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Message to the Membership
from the President
W. W. COOK, Clinton, Iowa

It would seem quite natural that the members of
our Society would be interested in a word from its
president.

Not that the new executive has any thing startling
to say or wisdom to impart but for the reason that we
are all interested in the glorification of the Queen of
Flowers.

The meeting at Lansing in June was most in
teresting and one had the rare and unusual opportun
ity of renewing old friendships, and making new
friends, in addition to viewing and discussing the new
introductions and again enjoying another meeting with
the older blooms whose beauty it would be hard to im
prove upon.

Notwithstanding the uncertain general conditions
which have prevailed during the past few years, the
enthusiasm of the patient hybridizer has not waned.
Year after year wonderful new blooms have been pre
sented for recognition and registration and during a
comparatively short time we have noted many new and
exquisite flowers that never existed before.

Splendid results have been achieved and the old
tendency of trying to produce the largest flower obtain
able has been changed. The effort now seems to be to
secure a flower of finer texture and more exquisite
coloring regardless of size.
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I am impressed by the fact of the many different
nationalities, occupations and various lines of endeavor
represented by the peony lovers. Regardless of the
location of their homes, their business, their religion
or politics, they all meet on a common ground and
speak the same language at a peony show. We discover
and come in contact with many fine personalities
among the membership that we would never know were
it not for our mutual interest in our favorite flower
the Peony.

Like many organizations and societies operating
on the non-profit basis, as well as many operating for
profit, our society has had a struggle for its very
existence during the last few years.

I want to emphasize the fact that were it not for
continuous and untiring work of our Secretary it is
Quite possible we would find ourselves quite disorgan
ized.

It has been the rule and custom of our Society to
hold an official meeting and peony show annually. If
it were possible to have more frequent meetings of the
membership we would see a vast difference in contin
ued enthusiasm which always develops at a show.
Within a little over a year the Society has elected reg
ional Vice Presidents whose efforts have proved very
effective and the shows they have sponsored have been
outstanding. My congratulations to all of them.

Our membership has been somewhat increased
during the past year and it is hoped that we can add
many more new members before our next annual meet
ing.

Our sources of income are limited to dues collected
from members, advertising in Bulletins and a profit
(until now) on sale of the Peony Manual.

It is therefore important that dues be paid
promptly and an effort made by each member to secure
a new member and sell a Peony Book. We have a large
stock of these Peony Manuals on hand that are doing
no good to anyone unless they are distributed among
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peony lovers and all interested persons should possess
this valuable book.

Until January 1st, 1939, the board of directors
have decided to make a very liberal offer of a new mem
bership and a peony manual for a very nominal price.
In addition each member will receive the bulletins as
they are published during the year. These bulletins
are most interesting and contain valuable information,
written by people recognized as the highest authority on
the subject of peonies.

Although our financial condition is improving it is
not as it should be. We must not be satisfied until we
wipe out an indebtedness of something over $700.00 as
shown by the annual statement printed in Bulletin No.
72 issued as the June number. If each member will
read the offer on page 58 of the Bulletin referred to
and make just a little effort to get a new member or
sell a manual we can soon get our ship on an even keel
and begin to realize our fondest hopes.

The condition of our Society depends for its con*
tinued existance upon growth and as your President, I
am asking each and every member to contribute some
thing of his time and influence to make a decided gain
in our strength before June 1939.

Your officers, try as they may, cannot do it all.
I am sincerely hoping for the co-operation of every
member.

Just a little done by each one of many is a good
deal better than much done by a few.
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The Big Little Show
ERNEST FLINT KELSEY

Today I was working among the peonies. It was
100 degrees but these sturdy plants took it on the chin
beautifully better than this man, for I scuttled to the
coolest spot and read the Bulletin. Harry F. Little
popped out of every corner of the book. Then I mused
a bit in the shade of the big cut leaf maple and a funny
little poem started a bornin', so here is the Little fellow.
Put a printer's ink diaper on him and tuck him into the
Bulletin Cradle. Rock him to sleep with this nursery
rhyme:

Little is much
In the peony hutch.

Sweatily yours,
E. F. Kelsey.

Over in Lansing
The Judges were glancing
At peonies, row upon row.
They were not non-commital,
For Harry F. Little
Ran away with most of the show.

I'm not a bit jealous
Of this Little man zealous,
Though others may grumble I know.
But I like him the better,
This Little go-getter,
'Tis the spirit we always should show.

If ever I meet him,
I'll heartily greet him,
And doff my garden chapeau.
Here's a cheer for you, Harry,
May you worthily carry
Those medals from big Little show.
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A Journey Through Peonyland
GEO. W. PEYTON, Rapidan, Va.

It is with some trepidation that I use the above
heading for this article, for the journey to be described
was made entirely through the land so recently describ
ed in an article in the Bulletin as filled with dead and
dying peonies so possibly the last word should have
been Peony Heaven. But whatever may be the proper
title, in it I shall make some attempt to tell of the
peonies I saw, so soon to become angels, if we can agree
with the aforementioned writer.

In my own garden a very mild winter with an ex
cess of rainfall was followed by an exceedingly dry
March and April with days of excessive heat and often
nights of severe frost. The plants made very tall
growth, as they came up in February, but the blooms
were rather small and many did not survive the ex
tremes of the heat and cold, wet and dry weather. The
first flower opened on April 14th and was the tree
peony Eclaireur. April 15 saw Anomala open and each
succeeding day brought others. Helen led the albiflora
procession on April 20. Peach Blow, that rather fine
semi-double so aptly told of by Mr. Baker recently,
made its debut on May 1. After that the pace was fast
and furious until cool weather and rains from May 10
on to the end of the season, slowed up the late ones, but
opened even Solange without spot or blemish.

It will not be necessary to dwell on my own flow
ers, but I must mention a few of the ones I was espe
cially glad to see in good condition. They will be those
not often seen. First I shall pay my tribute of praise
to Peach Blow. . It is a rather dwarf grower with good
stems and exceedingly floriferous. My plants were in
bloom almost the entire peony season from May 1 to
May 20th, rather a remarkable performance for one
variety. The flowers are of good size and a most pleas
ing color as its name would indicate. Helen was, as us
ual, very tall and very fine. A high light was the revel
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ation of the great beauty of Mrs. Fern Lough, one of
Mr. Gumra's later ones, whose dress is a soft light pink
worn with great distinction by a flower of much
beauty, of rose type. The plant is strong and upright.
Probably of equal beauty was Florence Bond, which I
dare say is known only to those who are fortunate
enough to have some of the fine varieties that Mr.
Gumm originated and which he never lived to see ap
preciated at their full value. This is a high built
flower with a full center, white faintly touched pink at
first and with an occasional red mark on an inner
petal. . It will make its mark or I am much mistaken.
I always look with much expectation for the blooming
of Mrs. James Kelway, the true one. For the first time
this year I saw it in some degree approach the perfec
tion the description leads us to expect. Close examina
tion brings the conclusion that it is very closely related
to Glorious and is probably a seedling of James Kel-
Way as Kelway' s Glorious is

, and so it is natural that it

bears much similarity to that sterling flower. In
passing it might be mentioned that Glorious was tall,
big and perfect, with a beauty seldom equalled by any
peony. It seemed that Mrs. James Kelway was a fuller
flower in the center and did not possess as rich a rose
fragrance as Glorious, but whether this was just fancy
on my part or not I cannot say. However that may be,
they are both grand and glorious.

Of a shade of pink somewhat similar to our
old friend, Edulis Superba was Liberty Bell a seedling
of Dr. Neeley. It is a flower that will fill a distinct
need in its color line and not lacking in the other quali
ties that make a good peony. Star of Beauty fully mer
ited its name. It is another Dr. Neeley peony, white
with a pink touch and many stamens showing in the
center, a real semi-double this year, but I expect often
quite full double.

It was an especial pleasure to me to have Mrs.
Harry F. Little repeat its performance of last year and
give me really delightful flowers on a rather small
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plant and late in the season. Westhill was not to be
outdone by its mistress and so I was rewarded with
very good flowers from it of its beautiful light pink.
Of more than ordinary interest to me was the blooming
of Colonel Nicholls' No. 2 which he so graciously named
for me this year. Duly discounting the rather pardon
able pride in having such a nice flower named for me
and maybe a little prejudiced in its favor, I think I may
truly say that it was one of the best flowers I had this
year. As it is registered elsewhere in this Bulletin, I
shall leave its description to the Colonel himself.

Having heard so many glowing reports of Nippon
Brilliant I was more than pleased when it opened its
gorgeous flower in my own garden for the first time
and more than that held its own in everyway against
many days of heat and storm. It is tall and even more
brilliant than was expected. It seems to have some
scarlet in its enormous guard petals. Delightfully
blushing is Angelas a single that we need, there being
far too few good ones in its class. We shall go far to find
as good a pink Jap as Mary Moy. It is worth having in
any garden that wishes the best. Holding out great
promise of ultimate perfection is Pico a pure white
single born on very strong stems and with foliage of
super beauty. It was originated by Mrs. Freeborn of
Proctor, Vermont. May the day soon come when it
will be found in many more gardens than it now graces.

Of that rich glowing color which many say is pink
and others are equally confident is red, is Mr. L. van
Leeuwen. A large rather wide open flat flower, it
possesses beauty of rather a surprising quality. As to
its color I may say that not being an expert I called
in the assistance of an artist and he says that while the
color effect may be red, yet it is really pink as it has
white in its composition. Technically any red that
has white mixed with it is pink and so we have to ad
mit probably that this flower and that immense new
single once named Imperial Pink but now changed to
Imperial Red (named correctly at first if we wish to
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be truly scientific, but correctly now if we follow the
crowd) are pink.

A pleasant surprise were the very fine flowers of
Governor Fuller. When it comes right it is really first
class. I was able to show it at one of the two local exhi
bitions I made and it was one of the centers of attrac
tion.

My real journey began on the ninth of June
when I wended my way to Friend Otis' hospitable home
in Woburn, Massachusetts. While I had been led to
believe that frosts and other things had played destruc
tion in his garden, I am inclined to think it was just a
gag to give me the pleasure of finding so many fine
flowers there. It was just about at its height and it was
a joy to go over and over his fine varieties and cuss and
discuss them with him. While I know it is a bad policy
to give too much encouragement to these fellows who
are beginning to have Seedlingitis, yet, relying on the
discreetness of my readers I may confide to them that
there are some very excellent originations of the owner
to be found in this garden. He even claimed that super
lative variety Elizabeth Huntington, found blooming
in perfection in eveiy garden visited from my own all
along the line, as his own, and great was his disillusion
ment when he found he had mistaken the label. Few
gardens contain as fine a collection of varieties as does
the garden of W. C. Otis. Among those which stood out
above the others in excellence I was most pleased to see
the tall, stalwart plants of Odile topped by blooms of
outstanding beauty. I still have hopes that my earlier
predictions for the success of this one will be fulfilled in
some gardens at least.

Dr. J. H. Neeley was blooming in such perfection
as would surely have warmed the heart of any one who
saw it. Star of Beauty, Liberty Bell, Florence Bond,
Mrs. Fern Lough repeated their excellent record in this
garden and also in that of William J. Doherty. A short
row of Victory Chateau Thierry made us realize why
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that one received one vote of 100 in the latest rating
list. Those of us who see its great beauty so consist
ently displayed in our gardens, wonder what may be
its fault that caused several low votes to lower it into
the 8.9 bracket. We have never found one. Similarly
we wonder what may have been the reason for a low
vote of 8 that caused Nick Shaylor to fall down to the
9.1 level when it is acknowledged by those who grow it
to be one of the greatest peonies of the day and which
for several seasons now has won the highest honors in
some sections with no failures reported anywhere.

One of the most remarkable sights in the garden
of Mr. Otis was that of two very small plants of Imper
ial Red bearing flowers of almost as great diameter as
the plants were high. That flower certainly makes its
presence known in any garden where it may be found
and it is a very agreeable presence.

Any one who may have the pleasure of visiting the
garden of that big, red-headed, genial Irishman with
the heart of gold, Bill Doherty, must stand in amaze
ment and admiration at the extremely large number
of varieties of the very best grown in such perfection
as Bill knows how to do it, and which so few of us at
tain. There is probably no garden of its size in this
country which has gathered in its small confines such

a collection of the world's best as may be found in this
one. And is Bill proud of it? I'll say he is and no one
has more grounds for his pride. In it we find Andrews'
Auten's; Brand's, Franklin's; Gumm's, Good and
Reese's; Brethour's, Neeley's; Secor's and Sass' best
as well as thei indispensables from Europe blooming in
perfection and profusion. In spite of the rain we went
through this garden row by row and noted every var
iety. To mention all wq saw would take several pages
of the Bulletin so we shall be content to mention the
ones rather new to us. Anne Nielsen and Mrs. J. H.
Perkins were fine in shades of pink and Good's Dream
was not a nightmare. Cornelia Stone was exceptional
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in light pink. W. L. Gumm was at the top as it will be
for many a day. Majestic was in good form as was
Crystola though we would like a better stem on it, but
it is as good as some other high rated favorites. It is
a rather large flat flower of pure white. Walter Lind-
gren in its garb of exquisite pink was one of the most
promising and L. W. Pollock which opened after my
visit was equally fine so I hear. Mrs. Bryce Fontaine
and W. E. Blanchette gave promise for the future in
reds, though they will have to look to their laurels if
they equal several of Mr. Brands famous reds of earlier
days. The garden was so full of various Nippons that
we almost thought we were in Japan. All of them were
of extra quality, but when we get Japs to surpass
Nippon Brilliant, Nippon Beauty and Sword Dance in
their own particular shades of red a great advance will
have to be made for they are very near perfection as it
may now be judged. Eloise and Mary Auten, light
pink and blush, were peonies that any one might be
proud to have and they will surely rank with the best.
In reds Dearborn was by the unanimous vote of the
three of us present the best one we saw then in bloom.
Tempest was there and it may be better on more mature
plants. It was darker and not very full. Regardless
of the faults that are sometimes ascribed to it, I never
see a plant of Hari-ai-nin (Japanese meaning The
Rival) in bloom that I do not think it almost perfection
in color and profusion of bloom. Probably the darkest
of any red Jap is Charm. Perfect in form and bearing
with a color unequalled in purity and richness, it eas
ily is the best of the very dark red Japs. In looking
over the long list of fine red Japs I have decided that
in my mind the following five are the best in order of
shade from light to dark. Nippon Brilliant, Sword
Dance, Nippon Beauty, Hari-ai-nin and Charm. As
fine red Japs are being produced so abundantly now
this list may have to undergo some change when several
new varieties observed on this trip and others to come
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are seen at their best. Moon of Nippon was a white
Jap that seemed to be quite distinct from the type set
by Isani Gidui and was a very distinguished looking
flower. Shirine in distinctive pink was a flower whose
charm is felt for days in pleasant memory. Blanche
Elie with almost no red showing seemed on comparison
the best of the three so-called white Jules Elie present.
A white that has many good qualities not least of which
is its rich perfume was Mrs. R. M. Bacheller. From
the garden of Mr. Doherty we went to Winchester to
see our good friend Mr. Thos. F. Higgins. Unfortun
ately by the time we reached there the rain had be
come more or less of a deluge so we were not able to go
through the row upon row of beautiful blooms which we
viewed longingly from the yard. But we did see tubs
full of splendid flowers in the garage being set up by
Friend Higgins and his jolly wife for a private show
they always hold each year for the pleasure of the com
munity. Here is an example too few of us follow for
such a show does much to promote the popularity of
the peony and all honor to those who take this extra
trouble to give pleasure to their friends who wish to
come. We saw there a very excellent seedling and one
which we shall hope to hear from in the future.
Sunday was bright and clear though hot (paper said

92). That afternoon we set out for Cherry Hill Nur
series and owing to the excellent memory of our driver,
(I dare not mention his name) we got lost in the maze
of country roads around that part of the state. Though
at one time it did seem hopeless, yet we eventually
"fetched up" at our destination and for an hour or two
under the able guidance of friend, Win. Thurlow, en
joyed the many beautiful things to be seen in this re
markable nursery. Our principal concern here was to
see the numerous fine seedlings still under trial. There
were many. White Japs the equal of any were on every
hand. Grand pink doubles of exquisite shade and tint
gave promise of good things in store for us in the fu
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ture. We shall not go into detail about these still un
named except to say that we may confidently expect the
reputation of Cherry Hill to be upheld by any intro
duction they may see fit to make in the future for they
use good common sense in any choice they may make
and nothing mediocre will ever find its way into com
merce bearing the Cherry Hill label. We made the
acquaintance of their new introduction Rapture and
we can well say that its name fittingly describes one's
feelings on first seeing it. It is a very full rose type
creamy white of excellent form and texture. We there
saw many very fine blooms of Margaret Atwood as it is
grown around Boston. This variety was found in an
importation of Whitley Major by Mr. B. H. Farr and
named by him. There seems to be two varieties under
that name now. The ones around Boston came from a
plant sent the late Mr. Arthur H. Fewkes by Mr. Farr
and I gather does not show any pink in its guard petals.
The other variety found in many gardens is tinted pink
otherwise very similar. Both are exceedingly fine
flowers. I find in an old catalogue of Mr. Farr the
description reads "pure white guards". The only dis
appointment felt on this visit was the fact that the
variety originated by Mr. Fewkes and which is in very
few gardens was not in bloom. Until we find out for
ourselves we shall have to take Win's word for it that
it is a sharp competitor of Nick Shaylor for high hon
ors.

It is always a pleasure to go to Cherry Hill. George
and Win make you feel by their hearty greetings and
untiring efforts to show you around that you are really
welcome and that it is only a pleasure to have you. We
missed the usual hearty handshake of Mr. Stranger,
but we met his worthy son. Among the many interest
ing things to be seen at Cherry Hill are the large stocks
of choice rhododendrons growing under lath screens.
The show room was filled with choice specimens of
every kind of shrub and flower needed on any estate.
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The arrangements were very attractive and natural.
Monday it rained in the morning, but after lunch

we again made the rounds of Doherty's garden and col
lected his exhibit for Lansing. Many pleasant hours
were also spent in the home garden and some flowers
were cut there for the show.

Bright and early on Tuesday morning we left for
Lansing. A glorious day and a glorious ride by motor
through the beautiful scenery of the Mohawk Trail
from Boston to Troy and from there to Camillus where
we greeted Harry Little on his diamond (or some
where near it) birthday. Col. Nicholls and his son
showed up soon after we arrived and we spent the
afternoon and evening going over the peonies just at
the height of their glory or maybe just a little past it.
Every one who reads this article knows that this gar
den contains almost every peony worth growing and
grown as they should be. So it will be only a waste of
time and space to mention them here as they will be giv
en some attention later on. Platters full of fried chicken
(that is the good of living on a chicken farm) quarts of
strawberries if you wanted them and all the accompani
ments (especially the rich cream) constituted the
bountiful birthday supper. A trip to the cold storage
plant, a dish of ice cream and a good talk with Harry
ended a long and perfect day.

Early Wednesday morning found us going over
again and again those magnificent flowers refreshed
by a night of coolness. We noted especially the many
fine seedlings of Mr. Little and saw some that were not
sent to Lansing. While we had much trouble tearing
ourselves away from Westhill, we finally got started
and reached our goal for the day, London, Ontario,
some hours before sunset. After locating ourselves for
the night in one of the most beautiful and delightful
tourist homes it has ever been my lot to encounter, we
paid a surprise visit to that prince of good fellows, Mr.
W. E. Saunders. Hospitably greeted at the door by his



16 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN

charming daughter to whom we were utter strangers,
we were shown to the garden where we found Mr. Saun
ders busily planting iris. He immediately stopped his
labors and showed us his treasures which have over
flowed into the gardens of his neighbors. To me the
high light of his garden was a very beautiful small wild
flower garden and in it is found an extremely interest
ing collection of ferns and what was more of interest to
me, a plant of that very beautiful native orchid cypri-
pedium reginae which had twenty-four flowers just
unfolding. Hard by was a plant of that very rare and
dainty orchid cypripedium candidum which had a very
ingenious device for supplying water to its roots with
its own individual hydrant.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation are due him,
his daughter and gracious wife for an evening that
shall always rank high in our memory as one of unalloy
ed pleasure.

Early in the afternoon of Thursday we reached
Lansing. We first located the site of the Show and
then a lodging house. The balance of the day was spent
in getting things started for setting up Mr. Little's
exhibit. That evening we had a pleasant time at the
Olds Hotel meeting old friends and making new ones,
answering a few questions over the radio and generally
having a good time. Bright and early the next morning
we were at the Show Room where we got everything in
readiness for Messrs. Little and Thurlow so they could
at once proceed to the important business of getting
the flowers in shape. There were many willing hands
to help including a number of boys from the Industrial
Institute. But probably the most heartening sieftt of
all was to see our good friend, Bonnewitz trundling a
wheelbarrow of five gallon containers full of water and
flowers from the water end of the room all the way to
the extreme far end and never lose a drop or a flower.
He was ably assisted by Mrs. Otis and Mrs. Staeck.
This was done not once but many times. After many
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hours of hardwork which lasted all night and until noon
the day of Judgment, the flowers were finally in place
and that our labors were a success is proved by the
account of Mr. Little's exhibit in the last Bulletin. No
one can deny it was hard work, but it was also a very
great pleasure to arrange the flowers in alphabetical
order to see the magnificent blooms slowly unfold when
the bags were removed, watch the unerring judgment
of the master in selecting his blooms for the various
classes and then seeing him reap the rewards he so
justly deserved.

While it may be but idle repetition yet I must state
again the fact that in the expressed opinion of every
one present, Mr. Little put on the most comprehensive
exhibit of the finest and best peonies in the world today,
that has ever been staged at any Show. While we deep
ly implore the fact that local weather conditions ren
dered it impossible for the local exhibitors to show flow
ers of the best quality, yet we feel that this Show was
probably as good as any that was ever staged by the
Society and the statement was publicly made by Mr.
A. M. Brand who has attended nearly every show for
twenty or more years, that he enjoyed this show more
than he had ever done a show before and that is saying
a lot for no one seems to get more genuine pleasure out
of one than he does.

It may be in order here to make some comment on
varieties that struck me as being extra fine and to com
ment upon some other things that seem worth while to
note. By reference to the June Bulletin any one may
get a very complete list of the varieties exhibited. Prob
ably the variety that attracted the most attention was
the excellent bloom of Mrs. Livingston Farrand shown
in Class I. It was always surrounded by a crowd and
was photographed many times in color and black and
white. Why doesn't some one who took a good color
picture of it send one to our good editor? Maybe it
could be reproduced some time if funds would allow.



18 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN

Its wonderful color was the marvel of the beholders.
Vieing with it for high honors was Harry F. Little
shown in the best of form in several classes. It was the
only entry made in the class for best bloom in the show
but curiously enough that bloom was not the one that
won the honor but another one of the same variety
taken from another class. As the judges were allowed
to select blooms thought worthy from other classes to
compete for this honor there was quite stiff competi
tion. Some of the varieties noted that were offered by
the judges were Mrs. Harry F. Little, Margaret, Lough,
A. B. C. Nicholls, Mrs. Edward Harding and possibly
one or two more that were not noted but the awards
were made first to Harry F. Little, second to Mrs. J.
V. Edlund and third to Mrs. A. M. Brand. It is worth
knowing that these three winning blooms were all
peonies to which the Gold Medal of the Society had for
merly been awarded and that both Harry F. Little and
Mrs. J. V. Edlund have won the highest honors that can
be bestowed on a peony, namely the Gold Medal of the
Society, the American Home Achievement Medal for
the best new peony shown and the B. H. Farr Medal
for the best bloom in the show. Mrs. J. V. Edlund has
won the last named medal twice. It is also noteworthy
that all the blooms thought worthy to compete for the
honor of best bloom in the show were either white or
blush and that of late years a white or blush flower
has always won it. It was stated in the account of the
show in the June Bulletin that the variety A. B. C.
Nicholls had not been shown before at a National
Show. This is an error. It won as No. 9 an Honorable
Mention at Toronto and also received two votes as the
best flower in the show there. As shown at Lansing
it was a flower of great beauty and distinction. There
were several errors in our good Secretary's account of
the Show which he tried in vain to correct. Uncle Sam
played him a mean trick by delaying delivery of the cor
rections until too late to have them made. The names
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of the two missing varieties in Class 5 were from these
three, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Mrs. A. M. Brand and Vic
tory Chateau Thierry. Which one was finally removed
I do not know but they were all good enough to be in it.
In Class No. 58 the names in Mr. Otis' collection were :
Clemenceau, Dr. J. H. Neeley, Myrtle Gentry, Odile and
Phyllis Kelway.

Mr. Doherty's list was Elsa Sass, Denise, Majestic,
Mary Auten and Minuet. It may be mentioned in pass
ing that these blooms in both these classes were prob
ably the best blooms of those varieties shown. They
were examples of how much rough treatment a peony
bloom can receive and still come out in fine condition.
They were out in the rain, kept in a cellar, shoved into
the trunk of a car carried over three hundred miles on
a hot day then stored, taken out of storage and shipped
five hundred more miles by express, put off in a corner
in the show room and finally set up and were still in
almost as good condition as the best blooms in the show.
They won special commendation in Mr. Auten's account
of the Show in the Flower Grower.

Some varieties that seem worth while mentioning
in Mr. Little's Class No. 1 and other classes were W. L.
Gumm, a white that will stand with the best in its color
class; Margaret Lough, in splendid form; Robert El-
Lee, a flower of great beauty and refinement, not es
pecially large, yet always of perfect form and behavior
as was the famous man for whom it was named. Rio
Grande a new red of Mr. Newhouse's origination and
one that will be counted among the best we think ; Burt
Shaylor a pink that may be good, this one has slipped
into our shows through chance as Mr. Allison has
never really given it that name, though it will probably
be allowed to stand now that it is out in aristocratic
company; Cornelia Stone, Florence Bond, and Mrs.
Fern Lough have been commented on previously. They
were equally outstanding wherever seen. Garden
Princess in rich silvery pink and Mrs. J. H. Neeley
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white with its peculiar tone of dawn in the center were
two of Dr. Neeley's good ones that will hold their own
in any crowd. Massachusetts, whose prevailing tone
is light pink is one of Thurlow's good new ones. I al
ways take pleasure in seeing some of the old ones offifty years or more ago come in for some of the glory soI call particular attention to the presence in this not
able collection of the following: Adolphe Rousseau,
Avalanche, Baroness Schroeder, Charles Verdier, Eu
gene Verdier, Felix Crousse, Francois Rousseau,
James Kelway, Modele de Perfection, Mons. Krelage,
and Venus. Many more found places in the other ex
hibits in this class.

Coming to the exhibits of singles and Japanese it
is rather strange that none of these had flowers com
parable to the doubles in excellence and quality. Some
very interesting varieties were shown in the Japanese
classes among them being Ecstasy a fine pink whose
name should be changed as Dr. Brethour has the first
right to this name as his Ecstasy was registered many
years before this one came into commerce; Margaret
Atwood with a pink tone, Thurlow's No. 9-1, a rose
pink that is good. Solo Flight, Sunburst, Tamate Boku,
Antwerpen and Hakodate were some others not often
seen but fine.

There were few singles shown with which we were
not all familiar. The outstanding newcomers were
Arcturus, Auten's red par excellence, Man o' War, Mr.
Brand's best red, and English Elegance which, but for
the fact that its carpels become very unattractive with
age, would be a candidate for the honor of the best
pink that is good. Solo Flight, Sunburst, Tamate Boku,
carpels.

Some attention must be given here to the new
seedlings shown. For the first time, so far as I know,
first, second and third place was awarded in the seed
ling classes and a special entry required for the Ameri
can Home Achievement Medal for the best new seed
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ling peony shown which has been named and recogniz
ed. These are somewhat vague conditions and need to
be clarified. In this special class only two entries were
made, Mr. Little's Westhill, a large light pink, former
ly known as No. 43 and winner of an Honorable Men
tion in Boston in 1935, which won first and Merrimac,
a tall violet pink, shown and originated by Cherry Hill
and not by Mr. Little as stated in several accounts of
this show. The vote was very close, seven to five. So
far as observed no honor was awarded Merrimac
though it seemed well worthy of one. Did the Seedling
Committee overlook it? The class was not staged with
the other seedling entries. Has it ever won an honor
at a show? Not knowing its number before it was
named we cannot find the record.

We find Mr. Reineke's No. 125 winning first in
Class No. 17 seedlings which have received no previous
recognition. No further award seems to have been
given it though Mr. Little's No. 3 which won second in
this class and Cottage Gardens No. 106 a good dark red
winning third were awarded Honorable Mention.
First in Class 18 was won by that very fine white with
a pink overtone, Mrs. Harry F. Little which as R-3 won
an Honorable Mention in Boston in 1935? Onondaga
an American Home Achievement Medal peony won
second and Mr. Boehland's seedling third. A fine
flower, medium light pink, not winning an award was
Little's No. 7 named after his fine daughter, Lulu
Little. She deserved it for no one could have worked
with more zeal than she did in setting up these exhibits.

It was fine to see the miniature flowers receiving
due recognition. Two reds shown by Mr. Auten have
been named June Brilliant and Lucky Star.

Cottage Gardens had some very promising seed
lings in these classes. Those mentioned winning Hon
orable Mention were all red doubles or semi-doubles
except 24 which was a red Jap. The seedling shown by
Mr. G. J. Boehland in Class 18 was No. 31-160 and so
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far has not been named. It is unique in its coloring of
blush guard petals, creamy yellow collar with pink tints
and pale pink crown. Of the new seedlings shown it
seemed to me that Mr. Reineke's were noteworthy for
their seemingly excellent substance and refined beauty.
It is to be hoped that we shall see more of them at our
future shows and especially at New York next year.
It may not be amiss right here to urge every one who
possibly can to make every effort to have their best
flowers there for not often will such an opportunity
offer itself to bring the peony into such prominence as
we can hope to gain for it at that enormous exposition.
Those who have new seedlings to show should be eager
to take advantage of this opportunity to show them
to the world.

Tucked away in an inconspicuous place was a new
seedling which, while not being in the best condition yet
seemed to me to give promise of rather a remarkably
fine flower and really out of the ordinary in the forma
tion of its center. The flower was a creamy white and
was named Louise Lossing shown by Mrs. Evelyn Los-
sing of Norwich, Ontario, and was the only exhibit
from Canada. Another cause of our frequent wonder
is why there was encountered such difficulties in get
ting entries from Canada into this country for this
show when on Page 8 of Circular B. E. P. Q.-Q 37, Dept.
of Agriculture, it is very distinctly and plainly stated
"That cut flowers from the Dominion of Canada may
be imported into the United States without permit or
other restriction." What was the trouble?

Two of Mr. Brand's new varieties were well shown
by Mr. Lindgren. They were Oliver F. Brand a fine
blush peony and Walter Lindgren a sure enough late
Therese and having all that famous variety's well de
served charm of color and form. We look for many
honors to come its way.

Many of us were much disappointed that the con
flict of the Annual Meeting with the Coronation of the
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Queen kept us from making a closer acquaintance with
Her Most Gracious Majesty and her attractive attend
ants. The brief moment of conversation after the ban
quet convinced at least two or three of us that a more
prolonged interview would have been highly desirable.
Let us hope that at future shows a better arrange
ment can be worked out and that there will be no such
disappointments.

We missed sorely the presence of Prof. A. P.
Saunders and his beautiful flowers. Why he chose
Boston instead of Lansing to show them we do not
know, but he doubtless had good and sufficient reasons.
But Boston had seen them often while Lansing had
never been so fortunate and the show lost a wonderful
display of flowers seldom seen anywhere.

In closing this account of the show we can but pay
tribute to the two men Messrs. Kriek and Krone, who
in spite of the very serious handicaps of weather and
some lack of experience in handling such a show, never
theless stuck to the job and brought order out of chaos
and victory out of seemingly inevitable defeat. We
think a little more cooperation would have lightened
their load considerably and it is to be hoped that in all
future shows the Society will take steps to lend help
where needed and so insure a smooth running organiza
tion which will know exactly where they stand. Our
Secretary cannot do everything. He should have a
competent Show Committee to aid him.

On Sunday afternoon Mr. John A. Bongers and
myself boarded a train for Toronto. We spent Mon
day in the garden of Dr. Brethour. Many of us think
it quite a hardship to have to go a few hundred yards
to our peony garden, but what would we think if we had
to go thirty miles as the good Doctor does? His gar
den was filled with a gorgeous display of flowers, more
than we had seen anywhere else. In spite of an ex
ceedingly hot day we went over and over again the rows
of fine flowers, many of which were seedlings of the
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Doctor's. There we saw Blanche Elie in perfection
and very similar andj maybe even a better Lady of the
Snows which seems to lack the red markings which
sometimes mar the beauty of Blanche Elie. Aileen
Brethour was blooming in great profusion and was
very attractive and a worthy namesake of that charm
ing young lady. Tall, graceful and alluring was La
Canadienne in white. June Athalie, in pink, was also
one of the best. Somewhat similar to the Jules Elie
type was Ecstasy, the rightful bearer of the name. It
has much more color in the bomb than the two mention
ed above. A dominant factor in the landscape at one
end of the garden was the large blush single, Josette.
This was among the finest singles I was privileged to
see on this entire trip. The peony that will bear the
name of the Doctor's wife had not opened well and we
missed seeing its beauty which a letter from the Doctor
tells me was very impressive. We also missed a new
one Hidden Blushes, well described by its name.
Shirine had not opened wide. Growing in this garden
were several seedlings of one of Dr. Brethour's friends,
Mr. Rolph. Of the number there were the following
which seemed fine : Lady Eleanor, medium light pink,
Lady Rolph, another pink, Mrs. Lawrence, a pink of
similar shade to Blanche King and a peony which at
tracts much attention, and Mrs. Love, a light pink.

Some other peonies of the Doctor's must be men
tioned. Chastity is a large white flat bomb type with
much yellow in it. Amazement is very showy in bril
liant light rosy red, loosely built. We liked the beauti
ful flesh pink In Memoriam. Many others had been
divided last year and so were not at their best.

Leaving Toronto and my hospitable hosts and also
my good friend Bongers, I carried with me many mem
ories of the good time we had, not least of these being a
dinner with one of Canada's real farmers, Mr. Dunlop,
not so many years over from North Ireland. His cap
able wife fed us whole broiled chickens each and heap
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ing dishes of every kind of vegetable and strawberries
fresh from their immense patch with rich country
cream until we could eat no more. Who would not long
to return?

The next two days were spent with my good friend
Colonel Nicholls at his home in Ithaca, New York.
While most of his peonies had passed their prime he
had saved several of his best for me to see and there
were still lingering some very good flowers. Owing
to the fact that all of his plants had been divided either
last year or in 1936, there were no very mature plants,
but if one can judge by the excellence of the flowers
seen from these youngsters, there is certainly many a
treat coming when they get more mature. He has
quite a number of Japs in reds and more interesting
to me, in many shades of pink that are now almost
unknown among our well distributed varieties. We
can look forward to seeing some fine pinks that are
really needed come from his garden. There are also
still some very fine doubles on trial some of which will
be named. I was sorry not to see his red Jap, Mrs.
Wilder Bancroft at its best. The blooms had passed.
It looks like it may be found right at the top. My par
ticular interest was centered in the five peonies to
which he has given names and which seem destined to
rank among the finest in the world. The four whites
were every one excellent in stem and foliage and glor
ious in bloom. Seeing many plants of Mrs. Farrand
growing in various situations, the conviction was
forced on me that the rumor that it is a bad performer
in the garden is without foundation in fact. It is ad
mitted that its stems are not the equal of a Martha
Bulloch, but few are. They are far better than those
of many very highly rated peonies. They were bending
but always held the flowers well off the ground. The
substance of the flowers is not as good as that of many,
but it is as good as the average, or even better. It is
impossible to get every good quality in a flower and one
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can name almost no fine peony that does not have some
fault. This one has the supreme excellence of glorious
color and is as well endowed with other good qualities
as the great majority of others so why worry? Its pur
chasers will not regret having put their cash into such
a wonderful flower. It is worthy of note that of the
seven peonies named so far by the Colonel, three have
won high honors at our recent Annual Shows. Two of
them have never been exhibited at these shows. These
are registered and described elsewhere in this Bulletin.
We hope similar high honors await them. It was a
pleasure to me to renew my acquaintance with Dr. J.
S. Webb and meet his accomplished and entertaining
wife while in Ithaca.

Colonel Nicholls has taken many colored pictures
of his peonies and irises this year and we hope that
some arrangement may be made so that many of us can
see them as they are in the near future.

Here must end the story of the most delightful
peony journey I have ever made. So many old friends
were seen once more, so many new ones made. It
would be unpardonable if I did not here acknowledge
my indebtedness, which can only be paid in lasting
friendship ,to my gracious hosts at every point and
the generosity of those who made this trip possible.

SHENANDOAH SHOW
REPORT OF FIRST REGIONAL PEONY SHOW IN DISTRICT NO. 7,
SPONSORED BY THE SOCIETY AND HELD IN THE ARMORY AT

SHENANDOAH, IOWA, JUNE 4 AND 6
I am pleased to submit a report of the first regional peony show

held in district No. 7, comprising the states of Missouri, Kansas,
Nebraska and Iowa. Knowing the aims and ideals of the Society, in
inaugurating the regional district, and having spoken in favor of such
an arrangement at the meeting in Toronto, Canada in 1936, it fell
to my lot to receive the appointment as regional vice-president for
this district. At the time of my appointment at Lincoln, Neb., I had
many doubts as to my ability to handle the situations that would arise
in staging a show. Having attended many shows, I had no misgivings
in regards the amount of work that would develop, if a show were
held and in that particular I was not disappointed. In regards the
other, I am not certain.

I was fortunate in finding a splendid location for the show. The
garden club at Shenandoah, Iowa signified its willingness to cooperate
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with me in staging a peony show in connection with their annual flower
show. I went there in January and met with their committees and
plans were outlined for a show. Mr. Clair Russell, secretary of the
Chamber of Commerce was appointed show chairman and Mrs. Ross
Salmon was president of the garden club. To them must go much of
the credit for a successful show. They worked very hard, not only
in regards the show room and its arrangements and needs, but also
in the arrangements for a very wonderful parade of floats and bands
and also for choosing a peony queen.

The parade consisted of six bands and twenty floats beautifully
decorated. The bands were well uniformed and gave a sparkling per
formance. The beauty of the floats was enhanced by carrying some
of the candidates for Queen and in addition, some contained large
baskets of peonies. The writer thought the float from Hamburg,
Iowa, particularly outstanding. The successful candidate for Queen
was Mary Jo Lomaa of Red Oaks, Iowa. It had been anticipated that
the Queen of the regional show would go to the National Show at
Lansing, but owing to her youth, her parents were unwilling for her
to go unaccompanied and conditions at that time made it impossible for
them to accompany her, hence the plans were changed overnight.

The most pleasing feature of the show, to me, was the interest
and the splendid cooperation I received from members of the Society
from the four states. All states were represented at the show and
a delegation of ten came from Topeka, Kansas. Mr. L. E. Foster of
York, Neb., sent many sparkling blooms, but owing to sickness he
could not be present. Mr. Otto Koerth of Fredericksburg, Iowa, came
three hundred miles with his blooms and among them was Golden Glow,
one of Mr. Glasscock's splendid hybrids, grown and shown as befits that
variety. In addition he had a tree peony Reinpo, in perfect condition,
the finest I ever saw in any show. Rev. Wm. Lockhart of Des Moines,
Iowa, brought many fine blooms and the writer brought his quota.

Due to the freeze in late April the nurseries were hard hit in
Shenandoah and they were unable to make the showing they hoped
to. It remained for Sjulin Bros., of Inter-State Nurseries, Hamburg,
Iowa, to fill the breach and they did it nobly. In the open classes,
excepting the Japs and singles, they swept the show. They showed
superlative blooms and they had them in abundance. They worked
hard and the splendid success of the show must be attributed in great
part to them. I never saw finer blooms in any show than they showed
at Shenandoah, la. They are doing much for the peony in Iowa.
They have a splendid peony list; they stage their own show at
Hamburg, Iowa, and they show in all other shows they can. They are
aggressiive; they are fellows well met; they are alive, they play the
game for the love of it and its some game they play.

As before stated, the freeze in April so affected the nurseries at
Shenandoah that they could not enter No. 1 class hence there were but
two entries. Inter-State Nurseries and the writer's. Inter-State'o
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exhibit rated with any 100-bloom exhibit seen in our National shows
and they received first honors while the writer's exhibit, being fair,
received second.

I shall list the varieties in Class No. 1 and the first place winners
in other classes except in collection classes where the competition
was keen and the blooms good. In others I shall name the outstanding
blooms, to conserve space.

Class No. 1 80 to 100 blooms, Inter-State Nursery, 1st award:
Martha Bulloch, Lillian Gumm, Hermoine, Livingstone, Evelyn Varies,
Kelway's Queen, Franklin's Pride, La Perle, Mons. Jules Elie, Lady Kate,
Grace Batson, Claire Dubois, Sarah Bernhardt, Walter Faxon, Nancy
Dolman, Phoebe Carey, Rosa Bonheur, Milton Lockwood, Milton Hill,
Mme. Jules Dessert, Anna Sass, Belle, E. C. Shaw, Admits, Last Rose,
Elwood Pleas, Laverne Christman, Pink Pearl, Chestine Gowdy, Tour
angelle, Pink Beauty, La Perle, Cornelia Shaylor, Nina Secor, Queen
of Hamburg, Marietta Sisson, Rosabel, Eugene Bigot, Mons. M.
Cahusac, Philippe Rivoire, LeCygne, Alsace Lorraine, Georgiana
Shaylor, June Day, Albert Crousse, Florence McBeth, Coral Queen,
Minuet, Biebrich, H. P. Sass, Hansina Brand, Mignon, Evening Star,
A. P. Saunders, The Disc, Harry L. Richardson, Mary Brand, John
M. Good, Mme. Emile Lemoine, Longfellow, Alice Harding, Gloriana,
Katharine Havemeyer, La Tulipe, Pink Opal, A. M. Slocum,
La Tendresse, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Frances Willard, Solonge, Jas.
Kelway, Mrs. John M. Kleitsch, Grover Cleveland, E. G. Hill, Priam,
Pres. F. D. Roosevelt, Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt, Sensation, Daniel Boone,
Henry Avery, Minnie Shaylor, Marie Lemoine, Jubilee, Mahal, Apollo,
Minerva, Gene Stratton Porter, Diana, Anna Sass, A. B. Franklin, Queen
of Sheba, Alex D. Vories, Karl Rosefield, Caroline Mae Nelson, Lady
A. Duff, Kelway's Glorious, Blanche King, Frankie Curtis, Jeannot.

Second Award, J. A. Bongers Argentine, Alice Harding, Alsace
Lorraine, Henry Avery, Adolphe Rousseau, Allure, August-e Dessert,
Baroness Shroeder, Blanche Elie, Cherry Hill, Duchess de Nemours,
E. C. Shaw, Eugenie Verdier, Felix Crousse, Lady Eleanor, Eliza, Ella
Christensen, Elsa Sass, Eliz. Huntington, Festiva Maxima, Elise Renault,
Frankie Curtis, Faith Fenton, Garden Princess, Florence McBeth,
Glorious, Grace Ott, Georgiana Shaylor, General Gorgas, Gloriana, Han
sina Brand, H. F. Reddick, John M. Good, Jas. Kelway, June Day,
Judge Berry, Jubilee, Katharine Havemeyer, La Lorraine, Lady A.
Duff, Karl Rosefield, Longfellow, La Perle, Luxor, Luetta Pfieffer,
Mary Brand, Mons. Jules Elie, Mons. Martin Cahuzac, Madelon, Mme.
Jules Dessert, Mme. Calat, Matilda Lewis, Mme. De Verneville, Mme.
Emile Lemoine, Mt. Blanc, Marie Crousse, Nanette, Lalla Ralph, Priam,
Philippe Rivoire, Solange, Reine Hortense, Phyllis Kelway, Pink Opal,
Mahal, Sweet Memory, Susan B. White, Walter Faxon, Winnifred
Domme, Tourangelle, David Harum, Richard Carvel, Grace Batson,
Blanche King, Therese, Le Cygne, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, June A thalie, Mary
W. Shaylor, Mrs. Frank Beach, Lillian Gumm, Helen Fellows, Mrs. Job.
Kelway, Lora Dexhehner, Marie Lemoine, Mrs. F. A. Goodrich, Mrs.
John M. Good, Shirine.

Class No. 2 20 varieties, 3 blooms to vase. In this class Inter-
State showed 20 varieties, all of which were very fine, placing first:
Jubilee, Solange, Tourangelle, Hermoine, Lady Kate, Queen of Sheba,
Grover Cleveland, Thor, Martha Bulloch, Grace Batson, Adonis, Minerva,
LaLorraine, Elsa Sass, H. P. Sass, Sarah Bernhardt, Evening Star,
Claire Dubois, The Disc, Harry L. Richardson.
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Rev. W. L. Lockhart, Des Moines, Iowa, won second award. Out
standing were: Martha Bulloch, Lora Dexheimer, Mme. Emile Lemoine,
La France, June Day, Aplolphe Rousseau, Francis Willard, Claire Du
bois, Cherry Hill, Judge Berry, Longfellow.

3rd Award went to May Seed Co., Shenandoah. Particularly good
were: June Day, Eugene Verdier, Reine Hortense, Festivia Maxima,
Ben Franklin.
Class No. 3 10 varieties, 3 blooms to vase:
Inter -.State again placed first with ten choice varieties, all in condition
that would make them hard to beat in any show roc^m Coral
Queen, Milton Hill, Anna Sass, Mahal, Chestine Gowdy, Sensation,
Richard Carvel, Mme. Emile Lemoine, Kelway's Queen, Last Rose.

Rev. W. L. Lockhart .second; Martha Bulloch, Mons. Jules Elie, Mme.
Emile Lemoine, Richard Carvel, Sarah Bernhardt, Reine Hortense,

Therese, Chas. McKellip, Mue De Verneville, Lora Dexheimer.
Henry Field Seed Co., 3rd. Particularly good were: Long f."Alow,
Walter Faxon, Reine Hortense, Mons. Martin Cahuzac, E. B.
Browning, Pink Opal.

Class No. 4 Ten blooms, one variety, in one container, white.
Inter-State, 1st: Evening Star.
Second, No Award.
Field's Seed Co., 3rd: Mrs. Frank Beach.

Class No. 5 Ten blooms, Dark Pink.
Inter-State Nurseries, 1st: Lady Kate.
J. A. BongeYs, 2nd: Mons. Jutes Elie.
Field Seed Co., 3rd: Reine Hortense.

Class No. 6 10 blooms, light pink.
Inter-State, 1st: H. P. Sass
Field Seed Co., 2nd: Georgiana Shaylor.
3rd, No Award.

Class No. 7 10 blooms, red.
Inter-State, 1st: Grover Cleveland.
Field's Seed Co., 2nd: Karl Rosefield.
3rd, No Award.

Class No. 8 Six blooms, 1 variety in one container.
Inter-State, 1st: Martha Bulloch.J. A. Bongers, 2nd: Alice Harding.
L. E. Foster, 3rd: Minnie Shaylor.

Class No. 9 Court of Honor, 5 blooms of different varieties, in one
container.
Inter-State, 1st: Queen of Sheba, Caroline Mae Nelson, La Lorraine,

Nancy Dolman, Evening Star.
L. E. Foste"r, 2nd: Karl Rosefield, Solange, Mrs. A. M. Brand,

Lillian Gumm, Myrtle Gentry.
May Seed Co., 3rd: Pink Opal, Livingstone, Mons. M. Cahuzac.

Francis Willard, A. P. Saunders.
Class No. 10 3 blooms, one named variety in one container.

Inter-State, 1st : Minerva.J. A. Bongers, 2nd: Jas. Kelway.
Otto Koerth, 3rd: Marie Jacquin.

Class No. 11 3 blooms, one named variety, pink.'
Inter-State, 1st: Martha Bulloch.J. A. Bongers, 2nd: Alsace Lorraine.
May Seed Co., 3rd: Livingstone.

Class No. 12 3 blooms, one variety, red.
Inter-State, 1st: Grover Cleveland.
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J. A. Bongers, 2nd: Priam.
May Seed Co., 3rd: Rachel.

Class 13 Collection of 10 or more Japs. Mine was the only entry
in this class. The blooms were in prime condition and stood
throughout the show. The varieties shown were:

Ama-no-sode, Rashoomon, Mr. L. van Leeuwen, Roberta, Some-
Ganoka, Currant Jap, Nippon Chief, Isani-Gidui, Nippon
Splendor, Mary Moy, Nippon Brilliant, Tomate Boku, Sunburst,
Fuyajo, Hari-ai-nin, Henri Potin, Nippon Beauty, Instituteur
Doriat, Polar Star, Geisha-Sass, Toro-no-mnki.

Class No. 14 6 blooms, one named variety in one container.
Inter-State, 1st: Polar Star.J. A .Bongers, 2nd: Rashoomon.
3rd, No .Entry.

Class No. 15 3 blooms, one named variety.
May Seed Co., 1st: Rashoomon.
L. E. Foster, 2nd: Mikado.
J. A .Bongers, 3rd: Nippon Beauty.

Class 16 Single Division:
Single Division
Collection of 10 or more singles. I had no opposition in this class.

Blooms were very good and stood up well. The varieties shown
were: Helen LeJour, President Lincoln, Edith West, Imperial
Red, White Perfection, Wedding Day, Verdun, Toreador, Pride
of Langport, Shirley Walker, Bun Lou, Departing Sun, Mischief,
English Elegance, Mr. Thim, Jimmie Franklin, Arcturus,
Minnehaha.

Class No. 17 6 blooms, one variety No entry.
Class No. 18 3 blooms, one variety.

J. A. Bongers, 1st: Pride of Langport.
2nd, No entry.
3rd, No Entry.

Group No. 2, Advanced Amateur Classes
Class No. 19 50 and not less than 40 named varieties in separate

containers. This class was well represented and made a fine
showing. In Classes 19 and 20 were to be found many of the
choice blooms of the show. I won 1st award in this class and
received stiff opposition from L. E. Foster, of York, Nebraska.

The varieties shown were: Alsace Lorraine, Alice Harding,
Adolphe Rousseau, Blanche Elie, Auguste Dessert, E. C. Shaw,
Ella Christiansen, Elsa Sass. Faith Fenton, Philippe Rivoire,
Reins Hortense, Thercse, Tourangelle, Madelon, Mons. M.
Cahuzac, Mt. Blanc, Richard Carvel, Georgiana Shaylor, Mrs.
John M. Good, Henry Avery, Hansina Brand, Grace Off, Judge
Berry, Garden Princess, June Day, Helen Fellows, Marie
Crousse, Nick Shaylor, Matilda Lem's, Priam, Walter Faxon.
Jos. Kelway, Baroness Shroeder, Lady Eleanor, La Lorraine,
La France, Karl Rosefield, Katharine Havemeyer, Lady A.
Duff, Luxor, Mmc. Emile Lcmoine, La Perle, Mary Brand,
Mons. Jules Elie, Mme. Jules Dessert, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Long
fellow, Eliz. Huntington, Euqenie Verdier.

L. E. Foster won 2nd award. The varieties shown were: Fanny
Lee, Eugene Bigot, Ar>iator Lindbergh. Mrs. John M. Lewis,
Karl Rosefield, Richard Carvel, Ruth Force, Mons. Jules Elie,
Mons. M. Cahuzac, Mrs. Dean Funk, Therese, A. P. Saunders,
Milton Lockwood, Standard Bearer, Lillian Gumm, Myrtle
Gentry, Floweret of Eden, Eliz. Huntington, Caudeur, Mme.
Auguste Dessert, Claire Dubois, Reine Hortense, Pres. Wilson,
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Pride of Essex, Lady A Duff, Mine. Jules Dessert, Milton Hill,
Mrs. Edw. Harding, Nymphaea, Laura Vories, Deedie May, Mrs.
E. J. Shay lor, Minnie Shay lor, Adonis, Boule de Neige, Nina
Secor, Bayadere, A. P. Saunders, Solange, Mrs. A. M. Brand,
La Lorraine, Mt. Blanc, Rev. H. Tragitt, Le Cygne.

Class No. 20 Collection of 20 varieties in separate containers.
L. E. Foster, 1st, Blooms shown: Chas. McKellip, Mons. M.

Cahuzac, Karl Rosefield, Mine. Gaudichau, Lillian Guinm,
Clemenceau, Livingstone, E. G. Hill, Claire Dubois, Deedie May,
Pride of Essex, Reine Hortense, La Lorraine, Sarah Carstensen,
Eliz. Huntington, Mabel Franklin, Mrs. A, M. Brand, Boule
de Neige, Laura Dessert, Nina Secor.

3. A. Bongers, 2nd. Varieties shown: Mons. Jides Elie, Mme.
Emile Lemoine, Hansina Brand, Luxor, Phyllis Kelway, Mary
Brand, Judge Berry, Georgiana Shaylor, Lady A. Duff, Rich
ard Carvel, Karl Rosefield, Garden Princess, Mme. Jules Dessert,
Philippe Rivoire, Reine Hortense, Walter Faxon, Alsace Lor
raine, Grace Ott, Jas. Kelway, La Perle.

No 3rd entry.
Class No. 21 Collection of 10 varieties in separate containers.

Otto Koe'rth, 1st. Blooms shown: Mons. Jules Elie, Marie Jacquin,
Adolphe Rousseau, Richard Carvel, Reine Hortense, Karl Rose
field, Lady A. Duff, Le Cygne, Jas. Kelway, Walter Faxon.

L. E. Foster, 2nd: Mrs .Dean Funk, Clemenceau, Lillian Gumm,
Karl Rosefield, Myrtle Gentry, Therese, Mrs. A. M. Brand,
Laura Vories, Mrs. Edw. Harding, Minnie Shaylor.

J. A. Bongers, 3rd. Among the best were: Alsace Lorraine, Priam,
Mme. Jules Dessert, Mons. Jules Elie .

Class No. 22 3 blooms, one variety, white.
Mrs. Blanche' Gartell, 1st: Marie Lemoine.

Otto Koerth, 2nd: Jubilee.
L. E. Foster, 3rd: Mrs. Edw. Harding.

Class No. 23 3 blooms, one variety, pink.
Otto Koerth, 1st; Strassburg.
L. E. Foster, 2nd: Rosa Bonhetir.
3rd, No Entry

Class No. 24 3 blooms, one variety, red.
L. E. Foster, 1st: Mary C. Wedge.
Otto Koerth, 2nd: Cherry Hill.
J. A. Bongers, 3rd: Mary Brand.

Jap Division
In advanced amateur as well as in open classes for Jap1-, as well

as singles, the writer's collections were the onlv entries. It
would seem that the Japs and singles are overlooked to n s;reat
e'xtent by the fans, who otherwise have splendid collections.

Class No. 25 Collection of Japs.
J. A. Bongers, 1st. Varieties shown: Tomate-Boku, Polar Star, Mary

Moy, Roberta, Henri Potin, Ama-no-sode, Jsani-Gidui, Rasho-
omon, Currant Jap, Nippon Beauty, Hari-ai-nin, Geisha-(Sass~),
Nippon Brilliant, Fuyajo.

Class No. 2& 3 blooms, one variety.
Otto Koerth, 1st: Fuyajo.
L. E. Foster, 2nd: Hari-ai-nin.
J. A. Bongers, 3rd: Tomate-Boku.

Class No. 27 1 specimen bloom, any color.
L. E. Foster, 1st: Kino-Kimo.
J. A. Bongers, 2nd: Geisha-(Sass).
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3rd No Entry .

Single Division
Class No. 28 Collection.

J. A. Bongers, 1st. Varieties shown: Imperial Red, Mr. Thim,
Pride of Lanpport, Verdun, Kickapoo, Helen, Jimmie Franklin,
Arcturus, Pres. Lincoln, White Perfection, Wedding Day,
Mischief.

Class No. 29 3 blooms, one variety.
J. A.. Bongers, 1st: Mr. Thim.
L. E. Foster, 2nd : Pride of Langport.
3rd No Entry.

Class No. 30 1 specimen bloom, any color.
J. A. Bongers, 1st: Imperial Red.
L. E. Foster, 2nd: Exquisite.
3rd No Entry.

Classes 31 to 37 inclusive, included strictly amateur classes. Those
classes along with arrangement classes were the only vacant spots
in the show room. Class No. 33 calling for 1 specimen bloom,
any color, was the only one filled. It remained for young Jalck
Bernstein, son of J. W. Bernstein of Lincoln, Neb., to show a very
fine bloom ofMyrtle Gentry for which he received 1st award.
Jack Bernstein, 1st: Myrtle Gentry.
Mrs. Blanche Gatre'll, 2nd: Therese.
Ben Darby, 3rd: Myrtle Gentry.

Class No. 38 Collection of Tree Peonies.

This class seldom has representation in any show, as usually at our
National show, not more than one or two varieties are shown. It was
surprising and pleasing to have Mr. Otto Koerth of Fredericksburg,
Iowa, display a large and splendid bloom of the variety Reinpo. It
was an eight inch bloom, semi double, of a peculiar shade of reddish
purple as the writer recalls. Needless to say it attracted much atten
tion.
Class No. 39 Collection of specie and hybrid varieties.

While Mr. Koerth did splendidly in Class 38, with his tree peony

it) remained for him to show1, Golden Glow, a hybrid of Mr. Glasscock's
in remarkably fine condition. I understand this bloom was taken from
a 1-year plant and my recollection is keen regarding the display of
100 varieties made by Mr. Glasscock at the National Show at Lincoln,
last year. Fine as was that exhibit, I do not recall a bloom in it as
large and none were more splendid than was Mr. Koerth's bloom of
Golden Glow. The name aptly describes it. Naturally, Mr. Koerth
placed first and the writer placed second with some small blooms of
Legionaire. There were no other entries.
Class No. 40 Seedlings.

As anticipated, this class was well represented. The writer has
seen a larger number of seedlings shown in a National show but for
uniform quality, the seedlings shown at Shenandoah, la., surpassed
any the writer has ever seen. Mr. Edw. Auten, Jr., made a surprise
visit to the show with forty seedlings and Inter-State Nursery exhibited
Sass seedlings numbering ninety. The writer showed two Sass seed
lings 33-1 and 6-7 as well as Dr. F. G. Brethour's fine seedling,
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Blanche Elie. The blooms were in splendid condition and due to the
uniformity and quality of their exhibit in this class Inter-State Nursery
was awarded the gold cup for the most outstanding exhibit in the
show. The seedling judges were Mr. J. W. Bernstein, Lincoln,
Nebr., Mr. Ralph B. Smith, Keokuk, Iowa, and Mr. T. E. York, Creston,
Iowa. Mr. Bernstein is generally1 known in the west, as he has a com
mercial planting. While Mr. Smith and Mr. York are not so well known
they have large peony plantings and have been growing peonies for
twenty years. They are well acquainted with varieties and Mr. York
has several hundred seedlings of his own. They worked painstakingly
at their task and I concurred in their judgment. The seedling awards
follow :

Edw. Auten, Jr., a first class certificate for seedling No. 2258.
This is a full double, many Detailed bloom in a blush pink. The bloom
was medium sized and of fine form and extra fragrant.

A certificate of honorable mention for seedling No. 1568. This
was a very fine bloom and struck the writer's fancy. In color it
resembled Milton Hill, being very rich. The stem was strong; the
bloom large and fragrant. It seemed a very promising variety.

I showed Blanche Elie, a seedling of Dr. F. C. Brethour, of
Toronto, Canada. It was the first time it had graced the show
table in this country. It may be described as a duplicate of Mons. Jules
Elie in a white. Splendid in form and substance with good stems it
seemed to me to be a distinct advance in a white peony. The one
row of guard petals were very large and held up. The incurved petals
of the bomb were long and narrow, showing a rich yellow color within
the bomb while the outside of the petals were white. There were no
indications of red in any bloom, though Dr. Brethour states it does
show red at times.

J. A. Bongers, a certificate of honorable mention for Sass seedling
6-7. This was a very large, nicely formed pure white, slightly fragrant
and with no indication of red in the bloom. The petals are large and
the bloom nicely formed. There is a LeCygne glow throughout the
bloom This, I believe, a very promising variety

Inter-State Nursery received the award for the best bloom in the
show for the variety, Evening Star. It was a fine bloom of a very fine
variety Seen at Lincoln last year and in several classes at Shenandoah
this year, the writer believes it takes rank with the very finest we have.

Inter-State Nursery received the award for the best red in the
show for Graver Cleveland. This variety is not highly rated and is
seldom heard of, but when grown to perfection as Inter-State grew it,
it's not easy to beat. The bloom was very large, nicely formed and
held up throughout the show. As so often happens at our shows the
arrangement classes were conspicuous by their absence. Mrs. B. S.
Barnes won two first awards in the classes calling for the best arrange
ment of peonies without other foliage or flowers and for the best
arrangement of peonies in a low receptacle for dining room table.
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There was just one entry in each class. Mrs. Henrietta Beach received
a 3rd award for arrangement of peonies, without other flowers in a
12-inch vase.

The arrangement classes should be a feature of our shows and i6
seems to me that more attention should be given that phase of the
work. That will require the assistance of the women and until we
interest them, we can make no progress in arrangement classes, for all
the average man can do is place a few blooms in a bottle, then he seems
content.

The Judges of the show were :
Edw. Auten, Jr., Frank Fields: Classes 1 to 18.
Rev. Wm. Lockhart, Earnest Balco: Classes 19 to 30.
J. W. Bernstein, Ralph B. Smith, T .E. York: Seedling class.
J. A. Bongers, Classes 31 to 38, and arrangement classes.
A very interesting feature of our show was the display of frost

protectors shown by Rev. Wm. Lockhart, of Des Moines, Iowa. They
were about two feet high and rounding in form, made of wire and
covered with heavy waxed paper. Rev. Lockhart reports they saved
his peonies this spring. They are durable and well made, easy to
handle and due to the fact that they mesh, they can be stored in a
small space. To me they seemed to fill a great need in all parts of
the country where frost and sleet so often ruins our blooms.

Notes on the Show
The estimated attendance at the show was 20,000 for the two days.

The show room, large and spacious as it was, was uncomfortably crowded
at all times. No checking could be done until in the evening when the
people were at lunch. Due to the attendance and the immense amount
of checking done by the visitors the writer is convinced! that regional
shows are a step in the right direction.

I desire to express appreciation to Mr. J. W. Bernstein, Mr.
Ralph B. Smith and Mr. Joe Warner who so ably assisted me in check
ing the show. Without their assistance I could not have checked it,
due to the fact that I was very tired. After entering thirty classes,
with the work attendant thereto and answering numerous questions
by the exhibitors, in regards their class arrangements, the writer has
concluded that the task of directing the show is sufficient without
bringing one thousand blooms. Even so, the love of competition is
strong and at the next show, no doubt, I will be in the fray.

One of the features of the show was its readiness. Upon my
arrival at the show room it was pleasing to note that all tables were
in readiness, with many bottles filled with water and an efficient corps
of workers to help. The work of Frank Field, of Henry Field Nursery
Co., was outstandingly good. He was director of the show room, and
the smoothness of the arrangements was due to his experience and
ability. He helped me immensely.

Shenandoah, Iowa, is a beautiful little city of 6,500. The hotel
accomodations were very good. The townspeople are proud of their
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city, as they have every right to be. The nurseries presented a beauti
ful sight. Roses were in full bloom and there were many, and every
imaginable annual was in bloom. The large plantings of spruce and
pine particularly attracted the writer's attention.

There is a prevailing opinion that the best peonies are grown in
Minnesota. With all due respect 'to Minnesota peonies, the writer is
of the opinion now that equally good peonies are grown in Iowa and
New York.

In several classes Inter-State Nursery made two entries. While
they could win but one prize in any class they added color and splendor
to the show and so fine were many of the double entries that the judges
were content to flip a coin to choose the winner.

Mr. and Mrs. Auten will not down. They traveled nearly 400
miles and presented some very promising seedlings. In addition to the
two that received recognition, his No. N2-20E in a red double was fine.
It's a bright, clean red, bred with the definite purpose of eliminating
purple. It seemed a decided improvement and will bear watching.

Seedling 1-4-2 in a light pink was very large and looked a finished
flower.

Seedling 1750, a late full double with three rows of incurved guard
petals and a full center of shorter petals. It is of a decidedly rose
effect and while the bloom was not large, a well grown plant of this
variety should have a splendid garden effect.

A few named varieties were included, among them were Youkon,
a nice pure white with yellow reflections within the bloom. Siloam,
a late white double, very chaste and well formed. Betsy Ross, the
writer's favorite. Except in size and depth of bloom it resembles
Kelway's Glorious. It's not large and shaggy, but trim and well formed.
The fragrance is extra good, the stem holds the bloom right up and it's
an annual performer.

Worthy of mention among Inter-State's display of Sass seedlings
was White Batson, a large white bloom, nicely formed. It had all the
requirements of a nice flower. R-45 a very large deep pink double,
much resembling Blanche King in size and color. Two other splendid
looking whites were 2-15 and No. 98, No. 2-31 in a light pink was
very large and closely resembled Grace Batson. Among the above
seedlings was noted a seedling of Jacob Sass R-15. This too, was very
large, was fragrant and seemed to hold much promise. It showed less
color than the variety, H. P. Sass, but the form of the bloom as well as
its color drew attention. No. 22-29 in a creamy blush was extremely
rich and to the writer it stood out among the many. The above are
just a few out of a possible ninety. Neither should it be forgotten that
the display averaged six to eight inches for every bloom shown.

The flower show, staged by the Shenandoah Garden Club was
especially meritorious. In a general flower show one seldom sees
as large a collection of roses, lilies and annuals in general as was
shown This show was held on the lower floor and it wns completely
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filled with superlative blooms, indicating that while many do not grow
peonies for show purposes, they do grow an abundance of annuals.

Respectfully" submitted,
J. A. BONGERS,

Regional Vice-Pres. Dist. No. 7.

Help! Help! Help!
GEO. W. PEYTON, Rapidan, Va.

I am in desperate need. I have been appointed
a committee of one with full authority to draft any
and all members of the American Peony Society to
assist me in the very pleasant, but difficult task of
getting out a new supplement to the Manual. The
last one was issued five years ago and the necessity
has arisen of bringing it up to date. This cannot be
done unless the Society gives me their full cooperation.I shall need information about the following things in
particular:

First. We wish to have as complete a list of the
new peonies as possible. Those of you who have origi
nated any within the past fifteen years will please
send me a list of them, giving the name, the former
number, if any, the year of introduction, the rating if it
has been, rated ; if not, give me your own idea of what
its rating should be (I shall use my discretion about
publishing that if sent, but it will give me a good idea
of its worth if rated in accordance with the rules, ) and
so you are urged to send it in. Then give its season of
bloom, its color, its height. Follow this with an extend
ed description, telling its particular points of beauty
and worth. Give as accurate a description of its color
as possible going into minute details if necessary to
accurately describe it. Tell what kind of stems it has,
their color, whether stiff, bending or weak. Give
some information about its foliage, especially if it is
unique in any way as to color, size or shape. Be sure to
state whether it has fragrance and of what type de
scribing it as well as you can. Go into details about
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its height. Be sure to accurately describe its forma
tion, going into minute detail if necessary to give the
proper idea of the flower. State whether it lasts well
on the plant and as a cut flower. How does it perform
if stored? Does the color last or does it fade with age?
How does age affect the formation of the flower? If a
Jap, be sure to give us complete information as you
can about its staminodes. Are they fully transformed
or not (few are fully so). If not how nearly so?
V* x V* Vz, %? Are they all yellow or does another
color appear in them and where and to what extent.
Does the yellow of the transformed anthers appear as
edging as well as on the tips or has it vanished entirely?
Then describe its carpels or seed pods giving their color
and the color of the tips or stigmas. What change
does age bring to both the staminodes and carpels?
Often the flower is very much altered in appearance
by the growth, change of color or otherwise with age.
Describe singles in the same way except of course there
will be no staminodes but stamens. State for both of
these types whether the group of stamens or stamin
odes is large or small. Few Japs have fragrance or
odor, be sure to state if they have. All singles usually
have a heavy pollen odor. State if there is any depar
ture from this. Be sure to mention any honor or other
recognition the variety has won. Give the names of
several others who grow these varieties so they may
be asked for their opinion about them. All this sounds
like doing a lot, but they are your babies, you like to
talk about them so do it and do not be bashful. These
descriptions sent in will of course be condensed into a
few lines as space will not allow more, but the orig
inals will be put into a file and can be often used to
great advantage and for information to others who
may inquire, so we want it. Any word of commenda
tion from others that you may choose to send along
will be appreciated.

All who grow any of these newer peonies will
please send in their comments and descriptions based
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on the above and make them as honest as possible. We
must know the faults of a flower as well as its virtues.
They must be truthfully stated regardless of the effect
it may have on others. The originator should be glad
to have this done. It will save him a lot of trouble
sometimes as no one will then buy a high priced peony
with his eyes shut and then cuss the originator and the
man who sold it to him for ever afterwards as frauds
and cheats if he finds it does not perform according to
the description. Make our descriptions honest and we
shall all profit by it. Be sure to give the proper spell
ing of the variety's name. Do not spell it one way in

. one place and another elsewhere. Do not report it as
Mrs. Johnson in one line and call it Alice Johnson in
another. How will I know its proper name if you do?
This is done more frequently than you might think.
We want to get the name, properly spelled, by which
it will always be known. Also, before you actually
name it, send in the proposed name for proper authori
zation. Maybe we have no right to deprive you of a
name or criticize it, but we can give you good advice
and often prevent duplications that are a pain in the
neck to everyone concerned. We have entirely too
many of them and some of them in spite of advice to
the contrary, others through ignorance. You do not
want your peony confused with another often to its
serious detriment. Avoid names that give the impres
sion of perfection in your peony unless you are very
sure they will live up to the name in other people's
gardens. Personal names should be given only with
the approval of the person for whom they are named.
There have been many heart aches from the neglect
of this precaution.

Give me the names and addresses of any one you
may know who has new peonies and whose name I am
not likely to have.

Tell me about any article on the peony or book
that you have seen and where it can be obtained. State
particularly the time of publication. Will all publish
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ers of books and magazines send me in a list of the
articles they have published on the peony in the past
five years and if they will be so kind a copy of the
article, and state if it is still available and where. We
wish to compile as complete a bibliography of the
peony as possible for that time. This can only be
done by having such reports.

We also wish short biographical sketches of every
originator of peonies or author of articles, or of any
one prominently connected with the peony.

Will the originators also give the parentage of the
seedlings if possible. This is especially desired for
hybrids and it would be fine to have it for every one
possible.

Have you named any seedlings that were not your
own? If so let us give credit to the real originator
and tell us who he was. Frequently seedlings are
bought or acquired in some way and then named and no
credit given the true originator. This is all wrong and
we should like to have it corrected. If any one knows
of any such seedling that has been disseminated and
such credit not given will be please give us the facts in
the case so that credit may be given where due. The
fact that you have bought a seedling with the privilege
of naming it does not make it yours. The name of the
originator should be given with yours.

Tell your idea of how the ratings should be made.
What can be done to make them of more value? Do you
approve of two different ratings as the iris people have
or is one enough? If so should the garden performance
of varieties be taken into consideration in making this
rating or should only exhibition qualities govern? How
may this supplement be made of most value to you indi
vidually? I shall expect a letter from every member
of this Society and his full cooperation and I hope I
shall get it. You will realize that every idea cannot be
used and shall we be obliged to use our own discretion
there, but you may be sure your help will be most sin
cerely appreciated. I shall tell what response I have
had to this. We should like replies by January 1, 1939.
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Seventh Annual Peony Festival
Van Wert Ohio

Van Wert, Ohio, with their annual Peony Fester
val, are surely putting the peony on the map. Wit&c
the crowning of a Peony Queen, Miss Betty Jane
Althoen, a parade of 139 units or sections with scores
of bands (60) and between 55 and 60 floats that took
over two and a half hours to pass the reviewing stand,
is it little wonder that the Rose Festival has a close
rival in the peony parade. Wish we had space in the
Bulletin to give a full report of this festival but that is
not possible as we would have room for nothing else.

The program of the festival June 8th was as fol
lows:
Morning: Visits to various gardens and reception of

arriving bands and delegations.
2 p. m. Festival Parade.
3:30 p. m. The Coronation of Queen Jubilee VII, an

impressive and brilliant event, with Peter Grant,
chief announcer of W.L.W. officiating as Master
of Ceremonies. An added feature was a massed
band concert of over three thousand pieces.

8:15 p. m. Evening parade, following same route as
in afternoon. All floats to be illuminated.

9:30 p. m. Repetition of Coronation Ceremonies (ex
cept the actual crowning of queen). Ceremony
concluded with especially designed fireworks.

10 :30 p. m. Queens Ball at the Y. W. C. A.
10 :30 p. m. Festival Dance at Elk's Club.

This brief program will give some insight of the
day's activities.

Governor Martin F. Davey and wife were special
guests heading a list of other state officials.

The Van Wert Times and the Daily Times Bulle
tin gave pages of publicity to the event. Full pages
of descriptive matter covering the finest peonies were
shown, giving the reader an opportunity to know
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peonies. The many large gardens and plantings were
open for inspection where the peonies could be studied
in the fields.

There is no question but great interest in the peony
will be achieved by these festivals as the broadcasts of
various events are carried to all comers of the country.
Moving pictures are also distributed throughout the
world showing the parade and outstanding features.
Hats off to the energetic business men of Van Wert,
Ohio, and the enterprising citizens who make this year
ly event possible. We are glad to present a picture of
Queen Jubilee VII and her maids of honor.
Report ofRochester, Minn. Peony Show

R. W. GODDARD, Rochester, Minn.
In spite of the adverse weather for peonies, the

Southeastern Minnesota Peony Show opened with much
enthusiasm. The prospects of the National Peony
Show at Rochester in 1940 added much to the interest
and enthusiasm of the numerous peony lovers in this
section.

A peony attracting much attention was Dr. L. W.
Pollock, originated by Mr. A. M. Brand. Although
the blooms shown were picked from two-year old plants,
the quality and size of this new Tyrian rose-pink as a
show flower caused much comment.

Hansina Brand was judged the best flower of the
show and also the best pink. The bloom was exhibited
by Mrs. J. E. Sawyer of the Hillcrest Dairy Farms, El
gin, Minnesota. She also had the best Japanese, a
Tomate-Boku. Solange, exhibited by Dr. F. C. Mann,
was judged best in the white class; Mary Brand, ex
hibited by R. W. Goddard ,was given the award for the
best red.

The judges were : T. C. Carpenter, vice-president
of the American Peony Society for the region, A. M.
Brand, and L. W. Lindgren, national directors.

Harold Thompson of Rochester, Minn., was judge
of Artistic Section.
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North Dakota Peony Show
Mrs. M. B. Kannowski, Grand Forks, N. D.

The North Dakota Peony Society's annual show
was held June 24 and 25 in our usual place, the Ryan
Hotel lobby in Grand Forks. Our season was late,
but two days of hot weather brought out the blooms in
a hurry, and the display a fine one. Franklin Page, of
Hamilton, North Dakota, was the judge.

The Grand Champion flower, which was awarded
the E. J. Lander silver cup, was a magnificent bloom
of Mrs. A. M. Brand, as beautiful a flower as has ever
won that prize. Both the Grand Champion and Sweep
stakes were won by R. J. Darling of Grand Forks who
has a notable collection of fine peonies.

Among the blooms entered, Therese was outstand
ing; of great size this year and lasting much better
than is usually the case. In the "six specimen bloom"
class, Mrs. A. M. Brand carried off the honors against
some beautiful entries of Reine Hortense, Avalanche,
LeCygne, Baroness Schroeder, Sarah Bernhardt and
Karl Rosefield. The reds were for the most part very
poor this year, but the whites and pinks were never
better, their beauty quite beyond ordinary words to de
scribe.

This year we had made a Sweepstakes banner to
hang in the showroom. On a dark blue field lettered in
gold were the names and addresses of the Sweepstakes
winners for each year since the first show in 1922, and
space left for names for several years to come. I think
the idea is a good one, for it is interesting to read the
roll of honor for years past, and quite an incentive for
the exhibitors. Not since 1932 has the Sweepstakes
prize gone to a Grand Forks exhibitor, and we are glad
to have our city listed again. Some of the directors
think a banner for Grand Champion winners should be
planned for next year.

At the annual meeting the following officers and
directors were elected for the coming year : Pres. H. D.
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Benwell; Vice-Pres., Mrs. H. 0. Ruud; Secretary, Mrs.
M. B. Kannowski; Treas., W. W. Blain, all of Grand
Forks, Franklin Page, Hamilton; Mrs. Paul Glass,
Larimore; W. A. Grandy, St. Thomas; Mrs. P. B.
Ravnsborg, Aneta; Mrs. H. E. Johnson, Northwood;
P. R. Field, J. R. Darling and Carter Prendergast, of
Grand Forks.

Corrections Reported to the Editor
In Mr. Bernstein's account of the Show at Shen

andoah, Iowa, June 3, 1938, he states that the new
white Sass seedling No. 6-7 was shown by the Inter
state Nurseries. This is an error. It was shown by
Mr. John A. Bongers of Ottumwa, Iowa. Mr. Bongers
states it is a very fine flower and well deserves a name.
Doubtless we shall soon hear that it has been registered.

We still lack detailed accounts of the several good
peony shows that were held in various parts of the
country. We hope they will be in this issue of the
Bulletin. They are always interesting. I am interest
ed in knowing the different varieties that won the out
standing honors at each show.

Geo. W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.
Note : In my notes I made the statement that I

had not seen A. B. C. Nicholls shown before. Mr.
Peyton reminds me that this was shown as No. 9 at
Toronto, and won Honorable Mention there. I did not
associate the name with the number which accounts for
the error.

In class No. 13 ,we copied from a typewritten re
port and learn that the variety Merrimac was exhib
ited by Mr. Winthrop Thurlow of Cherry Hill Nurser
ies and not by Mr. Little as stated. First award in
class No. 13 was made to Cherry Hill Nurseries with
Merrimac. Sorry these awards were transposed by the
party writing them up.
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Class No. 17-a., First award to Cottage Gardens.
Mr. Auten was awarded second with seedling No. 1811,
named June Brilliant. This correction comes from Mr.
Auten.

Department of Registration
We are pleased to present for registration the fol

lowing new peonies. The descriptions are those of the
originator. We would be pleased, and it would greatly
assist in making up lists for rating, if every orginator
would give us a brief detailed description of the peonies
they have originated, the year of introduction, habit of
growth, color, season of bloom, etc. Any outstanding
characteristics should also be noted.

Col. J. C. Nicholls, of 114 Overlook Road, Ithaca,
N. Y., submits the following new originations that he
has produced :

GEORGE W. PEYTON. (Nicholls, 1938).
Large double of roses shape with very wide petals
of lasting substance. Pale buff with a definite
and persistent suffusion of pink, deepening to the
center. Exactly the color of Solange except that
the pronounced flush of pink gives the flower more
life. Midseason. Fragrance slight but pleasant.
Strong stems. Vigorous and floriferous. Medium
height. Seedling Number 2 from Lady A. Duff.

THURA HIRES. (Nicholls, 1938) Large
double of rose shape with excellent substance.
White with a strong lemon glow from within.
Wide petals. Strong, upright stems. Late mid-
season. Fragrant. Vigorous and thrifty. Med
ium height. Floriferous. Seedling Number 8.

FLORENCE NICHOLLS. (Nicholls, 1938).
Very large double of rose shape; very wide and
narrow petals intermingled. Early midseason.
Blush white with a scarlet suffusion deepening to
the center. Medium height. Strong upright



AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN

stems. Very fragrant. Very vigorous and flori-
ferous. Seedling Number 1 from Mme. Calot.
Named for Mrs. J. C. Nicholls.

KATE BARRY. (Nicholls, 1938) Double
row of soft mauve pink petals with orange stam-
inodes. Harmonious yellow-green carpels. Gen
eral effect, glowing salmon pink. Midseason. The
excellent shape is retained until the bloom wilts.
Tall, strong stems. Vigorous and floriferous.
Seedling Number 214 from Ama-no-sode.
Mr. Edward Auten, Jr., of Princeville, 111., pre

sents the following for registration.
LUCKY STAR.. (Auten, 1938) Dark red, full
double. Not fragrant. Very late, high-built
bloom, sure to open. A few Jap markings on
some of the petals. Distinctive in shape. Less
than five inches in diameter borne on tall, slender,
stiff stems.

JOYCE (Auten, 1938). Pink double, trim
bloom, rather flat which should open well. Color
a clear pink close to that of Milton Hill. A charm
ing bloom. Good stem. Honorable Mention, Shen
andoah Show 1938.

W. E. Lanigan, Lincoln, 111., reports the following
for registering :

MENTOR GRAHAM, (Lanigan, 1938).
Double type, late midseason. Very large flower,
opening pale pink, changing to white. Collar
brightened by yellow stamens ; thread-like crimson
edge on some center petals. Medium height, flor
iferous, slightly fragrant. Stems and foliage of
average quality.

Note : This peony was selected and christen
ed by Mrs. Frank Seller, granddaughter of Mentor
Graham, Lincoln's tutor and friend.
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We are glad to present in this issue of the bulletin

a message from our President. We know his deep in
terest in every member of the Society and we hope that
each member will take it as a personal message and
follow out the suggestions he has outlined. Let's make
this one of the best years the Society has enjoyed.

I know our members will get a kick out of Mr.
Kelsey's poem and particularly the comments he sent
along with it.

Mr. Peyton has given us a splendid account of his
trip through Peonyland and his article can be read with
great profit. Mr. Peyton is one of the best informed
peony lovers in the country and his recommendations
can be accepted with every assurance of satisfaction.

I want to particularly impress upon our members
the importance of following out his suggestions in his
call for help. We want to make the supplement of real
value to everyone who receives a copy and Mr. Peyton
will give us such a supplement if he gets the assistance
he reuires from the membership. Do not let this matter
pass by unnoticed but send him all the available infor
mation you have on the varieties you are growing, and
particularly on new ones you have observed. Whether
the performance is good or bad, the information is de
sired. This supplement will contain a list of all the
new peonies in commerce with brief descriptions and
comments on their behavior in various parts of the
country. New ratings will also appear covering those
not already rated, and doubtless some changes will be
made in ratings already passed. It has been five
years or more since a rating was taken and it is now
time for another one, bringing ratings up to date. Send

* *

*
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all information you can supply direct to Mr. Geo. W.
Peyton, Rapidan, Va. Let each member feel that he
has a part in this work and lend every assistance pos
sible to Mr. Peyton in assembling information that is
necessary in compiliation of the work.

Reports of several peony shows appear in this
issue of the Bulletin which should be of interest. Mr.
Bongers has given us a splendid report of the First
Regional Show held at Shenandoah, Iowa, and it is
very complete. To say it was a great success is only
repeating the reports I have heard from many sec
tions from those privileged to attend.

We will have other regional shows to report next
season and Canada will be one of the sections heard
from. Mr. J. E. Carter of District No. 11 is already at
work and promises a fine show. Other sections of
Canada are now represented by Regional Vice Presi
dents and we expect a great revival in peony interest all
through that section. We are also hopeful that several
regional shows will be held throughout the United
States in 1939.

All members will be mailed a bulletin on single
and Japanese peonies in the near future from the
University of Illinois, Agricultural Experiment Sta
tion. Urbana. 111. This is the result of the test garden
established there by the American Peony Society in
cooperation with the Agricultural Department of the
University. It is the purpose to also establish a test
garden of desirable double Chinensis peonies and we
will have more to say about this later. I know you will
find this bulletin of real value as it represents a great
deal of labor in preparation. This bulletin has been
prepared by Prof. F. F. Weinard. Associate Chief in
Floricultural Physiology, University of Illinois.
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Newspapers containing many pages covering the
seventh Annual Peony Festival were sent me last June
and the brief summary we have presented will give a
faint idea of the undertaking. The town of Van Wert
Ohio, is small but they certainly know how to put things
over in a big way. Many thousands of people are at
tracted to this yearly event, many traveling several
hundred miles to be present.

* * *

We have a number of fine pictures of new peonies
that we hope to present in future bulletins. Have also
been obliged to hold over some material for the next
issue. Will have space for several more articles, so
let them come. The more, the merrier.

* * *

September and October are the months when
peony planting should be done. Later planting will
not have as good a chance to become blooming plants
the following season. It is surprising how soon the
little feeding rootlets start after planting operations.
Through these little capillary roots the plant obtains
food, storing up vitality for growth early the following
spring.

* * *

In talking with one of our large commercial grow
ers of peonies, who, by the way is also one of our mem
bers, he informed me that he is very much in favor of
spring planting where the climate is favorable for
early work in the fields. He stated that in comparing
a fall planting he had made in Arkansas with spring
planting of the same varieties, the spring planted roots
had made a great advance over those planted in the fall.
Here is food for thought and if you don't get your
peonies planted this fall, you can still get under the
wire by early spring planting. I would like to hear
from others who have had spring planting experience.

From personal experience I know that I planted
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Mons. Dupont in the spring, (divisions having been
made the previous fall) and three months later cut
bloom that carried off first prize for the best white at
the show. I might add that this was in the state of
Minnesota where we usually had late, cold springs.
The blooms were about as fine as any I have ever seen
of this particular variety. This was about eighteen
years ago and varieties like Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Mrs. A.
M. Brand, Harry F. Little, A. B. Franklin, and many
others I might name were not in competition.

* * *

Have you sounded out that peony loving friend
of yours about joining the American Peony Society and
receiving the Bulletins? We must build up our mem
bership. What would you think if I told you one of our
members has pledged himself to bring in at least 40
new members this coming year, and knowing the man
I think he will do it. If each member could bring in at
least one, what a record year we would have and how
we coulid improve the bulletin with fine illustrations.
These cost money and we are obliged to hold down the
expense as our present income does not warrant the
additional outlay. Will you pledge one member?

New Members
ALLAMAN, R. P., 2349 Penn Street, Harrisburg, Pa.
ANTHONY, H. E., 85 Hugenot Ave., Englewood, N. J.
BARDWELL, Robert D., 120 Crofut Street, Pittsfield, Mass.
BRINGMAN, Mrs. H. E., 107 Wasena Ave., Wasena, Roanoke, Va.
EBEY, Elmer H., 1516 W. 6th Street, Topeka, Kas.
JONAS, Frank J., 316 Straight Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich.
KARSCH, W. H., 621 Lombard Ave., Evansville, Ind., R .Route.
KRABBE, Christian, Yaphank, Long Island, N. Y.
LANDIS, Ira B., Lancaster, Pa.
LYSTAD, Martin, 226 Conklin Ave., Grand Forks, N. D.
MANN, Dr. F. C, Institute Hills, Dochester, Minn.
MATHER, H. C, Director N. Y. Office, Department of Agr. & Markets,

80 Centre Street, New York City, N. Y.
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MINNESOTA PEONY & IRIS SOCIETY, 1320 5th St., S. E.,
Minneapolis, Minn.

OAKLEY, W. D., Buffalo, Minn.
O'HANLON, Reed, Blair, Neb.
ROSEFIELD, Reno, Rosefield Peony Gardens, West Des Moines, la.
PAPPAS, Herbert D., Claremont, N. H.
PARSONS, Carl A., 386 W. Hazleton Ave., Kenmore, N. Y.
REID, George T., 210 Nebraska Ave., Pontiac, Mich.
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, New Brunswick, N. J.
SAWYER, Mrs. J. E., Elgin, Minn.
SCOTT, Otis H., 335 Taylor Street, Topeka, Kas.
SMITH, Dwight A., Bozeman, Mont.
THOMAS, J. J., Seward, Neb.
UTZ, A. L., 401 N. 12th Street, St. Joseph, Mo.
LIFE MEMBER DALY, John F., The Embassy Apartments, 1613

Harvard St., N. W., Washington, D. C .

NICHOLLS PEONIES
A. B. C. NICHOLLS. White, tinted flesh. Hon. Mention .... $15.00
FLORENCE NICHOLLS. Flesh, deepening to pink center.

Scarce 25.00
GEORGE W. PEYTON. Pinker Solange. Fragrant 15.00
HARRY F. LITTLE. White. Gold & Achievement Medals .... 15.00
KATE BARRY. Pink & orange Jap. Double room petals .... 15.00
MRS. LIVINGSTON FARRAND. Pink. Silver & Achieve

ment Medals 60.00
MRS. WILDER BANCROFT. Shapely red Jap 10.00
SPRING BEAUTY. Huge, early. Semi-double 3.00
THURA HIRES. White, lemon glow 15.00

J. C. Nicholls
1 14 Overlook Rood Ithaca, N. Y.

PROFITABLE PEONIES
Only beat of old and new varieties,
at at tractive prices. Fine qual
ity roots, liberally graded. Our
Cata'oR names best commercial
cut-flower varetles, and (fives val
uable plan t in k -ind Krowinft in
structions.
HARM EI. PEONY COMPANY

Growers of fine Peonies since 1911
Berlin, Maryland

Don't let the year 1938 go

by without securing a new

member for the Society.
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AMERICAN
IRIS SOCIETY

The American Iris Society has,
since its orftranization in 1920 pub
lished 45 Bulletins which cover
every phase of Iris growing and
should be useful to all gardeners.
The society has copies of all

but three of these bulletins for
sale. A circular giving Hat of
contents of each Bulletin, price,
etc., may be secured from the
Secretary, Howard R. Wat kins.
Room 821, Washington Loan A
Trust Bldg., Washington. D. C.In order to dispose of surplus
stocks of some numbers we offer
6 Bulletins (our selection) for
$1.00.

Through an endowment given
as a memorial to the late Ber-
trand H. Farr, the American Iris
Society is able to offer free to
all Garden Clubs or Horticultural

Societies the use pf our travel-
ing library. This library con
tains all books ever published on
Iris and a complete file of the
Bulletins of this society and the
English Iris Society, and miscel
laneous pamphlets.
The library may be borrowed

for one month without charge ex
cept the actual express charges.
Organizations desiring it should
communcate with the nearest of
the following offices :
Horticultural Society of NewYork, 598 Madison Ave., New
York City.

Sydney B. Mitchell, School of
librferianship, Berkeley, Calif.

Lantern Slides Rental Fee (to
members) $10.00. Apply to Mrs.
Herman E. Lewis, 180 Grove St.,
Haverhill, Mass.

The American
Horticultural Society

invites to membership all persons interested in any
phase of gardening. As specialists in peonies you
will certainly want to know about all the other sorts
of plants that go into a good garden. In the quar
terly NATIONAL HORTICULTURAL MAGAZINE
you will find authoritative articles on many kinds of
plants and superb illustrations. We can also sup
ply a reprint of peony species, pictures only, for
fifty cents. Membership is by the calendar year.
The annual dues are three dollars, and should be
sent to the Society in care of the Secretary, 821
Washington Loan and Trust Building, Washington,
D. C.
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HANSINA BRAND
A BRAND PEONY

Exhibited by Mr. C. W. BunnWins B. H. Farr Memorial Medal
Chicago Century of Progress

as
"Best Flower in the Show"
This and a dozen other new va
rieties just as good, described in

our new catalog. FREE.
BRAND PEONY FARMS

333 East Division Street
Faribault, Minnesota

Cherry Hill Strain
of PEONIES embraces theFINEST VARIETIES in
PEONYDOM and their con
sistent winnings of GOLDAND SILVER MEDALS
prove beyond doubt that
they have intrinsic value.
Please ask for catalog showing
varieties and list of awards.
Cherry Hill Nurseries

(Thurlows and Stranger, Inc.)
WEST NEWBURY. MASS.

TREE PEONIES
Finest Named Varieties

ALSO
Herbaceous Peonies

Oberlin Peony GardensP.O. Box 115, Sinking Springs, Pa.

Tree Peonies
Pot-grown. We can ship almost
any time. Also large collectons

all other types of peonies.

The Cottage Gardens
LANSING. MICHIGAN

AN EXCEPTIONAL OFFER
With a time limit covering the balance of 1938, the Direct

ors of the Society have reduced the price of the Peony Manual
and supplement to $2.25 delivered. Membership for one year
and Manual for $5.00.

This is truly an exceptional bargain which should promptly
place this valuable Manual in the hands of every peony lover,

j If you already possess a copy, secure another one for a peony
oving friend or persuade them to send for one at once before
'lie limited supply is exhausted.

There are only a few hundred copies available and this
oft'ev will be withdrawn promptly at the end of this year, or at
atiy t;me before that period if available stock has been depleted
to i) point beyond our actual requirements.

Supplements will be prepared, which may be obtained at
h lOiiinal cost to cover preparation, printing and mailing, that

v .vi" k.'ep the Manual constantly up-to-date.
rid in your order for as many books as you can use while

t> 'V : » still available. All checks should be made to the
A Peony Society and sent to:

W. F. CHRISTMAN, Secretary,
American Peony Society,

Northbrook, 111.
members who do not have the manual whose 1938 dues

are paid, manual will be sent them for $2.00.
Dealers, why not offer the manual as a premium for a

certain sized order?
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Drastic Stock Reduction
An exceptional opportunity to secure fine peonies

will be offered this fall as we find it advisable to reduce
our acreage.

We particularly invite users of large quantities of
peonies or those contemplating plantings this fall to
get in touch with us at once. We will be glad to figure
with you on your requirements and quote prices that we
feel will interest you.

Northbrook Gardens
P. L. BATTEY, Proprietor W. F. CHRISTMAN, Manager

NORTHBROOK, ILL.

Distinctive
Peonies

Send us your want list.

Franklin Nursery
Minneapolis, Minnesota

PEONIES
Shaylor's 1931 Introductions
and other Choice Varieties

Price List on Request
SHAYLOR & ALLISON

11 Rid«*ewav Road
AUBURNDALE, MASS.

WASSENBERG'S
Catalog Free

Quality Stock
Peonies, Irises, Poppies

Hemoracallis
Over 1800 of the Best Varietie.
C. F. Wassenberg, Van Wert, Orio

JOIN THE
AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY

All Dahlia "fans" are cordially invited to join thi* great
organization which is devoted solely to spreading >'nforn?a-
tion about and the improvement of the Dahlia.
Read the quarterly Bulletin, a sample copy of which will
be sent on request, giving all the latest information and
cultural hints on Dahlias. Membership includes the
Bulletin, a season ticket to our National exhibitions and
all other privileges of the society.

Dues $2.00 per year. C. Louis Ailing, Sec'y-
461 Court Street West Haven, Conn.


