish to retain it. It is one of the tallest peonies, the form
of the flower is fine, and its color is a pleasing shade of
red. Adolphe Rousseau is an early very dark red. Few reds
have its depth of color. Felix Crousse is one of our great
est show flowers. Very seldom does one see a better vase
of reds in the show room. Eugene Bigot is an unusually
bright red. It is very late. Rubra Superba, although slow
to come into bloom, is still our best late red. One must
wait for four to five year plants in order to get it in per
fection, but then it is remarkably good. Pierre Dessert and
Rachel are good, differing a little in shade and type from
the others.
Of course, when one has become fairly well acquainted
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with any kind of flower, he will have developed personal
preferences in regard to color, type, etc., that will largely
guide his choice in adding to his collection. But I believe
that these flowers that I have known through many years
and that still give me much pleasure will furnish a safe
list for the amateur to use in making his selection of
peonies.

GARDEN HINTS FOR BEGINNERS
By Lee R. Bonnewitz

The love of peonies and the desire to grow them usually
takes possession of a person like an inspiration. Yesterday
we hardly knew what the word "Peony" meant. Today
we see a most wonderful flower which has been grown in
our own climate, and we become possessed with a desire
to grow it in our own garden. Upon investigation we find
a multitude of catalogues with a wealth of information,
most of which, however, is written for the benefit of the
advanced Peony enthusiast. This article, however, is writ
ten for the sole benefit of men and women who have seen
magnificent Peony blooms at the shows, but who have never
seen the plants growing in a garden.
Peony gardens are started by purchasing roots which con

tinually grow larger from season to season, and which may
be divided every three or four years, and each division thus
made, if it possesses even a single eye or sprout will in three
or four years become a full sized Peony plant, capable of
producing as good blooms as any other plant of the same
variety. Plants grown from divisions of roots always
produce the same kind of blooms as the original plant.
Seeds, however, will produce plants altogether different
from the plant from which the seeds were obtained, and
in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, the blooms on these
plants will not be as good as on the parent plants.
The beginner should carefully select his varieties and

should not let his enthusiasm lead him to buy so many that
he can not properly take care of them. Every root pur
chased should be provided with a stake on which is perma
nently inscribed the name of the variety. He will want to
include in his selection an early, a mid-season and a late
variety of each of the three colors, white, pink and red.
And I am sure he would enjoy having, also, one of the
three yellow varieties now on the market, although it will
be necessary for him to invest more money in the yellow
variety than in any of the others. He may be interested
in knowing that there is a $100.00 prize offered for a new
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yellow Peony, and as this new Peony must be grown from
seed, and as it is supposed that seed from a yellow variety
is more likely to produce the color wanted, there is quite
a desire among Peony owners to possess at least one yellow
variety as a seed producer.
If his observation has been thorough he will probably not

want any help in selecting the varieties for his first pur
chase, but judging from the time of blooming in my own
garden, Candidissima, Festiva Maxima and Mireille would
cover the season in white varieties; Umbellata Rosea,
Eugenie Verdier and Grandiflora (Richardson) in pinks ;
and Midnight (Brand), Felix Crousse and Rubra Superba
would do the same in reds. If he should desire a yellow
variety, I suggest a division of Primevere. A Beginner's
collection should also include a root of M. Jules Elie, for if
he secures a root of good, clean stock, it will probably give
him a greater surprise than any other variety. Un
fortunately there is a lot of worthless stock of this variety
in the country, so that it would be wise to select this
variety from some grower's garden while the plant is in
bloom. If a new variety should be grown from seed with
as much merit and individuality as M. Jules Elie, I am sure
that $1,000.00 would be a very moderate price to pay for it.
In purchasing these varieties he will find the prices so

reasonable on all of them except Primevere, that he can
afford to purchase a full sized one or two-year old root,
which should have four or more eyes, but the yellow variety
will probably be quoted at $5.00 or more for a full sized
root. As a beginner he may not care to pay so much for
one variety, in which case he will be perfectly justified in
asking the grower to make him a price on a division with
one or two eyes, which he can probably purchase for about
a third of the price of the whole root. This division, if cut
from a strong, healthy root, as all divisions should be, will,
according to experience in my garden, be just as large in
three or four years as any other three or four year old plant
of the same variety, even if the other plant started with six
or a dozen eyes.
Two or three years ago the growers were afraid to sell

divisions but we are all wiser now, for as Mr. Farr says, "A
strong root with one eye often is infinitely better than a
weak one with many." T. C. Thurlow's Sons give their
approval to divisions by saying, "Undoubtedly they will
eventually bloom as well as larger plants, just as a colt
will eventually do as much work as a fully grown horse,
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but we must wait a few years for it." It takes a colt three
years to develop into a horse, just as it takes a division
three years to develop into a full sized Peony plant, and as
it takes a two-year old Peony plant two years to establish
itself in a new location, it seems that the purchasers of
divisions lose only one year's time in the operation. The
sale of divisions has allowed the Peony business to make
a most wonderful growth during the past three years and
thousands of Peony enthusiasts own rare varieties who
could not possibly have owned them under other conditions
because there would not have been enough roots in the
world to supply the present owners.
Having selected and received his Peony roots, the next

thing is to plant them properly. This can be done any
time from the first of September until the ground freezes
solid, but it is wise to do it early, because we sometimes
fail to get the work completed, which we plan to do late
in the season. For the Peony bed, let the beginner select
a piece of ground in full sun, with soil at least as rich as that
in his vegetable garden. Spade it at least twelve inches
deep (fifteen to eighteen inches would, of course, be better,
but I have never done it). In case he spades it deeper than
twelve inches, it would be wise to put some well rotted
manure in the lower six inches of the bed where the roots
will find it in future years, but in this part of Ohio the soil
is so rich that no fertilizer is needed. However, it is wise
to use fertilizer in most sections of the United States, but
care should be taken if manure is used, that it should be old
and well rotted, and even then it must not come in direct
contact with the roots.
I like to ridge up my Peony beds so that under no cir

cumstances can the water stand around the plants, for
Peonies resent too much moisture. In planting my Peony
roots (which are always strong divisions) I place the eyes
exactly even with the surface of the bed and cover them
with two inches of the best soil available. The root will
settle somewhat, as will also the entire bed, but when freez
ing weather arrives I like to feel that the eyes are covered
to such a de^th (not more than two inches), that the winds
of February and March cannot uncover them. The beginner
may cover his few plants with straw about December 15th,
after the ground has frozen solid, and this covering will
keep the bed from thawing out until late in the season.
In my latitude, this covering should be removed about the
last week in March. The beginner will, of course, under
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stand that these planting directions are given for my own
latitude and conditions. Should his conditions be differ
ent, he would be wise to consult an experienced Peony
grower in his own vicinity as to the best method of planting.
My experience has taught me that the method I have out
lined is the best for my section of Ohio.
Each plant will thrust its head through the ground in

early April, and if more than two sprouts should appear,
the owner of the garden may break off and destroy the
excess above that number, which process will give increased
strength to the two remaining. Within two or three weeks
he will find a tiny bud on the tip of each sprout, and a few
days later he will find three to five lateral buds lower down
on the stem. If he will carefully pinch off these lateral or
side buds the full strength of the plapt will go to the main
buds and they will develop into fair blooms the first year,
and he can have a faint idea of the kind of flowers he will
see on his plants two or three years later. If the grower has
the courage to pinch one of the buds from the two main
stems, the bud remaining will develop into a finer flower
than if the young plant was allowed to try to bring the
two to full development. On young plants all blooms
should be cut so that the plant does not have a chance to
grow and ripen seed, for maturing seed is said to use
strength which should be retained and used for root growth.
Peony plants need comparatively little attention. The

soil should be loosened around the plants to the depth of
about an inch soon after the shoots are through the ground.
Too deep early cultivation may injure the roots. Keep the
soil free from weeds and grass and the plants will ask little
else of the gardener.
The second year the beginner may allow four or five stems

to carry main blooms, and the third season should find him
with such a quantity of extremely fine flowers that he will
be unable to resist the impulse to exhibit them at the near
est Peony Show.

TREATING LEMOINE DISEASE
By Frank P. Garman, Akron, Ohio

I am writing you a letter today as Mr. Shaw requested
me to let you know how we treated the Lemoine disease.
I knew little about the disease till after the peony show

at Cleveland. You and several of the members were in
the gardens checking up on varieties and I mentioned that
some of my Lemoine varieties were not doing good.

35



You told me to dig a couple of plants and we found them
covered with knots and no growth. I asked what to do
with them.
Everyone said burn them, but I did not. I dug them in

September and planted them in my hospital grounds. This
piece of ground was new ground I had cleared and plowed
the winter before. It was a yellow clay soil well drained
and never had any manure.
When I received any variety from anyone that showed

Lemoine disease, I put it in the hospital grounds. I dug
9 Lemoine diseased varieties which made about 150 plants.
I cut all the knots off and also all but one or two eyes

on a plant. Then I washed each plant clean and dipped it
in common mason lime and sulphur mixed about half and
half and dry. I then planted them, putting one double
handful of leaf mould around each plant, not wet leaves
but soil that you find in the woods where the leaves have
collected for years. I use this fine leaf mould for planting
all my peonies; one double handful around each plant. It
gives them a start and it makes them easier to dig in our
heavy soil.
I am getting off the track of the Lemoine disease. I

then finished covering the plants with the common soil.
I mulched with straw, kept manure away from the plants.
About the middle of May I gave them a good liming, a
small handful around each plant, not getting much against
the tender stalks. I kept the ground well cultivated.
About the tenth of August I gave the plants some potash.

I used it in the sprinkling can, using a level handful to
three gallons of water. I used it in the morning and was
careful not to get it on the leaves. I used the potash the
same way about the last of August.
The next year they made a fine growth. I gave them a

good coat of wood ashes.
I dug the plants the third fall and very little Lemoine

disease showed. I put these plants with thousands of other
ones in new ground. They looked very thrifty. I wish you
could come and see the peonies next season.
To make a long story short about the Lemoine disease,

is to cut away as much disease as possible, not leave many
eyes and wash them clean and dip the plants in dry lime
and sulphur and plant in a clay loam well drained and
never use manure.
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For fertilizers use lime, wood ashes, bonemeal and a little
potash.
I hope I have made things clear so you can get some

thing out of this.
Note The above was embodied in a letter to Mr. B. F.

Farr under date of February 6, 1923. Mr. Garman's experi
ence in the extensive peony gardens of Mr. E. C. Shaw of
Akron, Ohio, should prove of value to every peony grower.
Experiences of others in the treatment of Lemoine disease
will be welcomed. W. F. C.
THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS OF A MEMBER

UPON RECEIPT OF BULLETIN OF PEONY
NEWS, NO. 18

F. X. Schreiner
(a) Conditions of Membership. Here I think an

advantageous revision could be made, i. e., cut out the
extra initiation fee of $2.00. It makes a rather high sum
to start with and I think keeps a number of amateurs from
joining. As a substitute would suggest a $5.00 fee per
annum for professional business members and a $3.00 fee
for amateurs.
(b) Mr. Pillow's correction of symposium and Mr.

Wister's article on "Tree Peonies" are very interesting and
just the sort of material needed to advance interest in peony
culture. Interesting material also are the articles of "A Gift
of Peonies to China" and the notes on special varieties of
Brand's and Hollis' Peonies.
(c) Articles like "Authentic List of Riviere and Millet

Varieties" are absolutely essential information and con
siderably overdue at this late date.
(d) One of the really progressive suggestions is the

idea of classification of peonies as Mr. Farr suggests.
Would it not be well to extend this sort of inquiry into a
symposium and get expressions on a fixed set of questions
like Mr. Farr's lists 1-2-3-4. This would be fine for this
year, if it could be gotten under way.
(e) Mr. Ferguson's two articles, however, cannot go by

unchallenged. The first one on Page 23 is excellent and the
subject important and interesting, but Mr. Ferguson fol
lows with a clearly different subject matter than the head
ing announces. He does not distinguish between "frequent
division" and something less than frequent divisions,
wherever that line can be drawn sharply. (It is very easy
to slur the subject in this manner.)
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As the article proceeds, Mr. Ferguson makes out a case
against successive division of a plant for propagation pur
poses, versus propagating by seed. Every citation is to
that end and not to the matter of frequent or infrequent
dividing of roots. What conclusion can be drawn from this
article? According to that, Festiva Maxima, now perhaps
in the "nth" generation must have been an unparalleled
wonder at the time of divisions near the original plant
more than sixty years ago. The conclusion must be that
we should propagate peonies from seed to avoid degen
erating.
Mr. Ferguson's second article is even more amazing. As

I understand the small division business, the size of the
roots should be the same as the commercial nursery uses in
doing their commercial propagating. Surely they cut a
root down to the right profitable size for successful
propagation. Done this way the proposition is up to the
buyer. If he has not the necessary skill and is not willing
to give the necessary care to these smaller divisions, he
lias no business buying them. On the other hand, some
peony merchants are not in sympathy with the so-called
"one eye" divisions, and may not carry the idea out as a
friend of the business. One can discredit this tendency or
help it as friend or enemy.
Mr. Ferguson's first case is easy to understand after

what has been said by others about the shy blooming of
peonies of Holland origin. His second case is singular. He
must have ordered his roots from some one who tried to
kill the idea. The "one eye" business as I understand it
is, that divisions are cut from two, and preferably three
year old plants. That is important. Neither should they
be scraps and trimmings that have been grown one year
and then sent out. When this small division business is
done right by seller and buyer, it is a success. There is
already too much evidence available to prove that point.
It is necessary here to think clearly and not confuse
motives and improper execution as a cause of failure.

(f) The Department of Registration is certainly
welcome as carried out by the Thurlow's. There certainly
should be a standard form along which these new varieties
are described, either along lines of Cornell descriptions or
the form used by Thurlow. There should nothing be left
negative as to where it belongs in type, fragrance, season,
etc. Following the "technical standard form" description
could be an amplification of other points interesting. It
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would be well if another peony could be mentioned which
is similar and wherein new arrival differs or excels. Cer
tainly registrations are not frequent or numerous enough
but what the originator could be requested to use, say the
Ridgeway's chart for color designation. Then readers
could draw some adequate conclusions from a description.
Take as an example Mr. C. M. Wettengel's registration

of Martha A. Twyman. What does it tell? There are
already, say a hundred pinks. Where does this come in at
a high price? What niche does it fill that was vacant? It
is certainly high time that the Peony Society gets into
action on this subject.
(g) "Seedlings identical with named varieties" is an

article hinting at interesting possibilities. We all know
human nature's attitude towards prospective pecuniary
profit. Could it not have happened that various seedlings
originated here and there were put on the band wagon
under labels of their nearest resemblances, thereby causing
some of the vexing uncertainties and variations?
(h) Mr. Long is not exactly fair to Mr. Bonnewitz in

the way he presents this gentleman's name in relation to
the peony Miss Salway. While he quotes from one of the
older "Garden notes" issued by Mr. Bonnewitz, he does not
quote from a later Bulletin in which Mr. Bonnewitz fully
and publicly reverses his opinion.
Note Touching on the subject of "one eye" divisions

we have a vigorous protest from one of our members (who
does not desire his name to appear), who takes a most
determined stand in favor of the small division. Mr.
Ferguson's article in Bulletin No. 18 has added fuel to the
fire and we may expect to hear others who share opinions
with him on this subject as well as those who possess
entirely opposite views. W. F. C.

ANNUAL PEONY EXHIBITION
As the American Peony Society will hold its 20th annual

Peony Show in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minn., this June, I want to extend a most hearty welcome to
every member to join us in putting on a splendid exhibit,
either by your presence to view the exhibits, or better still
by your exhibiting. Ample provisions will be made to take
care of out-of-town exhibitions, cold storage facilities being
provided to hold early blooming varieties as well as blooms
that may be sent for exhibition from sections south and
east where the season may be earlier than we enjoy here.
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Ample provisions have been made to fully care for an
immense exhibit and as general chairman of the various
committees I can assure you one of the greatest shows ever
staged by the Society since its inception.
The Northwest is a vast storehouse for many large peony

plantings and with the assistance of the eastern, western
and central growers (and we trust our date may not be
out of line for our Canadian friends) we should have several
hundred exhibitors.
The Hippodrome at the Minnesota State Fair grounds

has been secured for the exhibition. There is an unob
structed space 270 feet long and 120 feet wide with ample
seating provision to take care of several thousand specta
tors. The lighting facilities are of the best for a building
of its size. We wish it were possible for every member of
the American Peony Society to be present and briny:
exhibits. Energetic and efficient committees are at work
on the arrangements and a most cordial invitation is
extended to all. The Hippodrome is situated midway
between the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minn., making it easily accessible from either city. Splen
did hotel accommodations can be secured in either city and
there are many points of interest in and about the cities
to make it well worth one's time to spend a few days here.
The many beautiful lakes are a constant source of delight to
the visitor and the splendid drives along attractive boule
vards give added charm and enchantment. YVe have
adopted as our slogan. "SEE A MILLION BLOOMS AT
THE PEONY SHOW," and we want to make that slogan
good.
Everyone intending to exhibit should address the writer

as early as possible so that arrangements can be made to
take care of all properly. It is planned to have the exhibi
tion three days, as the floor of the Hippodrome is earth
covered with tan bark that will admit of sprinkling, keep
ing the building comparatively cool and moist. This in
turn will add greatly to the keeping quality of bloom.
Xo definite dates can be announced at this writing, but

they will likely be June 12th, 13th and 14th, or shortly
thereafter. Members will be advised of correct dates early
as possible.
Thousands upon thousands of fragrant blooms will be

blended and massed with cunning artistry and the alluring
freshness and riotous profusion of color combinations should
make a most appealing display to any flower lover.
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Reduced railroad fares will be in effect which will be an
added incentive to visit the exhibition.

PEONYITIS
SYMPTOMS This ailment, quite prevalent in the

United States is also to be found on foreign shores. The
symptoms are first manifest soon after the victim has been
shown some choice peonies. The parasite, microbe or germ
readily finds lodgement in the patient's sub-conscious mind
and from that point rapidly assumes startling proportions
while the unfortunate sufferer is apparently oblivious of its
presence. A burning desire to acquire scores of beautiful
peonies can hardly be repressed and if the party is not
hampered by financial ties this craving increases in inten
sity. A peculiar characteristic of the affliction is that it
usually attacks those at the age of discretion. Youth rare
ly contracts the bug although cases are not uncommon of its
prevalence in immature manhood and womanhood. Con
tents of peony catalogs are eagerly devoured and assimi
lated and the greedy patient still hungers. Aggravated
symptoms subside after the afflicted acquires his first peony
plantings but are not entirely alleviated.
TREATMENT No definite, infallible treatment can be

prescribed. It is such a satisfying affliction that the pa
tient is not easily susceptible to restorative or corrective
measures. Vigorous protestations voiced by the good wife
may have a momentary effect but does not usually prove
of lasting benefit, for the disease is readily transmissible
and an entire family or neighborhood may be afflicted. It
is impossible to eradicate as long as the beauty of the peony
remains and the most sensible solution of the problem is to
become infected with the rest and get a more radiant vision
of the most beautiful flower grown.
NOTES FROM THE CORRESPONDING SECRE

TARY'S OFFICE
The work of preparing and editing the Bulletins has been

transferred to the office of Corresponding Secretary until
the return of Prof. A. P. Saunders from Europe. This
bulletin being our initial effort we will endeavor to have
something of interest and profit in each succeeding issue.
We do not expect. nor would we presume to hope that our
views would not meet with some adverse criticism. We
have simply given them to you as the result of several
years' experience in the growing of peonies together with
serious, careful study of our favorite flower.
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Articles for publication in the Bulletin will be welcomed
by the editor. While it may not be possible to publish them
in the first issue after receipt of same, they will appear as
early as possible. Any articles setting forth experiences
that will be helpful to our members are especially desired.
Constructive criticism and suggestions for the improvement
of the Bulletin will be gladly considered.
Are you aware that advertising space in this Bulletin is

available at the very nominal rate of $5.00 for a year's in
sertion. We know of no better medium of advertising
as reasonable that will bring as large returns. Let us have
your copy for the next issue together with check for $5.00
to cover.
A special campaign to increase the membership of the

Society to contain all admirers of the peony is in progress.
Let each member consider themselves a committee of one
to secure one or more new members or at least send to the
Corresponding Secretary names and addresses of prospects
and we will endeavor to secure them as members.
At the recent meeting of the Directors held in New York

City, March 13th, it was decided to defer any further work
on the proposed manual but that descriptions of novelties
or new seedlings, together with varieties rating above 8,
should be published in the Bulletins at intervals. Peonies
with a lower rating appearing in the symposium that the
Society have decided to retain, will later be given con
sideration.
Some Bulletins have been returned due to incorrect ad

dress. Plense check the address shown on the envelope
containing this Bulletin and if incorrect in any particular,
advise the Corresponding Secretary at once. A member
ship list will be published at a later date and it is desired
to have every incorrect address corrected before that time.
In Bulletin No. 17, page 13, the address of Joseph R.

Harrison shown at top of page is Columbia City, Ind., also
the address of J. C. Middleton, Guelph, Ont., should be
changed to London, Ont.
In the passing of the Hon. James R. Mann, one of our

faithful members, the amateur ranks lost one of its largest
peony collectors and a most ardent peony enthusiast. Dur
ing the growing season whenever Mr. Mann could get a few
days from his political duties, he would be found among
his peonies that he loved so well. In his gardens was to be
found any peony that was worth while as he was constantly
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adding to his collection. He took pleasure in showing his
gardens to his friends and many a flower lover enriched
his planting through the liberality and generosity of Con
gressman Mann. He derived great delight in giving to
others so that they too might enjoy some of the pleasures
he experienced.
Unfortunately it was not noted until too late that the

size of Bulletins 17 and 18 were not uniform in size with
previous issues. This difference in size will be corrected
with this issue and succeeding numbers will remain uniform.
The Bulletins will be enlarged as to contents as well as the
advertising section.
Another Bulletin will be issued shortly after the June

meeting and peony show so that any matters of interest
transpiring at that time may be promptly reported to the
members.
Let us have your co-operation with any articles of inter

est regarding the peony. Your experiences may be helpful
to others.
Mr. Garman's letter in regard to the treatment of Lemo-

ine disease should prove intensely interesting to those
troubled with diseased peony roots of this nature. If this
trouble can be entirely eradicated, with this treatment, some
of our very finest varieties will be elevated to more popular
favor, and one of the most aggravating maladies with which
we have to contend will be conquered.
The New York Horticultural Society will hold a Peony

Show at the American Museum of Natural History in New
York City about June 10th. A very attractive premium list
has been prepared and it is desired that a large number of
exhibitors participate. There will be a number of peony
shows in the west given by local societies among which will
be Duluth, Minn., Sioux Falls, S. D., Grand Forks, N. D.,
in addition to the Annual Show of the American Peony So
ciety held in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul,
Minn.
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The following greeting was composed especially for the occa
sion of the coming June Peony Show by Charles Jerome Traxler.lawyer, author and proprietor of the Fairyland Gardens, 225 W.
24th St., Minneapolis, Minn.:

TO THE LADIES
A greeting to the fair ones,
Especially the rare ones,
From Northwestern P. & I. Society.
Accept it as your duty
To lend your type of beauty,
To add rare charm and choice variety.

Put on a brand new bonnet,
With a rose and ribbon on it,

And pin a pink carnation on your dress;
And come to see Flour City
And the blossoms that are pretty,
At the peony show for A. P. S.

We welcome you right gladly,
We mean to rush things madly
To prove to A. P. S. what we have done.
We need your aid to show them,
The west is where we grow them
The choicest blossoms 'neath the shining sun.

Have no misgivings fearful,
The North Star boys are cheerful,
The kind that put things through with snap and dash.
They'll touch the high points lightly,
And keep things moving sprightly
But be assured that they'll do nothing rash.

Wear any kind of bonnet,
We'll care not what is on it,

Just wear a smile as sweet as honey dew.
Then A. P. S. will greet you,
Then North Star boys will treat you
As honored guests among a favored few.

Come smiling and come singing,
Come smiling and keep smiling all the while.
Let's show those Eastern strangers,
How dauntless western rangers
Put on a peony show in Western style.

May 1st, 1923.
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AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
Registration Blank for Seedlings and New Varieties

Date 192..

Name of variety
Originator Owner

Index No..

..Introducer

Registered by Address..

Honorable Mention
Silver Medal

Honorary awards received )
from any society: J

Class Tree or Moutan
Hybrid
Herbaceous Officinalis

Chinese or P. albiflora
Type of bloom Single

Anemone Bomb
Semi-double
Rose

Size of bloom Small Medium Large Very Large
Color Total effect, White Light pink Dark pink

Red or crimson Shaded or tinted tea color
Odor Pleasing Indifferent Pungent None
Habit of plant Stems stiff Medium Drooping

Vigorous Intermediate Weak
Early Mid-season Late

Remarks on color:

Certificate
Gold Medal

Japanese
Crown

Semi-rose

Remarks General :

Name approved date :

Secretary

NOTE President A. H. Fewkes has presented the above form for
registration of varieties, and we feel it covers in a splendid manner
information that should be furnished by the originator. A supply of
these blanks will be prepared and supplied by the secretary to anyone
desiring them. W. F. C.
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Peonies for every purpose
I think how I would want to be
served, and then I try to treat
you in that way.A choice assortment of new and scarce

kinds. Send for complete list

American Rose and Plant Co. HENRY S. COOPER,
Kenosha, WisconsinProducers of Plants that Grow and Bloom

Springfield, Ohio

TWO CHOICE PEONIES
Mont Blanc

and
The members of the American Peony

Society are invited to visit my exhibition
of seven hundred varieties during the
blooming; season. The name of each
variety will be prominently displayed,
so that visitors can study the merits of
each peony in the collection.

Mons. Martin Cahuzac

LEE R. BONNEWITZ
Van Wert, Ohio

Strong divisions
$20.00 per ten

Cottage Gardens Co., Inc.
Queens, New York

THE BRAND PEONIES PEONIES
The result of the latest Symposium

show that our Peonies constitute nearly
20% of the better class as grown in the
United States. If you want the best,
you cannot omit Brand's.

The best of the Standard and
New Varieties always for sale.

A. M. BRAND
Faribault, Minn.

MRS. WM. CRAWFORD
1602 Indiana Avenue,

La Porte, Indiana
Catalogues on request.

Better Peonies by Farr
CEDAR HILL NURSERY
Brookville, Glen Head,

Long Island, New York

A new type of Farr catalog will be
ssued to all customers on Oct. 10th. 1921.
'he introduction explains why I call it

Better Plants by Farr
Copies for the asking.
Bertrand H. Farr

Wyomissing Nurseries Co.
;00 Garfield Ave. Wyomissing, Pa.PEONIES IRISES

PEONIES PEONIES
HUNTER FILBERT

We are the Originators and Distribu
tors of the Famous Cherry Hill Peonies.
We have the Best European and Ameri
can Varieties also.

Embossed Zinc Labels and Galvanised
Stakes for horticultural purposes. Sam-
r>le»on request.Cherry Hill Nurseries

(T. C. Thurlow's Sons, Inc.)
Catalog

West Newbury, Mnas.
Holmes. Del. Co., Penna.


