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The President's Message
George W. Peyton, President

As your President for the time being I wish to bring to the thoughtful
attention of the members several matters which seem to me will call for
some action in the near future.

THE SCHEDULES OF OUR NATIONAL SHOWS
For about thirty years after the founding of our Society these schedules

were prepared by the Board of Directors at their annual meeting, which
was then held at some time during the first three months of the year.
The schedule was made and adopted in a matter of hours and that was
all there was to it. However, when these early meetings became impos
sible to hold, the making of the schedule was delegated to the local com
mittee of the bodies sponsoring the show, with the help and subject to
the final approval of the Schedule Committee of the Society. This
method has led to long and sometimes very heated discussion, occasionally
greatly delaying its adoption. So it seems that it would be wise for us
to adopt some way to overcome such disagreements as far as possible.
As you all know there are certain classes whose conditions are set by
either the Board of Directors, the donors of certain medals, or the Seed
ling Committee. These conditions are not subject to change by either
the local or Schedule Committees of the Society, but must be published
as established. But, strange as it may seem, it is these very das?es that
local committees nearly always wish to change, and so the thought comes
naturally that there may be something wrong with the conditions, as
they do not seem to suit all members of the Society. I shall, as briefly
as possible, state the conditions of these classes as they are now, and men
tion the changes which are usually desired. First, the Gold Medal Class,
which we always know as No. 1. At present it calls for either 80 100
or 50 60 varieties double or semi-double. The smaller numbers are
only to be used when conditions seem to warrant the reduction in num
bers and the decision is left to the Schedule Committee of the Society.
The following questions arise: Shall the number of varieties be variable
or a fixed number; that is, shall they be 80-100 or a definite 100 or
50 60 or just 50? Shall only doubles or semi-doubles be admitted, or
shall the class be open to all types and classes including singles, Japs,
hybrids, and tree peonies as the exhibitor may be able to show? The
same questions arise in connection with the Silver Medal Class for A
vanced Amateurs. Shall the number be 40-50, 25-30, or a flat fifty
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twenty-five.'' Shall all types and classes be admitted and a further one
should the conditions of entry be broadened to include anyone who may
not exhibit in Class No. 1, the Gold Medal Class? This would admit
the smaller growers who cannot show in No. 1 .

COLLECTION CLASSES (Exclusive of the above two classes)
Should a definite number of blooms be set for these classes or should

they read "Not less than (or not more than) a certain number".'' Some
think the definite number the better.

THE DISTANT EXHIBITORS' CLASS (Now Class No. 2)
Should this class be set at a definite number, as say 25, or should

it be as at present. "Not over twenty-five.".'' in order not to deny entry
to some exhibitor who has brought his blooms many miles only to find
he cannot quite make the twenty-five and so denied the privilege to ex
hibit. The class has been established to encourage exhibitions from a
distance, not to discourage them. At present entry is denied to all ex
hibitors from the State in which the show is being held. Should this be
changed and a distance limit of say 150 or 200 miles or more be sub
stituted? Maybe this would be too complicated, but taking Rockford
as an example, as the class is now set up, exhibitors from Wisconsin, just
sixteen miles away, would be admitted while exhibitors from Southern
Illinois would be denied though they live several hundred miles away and
it would be more difficult for them to bring good exhibits. Also, should
some special award be made the winner of the class, say a medal or some
thing of value. This cla^s has sometimes contained the finest flowers in
the show. Again should the conditions governing this class be set by
the Board or left to the local committee?

THE BEST FLOWER IN THE SHOW (The Farr Memorial
Medal Class)

The condition under which this medal was granted to this class was
that it be chosen from all the flowers in the show, which would obviously
be necessary if it were given to the best flower in the show. So it would
seem this cannot be changed, though the attempt has been made to limit
it to certain classes in many shows and always overruled. But no certain
method of choosing this flower has ever been specified. It simply says,
"by the judges." and does not say what judges. Now for many years
all the judges participated in choosing it. Of late years this task has been
given to the Seedling Committee along with that of choosing the Achieve
ment Medal and the Most Distinguished Entry in the show which has
been required by the donors of these medals. The change was made to
avoid the great confusion that has arisen at every show since the number
of judges has been so largely increased from the three or four of former
days to nearer twenty now.

THE COURT OF HONOR
Should this be put under the supervision of the Board of Directors and

have all rules and regulations affecting it set by them, or should it be left
to the local committee, as now, with the approval of the Schedule Com
mittee of the Society?
This Court is comparatively a newcomer to our shows. It was first

started in the shows held annually in Minneapolis or St. Paul. There it
consists of the usual best flower in certain color groups and types and in
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addition a class calling for five blooms in one container of five different
varieties. This latter class has only been placed in one of our National
Shows, Toronto in 1936. But the others have now become standard
almost in every show, though the number of blooms admitted has been
changed several times. As first established in the local ' Twin Cities
Shows, the exhibitor makes all entries and a special panel of three judges
chooses the winners. This has been the procedure at the last two National
Shows. At former shows a special panel of three judges chose the blooms
from all the exhibits in the hall and from them selected the winners. Be
cause members of the Seedling Committee have been occasionally chosen
on this panel of three special judges, some have gotten the impression that
the Seedling Committee has assumed this duty exclusively, and I hear
there is bitter complaint against them that they have done so. Of course,
this idea is entirely erroneous, as the Seedling Committee, as such, has
assumed no such duty as one of its prerogatives, quite the contrary. It
is a job, that I, as a member of that committee, should much rather be
relieved of, though I have been called on to act on it in the past two or
three years. The special committee has always been appointed by those
who have this to do, and members of the Seedling Committee have been
selected on several occasions as mentioned above. But this is beside the
point. The questions are: Who shall make the entries for the choice of
winners in this Court? Shall all the judges pick out flowers from the
classes they judge and place them on the table for judging and they, as
a group, then select the winners, or shall a select group of judges select
the winners after all the judges have brought in their candidates, or shall
a select group of judges do the selecting and judging too, or shall the in
dividual exhibitors make the entries and a select group of judges pick the
winners from their entries? Or shall both methods be combined and
any judge be allowed to enter any flower he may wish to enter from
any class in the show, provided he thinks it better than any flower the
individual exhibitors have already entered, and then a select group of
judges choose the winners? If judges are permitted to make entries, some
method mu:t be devised so that the deciding judges will not know whose
flowers they are judging.

SEEDLING CLASSES
While this is primarily a matter for the Seedling Committee to settle,

yet I am sure they will welcome any suggestions that may tend to clarify
these classes. At present they are divided into classes for seedlings under
name or number that have never been divided or propagated, classes for
seedlings that have been propagated but not yet placed into commerce,
and New Varieties that have been named and placed into commerce also.
The criticism has been made that no originator knows which seedlings
have been divided or placed in commerce and so does not know where his
seedlings belong. I wonder. We have had from twenty-five to fifty or
more entries in each of these classes every year since these distinctions
were made and the judges have always thought the exhibitors knew full
well what they were doing and never questioned them at any time. How
ever, if the conditions are not clear as now given, I hope any exhibitor
who feels that there should be further clarification will send me his views.
The further criticism has been made that no time limit has been set for
the New Varieties and so no exhibitor knows how far back he may go
in his entries. I may say that no time limit has been set because the
committee feels that it should be allowed to bestow honor where deserved,
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regardless of how long a variety may have been in commerce. This
applies only to the Seedling Classes under our charge and does not apply
to the American Home Achievement Medal, where a definite time limit
of three years has been set, because this medal is given primarily to a new
variety which has just been originated and shown, and they even prefer
that it has never been placed in commerce, but the concession of three
years was allowed in peonies only because of the difficulty attending their
showing which does not exist in other flowers to which the medals are
given, iris, dahlias, and gladiolus.

RULES
How many entries should any one exhibitor be allowed in any one

class? Should he be allowed only one entry in any one class (as former
ly) or two with only one prize (as now) or two with two prizes if
won? or three entries with two awards or three with one award, or three
with three awards if won? This latter method would sometimes make
it almost a one-man show.
Let us have your comments and suggestions on the above and any

other subject that is on your mind. Send them to me, as I do not care
to burden our secretary with the job of remailing them to me. I cannot
close this without some further tribute to three of our members who
have died recently.

A. B. FRANKLIN
The great American originators of peonies are few. but fortunately

their number is growing year by year. But. however many they may
be, the name of A. B. Franklin will always stand among the greatest.
I have had the pleasure of knowing him personally for sixteen years
It was always a delight to see and talk with him. I have walked with
him through his fields and his love and knowledge of his peonies was
inspiring to all who have had that privilege. His judgment of what
constituted a good peony was of the best. He has named and placed
in commerce about 125 varieties (the number is not exact). Of these
many now rank with the best in the world. Twelve now have a rating
of nine or better and doubtless more will attain that high rank as about
seventy-five of his newer ones have never been finally rated. One has
been awarded the Gold Medal of the Society, his namesake A. B. Franklin
(9.27). That is indeed a high honor, as less than ten varieties have at
tained it. Diadem (8.9) has also won a Silver Medal. Others have
won first class certificates, honorable mention and other high honors.
His exhibit of seedlings at Toronto won him the James Boyd Memorial
Medal for the Most Distinguished Exhibit in the Show. His Gopher
Beauty ranks among the top red singles (9.) and Charm is generally con
sidered as the best dark red Jap (9.22). His highest rating variety, Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt (9.4), is one that does well over all the country
and will possibly be a candidate for the Gold Medal before very long.
His genial and friendly disposition and his courtesy to strangers en

deared him to all who knew him. Long may his memory live.

JOHN A. BONGERS
In the early spring of 19^2 I received a letter from a man then un

known to me. This letter was the beginning of a friendship that has
become one of the most blessed memories of my life. Ever since that time
the month has seemed long indeed that did not bring one of his cheerful,
friendly, interesting letters. In them he discussed matters of common
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interest to us both from railroads to peonies, always with tolerance, good
judgment, and sound common sense. We have spent many happy hours
together visiting friends' gardens, viewing peony shows, and I was once
privileged to have him and his good wife as guests in my own home for
a few short hours, the memory of which I shall always cherish.
I think he has attended all of the National Shows for the past fifteen

years, except the one in Boston in 1935. He exhibited at many of them
and always contributed as much or more than any other exhibitor, for
he had one of the finest collections of the best peonies in the world to
draw from, and he was continually adding the best and had lately added
a number of hybrids and tree peonies also. Several shows are indebted
to him for the outstanding exhibits of singles and Japs he was always
able to put on. He was one of the best judges of a good peony I have ever
known, and we shall sorely miss his wise judgment and counsel at our
shows and as a director and officer of the Society. He was ever on the
alert to further its interests and the Society owes him a great debt of
gratitude for the hard work he did in its behalf. Personally I can truly
say that his death has left a void in my life that can never be filled. A
grand man has gone to his reward.

WILLIAM J. DOHERTY
On November 10th there passed away at his home in Woburn, Mas

sachusetts, another of my friends of long standing. This was big hearted
Bill Doherty, as we all knew him.
It seems from the rather meager information I have at present that

he came home from his work as Superintendent of the Buildings of the
Woburn High School feeling rather badly. This increased and he died
about two o'clock that morning, from a heart ailment.
Bill was a great big, friendly, redheaded Irishman whom everyone liked

who knew him. He was devoted to his peonies, and had collected over
the years one of the best lots of fine peonies to be found around Boston
and even in the country. He was a frequent exhibitor in the Boston Shows.
It was my privilege to visit every year for several years his gardens and I
shall always value my personal contact and friendship with him.
He is survived by his wife and two daughters who are now just about

grown.
In a future issue of the BULLETIN I shall touch on other matters that

may be of interest. Meanwhile let me have your comments on the mat
ters mentioned above, and please let them come soon.
Rapidan. Virginia, January 10, 1945

Peony Prices and Problems
Ernest Flint Kelsey, East Aurora. N. Y.

June is the peony grower's honeymoon. September is keeping house
with a spindle full of bills and little white flags fluttering on the line,
emblems of unconditional surrender to His Majesty, Heir Apparent to
peony problems. In June we bask in the sun room, in September we mess
around in the root cellar. In June we get an eye full, in September a
spade full. In June we ree the results of our efforts, in September it's a
gambler's chance what that spade will heave out. Peony digging is like
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fishing, you may land a muskie or a skimpy little bony rock bass. Per
haps this simile is unfair to the peony as sometimes we anglers get nothing
from our efforts but a wet back and a wolfish hunger. However, there is
an element of uncertainty as you look at the luxuriant tops and hope the
roots will be "tops" too. How many times there is a bunch of eyes
sticking out like the broken limb of a tree with the roots taking a con
cealed hammerlock on a corkscrew root in the middle of the muddle.
Mother Nature is a peculiar old lady, quite liable to surprise us with con
trasts in her flora. Few if any plants have such twisted, coiled, contorted,
gnarled and knotted roots as the peony and none have such marvelously
beautiful blooms. Heave ho and out she comes; sometimes the roots
will shake almost clean of dirt and sometimes with a large chunk of your
acreage attached. Like a successful motion before the house, the ayes
have it. Give me a crown with lots of eyes and a novice like me can get
standard divisions the knife supplies the "adequate root system" (see
all our catalogs) .
These are some of the problems and they are closely related to prices,

or should be if we don't want to hunt for that bottle of red ink. Really.
I wish we did not have to talk about such a gross subject as prices. It
seems to me the ideal peony garden is one where I could give away and
give away and give away blooms and dig no roots. I'd throw away my
spade but keep my cutting knife sharp. The vulgar necessity of eating
and fumbling through the buffet drawers for those ration points makes it
imperative. There are three reasons why we must consider peony prices,
breakfast, dinner and supper. Surely Heaven smiles on the man who
has an assured income and a peony hobby. This is a combination of
front-page happiness.
Well, folks, pull up your chairs and let's go to it. Frankly, I would

prefer someone more experienced would open the debate. I write this
with the earnest expectation that whether you agree or disagree you will
use the facilities of the BULLETIN to express your views and don't "for
ever hold your peace."

These observations are made from the experience in a one-man peony
garden. Larger plantings require hired help, with a proportionately larger
overhead, so there should be little difference in the net results per dollar
of investment. Suppose we take as an example a peony that sells for a
dollar for a standard three to five-eye division. It is a well established
five-year plant. Perhaps five years ago we paid 60c for it. Since then it
has been occupying a three- foot space and has had five years of cultiva
tion, removal, and burning of tops. etc. We dig it for a division ordered
and are lucky if we get four or five standard divisions. In the majority
of cases this may be an overstatement. For a cash investment five years
ago we have a net profit of 40c, plus four divisions, for which we must
find an immediate sale or store for later planting. This planting requires
additional land and we have lost the use of these four divisions for two
or three years. This does not take into consideration the loss of land
for further planting, interest on our money for five years, labor for the
same period, packing materials, stationery, printing, postage, record books,
and numerous incidentals, besides some replacements. Also we must take
into account tools, loss of stock, taxes, insurance, and perhaps other items
I may have omitted. If we can reduce the selling price to 50c with these
costs it is doubtful that we can break even. Were it not a fact that you
are liable to sell a comparatively few higher priced varieties your net re
sults would be in the red. The ceiling on peonies has been dropping for
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years. Hundred dollar peonies are in the limbo of boom days long past.
One of the much touted topnotcher hundred-dollar peonies, an aristocrat of
bygone days, now lives across the railroad tracks in McFadden's row of
flats ... $2.50 per. Let us put this in the form of a question, in view
of these costs, can we afford to sell a standard division for less than a
dollar?
Let us be fair and look at another side of the question. We would

probably all benefit if the peony were more universally known and
planted. We are miles and miles away from the saturation point for
this wonderful perennial. There are still tens of thousands of flower
lovers who are not familiar with the modern paeonia albiflora. Every
year scores of garden-loving people are amazed at their beauty, the great
variety of kinds and colors. Would the overall result be greater if some
of the commercial varieties were sold at 50c? I must confess that a pur
chase of some small shriveled roots at a five-and-ten emporium started
me in the peony "game." Others may have been intrigued by the beauty
of Mons. Jules Elie, Festiva Maxima or Karl Rosenfield that they saw ad
vertised at 50c. The price appeal was there, if not the beauty appeal.
This is not an appeal for price fixing, but a suggestion for floor fixing.

These may be feeble and incomplete statements of the subject but I give
them to provoke thought and friendly discussion.

.4 1* J*

Peony Performances - 1944
Marvin C. Karrels, Milwaukee, Wis.

The season was the most unusual I have experienced since I began to
grow peonies. It is a good example of why a planting should consist of
earlies, midseason and lates. The earlies and some of the midseason va
rieties were almost all under par if left to open on the plants. The reason
for this was that we had a uniformly cool season up to about June 10.
when suddenly the weather turned extremely warm just as the buds on
the early varieties began to color and lift a petal. The buds began to
pop open like popcorn without any further chance of developing. The
result was a lot of small-size flowers. The buds that failed to open the
first day or two of the 90-degree heat and were cut and placed in cold
storage in water developed into fine bloom. The only exception I had
in my planting was Mons. Jules Elie. which opened up fine large bloom in
spite of the heat. I cannot account, for this, except that my plants of
Mons. Jules Elie always seem to be exceptionally vigorous and probably
had the strength to resist the heat and not open its buds until the fufl
development was there. I may be wrong in this conclusion, but from
my observation, that's the way it appeared to me.
I also found out that the best way to bring out the full beauty of a

peony bloom is to cut and store for three to seven days. If cut at just the
right time, many varieties will not suffer if a much longer time in cold
storage is used.
On the subject of cutting it was my experience that the best bloom I

had after taking out of cold storage were the flowers that I had just cut
after a heavy rainfall the night before. I know that most growers say not
to cut after a rainfall because of the danger of rot in the petals during
storage. I detected no rot in my bloom. Even those flowers that were
half open when cut showed none. It was my conclusion that the heavy
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rain of the night before was of benefit to the stored bloom because the
plant absorbed the moisture from the soil and sent the sap into the bud
and gave it reserve strength to fully expand and open after taking out
of storage.
Morning cutting also seems to be the best. The quarter or half open

bloom is fresh and crisp and seems to stand the storage better without
getting ragged so quickly after taking out of storage. The poorest time
to cut seems to be late afternoon after the bud has been exposed to the
heat of the day. From my observation these buds were the hardest to
open and became ragged soon after opening. Cutting about an hour or
two after dark also seemed to give good results, but not as good as those
cut early in the morning.
I did not cut any buds during the day, so cannot say what the results

would have been had I done so. The authorities say to watch your
bloom at all times of the day. even say to check your buds every hour of
the day so as to get the bloom at just the right time. I have found that
unnecessary. I have a business to operate and couldn't be out there at
all times of the day (especially in these times of help shortage), to cut
my peony bloom. I confined my cutting to 4:30 in the morning and
8 to 10 in the evening. I bagged a number of buds a week or so earlier
but got good show bloom from a lot of unbagged buds.
To get the first show blooms I think bagging is necessary about a week

or so before cutting. I took most of my newly cut buds to the refrigerator
as soon as possible after cutting, but those that I cut in the evening 1 kept
in the pump pit in my basement until morning and then put in the cooler.
Several times I forgot a pail or two of cut buds in the pump pit and they
stayed there 36 hours or longer before they got in the cooler. It didn't
seem to make much difference. They opened as well as the others. The
temperature in the pump pit is constant at about 50 degrees. I stored
both in water and dry and found the water storage gave better results.
Some of the buds in dry storage failed to open after taking out.
As the National Show was here in Milwaukee this year. I cut about

900 blooms and had about 20 buds which failed to open and about 100
which were "shakers." or the petals fell upon putting in containers after
taking out of storage. As our show dates were the 24th and 25th of
June I had some buds in storage since the 7th and 8th and had them
open up as well as those I cut later. I took the flowers over to the
showroom the night of the 23d and put them in water but made no at
tempt to set them up in displays until the next morning. Many were
still in bud like big soft marshmallows: some were half open and even
some were practically full open. When I arrived the next morning at
6 o'clock most were beginning to expand and open up. I began to set
up my displays at about 8 A.M. (too late) and if it hadn't been for
the willing and helping hands of Mrs. R. E. Kartack of Baraboo. Wis..
I fear I shouldn't have been able to complete my entries. I tried to
select blooms that had not yet fully opened, figuring that by the time the
judges got around the blooms would be about right. It's amazing how
quickly those half-open blooms will expand into full blown blooms in
a couple of hours, after coming out of storage. After setting up all the
entries in classes we thought we had time to get into, we surveyed the
various classes and made some replacements before the judging started.
The show committee had provided several tables for surplus bloom

and all the surplus bloom was set up on these. After the judging was
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over I found some better bloom among my surplus than I had in some of
my entries. This was probably due to the haste in which I had to work
and also to the fact that some of the blooms were still coming on and
fully expanded in the last hour or two. It was my first attempt in a
National show and I want to say that it is really a thrill to see those big
buds develop into enormous globes of beauty almost before your eyes.
The selecting into classes and the replacing of the blooms, and even the
haste in which you have to work is all part of the fun. If you have
never entered any of your blooms in a peony show, I can assure you you
are missing a big thrill in peony growing. So much for my experience
in cutting, storing, and showing.
To continue with the season and performance of the plants. After

several days of the 90-degree weather we got heavy rains and cool weather
and the remaining midseason and late varieties really came on and opened
up big and beautiful.
Some of the finest blooms were Coral Queen. Nick Shaylcr, Solange.

Elsa Sass, Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt. Kelway's Glorious. Blanche King. Mrs.
John M. Kleitsch and Martha Bulloch.
The most fragrant were Mrs. John M. Kleitsch. Myrtle Gentry, Martha

Bullcch. Duchesse de Nemours and Edulis Superba. Most double peonies
from my observation are fragrant, with the exception of most of the
reds. I have noticed a difference in the degree of fragrance in the same
variety from year to year. This year Mrs. John M. Kleitsch and Martha
Bulloch were intensely fragrant, while last year, my notes say, only faint
ly fragrant. Some varieties are never fragrant. In my planting Elsa Sass
and Nick Shaylor are never fragrant, but they certainly make up for this
lack by their beautiful form, size and color. Some growers speak of
orange blossom fragrance, or sweet bay, magnolia fragrance or lilac fra
grance in their peonies, but I could never detect any of these fragrances
in any of my varieties. Maybe my sniffer isn't sensitive enough to dis
cern these other elusive floral fragrances. To me the fragrance of the
peony is entirely distinct and I shouldn't even like them to smell like an
orange blossom or a magnolia. It seems to me that this question of odor
and fragrance can vary from person to person as well as from variety to
variety. I believe the membership would like to hear from Mr. James
Mason on this matter of fragrance as I think he has made quite an in
vestigation into the fragrance of the various varieties. If Jim ever
visits your garden, the first thing he docs is to bury his nose in a bloom
and says: "I think this one is fragrant, don't you?" When you see him
wandering around a show room he invariably has pollen grains around
his sniffer. I have even heard from official quarters that he be appointed
the Official Sniff Hound for the society. All kidding aside, I too like
fragrant peonies, and I consider it a very desirable quality.
The surprise peony in my garden this season was E. G. Hill. It is

low rated (only 7.6) but I noticed that it was in several winning das es
at Minneapolis this year. I have had it for four years and never thought
much of it. This year it bloomed out a fine brilliant deep pink much like
the new Tondeleyo. Another peony that didn't show up so well last
year but did itself proud this year was A. B. Franklin. Coral Queen also
came through with fine large salmon-pink bloom. The best in the garden
this year.
Now for some not-so-goods. Le Cygne. very small, first bad season

in seven years. La Lorraine, small, and poor form two years in a row.
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Nancy Dolman, not one good bloom opened on three plants. Nancy
last year was fine, big and very late. Hansina Brand, the blooms that
opened were very fine, but too many failed to open.
My biggest blooms this year were Nick Shaylor, Mons. Jules E!ie.

Solange, Coral Queen. Elizabeth Huntington and Pres. Wilson.
I have probably written too much and give Mr. Christman permis

sion to delete the superfluous. I don't want to set myself up as an expert,
especially on the cutting and storage of peony blooms, but have only tried
to present my observations and conclusions, and hope it may prove some
what interesting to some readers.

Radishes vs Rivoires
Roy G. Gayle. Rockford. III.

Well a custom which hath prevailed since time immemorial hath
followed true to form: the peony season has "came and went."
I am a humble peony grower my wife a master vegetable grower.

During the growing season I took time out from plucking weeds from
my peony beds to see how the vegetable garden was progressing even
tho I fail to find romance in the art of growing cabbage, corn, and cauli
flower. However, I felt it my moral duty, as an exceedingly co-operative
husband, to make this annual pilgrimage. So with malice in my heart I
threw the full amperage of my scornful gaze at her garden. And what
did I behold : one solid row of radishes one hundred and fifty feet long and all
planted at the same time with eight radishes to the half lineal inch. All
else done in the same scientific manner. The elapsed time between my
remarks and when the insult direct was passed was too speedy to be
recorded by any modern instrument. So I went back to my peony-patch

tromped on Elsa Sass, kicked the foliage off Therese. insulted Mrs. F.
D. R.. pulled up Blanche King bodily, and used language that caused
Evening Star to blush.
What have I profited by the season's labors and observations.' I con

cluded that my peonies were like my wife's radishes too many of 'em.
Therefore I decided to dig out a lot of them and to my amazement I find
that this action has caused a lot of unsightly vacant holes. Now my
problem, Mr. Anthony, is what to do with these cavities. I had ordered
a choice array of Mr. Glasscock's hybrids and forty other equally non
descript things and have been wondering about burying them in those un
sightly spots. Now, Mr. Anthony, do you think that would be the right
thing to do?
Now for the observations: I'll reverse the orthodox order and place

the climax first by beginning with the finest flower. It was none other
than To Kalon. from a two-year-old plant. With nearly six hundred
plants, consisting of over two hundred varieties, it had some real com
petition. If it grows more beautiful with age. I may junk the other
whites.
Next came Lois Q. Gayle from a five-year-old plant. Some well quali

fied judges considered it better than To Kalon. but I, being biased on
account of the raddish incident, awarded it second place. This is a
seedling of Howard Wigell's which was registered this year. It has
shown quality for the past four years, but did not reach its zenith until
the fifth year. If that is a characteristic, then it's a bad one. as I prefer
a plant that does not have such a long period of adolescence.
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Was anticipating seeing Mr. Kelsey's Rare Etching in bloom this year, but
it bud-blighted, so I shall extend the anticipation. Laura Kelsey, also on
a two-year plant, looked like a quality flower on strong stems, but just
before it was fully open a severe wind and rainstorm smeared it and
Grace Gedge all up. Lois Kelsey "just ain't" my type. It reminds me
of a weatherbeaten cactus-flowered dahlia.
For the first time my Le Cygnes were below their usual high standard.

From its consistent past record I still consider Le Cygne the finest all-
around peony extant.
Blanche King produced the largest flowers I have ever seen too large
but of fine form and coloring. I have but two plants and can't rave

much about the plant form and habit as they are sprawly and ungainly.
Singles: Pico's buds blighted. I have three plants, but they are year

lings and two-year-olds, so I have it to look foward to next year. Im
perial Pink was swell and is a really artistic and beautiful flower. Arcturusl
Brethren there is a real single. I place it at the top of all singles.
Japs: (to which I am very partial) I consider a recent introduction

by Art Murawska named Dignity to be the finest thing yet created. It's
a knock-out! Color similar to Arcturus. This opinion is based on com
parison with 31 Jap varieties I grow including such fine things as Nippon
Brilliant. Tomate Boku, Kukeni Jishi, and Charm.
Rockford will be the host city for the 1945 A.P.S. National Show,

and I am in hopes that John Howard Wigell will be in its prime, for if it
is, visitors will see a flower of unusual color. It is a truly out-door
flower for its beauty is at its best on the plant. Artificial lighting de
stroys its coloring. In plant form it has no equal and it is so perfect in
its globular pattern that it looks like a sheared specimen. The flowers
are uniformly interspersed throughout the foliage like a tree peony. Good
mannered too, for the flowers do not crowd each other. It is indeed a
landscape gardener's dream plant.
I wish to state, in order to repel any appraisal of bias, that I do not

sell peonies or vegetables and am not in the market for either and
any remarks that I have made, provided they are of a complimentary
nature, were purely unintentional. My opinions are purely personal
and are not to be construed as being indorsed by the navy and further
more I am not a candidate for any political office, and intend to quit
growing peonies when my obituary is written.
Rockford, the golden buckle of the great peony belt, priding itself as

having the largest A.P.S. membership of any city in the U. S., invites
you to be our guest at the 1945 Show. We're out to outdo the Rochester
Show, and that's no small order. So polish up your "pineys" and plan
to exhibit your favorites at this coming "greatest show on earth."

Peonies In Kansas
Myron D. Bigger. Topeka. Kansas

There may be a feeling among some people that Kansas is a desert, but
if they had been here last year they would have had the feeling that
if it was a de:ert they were on a wet oasis. We have had too much rain,
and it has come in long cloudy spells. Rain is a fine thing and we can
not get along without it. but when it stays cloudy for long spells it is
rather hard on vegetation.
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I have grown about five hundred varieties of peonies here in Kansas
and when I talk to growers from other parts of the country I find that,
as a rule, most of the ones that are slow or hard to grow for me are also
hard for most of the other growers.
On my trip to Minnesota in 1943 and 1944 I found that the peonies

that did well for me also did well for them, but just a little better than
they did for me. They were taller and larger, but aside from that they
were about the same quality that we grow.
We cannot grow LeCygne, Addielanchea, La France. Candeur, Madelon.

E. J. Shaylor. Enchanteresse. Marguerite Gerard. Gov. Fuller. Pasteur.
Rosa Bonheur. Solange and several others to any degree of satisfaction.
While some years they will give me some good bloom, there is no degree
of satisfaction in their behavior.
I could go into my list of peonies right down the alphabet but I believe

that would tire everyone out too much, so I will take several of those
that do the best for me.
Of course at the top of my list is Myrtle Gentry. In 1944 it was

caught by the frost, the first time it has failed to bloom for me since I
planted it in 1928. Until I started to grow Myrtle Gentry and several
years after my favorite peony was Reine Hortense. I have grown Reine
Hortense in quantity since 1925, and I have never had a crop failure. One
year a late sleet hit my field when the peonies were about eighteen inches
high and the only variety that bloomed was Reine Hortense. I had a
few scattered on the rest of field, but Reine Hortense gave enough to sell
some fine bloom.
Of course, Mons. Jules Elie is a fine peony with me and usually gives

a good account of itself. Its large blooms never fail to break down the
most stubborn flower hater. La Perle is an old peony that is always
good for me. I get a thrill out of a long row of La Perle. because it al
ways looks like a trimmed privet hedge because the top of the row is
so even.
Ella Christensen is a peony that does not seem to be as much in the

public eye as it should be. Every year I have to stop and admire it when
it is in bloom: it makes no difference how busy I am. It is tall, the
bloom is above the average in beauty and the stem is strong enough to
carry it. If you have never grown Ella Christensen you should get one
or two and start. Another peony that seems to have been missed is
Nimbus. For me it has been growing along the side of Baroness Schroeder
for years and I will say that I believe it is a better variety than Baroness
Schroeder. For me it has given more and better blooms. It is a better
multiplier and the plant is taller.
Armance Dessert with its very large light pink cup-shaped blooms is

certainly a beauty. It will bloom every year. Mr. Sass certainly gave
us a good peony when he named Adonis. Its cone-shaped three-decked
bloom of light pink is a fine one. Clemenceau is tall and fine and I like
it very much. The blooms are an odd shade of pink, but it is very pretty.
Mme. Emile Debatene is a peony that all of the visitors will ask the name.
That is almost always a good sign that a peony is a good color. Mme.
Emile Debatene is dark pink and we need good ones in this color. I like
it and I believe you will too if you will try it.
To date the best Franklin peony that I have grown is June Day. It

certainly does itself proud every year. Its fine beautiful pink blooms de
serve a place in all fine collections. Minuet is also fine. Mr. Franklin
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had thousands of this variety that would have won first in any show,
last year when I visited him. It is tall, light pink and has a fine carriage.
Chief and Acme seem just a little tight for me.
I was glad that I went to Minnesota last year, because I saw why

Mrs. J. V. Edlund was so well liked. It has not done very much for me
but I saw it so fine that I am very much in favor of it. When it is good,
La Lorraine with its white tinted pink blooms, leaves very little to be
desired. It certainly did itself fine in 1944. I picked it by the arm-load
this year. Liberty Bell is very bright and is very pretty and has done
very well for me.
Early every blooming season Marietta Sisson will pop out and make

everyone take notice. I like its medium pink blooms. Of all pink
peonies Mrs. Livingston Farrand has the rest bested. No other peony
is so near true pink. While the plant has not been the best for me, the
color and flower is enough to carry it through. A lot of people do not
like the peony Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt until they see it, then it makes no
difference whether they are Republicans or Democrats, they have to admit
it is a very nice flower. Right here I want to say that I believe that it is
a poor idea to name new varieties after political people. There are so
many people of some other political belief that the variety is half lost
before it starts. Again I want to say the peony Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt
is a fine peony. Another light pink peony that I am crazy about is Mrs.
W. L. Gumm. If you do not like this flower then you do not like fine
peonies. Mrs. J. H. Neeley does very well for me, but I have not grown
it long enough to put it into a class with Myrtle Gentry and Reine Hor-
tense yet.
Taking everything into consideration I believe the best white peony in

my experience is Mrs. Frank Beach. I'll admit there are some larger and
taller, but none of them do better for me in all respects at the
same time. I believe it is one of the best-keeping white peonies that I
have ever grown. I have never had much success with Elsa Sass.
Maybe my plants were not very good because I have seen some very fine
blooms of it. Mme. Edouard Doriat is very good and should make a
very good cut flower. I have never had any good blooms on Mrs. Edward
Harding. Maybe it is the heavy soil that I grew them on. Mrs. A. M .
Brand sure grows fine heavy plants, but it needs cooler weather than we
have, to open it correctly. Luxor is truly a white Mons. Jules Elie.
While it is a little short it is fine. White Eagle and Diana are both very
white and very good. It seems that to be a good storage peony a variety
has to have a little pink or red in it. The whites do not take cold storage
very well. Mrs. Frank Beach seems to be an exception. In Lincoln at
the National Peony show in 1937, when the show was taken down on
Sunday evening, I believe that every bloom of Mrs. Frank Beach that I
had there was still good.
Kelway's Glorious always grows and blooms and makes a good show

for itself. I also have Mrs. James Kelway which is supposed to be an
improved Kelway's Glorious, but for me it is not any better, if it is quite
as good. I do not see why it was named when it was so similar.
W. L. Gumm is a very nice-peony as is also Mrs. A. B. Franklin. Two

old time white peonies that always do well for me are Mme. Emde
Lemoine and Bertrade. Nanette is very good and is not as fully known
as it should be. Mrs. John M. Good is very good in Kansas. Mr.
Brand's Frances Willard is always fine and should be in all top notch
collections.
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When I get into the reds, I will have to mention a seedling of my
own. Kansas has always bloomed for me whether it was on small or
large plants. It is one of my best reds, but maybe I am a little prejudiced
in my opinion.
Philippe Rivoire is still the peony that carries the finest red of them all.

Matilda Lewis and Mons. Martin Cahuzac are both very black, but my
favorite of the two is Matilda Lewis. It blooms more consistently for me.
Mrs. Bryce Fontaine is a fine dark red peony that Mr. Brand certainly
can be proud of. If you are looking for a bright red peony, be sure to
not overlook Ruth Elizabeth. It gives fine blooms and is very bright.
On my last visit to Mr. Brand's I saw Tempest and I saw that it was

a "must have" peony. I do not have them, but I'm looking forward to
the time when I have King Midas, Dearborn, Louis Joliet. Onondaga, and
W. E. Blanchette, to compare with the reds as I know them.
We are fortunate enough to have as many good reds as we have whites

and pinks.
When we come to the Japs I have never grown so many of them, but

I do have some very fine ones. Largo is a bright pink that always stops
people that try to pass it. Hart-ai-nin and Charm are to me the finest of
all the dark red Japs that I have ever either grown or seen. Isani Gidui
is still my best white Jap. I like Tamate Boku very well, although it is
not a very strong grower, it certainly gives very large fine flowers. Here
I wish to mention Westerner, my own light pink Jap.
Mrs. Freeborn has given us the best white single that I hive ever

grown when she raised Pico. Her Red Harmony is also very good. Im
perial Red is a very odd shade of red that makes it a very pretty peony.
Josette by Dr. Brethour should not be overlooked because it is an excep
tional light pink single. Two other fine pink singles are Jeanne Ernould
and Helen.
I know I have overlooked some very fine peonies that should be in

this list, but I do not want to make this article too long so I can write
more later.
Take it all in all, I believe that we grow almost as good peonies here

in eastern Kansas as anywhere. We do not always grow them as large as
they do farther North but we like them and they are all gone before my
friends up North have any to compare them to so I guess I can keep
even with them that way.

# it <*

A Suggestion for a Peony Breeders'
and Hybridizers Section

FRED E. WiNSLOW. Western Springs. III.
Several years ago I read of the wonderful work Mr. Dunbar had done

in breeding improved lilacs, and that he had died, and it was implied
that there was no one left to conserve or continue his wonderful work.
Luther Burbank, whose work has been popularized by publicity, had

his work conserved when it was taken over by a seed company and a
nursery company.
For several years I have been interested in peony breeding and have had

a few thrills from some seedlings, but the splendid exhibit of hybrid
peonies by Lyman D. Glasscock at the recent peony show at Milwaukee.
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Wis., was most interesting to me. They were more interesting to me
than the "Queenly Beauties" of the "Court of Honor," for each hybrid
gives promise of being parents of future "Queenly Beauties" that will
outshine those of the present shows.
His exhibit was only a part of one man's contribution toward peony

hybridizing. Similar exhibits from Prof. A. P. Saunders, Edward Auten
Jr., and other hybridizers and peony breeders would have added much
to the show in this most fascinating work.

Since it requires several years from the cross-pollenizing for peony seed
to the production of a finished stable variety, one can readily see that only
a good start can be made by any one man toward real accomplishment in
production. Mo t of us who are not in the business never have time to
more than get started at this work because our "daily bread and butter"
requirements are exacting until if we are fortunate we can largely
forget this item and pursue such a hobby.
I believe the American Peony Society is fortunate in being in a position

to help organize, coordinate, and direct this work in a satisfactory and
constructive manner.
I suggest a "Section" be organized to carry on this work with peony

breeders and hybridizers, who would be willing to cooperate, so their
progress and accomplishments would be perpetuated and made available
for future work.
This work should be carried on by and under a capable director whose

records would be available to those members wishing to cooperate. Would
not hybridizers and breeders be willing to contribute or loan their plants
or products for such a project.' Would not such a plan increase progress
and interest by individuals in hybridizing and peony breeding? Of
course, the breeder's equity and ownership in all cases would have to be
guarded and perhaps many other details be cared for in such a program:
but these are only details.
Since there are many industries and organizations now carrying on

laboratory and other technical work in our colleges and universities, I
believe the work could satisfactorily be cared for at and by some agricul
tural department of a university or U. S. experiment station who would
furnish the staff members. Since all advancement and progress would
ultimately be for the benefit of the general public, it is only reasonable
that the public should provide this service.
Should the American Peony Society think favorable of organizing a

"section" on peony breeding and conservation of breeders' progress, and
work out a satisfactory system, some university will be glad to accept the
responsibility of providing a director and supervise the work under the
direction and advice of the society.

M Mt .*

My Experience in Trying to Breed a Yellow
Chinensis Peony

H. W. HODGSON, South Plainfield. N. J.
As a hobby, I have followed the hybridizing of roses and peonies for

thirty years, and barring all talk of people I have met who state, the
groundwork has been laid out so in the past, that the later hybridizer
has clear sailing.
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This is not true of the peony as the groundwork of earlier workers has
made it difficult for those of the present.
To give a clearer idea of my meaning I will have to state a few facts

relative to color in seedlings of hybrids from hand-fertilized seed.
Color is color, no matter if it is dye, oil or water paint, and we know

a mixture of one or more colors gives a shade, or another color.
Take a cross between two peonies, albiflora. for example, let's take two

red, on straight species: the resulting seedling should be red.
Try it on the peony albiflora and see what you may get whites,

light pinks are likely to show up in the seedling. This has been one
of the biggest handicaps in getting a yellow. Thousands of crosses ha%'e
been made, only to find nothing worth while, after waiting years for
the seedlings to bloom.
The next move considered was to add chemicals to the soil, and this

included oxjdes, chlorides and iodides of various metals, where the seed
lings were growing in hopes of having this work out a color control, as
it is a fact that some colors and shades show up better in some soils than
in others.

Some of the seedlings having this treatment show a marked improve
ment. I also tried crossing to get a blend and from this I have 4 2 41.
a yellow with a trace of orange. As this past spring is the third season
of blooming, I am satisfied it is now stable, or fixed, as the first
three years seedlings are liable to change.

Another interesting bloom of the second year is B 7 2 44: this is a
pink and in the light reflects a yellow. The deepest of yellow is seedling
16 24 40. a tall grower, free flowering yellow.
To add to this article, and to show how near all hybrids which are

fertile compare, we will take you to an island in the West Indies where 1
spent 4 months the past winter constructing an electrical plant for a chem
ical company. This island has a population of 35 whites, including the
owners of the chemical company, and children and employees. There are
about 1000 negro and colored hybrids of negro and white, and negro and
Indian mixtures.
One colored family, the husband of which is an employee of the British

crown, holding an official position on the island, informed the writer
that his father and grandfather were white. The same is true of his
wife, excepting she had an Indian mixture in addition to a white father
and grandfather.
There were twelve children in this family, all with brown skin and

straight black hair, excepting the youngest daughter, a girl of two and
one-half years, and her hair was straight and blond. This was a case
of reverting back to her white foreparcnts.
So with peony albitlora. we can get and must expect any color, or

form to spring up, no matter what care has been taken in the selection
of parents. Inbreeding, to an extent, gives a change in character and
form, with a tendency to create resulting seedlings with an increase in
singles.
This article was written only to give my views from experience and

results obtained. In all, I am strong in my view, a break in color may
come some day through chemistry. The reason this statement is made
can be answered in a few lines and those who have noted this may agree.
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Have any of you readers noted strawberry or blackberry plants growing
under some brush or tree some distance from a berry patch and often they
are an improvement in some way. These were dropped by birds. The
same is true in regard to corn or other grains which had been transported
from their original location through horse or cattle droppings. I have
noted some wonderful results from such occurrences, and have also noted
in some cases a marked improvement over the seed-bearing parent.
Why is this? I have tried to the limit of my small chemical knowledge

to bring about a break by soaking seed in certain chemicals, and it may
be another year or two before results are known and can be reported on.
It is my intention, in a year or so, to release some of my yellow peonies

to a few growers to try out in different soils and locations, and get the
general comments on such results.

it .* jl

Report on Toronto Peony Planting
Charles Bauckham, Toronto. Canada

May I first apologize for the delay in answering your letter to me of
March 23 last. When I received this I felt it would be much better to wait
until the peonies bloomed for the current season so that I could give you
the best information concerning the very fine planting which was donated
by the members of the Society to the parks department, City of Toronto,
in 1936 to commemorate the holding of the annual show in Toronto
at that time.
These peonies were received from the donors in several separate ship

ments and the writer personally cleared them through the customs and
delivered them to the parks department, at which time the parks com
missioner assured me they would be well taken care of, and told me of
his plans concerning them.
Sunnybrook Park was recently acquired by the city, and as it covers

nearly two hundred acres, the commissioner planned to develop it in due
course as a botanical garden because of its suitability for this purpose.
He expressed to me at that time the hope that he could ultimately have
a fine separate planting of Peonies, Iris, Delphinium and other suitable
perennials placed in a location where the soil would meet the peculiar
requirements of each perennial. During the depression, however, munici
pal finances were not very buoyant, and with Canada, as you know, war
broke out in the fall of 1939, which created another reason for postpon
ing this fine development. The result is that the planting of the peonies
donated by the members of the Society is still located where they were
originally planted awaiting the time when they can be replanted to suit
a larger development scheme.
When I visited the planting again I was particularly struck with the

fine growth which indicated they were in an ideal location as far as soil
is concerned, but not the best location from the public viewpoint. They are
somewhat isolated and the planting will not serve its proper purpose un
til such time as they are transplanted in a more convenient place where the
public can view them. I am advised that the parks department has a
complete record of their names and locations, and had it not been first
for the depression and then the war, they would have found a more
prominent and suitable location. The plants, as well as the bloom, were
so remarkable that they deserve a more prominent location where the citi
zens of Greater Toronto can view them to advantage.
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You will probably be interested to know that the government is plan
ning a very large soldiers' hospital in Sunnybrook Park, although I un
derstand the location is not near the peony planting, but it will be the
beginning of development of the park which it is hoped will be carried
on ultimately embracing plans which the parks commissioner has in mind.
It was always my hope that this planting would be a monument to the
members of the American Peony Society, but war conditions are such
that matters of this kind must take second place, and we are all anxiously
looking forward to the time when we can resume our normal way of life.
I regret that I cannot make a better report than this at the present time

but I am sure those who were kind enough to make this planting possible
will appreciate the difficulties that have been faced here. They will un
derstand the situation and realize the planting is in good hands, has been
well taken care of and it will ultimately find the prominence which was
contemplated for it.

NOTICE
In accordance with the authority vested in me by the Constitution I

have appointed L. W. LINDGREN, of St. Paul, Minnesota, to act as
Vice President of The American Peony Society until such time as his
successor may be elected by the Directorate.

SignedGeorge W. Peyton, President
Rapidan, Virginia. December 15, 1944

Department of Registration
The following two peonies have been submitted for registration bv Mr.

W. E. Lanigan. 137 10th Street, Lincoln, 111.

Esther M it tendorff (Lanigan 1944) Double type; large midceason. Light
rose pink, paling at tips of petals. Floriferous: slightly fragrant.
Moderately tall; good stems and foliage.

Mavourneen (Lanigan 1944) Semi-double type; medium size: midseason.
Light rose pink: rather flat blooms: fairly floriferous. Plant is
somewhat dwarf.

Mr. Myron D. Bigger of R.R. 4, Topeka, Kas., presents his seedling
for registration.
Kaw Valley (Bigger 1944) (Karl Rosenfield). Double, very dark red

that holds its color. Blooms very large, but stems stiff, holding
bloom erect. Dependable bloomer. Formerly carried as seedling
No. H-36.

River Road Peony Gardens, River Grove. 111., has the following two
varieties for registration.
Pepite d'Or (Murawska 1944) Color blush, fading to ivtfry white.

Single. Very robust grower, tall, cupped, center mass of pollen
bearing stamens. Early.

Golden Light (Murawska 1944) Very late white Jap. Tall and robust
grower. Petals notched. Main attraction is very large cushion of
stamenodes which remain after outside petals fall. Good prop
agator. Staminodes do not turn black in rainy weather.
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I have no excuse to make for the lateness of this issue, as it was brought
about by conditions beyond my control. I hope this issue will lose none
of its appeal by being tardy, for we have presented some articles that call
for comment and we hope these comments will be forthcoming without
delay so we can get the material ready for the March BULLETIN. We
need come more articles, and these winter days, with their long evenings,
will be found most desirable to prepare something for the BULLETIN. I
feel quite certain that many of you have something on your mind that
you would like to present to our readers and the BULLETIN is yours to do
this very thing. It will be just what you make it.
Now this request is presented for the newer members as well as those

who have been faithful members for years. Our membership is made up
chiefly of amateur and advanced amateur growers who feel the peony is
one of our finest perennials. They know how to grow them to put the
professional grower in the background. They may not have the quantity,
but the quality is there, and they can nurture each one of their prized
beauties to produce the most entrancing blooms that can be found in the
showroom. Our hats are off to them. The professional growers can
well say. "We grow 'em, they show 'em." Our chief argument in stock
is that we don't have the time to coddle them or prepare the ground for
their reception like the amateur. Now this is absolutely true, and most
amateurs are well aware of this situation. He can therefore enter the
annual exhibitions with a feeling of certainty he can compete with any
one, professional or otherwise. I am glad this feeling exists, for it is
this very thing that makes our fine exhibitions.

Our new President is presenting some matters that I hope will be
straightened out soon. Write him your views on these matters.

Mr. Kelsey. in his most pleasing manner has touched upon peony
prices. Here is a subject of interest to us all.
Mr. Karrels gives us an insight of his peony experiences last season.

He has some of the finest varieties, and knows how to grow and show
them.
Mr. Roy Gayle presents his views on peony performance of some of

the finer peonies. He surely knows peonies and loves them. Due to
restrictions, this annual exhibition will doubtless be carried over until
1946, but you can rest assured that we will have a real show when we
can go ahead unhampered. Possibly another year will see transportation
facilities greatly clarified.
Mr. Myron Bigger has given us a report on performance of peonies in

Kansas. Wish that we might have had some of the excess rain they
didn't need and we longed for so fervently.
Mr. Winslow has suggested a plan to perpetuate the work of peony

breeders. I do not believe this subject has ever been presented to our
readers before. If so. I do not recall the incident at this time.
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Mr. Hodgson is working hard to get a real yellow peony, and if per

sistence counts, he will succeed. It is possible that some of you peony
hybridizers can add something in the way of helpful criticism that will
prove of value.

« * x
Remember, some years ago when many growers were asked to con

tribute peony roots for a municipal planting at Toronto, Canada. The
report from Mr. Charles Bauckham in this issue is the first we have had
on this planting. It is hoped this will eventually be a choice peony
planting, as many fine peonies are in the collection.

K X K
I feel I can point with pardonable pride to the long list of new mem

bers (93 to be exact). In this list we have a new life member in the
person of Mr. C. H. White of West Orange. New Jersey. One of our new
members is on a battleship on the high seas, and another in far away
Beirut, Syria.

« « «
A short time ago I received some old records from Prof. Saunders for

my files and I note that the total membership of the Society June 1 1 .
1911, was 68 members. I. of course, could not help but compare this
with the number of new members in this one issue alone, the largest list
for many years past in so short a time. In going over the list I note it
covers thirty states and one foreign country. Of these thirty states.
Illinois with nineteen leads the rest, more than three times as many as
any other state. Will you kindly go over this list and see if you are
responsible for any of these new members joining up with the Society ?
It has meant work, and a lot of it on the part of a few to make this ac
complishment possible. What would have happened had many more
put their shoulders to the wheel and given an invitation to someone who
is just waiting for such an opportunity. We most earnestly solicit your
cooperation in this direction, and let us build up a large membership
which will enable us to get out larger BULLETINS and after this war
is over and restrictions released, they will come to you with more prompt
ness.

« it «
If you have not already sent in your membership dues for 1945, and

if by any chance you happen to be in arrears, will you make it a point
to remit as soon as possible? Do not wait for a special notice and save
the Society many dollars in postage on this one item. Checks are coming
in, -but each mail should be bulging with letters containing dues. Our
expenses for the BULLETINS are heavy and we do need prompt payment
of dues to enable us to carry on properly.

« « «
One of the chief reasons this issue has been delayed is to determine

whether or not we will be able to hold the show in Rockford. III., this
coming June as planned. Indications at present are that we cannot, due
to restricted transportation facilities and the cancellation of all gatherings
not directly related to the war effort. A last-minute notice will doubtless
appear in this issue.
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List Of New Members
Allen, Mrs. M. A.. 803 S. Union Ave.. Tacoma 6. Wash.
Anderson. H. E., 225 7th Street, Rockford, 111.

Bald Hill Gardens. Blanche B. Card. Mgr.. Conway, N. H.
Barnett, B. L., 2034 S. Ross St.. Santa Ana, California
Berkshire. Mrs. Ruth, Shady Knoll Route, Fifield. Wis.
Brandon, Rodney, Batavia, 111.

Bundesman. Everard T., 1017 W. 7th St., Michigan City, Ind.
Callis, Charlotte, Forest Hills Farms, Pleasureville, Ky.
Carnochau, F. G., New City, Rockland Cty.. N. Y.
Caruso, Ralph. 7704 S. St. Lawrence Ave., Chicago 19, 111.
Caruso, Sam, 72*1 W. Randolph Street. Chicago, 111.
Cass, Mrs. Clara. 1115 8th St., Aurora, Neb.
Collier, H. L. 101^102 Co., City Building, Seattle, Wash.
Condon Brothers, Seedmen, 642 Cedar St., Rockford, 111.

Courey. Norman, Box 423, Beckley, W. Va.
Crockett, James U.. Ens. U.S.N. R., U.S.S. Cahaba (AO-82)

C/o F.P.O., San Francisco, California
Cummings, Helen, 2548 W. Oakwood Drive, Gary, Ind.
Davis. John, 1500 3d Ave., Dodge City, Kansas
Davison, John P., Middlebury, Vt.
Dozier. William B.. P. O. Box 93, Arden, N. Carolina
DuRose, Miss Mayme A., 1580 Hicks Ave., San Jose, Cal.
Essley, E. P., 635 S. Park Ave., Hinsdale. 111.

Fairwood. J.. Fairwood Gardens, 1502 Stone Ave., Yakima, Wash.
Fischer, Mrs. Herbert, 332 S. Grace St., Lombard. 111.

Fleming. Wm. G.. 154 Sydenham St., London, Ont.. Canada
Goodenberger. Frank, R.R. 3. Kent, O.
Grimmer, W. W.. 549 Illinois Ave.. Villa Park, 111.

Guille. Walter J., Inc., 42 E. Marie St., Hicksville. L. I., N. Y.
Haenn, Joseph G., 241 E. Rosedale Ave., West Chester, Pa.
Hamilton. Mrs. J. E., 2520 N.W. 29th St., Oklahoma City 7, Okla.
Hanner, Norman Q.. Florist, R.R. 2, Box 417, Greensboro, N. C.
Harbour. Mrs. F. L., 374 S. 21st St., San Jose 12, Cal.
Harding, E. H.. Filer, Idaho
Harrell, John J. R.. 1108 Liberty St., Aurora. 111.

Hoberg, Harry A.. P. O. Box .32, Clintondale, N. Y.
Johnson, P. R.. R.R. 2. Box 801. Bremerton, Wash.
Johnson. Norman, 2505 2nd Ave. W., Hibbing, Minn.
Jones, John G.. 160 Woodrow St., Rockford, 111.
Julian, Walter R., 304 N. 5th St., Rockford, III.
Knighton. Bale, Box 171, Farmersville. Texas
Koby. R. F.. Y.M.C.A.. 1401 Ogden Ave., Superior, Wis.
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Kolze. Mrs. George, Box 176, Itasca, 111.

Krekler. William H., Peacock Nursery, Copley, O.
Laechelt, Wm. R., R.F.D. 2, Mundelein, 111.
Lange. M. V., County Line Road, Alden, N. Y.
Leach, David G., 15 Caldwell St., Brookville, Pa.
Lilley. Everett E.. 265 S. Westlawn. Decatur, III.
Long, T. J.. 1417 First Natl. Bank Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga.
Loomis. R. P., Box 302, Bellingham, Wash.
LoVera Gardens. 4016 S. 20th East. Salt Lake City 7, Utah
McCoy. M. H., 135 S. Main St., Crete, 111.
Marshall, C. C. R.R. 1. Hamilton, Ont., Canada
Martin, Mrs. Brown, 1301 S. 3d St.. Tucumcari, N. Mex.
Miller. Basil D., R.F.D. 5. Decatur. 111.

Morgan, William J., 3914 No. Stowell Ave., Milwaukee 11, Wis.
Morse, Mrs. Clara K.. R.R. 7, Box 1446, Sacramento. Calif.
Mundt, John W., Clear Lake. Iowa
Norman, T. C, Russell Ave., West Lafayette, O.
Novae, Mrs. Vac. Wilber, Neb.
Otto, J. Louis. 189 Hasbrouck Ave., Kingston, N. Y.
Patzke, Joseph B., 1800 Iglehart Ave.. St. Paul 4, Minn.
Peterson, Mrs. Ida, R.R. 1, Box 337 A. Edmonds, Wash.
Post, Mrs. Dorothy. R.R. 2, Rockford, Mich.
Poundstone. Arthur W., 829 N. Pershing. Wichita 6, Kas.
Powell. Mrs. Arthur. 1025 4th St.. Devils Lake, N. D.
Riverside Dream Gardens, Josephine Swanson, Propr., Stanchfield. Minn.
Rose. R. T.. Darlington. Mo.
Ross, Mrs. Ernest E., R.R. 5, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.
Ridgley. Harold B.. 2902 Kingston. Dallas 11. Tex.
Rudder, Wm. H., Box 214. Salem. Ind.
Russell. Stanley, Kara Farms, Mundelein, 111.

Sampson, John S., 607 High St., Medford. Mass.
Schwoerke, Mrs. C. W., Pres. Peony Unit, Garden Flower Clubs. 2509

N.W. 25th St.. Oklahoma City 7, Okla.
Shoquist, Arthur W.. Taylors Falls, Minn.
Shuhaibar. Mr., Beirut. Lebanon. Syria
Small, Mrs. George L.. 12 Buena Vista Place, Oakland 1 I, Cal,
Stafford, W. W.. R.F.D. 1, Richland, Mich.
Stone, Mrs. Betty, R.F.D. 3. Ashland, Ohio
Symms, Mrs. R. A., R.F.D. 4, Caldwell, Idaho
Tait, Mrs. A. H.. 1564 Gladstone Ave.. Victoria. B.C.. Canada
Tweedy. Wm. R.. 14 S. 76th Street, Belleville. 111.
Uteck, Dora, 1424 N. 3d St.. Superior. Wis.
Van Winkle. William M.. 101 Apawamis Ave.. Rye, N. Y.
Vater, Wm. J., 330 Center Street. Whiting, Ind.
Vesey, W. G., 102 E. High St., Painesville, O.
Waddell. Glen, R.F.D.. North Freedom, Wis.
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**White. C. H , R.F.D. I. Box 11, Ridge Road, West Orange, N. J.
White, Mrs. Bessie, Sutherland, Neb.
Wolterding, Mrs. Henrietta L., 335 Glenwood Ave., Highland Park, 111.
Wood, Erwin C, Mazomanie, Wis.
Wood, Wayne, R.F.D. 1. Newville, Pa.
Wright, E. T., Jr., Closplint, Ark.
York. T. E., York's Drug Store, Creston, Iowa

**Note: Mr. C. H. White of West Orange, N. J., is a new Life
Member. ********

Change In Address
Clodfelter, Howard T., 2134 W. 109th St., Chicago, removed to R.R. 2,

Iola, Wis.
Lawler, Geo. W.. Tacoma, Wash., change to R.R. 12, Box 516, Tacoma,

Wash.

Hampton, Mrs. Charles M., R.F.D., 2, Waterloo, N. Y., change to
winter address 2706, 1st Ave., Brandenton. Florida

Lienau, Clarence, 25804 Joy Road, Garden City, Mich., change to 25804
Joy Road, Detroit 23, Mich.

Winslow, Fred E., R.R. 2, Salem, Ind., change to 820 Elm St., Western
Springs, 111.

Sass. H. P., Elkhorn, Neb., change to Bennington, Neb.

Johnson. Mrs. F. Arthur. 308 W. Michigan St., Duluth, Minn., change
to R.R. 3, Box 372, Duluth 3, Minn.

* * *

NOTICE
Due to government restrictions on transportation facilities

and cancellation of general Conventions and gatherings of
fifty or more, our June show in Rockford, Illinois, will be
canceled, unless otherwise notified.

Price on bulletin No. 95, tree peony supplement, is $1
per copy. To members, half this amount.

W. F. CHRISTMAN
Secretary



"VICTORY"
One of the most outstanding- peonies that has made Its appearance in recentyears bears this splendid name. We feel quite flattered to have the originator

put the distribution of this peony exclusively in our hands.
No plants will be supplied the fall of 1944 but will be offered in 1945 grown

one year from divisions, an ideal size plant.
An illustration and brief description of this variety appeared in HU'L,-

LETIN No. 94. It was shown for the first time at Milwaukee. Wis., this pastJune, where it received a Kirst Class Certificate. Will be shown at Rockford,
111.,next June, where it is hoped it will again merit the recognition it deserves.
Color is a deep ivory, deepening to pink tones toward the center of bloom.
Stems strong and sturdy, foliage fine dark green, blooming habits of the best.Always dependable. Has had careful observation for many years and hits
never failed to produce fine bloom. Its consistent performance makes it a
highly desirable acquisition.

Only a limited number will be sold in 1945. so get in early if you want to be
assured of getting one. Orders will be filled in rotation in order received.
Priced at $20 each. A truly remarkable peony that will rank with the best in
peonydom. Watch for It at the Rockford. 111.,show.

NORTHBROOK GARDENS
W. F. ChrlMtmnn. Prop. Northbr«ok, III.

JOIN THE
AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY

All Dahlia "fans" are cordially invited to join this great organization
which is devoted solely to spreading information about and the im
provement of the Dahlia.
Read the quarterly Bulletin, a sample copy of which will be sent on
request, giving all the latest information and cultural hints on
Dahlias. Membership includes the Bulletin, a season ticket to our
National exhibitions and all other privileges of the society.

Dues $2.00 per year. C. Louis Ailing, Sec'y
461 Court Street West Haven, Conn.

THE BEST OF THE
WORLD'S IIEST PEONIES
can always be supplied at

reasonable prices by
GEORGE W. PEYTON
Windy Hill Gardens
Rapidan. Virginia

e cr
Cottage Gardenst ansirta. Wichiaan
TREE PEONIES

Pot-grown. We can ship almost
any time. Also large collections

all other types of peonies.

PEONIES
Good, Better and Best

Write for list.
J. W. BERNSTEIN

1439 S. 28th St., Lincoln 2, Neb.

ADVERTISE IN THE
BULLETIN



Brand Peony Farms
During the last 10 years the

Are Offering following Brand Peonies

For the Year 1945 haVfle
been awarded Best

fiower in the INa-
Their usual fine assortment of tional Show,
first class Peonies, Irises, Oriental 1933 Chicago Hanslna Brand
Poppies, Hardy Flowering Crabs 1934 Minneapolis Hansina Brand
and French Lilacs on their own 1940 Rochester Martha Bulloch

roots. 1941 Syracuse Blanche King
1943 Minneapolis Mrs. A. M. Brand

MRS. A. M. BRAND, a Brand
Peony, exhibited by Mr. Louis
Fischer this year took Best Flow
er in the Show in the National Our Latest Catalog, the most

, , , . ... ,. beautiful we have ever sent
Show held in Minneapolis. out jn color> b free

BRAND PEONY FARMS Faribault, Minn.

A REAL OPPORTUNITY
Last year when the Directors reduced the price of the Manual to $2.25

per copy postpaid we thought the bottom in price had been reached.

To move the entire stock of Manuals as quickly as possible the Directors
this year again have made a drastic cut in price of this most valuable book
and it can now be obtained at the remarkably low price of $1.50, plus 15c
mailing charge, or a total of $1.65. This is less than half the actual cost
of preparing and printing the edition and when this price becomes known
will result in a rapid reduction of the stock on hand. Better get in on this
while they are still available. If you already have a copy, give your
peony loving friend a copy. A brief descriptive circular will be sent upon
request.

Make all checks payable to the American Peony Society and mail to,

W. F. CHRISTMAN, Secretary,
American Peony Society,

Northbrook, III.



THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
The American Iris Society, since its organization in 1920, has published

83 Bulletins which cover every phase of iris growing. These bulletins go
four times each year to all members, who may also purchase any back
numbers in stock for 50c a copy. Because the bulletins are not for sale
except to members a

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER of SIX for ONE DOLLAR
is made to non-members. The six are our selection from surplus stock.

THE ALPHABETICAL IRIS CHECK LIST, edited by Ethel Anson S.
Peckham and published in 1940, is an invaluable reference book for all
who grow irises or wish to know about irises. The book lists about nine
teen thousand names of irises (including synonyms and mis-spellings) and
contains as nearly as is humanly possible all the old species and varieties
as well as the new ones, with added information about obsolete varieties,
species, section, season, color and fragrance. There is a long list o*
names of breeders, introducers, dealers and authors, with brief biogra
phical details. The binding is durable, water-proof cloth, and in spite
of its 582 pages the book is of a size comfortable for holding and carry
ing. The price to A.I.S. members is $3.00, to non-members $4.00.
Orders should be addressed to the office of the Secretary. 821 Wash

ington Loan & Trust Building, Washington, D. C, and checks made payable
to the American Iris Society.

Cherry Hill Strain
of PEONIES embrace* theFINEST VARIETIES in
PEONYDOM and their con
sistent winnings of GOLD
AND SILVER MEDALS
prove beyond doubt that
they have intrinsic value.'
Please ask for catalog showing
varieties and list of awards.

CHERRY HILL NURSERIES
(Thurlows and Stranger, Inc.)WEST NEWBt'RT, MASS.

NEW FRANKLIN
ORIGINATIONS

Descriptive price lift of
forty-five Franklin Peony
Originations sent on request.
Includes those of 1941.

Franklin Nursery
Minneapolis, Minn.

1600 VARIETIES OF
PEONIES. IRISES.
POPPIES and
IIEMEROCALLIS
Catalog Free

C.F WASSENBURG
Vjn Wert. Ohio

River Drive Peony
Garden

RIVER GROVE, ILL.
Prices Reasonable
Send for price list

<;rowers
u urtft'N

und originators of the


