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Peonies in the South
By Sam L. Carpenter, Rome, Ga.

t the suggestion of W. F. Christman, editor of the American
Peony Society Bulletin, I am writing this article with the sincere
hope it may be of benefit to some and probably an inspiration

to others living in the South, to add to their gardens the peony, to me
the most beautiful and satisfactory of all flowers. This last assertion
may prove rather alarming to many Southern readers of this article who
probably believe as I once believed, that the peony is strictly a Northern
flower and totally unreliable in the South.

I have no doubt but that the Northern section of our country is

better suited for its growth and perfection, yet at the same time I
have grown blooms that I would not be ashamed to enter in the best
peony shows of the North and East. Probably I would not win a first
prize; yet as to color, texture and all else that goes to the making of a

perfect flower they would be hard to beat. I here wish to state that I am
merely an amateur grower, have never sold a peony root in my life, nor
have I any now for sale.

peonies I ever owned, and my success with them has led me to add to
my collection from time to time until now I possess a large number of
the very finest varieties. In the past few years I have never purchased a

variety with a rating of less than 8 and would advise anyone starting
in the business to do likewise. It is just as easy and the expense no
more to grow a fine variety than a poor one and the first cost is little
compared to the final reward in possessing something you glory in your
self and are proud to show your friends.

DEMANDS RATING OF AT LEAST 8

My love for flowers in general induced me to purchase the first
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And here let me give some other advice never purchase from any
one simply because his price is cheap unless you know the dealer is
absolutely reliable.

I have noticed the roots of the few dealers I have purchased from
and whom I know to be reliable are practically the same quality and the
same price. From one dealer I purchased some roots much cheaper in
price yet in comparison with the others I think the higher-priced ones
were a bargain.

FIRST PURCHASE TWELVE YEARS AGO

My experience with peonies began some twelve years ago when I
purchased six roots from a Philadelphia seed house. While all varieties
were comparatively cheap I had among the number Festh'a Maxima, Felix
Crousse, and Mme. Calot. I still think these three are far ahead of some
of the later and more expensive varieties. With the meager directions
received for planting I put them in the ground. In two years I had
some very pretty blooms and from then on they have bloomed seemingly
more beautiful as the years pass by. Today these plants are large, healthy
looking bushes with no apparent fault.

Thus becoming convinced that the peony would do well in my sec
tion of the country I got in touch with some Northern growers who
specialized in peonies and began to add to my collection. Some of the
catalogues received claimed the peony unsuited for the South while others
recommended certain varieties only. I followed the advice and ordered
only the varieties suggested as being suitable for Southern planting.
They came through splendidly and lived up to my expectations. My
next lot was purchased five years ago and included among others such
varieties as Thercse, Jubilee, Martha Bulloch, Longfellow, James Kelway,
Solange, Walter Faxon, Lady Alexandra Duff, Alsace Lorraine, Tour-
angelle and Karl Roscfeld.

ADDS MANY MORE VARIETIES TO LIST
In the fall of 1926 I ordered another lot going deeper into the more

expensive varieties, not hesitating to order such varieties as struck my
fancy and paying no attention to the catalogues notation regarding suit
ability for the South. Such varieties as Kelways Glorious, Kelways Ex
quisite, Phyllis Kelway, Jeannot, Mary Woodbury Shaylor, Laura Des
sert, Lillian Gnmm, Auguste Dessert, Judge Berry, Philippe Rivoire, La
France, and E. J. Shaylor were included in my list.

Below I am giving the behavior of some of these during the present
blooming season which is just over and which has been about three
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weeks later than the 1927 season.

Auguste Dessert Six typical blooms; the color to me very appeal
ing, splendid form, good foliage and fine stem.

Laura Dessert Two blooms; the color much deeper yellow than
Primevere and the stem far better. I hope for more blooms next year.
While the blooms seemed typical they were small.

Phyllis Kelway Five blooms, very pretty and good size. The blooms
seemed typical. I like it very much. Good stems.

Souv. de Louis Bigot Large fine blooms, five in number. Beautiful
shade of pink similar to Walter Faxon although I like Faxon much better.
Splendid stems.

Kelway s Glorious Four blooms; two very large and fine although
from description I should judge not typical. From what I can learn of
this variety it is slow in becoming established. I feel confident however,
it will do fine in the South.

Richard Carvel Six fine blooms, splendid stems and good color.
Flowers last well.

)cannot Six blooms, medium size and very pretty. Good stems.

I like it very much.

OTHERS THAT DO ViELL IN THE SOUTH
The above are all two-year-old plants. Among others which from

two years' observation I like especially well and which I believe will do
well in the South are Germaine Bigot, Mme. Auguste Dessert, Lamartine,
Mary Woodbury Shaylor, La France, Lillian Gitmm, Georgiana Shaylor,
Lady Emily, La Perle, Etta, Lamartine, Marcclle Dessert, and Rosa Bon-
beur. After two years Milton Hill, Judge Berry, Lora Dexheimer, Mid
night and Prince of Darkness have failed to bloom. The bushes are

fine and healthy looking and I hope in another year they will come
through all right.

Of my older plants the following have done especially well over a

period of four and five years. I like them all and am sure they will do
well for Southern planting. Mons. Jules Elie, Baroness Schroeder, Venus,
Toitrangelle, Kelway's Exquisite, Mine. Jules Dessert, James Kelway, Opal,
Tberese, Martha Bulloch, Sarah Bernhardt, Ruth Brand and Mary Brand,
Fcstiva Maxima, Mme. Calot, Duchess de Nemours, Alsace Lorraine,
Jubilee, Mine. Emile Lemoine, Frances Willard, Felix Croitsse, Marie
Crousse, Ed id is Superba, Zest, Walter Faxon, Karl Rosefeld, LeCygne,
Solange, Grandiflora (Richardson), Ginet/e, and Lady Alexandra Duff.
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All the above were a mass of bloom the past season and were a joy to
behold. There was not an unhealthy bush in the lot, the blooms were
large, of splendid form, and fine color. It would be difficult to pick
from the above lot my choice, yet Walter Faxon, Solange, Mme. Jules
Dessert, Tourangelle and Frances Willard were especially appealing. In
reds, Mary Brand was glorious.

TWO BLOOM ON FIRST YEAR PLANTS

I saw Philippe Riioire and Henry Avery bloom for the first time;
these on bushes from roots planted last October. Philippe Riioire had
two blooms; the color was beautiful and the form perfect, although the
bloom was small. I am anxious to see the bloom on a well-established
plant.

Henry Avery gave three blooms, which I liked very much. They
were good size and the ring of yellow stamens gave a beautiful effect to
the attractive bloom.

I have found with peonies, like roses, dahlias, iris, and other garden
plants, where there are a number of varieties, that some are more
vigorous growers and profuse bloomers than others. This I am sure
applies to the Northern climate also and is not applicable to the South
alone. With me the early and mid-season varieties seem to do better, as a
rule, than the late ones although I get splendid blooms from such late
ones as I have. As a rule they are not so dependable. Climatic condi
tions seem to affect them more than it does the earlier ones.

METHOD OF PLANTING, CULTIVATION AND FERTILIZATION
In preparing my beds for planting I dig a trench about two feet

wide and one and one-half feet deep, retaining the top soil and discardins
the remainder which consists of red clay. This gives me a bottom of
clay upon which I fork in about four inches of well-rotted stable manure;
upon this I place another layer of manure and alternate with a top soil
until the trench is filled. Upon the last layer of manure I incorporate
a top dressing of bonemcal. In case I haven't sufficient top soil I secure
enough elsewhere to complete the job. I then fork as deep as I can go
with a spading fork and thoroughly mix; then leave until fall when I

repeat the forking process about two weeks before planting time.
I might add here that the first preparation is done in the spring.

This gives the manure and soil plenty of time to become thoroughly
incorporated with each other. At planting time which is in October,
or early November, I dig a hole about one foot deep into which I place
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the peony root and fill nearly to the top with the well pulverized soil
I then gather top of root firmly in my hand and gradually work towards
the top of the hole filling in all the time with more soil until the crown
is nearly even with the top of trench then complete filling, working
the soil between and around the roots and pressing firmly. This should
leave the crown about one inch below trench level allowing about one
inch more for settling. I water thoroughly and complete filling the
hole with soil.

With the exception of thorough cultivation and watering during the
following summer, provided we have a dry one, nothing further is done
until the following fall. I then give a liberal coating of well-rotted
manure, avoiding the crown of the plants and leave until early spring
when a liberal quantity of bonemeal and hardwood ashes are added and
all well-forked together in the soil. This process which I repeat each

year seems to furnish satisfactory results as I have never yet lost a plant
and all seem to thrive and keep healthy. I might add here that the soil in
which my peonies are planted is quite acid by Litmus test. So -far I
have never used lime. It might be beneficial, but why experiment if the
acid soil is giving satisfactory results?

I nearly always disbud just as soon as the lateral buds make their
appearance as I use the majority of the blooms as cut flowers. The more
delicate varieties I always cut just as soon as the color appears and allow
to open in the house or cellar away from sunlight. Each morning I
cut with a sharp knife a small portion of the stem and place in fresh
water. I know of few flowers that retain their beauty and last longer
than the peony.

SOME OBSERVATIONS AND DIRECTIONS FOR BEST RESULTS
Below I am giving a few observations and rules, which, if followed,

I feel sure will prove successful to those who might desire raising peonies
in the South.

1. I am led to believe climatic conditions do not have so much
to do with success as does soil conditions. The heavy red clay subsoil
that we have is a great conserver of moisture the roots upon penetrating
this obtain enough to carry them through our summers except in case

of extreme drought and this can be overcome by artificial watering as

necessity demands.
2. Good drainage is absolutely essential as they are practically

worthless if planted in low, boggy soil or where water remains after rains.
3. Avoid deep planting. I would much prefer the crown one inch
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from the surface level than three or over. I try to get as near two inches
as possible after settling has taken place.

4. Avoid fresh manure which I believe more harmful in the South
than in the North; however, I am a firm believer in liberal applications
of well-rotted manure over the beds in the fall but never nearer than
twelve inches from center of crown.

5. I believe phosphoric acid and potash more essential as fertilizers
than nitrogen for peonies, although were the foliage of my plants to
become pale in color I would not hesitate to give a liberal application
of cottonseed meal or like substance rich in nitrogen.

keep soil well-cultivated around plants
6. After the stalks die I cut close to the ground and burn. I feel

if allowed to remain they might be the cause of disease, aside from the
unsightly appearance they would cause when next season's growth comes
along.

7. Keep the soil well cultivated around the plants and between the
rows but never over the crown of the plant; if weeds appear there pick
them out by hand.

8. Never despair; if for any reason you meet with seeming failure
try again, for the peony can be raised in the South and the finest varieties,
too.

After all, experience is the best guide and as you go along certain
suggestions will offer themselves which probably may mean your success
and be worth far more to you than all the reading and advice vou
could gain elsewhere.

PEONY CAN BE GROWN SUCCESSFULLY IN THE SOUTH
I probably have gone into detail more than necessary but have

written this article for those in the South who might wish to venture
into the peony game and for those who have tried and possiblv had
unsatisfactory results. If it can be of benefit to them it certainly will
do no harm to those who have had success and probably do not concur
in all the statements I have made.

In conclusion may I suggest to the editor of the Peony Bulletin
that nothing could be of greater service to our Southern flower lovers
than getting word to them that the peony can be grown in the South
with more than a reasonable assurance of success. But how can this
news be disseminated through the Peony Bulletin where its readers arc
so few? In looking over a list of the Peony Society members I find J
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very few from the southern states. In Georgia, I am the lone member.
Probably the matter will work out itself. In this age of enlightenment
and closer contact with one another I feel sure it will be only a matter
of time until the word will be broadcast throughout the South that the
peony can be successfully grown here.

With this assurance I feel confident thousands will give them a
trial, thereby exploding the "myth" that they cannot be successfully
grown. When this is done it will become one of the most popular flowers
in our Southern gardens.

Note. In a letter from Mr. Graham recently received he advises that he has had
a conference with the state entomologist who states the peony does well in the northern
and north-central sections of Georgia, but docs not do so well farther south, as they
develop root gall badly and are subject to other diseases such as leaf and stem blight
which they have not as yet been able to control. Mr. Graham further wishes to qualify
his statements, making them applicable to sections of the South in the latitude north
of Macon or Atlanta, Ga. Editor.

How the Peony Grower Can Fight the
Root-knot Nematode

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Commercial Peony and Iris Growers
Association, December, 1928

By Nellie A. Brown
Bureau of Plant Industry, U. S. Department of Agriculture

IT
has been definitely established by Peter Bisset and his assistant,
W. B. Wood, of the Quarantine Station of the Department of Agri
culture, that nematodes in the roots of peonies can be killed by the

hot water method and the buds not injured. They immerse the roots in
hot water at a temperature of 120 degrees F. for 30 minutes. A longer
time is not necessary, but it is necessary to divide them before treating
if the roots are large. They have treated hundreds of peony roots satis

factorily by this method for they give the treatment to all the imported
roots which happen to be diseased or nematode-infested unless the importer
prefers to return them to the country of their origin at his own expense
or turn them over to the customs authorities to be destroyed.

The fall of 1927 the writer received 98 nematode-infested peony
roots for experimental purposes from eight different commercial firms to
some of which Mr. Bisset gave the hot water treatment, while others
he treated by drying for different lengths of time. The hot water treat
ment proved to be the better method; the plants look well after the treat
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ment and the heating does not seem to be any greater shock, if as great,
as the drying.

The nematodes are killed also by drying the roots six to ten days

during which period the temperature should reach 80 degrees F. for part
of the time. Even drying 20 days at temperatures of 75 to 80 degrees F.
will not kill the roots, so one need not be afraid to give them the ten-day
treatment. After drying, the roots are soaked in water several hours to
restore the moisture before planting. The buds are shrivelled but not
injured further by the treatment. A few of the 98 roots receiving the
hot water and the drying treatments blossomed in the spring, but one
can scarcely expect many blossoms the first spring after either of these
severe treatments.

With the nematodes killed in the roots the biggest question of all
remains how to keep them from coming in again. Those roots treated
by hot water or by drying and kept in sterile soil in the greenhouse where
there are no nematodes have not become infested again up to the present
time. But many of the roots treated by hot water and planted in soil
where peonies had never been before, but adjoining an infested garden
had their roots full of little nematode galls when lifted this fall. And
in addition some of those planted in a region where peonies had never
been, with the soil of the trenches steam sterilized, were infested from the
surrounding unsterilizcd soil. All of the roots were dug up and examined.
No doubt by next fall (1929) the roots clean now will be infested also.

EXPERIMENTS STARTED IN 1927
The experiments in drying peony roots began with a few plants in the

fall of 1926. In the fall of 1927 when the roots were lifted not a nema
tode gall was present. But this fall, the second year, when the same plants
were lifted again they were a sickening sight, as the roots were full of
nematode galls. These plants were grown out of doors under ordinary
garden conditions. The nematodes had not found them the first year
but had the second year.

This brings us to the point of making a suggestion about what might
possibly be done to lessen the number of galls on peony roots and in turn
lessen the number in the soil.

One important thing is to keep down the weeds in and around a

peony plot. Nematodes live and flourish in the roots of weeds. Divide
the peony roots frequently and each time they are divided give them
the hot water treatment before planting. As you know, dividing roots
every few years keeps them in a good growing condition and most of them
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at this stage will blossom in spite of nematode infestation. When they
are lifted and trimming is necessary, burn all the root trimmings and so

make sure you are not adding millions of nematode eggs and larvae to
your soil.

sterilizing soil effective
Of course the nematodes in the soil can be killed by sterilizing the

soil with steam but it does not seem altogether practical to steam sterilize
a big acreage by the inverted pan method in order to eradicate them; but
it is possible. It might be practical, however, for a small plot to be used

for choice and expensive varieties. If a grower should choose to do this,
he must take infinite pains to keep out infection after his soil has been

sterilized and must treat with hot water all the roots he plants.

For the hot water treatment some simple tank or container could
be fixed up on the place. If the grower does not wish to do this, Mr.
Bisset has suggested a device called an "agricultural boiler," used for dip
ping hogs and poultry to remove hair and feathers. Under the water
container there is a stove in which wood, coal or coke can be burned. It
is sold by dealers in agricultural implements for $20 to $40, according
to the capacity in gallons. Or if a grower has steam facilities there are

other tanks for sale which have steam attachments so that the water in
the tank is heated by steam. The price of these runs from $170 to
over $200.

There are some peony varieties which seem much more susceptible
to nematodes than other varieties. The odor and texture of the roots
may be partly responsible for this. The writer can not remember that
she has ever received for examination a root of the officinalis group
infested with nematodes. Perhaps some peony growers know definitely
whether it is or is not always free from them. Should it be a nematode-
free variety, breeding experiments with this point in view could be

undertaken to advantage.

Heating peony roots in hot water 120 degrees F. for 30 minutes
kills the nematodes. So does drying the roots for six to ten days with
temperatures around 80 degrees F. The killing, however, does not insure
against new infestation. To prevent this as much as possible every time
the roots are divided treat with hot water and burn all root trimmings.
Divide the roots as frequently as the variety will allow. Keep all weeds
out of the plot or around it. If you find it practical to steam sterilize
your soil, do so. The steam kills the nematodes in the soil.
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Eel Worm Disease
By Louis R. Potter, Milwaukee, Wis.

Please
do not consider that I am writing at this time in reply to

your comment to my letter in the last Bulletin, with a view of
stirring up an argument, but allow me at the same time to state

that apparently you did not fully understand me and also that I did not
fully make myself clear.

As you note, the Peony Manual shows that the peony is subject to
two different kinds of eel worm disease, one of which Prof. Weiss dis
cusses as Caconema radicicola and the other which he dismisses merely
as Lemoines disease. The latter is the one I had in mind when I wrote
to you, and that one, with all due deference to Prof. Weiss has been for
some time known as Hcterodera radicicola. You will find a most
exhaustive article on the eel worm Hcterodera radicicola in U. S. Depart
ment of Agriculture Bulletin No. 217, written by Prof. Ernst A. Bessev.
which article I understand can not be obtained except through some one
who has it, the department having exhausted this edition. I call your
attention to page 41 of this bulletin which treats with soils and which I
have entirely and fully confirmed by experimentation for the past eight
years following the lines suggested and going a bit farther by mixing the
soils as I mentioned to you in my last letter.

essentially disease of light soils
Discussing Hcterodera radicicola, Prof. Bessey says: "Root-knot is

essentially a disease of light soils. Whenever the soil is sandy or contains
a fairly large proportion of sand, other conditions being favorable, the
root-knot nematode may be expected to thrive when once introduced. In
heavy soils, on the other hand, the disease never seems to be serious. In
some of the writer's experiments affected plants were planted in pots of
stiff clay soils, and not only was it almost impossible to obtain infection
of susceptible plants placed in close proximity in the same pots, but even
on the diseased plants, the new roots remained free from the trouble.
Similar experiences have been reported to the writer from various parts
of the country where diseased trees were set out in stiff soil and after
a few years seemed to be entirely free from the trouble." "Light" and
"heavy" in the sense used in this bulletin have reference to those soils

containing, respectively little and much clay.

treats subject exhaustively
The bulletin treats each and every phase of this problem in an
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exhaustive manner and I am quite sure that the soil problem will control
Caconema radicicola in the same manner as I have experienced identical
results except that it takes about a year longer in each case of the latter
to eradicate the pest than it does to eradicate Heterodera radicicola. I do
not use chemicals to destroy the pests because that would be wasting
effort and money to a large extent due to the fact that the pests secrete

themselves in the root or in balls attached to the new roots and are very
little if any affected by the poisons administered.

Kindly let me know after you have checked up on this matter more
fully, the experience of others and also what Prof. Weiss has to say about
this. Also look at U. S. Department of Agriculture Bulletin No. 1343,
which is much briefer than the Bessey bulletin and not so good but covers
the proposition in 1923.

Comments on the Peony Manual
By Ivan W. Goodner, Seattle, Wash.

IT
IS a wonderful contribution to peony literature. For the immense
amount of painstaking research and patient labor involved in the
preparation of matter for this publication, as well as the measureless

value of its contents, the members of the society and peony-lovers in
general owe a very large debt of gratitude to Mr. Boyd and his co-workers,
and in particular for the exceedingly able articles by Mr. Wister on the
tree peony. To the professional peony grower and the peony "fan" as

well, the book is worth vastly more than the price charged.
A careful reading of the descriptions of the various varieties, how

ever, has impressed me with the belief that the blooms examined for
descriptive purposes were in some cases not typical of the variety, or that
peonies vary much in size and sometimes in coloring, from those grown
on this coast, as well as from those grown in the Middle West.

NOTES DIFFERENCES
Just a few examples: Moris. Martin Cahitzac in the manual is

described as "large," whereas in my field it grows exactly as it is described
in practically all catalogues, i. e., "medium" or "medium to small."

On the other hand, Philippe Rivoire is in the manual said to be

"small," whereas in fact a typical bloom on an average plant is "medium
to large," and at least one-third larger than M. Martin Cahuzac. I have
never seen it catalogued as small, and with me it is always as large as,
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and often larger than, Walter Faxon, though not as full of petalage, being
a loose flower.

I agree with Mr. Boyd's note that it is "the only really sweetly-
scented red peony that I know of." With me it is "richly rose-scented,"
as described in the manual.

Sorry, again, that I must disagree as to Phyllis Kelway. Here it is
an immense bloom, not at all coarse, but exquisite in form and entrancing
in delicacy of the pink coloring. Instead of being reduced five points, I
think it should be raised five points, to 95. Out here Kel way's Glorious
on a four or five-year plant is "very large," just as the manual says, but
Le Cygne on well-grown four and five-year plants is never more than
medium to large, while the manual describes it in the same words as for
Kclway's Glorious, that is

, "very large." La Perlc is described as darker
than Venus; if so, the originator mis-named it. With me it shows in
general about the colors of a richly-tinted pearl a very beautiful blush-
white, and one of the most perfectly formed of all peonies; double, but
not globular.

DISCUSSES COLOR TERMS
The very frequent use of the phrases "old-rose pink" and "light

rose-pink" in the manual has proved confusing to me. Shell-pink, so
long used in certain peony descriptions, as in the case of Etta and Edwin
C. Shaw, for examples, has now been displaced by "old-rose-pink,"
whereas I have been of the impression that old-rose pink was a darker
or deeper shade than rose-pink, and that rose-pink was darker than shell-
pink or "light-pink." The new mode of description in this respect does
not give me a true impression of the flower.

I was rather surprised to see Karl Rosefield listed and described as

"Karl Roscnficld," for if my memory serves me well it was announced
in the Bulletin two or three years ago that Mr. Rosefield had applied for
and received the permission of the society to change the name of this
peony to conform to the change that had been made in his own name.

two varieties alike
At page 2 5, "Benoit" is listed, but it is there stated that its origin

is unknown. Relying again upon memory, I have a very distinct recol
lection that some years ago Mr. Bonnewitz announced in one of his bul
letins that while in France he ordered of the widow of M. Riviere (the
originator and introducer) some roots of Philippe R'noire, but that on
growing them in his own fields he thought the flowers did not hold the
color as well as they did on Philippe R'noire, and therefore concluded



American Teoky Society "Bulletin 15

the variety imported was not true and gave it the name "Benoit," which
I understand is the given name of Madame Riviere. And I may remark
here, parenthetically, that I can see absolutely no difference between
Benoit and Philippe Kivoire, either in form or growth of plant, stem,
foliage, color or size of bloom, in the holding of color in the field, or
indoors, root development or fragrance. To me they are precisely identical.

It must be remembered that this communication comes from the
North Pacific Coast. Our soil and climate are unlike those in most parts
of the country and may in part account for some of the differences above
noted.

aft-

Growing Seedling Peonies in Eastern Kansas
By Mrs. Percy W. Smith, Kansas City, Kansas

WHILE
reading the article by Mr. Edward Auten, Jr., in Peony

Bulle tin No. 36, December, 1928, I was very strongly impressed
by the fact that there is a vast difference in growing peonies

from seed in Illinois and eastern Kansas. My husband grows peonies
and we are both very much interested in growing things from seed, small
plants or cuttings.

We grow peonies from seed. We gather the seeds while they are

brown. If they are not gathered until they are black, the seeds probably
will not germinate for 18 months or longer. We had one seed to remain
in the ground for five years and then grew as lustily as though it had
not taken a long rest. After gathering the seeds while brown, we plant
them in rows, just as we would peas, quite thickly, and tramp the earth
hard. Then, we forget about them until the next spring when we will
have nearly 100 per cent germination. The first year the plants reach
a height of from one to two inches. We keep weeds out of the bed, just
as we would any other small plants. Next winter we forget them again,
and the next autumn take the peony plants from the seed-bed and set

them where they are to stay.
They "grow and grow" like Mr. Finney's famous turnip, until they

are four or five years from seed when they begin to bloom and show
whether they are good or bad. We have had the fun of growing the
seedlings.

It is very little trouble to raise peonies from seed in eastern Kansas.
They require no spraying, no watering, no mulching. They are given
no care except to keep the weeds out of the bed and transplant when
large enough.
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History of Walter Faxon
By Prof. Robert T. Jackson, Cambridge, Mass.

IT
is a great pleasure to me to hear that you are to make a feature of
the peony Walter Faxon in the next number of the Peony Bulletin.
I have always admired this variety for its unique and exquisite color.

I consider Walter Faxon and Milton Hill perhaps the most beautiful of
all John Richardson's remarkable seedling peonies.

Mr. Richardson died in 1887 and after his death, at his request, 1
took many plants from his garden. Among them was the peony that I
later named Walter Faxon. I do not think it was a posthumous seedling,
though I regret to say I do not remember it in bloom in his garden, which
I knew very well. There were a lot of unbloomed seedlings, some 75,
that I transferred to my own garden but I do not think that Walter
Faxon was one of that lot. Mr. Richardson kept no garden records and
very seldom labeled anything.

first shown in 1904
I first showed the variety, Walter Faxon, with other Richardson seed

lings at the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, June, 1904, and it was
then awarded a First-Class Certificate of Merit as a new thing. Soon after
I distributed plants by sale and otherwise and it became greatly admired
for its exquisite color. I well remember Mrs. Edward Harding's admira
tion of Walter Faxon, as she saw it in bloom in my garden. In her
Peonies in the Little Garden, she speaks of it as that "pink marvel" and
expresses the opinion that it is to be considered one of "the world's best
three." High praise from an expert as she certainly is.

To the Richardson seedlings that I named I gave the names of
scientific men. By this means names were attained not likely to be dupli
cated and, being a scientific man myself, I felt pleasure in conferring
an honor on those whom I admired.

NAMED FOR OLD FRIEND
Walter Faxon, for whom the peony was named, was an old and

deeply beloved friend. He was born in Roxbury in 1848 and died in
Lexington in 1920. Three brothers, Edwin, Charles E., and Walter were
all highly scholarly men and prominent in scientific pursuits, Edwin and
Charles as botanists, Walter as a professional zoologist, though from his
familiarity with plants he might have been considered a botanist as well.
Walter, on a foundation of classical education, took up science and was
an eminent authority on Crustacea and ornithology. He was connected
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with Harvard University, teaching zoology for a number of years and
was a curator in the Museum of Comparative Zoology throughout his
scientific life.

As avocations he took deep delight in English literature, especially
as a student of Shakespeare. He was a lover of music and the drama.
Altogether he was a lover of all things beautiful in nature, literature and
art. It was a keen pleasure to him that this beautiful peony should bear
his name and it was indeed a keen pleasure to me thus to honor him.
Obituary notices of Walter Faxon were published in the Harvard Gradu
ates Magazine, March, 1921; in the Auk, vol. 38.

»*

Peony, Walter Faxon (Richardson)
By A. H. Fewkes, Newton Highlands, Mass.

I
first saw the peony, Walter Faxon, growing in the garden of Prof.
R. T. Jackson, in Cambridge, Mass., twenty or more years ago.

At that time considerable confusion existed among the Richard
son varieties and I was there going over his collection with him, trying
to straighten out their nomenclature.

Some years previous to this, after the decease of Mr. Richardson,
Prof. Jackson having been given the privilege of taking such plants as

he chose from the Richardson garden, removed, along with other things,
to his own garden, all the peony plants then growing there. This included
both named and unnamed seedlings. Some of the latter had flowered but
many had not. Walter Faxon was one of those which had flowered but
remained unnamed. But recognizing its good qualities, Prof. Jackson had
named the variety for one of his associates, some time previous to the
day we were going over the plants in his garden. As we passed from
plant to plant my attention was called particularly to this variety and
I recall Prof. Jackson's remark when he called my attention to the plant:
"That is Walter Faxon; the ladies tell me the color is a very near approach
to pure pink." As then, the variety stands today unique, inasmuch as

no other pink variety can show a flower quite as pure in tone as this.
The plant stood apart from the others, had developed into a specimen

of considerable size and was carrying a good crop of flowers. These
had been allowed to grow naturally, no attempt having been made to
grow specimen blooms.

POPULARITY STARTS AFTER EXHIBITION
In the fall of that year Prof. Jackson sent me a collection of the
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Richardson seedlings, Walter Faxon among them. Two or three yean
after this I was able to exhibit a specimen bloom of it at one of the peony
shows of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. The flowers had been
opened in a cool cellar, thereby bringing out and preserving that exquisite
shade of pink.

Right then and there the popularity of this variety started and it
will cease only when some fortunate individual produces a variety with
a color equal to that of the Faxon but possessed of certain characteristics
not found in that variety, for with all its popularity it is not perfect.

Under favorable conditions it is a good grower and free bloomer
but the plant must be well established and the side buds removed to
produce such glorious blooms as often appear on the exhibition tables
and these must be opened in a cool cellar in order to preserve in all its
purity the delightful color for which it has become famous.

HAS REMARKABLE QUALITIES
When we consider Walter Faxon and Milton Hill, to say nothing of

several other fine varieties originated by Mr. Richardson, we can but
wonder from whence came all the qualities which these varieties possess;
for the list of kinds available for parentage at the time they were pro
duced was very meager indeed and mostly of indifferent quality, so it
would seem that some well thought out scheme of hybridization must
have been resorted to by Mr. Richardson, for it is hardly possible that the
comparatively small number of plants which could have been accom
modated in his small garden would show such a high percentage of
quality if they were only chance seedlings.

In discussing the history of the variety, Walter Faxon, a circum
stance of nearly equal importance to its origin, is the fact that this un
named seedling fell into the hands of one capable of appreciating its good
qualities and it would seem that the peony world owes a debt of gratitude
to Prof. Jackson for preserving to them this gem among peonies.

I mentioned above that he (Prof. Jackson), named the peony for
one of his associates, assuming Faxon to be one of the group of scientists
at Harvard for whom he named a number of the seedlings, viz., H. A.
Hagen, Ferdinand Stoliczka, R. P. Whitfield, G. B. Sowerby, Geo. W.
Tryon, Alpheus Hyatt and Henry Woodward.

Perhaps I can make the use of these names a little less confusing
if I give a few historical facts in connection therewith.

It will be noticed above that I have something to say about Mr.
Richardson's methods of hybridization, and I think it quite significant
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that he was contemporary with the late C. M. Hovey and Col. Marshall
P. Wilder, for many years president of the American Pomological Society.
They were men in their prime before the war of the rebellion.

RAN LARGE NURSERY
Mr. Hovey ran a large nursery and greenhouse business in Cambridge,

Mass., and edited and published a horticultural magazine called "Hovey 's
Magazine." Mr. Wilder was a Boston merchant and had a fine place for
those days out in Dorchester and Mr. Richardson also resided in Dor
chester.

Camellia Japonica was a very prominent plant in those days and
both Mr. Hovey and Col. Wilder were much interested in producing new
varieties, and between them they originated some of the finest varieties
ever raised, far superior to any ever produced in Europe. Their work
was not haphazard but done with method and had a definite point or
objective in view. Whether they evolved this method themselves or
made use of the ideas of others matters not, so far as the matter in hand
is concerned. Whatever their method was, it certainly produced results.

As I have said, Mr. Richardson was contemporary with them and
being horticulturally inclined, it is fair to suppose he was conversant
with their work with the Camellia and applied the same methods to the
improvement of the peony, with the results that paralleled the efforts of
Hovey and Wilder with their favorite flower.

naming Richardson's seedlings
Now as to names: C. M. Hovey was associated with his brother,

P. Brown Hovey, as Hovey & Co., Seedsmen, Boston, Mass. John C.
Hovey was a son of P. Brown Hovey and succeeded to the business upon
the death of his father. John was much interested in Mr. Richardson's
seedling peonies and through him the earlier ones were named and put
upon the market, viz., Grandiftora, Perfection, Dorchester, Norfolk and
Rubra Superba. Milton Hill was a later one and also named by John
Hovey, I think, after the death of Mr. Richardson. However, John
had Milton Hill in his own garden along with the other Richardson
varieties and a lot of unnamed seedlings.

After Mr. Richardson died and Prof. Jackson had moved the peonies
to his own garden, he set about naming them, quite unaware that John
Hovey had already named some of the varieties and in this way the
double naming came about.

When John Hovey died, his peonies were disposed of to R. & J.
Farquhar & Co. and they removed them to the Farquhar Nurseries where,
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unfortunately, they were allowed to become irretrievably mixed. Later
as the plants came into bloom the Farquhars renamed a number and
among them the Walter Faxon twice appeared rechristened with the
names Mrs. James Farquhar and Agnes Keogh.

In regard to the Walter Faxon plate. It makes a pretty handsome
picture but it seems to me that the color printer was a little exurberant
with his color. But in making this criticism it should be remembered
that nature often paints flowers with colors that are the despair of the
artist and color printer, for the best they can do with their pigments,
is but a mere suggestion of the true color.

*« SH-

Comments on Walter Faxon
CORDOVA, ALABAMA; POPE M. LONG

Walter Faxon is one of my favorite peonies. I have two clumps
of it, one secured some fifteen years ago from the late B. F. Farr and
the other from Geo. H. Peterson. These clumps have never shown any
signs of disease although some other varieties in same beds have been
destroyed by that greatest curse of southern peony growers, the nematodes.

While it is a clean, healthy grower, it has not the vigor of Festiva
Maxima or Marguerite Gerard, growing about two-thirds as tall as these
two. It is not as prolific as Tbcrese or Grandiflora and its blooms are
not as large, but it is as reliable as either and it always opens its buds per
fectly. I have never seen one of its buds waterlog or refuse to open
as do those of LaFrance and Solange.

My clumps produce about eight to ten center stem blossoms on
each clump per season, and what blossoms! I have never seen any variety
that produced such clear, vivid pink blooms. I have no better cut
flower variety.

I will copy a few comments taken from my garden book during
the past few years while Walter Faxon was in bloom.

1923 Ranks as one of the best twelve.
1924 Undoubtedly the best peony ever originated in America.
192 J As usual, ranks among the best. One bloom cut in bud

and opened in parlor and placed on exhibition was selected by most
visitors as best bloom shown.

1926 A good, reliable bloomer and desirable in all respects.
1927 Still among the best.

1928 Has lived up to its reputation.
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COLORADO; D. M. ANDREWS
My record shows that I obtained stock of this variety from Peter

son, Chicago, in 1920, and from Bonnewitz the same year. My nota
tion in 1923 was as follows:

"Not trim enough for a show variety; bleaches, color uneven.
Like other Richardson varieties, a poor doer in Colorado."

Since 1923 I have had at times very good blooms and have come
to understand that most, or all of the Richardson varieties flower best
in Colorado in a pretty heavy soil. My own soil is rather light, but
proves ideal for many standard varieties.

My estimate would be that it lacks some of the qualities necessary to
a standard variety, both in the show and cut flower classes, consequent
ly rating rather low on the whole; say not more than 8.0 to possibly
8.5.
LOS GATOS, CALIFORNIA; MRS. FRANCIS H. McCULLAGH

I have had the peony, Walter Faxon growing here since 1921.
The plant grows fairly well, is a rather shy bloomer, and the flowers
must be cut and taken in to keep their fine color.

Generally speaking, I should say it is only desirable here because

there is nothing else of its color so beautiful.

ROME, GEORGIA; SAM L. GRAHAM
In giving my opinion, I may be a little too enthusiastic, as it is

my favorite of all peonies. Until the past season it had always proved
a shy bloomer compared with such varieties as Therese and Jubilee, but
last spring it had a mass of the most beautiful bloom. The plant was
six years old.

The color is well shown on color insert; a splendid likeness.
With me the plant is strong and healthy and the stems perfect. The
color with me is the deciding point for its preference. Nothing I
have approaches it.

My favorite six peonies are Walter Faxon, Solange, Tourangelle,
Kelway's Glorious, Mme. Jules Dessert, Baroness Schroeder and Philippe
Kivoire. Of these I prize Walter Faxon the most.

I received the peony manual and think it is splendid. The color
illustrations are the best I have ever seen.

McLEAN, ILLINOIS; MRS. DEANE FUNK
In regard to the peony Walter Faxon will say that it is not an

entirely satisfactory variety with me. The plants look all right but
the blooms are never more than medium in size and lose their color
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so quickly on the plants that I can recommend it only as a cut flower,
strictly. When cut early so that the color may be retained, a plant
will produce a beautiful vase of flowers. In the garden it is disappoint
ing.
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS; G. J. BOEHLAND

Answering your inquiry will say that Walter Faxon has not done
very well for me in ordinary garden soil, however, I have two well-estab
lished plants now that were planted in my permanent garden, and here
we have strictly virgin soil, and it seems that most all of the varieties do
well here. In our regular fields they seem slow to become established.
At this time I cannot say if they have been diseased or not.

OSKALOOSA, IOWA; B. B. WRIGHT
Walter Faxon does well here with me, but rain and sun quickly

spoil the color in the open, the blooms fading badly with sun alone in
a day or two exposure. It also lacks perfection of form and pleasing
fragrance; yet because it is the brightest and most distinctive of the
salmon pink shaded varieties, no good peony planting should be with
out it. I think it is rated too high because of the defects mentioned.

Souvenir de Louis Bigot with me is preferable to Walter Faxon,
although not quite so bright. It is a more perfect formed flower and
holds its color better in the field, but this variety, like Walter Faxon,
lacks proper fragrance.

Personally, if I was confined to just one peony of salmon pink tint,
my choice would be Raoul Dessert, although it is not as highly colored
as either of the other two above mentioned and also fades out badly
when exposed to sun, but it is a fine, outstanding, large, perfectly
formed flower and is highly fragrant, so much so that a vase of this
variety in the house perfumes the room with a pleasing rose-like aroma.
This variety also has powerful, strong stems which hold up the large
blooms when dry, but the blooms are so large and double that they
collect such an enormous amount of water when it rains that the un
usual heavy, strong stems will bend under the abnormal weight.

It will be a long, long time indeed, and countless millions of new
seedlings will have to be grown, before peonies of every color, covering
all seasons of bloom, will be produced which will be as good in every
way as is Raoul Dessert. It is rated too low, or else a number of other
varieties are rated too high.
TOPEKA, KANSAS; BEN H. KERNS

Your letter February 14 in reference to Walter Faxon received and we
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are only too glad to give you our opinion about this wonderful variety.
We can only say that if any idea of giving it lower rating or re

jecting it may be under consideration, and we were asked, "could we
dispense with this variety," we would only answer the question, by
asking one, viz.: "Could I dispense with my right arm."

I can only say I grow 274 varieties of the worlds best peonies, in
cluding practically all that is fine and new from Alice Harding on down
and, since my memory is perfect and imagination vivid, so much so

that peonies "bloom" for us 12 months a year, we really believe that we
know peonies.

If we were told that we must discard all our pink peonies but three,
we would not falter a second but would tell you we want to keep (1)
So«r. de Louis Bigot (2) Walter Faxon (3) Phyllis Kelway.

And if we could keep ten, we would add the following seven (4)
Therese (5) Sarah Bernhardt (6) Reine Hortense (7) Phoebe Carey (8)
Martha Bulloch (9) Ama-No-Sode (10) Tomat-bako.

We are not intimating that Walter Faxon stands among the highest
in perfection of habits, in abundance of bloom, length of stem and the
marks by which the general desirability of a peony is gauged by the
Society, since so far as we are personally concerned, we do not gauge
the worth of a variety solely on the basis of what it brings in dollars
and cents to the grower. But ratheF we gauge a peony's value by the
part it plays in the show room in arousing enthusiasm in the hearts and
minds of those who were not previously enthusiasts; in making fans
of those who were not fans; and arousing a greater interest in the whole
"peony family." Walter Faxon always, when rightly grown, excites
a vast amount of admiration where ever it is seen; I recall having seen

it in its indescribable loveliness at the Des Moines National Show, of
having seen it in local shows, and different gardens; we love it in the
show room, we love it in the garden, we can sell it without apology,
because if it may have any weakness or weaknesses, its marvelous
beauty with its deep coral pink, its one color richness all the way
thru, gives it a distinctive dissimilarity which ten times outweighs any
of its weaknesses.

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY; DR. HENRY LEE GRANT
In regard to peony Walter Faxon: I bought what seemed to be a

healthy division in 1923 along with he Cygne and Therese. They were
planted in the same row and Le Cygne and Therese bloomed satisfactorily
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and beautifully in 1925 and 1926, but did not get a bloom from
Walter Faxon.

In the fall of 1926 they were moved, divided and replanted in a

new location. The divisions of Therese and he Cygne bloomed some in
1927, bloomed well in 1928, and from four Walter Faxon's in 1928 I
had one very small bloom of very beautiful coloring.

I bought Solange the same year, and under same conditions it has
yet to produce one bloom.

ANDOVER, MASSACHUSETTS; H. F. CHASE
With me Walter Faxon is a fine grower and bloomer. The roots

are not quite as good as one could wish but hope I do not have to dis
card it.
SAGINAW, MICHIGAN; WILL McCLELLAND

Walter Faxon peony was fairly satisfactory with me. Planted
alongside of Souvenir de Louis Bigot, Walter Faxon blooms about two
days later than the French variety.

With me, Walter Faxon has never given any large blooms and
the plant is not very vigorous, but it is such a beautiful flower both
in form and color, no collection should be without it.

Have seen Walter Faxon growing on good soil that produced im
mense blooms of many other varieties and yet it was small in size.
Souvenir de Louis Bigot, almost the same color, will grow here to
almost twice the size of Walter Faxon, but the stems of Souvenir de
Louis Bigot are rather crooked and not very long while the stems of
Walter Faxon ire straight and longer.

I have never seen elsewhere such beautiful blooms of Walter Faxon
as the Thurlow's exhibited at the Minneapolis-St. Paul National Peony
Show in 1923. Perhaps the salt water atmosphere has something to do
with this variety around Boston.

CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND; HOWARD R. WATKINS
The peony Walter Faxon propogates very rapidly, has distinctive

foliage, makes a beautiful clump within three years; produces clean,
comparatively thick roots and becomes quickly established after dividing.
It blooms profusely, each stem producing flowers. The flower has ex

cellent form, is well supported on fairly strong stems and is endowed
with the most pleasing pink color found among peonies today. The
fragrance is delicate and delightful. The substance is not the best and
the color fades in strong sunlight.
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My own experience covering a period of over seven years con
vinces me that the variety ranks among the best in this section.
CLINTON, NEW YORK; PROF. A. P. SAUNDERS

The plant is a fairly vigorous grower and a very regular and
sufficiently abundant bloomer with me. The blooms, however, fade
very quickly in the sunlight, and I consider the variety of little value
as a garden plant. It might, of course, keep its color much better if
grown in the shade. I have not tried that. The flowers not only
fade in the sun, but they also get soft, hence they should always be

cut in the bud stage and developed indoors. As an exhibition bloom
it is unrivalled in its color when well shown.

GREENVILLE, OHIO; E. M. BUECHLY
The peony, Walter Faxon has always shown itself to be a vigorous

and healthy grower and a free bloomer. The blooms are fair sized
but not as large as some other varieties but the color is the cleanest pink
of any I know of in peonies. It deserves a place in any collection that
makes any pretensions of being a typical or good one.

FRANKLIN, PENNSYLVANIA; HARRY W. CLAYBAUGH
I purchased the peony, Walter Faxon some ten or twelve years ago

but do not believe my stock of this peony was very good, for I have
never had very satisfactory results, while the peony Souvenir de Louis
Bigot has always been excellent, many fine blooms each year, while Walter
Faxon does generally produce a few fine blooms of excellent quality.
The blooms are never very large but of course the color is distinctive.

PORTLAND, OREGON; E. J. BERNECHE
With me this variety has not yet made good. The roots I have

were three years old last fall and should have given me some blooms
last season but did not. I called up Mr. A. W. Molin and Miss D. M.
Stites and I am sorry to say they report disappointment on it also.

Wish I could give you better news on Walter Faxon. I did not trust to
my own garden hence I called Miss Stites and Mr. Molin.

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA; G. B. TUTHILL
Do not feel that we can give a very definite viewpoint regarding

this variety as we have hardly given our plants a chance to develop on
account of divisions for customers. This peony has been in good demand
with us as shown by our orders. I have one planted in my own private
gardens and perhaps I am not giving it all the chance possible, but
my experience has been that it is most satisfactory. It has a splendid
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color and is an excellent flower and for my own purpose I shall con
tinue to grow it as the plant so far has been very satisfactory with me.

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA; NATHANIEL BACON
At my old home in West Virginia, Walter Faxon was always

satisfactory.

Here, last year, on plants only one year old were equally satis
factory, nearly every plant gave us a nice bloom, and the plants had
been cut from old plants and planted here in November, 1927.

Most of the plants were small, as we divided pretty closely to have
as many as possible, and with the treatment we are giving them we
are fully expecting them to give us some georgous flowers the coming
spring.

We want to exhibit some of the very best at the Peony Show-
to be held in Washington, D. C. in June. Surely do trust these two-
year-olds do well for us and if we can handle them as we would
like, to win at least one prize.

RAPIDAN, VIRGINIA; GEO. W. PEYTON
Walter Faxon, to my mind, is one of the very best to grow. It

makes good plants that have good stems. It increases rather rapidly
also. Its color is one that has no rival in its class as it is the only one
I know of that color. It is certainly very beautiful and while the
flower is not large, yet it is large enough for all practical purposes.

I should say six inches was a good diameter for it under ordinary
circumstances. With me it is a prolific bloomer as practically every
stem usually makes a bloom. I find that my memory and notes do
not enlighten me as to its fragrance, so I should judge that this feature
is not outstanding.

It may be rather more subject to nematodes than some but the
plant is vigorous enough to outgrow them, and while this may keep
it from blooming the first two years, yet after that there is no trouble
with its blooming.

It blooms for me usually with Sarah Bernhardt, or in other words a
little past mid season. In form it is full double with a decided cup in
the center. The illustration in color is fine and certainly a typical
flower. Its foliage is good, but not as large as some others. I believe
it should be included in the best ten doubles.



American 'Peony Society "Bulletin 27

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON; IVAN W. GOODNER
I hold Walter Faxon in very high regard. With me its color is

always true, its growth good, foliage fine, roots healthy and increase
rapid.

The flower is only medium in size but the true pink glow in the
flower is only equalled by Souvenir de Louis Bigot. With the latter
the color is a little more intense, especially just as the bud opens and
the flower is slightly larger. We cannot dispense with Walter Faxon and
it well deserves two points above its rating of 9.3. It does not "fag" in
our hottest days, though it may do so in the Middle West under intense
heat. As it grows here its lack of size is its only weakness.
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN; LOUIS R. POTTER

Walter Faxon has been with me during the past nine years a plant
of variable nature under certain conditions, that is

, in very heavy clay

it has been a poor grower from any division, whether large or small, rare

ly setting bloom, and when it did set bloom, it was quite inferior. On
sandy soil the result was very much similar, except that occasionally

I would get a real bloom, but' these were so few and far between that

if it weren't for other conditions which I will mention later, it would
hardly be worth growing, especially in this section.

I find that Walter Faxon must be planted in a clay soil which has

been made friable by means of leaf-mold, peat moss or the like, and which

is quite porous. Under those conditions, small divisions seldom do any
thing worthwhile until at least six or eight years, but good-sized divi
sions, (and by that I mean roots and not eyes) in four years make
splendid plants and give splendid blooms.

I find, however, that in this soil the stems get a bit thicker, but
are more willowy than when grown under other conditions. Also, the
color under the last condition, (porous soil) is better than under any
other. For the last two years I have used weak solutions of muriate of
potash under the last condition and have strengthened the stems some

what.
GUELPH, ONT., CANADA; J. E. CARTER

We have at times had some fine Walter Faxon bloom but it is gen
erally a very poor bloomer. I also find the plant weak in growth and
very slow to develop.
LONDON, ONT.; W. E. SAUNDERS

This peony made a tremendous hit at the London show of the
A. P. S. in 1922, at which Thurlow and others had such fine flowers.
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A good many orders were taken for the roots and the results from their
growth have been, as with most other varieties, variable. The plant
blooms pretty fairly here if every condition is suitable, but it seems
rather particular, and just what it needs this writer is unable to say.
My own plants do fairly well. The flowers are not large but the color
is unique in my garden, and everyone admires it. Souvenir de Louis Bigot
is said to be of the same color but in my garden Walter Faxon is much
preferable.
MEADOWVALE, ONT., CANADA; MISS M. E. BLACKLOCK

Walter Faxon has not proved a strong grower with me. It varies
greatly, some years doing very much better than others. The past season
it was lovely, probably because we had an abundance of rain and not too
much heat. It does not give large blooms but the color is superb and
its fragrance delightful, therefore one forgives its vagaries.
SASKATOON, SASK.; J. NEILSON

I have but one plant of this variety and have seen it in bloom for
the past two seasons only. It appears to have no bad faults, being a

good grower and bloomer and the blooms are of good form and fair size,
but its chief claim to my attention has been its color, which is certainly
a wonderfully attractive shade of pink. It easily takes a place among
my best dozen. .4.^ gt*.

Notes on Nina Secor and Sops of Wine
The following information supplied by Prof. A. P. Saunders cov

ering two originations by the late Eugene Secor of Forest City, Iowa, con
tained in a letter under date of Nov. 2, 1928, will be of interest:

"Nina Secor is a double, pure white and sweet. The seed that
produced it was from a single pure white by Terry, called by him
The Queen, but not fragrant. First bloom of Nina Secor, 1913.

"Sops of Wine (Secor 1912) is a lovely wine color, sweet, rather
late. It is a Madam Lebon seedling, planted 1908, up 1910, bloomed
1912 and every year since when not cut up too small."

Grover Cleveland Peony
By Archibald W. Mackenzie, Indianapolis, Ind.

In regard to your footnote in the Bulletin about Grover Cleveland.
Our stock of Grover Cleveland has been in the possession of but one
man between us and Mr. Terry, and it is rather an in-and-out variety.
This last year I had a row in front of some shrubbery that had the largest
blooms I ever saw on any peony. I don't know of any red that even
resembles it with its flat top, dull red color and no sheen to the petals.
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WITH
this issue we have started to feature some outstanding

peony. We have selected Walter Faxon for the first subject
and the comments we have received from various sections of

the country will be interesting I am sure. The eccentricities of the
variety in various sections of the country have never been so thoroughly
presented, and in addition Mr. Fewkes and Prof. Jackson have presented
some very interesting history.

While Walter Faxon does not cover itself with glory in some

sections, yet all the comments point to the fact that there is nothing
just like it in color, Souvenir de Louis Bigot being its nearest competitor.
In some parts of the country it will be noted that it does exceptionally
well. It is my opinion that there is considerable poor stock of the variety
which doubtless accounts for the unfavorable reports from some sections.
Experience has taught me that it will not stand close division in this
section of the country, (Minnesota) but at our peony shows it is out

standing and always creates most favorable comment.
* * * * *

Philippe Rivoire will be displayed in color in the June number of
the Bulletin, together with various opinions of growers.

* * # « 4

We want to make the mid-summer number of the Bulletin a show
number and would like to have articles or reports from our members
growing some of the more recent originations, accompanied by photo
graphs. We already have on hand some fine pictures of plantings that
will be presented. Send along your photographs of your peony garden,
both in single and group plantings and while we may not be able to
present them all we will see that the Bulletin is improved by more illus
trations.

June is the month to obtain these photographs and you will find
them a source of considerable pride and pleasure throughout the year.

A movement is on foot for national plant registration and to this
end a meeting of interested representatives met at the Hotel Commodore,
New York City, March 12th, 1929. Further announcement will be

made as to result at a later date.
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Some members have written us asking if it was too late to subscribe
to the Farr Memorial Medal Fund. I want to take this opportunity to
advise that contributions will be welcome at any time during the year.
Response has not been as liberal as we had hoped for. The dies for
the medal have been purchased out of the funds of the Society and
the medals will be ready for distribution this year. Any amount will
be appreciated and it is the intention to publish a list of donors to this
fund at a later date. !( s ... ^ ^

We are pleased to present the new regional plan as worked out by
the committee having charge of the matter. After this plan is in
operation it is proposed to have the annual show of the American
Peony Society held in these various sections from year to year, there
by affording every section an equal opportunity to participate.

* * * * »

Statements have been sent out to all members covering dues for
the current year and the response has been most gratifying. It has been
impossible for me to write each member personally thanking them for
their prompt remittance and I am taking occasion to do so through
this medium. Several hundred have sent in orders for the new peony
manual and we are getting some very flattering reports. Those who have
not ordered the manual are certainly missing a rare treat. Some mem
bers have been so impressed with the value of the work that they have
immediately duplicated their order, desiring to use the book as a gift to
seme peony loving friend.

We have just received another order of membership cuts as shown
on the back page of the Bulletin. Any member sending out advertising
matter relating to peonies will find this cut attractive and a splendid
medium of identifying yourself as a member of the A. P. S.

An approved method for point scoring covering sweepstake prize
will be found in the schedule of the Regional Show program.

Tentative dates for the annual exhibition of the American Peony
Society at Washington, D. C. have been set for June 7th and 8th
1929. Matters of interest relating to the show as well as the schedule
appear in this issue. At this early date entries are already being re
ceived and every advance indication points to one of the most successful
exhibitions ever staged by the Society. The tentative dates should
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permit a number of the more northern growers to compete with single,
Japanese and some of the earlier Chinese varieties. We urge the fullest
cooperation, and with the exhibition held in the Nation's Capital, plan
your vacation trip so that your itinerary will include Washington, D. C.

We have enlarged the size of the Bulletin with this issue but have
been obliged to hold over several splendid articles for the June number.

Plan your peony plantings for the future. Visit local and national
shows wherever possible and get a check on varieties you admire and
add them to your garden this coming fall.

Provide your peonies with liberal cultivation from the time they
make their appearance in the spring and continue throughout the
growing season. If tops have not as yet been removed, see that they
are cut off as soon as possible and burned.

Nearly fifty per cent of our members have secured a copy of the
Peony Manual. Are you one of the number?

» » »

Plan peony pilgrimages and broaden your knowledge of the flower
as well as acquaint yourself with the new varieties of merit.

After twenty-eight years residence in Minnesota, the writer will
migrate to Illinois and become associated with Northbrook Gardens,
Glencoe, 111., which has been recently incorporated.

Address all future communication to the Secretary at Northbrook,
111. This will be my permanent address.

Annual Meeting Report
Report of Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the American

Peony Society Held in the Pennsylvania Hotel,
New York City, January 21, 1928

THE
annual meeting of the American Peony Society, the twenty-

sixth since the inception of the Society, was held in the Pennsyl
vania Hotel, New York City, Monday, Jan. 21, 1928.

Meeting was called to order by President Little. An exceedingly
small representation of membership was present although a considerable
number mailed in their votes. It is hoped that another year will bring
a much larger attendance.

The minutes of both the annual meeting and the Directors' meet
ing appeared in full in Bulletin No. 33, so the reading of these particular
reports were dispensed with at the suggestion of the President.
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Next order of business called for the Secretary's report which fol
lows:

Comparative Statement
We are giving below a comparative statement to enable our members

to see at a glance conditions of the Society as of Jan. 1, 1929.

Members in good standing .
New members ._. 120 144 24
Honorary members _
Life members

Total membership.
Advertising received .
Dropped for non-payment of dues..
Deaths reported
Resignations - -

1928 1927 Gain
683 616 <7
120 144
7 6 1
23 22 I

833 7R8
$1,140.00 $ 833.50 $306.50

54 57
7 9
19 27

RECEIPTS
American Peony Society, Year 1928

Renewal of membership dues - -
347 00New members, dues .. . ,
30.00Commercial dues . _ _ _., , , . 19.50Membership cuts - - - -

Back Bulletins - -
Exchange '
Advertising in Bulletins -

1 228 00Advertising in Peony Manual -, ., f u:_ _ 50.00Life membership --
55 00Earr memorial contributions - - - -

New Peony Manual

Total _ J5.883.1 5

REMITTANCES TO TREASURER
To lames Boyd - - - _ $ 322.65
To V. W. Cook 5,560.5 0

Total - $M»3.I5
SUMMARY OF EXPENSES

Office expense of Secretary * 152.13
Cost of Bulletins 32, 33, 34, 35 1,052.12
Directors' traveling expense - .- 539.95
Secretary's salary and commission - 885.20
New Peony Manual account 5,815.60
Refund cash deposit, Lee R. Bonncwitz - 100.00
Premiums paid, Boston show 279.00
General expense account - - 79/. 48
Balance salary, Secretary, 1927 ...

Total vouchers drawn on Treasurers _ $9,623.03

The above report was presented in complete detail and motion
made by Mr. Brand that the report of the Secretary be accepted and
made a part of the record. Motion duly seconded and carried.
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PAST YEAR VERY SATISFACTORY

The past year has been a very satisfactory one for the Society.
The outstanding accomplishment was the completion of the Peony
Manual, thanks to the untiring work of James Boyd, the editor, and the
Manual Committee, which assisted in the work. We hope every mem
ber will procure a copy of this splendid book.

We have made a substantial increase in our membership. Less

members were dropped for non-payment of dues than for several years,
and some of these have sent in dues and have been reinstated. There
has also been a favorable decrease in the number of resignations, only
nineteen having been received, which we consider quite a remarkable
record with the large membership we have.

The report of the Treasurer, W. W. Cook was then presented as

follows:
Treasurer's Report

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
Receipts

Cash from Mr. Boyd, former Treasurer $1,153.02
Received from the Secretary during year 5,560.50
Received from sale of bonds 1,500.00
Received from interest on bonds - _ 68.14

Total receipts - $8,281.66
Disbursements

Vouchers paid - _ - 8,030.62

Cash on hand, January 17, 1929... _ $ 251.04

DETAIL
Receipts

Secretary remitted to Mr. Boyd $ 322.65
Secretary remitted to Mr. Cook 5,560.50

Total remitted by Secretary as shown by
his report _ $5,883.1 5

Total receipts reported by Treasurer 1,568.14
From Mr. Boyd 1,153.02

$8,604.31
Less amount sent to Mr. Boyd 322.65

Leaving total receipts as above $8,281.66
Disbursements

Total vouchers paid by Mr. Boyd before turn
ing funds over to W. W. Cook, Treasurer

Voucher No. 5 .. 1.55
Voucher No. 9 1,340.84
Voucher No. 10 125.00

$1,592.41
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Total vouchers paid by W. W. Cook, Treasurer 8,030.62

Total vouchers drawn as per Secretary's
report $9,625.05

STATEMENT
Assets

2,678 manuals at cost $8,569.60
Cash on hand _ 2S1.04

$8,820.64
Liabilities =

Accounts payable $5,250.00
Reserved for binding manuals . 400.00
Reserved for life memberships _. 625.00
Surplus 4,545.64

$8,820.64
The Board of Directors, ==^=
American Peony Society
Dear Sirs:

I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts of V. W. Cook, Clinton, la.,
Treasurer of the American Peony Society, and found all funds received were accounted
for as per statement attached. All disbursements were made under orders signed by
the President and Secretary of the American Peony Society, and supported by proper
vouchers.

The item of cash on hand, $251.04, as at January 17, 1929, was found to be on
deposit at the Peoples Trust and Savings Bank, Clinton, la., in the name of W. W.
C.Tok, Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,
Albert H. Hammarstrom,

Clinton, la., March 14, 1929 Certified Public Accountant

In place of appointing auditors to check accounts of the Treasurer,
Mr. Wassenberg made a motion that Mr. Cook be authorized to secure
the services of a Certified Accountant to have all accounts verified and
report to be sent to Secretary for publication in the Bulletin. Motion
seconded and carried.

Report of special committees next order of business.
The committee consisting of W. G. DuMont, Des Moines, la., chair

man; W. W. Cook, Clinton, Iowa, and Chas. F. Wassenberg, Van Wert,
O., assigned to draw up a regional show program presented a complete
report which was read by the Secretary.

After some discussion A. M. Brand made a motion that the report
be referred back to the committee for further consideration and revision
after which it is to be submitted to the Secretary to be printed by the
Society as suggested by the President. This motion seconded by Mr.
Boyd and carried.

Mr. Boyd moved that a vote of thanks be tendered Mr. and Mrs
DuMont for the work they have already done on this exhibition com
mittee. Motion seconded by Mr. Thurlow and carried.
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The question of entering a bloom with side buds was discussed and
all the members present agreed that it should be disqualified.

There was also considerable discussion as to classification of varieties,
Mr. Little bringing up the point that Silvia Saunders was removed from
his collection exhibited at Boston on the ground that it was a single.
This variety is a semi-double and rightfully could have remained and
have been within the class limitations.

Election of Directors for a period of three years was next in order.
The retiring directors Harry F. Little, W. H. Thurlow, and W. G.
DuMont received no opposition and upon motion by Chesla C. Sher
lock, duly seconded by Mr. Wassenberg, the Secretary was instructed to
cast the ballot for their re-election for a three-year period. Motion
unanimously carried.

At this point the matter of candidates for Directors was discussed
and it was decided that if no additional names were presented other
than those recommended by the Directors, it was useless to have a ballot
distributed. Article 3, Sec. 3 of the revised by-laws reads as follows:

"The Directors to be elected at each meeting shall be Active Members
nominated by the board and their names shall be published in the
Society's Bulletin, or on printed notices from the Secretary to each

member in good standing, at least sixty days before the annual meeting.
Additional nomination may be made by any ten Active Members in
writing to the Secretary at any time before November 1 and the Secre

tary will publish them in the Society's Bulletin at least thirty days be
fore the annual meeting, or by notice as above referred to."

Mr. Boyd moved that the customary procedure of paying mileage
of the Directors attending the annual meeting be continued. Motion
seconded by Mr. Thurlow and carried.

This practice has resulted in practically 100 per cent attendance and
the sentiment prevailed that the sacrifice of time from business was all
that should be expected, in addition to hotel and other expenses they
had to assume.

Mr. Cook made a motion that the acts of the officers and directors
of the Society in their official capacity for the past year be ratified,
approved and confirmed. Motion seconded and carried.

As no further business came before the meeting, adjournment was
taken.

Respectfully submitted,
W. F. Christman, Secretary
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Report of Directors' Meeting
Directly following the annual meeting, the regular meeting of the

Directors was held.
Directors present were A. M. Brand, James Boyd, W. W. Cook,

H. F. Little, W. H. Thurlow, A. P. Saunders, Chas. F. Wassenberg and
W. F. Christman. Due to pressure of business, Mr. DuMont was absent.

Election of officers for the year 1929 was the first order of business.
Mr. Boyd moved that the Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot

for the present officers to act for another year. Motion seconded by
Mr. Brand, and carried. The officers are as follows:

President, Harry F. Little, Baldwinsville, N. Y.
Vice-President, Prof. A. P. Saunders, Clinton, N. Y.
Secretary and Editor, W. F. Christman, Minneapolis, Minn.
Treasurer, W. W. Cook, Clinton, la.

The matter of the new Peony Manual was next discussed. Many
suggestions were received and considered. A discount will be allowed
growers who wish to handle the manual.

Mr. Cook reported that he had on hand five silver medals and one
gold medal of the Society.

The Secretary brought up the matter of printing the membership
list. A complete membership list was printed last year and as new mem
bers are added to membership roll they are listed in the Bulletins. The
expense of printing the list is practically the same as that of printing the
Bulletin.

Mr. Boyd moved that the printing of the membership list be discon
tinued for 1929 and that new members' names appear in current issues
of the Bulletin. Motion duly seconded and carried.

The question of granting medals was next brought up.
Mr. Cook moved that the matter of granting medals for the coming

year be left in the hands of the President. Motion seconded and carried.
The Secretary next presented the matter of colored inserts for the

Bulletins. It is the plan to present in each number of the Bulletin a

peony in color with interesting and instructive text accompanying the
same.

Mr. Thurlow made a motion that 1,500 each of the eight color
subjects be secured for the Bulletin. Motion seconded and carried.

Mr. Brand moved that the Society reimburse Mr. Thurlow and Mr.
Harry Norton for the money they advanced at the Boston show in the
matter of lecture and other entertainment provided. Motion carried.
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Mr. Boyd presented a motion that the President be requested to
confer with the American Horticultural Society at Washington, D. C,
and the Toronto Horticultural Society and arrange for the annual exhibi
tion this year at one place or the other, giving first choice to Washington.
Motion seconded by Mr. Cook and carried.

The fact that the production of a real double yellow peony is not
beyond the possibility of the hybridizer and to further encourage work
along this line, Mr. Brand made a motion that the American Peony Society
offer a cash prize of $1,000 for a real yellow, double Chinese peony, Mr.
Boyd and Prof. Saunders to draw up the conditions. Motion seconded
by Mr. Thurlow, and carried. (See conditions, Class 38 of Washington,
D. C, show schedule in this issue.)

At this point Mr. Boyd was asked to leave the meeting for a short
time. The question of the work on the Manual was then taken up and
Mr. Thurlow made a motion that Mr. Boyd be given the first Farr Gold
Medal for the work he has done in editing the Manual. Mr. Brand sec

onded the motion, which was unanimously carried.

Mr. Boyd was given the option of the gold medal of the American
Peony Society or the Farr Medal. He chose the Farr Medal and Prof.
Saunders was appointed to secure the medal and arrange for proper
inscription thereon.

It was moved and seconded that the President be authorized to
appoint the judges and alternates for the annual show after the place was
determined. Motion carried.

Nomination for Directors for the three years 1930, 1931 and 1932

inclusive, next considered. Mr. Thurlow moved that A. M. Brand,

James Boyd and W. W. Cook be renominated. Motion seconded and
carried. Any other nominations must be in the hands of the Secretary
before November 1, 1929.

The matter of appropriation for cash prizes at the annual show
next presented, and Mr. Boyd moved that the Society appropriate a maxi
mum of $500 for this purpose. Motion carried.

Prof. Saunders moved that an exhibition committee of two members
be appointed to handle matters of regional or national shows and arrange
for prize schedules, etc. Motion carried, and W. G. DuMont and Chas.
F. Wassenberg appointed on this committee by President Little.
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As no further business was brought before the Directors, a motion
for adjournment was favorably acted upon.

Respectfully submitted,

W. F. Christman, Secretary

Exhibition Policy and Management of the
American Peony Society

COMMITTEE
W. G. DuMont, Des Moines, la. W. W. Cook, Clinton, la.

Chas. Wasscnberg, Van Wert, O.

Regional Districts
I. New England Region Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut,

Rhode Island.
2. New York Region New York.
3. Eastern Region Philadelphia, New Jersey, Delaware.
4. Southeastern Region Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia.
5. North Central Region Ohio, Indiana, Illinois.
6. North Border Region Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, North Dakota, South Dakota.
7. Prairie Region Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas.
8. Mountain Region Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Wyoming, Idaho, Montana.
9. Pacific Region Oregon, Washington, California.
10. East Canadian Region Quebec, East Ontario.
II. Central Canadian Region Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, West Ontario.
12. Western Canadian Region British Columbia.

ACCREDITED JUDGES
The following list has the stamp of approval of the American Peony Society, for

judging any show in which it co-operates. These are by no means all the men and
women who would make good judges, but arc a few representative ones in each regional
district, who could be called upon.

If other than these arc wanted for judges, the show committee can make applica
tion to the Exhibition Chairman.

F. H. Allison, 11 Ridgcway Road, Auburn-
dale, Mass.

Edward Autcn, Jr., Princcville, 111.
D. N. Andrews, Boulder, Colo.
Arthur H. Bailey, Paxtang, Pa.
James Boyd, Haverford, Pa.
A. M. Brand, Faribault, Minn.
C. W. Bunn, 549 Portland Ave., St. Paul,
Minn.

Paul L. Battcy, 453 Skokic Road, Glcncco,
III.

E. J. Berneclie, Route 6, Box J04, Port
land, Ore.

Miss M. E. Blacklock, Mcadowvale, Ont.
Lee R. Bonnewitz, Van Wert, O.
H. F. Chase, Andover, Mass.
H. W. Claybaugh, Franklin, Pa.

W. F. Christman, Northbrook, III.
Frank Cross, Rural Route, Savage, Minn.
Sam Carpenter, Oswego, Kan.
W. W. Cook, Clinton. Ia.
T. F. Donahue, Newton Lower Falls, Mass.
W. G. DuMont, 2700 Forty-ninth St.,
Des Moines, la.

Mrs. W. G. DuMont, 2700 Forty-ninth St.,
Des Moines, Ia.

A. H. Fcwkes, 1585 Centre St., Newton
Highlands, Mass.

A. B. Franklin, 5550 First Ave. S., Minne
apolis, Minn.

Mrs. Deane Funk, McLean, 111.
W. L. Gumm, Remington, Ind.
Miss Myrtle Gentry, Box 408, Faribault,
Minn.
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Prof. Ivan W. Goodner, R. F. D. 12, Box
727, Seattle, Wash.

Mrs. Clement S. Houghton, 152 Suffolk
Road, Chestnut Hill, Mass.

S. G. Harris, Tarrytown, N. Y.
T. A. Havemeycr, 25 Broadway, New
York, N. Y.

Clarence W. Hubbard, 1275 West Wauke-
gan Road, Lake Forest, 111.

Prof. R. T. Jackson, Peterborough, N. H.
E. L. Kimball. 604 First National Bank
Bldg., Duluth, Minn.

John M. Kleitsch, 2121 East Fourth St.,
Duluth, Minn.

Harry F. Little, Baldwinsville, N. Y.
Dr. A. A. Mitten. East Rex Ave., Rox-
borough. Philadelphia, Pa.

William McClelland, 419 North Jefferson
St., Saginaw, Mich.

Dr. C. F. Menninger, R. F. D. No. 4,
Topeka, Kan.

W. T. Macoun, Horticultural Experiment
Farm, Ottawa, Ont., Can.

Mrs. Francis H. McCullagh, Los Gatos, Cal.
Col. J. C. Nicholls, 107 Maple Ave.,
Ithaca, N. Y.

Dr. J. H. Nceley, Paulding, O.

J. Neilson, 620 McPhcrson Ave., Saskatoon,
Sask., Can.

Harry Norton, Avers Cliff, Quebec, Can.
Geo. H. Peterson, Fairlawn, N. J.
Geo. W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.
H. G. Reading, 1321 Otter St., Franklin,
Pa.

H. G. Root, Springfield, O.
Reno Rosefield, 5611 Grand Ave., Des
Moines, la.

H. P. Sass, Washington, Neb.
Jacob Sass, R. F. D. Benson St., Omaha,
Neb.

Prof. A. P. Saunders, Clinton, N. Y.
W. E. Saunders, 240 Central Ave., London,
Ont.

George Smith, Wellcsley Hills, Mass.
H. G. Seyler, Farr Nursery Co., Womels-
dorf, Pa.

W. H. Thurlow, West Newbury, Mass.
L. G. Tingle, Pittsvillc, Md.
George B. Tuthill, Box 915, Sioux Falls,
S. D.

Charles Wassenberg, Van Wert, O.
John C. Wister, Germantown, Philadelphia,
Pa.

S. F. Wood, 307 Duffern Ave., London,
Ont.

EXHIBITION POLICY AND MANAGEMENT
The American Peony Society wishes to encourage the giving of peony shows and

peony classes in general flower shows, so is willing to co-operate with local groups,
garden clubs, horticultural societies, and others, in giving more and better shows. The
following is based on past experiences and is offered with a real wish to be of assistance.

Application for co-operation should be made to the Chairman of the Exhibition
Committee.

CONDITIONS OF CO-OPERATION
As the object of all exhibitions is to demonstrate the beauty of the peony and to

raise the standard of peonies in gardens, all authorized exhibits must conform to the
following regulations:

1. The proposed show schedule and the list of proposed judges shall be submitted
for approval.

2. Every one shall be eligible to compete and there shall be no distinction between
the amateur and the commercial grower.

3. All judging shall be in accord with the American Peony Society's scale of points.
4. Any award or other prize offered by the American Peony Society shall be

given only as specified in the accompanying schedule. Seedlings may be shown, but
receive no awards.

5. Any community asking for a regional show must have at least three members
of the American Peony Society to secure assistance in the way of medals.

6. Requests for co-operation shall be received before April 1st.
7. The name, "American Peony Society," shall be used on all announcements and

schedules and due credit given for all assistance rendered.
8. Reports of shows shall be forwarded within one month after the show has

been held, preferably before July 1, to the Exhibition Chairman.
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9. The Board of Directors of the American Peony Society may refuse to award
any authorized medal or award where it is shown that any of the above conditions
have not been complied with. All awards shall be for peony classes only.

AWARDS OFFERED AT EXHIBITIONS
Gold Medals are for the national show only.
Silver Medals are for regional shows, and given only upon request to the Board

of Directors before their annual meeting which is in January each year. These medals
arc not given two years in succession, but the second year it may be asked for again.

B. H. Farr Medal is to be used at national shows, to be won by the best flower
of the show.

Bronze Medals are under the jurisdiction of the Exhibition Chairman, and are
available for local shows, or for a general flower show, which features ten classes for
peonies, including arrangements with peonies predominating.

One American Peony Society Membership may be offered to the non-member win
ning the most points in the peony classes.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Awards noted above are offered by the American Peony Society, but additional

awards may be offered by the local committee as desired, with the exception that none
may be offered for seedlings.

Cash prizes are not prohibited, but it is suggested that ribbons, award cards, plants,
receptacles, garden books, etc., are often more desirable.

In the past a few nationally known growers have received the most of the requests
to donate plants as prizes. The members of the local committee are asked to confine
their efforts in this line to their immediate district.

The value of premiums, whether cash, stock, or books, should be comparable to the
value of the respective classes.

SCHEDULE
The following schedule is for a large show, but classes may be chosen from it for

even the smallest show; the number of blooms might be changed, but the description of
the class should be retained, and the rules followed as far as advisable.

The schedule may be typed, mimeographed or printed, also it may be printed in
the daily paper and those interested can clip from the paper.

(Insert name of local club)

In co-operation with the American Peony Society

SCHEDULE OF PRIZES
for the

_ SHOW
(Peony or Flower)

to be held

(Where and address)

(When)

Tentative date, subject to change owing to abnormal weather.
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EVERY ONE INVITED TO COMPETE
Notice of entries and inquiries should be sent to

(Give name and address, also telephone number)

Public will be admitted
(Give date and time)

Admission
(// charged)

RULES
These arc National Show Rules, but they are good ones to follow:
1. Entries shall be in the hands of the Secretary (give name and address) at least

two days before the opening of the show, that space may be reserved.
2. All exhibits shall be in place by one o'clock the opening day of the show,

which are staged under the direction of the exhibition and classification committee.
3. All peony blooms staged for competition must have been cut from plants owned

by the exhibitor, except in the arrangements.
4. All entries will be staged by number only. Entry tags with class number and

entry number visible, and the exhibitor's name concealed, will be furnished the exhibitor
on arriving at the show room.

5. The number of entries in each class is not limited, but only one prize will
be awarded each exhibitor in any particular class. No exhibit can be entered in more
than one class.

6. Prizes will not be given to unworthy exhibits, even if they are the only ones
in their class, and the judges may award, at their discretion, first or second prizes, even
if they are the only ones in their class, and the judges' decision must be accepted as final.

Exhibitors are cautioned to show the exact number of blooms called for under
each class. Lack or excess will disqualify the exhibit.

7. All containers, except in the arrangement classes will be furnished by the
Exhibition Committee.

8. The American Peony Society's manual to govern type of blooms.

SHIPPING DIRECTIONS
1. No exhibit can be received at the exhibition hall earlier than one day prior

to the show.
2. All exhibits, to be staged by the owner, should be addressed to himself, in

care of (name and address of the exhibition hall) and sent by prepaid express.
3. All exhibits, to be staged by the Exhibition Committee, should be addressed to

"Exhibition Committee, (name and address of exhibition hall)" and sent by prepaid
express. Each specimen in these shipments should be carefully and permanently labeled,
and the class in which they are to be entered indicated. A complete list of the contents
of the shipment should be included with it, and a duplicate copy mailed to the
Exhibition Committee.

4. Exhibits to be placed in cold storage should be addressed to the owner if he
is to stage his own exhibit. If the Exhibition Committee is to do the staging, then to
"Exhibition Committee," in either case, in care of (name and address of cold storage
company), marked, "For Peony Show." No charge is made for cold storage service.

5. All blooms sent to storage may be had at the exhibition room, the day before
the show, if so desired.

GROUP ONE
Not Open to Exhibitors in Group Two

Class 1. Collection of one hundred named varieties and not less than eighty semi-
double or double, one bloom each, shown in separate containers. Point score
40-20-10.

Class 2. Display of peonies, with other material or architectural features, peonies pre
dominating, any varieties not to exceed 300 sq. ft. Point score 40-20-10.
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Class 3. Collection of twenty named varieties, semi-double or double, three bloom
each, each variety shown in a separate container. Point score 20-10-5.

Class 4. Collection of ten named varieties, semi-double or double, three bloom each,
each variety shown in a separate container. Point score 10-5-3.
(Exhibitors entering both the above classesmust enter thirty distinct varieties.)

Class 5. Twenty bloom, one variety, white, semi-double or double, shown in one con
tainer. Point score 10-5-3.

Class 6. Twenty bloom, one variety, light pink, semi-double or double, shown in one
container. Point score 10-S-3.

Class 7. Twenty bloom, one variety, dark pink, semi-double or double, shown in one
container. Point score 10-5-3.

Class 8. Twenty bloom, one variety, red, semi-double or double, shown in one con
tainer. Point score 10-5-3.

Class 9. Three specimen bloom, white, named, semi-double or double, shown in one
container, to represent the best white show variety. Point score 5-3-1.

Class 10. Three specimen bloom, pink, named, semi-double or double, shown in one
container, to represent the best pink show variety. Point score 5-3-1 .

Class 11. Three specimen bloom, red, named, semi-double or double, shown in one con
tainer, to represent the best red show variety. Point score 5-3-1.

Class 12. Collection of ten or more, named Japanese varieties, one bloom each, shown
in separate containers, both number and quality to count. Point score 20-
10-5.

Class 13. Collection of ten or more, named, single Chinese varieties, one bloom each,
shown in separate containers, both number and quality to count. Point
score 10-5-3.

GROUP TWO
Not Open to Exhibitors in Group One

Class 14. Collection of twenty named varieties, semi-double or double, one bloom each,
shown in separate containers. Point score 10-5-3.

Class 15. Collection of ten named varieties, semi-double or double, one bloom each,
shown in separate containers. Point score 5-3-1.
(Exhibitors entering both the above classesmust show thirty distinct varieties.)

Class 16. (Not open to exhibitors in Classes 14 and 15.) Collection of five named
varieties, semi-double or double, one bloom each, shown in separate con
tainers. Point score 3-3-1.

Class 17. Three specimen bloom, one named white variety, shown in one container.
Point score 3-3-1.

Class 18. Three specimen bloom, one named pink variety, shown in one container.
Point score 5-3-1.

Class 19. Three specimen bloom, one named red variety, shown in one container.
Point score 5-3-1.

Class 20. One specimen bloom, any named variety, semi-double or double. Point score
5-3-1.

Class 21. Collection of five or more, named, single and Japanese varieties, one bloom
each, shown in separate containers. Point score 5-3-1.

GROUP THREE
Open to All Exhibitors

Class 22. Collection of tree peonies, named, in separate containers. Point score 5-3-1.
Class 23. Collection of early flowering herbaceous species, and their hybrids derived

from officinalis, whillmaniana, etc., but not including Chinese peonies,
shown in separate containers. Point score 5-3-1.
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Class 24. Collection of varieties introduced in the year 1915 and later, one bloom each,
shown in separate containers, each labeled, showing name of variety, name
of introducer, and year of introduction. Point score 10-5-3.

Class 25. Seedlings. No money prize is awarded for competition in this class. The
judging is done by the Standing Seedling Committee and the following may
be awarded: Certificate of Honorable Mention, First Class Certificate, Silver
Medal, and Gold Medal. The scale of points to be used in judging will be:
Color 25%
Form 15%
Size _ 15%
Distinctiveness 15%
Substance 10%
Stem 10%
Odor 10%

100%
ARRANGEMENTS

In arrangements any container may be used, also cloth, scarf, or runner. Other
material may be used but peonies must predominate.
Class 26. Arrangement for public hall or church. Point score 20-10-5.
Class 27. Arrangement for living room. Point score 10-5-3.
Class 28. Arrangement for dining table. Point score 10-5-3.
Class 29. Arrangement for a school room, by a child under sixteen. Point score 5-3-1.

SWEEPSTAKES
Best one specimen bloom, representing the best flower of the show, to be
selected by the judges of both Group I and Group II, from entries in all the
classes. One prize. A place of special prominence should be arranged in
which to place this flower after the judging is done.
To the winner of the greatest number of points won in Group I and Group
III or Group II and Group III. One prize.
To the non-member of the American Peony Society, winning the most points.
Prize, membership in the American Peony Society for one year.

SCALE OF POINTS
COLLECTIONS
General quality... - 40%
Condition (freshness of bloom, etc.).- 30%
Variety of color - 20%
Appropriate to schedule, naming, etc - lO/o

100%
MASS DISPLAY
Color harmony.. - 30%
Measure, balance or proportion... _ 30%
Distinctiveness - 30 /e
Appropriate to statement of schedule 10%

100%
ARRANGEMENTS
Color harmony which includes harmony of contrast 40%
Arrangement 20 /c
Relation to receptacle -- - - 'u7o
Quality of bloom 10%
Point of interest or accent _ - - 10 /o
Appropriate to statement of schedule 10%

Class 30.

Class 31.

Class 32.

100%
For individual bloom the Seedling Committee's scale of points is used.



44 American Tecwy Society 'Bulletin

SHOW MANAGEMENT
The show management may be divided as follows: Chairman and Secretary. Com

mittees Exhibition, Classification, Decorating, and Publicity.
The chairman has general supervision of plans and the hall, but no matter how

much detail he looks after before the show, there should be nothing but supervision
at the time of setting up.

The secretary shall send schedules to prospective exhibitors two weeks in advance,
inclosing entry cards. These cards may read: "I wish to enter the following classes,"
with the numbers of as many classes as there are, the exhibitor to put a ring around
the class numbers entered, and sign.

For a small show, two large sheets of paper, ruled both ways, may be used, one
for entry and the other for classes. On the entry sheet, the first exhibitor entered is
number one, and so on, with the spaces after the name filled in with the numbers of
the classes entered. The class sheet is headed with the class number and the spaces alter
filled in with the entry number of each exhibitor entering that class, thus at a glance
one can sec how many exhibits to prepare for in each class. After the entries are
closed, this class sheet can be used by the secretary to the judges, and the numbers of"
the winners filled in at the end of the class column.

Entry book and judges* books are necessary for a larger show. The entry book
is prepared alphabetically, with lettered tabs on the pages. The pages are divided up
into as many spaces as will allow for name and address followed by the class numbers
entered, and in the preparation each is numbered, the first one under "A" would be
number one, but the rest would take whatever number happened to be at the space
given to them. A judges' book is prepared for each set of judges, with the numbers
of the classes they are to judge, followed, of course, by the numbers of those entered in
each class. Space should be left for the judges and the secretary to sign.

A good entry card to use, is cut from rather heavy paper, 6x3, with a hole
punched in one end, and the opposite end to be turned up an inch, under which the
exhibitor's name is concealed, held in place with a paper clip, which is easily removed
when the judging is done. If the cards are cut from gray paper and green ink used
the effect is much better than black and white. To designate the prize winners, seals
purchased at a stationery store, may be used instead of ribbons, in blue, red, and white,
and if so, space should be left on the entry card, below the class number and the
exhibitor's number, where they may be pasted on. If the secretary is wise, there are
some typewritten copies of the classes all ready to fill in with the names of the winners
as soon as the judging is completed, for the press is usually at hand impatiently waiting
for copy.

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE
Some time before the show, this committee should have in mind the space allotted

to the various classes, and a simple drawing made. Low tables are much better than
high ones, and some shows have placed their flowers on the floor, thinking this is more
as they grow.

Table covering is an important item, the color being more important than the
material. Dull green, gray, and black, have been used with success, in paper and cotton
The first consideration is to have a dull finish, which will absorb the light and not
reflect it. Provide plenty of containers for all but the classes in arrangements. As
much as the monotony of the milk bottle is disliked, there is nothing else just as good
when it comes to collections and specimen bloom, if it is considered they do not easily
tip over, hold plenty of water, and arc always easy to get. Above all have plenty of
water accessible; a most successful way is to have a large garbage can or tank filled with
a hose and placed near the scene of action.

It is helpful if numbers are made for each class, keeping them gray and green,
and better still, for the public to have a description of the class printed, and to set
up use a bamboo garden stake, slit at the upper end, slip the card into the slit and fit
the other end into a block of wood or a milk bottle. These bamboo stakes are useful
to divide classes, when two or more classes are on one table, by laying between them.
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After the show this committee should dispose of the flowers, empty and return vases
and bottles, tables, etc., and do the necessary cleaning up.

CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE
The duties of this committee is to assist the exhibitors to place their flowers in

the proper classes, and to see they are correctly labeled. Also to see that all the exhibits
are in accordance with the schedule, before they are submitted to the judges, and to
help the judges by showing the location of all the exhibits in each class.

DECORATING COMMITTEE
The work of the decorating committee depends so largely on the place selected for

the exhibition, it is hard to offer suggestions. There should be close co-operation between
this and the exhibition committee.

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
The attendance depends upon the activities of the publicity committee. The good

will of the newspapers is a valuable asset. School children usually love to make posters
to be displayed in store windows, to advertise the show.

LOCATION
Automobile rooms have been popular as exhibition rooms; there is space enough,

and if a north front is chosen, the light is good. The next choice would be an east
front. Other shows have been in public halls, armories, in the dining rooms of hotels
and department stores, private homes and garages, on porches, and in greenhouses, as
well as in the open. Where the light and humidity is just right is in a greenhouse,
also there arc no tables nor covering to think about. The edge of the greenhouse bench
takes away the milk bottle look, even if the benches are higher than is really desirable.
Avoid, if possible, a location where artificial light is necessary in the day time, as even
the best of artificial light distorts the color.

DATE
One of the biggest gambles imaginable, is to try to set the date of a flower show,

dependent upon garden flowers, any great length of time in advance. The idea of a
tentative date has been evolved, which allows for postponement or advancement as the
weather dictates, announcement of a change going through the press.

On the whole, a one day show is the most satisfactory, especially where bouquets
are featured, for the second day the buds have opened, flowers have turned their heads
up, and often the whole character of the arrangement is gone.

JUDGES
Secure your judges early. Remember that accredited judges arc busy men and

women, who usually have their plans for the season made far ahead, and that it is often
impossible to alter their plans at a late date, no matter how much they might like to
be of assistance to you.

There should be one or three judges, fitted for the type of judging they are
expected to do. Often one who is an expert judge of the peony has no idea whatever
what constitutes a good arrangement of flowers, and it is an injustice to both the exhibitor
and himself to ask him to judge both.

Judging should begin punctually at the time appointed, and the rule fixing the
time for conclusion of the staging should be strictly enforced.

The place of exhibition should be cleared of every one except authorized persons
before the judges begin their duties, no exception must be made to this rule, in the
case of officials who are exhibitors. If possible, the judges should not be allowed in
the hall in advance, and should be interrupted, in no way, while judging. Judging
should occur the first day immediately after the flowers have been staged.

The judges* decision should be final, and they shall sign all judges* books.
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Any unusual stipulation in the schedule should be brought to the attention of
the judge, and his expenses should be paid by the local club.

SUGGESTIONS TO EXHIBITORS
Note very carefully and observe strictly the conditions in the schedule, as to the

time named for the judges to commence their duties. It should be recognized that a
half hour's delay in completing the arrangements is so much time taken from the
judges, who thus have to discharge their duties hurriedly; this, of necessity increases
the possibility of mistakes.

An exhibitor should study carefully the scale of points, the rules for judging, and
the wording of the classes, as the better he appreciates the requirements the finer his
exhibit. Bear in mind that one bloom, more or less, disqualifies, and that no judge has
the right to rectify the error of an exhibitor.

Notify the Show Secretary immediately upon receipt of entry cards, of intent to
exhibit, and the number of classes in which entries will be made.

Read carefully all sections of the rules which in any way relate to your propose J
exhibit, and if you have any difficulty in understanding them, write to the Secretary
of the show, at least a week before it takes place.

Each exhibitor should plan his classes and color arrangements as he cuts his peonies,
labeling carefully all varieties as he cuts them. A friend as an assistant in the actual
staging will prove worthwhile.

Remember that the judges do not know whose exhibit they are scoring and have
no reason to judge other than on the merits of the flowers.

Though the responsibility of having all work completed in accordance with the
rules and regulations rests with the manager of the show, yet exhibitors may and should
help materially in carrying them out. Much confusion can be avoided by careful
planning.

HANDLING PEONIES FOR EXHIBITION
The first essential in staging good show peonies is to have well established plants.

Cultivation and moisture are the second requisites.
As soon as growth is sufficiently advanced, the strongest stems should be disbudded,

leaving only the large terminal bud. Several days before the earliest varieties are ready
to bloom, the plants should be gone over, selecting the most promising of the varieties
wanted for the show. A small, half-pound grocer's bag should be slipped over each
bud, and pinned with a common pin, well up under the bud, allowing the subsequent
growth to go into the bottom of the bag. This bag protects from the sun and the rain
and is that much done toward packing for shipping. The buds should be labeled with
a common wooden tree label, placed well up on the stem.

When the first flowers begin to open, they must be carefully watched, for the
whole secret of successful storing is getting them cut at the right time. This is easily
learncd by experience and a few rules. The longer away the time of the exhibition,
the tighter to cut the bud, and the more double the flower the more open the bud.

If flowers are wanted to show at the close of the blooming season the early varieties
must be held in storage from three to four weeks, and the mid-season, two weeks.
Early varieties, like Eclulh Superba, should be cut just as the buds are beginning to
swell and show color. Mid-season varieties, like Frances Willard, and most of the
varieties except the very latest should be cut when the petals loosen but before they
begin to unfold. Late ones like Marie Lemoinc should be left on the plant until almost
half open. Cut stems 15 to 18 inches long, and strip off all but the top leaves. As
fast as cut place in water, in a cool basement, and the quicker they can be gotten into
storage, after three hours in water, the better. If necessary to ship, place dry and tight
in light boxes or cartons. In storage the buds are best placed in water, although satis
factory results are had by leaving dry in the boxes. The temperature and humidity
that is right for the storage of eggs is right for peonies, the temperature from 34 to JS
degrees.
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When cold storage is not accessible, peonies may be held a week in the family
ice box, or even longer in a cool basement or cave. When shipment from storage to
show room is necessary, the containers should be taken directly into the room and
heavily lined with paper. With dry stems and tight packing they are ready for a
journey of 24 to 36 hours, with no injury.

On reaching the show room, get plenty of containers filled with water and then
the ends are clipped and placed in water. Then, and not until then, the bags should
be removed. At least twenty-four hours is required for storage blooms to develop, so
plan for this.

he American Horticultural Society wishes to extend to every
member of The American Peony Society, a most cordial invitation
to come to the Nation's Capital this June, to attend the national

show of The American Peony Society. This exhibition will be held in
conjunction with the spring show of The American Horticultural Society.

Every American should see the capital of his country, and this is a

most convenient opportunity, when he can attend a national peony show
at the same time.

Official headquarters will be established in the Willard Hotel, the
most famous hotel in the city. This building has many times served as

the official home of the Vice-President of the United States, and many
events of historical interest have occurred beneath its roof.

The exhibition will be staged in the ballroom of the hotel, a beau

tifully decorated room with a ceiling two stories high, and with large
windows on the east and west sides, which will give us an abundance
of natural light during the entire day.

While there are many other hotels near The Willard, which is one

block from the United States Treasury, and two blocks from the White
House, we feel that you can not do better than here, for the management
has very kindly offered to reduce its room rates one dollar a day on each

room for the benefit of the members of The American Peony Society.
Below are the regular room rates; you may deduct one dollar from the
rate which best suits your needs:

Single rooms with bath, $5 to $8 a day.
Double rooms with bath, double bed, $7 to $9 a day.
Double rooms with bath, twin beds, $8 to $10 a day.
Suites can be arranged for at a saving on the above prices.

National Show at Washington
Tentative Dates, June 7-8, 1929

TO BE staged in ballroom
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EXCELLENT FACILITIES PROVIDED
We will provide the facilities, and more than our share of blooms,

and we only ask two things of you your blooms and your presence.
This show provides an excellent opportunity for the grower in the latitude
of Washington to really put on a display. We will hold off the show
as long as possible, probably till the second week in June, to let in growers
as far north as we can, and you may rest assured that every care will
be taken of your flowers, even if you arc unable to come with them,
but we want you, too. We feel sure that this will be a successful show,
and that you will have! a good time if you come, and will be sorry if
you do not. You will find the class schedule in this number of the
Bulletin. Sit down right now and make out your entry blank, for we
want to plan in advance for a beautiful show as well as a successful one.

Mail entries and requests for information to Dr. Earle B. White,
Chairman, American Peony Society Show, 1624 Eye Street N. W.,
Washington, D. C.

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS ,
For blooms which are not for cold storage in Washington

1. No exhibits will be received at the exhibition hall earlier than the day previous
to the opening day of the Show.

2. All exhibits which are to be staged by the owner should be addressed to himself,
care of the Willard Hotel, 14th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D. C. marked, For Peony Show, and sent by prepaid express.

3. All exhibits which are to be staged by the Exhibition Committee should be
addressed to The Flower Show Committee, care of the Willard Hotel, 14th Street
and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C, and sent by prepaid express.
Each separate specimen in these shipments must be plainly and permanently labeled,
with the name of the variety, and the number of the class in which it is to be entered.
A complete list of the contents of the shipment should be included with it and a
duplicate copy should be sent to the same address.

For blooms which are for cold storage in Washington
1. Exhibits for cold storage should be addressed to the owner, if he is to stage

his own exhibit; if the Exhibition Committee is to stage it, then to Exhibition Com
mittee.

In either case, in care of Terminal Refrigerating and Warehousing Co., Eleventh
and "E" Streets, S.W., Washington, D. C. and plainly marked. For Peony Show.

2. All blooms sent to cold storage will be delivered to the hall by 7 o'clock on
the morning of the exhibition, or may be obtained on the afternoon of the previous
day if desired.

No charge will be made for cold storage service.

PEONY CLASS SCHEDULE
OPEN CLASSES

The following classes are open to all who grow peonies, whether for pleasure or
profit.
Class
1. Collection of not more than one hundred, and not less than eighty named
varieties, double, one bloom of each.
First American Peony Society's Gold Medal and $50.00, Second $M.00, Third
$25.00.
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2. Collection of ten named varieties, double, three blooms
of each

3. Twenty blooms, double, named, white or cream, one
variety _

4. Twenty blooms, double, named, light pink or pink, and
cream, one variety _

5. Twenty blooms, double, named, dark pink, one variety
6. Twenty blooms, double, named, red or crimson, one
variety _ _ ....

7. Six specimen blooms, double, named, any variety
8. Collection of ten or more Japanese varieties, one bloom
of each .

First Second Third

$12.00 $8.00 $5.00

12.00 8.00 $.00

12.00 1.00 $.00
12.00 8.00 $.00

12.00 1.00 $.00
12.00 8.00 5.00

7.00 5.00 3.00

7.00 1.00 3.00

7.00 (.00 3.00

7.00 $.00 3.00
. 7.00 (.00 3.00

. 7.00 5.00 3.00

7.00 $.00 3.00

10. One specimen bloom, Japanese, any variety .._ _ _
11. Collection of ten or more single varieties, one bloom

each
12. Collection of tree peonies, single or double
13. Collection of early flowering herbaceous species, and

hybrids derived from Officinalis, Wittmatiiana, etc., but
not including Chinese peonies

14. New varieties introduced in the year 1915 and later one
bloom of each, no limit as to number

15. Seedlings.
No money prize is awarded for competition in this class. The judging is done
by a Standing Seedling Committee, and the following may be awarded Certificate
of Honorable Mention, First Class Certificate, Silver Medal or Gold Medal, but no
seedling shall receive an award of any kind from the Society until such seedling
has been passed upon for at least three years by a majority of this Committee.
The following scale of points will bo used in judging all blooms entered in this
class:

Color 25 Substance ...10
Form 15
c. ,. Stem . 10Size 15
Distinctiveness _ 15 Odor 10

A variety without odor can receive five points only under odor classification, and
if odor is disagreeable, amounting to a defect, it will be marked 0.

16. Advanced Seedlings. Open only to those previously recognized by the Seedling
Committee. This class is provided to avoid confusion and to facilitate the judging
of seedlings already having received initial recognition.

ADVANCED AMATEUR CLASSES

The following classes are only for those who grow peonies mainly for personal
pleasure and satisfaction, who employ no skilled labor in their care and handling, who
do not advertise as growers by signs, stationery, price lists or catalogues, and whose
expenditures for new varieties exceed all receipts for sales of flowers or plants.

CLASS
17. Collection of not more than fifty nor less than forty named varieties, double, one

bloom of each.
First American Peony Society's Silver Medal and $25.00, Second $15.00, Third
$10.00.
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18. Collection of ten named varieties, double, three blooms
of each -

19. Fifteen blooms double, named, one variety

First Second Third

$ 7.00 $5.00 $3.00
5.00 2.00 1.00
3.00 2.00 1.00

3.00 2.00 1.00
3.00 2.00 1.00

3.00 2.00 1.00
3.00 2.00 1.00

20. Six blooms double, named, white or cream, one variety _
21. Six blooms double, named, pink or pink and cream, one

variety _ -
22. Six Mooms double, named, red or crimson, one variety
23. Collection of Single or Japanese varieties or both, one

bloom each, no limit as to number
24. One specimen bloom, single or Japanese, any variety ....

NOVICE AMATEUR CLASSES
The seven following classes are open only to those who grow peonies for personal

pleasure or satisfaction, who employ no skilled labor in their care of handling, and who
have grown less than fifty plants during the season of this exhibition. These classes
are not open to the exhibitors in the preceding section.

CLASS
25. Collecticn of six varieties, double, named, one bloom each $ 5.00
26. Three blooms double, named, white or cream, one variety..
27. Three blooms double, named, light pink or pink and cream,

one variety
28. Three blooms double, named, dark pink, one variety...
29. Three blooms double, named, red or crimson, one variety..
30. Six blooms double, named, any variety
31. One specimen bloom double, named, any variety

First Second Third
(.00 $2.00 $1.00
$.00 2.00 1.00

5.00 2.00 1.00
5.00 2.00 1.00
5.00 2.00 1.00
3.00 2.00 1.00
3.00 2.00 1.00

BOUQUETS OPEN TO ALL EXHIBITORS
A bouquet is an arrangement in any container.
Cloth, scarf, or runner may be used.
Other material may be included but peonies must predominate.

First Second Third
32. Arrangement for a Public Hall or Church $15.00 $10.00 $5.00
33. Arrangement for a Living Room _ 10.00 5.00 2.00
34. Arrangement for a dining table _ ... 10.00 5.00 2.00
35. Arrangement for a school room, by a child under 16 10.00 5.00 200

SPECIAL CLASSES

3( >.One specimen bloom, representing the best flower in the show, to be selected by
the judges of both the open and the amateur classes, from entries in all classes.
The B. H. Farr Medal.

37. The Garden and Home Builder offers an "Achievement Medal" for the best new
peony exhibited at the show. Award to be made by the Seedling Committee.

38. The American Peony Society offers a cash prize of $1,000.00, for a new yellow
peony, subject to the following conditions.

1. The plant must be a Chinese peony. Hybrids with other species are not eligible.
2. The flowers must be double or nearly so.
3. At least three blooms must be staged with stems twelve inches or more in
length shown with foliage.

4. Foliage, stem and size of bloom must be adequate. This provision is only meant
to debar plants with conspicuous defects.

5. The color must be a yellow, at least as deep as that of the central petals in a
freshly opened bud of Primci ere or Laura Dvssi'rf, and the flower must give the
effect of being a true yellow peony, not a white or pink with a yellow center
nor of a yellow fading to white.
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6. The judges may use their judgment in off-setting to some extent, one specification
against another, for instance intensity of color against a lack of doublcness.

7. The award shall be made at the Annual Exhibition of the American Peony
Society by the members of the Standing Seedling Committee, not less than three
participating in the decision, the exhibitor, if a member of the committee, not
acting. The decision of the acting judges must be unanimous.

8. The intention of the Directors is to continue the offer of this prize for an
indefinite period, but they may withdraw it or alter the conditions at any time.

RULES GOVERNING THIS EXHIBITION
1. Exhibitors should send their entry blanks to Dr. Earle B. White, 1624 Eye St.
N. W., Washington, D. C, as soon as possible, so that their class cards will be
ready for them when they reach the hall. Local exhibitors should make their
entries to the above address before June 3rd to assure reservation of the proper space.

2. Entries must be staged under numbers from the clerk of the exhibition, and must
be registered before they are staged. Exhibitors' names may be attached after the
awards are made.

3. All exhibits must be staged by 1:00 p. m. on the first day of the show. This
rule will be rigidly enforced, and no exceptions can be made.

4. All blooms staged for competition must have been cut from plants owned by the
exhibitor, except those shown in Group 7 (Flower Arrangement).

5. The number of entries in any class by an exhibitor is not limited, but no exhibit
can be entered in more than one class.

6. Prizes will not be given to unworthy exhibits, even if they arc the only ones of their
kind staged, and the judges may award at their discretion, first or second prize
even if there is only one entry in the class.

7. Exhibitors arc cautioned to show the exact number of blooms as mentioned under
each class. Lack or excess will disqualify the exhibit.

8. Any exhibitor not satisfied with any decision of the judges, must make protest in
writing, to the Secretary, before 7 o'clock p. m. on the day that the award is made.
A deposit of $3.00 must accompany the protest. This amount will be returned if
the protest is sustained.

9. Each person who becomes an exhibitor, thereby agrees to conform to such rules
and regulations as the Exhibition Committee may make or authorize.

10. All containers except baskets and artistic vases will be furnished by the Committee.
While the Exhibition Committee will exercise due caution and care in safe-guarding
exhibits, it can not assume responsibility for injury or loss. See that your name
and address are firmly and legibly fixed on the BOTTOM of all containers belong
ing to you.

11. The exhibition hall will be open from noon until 10 p. m. on the day before the
show and from 7 a. m. until 9 a. m. the next morning to receive exhibits.

12. Exhibitors will find a PRIVATE ELEVATOR running from the F Street entrance,
directly to the exhibition hall for their convenience in bringing in exhibits. Please
use it and avoid confusion, both in the lobby and in the exhibit hall.

NEW MEMBERS SINCE JANUARY 1, 1929

Barnes, C. S.» Route 5, Box 307 A, Vancouver, Wash.
Barr & Sons, 11-12-13 King Street, Convent Garden, London W. C. 2, England.
Benedict, Dr. W. S., 445 Arlington Ave., Clarendon, Va.
Browne, Mrs. Edw. E., 7 West Underwood St., Chevy Chase, Md.
Chatters, W. W., 1929 Sixth Avenue, E., Vancouver, B. C.
De Hart, F. R., Kclowna, B. C.
Evans, T. L., R. R. 36, Florissant, Mo.
Fischer, Louis R., 4824 Penn Avenue, South Minneapolis, Minn.
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Fleming, Wm. G., 154 Sydenham Street, London, Ontario, Can.
Flynn, Geo. H-, Riverside Gardens, Enderlin, N. D.
Bostick, Mrs. W. D., S33 North Washington Blvd., Fort Wayne, Ind.
Foote, Mrs. F. Stuart, 516 College Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids, Mich.
Harris, Mrs. Arthur I., 1509 Ponce dt Leon Ave., N. E. Atlanta, Ga.
Haskell, Dr. R. J., 1S02 Lawrence Street., N. E., Washington, D. C.
Johnston, Wm. M., 35 Cotton Street, Newton, Mass.
Kent, Mrs. Fay Barnaby, "Kent Knoll," Scotch Plains, N. J.
Kregel, W. A., P. O. Box 014, Garnavillo, la.
Kunderd, A. E., Goshen, Ind.
Lakin, C. E., 911 21st Street, East Moline, Ill-
Lewis, Mrs. Tracy H., Plandome, Long Island, N. Y.
MacBean, Arthur, 18 Water Street, S., Gait, Ontario, Can.
McConahey, H. L., Mt. Pleasant, O.
Milligan, W. J., Lowville, N. Y.
Nezza, Dominic, R. F. D. 1, Box 173, Painsville, O.
McCaulay, T. B., President, Sun Life Assurance Co., Montreal, Can.
Newberry, Alfred, M., 393 North Main Street, Romeo, Mich.
Parks, O. F-, 936 College Ave., Columbus, Ohio.
Preller, John A., Worth, 111.
Sengstock, John L., 10735 Longwood Drive, Morgan Park Station, Chicago, 111.
Simpson, J. A., Route 1, Everett, Wash.
Sioux Falls Peony Society, 621 South Minnesota Avenue, Sioux Falls, S. D.
Smith, Mrs. Wm. C, 22 St. Nicholas Place, Ft. Thomas, Ky.
Steichen, Col. E. J., R. F. D. 4, Ridgefield, Conn.
Stolz, H. G., c/ o Morley Murphy Co., Green Bay, Wis.
Van Gcrbig, Mrs. Barend, 129 E. 61st Street, New York, N. Y.
Waters, C. L., R. F. D. 1, Hammondsport, N. Y.
Weinrich, Chas. F., 2510 Ballou Street, Logan Square Sta., Chicago, 111.
Whipkey, McClellan, Jamestown, N. D.
Weldy, M. D., 1406 Prairie Street, Elkhart, Ind.

CORRECTIONS IN ADDRESSES
Through error the address of David E. Moulton, 98 Exchange St., Portland, Maine

was shown in the Bulletin as Portland, Oregon.
The address of Dr. A. B. Himcs, No. Ill W. Main St., Van Wert, O., is shown

in error as Van West, O.,
J. Van Beek, 119 Erie Ave., Brantford, Ont., Canada formerly 114 Catharine

Street, S., Hamilton, Ont., Canada.

OMISSION FROM LIST OF MEDAL AWARDS, 1923

Seattle, Wash. Silver medal awarded Ivan W. Goodner, Seattle Wash, as sweep
stake prize, Seattle Peony Show, June 4th. 1928.

London, Ont. As a matter of record the Peony Show was held June 22nd and 2»rd,
1928, T. C. Fleming winning the silver medal as sweepstake prize.

Department of Registration

The
Society takes no responsibility as to the quality of the varieties

registered here. A system by which new varieties can be officially
rated and approved by the Society has been established and it is

hoped that the difficulties inherent in dealing with the peony can be
overcome.
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The purpose of this department is to provide an opportunity for all
growers to register the names of their new varieties which are being put
on the market. To avoid duplication of names, every new named variety
should be submitted to the Secretary, who has a complete list of varieties
now in commerce.

George N. Smith, Wellesley Hills, Mass., desires to register the fol
lowing variety:

HARVARD CRIMSON (G. N. Smith, 1928). The flower is a semi-
double, opening a rich Harvard crimson color, changing to rosy crim
son with age. The petals are nearly all of a length, smooth and of
great substance. A few golden stamens in the center add much to the
beauty of the flower. The large bloom is carried erect on a medium
height, stiff stem. A mid-season variety with dark green leaves and
a strong, pleasant odor. Four divisions planted in November produced
thirteen large blooms the following June. Much brighter in color
than Longfellow.

Sarah Toedt of Hamburg, la., is registering the following:
HIGHLAND LASSIE (Toedt, 1929). A single following the officinalis

group. Medium size. Petals cupped. Center of petals pink, edges
heavily textured crimson, rolled and widely ruffled.

GLORY OF THE GARDEN {Toedt, 1929). A very large single red of
dark but brilliant coloring and good texture. Holds its color out of
doors.

Hybrid peonies for registration from A. P. Saunders, Clinton, N. Y.
HARBINGER (Otto Froebel x macrophylla). Plant moderately tall;

robust ; upright. Foliage intermediate between the two parents, but
not so coarse as in macrophylla. Flowers medium in size, single, pink,
somewhat like Lemoine's Wittmanniarta hybrid Aiant Garde; but
Harbinger blooms with me a week earlier than Aiant Garde. In my
latitude where the first sinensis blooms come about June 10-11,
Harbinger opens about May 18-25. Desirable for its extreme easi
ness and its good quality.

CHALICE (sinensis x macropbylla). Tall vigorous plant with heavy
stems and very large foliage more like that of macrophylla than
sinensis. Flowers very large, up to eight and one-half inches, single,
pure white, with a large mass of silky stamens which give the flower
a very distinctive character. Season very early a week to ten days
before the beginning of sinensis season.

MAN OF WAR (sinensis x officinalis). Habit of plant very tall; stems
thick and rigid, light green. Foliage intermediate in form between
the two parents but much larger and heavier than either. Flowers
single, very large, up to nine and one-half inches, of the most bril
liant and telling crimson. Season of officinalis.

DEFENDER (sinensis v officinalis). Stature and habit similar to Corinth.
Flowers dark mahogany crimson, single, cup-shaped, with a large
mass of silky stamens. Season of late officinalis into early sinensis.
This variety comes nearly a week later than Corinth.

CORINTH (officinalis v sinensis). Plant of medium height. Stems good.
Foliage intermediate; but the general character of the plant is more
like officinalis than sinensis. Flnwers double, flat, fairlv lari^e,with a
few stamens scattered among the petals, and a few deformed petals
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towards the center. Color brilliant light crimson, almost a scarlet,
very striking. Season of sinensis, mid-season to late.

DELPHI (officinalis x sinensis). General character of the plant similar
to Defender. Flowers full double, very large, globular, bright dark
crimson, near the tone of the old double crimson officinalis. Early
sinensis season. The plant might be described as a later and better
officinalis rubra plena,

JOY [sinensis (versus) x Otto Froebel], Plant of very tall upright
growth, like a tall sinensis variety. Foliage heavy, dark green, nearer
to sinensis than to Otto Froebel. Flowers nearly single, two rows of
petals, very bright rose pink; good color; petals nicely rounded. Very
finished cup-shaped flower of fair size and fine quality. Season of
early sinensis. As with most of these hybrids the pollen is sterile
and the plant sets no seed. Award of Merit, Massachusetts Horticul
tural Society, June, 1928.

FAITH (Otto Froebel x sinensis). Plant of medium height; upright.
Stems adequate. Foliage nearer to that of Otto Froebel than to
sinensis. Mowers double or semi-double, of a most vivid clear light
rose pink color, inclining to flesh color; not large; 5-6 inches across,
and somewhat irregular in form. The merit of the plant lies in its
new and striking color. Season of officinalis.

HOPE (Otto Froebel x sinensis). Habit and foliage similar to Faith.
Flowers 5-6 inches across, semi-double, of the brightest glowing pink,
between salmon and cherry. The color is near that of the female
parent, but brighter and more effective; and the flower, being semi-
double, has more body than Otto Froebel. Both of these varieties
have sterile pollen and set no seed.

CHARITY (Otto Froebel x sinensis). Habit similar to the above.
Foliage large and very heavy. Flowers fairly large, bright deep cherry
crimson. Single. The petals have a peculiar silky lustre which gives
the flower a very distinct character. Season of early sinensis.

ARGOSY (lutea x moutan). Habit of the plant very vigorous. Foliage
intermediate between the two parents. In our climate this hybrid
tree peony, tike Lutea, is apt to kill back to the ground in winter;
but it shoots up vigorously in spring and blooms on the new wood.
I think it is somewhat hardier than Lutea, and somewhat less so than
most of the Chinese tree peonies. The flowers are fairly large, semi-
double, and are carried upright on stout stems. The petals are of a
very clear bright sulphur yellow, stained deep purple red over a small
area at the base. Pollen sterile, and the plant has never set seed. First
Class Certificate, Massachusetts Horticultural Society, June, 1928;
also Garden Achievement Medal for Best New Peony, American Peony
Society's Show, 1928.

Dr. F. G. Brethour, 600 Woodlawn Avenue "W., Toronto, Can., has
sent in the following three varieties for registration:

ECSTACY (Brethour). Large flower. White with a distinct yellow tone
at the base of petals. Pronounced incurving of the petals. Very tall,
strong stems. Lasts well when cut. Perfume like wild rose. Mid-
season variety.

IN MEMORIAM (Brethour) . Large flower, flesh pink fading to an
opalescent pink with often a wide ring of red surrounding the center.
Very pleasant perfume. Very strong grower in big clusters. Mid-
season variety. Excellent cut variety.

SYMPHONY (Brethour). Large flower, light salmon pink. Very strong
grower in clusters. Very delicate fragrance. Early, mid-season vari
ety. Fine for cut bloom.
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<0bttuar;

MRS. SARAH H. PLEAS, WHITTIER, CALIF.
Word has recently reached my office of the death of Mrs. Sarah

A. Pleas of Whittier, Calif, who passed away November 9, 1928.

The name of Mrs. Pleas is known to every peony lover as the
originator of Jubilee, Elwood Pleas, Opal and many others. Of the lot
Jubilee is doubtless the most outstanding. This peony was introduced
in 1908. Her early activities in the raising of seedlings date back to

In June 1916, as a recognition of her work in furthering interest
in the peony she was made an honorary member of the American Peony
Socictv.

At her request, her body was cremated and her ashes taken back
to Spiceland, Ina., to be buried by the side of her husband, Elwood
Pleas. Her interest in the peony never lagged and the production of
Jubilee alone was a most noteworthy achievement.

She was considerably past eighty years of age.

A delayed report of the passing of one of the early members of the
American Peony Society has recently been received. Homer Reed was
born in the year 1848 in Leslie, Mich. In 1870 he was graduated from
the School of Law of the University of Michigan. Two years later he

opened a law office in Kansas City. In 1879 he was married to Miss
Laura Coates and to this union was born three sons and three daughters,
who, with his widow mourn his loss. From 1894 to 1898 he was post
master of Kansas City, Mo.

He was very much interested in the growing of peonies and had
quite a collection at the time of his death which occurred Jan. 16, 1928.

R. HERBERT CROWELL, MOORESTOWN, N. J.
Brief notice of the death of Mr. Crowell has just been received.
R. Herbert Crowell was born in Camden, N. J., June 28th, 1872

and died Dec. 5th, 1928 in Moorestown, N. J., where he had resided for
27 years. He was well known as a great lover of flowers and for a
number of years was active in the flower shows held under the auspices
of the Moorestown Improvement Association.

18 5 5.

HOMER REED, KANSAS CITY, MO.
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COMMENTS ON PEONY MANUAL
Jcrrold Owen. Associate Editor of "Better Flowers," Portland, Oregon, says: "It

is a most interesting volume, and though I have not had an opportunity to inspect it
closely, I have no doubt but what it will fill an outstanding need.*'

W. G. DuMont, Des Moines, Iowa, says: "All the articles are first-class, and the
book as a whole should be in every peony grower's hands. I want to again compliment
you for your hard work in making this the finest book of the kind on Peonies.*'

Mrs. Edward Harding, Plainficld, N. J., says: "I have already read enough of it
to congratulate you most heartily upon your work. I have ordered five more copies.
These I am sending to friends abroad."

Harry F. Little, Baldwinsville, N. Y., says: "I feel that you have done yourself
great credit in the preparation of this Manual as well as having made possible a work
that will be accepted everywhere as the court of last resort for information on the
peony. The book is well planned, comprehensive and complete, and the story is told
in a manner that is interesting and instructive to the amateur and at the same time
is technical enough to be of! real value to the more advanced student of the peony.

"Both as a personal lover of the peony and as President of the American Peony Socie
ty on behalf of that organization, I wish to congratulate you on the completion of
such a creditable work and to thank you for the time and labor you have so generously-
contributed to the undertaking. The Manual will always do credit to you as Editor
as well as to the American Peony Society who has sponsored the book."

"The Florists' Exchange" devotes a column, from which we quote the following:
"While the title and the excellent blue binding of this work, at first glance, sug

gests it is just, another book on Peonies, it is somthing distinctly different, inasmuch as
it is the new Manual of the American Peony Society and therefore entirely devoid of
any effort to extol the Peony by means of flowery language. It is what might be
termed an official book of reference providing in its 336 pages, a mass of information
relating to Peonies such as no individual author could bring together. The editor,
James Boyd, of Haverford, Pa., is certainly to be commended upon his successful compila
tion of such records into one volume; records that everyone interested in Peonies will
be happy to possess.

"But the work is finished, and as the printing was done by the J. Horace Mc-
Farland Co., it goes without saying that the book is deserving of a place in any
horticultural library. In the preparation of the Manual, Mr. Boyd was greatly assisted
by Prof. A. P. Saunders, vice-president of the A. P. S., John C. Wister, W. F. Christ-
man, A. M. Brand, H. Thurlow and others, and between them they have achieved
something really worthwhile.

"It will be apparent that this Manual is of considerable value to the nurseryman,
student and general cultivator of Peonies."

"The Gardeners* Chronicle" (English) devoted two columns to an extended review,
and closes with the following paragraph:

"There arc many beautiful plates both in color and black and white; indeed, the
color plates of Mikado, Solange and Walter Faxon could not be better. Mr. James
Boyd and his collaborators deserve the warmest praise for an admirably compiled work.
Not only is it full of accurate information from cover to cover 336 pages of small
print but the book with its admirable indexes and lists is a model monograph of a
genus from a horticultural point of view. The Manual is indispensable, and should
have a ready sale in this country."

"The Florists' Review" says: "Those who have heard of the Peony Manual pre
pared in the behalf of the American Peony Society scarcely expected to receive so
handsome and comprehensive a volume as has been published. The book as it now
comes to members of the Society contains over 3JO pages between stiff board covers
bound in a handsome blue imitation leather and stamped in gold. It bears the title,
"Peonies: The Manual of the American Peony Society" and was edited by James Boyd.

Mr. Boyd was frank to say in his preface to the Manual, "Had I realized the
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length of time to be consumed and the amount of correspondence involved, I woutd
not have assumed the task." But he yielded to no discouragement and the result of
his labor of love is this invaluable volume, which every person growing or handling
peonies will wish to have.

From W. J. France, Scarboro, Ont., we have received the following communication:
"Peony Manual arrived Jan. 2S. Have had time only to glance through the volume
but have seen enough to convince me that I have in it information worth at least fifty
dollars to me, and I am sure it would have been worth to me easily twice as much
a few short years ago. A truly wonderful volume. I am proud of my membership
in the Society and deeply grateful for the privilege of purchasing such a book."

Aubrey Tealdi, Director Arnold Arboretum, Ann Arbor, Mich., writes us as follows:
"I want to express my admiration and appreciation for the Peony Manual. Every
thing about it is good and shows excellent taste and craftsmanship. I have not had
time to do more than to look at the beautiful illustrations and dip into the book here
and there but I have seen enough to know that it is going to be an indispensable
companion of the peony lover. Everyone who is interested in the peony and in good
garden literature owes a debt of gratitude to Mr. Boyd and to those who have
helped him to realize the ambitious project of the Peony Manual. I have ordered two
copies for myself and two for the Department of Landscape Design of the University
of Michigan and I am sure that these will not be the last. It makes an ideal gift lor
a gardening friend."

A NEW SEEDLING
We are presenting herewith a

new yellow centered seedling
originated by Edward Auten,
Jr., of Princeville, 111. This
seedling is still under test and
bloomed the past season for the
first time. The stems are very
straight and tall and the bloom
is quite noticeable in the field.
This seedling has not been named
as yet. The development of a
full yellow peony of the Chinen-
sis type is not a remote possibili
ty, and we look for its appear
ance in the very near future.
Golden Dawn and Laura Dessert
are of similar type and color to
this seedling.
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Notes from Massachusetts
By Thos. F. Higgins, Winchester, Mass.

I read with much interest and surprise articles written by members of
the American Peony Society in the Bulletin about their peony
troubles. Being a member only two years, this is all new to me and

I am puzzled why there is not any information coming from the society
about these troubles.

Take the rose bug, for instance, and the name "rose bug" to me is
like a red flag in front of a bull. Why, I've got all the rose bugs that
all the big growers in the country say they have never seen and I've got
them good and plenty. They are now eating everything in the garden
grape vines, delphinium, etc., but why go to the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture for information? Can't some of the most experi
enced peony growers in the Society tell us how to get rid of this pest?
I tried sulphate of iron on the ground around every place where they
might breed and it appeared to help but can't tell yet.

I am going to try it again next year, every two or three weeks
during the peony season and I hope it will do the business, and if this
fails I'll try anything. Can you suggest something?

There was another article that got my attention, written by Mr.
Hardesty, about curl dwarf leaf, and if I get it right, I've got a case
of it in my garden on just one plant of Karl Rosefield. It is exactly
like Mr. Hardesty 's description. Last spring I saw this plant and watched
it all season until September and having in mind what I read about it
1 dug it up intending to burn it, but when I saw what a beautiful root
it had, as clean and smooth as a pane of glass, not a sign of disease of
any kind I just cut it into five good divisions, then soaked it for 20
minutes in 10 percent corrosive sublimate and put it in a new place. This
plant is four years old. I got it from a grower in Indiana. What puzzles
me is

, why didn't this show up before, or is it something contagious?

It starts with the plant coming through the ground. The growth is slow
and the foliage has an all-stuck-together dwarf appearance all season.
Was it wise to plant these roots? I might say it's an experiment. I

didn't plant to save the division, just to see if it will cure it.
Thanking you for any information you may be able to give me,

I remain.

Note. Let us have your experience and comments. Editor.


