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SOME NEW HYBRID PEONIES
BY A. P. SAUNDERS, CLINTON, NEW YORK

It is now about ten years since I began to work on the produc
tion of hybrids between different species of peonies. I suppose
it is the experience of most of those who have undertaken such
an adventure that they hopefully attempt in the beginning to make
those crosses which they would like to make, and come resignedly
later to making those they can. So it was with me at any rate
I began by attempting crosses between the Chinese peonies and
tree peonies, and between Chinese peonies and Peonia lutea. All
these proved complete failures, and I was convinced as time went
on that there was very little prospect of ever having any success
along those lines. At the very best, crosses between different
species give but a small percentage of success. One must take
failure and disappointment as being the order of the day, and re
gard a successful cross as a gift of the gods. No one should
undertake such work unless he feels within himself an unfathom
able well of patience, and a strong wall of persistence against
which he may put his back when discouragement threatens to
get the better of him. My records are mostly a list of failures ;
and while these may have a scientific value for the botanist they
can have very little interest for the practical plant grower, and
T shall therefore pass briefly over the countless crosses that led
to nothing and shall restrict myself mainly to the few lines of
work that were productive and from which I have now some
plants that I think will prove of permanent value. Before going
further I shall describe briefly the various species which I have
used either as pollen parents or seed parents.

In the group of shrubby species I have in the first place a
large collection of tree peonies. I have also a number of plants
of Peonia lutea, most of these being seedlings which I have raised
myself. During the last couple of years I have also had some
plants of P. Delavayi which I obtained from Vilmorin and Com
pany of Paris. In the herbaceous group I have a large collection
of named varieties of Chinese peonies, as well as many seedlings
of the same race. I have six or eight of the named varieties of
Peonia officinalis as well as a few seedlings of the same strain.
A plant which I have used very largely is the beautiful varietyknown as Otto Froebel. My original plant of this variety came
from Barr and Sons, of London. When I was in England in
1923 I saw at the Chelsea Show a great many blooms of a plant
that is very popular in England under the name Peonia lobata.
The resemblance between lobata and my Otto Froebel is so close
that I am sure they are related forms. Just exactly what lobata
is, seems to be still open to some doubt. It is considered by
some botanists to be a variety of officinalis, and the character of
the foliage certainly supports 'this view ; it has, I understand, been
referred by others to the species peregrina. I presume that its
exact relationships cannot at present be definitely settled. The
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variety Otto Froebel has fairly large single blooms of a vivid
clear rose color; a color that is not found in the Chinese peonies.
I have raised seedlings of Otto Froebel, self-fertilized, and they
run fairly close to the characters of the parent, varying a little
in depth of color and in texture of petals.

I have made a very great many crosses using pollen from
a species which I believe to be P. macrophylla. There seems to
be some confusion between this and the species Wittmanniana ;
and it is difficult from the original descriptions of the two to be
quite sure to which of them a given plant should be referred.
I have obtained my stock of both of these plants from C. G.
Van Tubergen in Haarlem, Holland. If I am right about these
species, P. macrophylla is what one would expect from its name,
a species with' large and coarse foliage. The leaflets are broader
and heavier than in any other peony that I know. The flowers
are fairly large and, in spite of all statements to the contrary in
dealers' catalogues, are white, and not yellow.

It is a misfortune that so many of our botanical descriptions
are made not from living plants but from dried specimens ; for
this plant has a characteristic which I believe makes it very easily
identified, and that is the odor of the leaves. They give off,
especially in the sunlight, a peculiar rather bitter aroma, often
noticeable eight or ten feet away. The plant ought therefore
to be easily recognizable even in the dark; but of course the
dried leaves would have lost the odor, and no mention of any
such peculiarity is made in the original description. The plant
which I consider to be the true Wittmanniana is a yellow-flowered
species. Its foliage is entirely different from that of macrophylla,
being thinner in texture, lighter in color, and altogether more
delicate; besides which it is, so far as I have observed, quite free
from the odor of macrophylla. The yellow color of the flowers
of Wittmanniana is by no means so deep as it is in P. lutea.
The latter has blooms of a bright buttercup yellow, whereas
those of Wittmanniana arc pale yellow ; but they are not white,
nor creamy white, nor yellowish white ; they are a clear and
distinct light yellow. I make this point because the original de
scriptions are ambiguous in the matter of color. Thus, the original
description of macrophylla gives the flowers as "white, scarcelj
yellowish," while that of Wittmanniana gives its flowers as "white,
or very pale yellowish, or greenish." That is just the sort oi
thing that would happen where one was- making up a description
from dried blooms, and it leads to the conclusion that the color
of the flowers could not be used to distinguish the two from each
other. Now, I must admit that I am not quite sure about the
constancy of color in Wittmanniana, for I have not raised any
seedlings from it ; but I do know about it in macrophylla, becauseI have a considerable number of plants of it and have grown
a batch of seedlings, all of which have shown a complete uni
formity in this respect.
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There is another yellow-flowered herbaceous peony, bear
ing the somewhat cumbrous name of P. Mlokosewitschi. The
flowers in this species are similar in color to those of Wittman-
niana. But the form of the flower is quite different, the petals
in Mlokosewitschi being more rounded, and very much in-curved.
The foliage is even more distinct. The stems are red, the leaf
lets very much rounded, and of a peculiar glaucous green. Of
this plant I have a considerable stock, including a number oi
seedlings which have always so far shown a complete constancy
of characters. I consider this species a very beautiful garden
plant, and one which deserves to be far more widely grown than
it is at present.

There is another species which I have used to a certain ex
tent, but which I have not yet identified to my satisfaction. 1
bought it from one of our large dealers as P. lobata. It is very
evidently not that plant, and I suspect that it may be either coral -
lina or one of the forms of arietina.

Other species which I have used include the single form of
tenuifolia, also P. microcarpa, P. Veitchi, P. Woodwardi, and
several others ; but crosses on these are of very recent date,
and it is too soon to say anything about them.

Coming now to the practical results, I may repeat here
what I have already indicated before, that in general the chances
of successful crossing between peony species are very small. On
the other hand there are certain species between which there is
a more or less complete compatibility, as the botanist calls it.

Thus, I am pretty well satisfied that I have never had any
successes in crossing the various forms of shrubby peonies with
any of the herbaceous species. It might seem an easy matter
to be quite positive about the success or failure of a given cross,
but it is not so easy as it looks. Of course if a cross is made
and no seed is obtained it is plain enough that the cross has
failed. But if the seed pod enlarges and in the autumn yields
seed, it is by no means certain that the cross has been a success.For one must remember that the anthers of the peony very often
burst before the bloom has opened, and consequently there is
always a danger that a bloom may have fertilized itself, even
though the petals and all the stamens may have been removedwhile the flower was still in bud. When such fertilization hasoccurred it may be quite impossible to detect pollen grains on the
stigma, and so one may apply foreign pollen to such a bloom and
obtain fertile seed in the autumn when nothing whatever hastaken place except self-fertilization. When such an uncertaintyarises it takes years before any positive conclusions regarding itcan be reached ; for when such seed is planted one must wait
at least four or five years to see bloom on the resulting plants,and even if these plants and their flowers show the characters ofthe original female parent the case for self-fertilization is stillnot established beyond doubt because, as I shall later show, in
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some cases undoubted crosses between peony species have given
plants possessing almost completely the characters of one parent
to the exclusion of the other. The only final and incontrovertible
proof that our original bloom had fertilized itself would be by
raising a batch of seedlings of the second generation ; then if
these showed no tendency to sport into the original male line
one could indeed be sure that the case was one of self-fertilization.
But this means about ten years of waiting.

And there is another difficulty with peony crosses. This
arises from the fact that a cross will show every sign of having
been successful when as a matter of fact no real seed has been
formed. The pods swell up, and are evidently filled with seeds ;
in due time the pods open, and the seed has every appearance of
being normal and healthy ; and yet such seed when pressed firmly
between the fingers will burst and be found to consist of nothing
but a glossy skin without any contents whatever. P. lutea and
P. tenuifolia are particularly clever in producing seed of this
kind.

These things I mention in order that it may be realized that
crosses which are apparently successful may be in fact com
plete failures, while in other cases which to judge from the
progeny might appear to have been failures, may really have been
successful. However, a true cross usually gives progeny suf
ficiently different both from the male and female parent to be
easily recognized as hybrid in character ; and I have generally
assumed that wherever I found an alleged cross giving a group
of plants in the first generation which showed entirely the charac
ter of the female parent, I had a case of self-fertilization and not
a successful cross. In my earlier years of experimentation I had
a good many apparent successes in crossing tree peonies and
P. lutea on Chinese peonies. All of these plants have now come
to the blooming age, and never in any case has one of them
shown the slightest indication of either tree peony blood or P.
lutea blood. Most of these plants have been thrown away with
out waiting to raise seedlings of a second generation on the re
mote chance that the original cross was successful. It may fur
ther be said that in almost all cases true hybrids are sterile. Hence
when an apparently successful cross gives seedlings which have
fully the character of the female parent and are in addition strong
seed-setters, there is very good ground for the assumption that
they are not true crosses at all.

The largest group of my hybrids were made by using the
pollen of P. macrophylla on Chinese peonies. This is a cross
analogous to that which was used by Lemoine in the production
of his Wittmanniana hybrids Mai Fleuri, Avant Garde, etc.
M. Lemoine reports regarding his crosses that he has never had
any results from using the pollen of Chinese peonies on blooms
of Wittmanniana, but that his named varieties all came from
crosses made in the opposite direction, using pollen of Wittmanni
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ana on blooms of Chinese peonies. I have had somewhat the
same experience with my hybrids between macrophylla and
sinensis. The cross takes fairly well when macrophylla pollen
is used on Chinese peonies, but the reverse cross very rarely gives
anything at all. I have, I think, from many crosses of the latter
sort only two or three plants, none of which are yet of bloom
ing age.

A peculiarity of the crosses made with macrophylla pollen
on sinensis blooms is that although the seed is nurtured and
matured on a Chinese peony, the blooms of the progeny almost
always follow the pattern of the male parent. The characters
that govern the form of the flower are evidently highly dominant
in macrophylla. The color shows a little greater variation, for
although the majority of the hybrids are white-flowered, some of
them go into shades of pink. The white-flowered sorts are near
enough to the species macrophylla so that most of them would
not strike a casual observer as possessing any foreign blood.

It is a different matter with the foliage. Some of the hybrid
plants have the green stems and broad light green leaves of
macrophylla, while at the other end of the scale there are plants
with small dee]) purple red leaves, shining as if they were var
nished, and in between are all sorts of intermediate forms, some
few with bronzy purple foliage in which each leaflet has a green
tip. Those with purple or red leaves are not so vigorous in growth
as arc the green ones, and few of them have yet bloomed. But as
I write many are standing in full bud awaiting a few days of
warmth to come into bloom.

Whether anything of value will come out of this group o!
hybrids it is too soon to say. The best of the white-flowered
kinds are very much better plants than the species macrophylla,
with larger flowers, running up to nearly eight inches in diam
eter. I imagine they may be something like Lemoine's hybrid
Messagere. That plant 1 do not possess and so have had no
means of comparing it with my own seedlings.

The season of bloom for these hybrids is from one to two
weeks earlier than the earliest Chinese peonies.

The Lemoine Wittmanniana hybrids, according to the state
ment of M. Lemoine himself, are sterile ; and my own experience
confirms that; for I have never been able to get any results from
them, either as pollen parents or seed parents. The same holds
true for most ol my macrophylla hybrids, although here and
there I occasionally find one seed on a plant. From the occa
sional seeds thus gathered in 1924 I have a couple of germinations
this spring, showing at least that the seeds have vitality.

There is a tendency in this group of hybrids to produce
flowers of what I might call, for lack of a better name, a cactus
type. They are characterized by narrow, somewhat twisted petals.I do not think that they represent a desirable novelty among
peonies, but they are at least curious. Among all the progeny of
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this cross which had bloomed up to last year there had been
nothing but single flowered sorts, good, bad and indifferent. But
last May in a small group of seedlings that came from a cross of
macrophylla on James Kelway, there were three which were
semi-double, one of them almost fully double, and looking a
good deal like a delicate little camellia. These little flowers are
very attractive and were quite a surprise, coming at that season,
about a week earlier than the earliest Chinese sorts.

Another cross that has given some good plants was made by
using the pollen of macrophylla on varieties of P. officinalis.
These plants have a somewhat intermediate character, but re
semble officinalis rather than macrophylla. The hybrids on of
ficinalis rubra plena are mostly crimson singles. They also are
usually sterile, but one plant last year gave thirty seeds, from
which some interesting progeny may be looked for. I have also
a few crosses of macrophylla on Otto Froebel. One of these
bloomed for the first time last year. It was in general appearance
not unlike the Lemoine hybrid Avant Garde, but was a week
earlier in season.

My main purpose in all this work of cross fertilization has
been to strike out if possible into new lines that would produce
early flowering types in greater variety and beauty than we have
heretofore had. It is still much too soon to pronounce judg
ment on these plants ; many of them bloomed for the first time
last year, and very many more have not yet bloomed at all. But
the results up to the present have shown at least a few beautiful
new forms, and there is I think a promise that some of these
may be of permanent value for our gardens.

I now come to the crosses which have been made or at
tempted, using the species Mlokosewitschi. This yellow flowered
plant seemed to offer interesting possibilities if it could be crossed
on Chinese or other peonies. I have attempted during the past
few years many such crosses, both on named varieties of Chinese
peonies, and on a good many of the species in my garden as well
as most of the officinalis varieties I possess. My belief is that up
to the present time I have never succeeded in effecting a cross
either with pollen from P. Mlokosewitschi, or by using pollen of
other varieties upon that species. It is true I have a good many
seeds that have been produced by the blooms so worked over, but
in every case where seed has been set I have a very definite suspi
cion that it was merely by self-fertilization. I have a few young
plants that have come up from such seed, and in every case they
show the characters of the female parent. The only ones that
have come to the blooming age are some in which pollen of P.
Mlokosewitschi was used on Chinese peonies. I have had per
haps a dozen of such plants, and all of them have been, as far as
I could see, absolutely sinensis in character. The inducement
in making this cross lies in the possibility of producing an early
flowering race of yellow peonies. That is a possibility to stir
the heart of any peony hybridist. I still keep hoping that I may
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find some species or variety which will yield true crosses with
Mlokosewitschi. It would be strange if this species should prove
incompatible with all other peonies, and it may be that within a
few years I shall be able to report success in this direction. This
is to my mind the most interesting of the lines that I have touched
upon, and it is tantalizing that it seems to be the one which
most obstinately refuses to give any results.

Of course crosses of Chinese peonies on P. lutea would prob
ably produce a wonderful race of yellow flowered peonies. But
successful crosses between herbaceous and shrubby plants in the
same genus are rare, and I was never very hopeful of success in
using P. Lutea with Chinese peonies. In any case, my friend Mr.
Winthrop Thurlow has been working on this cross for a number
of years, and I am sure that his chances of success with it would
be at least as good as mine, if not better. I think for the future
that I shall leave to him the task of producing hybrids between
lutea and sinensis, while I endeavor to find among the many
peony species some that will yield hybrids with the beautiful P.
Mlokosewitschi. The extremes to which a hybridist will go to
obtain the results he wants are illustrated by a case recently re
ported to me in which an experimenter in the hope of producing
yellow peonies used pollen of the yellow primrose on Chinese
peonies. I have not heard that he had any success.

We come now to a group of hybrids which seem to promise
better practical results than any other. These are the hybrids
between sinensis and officinalis. I was able to stage a small ex
hibit of these at the peony show in Philadelphia last year, but
that exhibit did not do anything like justice to the plants as they
developed later in the garden. I gladly pay tribute here to my
friend Mr. Lyman D. Glasscock of Joliet, 111., who I understand
staged a bloom of similar parentage at the peony show in Des
Moines a year earlier. I am sorry that I was not at that exhibition
in order to see the first results of his cross-fertilization between
these two groups on which he also has been working for some
years past.

A curious fact regarding these hybrids is that they carry a
great deal of the officinalis character regardless of the direction
in which the cross is made. I have four plants, the results of
a cross of a single officinalis variety on the single white Albiflora
the Bride. These plants are worth describing. Their blooms
are all of a most brilliant crimson color, approximately that of
officinalis rubra plena, though in some a shade darker in tone.
They are very large, running up to seven inches in diameter, and
look like enormous single officinalis blooms. The foliage is also
very large, and of the character of officinalis. But stature and
habit show the influence of the Chinese blood. The plants do not
have the dwarf, sprawling habit of the officinalis varieties, but
are tall, erect, and up-standing. The blooms are unusually dur
able for single flowers. These plants were divided last autumn
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for the first time, and the root growth seemed to be intermediate
between that of officinalis and sinensis. It may therefore turn out
that the plants will divide better than the officinalis varieties
usually do. If it should be so, and if the plants maintain the
quality they have so far shown they should be welcome additions
to the meagre list of really fine early flowering peonies. I have
several other groups of similar parentage already at or near
the blooming age, and some of them have already shown good
promise. Crosses made with sinensis pollen on officinalis rubra
plena show similar characteristics, but have a tendency towards
the production of double flowered hybrids, one of which among
the few that have so far bloomed is of a very brilliant scarlet
crimson, and may be a good plant. I do not like to say too much
about these plants. It seems like boasting about one's children
before they are yet in their 'teens. It will be some years before
they will have established their character to such an extent that
one can feel confident about them.

Another group that shows promise has resulted from crosses
made between Otto Froebel and Chinese varieties. These, like the
above, are all in the season of officinalis, lapping over into the
time of the earliest Chinese peonies. The blooms that have ap
peared on these crosses so far are either of a bright clear rose
color, like Otto Froebel itself, or of a lighter rose pink. Two or
three of them seem to me to have great beauty. Here too most
of the characteristics of the Chinese parent are as the botanists
say, recessive, the dominant characters being those of Otto Froebel
both in foliage and habit.

I have a number of other crosses made between species
mentioned at the beginning of this article, but they are of more
recent date, and it will be some years before anything can be
said as to results. I made some hybrids last spring between P.
lutea and P. Delavayi. This is a cross that takes readily; so
readily in fact that it has led me to suspect that Delavayi may
itself be only a form of lutea. As Delavayi is but little known,
I may say a word about it. It is of course shrubby; or rather
in this climate bears the intermediate character which P. lutea
itself has. In our severe winters these plants usually kill back
to the ground every year, and the new growth is formed from
the crown or from the base of the old branches. Both of them
bloom very well, however, and they do not seem to suffer very
much from their severe winter-killing. The foliage of P. Delavayi
has almost exactly the same fern-like character as that of P.
lutea. The blooms of lutea are uniformly bright yellow. Those
of Delavayi which I saw at Vilmorin's were a sort of mahogany
brown, but in form like those of lutea. My plants of Delavayi,
which came from Vilmorin were I understand seedlings. They
have blooms the petals of which are mahogany brown at the base,
fading to yellow at the edges. The plant is very handsome in
foliage but unsatisfactory in flower, the blooms being smaller and
duller than those of lutea, while they share with that species the
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modest habit of hiding themselves among the foliage. I am not
very sanguine of obtaining anything of value from this cross,
but in this case as in most others of work along such lines, one's
expectations are likely to be disappointed, and where success
is least expected something good may turn up in the end.

Quite different from any of the groups of hybrids discussed
above are those which have been derived by crossing Chinese
peonies on the doubtful species which I have mentioned above as
being perhaps P. corallina or possibly arietina. This is an easy
cross to make and one which gives in the first generation progeny
which shows an extreme variability. The foliage is usually like
neither parent, and no two seedlings resemble each other. One
would think that plants showing such strong variation would be
likely to produce now and then varieties of distinct desirability ;
but unfortunately when these hybrids come into bloom all one's
hopes are blasted. The flowers are large but in almost every case
of a very ugly purple magenta color. Some are agreeable in odor
but none so far seem to me tolerable in color, and I have no
thought that any of them will be worth propagating. They are
curiosities and nothing more. I may mention that they have al
ways been sterile ; which, considering their character is perhaps
not a misfortune.

I feel that in presenting an account of this work at the
present time I am making only what could be called an ad interim
report. I should not have undertaken to give any account at all
of my results thus far were it not that the exhibit which I staged
in Philadelphia seemed to interest a good many peony growers
who saw those blooms, and among them Mr. Christman, who has
urged me to say something in the Bulletin regarding the progress
of the work. It is also perhaps not a bad idea in the interest of
such work itself to take stock at the end of ten years, if only to
become clearer in one's own mind as to the lines along which
further experiments should be made.



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS, AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY, HELD
AT THE PENNSYLVANIA HOTEL IN NEW YORK
CITY, NEW YORK, ON MONDAY AND TUES

DAY, MARCH 14th and 15th, 1926.

The meeting was called to order at 10:30 A. M. by the Presi
dent and upon roll call the following named Directors answered
present :

Messrs,
Boyd Cook Little
Brand Dumont Thurlow

The President appointed Mr. Cook to act as Secretary, pro
tern.

The first order of business was the matter of new by-laws,
which were submitted by a committee previously appointed for
that purpose. Mr. Boyd then read the by-laws, each item of which
was taken up and discussed. Mr. Boyd, the Treasurer, then pre
sented his financial report which upon motion duly seconded and
carried was received, approved and ordered made a part of the
records. (2 financial reports are attached, one running from June,
1925 to January, 1926, and the other from March 1, 1925 to March
1, 1926.)

It was moved, seconded and carried that advertising placed
in the various bulletins shall from this time be at the rate of
$5.00 per inch, single column, each insertion, the space made use of
by each advertiser to be unlimited.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the Directors be
allowed for attending Directors' meetings, railroad expenses, only.

Upon the motion duly seconded and carried, the Directors
recommend the following names for election at the next annual
meeting to be held in New York City within ninety days after
January 1st, 1927.

Recommended for three years (or to serve for years 1927-8-9) :
Mr. A. M. Brand
Mr. James Boyd
Mr. W. W. Cook

Recommended for two years (or to serve for years 1927 and
1928) :

Mr. W. G. Dumont
Mr. H. F. Little
Mr. W. H. Thurlow

Recommended for one year (or to serve for year 1927) :
Mr. W. F. Christman
Mr. A. P. Saunders
Mr. Ward Welsh
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It was moved, seconded and carried that the Directors recom
mend the following to be voted on at the annual meeting in 1927:

Life memberships for individuals $50.00
Memberships for commercial growers 10.00
Memberships for active individuals 5.00

The above schedule to be incorporated in the by-laws.
Upon motion duly seconded and carried the Treasurer was

instructed to set aside from the general fund, $800.00, to cover
amounts to include approximately sums already paid in by life
members.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the salary of the
Secretary be and same is hereby fixed at $800.00 per annum, pay
able quarterly and to be increased to $900.00 per annum when
the membership reaches 900.

It was moved, seconded and carried, that all bulletins issued
in the future shall be of uniform size and the table of contents
printed on the outside; to have a uniform cover and not ordered
printed until competitive bids have been received and the most
satisfactory bid accepted. Also that the bulletin be printed on
a better quality of paper and not more than 1,000 be ordered and
that the editor confer with the President and submit material
for proposed contents for the approval of the President.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the Society offer as
premiums to be awarded at the show at Fort Wayne, an amount,
which in cash and including cost of medals, will be approximate!)'
$500.00 as agreed with the committee at Fort Wayne and that the
following classes be provided for as listed in the Philadelphia
circular including open classes from 1 to 14, inclusive, also class
17 to be corrected to conform with action taken at the 1925 Direc
tors' meeting, also prizes in the advance amateurs' classes num
bers 18 and 19. Funds for further prizes, if desired by the Fort
Wayne people, are to be awarded as indicated on page 6 of the
Philadelphia circular, such prizes to be paid for or any other de
sired prizes, by the people of Fort Wayne, except classes 34 and
36 and possibly 35, if the money is put up.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the American
Peony Society provide and pay for 10 silver medals to be awarded
to shows if requested by local committee of the city wherein the
sectional or smaller shows may be held :

Des Moines, Iowa. Seattle, Washington.
St. Paul, Minnesota. Boston, Mass.
Duluth, Minnesota. New York City, N. Y.
Sioux Falls, So. Dak. Philadelphia, Penna.
Colorado Springs, Colo. London, Ontario.
It was moved, seconded and carried that the American Peony

Society guarantee to the Fort Wayne show, $500.00 for premiumsas per list previously referred to.
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It was moved, seconded and carried, that the Secretary ar
range for reciprocal advertising in the books or bulletins of the
American Rose Society and the American Iris Society.

It was moved, seconded and carried, that the President
appoint a committee of three members to investigate regarding a

test planting of single and Japanese peonies for the purpose of
correcting names and eliminating duplicates.

It was moved, seconded and carried that the following named
persons act as Judges at the show to be held at Fort Wayne in
June :

Open classes: Messrs. H. F. Little, James Boyd and W.
G. Dumont.

Amateur classes : Messrs, Harry A. Norton, C. W. Bunn
and W. E. Saunders.

Amateur classes: Messrs. Harry A. Norton, C. W. Bunn
Mr. H. G. Seyler.

It was moved, seconded and carried that Mr. Boyd is to take
up the matter regarding the peony manual with Mr. J. Horace
McFarland to arrange for description of peonies and submit re
port regarding cost, etc., to the Board of Directors.

It was moved, seconded and carried, that the Secretary dis
card from bulletin, 42 peonies named by the Secretary in bulletin
No. 26.

(Referring to previous notes regarding new by-laws will
say, that each item was taken up separately and discussed and
certain changes recommended. The matter was left with Mr.
Boyd to rewrite, the general idea being to hold an annual meet
ing as indicated within ninety days after January 1st each year
at New York City, previous to which time members are to be
provided with ballots which are to be sent in by mail for the
election of Directors as mentioned in the foregoing minutes. This
meeting for the election of Directors to be immediately followed
by a meeting of the Directors for the election of officers, the fore
going being deemed the wiser and more business-like method.
This of course will eliminate an annual meeting in June and will
give that time exclusive to the flower show. Consequently it is
presumed that the present officers will hold over from June, 1926,
until sometime after January, 1927. Voting by ballot will give
every individual member an opportunity to express himself and in
the future the meetings will not be controlled and the officers
elected as a local proposition in whatever city the show is held.
The by-laws which are now being corrected by Mr. Boyd will be
so arranged that they will conform with the foregoing')

W. W. COOK,
Sec'y Pro Tern.
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THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
Treasurer 's Report

June 1, 1925 to January 1, 1926

Receipts
Balance in bank June 1, 1925............ $ 705.88
Dues ........................$ 1,240.83
Advertising . ... .... .... .... .. . ... ..... ..... 10 .00
Back Bulletins , etc. ........................... 67.31
Interest on Reserve Fund ................ 105 .72 1,423.86 $2,129 .74

Disbursements
Bulletins and Printing ......................$ 670 .80
Postage ........... 105 .00
Secretary 's Salary 400 .00
Philadelphia Show ..............$545 .13
Secretary 's Expenses .......... 134 .66 679 .79

... .... . ...

30.00Engraving Certificates ... .. .. ..
Freight and Cartage on Exhibition

Equipment ...
Checks ret d , exchange , etc . .............
New York Meeting (Directors ') ......
Address Plates
Office Equipment ............
Attorney 's Fee and Copy of Charter
Labor , extra help , Treasurer .....

13 .99
6 .75
38 .68
3.57

11.40
27 .00
6.00

LO T C S . .. .. .. .. . ...

$ 1,992.98

Bank Balance January 1, 1926 ... 136 .76 $2,129 .74

STATEMENT OF CONDITION OF AMERICAN PEONY
SOCIETY

January 1, 1926
Assets

Cash in Bank January 1, 1926 .. ............ $ 136 .76
Investments - Government Bonds .... ............ 3,400 .00 $ 3,536 .76

Liabilities
Lee R . Bonnewitz Mem . Prize............
Surplus .. . ...... .

..$ 100.00
........... 3,436 .76 $3,536 .76

JAMES BOYD ,
Treasurer



STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

James Boyd , Treasurer
March 1, 1925 to March 1, 1926

Receipts
Balance in bank March 1, 1925 ...... $ 1,857 .39
Dues .............. $ 2,874 .99
Advertising ......... ............... 50 .00
Back Bulletins , etc . .. 55.00
Interest on Invested Fund Due

previous to March 1st, 1925o march ist, 1925 ...... 71.47
Interest on Invested Fund Due

during this year ................ .. 142.87
Interest froin Bank 16.56
Exchange on Foreign Dues..... 75 $ 3,211.64 $5,069.03

WSC ....

Disbursements
Treasurer 's Office Expense ..............$ 119 .27
Secretary 's Office Expense .............. 226 . 00
Postage 116 .70
Bulletin Expense (23, 24 and 25 ) ...... 772 .35
Directors ' Meeting .............. ......... 558 .13
Salary of Secretary ......... .... 800 .00
Exhibition
Printing Schedules ..............$ 163.06
Prize Money 425 .80
Medals , etc . .......................... 104 .65
Engraving Certificate ....... 30.00
Sec 'y Exp . to Phila ............. 134 .66 85

8 . 17

Refund . . . . . . .

Auditing Mr . Cooper ' s account . . . . . . . . . .

Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Treasurer ' s Bond . .

Prof . Saunders ' Back Expenses . . . . . . .

Express and Freight . . . . .

Lawyer ' s fee

13 . 25
10 . 00

4 . 00
12 . 50

131 . 35

17 . 94
25 . 00 $ 3 ,664 . 66

Bank Balance March 1 , 1926 $ 1 ,404 . 37 $ 5 ,069 . 03



STATEMENT OF CONDITION OF A. P. S.
March 1, 1926

Assets
Cash in Bank March 1, 1926 $1,404.37
Investments Government Bonds 3,400.00 $4,804.37

Liabilities
Lee R. Bonnewitz Mem. Prize
Secretary's Salary to April 1st
Surplus

$ 100.00
. 200.00
4,504.37 $4,804.37

JAMES BOYD.
Treasurer

DREAMS FULFILLED*
MISS IZANNE CHAMBERLAIN

DE9 MOINES. IA.

In the early history of Iowa the wooded sections of the state
were the first to be settled and it was not until the early sixties
that the first pioneers found the courage to brave the hardships
necessary to make homes on the open prairie, which at that date,
was a vast ocean of billowy grass enameled with wild flowers of
all the hues of the rainbow. As far as one could see there was
nothing taller than the rosin weed to break the sky line. This
vast area of waving grass was traversed every few miles by small
strenms of sparkling spring water cutting their channels through
the grass in graceful curves and forming here and there shaded
pools where the small fish disported themselves. In some places
these banks were overhung with willows, in other places in the
early spring they were aglow with marsh marigolds or, as we
called them, cowslips.

I well remember my mother sending my brother and me for
a bucketful of them to cook for greens; now I would be delighted
to have just one clump of them for my garden, but they, like the
watercress, require spring water or at least a moist bank to flour
ish. This was the summer aspect of the Iowa prairie.

The winters, although beautiful to see, were what tried the
courage of the early pioneers, illy prepared as many of them were
to cope with the hardships and wintry blasts that swept across
the open prairie with nothing to stop their course, carrying the
snow and piling it up in great drifts like the sands of the desert
and quite as picturesque and beautiful.

It was during this epoch in the history and development of
midwestern Iowa, such as none have ever seen except those that
lived there at that date, that two lads of about the same age found
themselves confronting the hardships, the pleasures and the priva-

Read before the Midwestern Peony and Iris Society. Ames, Iowa, Dec. 2nd, 1925.
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tions of pioneer life on the western prairies. One of them came
to Hamilton County when eight years of age, and the other was
a native son of Grundy County.

I doubt much whether they ever knew each other, either as
men or boys, but they had so many traits and experiences in
common that I cannot refrain from comparing them. Both were
somewhat handicapped by physical infirmity in early life. Both
were passionately fond of music, of flowers and of birds. Both of
them were thrilled with the beauty and the mystery of the Iowa
prairie where they grew to adolescence and manhood. Both were
educated at the country school followed later by some academic
training. Both became country school teachers, and later both
studied professions. Both of them married girls who were fine
musicians, and both were very happy in their marital relations.

Finally after having achieved a full measure of success, after
having lived to see their most sanguine dreams fully realized and
while still in the prime of life, both passed on to the great unknown
within the same year. You have probably guessed who they were;
if not, I may say that one was the late Herbert Quick, our re
nowned Iowa author, and the other was the widely known and
much lamented nurseryman. Bertrand H. Farr. In a modest little
autobiographical sketch, Mr. Farr says, "Flowers were always my
hobby," and adds, "Blessed is he that has a hobby and can make
it also his business."

He, as you all probably know, was educated for a musical
career which he assiduously followed until it clashed too strongly
with his hobby, when he abandoned it to devote his time exclu
sively to the growing of plants.

It was in 1896 that he built his first and only home in an
undeveloped suburb of Reading, Pennsylvania, called Wyomissing.
His was the first house to be constructed in what is now the finest
residential section of that city. With it he acquired a plot of
ground and it was there that he established his first collection of
peonies and iris. He said he had determined to make his dreams
come true and to gratify his ambition to have every known variety
of peony, not knowing or realizing that there were hundreds and
even thousands of them.

In 1906 Mr. Farr was elected President of the young but
growing American Peony Society and served in that capacity for
eight consecutive years, and was a director of the society up till
the time of his death. He told me that he had not missed a meet
ing of the society in all those years.

To him more than to anyone else is due the classification
and nomenclature of the peony, although he gives due credit to
the co-workers who assisted him. I glean from an article by
A. P. Saunders, one of his warmest friends, "that in 1905 there
was established at Cornell University a test garden comprising
two thousand or more varieties which had been contributed from
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various sources. The nomenclature of the peony at that time was
in a state of almost hopeless confusion. The same varieties ex
isted in different nurseries under different names and different
varieties under the same name. What was needed was to get
the right names attached to the right varieties. To do so it was
necessary for some one who knew peonies to spend several days
there during the blooming season for several years to check up on
them. It required some one who was an expert, some one who
was an enthusiast, and some one who was willing to undertake
the task and make the necessary sacrifice of his time. This, Mr.
Farr generously did and his experience made him not only one
of the greatest enthusiasts, but one of the greatest, if not the
greatest, authorities on peonies in the world."

His interest in iris was equally great, as was also his knowl
edge of the species. He originated many beautiful varieties that
will continue to be standard when some of the newer introductions
are forgotten ; in fact, his seedling irises have made his name a
household word the world over.

I never had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with
Herbert Quick, although he was a frequent visitor at Des Moines,
and my personal acquaintance with Mr. Farr only dates from
the 22nd of June, 1923, when we met at the Peony Exhibition at
St. Paul, but my business relations with him date from the time
his first catalogue was published. I remember of buying my first
collection of iris from him and twelve varieties of hybrid lilac.
Of the seventeen varieties of iris not more than half of them
grew, as I did not know how to plant them and planted them
too deep, but I still have several of them in my garden and the
lilacs have for a long time been a source of great pleasure. I re
member that at that time I considered him the greatest authority
on lilacs and iris. Mr. Farr's catalogues were always a great
inspiration to me, especially his introductory editorials, where
he always wrote with so much feeling of his early life on the
Iowa prairies. With me they found a kindred spirit, as I too
was brought up under much the same environment in Iowa. So
it was a real pleasure when I met him personally at the National
Peony Exhibition at St. Paul. I invited him to stop off at Des
Moines and give a talk to our garden club on peonies and iris.
He generously consented to do so and his talk was a great inspi
ration to our club, and as for ourselves, it was a real treat to
have him for our guest a couple of days. Mr. Farr was a very
friendly person and I believe he thoroughly enjoyed a visit with
congenial companions, a smoke, and a good story. In fact we
forgot all about retiring until midnight when he was here. At
that time he told me about the gardens at Sing Sing Prison
with the facts of which you are no doubt familiar, as they were
written up in the Garden Magazine and also in the Rose Annual.

After leaving here he visited these gardens before returning
home and later wrote me about his visit there. He said it had
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been one of the greatest pleasures of his life to personally meet
this man who had wrought such a transformation there, modestly
refraining from speaking of the large part he had in bringing it
about by contributing stock. He said that Mr. Chapin, the pris
oner, was far from having the appearance of a criminal. I believe
he also said that Mr. Chapin had been offered his liberty, but
refused to accept it, preferring to remain with his flowers and
to try to bring a measure of joy to his fellow prisoners by giving
them beautiful surroundings. I have always thought that the
cultivation of a garden or flowers had a beneficial moral as well
as physical influence over those that indulge in that agreeable
pastime. Did you ever hear of a gardener committing a crime?
True it is that the garden of Eden did not have a very moral
effect on our first parents, but Adam and Eve neither created nor
cultivated their beautiful garden.

Mr. Farr was not a nurseryman in the ordinary sense of the
word. This is evident in all the editorial introductions of his
catalogues. He had a great deal of sentiment and poetic feeling
for the things he loved and I believe his love for flowers entirely
overshadowed any monetary interest he had in them. At the time
he gave his talk on peonies and iris to our garden club he prefaced

it by some remarks on his early life in Iowa. At least he com
menced to do so, when suddenly he changed the subject. He
afterward asked me if I noticed it, adding that he was obliged to
do so to keep from breaking down.

We again had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Farr at our Na
tional Peony Show at Des Moines in 1924 and I can say without
hesitation that he was one of the greatest attractions of the meet
ing, as everyone realized that he was an authority not to be dis
puted and at the same time had such a genial personality that
everybody wanted to meet him. The garden party given by our
garden club was held at our home, and after most of the guests
had departed, Mr. Farr, Mr. Bonnewitz and about a dozen neigh
bors and iris and peony lovers lingered to discuss their favorite
varieties and profit by the generous counsels and advice offered
by our honored guests. Our chairs took the form of a circle. The
light of a full moon vied with the electric lights in casting lights
and shadows on the lawn. For those of us who were present and
so much interested, it was a feast of reason and a flow of soul.

It was about midnight when the circle broke up and the last
goodnights were spoken. Little did we then dream that it was
the last goodnight to our honored guest.

No doubt but his well organized business will continue suc
cessfully in the future as in the past, but the spirit that created
it, like the beautiful flower-studded prairies of Iowa, its spring
brooks, and the bobolinks that he loved so well are now but a

cherished memory.
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Chenonceau, France,
January 14, 1926.

Monsieur A. M. Brand,
President of the American Peony Society,
Faribault, Minnesota.
My dear President:

I am very much touched by the evidence of sympathy and
of too eulogistic praise which you have done me the honor of
addressing me. I attach more value to your so flattering appre
ciation of my attainments because you, yourself, my dear Presi
dent, have enriched the list of peonies with many of the very best
varieties. You have been kind enough to say to me that many
members of the American Peony Society would be happy to have
an account of my personal work in connection with peonies. I re
gret very much that it is not possible to comply entirely with
your request. Though the state of my health is now fairly satis
factory, I am always obliged to be very careful, and an intellectual
work of such extent would certainly cause me a fatigue which
I must avoid. I can not, therefore, undertake to give you an
account of all the many observations which I have made during
my long career; and I will only, if it is agreeable to you, try to
call to mind some of my experiences and give a short account
of them.

ft is fifty years since I began to cultivate the peony in the
garden of my grandfather, Monsieur Mechin, in the year 1875.
At that time, the seed-beds of Guerin, of Lemon, of Verdier, and
especially those of Miellez and of Calot, had already produced many
interesting varieties, of which a considerable number may yet be
classed among the very best. My grandfather had been much
pleased with the brilliant red coloring with its metallic reflex of
the variety "Pottzii," and had undertaken to improve this variety
which produced only semi-double flowers and to obtain from it
some doubles. After many successive seed-beds, he did obtain the
variety "Edouard Andre," and he was very proud of this first
success. This pretty variety was much appreciated for twenty
years until the appearance of our better variety, "Mons. Martin
Cahuzac," which caused it to pass into a lower rank.

The varieties "Adolphe Rousseau," "Pierre Duchartre," "Ma
dame Bucquet," "Eugene Bigot," were also selected from the
various seed-beds of Monsieur Mechin. When I became con
nected with the work, being the successor of my grandfather, I
devoted myself to the production of new varieties. I have no
particular secret concerning the means employed in order to have
the best chance of success in the search for superior varieties.
1 have simply done what all of the hybridizers recommend: "To
choose as mother plants, varieties which combine the most good
qualities and are remarkable not only for the beauty of form and
color of the flower, but also for their vigor and for the good gen
eral appearance of the plant."
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I have often chosen as plant mothers varieties with double
flowers which are naturally fertile and which generally produce
good seeds, even without the help of artificial fertilization.' I be
lieve that one has the best chance of insuring the production of
seeds in operating on these fertile varieties.

I have many times made plantings of seeds from the variety
"Madame Calot." From one of these seed-beds I have been able
to select the same year, the first year of flowering, the varieties
"Madame Auguste Dessert," "Madame D. Treyeran," "Marcelle
Dessert," "Germaine Bigot," and "Therese." That year f found
great pleasure during the entire flowering season, for I saw bloom
almost every day new and interesting varieties and there were
very few of them without value. I found it difficult, nevertheless,
to make a serious selection because many of the beautiful varieties
were not so distinct, the one from the other, that all should be
preserved, and it was difficult to avoid confusion, ft is not enough,
in fact, that a variety should be very beautiful in order to be
truly meritorious, ft is necessary, also, that it should be truly
different or superior to the varieties of the same color already
existing.

I have always retained my seed-beds for study a long time
after the first selection in order to be able to compare them with
the other varieties of my collection. This permitted me to make
a careful selection, proceeding by successive eliminations, fn spite
of this, I have perhaps not always been sufficiently freed from
the natural tendency of all people to regard their children with a
too complacent eye. f have not always been a fortunate hybridizer
and I have had sometimes painful disappointments when certain
seed-beds did not give me any plants worthy of being chosen for
preservation.

f have been disappointed in my search for a double flower
of a bright yellow color. I have found none more interesting
than the one which I have named "Laura Dessert," but that is
still far from my ideal, t wish to find a variety with full flowers
and large petals, having the bright yellow color of petaloids of the
pretty variety the "prolifera tricolor."

f have not been more fortunate in my search for a variety of
double flowers of bright rose color. All the varieties of rose-
colored Chinese peonies which f know are more or less tinged
with lilac, mauve, carmine, purple, amaranth or violet, f have
obtained the pure rose color in tree peonies in the variety "Souv.
de Etienne Mechin," but I have never been so fortunate as tu
find this pretty color in my numerous seed-beds of herbaceous
peonies.

Concerning the cultivation of the peony. The reputation of
our peonies from Chenonceau has produced the belief that the
land of this country must be very favorable for the culture of
these plants. Unfortunately, this is not true, and on the con
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trary I have always worked under conditions very unfavorable.
I have had at my disposal only a very mediocre location with
shallow soil, generally sandy and occasionally clay limestone, and
always very pebbly and very dry. I, nevertheless, have been able to
obtain in this mediocre soil young plants very vigorous and
healthy in condition, if plantings were always made in a new soil,
that is to say, in a soil which had never before produced peonies.
I have not been able to obtain such good results in this soil where
1 replanted the divisions for the second time, even after some years
of rest. Before the planting, the soil is dug to a depth of about
fifty centimeters in order to facilitate the development of young
roots and maintain a little more moisture in the soil. I have never
given any fertilizer below the surface, for I believe that for the
small plants destined for sale, it is better to scatter the fertilizer
on the surface. This favors the development of a bulb with fine
roots clear to the neck of the plant. I employ generally a.s a
fertilizer for the young plants, guano of fish, of the moderate
amount of 150 to 200 grams per square meter at the time of plant
ing them. In the springtime I spade this in lightly with a fork.
Although I have obtained in my poor conditions results so satis
factory in the production of young plants, they are very unfavor
able for the culture of plants destined for the production of flow
ers, since these must remain in one place during a certain number
of years. The most beautiful flowers which I have obtained have
been far from possessing the size which they would have attained
in a better soil ; as when the roots come in contact with the lower
soil, the larger of the roots decrease rapidly and they are very
quickly worn out. I am thus obliged to move very often, both
my collections of old varieties and my seed-beds. The very small
amount of land joining the site of my modest establishment be
comes quickly exhausted and I have the greatest difficulty to find
in the vicinity the new soil which is necessary for my work; for
at Chenonceau the parks and fields of our beautiful and historic
chateau occupy all the land in the valley of the Cher and the hill
sides are planted with vines. The land being much parcelled out,
there only remain small pieces for other crops.

In order that it should be possible for me to make larger
plantings, it would be necessary for me to transfer my work to
another region where I could easily find favorable conditions, but
I have been so attached to the small region where I was born
and which was the cradle of my grandfather and also of my ances
tors on the maternal side, that I have always remained in spite
of the many serious difficulties which I have to surmount.

I perceive that, absorbed in my subject, I have entered into
too personal details which are not perhaps very interesting. I ask
pardon for this, and I beg you, my dear President, to accept for
yourself and to transmit the testimony of my sincere gratitude
to the members of the American Peony Society who have been
kind enough to interest themselves in my work.

Yours very sincerely,
A. DESSERT
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PEONIES ON THE PACIFIC COAST
Monsieur Henri Correvon, of Switzerland, world famous horti

culturist and lecturer, who spoke in Seattle last evening at the
invitation of the Seattle Garden Club, declared the northwest a
botanist's paradise. "Never have I seen such plant growth," said
he, "as I have found in the Northwest. In no country in the world
are there such natural advantages for the growth of flowers and
plants of all kinds."

This statement by a world authority must carry conviction to
those who, unfortunately, have yet to see the wonderful growth
and development of all sorts of plants out here. It is to be
accounted for by both the even, mild temperature throughout the
year, and the rich alluvial deposits from the glacial period. At
Victoria, R. C, about 100 miles north of us, I have seen growing
in the Parliamentary gardens, rose bushes of a size beyond the
belief of the easterner. Frau Karl Druschki and Hoosier Beauty,
for two examples, were nearly ten feet high and with main stalks
larger than one's wrist. These were bushes, not climbers. On my
own place here at Seattle I have grown Gruss an Teplitz roses to
fully nine feet in height, with roots five inches in diameter at the
surface of the soil. The same wonderful growth marks peonies,
iris and lilies, as well as all sorts of perennials. Both peonies
and irises may be planted and transplanted at any season of the
year, for the mild winters make this possible. Some years ago
I received a shipment of large peony roots from the mid-west and
planted them here early in March. Practically all of them bloomed
as well as though planted in September previously. This is
easily understood, for they were dug and shipped before growth
had begun, and started in at once to grow at both ends of the root
when placed in the warm soil out here. I can imagine right now
some wise one of the East saying, "But it stands to reason that
both peonies and irises must have their dormant period and this
can only be brought about by the ground freezing." But the
same thing is said of the rose, yet roses on the Pacific Coast are
infinitely superior in every way to those grown where the ground
freezes. The fact is, all plants, peonies, irises, roses, lilies, lilacs,
delphinium, phlox, and on through the entire range of perennials,
shrubs, flower-bearing and fruit-bearing trees, have their natural
dormant period, whether the ground freezes or not.

Usually here on the Puget Sound we are about two weeks in
advance of the Middle West and East, but during this past winter
our climate has been exceptionally mild, with not even one flake
of snow and seldom even a heavy frost, and as a result we are,
I believe, fully a month ahead of the East. My peonies, 256
varieties, are all up, and some of them with stalks 20 inches high,
showing small flower-buds. Such varieties as LeCygne, Therese,
Judge Berry, Avalanche and some of the Japs are well along
toward full growth. The same is true of the iris. Nut-almonds,
prunes, peaches and apricots, on my place, have been in full bloom
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for ten days, while cherries, apples and plums are nearly ready
To burst the flower buds.

Peonies are shown in exhibits held in all the larger cities and
many of the smaller cities and towns of the north coast country.
The peony has made rapid strides all through the West, as ama
teurs have learned how to plant them properly, but in many
instances I have found peonies not blooming, because planted too
deeply or in the shade. Constant rain will do neither the peony
nor the iris any harm whatever if drainage is good, but I have
found that on one part of my place the peony roots will rot unless
the hole or trench is very roomy, for this particular place has no
natural drainage whatever. This is easily remedied, however, by
allowing plenty of room for root growth in loose soil. My main
planting faces north and is on an even slope towards a small lake.
The soil is shot-clayr, with considerable sand and leaf mold. The
growth here is ideal. Stalks of Jeannot, for instance, are now
coming through the ground, and they are nearly three-quarters
of an inch in diameter, while two plants still in the poorly drained
section show stalks not more than half the size. By the way, a
neighbor of mine has some peony plants that have been growing
about a dozen years in the same spot. They are grown for the
sale of flowers to the trade. Wonderfully thrifty, theyr never
fail to bear immense crops of perfect bloom, yet during most of
the winter they are completely covered with water from the
lake. In March the water recedes and growth goes on perfectly.
The varieties are such as Karl Rosefield, Eugenie Verdier, Festiva
Maxima, etc.

Since writing the above I have been down through my
plantings to see what varieties appear to have been benefited
by a change to the new location where the ground has a decided
slope. In addition to Jeannot, already mentioned, the following
show greatly increased vigor of growth, as evidenced by number
and size of stalks: Cherry Hill, Chestine Gowdy, Kelway's Queen,
Exquisite, Frances Shaylor, Frances Willard, Primevere, Jubilee,
La Fee, Le Cygne, President Wilson, Martha Bulloch, Luetta
Pfeiffer, Loveliness, Mme. D. Treyeran, Marie Lemoine, Peta-
gra, James Boyd, Jessie Shaylor, Mary W. Shaylor, Mabel L.
Franklin, Wilton Lockwood, Venus, Thos. C. Thurlow, Secretary
Fewkes, Helen, Toro no Maki, Fuyajo, Ama No Sode.

I am hoping to send some peonies to the Peony Show at
Fort Wayne this year, but since mine will mostly bloom at least
a month before the show, don't exactly see how it can be done.
The 2,500 miles' distance would suggest the aeroplane, but the rate
of postage, 25c per ounce, suggests a freight-train, for I'm no
millionaire. Perhaps they can be held in storage a month or so.
We'll know about that later on.

IVAN W. GOODNER,
March 23. 1926. Seattle.
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REVIEW OF THE 1925 PEONY RATING
(9.0 Average or better)

In checking up all the double herbaceous peonies voted upon
in the 1925 Symposium of the American Peony Society, the writer
finds but three varieties advanced to the 9.0 or better class that had
been voted upon by the members in the symposium of 1921.
These varieties (to be commented upon later in this review) are
all of foreign introduction, and this point should be emphasized
so that the breeders in this country introducing new varieties will
consider such before rating their pet varieties 9.3-9.5, etc., i. e.,
White Swan 6 votes, grade 8.5, 1925; 4 votes, grade 9.1, 1921. No
American variety advanced in or into the nine class.

It is the writer's opinion that no peony should receive a rating
in the symposium of the American Peony Society unless it has
been grown in the member's garden at least three years and ten
voters constitute the minimum. This would eliminate freak
ratings, allowing the uninitiated some leeway in selecting only the
very finest.

The new varieties to make their initial appearance in the 9.C
column are Jeannot, Souv. de Louis Bigot and Phyllis Kelway.

Jeannot (Dessert 1918) scored the greatest advance, coming
up from an 8.9 average with 9 voting to 9.2 class in 1925 with 18
voting, showing conclusively that with double the voters register
ing, it won wholly on superlative merits. This variety is without
a doubt the par excellence for a late, light lavender pink and white
double peony with salmon tints at the base of petals. This variety
is destined to become even higher rated when the show and bloom
ing dates come simultaneously.

Souv. de Louis Bigot (Dessert 1913) the second of the new
nines glided nicely to a 9.1 average with 22 voters registering
their approval from an average of 8.8 in 1921, 16 voting. It seems
rather strange that this variety and Phyllis Kelway received the
same number of votes in 1921 and 1925 with Souv. de Louis Bigot
the favorite by .1. This variety has very large blooms of a very
distinct shade of rich, salmon pink with silvery lights; extra fine
midseason.

Phyllis Kelway (Kelway 1908). Note the year. Why all this
time getting into the 9.0 class? It averaged 8.8 with 16 voting in
1921 to 9.0 with 22 voting in 1925, showing decisively that values
count eventually. This is a popular variety with the ladies and
I am inclined to think they voted it into the 9.0 class. You may
compare it to delicate, flushed pink crepe de chine with a freshness
of charming effect. Strong, erect stems, fragrant, late, and a good
keeper and a popular exhibition favorite.

The writer is pleased to see this trio in the nine class and is
looking forward to the next symposium when a few more of his
favor;tes, especially Kelway's True Oueen 8.8, Auguste Dessert
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8.7, Wilton Lockwood 8.8 and La Perle 8.5 will join the ranks of
9.0 or better class where they justly belong.

Shaylor's Varieties (Nine or Better Class Only)
Votiiw 1925 Voting 1921

Cornelia Shaylor (1917) 11 votes, rate 9.1 4 votes, rate 9.6
Mary Woodbury Shaylor (1916) 20 " " 9.0 18 " " 9.4
Mrs. Edward Harding (1918) 22 " " 9.3 13 " " 9.9
Rose Shaylor (1920) 10 " " 9.1
Secretary Fewkes (1916) 13 " " 8.6 6 " " 9.1

Rated for the first time.

The reader will notice no gains occurred in the nine class from
1921 to 1925 when the varieties became widely distributed and one
receded to the 8.6 class.

Mrs. Edward Harding (1918) 9.3 still leads as his highest
rated variety and it deserves this high rank, in spite of all the
"lashing" it has received. This variety received the Mrs. Edward
Harding prize at the Cleveland show in 1918 where it was shown
in perfect form, regardless of the heat and transportation, which
is a great factor in getting fine blooms to exhibition. The price
set at $100.00 did not dim the enthusiasm. The demand became
so insistent and the mania to develop rapidly caused the majority
of growers to slash same to very small divisions (1 eye, so-called),
even splitting the radicle in some cases. The stock became weak
and consequently very few representative blooms have appeared
on our exhibition tables; nevertheless, with the price receding, I
believe it is staging a come-back and look forward to see it on the
show bench as of yore. The writer does not recommend one eye
divisions at all.

Thurlow's Varieties Are Classed as Follows
1925 1921

A. P. Saunders (1919) 12 votes, rate 8.6 5 votes, rate 9.1
E. C. Shaw (1919) 15 9.1 5 .. 9 4
James Boyd .. (1919) 11 8.9 6 ' 9.0
.James R. Mann -.-(1920) 7 8.7 5 " 9.6
"Katherinc Havcmeyer - .-.(1921) 9 9.0
Nymphaea ....(1919) 16 8.8 8 " 9.1
President Wilson (1918) 19 9.3 7 " 9.4
*Sarah K. Thurlow .(1921) 10 9.1
Thomas C. Thurlow (1919) 8 9.1 4 " " 9.7

Rated for the first inie.

This last variety polling the highest average takes the leading
honors from Thomas C. Thurlow which bail the highest average
in 1921. In the President Wilson variety we have one of the finest
peonies in the world, growing in popular esteem which it highly
deserves. It is a soft, rose pink, changing to shell pink as flower
opens; guard petals sometimes showing crimson markings. Cup
like effect, fragrant, late and opens well. Substantial in every way.As an exhibition variety it is par excellence.

Brand Varieties
While the 1925 symposium shows but one in the nine class
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(initial appearance), Mr. Brand has four varieties in the 1921 sym
posium rated as follows :
Martha Bulloch . f 1907) 9.1
E. B. Browning (1907) 9.2
Longfellow (1907) 9.0
Frances Willard (1907) 9.1
Mrs. A. M. Brand ...(1 925) 5 votes, rate 9.6

Rated for the first time.

The last named variety was introduced at the American Peony
Society's show held in St. Paul-Minneapolis, 1923, where it received
the Society's gold medal. It is a beautiful pure white of immense
size on the order of Kelway's Glorious. Exquisite in form ; the
stems are of good length, strong, clean and of a light green color.
The writer was so impressed with it at the show that he ordered
one without delay.

Miscellaneous
1925 1921

Grace Loomis (Saunders 1920) \d votes, rate 9.2 8 votes, rate 9.2
Mrs. C. S. Minot .. (Minot 1914) 15 " " 9.2 7 " " 9.3

Both are gems of the first water. The writer finds the aver
ages more normal than in 1921. What we need most is fine reds:
one with a form of Le Cygne. Whites now predominate as the
leaders.

Below is a list of the newer varieties rated for the first time
which have not been established sufficiently to receive unqualified
endorsement in the nine class.
A. M. Slocum ..(Franklin 1920) 5 votes, rate 9.0
Florence McBcth (Sass 1924) 6 " " 9.2
Frankie Curtis _. (Vories 1924) 5 " " 9.3
John M. Good (Good 0 Welsh) 5 " " 9.3
June Day (Franklin 1920) 8 " " 9.0
Mabel L. Franklin (Franklin 1920) 13 " " 9.0
Matilda Lewis ... (Saunders 1921) 5 " " 9.0
Nancy Dolman (Vories 1924) 6 " " 9.1
Nina Sccor (Secor 1922) 14 " " 9.0

Second the motion to discard all on the black list. More to
follow.

Singles
No nines in this class, sorry to say. Le Jour of Shaylor's heads

the whites 8.6; Bride of Langport, the rose pink, at 8.9; L'Etin-
celante 8.4, an old favorite pink, vigorous grower. Duchess of
Portland, light pink, 7.8 (should be higher). Add Marguerite
Dessert 8.5 and you will cover this class all you need.

All the above mentioned varieties are free bloomers, open
well, do not blast or waterlog and are vigorous growers ; just what
a person wants in a garden. There are some refined varieties,
press-agented at ridiculous prices, but you have got to coddle
and pet them in order to get them to do anything. I care not
for such.
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Japanese
17 votes , rate 9. 2

16 " " 9. 3
*Ama -No- Sode -- ---- --

Fuya jo
Isani Gidui
Some Ganoko
* Tokio

**

" "
"

Tomatbako .
"

-
.
"

9. 4
9.0
9.0

Tora -No -Maki
White Lady (Kelway )

*Rated for the first time .

Amateurs will have a representative list if they grow al
l

these
nines , adding Mikado 8 . 6 and Petit Renee 7 . 6 for appreciation .

Tokio is without doubt the finest all -around pink Jap today . As

a prolific grower it ranks with Festiva Maxima . It may not have
the texture of Tomatbako , but it more than makes up for that in

growth , habit , etc . , which we rate , not a " super " bloom , as you see

it on the show table . Tokio belongs in the 9 . 0 column iſ the others

do .

The following peonies which were rated in the 1921 sympo
sium , al

l grading 9 . 0 or better added to what are listed above will
give you a complete list of varieties grading in the 9 . 0 or better
class . Listed in order of rating . All received twenty or more
votes .

Le Cygne 9 . 9 Philippe Rivoire - 9 . 2

Kelway ' s Glorious 9 . 8 Frances Willard 9 . 1

Therese 9 . 8 Lady Alexandra Duff . 9 . 1

Solange - 9 . 7 Martha Bulloch 9 . 1

Mme . Jules Dessert 9 . 4 Baroness Schroeder
Tourangelle 9 . 4 La France -

Festiva Maxima 9 . 3 Longfellow
Walter Faxon 9 . 3 Milton Hill

E . B . Browning - - - - - - - - - 9 . 2 Raoul Dessert - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 . 0

La Fee - - - - - - - - 9 . 2 Rosa Bonheur 9 . 0

M . Jules Dessert - - - - - - - - - - - 9 . 2 Sarah Bernhardt - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The above were not voted on in the 1925 symposium as their
rating was considered established for the present , at least .

T . F . DONAHUE ,

Newton Lower Falls , Mass . ,
9 . 0-

- - 9 . 0
9 . 0

9 . 0

- - - - - - - - - -

9 . 0



Nancy, France, Mar. 27th, 1926.
Mr. A. M. Brand,
President, American Peony Society,
Faribault, Minn.
Dear Sir :

We received in due time your favor of Dec. 21st, 1925, and arc
thankful for your kind appreciation of our work in raising new
peonies, so much the more as it comes from so successful and
famous a raiser of peonies as yourself.

We were not able to answer it before now and find it a little
difficult to give you an account of what we have done in this line,
only the results and the way to obtain them, having any interest.

We secured and grew long ago a collection of what was con
sidered as the best of the introductions of such raisers as Miellez.
Foulard, Verdier, Calot and others and later on we added yearly
all the productions of the late M. Crousse, who had acquired the
whole Calot collection.

Our first crossing goes back about to 1887 or 1888, for we
never sowed a seed of peony which was not obtained by cross
fertilization, choosing the best type of dark color, white and pale
pinks ; especially in the sweet scented varieties.

The first varieties chosen by us were marked in 1893 and were
Volcan, La Fiancee, Heroine, Carmen, Sultane, Orphie and were
offered for the most part in the fall of 1898.

Then in 1895 Mine. Emile Lemoine, Amazone, Galathee, Mont
Blanc.

1897 Sapho, La Lorraine, La France, Rachel, Enchantresse.
1898 Belisaire, Belle Mauve, Mirabeau.
1899 La Fontaine.
1900 E. G. Hill, Mignon, Sarah Bernhardt, Claude Gcllee,

Gisele.
1901 La Fee, Le Cygne, Bertrade, Primevere, Solange, La-

martine and Alsace Lorraine.
All these varieties were generallv offered in our catalogues,

five to eight years after they were first selected and marked with
a number.

It is without interest to carry on this enumeration, as most of
our varieties are known to you as well as the date of their intro
duction.

We may be mistaken about the relative value of varieties raised
by us, but we are confident that the best of all is "Alice Harding."

Yours truly,
E. LEMOINE.
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TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL EXHIBITION

OF THE

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
SCHEDULE OF PRIZES

Tentative Date June 11, 1926
(Subject to adjustment depending upon the progress of the season)

TO BE HELD IN THE

GYMNASIUM of
CONCORDIA COLLEGE

FORT WAYNE
INDIANA

JUDGES
Open Classes

Harry F. Little, Baldwinsvillc, N. Y.
James Boyd, Haverford, Pa.

W. G. Du Mont, Des Moines, la.

Amateur Classes
Harry A. Norton, Boston, Mass.
C. W. Bunn, St. Paul, Minn.

W. E. Saunders. London, Ontario

Alternates Special Judges
W. H. Thurlow. West Newbury, Mass. C. W. Bunn. St. Paul, Minn.

Mrs. Dean Funk, McLean, 111. Myrtle Gentry, Faribault. Minn.
H. G. Seyler. Wyomissing, Pa. Mrs. Dean Funk. McLean. 111.

Seedling Committee
A. H. Fewkes, Chairman, Newton Highlands, Mass.

James Boyd, Haverford, Pa.

Harry S. Little, Baldwinsvillc. N. Y.
Dr. J. H. Neely, Paulding, Ohio

Professor A. P. Saunders, Clinton. N. Y.
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PEONIES
Open Classes

The following classes are open to all who grow peonies whether for pleasure
or profit.
Class
1. Collection of not more than one hundred and not less than eighty named

varieties, double, one bloom of each.
First American Peony Society's Cold Medal and $50.00. Second $35.00.
Third $25.00.

1st. 2nd.
2. Collection of ten named varieties, double, three blooms each . $15.00 $10.00
3. Twenty blooms, double, named, white or cream, one variety 15.00 10.00
4. Twenty blooms, double, named, light pink or pink and

cream, one variety 15.00 10.00
5. Twenty blooms, double, named, dark pink, one variety 15.00 10.00
6. Twenty blooms, double, named, red or crimson, one variety 15.00 10.00
7. Six specimen blooms, double, named, one variety 15.00 10.00
8. One specimen bloom, double, named, any variety, represent

ing the best flower at the show 15.00 10.00
9. Collection of peonies best representing the various types of

flower, single, Japanese, anemone, rose, semi-rose, crown and
bomb, one bloom of each, named 6.00 4.00

10. Collection of Japanese varieties, one bloom of each 10.00 5.00
11. Collection of singles, one bloom of each 10.00 5.00
12. Collection of Tree Peonies, single or double _ 10.00 5.00
13. Collection of early flowering herbaceous species, and hybrids

derived from Officinalis, Wittmaniana, etc., but not includ
ing Chinese peonies - 6.00 3.00

14. New varieties introduced in the year 1911 and later, one
bloom each, no limit as to number 10.00 5.00

15. Basket or other container, diameter not over twelve inches,
main feature to be peonies - 15.00 10.00

16. Vase, any size, main feature to be peonies 15.00 10.00
17. Vase of Japanese peonies, one or more varieties 6.00 4.00
18. Vase of single peonies, one or more varieties _ 6.00 4.00

Class 19 Seedlings
"No money prize is awarded for competition in this class. At a meeting

held during the month of March, 1925. of the Directors of the American
Peony Society, a Standing Seedling Committee was appointed by the Board
of Directors to act for the Society. This Standing Committee at present
consists of Mr. A. H. Fewkes, Mr. Harry F. Little, Mr. A. P. Saunders.
Mr. James Boyd and Dr. J. H. Neeley. No seedling shall receive an award
of any kind from the Society until such seedling has been passed on for at
least three years by at least a majority of this committee. This committee
may award a seedling so considered a Certificate of Honorable Mention, a
First Class Certificate, a Silver Medal, or a Gold Medal."

The following scale of points will be used in judging all blooms entered
in this class:

Color .. 25
Form 15
Size 15
Distinctiveness 15
Substance _ 10
Stem _ 10
Odor 10

A variety without odor can receive five points only under odor classi
fication, and if odor is disagreeable, amounting to a defect, it will be
marked 0.
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Advanced Amateur Classes
The following classes are only for those who grow peonies mainly for

personal pleasure or satisfaction, who employ no skilled labor in their care
or handling, who do not advertise as growers by signs, stationery, price
lists or catalogues, and whose expenditures for new varieties exceed all
receipts for sales of flowers or plants.

20. Collection of not more than fifty nor less than forty named varieties, double,
one bloom each.

First American Peony Society's Silver Medal and $25.00. Second $15.00.
Third $10.00.

1st. 2nd.
21. Collection of ten named varieties, double, three blooms of

each _ - $10.00 $5.00
?Z. Vase of peonies arranged for effect, one or more varieties, not

over 25 blooms 5.00 3.00
23. Vase of fifteen blooms, double, one variety, named 5.00 3.00

Novice Amateur Classes
The five following classes are open only to those who grow peonies for

personal pleasure or satisfaction, who employ no skilled labor in their care or
handling, and who have grown less than 50 plants during the season of this
exhibition. These classes are not open to the exhibitors in the preceding
section.

24. Collection of six varieties, double, named, one bloom of each .
25. Vase of three blooms, white, double, named, any one variety
26. Vase of three blooms, light pink or pink and cream, double,

named, any one variety _
27. Vase of three blooms, dark pink, double, named, any one

variety
28. Vase of three blooms, red or crimson, double, named, any

1st. 2nd.
5.00 $3.00
5.00 3.00

5.00 3.00

5.00 3.00

5.00 3.00

Central Manufacturers' Mutual Insurance Co.'s
Novice Exhibitor Classes

Class 29 is open to those who have not previously exhibited at a National
Show of the American Peony Society. These classes have been arranged
and prizes donated by the Central Manufacturers' Mutual Insurance Com
pany of Van Wert, Ohio.

1st. 2nd. 3rd.
29. Section A Three specimen blooms, double, named,

one variety, exhibited by a novice exhibitor from the
State of Indiana $10.00 $6.00 $4.00

Section B Three specimen blooms, double, named,
one variety, exhibited by a novice exhibitor from
the State of Illinois

Section C Three specimen blooms, double, named,
one variety, exhibited by a novice exhibitor from
the State of Michigan

Section D Three specimen blooms, double, named,
one variety, exhibited by a novice exhibitor from
the State of Kentucky

Section E Three specimen blooms, double, named,
one variety, exhibited by a novice exhibitor from
the State of Ohio

Section F Three specimen blooms, double, named.
one variety, exhibited by a novice exhibitor from
any state other than Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan,
Illinois and Indiana .

10.00 6.00 4.00

10.00 6.00 4.00

10.00 6.00 4.00

10.00 6.00 4.00

10.00 6.00 4.00
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Special Classes Open to All
30. The LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY of Fort

Wayne offers a Silver Medal and $25.00 for the best collection of double
peonies, one each, rating 9.0 or over, according to the latest symposium.
Quality and quantity both to count.

3 1. The BRAND PEONY FARMS offer a Silver Cup for the best peony exhib
ited at the show, in whatsoever exhibit it may be found.

32. The HARRISON MEMORIAL PRIZE of $100.00 for a new yellow peony.
Founded in 1919 by Mr. Lee R. Bonewitz, Van Wert. Ohio.

Conditions of Competition in this Class
1. The winning variety must be better in color and form than any variety

now in commerce. By this is meant that the winning blooms must not only
be better than any other yellow peony shown in the same exhibition, but
must, in the opinion of the judges, be superior to the best specimens staged
in previous exhibitions.

2. At least six blooms must be shown, with not less than fifteen-inch
stems with foliage.

3. The winning variety is to be named "C. S. Harrison."
4. Any award in this class is subject to approval by the Nomenclature

Committee.

33. The SISSON MEMORIAL PRIZE of $200.00 for a new pink peony.
Founded by W. A. Sisson, of Rosendale, Wis., in honor of his mother,
Pamelia Whitcomb Sisson, 1833-1920.

Conditions of Competition in this Class

1. The winning variety must be a peony of deep pink color, and not
previously introduced into commerce and must also be approved by the
judges as an important addition to the best existing varieties.

2. At least three blooms must be shown with no less than fifteen-inch
stems, with foliage.

3. The winning variety is to be named "Pamelia Sisson" and a root of
it to be presented to W. A. Sisson.

4. Any award in this class is subject to the approval of the Nomenclature
Committee.

34. The BRAND PEONY FARMS offer a prize of $100.00 for a Seedling Peony
of the Japanese type of special merit.

Conditions of Competition in this Class
1. The winning peony can be of any color, but it must be of such

excellence that it is entitled to a certificate and worthy of introduction.
2. At least three blooms must be shown, with not less than fifteen-inch

stems, with foliage.
3. The privilege of naming the variety is reserved to A. M. Brand.
4. This class is to be judged only by the Seedling Committee.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR EXHIBITORS
AND VISITORS

The Annual Meeting of the American Peony Society will be held at the
Anthony Hotel, corner of Berry and Harrison Streets, on the first night of the
show, immediately following the banquet to be given at the same place.

1. No exhibits can be received at the Exhibition Hall earlier than one day-
previous to the opening day of the exhibition.

2. AH exhibits to be staged by the owner should be addressed to himself,
care of the Concordia College Gymnasium, Fort Wayne, Indiana, and sent by
prepaid express.

3. All exhibits to be staged by the Exhibition Committee should be ad
dressed to Exhibition Committee of Concordia College Gymnasium, Fort Wayne.
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Indiana, and sent by prepaid express. Each specimen in these shipments should
be carefully and permanently labeled and class in which it is to be entered indi
cated. A complete list of the contents of the shipment should be included with
it and a duplicate copy sent to above address.

4. Exhibits for Cold Storage should be addressed to the owner, care of
Centlivre Ice and Cold Storage Co., 2501-25 31 Spy Run Avenue, Fort Wayne,
Indiana, marked "For Peony Show." No charge will be made for cold storage
service.

For any special information or assistance, communicate with the CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE, 817 Harrison Street. Fort Wayne, Indiana.

DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRATION
It is proposed in this department to provide an opportunity for all growers

to register the names of their new varieties in order to establish priority and
also to give descriptions of varieties which are being put on the market. The
Society takes no responsibility as to the quality of the varieties registered here.
A system by which new varieties can be officially rated and approved by the
Society has been established and it is hoped that the difficulties inherent in dealing
with the peony can be overcome and a plan developed which will be satisfactory
both to the growers and to the Society.

Mr. A. H. Fewkes, Newton Highlands. Mass.. has registered the following
described peony:

Name of variety. Priscilla Aldcn. Originator, Mrs. Elizabeth D. Roberts.
Date of registering, March 22nd, 1926. Owner and introducer. A. H. Fewkes,
Newton Highlands, Mass. This peony awarded a silver medal by the Massa
chusetts Horticultural Society. Rose type, very large bloom, color white, pleasing
odor, stiff stems, vigorous grower and early. Although the color is white, it is
not a dead white as in Fcstiva Maxima, but slightly tinted, giving it a very pleas
ing quality. The general character of the flower is much after the Baroness
Schrocdcr type, but unlik* that variety it is very early, blooming at the same
time as Fcstiva Maxima.

Life Members
Baldwin, S. Prentiss, Williamson Building, Cleveland, Ohio.
Bennett, John W., 88 Summer St., Springfield, Vt.
Blacklock, Miss M. E., Meadowdale, Ontario. Canada.
Case. Miss Marion R., Hillcrest Gardens, Weston. Mass.
Holmes, Miss Harriet P., Selborne, S. Batavia Road, Batavia, 111.
Lawler, Geo., Tacoma, Wash.
Long, P. M., Cordova, Ala.
Monroe, Geo., 4 Travistock St., Covent Garden. London. W. C. 2. England.
Newhard, Charles H., 39 Graham Ave., Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
Pcnnock Co., S. S., 1608 Ludlow St., Philadelphia. Pa.
Phair, Philip D., Presque Isle, Maine.
Phipps. Howard, Westbury, Long Island, N. Y.
Stranger. David C, Cherry Hill Nurseries, West Newbury, Mass.
Thurlow, Geo. C West Newbury, Mass.
Thurlow, W. H., West Newbury, Mass.
Wister, J. C, Station "G," Germantown. Philadelphia, Pa.

Life membership in the Society at the present time is $25.00 with the
prospect of it being raised to $50.00 at the June meeting, the amount originally
charged. The reduction to $25.00 was made at the Directors' meeting. April.
1916, and formally adopted at the Fourteenth Annual Meeting held in New
York June 9th, 1916. We would be pleased to sec a substantial increase in the
above list of life members.

New Members
Adams, Harlow, 87 Nevada St., Dubuque, Iowa.
Armstrong, Chas. D., 300 S. Lexington St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
Atkinson, H.. 260 Wyoming Ave., South Orange, N. J.
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Barclay. Mrs. John, Grccnsburg, Pa.
Barnes. Mrs. Pearle S., 1514 S. Grand Ave., W. Springfield. 111.
Beeson. Dr. H. B.. N. W. National Bank Bldg., Grand Forks, N. D.
Bigger, Myron D., General Delivery, Topeka. Kas.
Bodine, H. E., 2205 Alabama Ave., Fort Wayne. Ind.
Busse. Geo. A., 7558 Yates Ave.. Chicago. 111.
Buster Brothers. 901 W. Main St., Wilmington. Ohio.
Charles. Catharine D., Lancaster, Kas.
Clark, Mrs. Romaine, R. F. D. 1, Orion, Mich.
Cook, A. L., Ottawa, Kas.
Ehrle, Geo. L., Nurseryman. Paterson R. F. D. 2. Richfield, N. J.
Frederickson. L. J.. 1401 Capitol Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
Greminger, Dr. Albert N., 15 Governors Road, Bronxville, N. Y.
Inman, Ray, 315 West First St., Bloomington, Ind.
Kirley, Dr. C. P.. 59 Easton St.. Lowville. N. Y.
Kline, J. J., 521 W. Wayne St.. Fort Wayne, Ind.
Lapham, E. G.. 1003 Strong Ave., Elkhart, Ind.
Lemon. Horace H., 1710 Manor Ave., McKeesport. Pa.
Levy, Mrs. Hermann. 605 N. Vine St., Monroe City, Mo.
MacLeay, H. H., 612 Caroline St., Ogdensburg. N. Y.
McClure, B. K.. Jr., Frankfort. Ky.
McDonald College. Ste. Anne de Bellevue. Quebec, Canada.
Maxwell. Richard N., Middleton, Mass.
Parke, A. W., Box 699, 209'/, Spring St., Little Rock, Ark.
Pencil, C. D.. 947 Elm St.. Van Wert, Ohio.
Redcker, J. H, Arlington Heights, III.
Schultz. Geo. W 1902 Wirt St.. Omaha, Neb.
Smith, C. A.. R. R. 3, Box 421-A, Milwaukie, Ore.
Smith, Marjorie Lyon. Phoenix Farms. Finley Park. 111.
Sugdcn, Fred, R. R. 5. North East, Pa.
Wilmarth. E. R.. Attleboro Falls, Mass.
Woodroofe, R. W., Woodstock, Ont.

Changes in Addresses
Anderson, Wm.. R. R. 2. North St. Paul. Minn.
Armstrong. Charles D., 300 S. Lexington St.. Pittsburgh, Pa.
Armstrong. H. C 20 E. Gay St., Columbus, Ohio.
Arnold, Irving P., 43 Maplewood Ave., Dayton. Ohio.
Bather, Miss Jessie R.. 233 5th Ave., Clinton. Iowa.
Bocstoce. W. S.. 2903 Bergman St., Pittsburgh. Pa.
Bodman, Mrs. E. C. 635 Park Ave., New York City. N. Y.
Chruden. Mrs. R. J., 2425 Branch St., Duluth, Minn.
Coffin. Nathan E.. Indianola Road, R. F. D. 3, Des Moines, Iowa.
Cordell, J. E., 108 W. Jackson St.. Macomb, 111.
de St. Aubin, Eugene A. K Bro., 127 S. Blvd.. Oak Park, 111.
Dillard, Paul. 107 S. Court Ave., Memphis, Tenn.
Felland. Prof. O. G.. 1212 St. Olaf Ave., Northficld. Minn.
Good 8 Welsh Peony Farms. Inc., Springfield, O. (in place Perennial Gardens).
Guppy, Benj. W., Melrose, Mass.
Johnson. Benj., 3 50 Hughson St. N.. Hamilton. Ont.. Canada.
Kent, Lt. Col. R. E., 91 Clarence St., Kingston, Ont., Canada.
Knapp. Dr. A. J., Cleveland Life Bldg.. Evansville, Ind.
Lewis, H. H, R. F. D. 2, Carthage, N. Y.
McKce. W. J., Cambridge, N. Y.
MacDonald, Dr. Harold, 750 Nott St., Schenectady. N. Y.
Mason, Grafton, 1358 Lincoln Ave., St. Paul. Minn.
Mcrcu. Mrs. Wm. H.. 510 South Dallas Ave.. Pittsburgh, Pa.
Meyer, Frank B., Frandama Gardens, Elkins Park. Pa.
Middleton. J. C, R. R. 4, London. Ont.
Reeves, Edwin A., Chagrin Falls, Ohio.
Roy, W. Ormiston, 57 Drummond St., Montreal. Quebec, Canada.
Smith, Orvil W.. 16 Wave Ave., Wakefield, Mass.
Smith. Cbas. Huntington, Deerfield Academy. Deerfield. Mass.
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Spitzcr. Geo.. 1000 7th St., West Lafayette. Ind.
Springer, Mrs. A. R., 1420 Plass Ave.. Topeka, Kas.
Staehlin, A. J., 18333 Grand River Ave., Detroit. Mich.
Timmerman. Walter, 2107 Freeman Ave., Kansas City, Kas.
Tuthill. G. B.. Box 915, Wahoo Lodge Gardens, Sioux Falls, S. D.
White Elm Nursery, Hartland, Wis.

Resignations
Arend, Mrs. John, West Allis, Wis.
Baker, Oswald J.. 114 Washington St., Ithaca. N. Y.
Bonnewitz. Alice. Van Wert, Ohio.
Curtis, Harlow D.. Manlius, N. Y.
Davis, Mrs. Geo.. Lehigh, Iowa.
Dunlap. Alex, Jr., Venaillcr Pike. Lexington, Ky.
Eisenegger. A. J., R. R. 1. Dubuque, Iowa.
Freeman. W. H.. 1008 South Ave.. Plainfield. N. J.
Goode, J. S.. c/o Better Homes S< Gardens. Des Moines. Iowa.
Helm, Mrs. Walter B., 831 Overlook Road, Rockford, 111.
Krziza, Jos. A.. Dowagiac. Mich.
Kuns, D. F., McPherson, Kas.
Maher. J. W.. Devils Lake. N. D.
Roberts. Mrs. Milton F.. 273 High St.. West Medford. Mass.
Roscnfield. Mrs. Meyer. 207 3 7th St., Des Moines, Iowa.
Wagner. J. A., 635 Hardwood Drive, Des Moines, Iowa.
Warren, Herbert F., Trumbull, Neb.
Warren, W. W.. Cassopolis, Mich.

Deaths Reported
Smith. Col. Tom O.. Birmingham, Ala. (September. 1925.)
Rockwell. Chas. H.. 349 E. 25th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. (November, 1925.)

SECRETARY'S NOTES
With a desire to improve the bulletin a decided departure from former issues

has been made in the selection of paper and manner of displaying advertisements.
Suggestions for still further improvement will be carefully considered.

Under the auspices of the Holland Peony Society a National Peony Show
will be held in Boskoop. Holland, probably June 15th to 19th, inclusive. We
are hoping to present a brief report in the next issue of the bulletin.

I have a number of requests for early issues of the bulletin prior to No. 12.
Any member having these issues and being willing to dispose of them kindly
communicate with me. A goodly supply of bulletins from No. 12 to the
present number are available.

The originators of the peony John M. Good should be The Good if Welsh
Peony Farms (formerly The Perennial Gardens Company) , and not Good £J Reese
as shown in bulletin No. 26. This correction should be made in your copy of
bulletin.

The conference on Flower and Fruit Sterility will be held in New York
City August 12th. 13th and 14th. Prof. Saunders will represent the American
Peony Society at this meeting. An extensive program is being prepared, which
can be secured from A. B. Stout. Director of Laboratories, New York Botanical
Gardens, Bronx Park, New York City, N. Y.

A sample of the Adams Peony Supports has been received. These will be
found a splendid support: one of the best I have ever seen. See advertisement
in this issue.

Portland, Ore., held their first annual peony show May 20th and 21st.
Tentative date for the Fort Wayne show has been set for June 1 1th, with

the possibility of a later date having to be arranged for. A complete premium
list appears in this number.
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We would appreciate lists showing date of bloom of the leading varieties of
peonies from various sections of the country.

Particular attention is called to the list of new members. We are particu
larly desirous of building up our membership very materially before the end of
the year. A little missionary work among your peony-loving friends should be
productive of good results. Send me a list of prospects and I will gladly extend
a personal invitation to them to become members.

Groom your flowers carefully for the coming June exhibitions and enjoy
ihc satisfaction of getting in the prize-winning classes. .

The first week in May we were greatly pleased to receive a splendid bouquet
of peonies consisting of Catherine S. Fox. Mary May. Some Ganoko and Tomat-
bako from friend Berneche of Portland, Ore. They traveled considerably over
2.000 miles in perfect condition.

Am looking forward with pleasure to renewing many pleasant friendships
this coming June at the various peony shows. Hope to see you at the Fort
Wayne show.

W. F. CHRISTMAN, Secretary.
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(Tottage (Bardetts
Handing, iHlicfjtgan

Peonies in Rare and Standard Varieties

Special catalog of Peonies and Imported
Holland Bulbs sent free

upon request.

AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
The American Iris Society was organized January

29, 1920, as a forum wherein garden discussion might
center upon Iris. In these few years we have pub
lished nineteen Bulletins, of which No. 10, "Irises for
the Beginner," is sent to all new members on receipt
of the amount of their dues, $3.00. In addition, they
receive three or four other Bulletins devoted to
special phases of Iris interest.

To many members the Bulletins are the chief
attraction of our work, but to a few the opportunities
offered by exhibitions will appeal. With flowers as
transient as Iris, it is not practicable to have one
annual show and our policy, therefore, has been to
co-operate with many members in many parts of
the country. This year our first show was in Red-
lands, California, in April, and I expect that the last
will be in St. Paul in mid-June. With this policy
of many exhibits, you perhaps will be able to take
an active part in our work in one of the twenty-odd
to be held this year.

Thus, whether you are the only member in a
locality or can gather together a group of fellow
gardeners, you can take advantage of our service,
(.'hecks for three dollars should be made payable to
A. H. Scott, Front and Market Streets, Chester, Pa.

R. S. STURTEVANT, SECY
Wellesley Farms, Mass.
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BRAND PEONIES
It has ever been our ambition to maintain in our fields here
at Faribault as large, as fine, and as complete a collection
of. Peonies as can be found anywhere in the world.
Unusually heavy plantings last fall and this spring have
almost doubled our acreage, enabling us to offer to our cus
tomers this season as fine an assortment of peonies as could
be desired. If you wish the very choicest of the World's
Best Peonies, we can supply you as our line is complete.
If you are looking for those very rare sorts that are so hard
to get, such as the scarce Brand Peony Desire, good La Lor
raine, true Kelway*s Queen, clean rooted La Fee, and many
others, we can supply these.
Our new Price List, the finest we have ever issued, is just
off the press. Among the many things it describes are all
our wonderful New Brand Peonies, winners of the American
Peony Society's Gold and Silver Medals. We are mailing
it to all our old customers. We will gladly mail it to you on
request together with our 64-page Big Peony Manual. Both
are free.

PEONY GROWERS FOR MORE
THAN FIFTY YEARS

BRAND PEONY FARMS
BOX 000 - - FARIBAULT, MINN.

- - PEONIES -
Descriptive catalogue on request. Grower of 350 varieties.
You will want the better, rare European and American
introductions; hardy Minnesota grown roots that will grow,
bloom and be true to name and above all will please.

We have the original stock of Departing Sun (Sgl.). The
color is a brilliant, velvet red; very large petals, upright,
strong grower. A variety possessing great charm. Noted
peony judges predict a great future for this variety and
it is unquestionably the greatest single red ever originated.
Price, standard division, $5.00 each.

Peonies from the Rivcrview Gardens are winners of many
prizes, which proves the statement that our peony roots
are bred right grown right bloom right. Quality and
service is our motto. Peony, Iris and Gladiolus are our
specialties.

RIVERVIEW STATION ST. PAUL, MINN.
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NORTHBROOK GARDENS
Peonies and Irises

The World 's Best
Varieties

Quality Stock .

WELL GROWN
AND

GUARANTEED

PAUL L . BATTEY , Prop .
Glencoe, Illinois

PEONIES The World 's Choicest
· PEONIESSpecial list scarce varieties , also

best cut flower kinds . "Quality
guaranteed to please you .'

HARMEL PEONY CO .
Wholesale Growers Peonies Exclusively

BERLIN , MD .

D . W . C. RUFF
Globe Bldg . St. Paul, Minn .

W . L . GUMM Grower of HighGrade Peonies
LeCygne , La France , Lady Duff , Therese

and various other fine sorts

BARGAIN PRICES FOR RARE
AND CHOICE PEONIES

Send: for Catalogue Selling Out to Discontinue Business

W. L.GUMM , PEONY SPECIALIST Send for Price List

Dept . K, Remington , Ind . MOVILLA GARDENS Haverford , Pa .

Your Collection of Peonies is not
complete without

LUETTA PFEIFFER
The most promising seedling of recent
introduction . Early , large , fragrant

FARR PEONIES ARE GUARANTEED
- to be strong , healthy 3-5 eye divisions
- to arrive in a live and fresh condition
-to bloom absolutely true to name
-to be alive within one year after plant
ing or replaceable at one -half price .
1926 Price List Will Be Ready in July

FARR NURSERY CO .

300 Garfield Ave. Wyomissing , Pa .

Price reduced - Large 3 to 5 eye
division $10.00. Doz. $100.00.

PFEIFFER NURSERY Winona , Minn.
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We are the originators
and distributors of the

FRANKLIN NURSERY
Acres of Illicit Grade Peonies

Also some line ones originated by

Famous Cherry Hill
Seedlings

A. B. FBANKLIN
0031 Portland Ave. Minneapolis. Minn.

as well as growers and
distributors of the latest
and best of the foremost
American and European
producers.

THE GOOD & WELSH PEONY
FARMS. Inc.

Orr.wers and Introducers of Fine New
Seedlings. Largest Growers of Standard

and New Peonies In the world.

CHERRY HILL NURSERIES
SPRINGFIELD. OHIO

(T. C. THURLOW'S SONS, Inc.)
About May 26th, 1926, all members

will receive my

West Newbury, Mass.
New Descriptive Catalogue
of 196 outstanding superlative

varieties of peonies

Peonies For Every Purpose
JAMES PILLOW

Fine Iris, Roses, Shrubs. Vines
Cold Spring on Hudson New York

Selected Varieties Quality Stock
Send lor Complete List Mohican Peony Gardens

AMERICAN ROSE & PLANT CO. Sinking Springs, Pa.
Producers of Plants that Grow and Bloom

Springfield, Ohio
R. F. D. No. 1

TRUE STOCK
CATALOGUE UPON REQUEST

nl reasonable prices on PEONIES, IRISES and
GLADIOLIPeonies, Iris, Gladioli, Dahlias

STONECREST GARDENS

W. A. Dana Ean Cinlre. Wis.
Large stocks of the very

finest varieties.

peonies ^zzz^i Gladiolus and Iris Catalog now ready.
Peony Catalog to be issued in July.

full, and are interested in the best that
ran be had in Holland grown plants,
communicate with us. WARXAAR &
CO.. R4M)in 154S, 17 Battery Plare, New
York. Nurseries at Snssenheim, Holland.

Wholesale Only

Wholesale Prices to Growers

SUNNY ACRES NURSERY
W. F. ChriBtman. Mgr.

Robbinsdnle, Minn.
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"Jeannot scored the greatest advance, coming up from an 8.9
average. This variety is without a doubt the par excellence for a late
light lavender pink and a white double peony having salmon tints at
the base of the petals. It is destined to become even higher rated
when the show and blooming dates come simultaneously." T. F.
Donahue in "Horticulture."

Our large stock greater than that of all other growers In the world com
bined justifies price of $7.50 for small divisions; J12.50 standard size. We
have very large plantings of all the better standard and rare sorts. It is very
exceptional for us to be "sold out," and of course, we never substitute.

1530 Wilmette QflrPnCS VJ. ttiMjflXV Wilmette,
Avenue PeONIeTcI IrISeS IU-

Peonies-Iowa Grown S. C. HARRIS TARRYTOWN. N. Y.

Specializing 24 years In
High grade peonies for every purpose.
My 1926 price list contains many of the
new Introductions. Mailed upon request.

PEONIES
W. G. DuMONT

The best varieties in the old
and many of the well tried
new ones. Send for catalogue.

2700 19th Street I>es Moines. Iowa LARGE STOCK LOW PRICK

My I»e»crlptlve Peony and Iris Lists PEONIES!
IRISES!

Featuring the World's nest Va
rieties, are now ready for dis
tribution. Write for your copy.

LEE K. BONNEWITZ
The world's latest and best,
grown where nature smiles
the year round. Strong,
sturdy roots produce unbeat
able flowers.

Box 300, Van Wert. Ohio
Plan to visit Van Wert when you

attend the Fort Wayne Show

Wahnfried Gardens Prepaid Delivery
Catalogue on Request

Fine Peonies and Oriental Poppies Puget Sound Peony Gardens

Send for Catalogue

L. J. Germiinti, Prop. Van Vert, Ohio

IVAN W. GOODNER, PROP.

B. F. D. It, Box 7*7

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

PEONIES & IRISES ADAMS PEONY SUPPORTS
ADAMS PLANT PROPS

Plan to attend National Peony Show
at Fort Wayne, Ind., and visit
these gardens at the same time.

Made of No. 6 and No. 8 gauge
wire. Joints electric welded. Send for
small sample model. Sent no charge.

CHAS. F. WA8SENBERG Quotations furnished on request

Send for Catalogue Van Wert, Ohio The Adams Company Dubuque, Iowa
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