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PEONYLAND 1947
George W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.

Ice May 8th and more ice May 9th and 10th spelled the doom for many
peonies in my garden. In spite of it, some came through with flying colors.
Le Cygne opened in great form. Moonstone was perfect in form and color.
Mattie Lafuze still held its claim undisputed as a coming winner. Victory made
very beautiful flowers on a one year plant. King Midas, and Burma showed as
among the best reds. Red Goddess still reigned supreme as a glamorous, unfading,
brilliant, velvety semi-double flower, borne on excellent stems with no side buds.
Mildred May was, as usual, daintiness itself and White Rose was superb in its
purity and perfection. Dorothy J. gave me splendid proof of its unfailing beauty.
Tuc\dawa came along with some fine flowers. Duluth showed up excellently and
of course Dr. /. H. T^eeley and Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt were tops. Ending the
season came Moongloio , of marvelous beauty and Manila Beauty opening per
fectly its immense, informal blooms that all who see it pronounce it among
the most beautiful of all. Florence T^icholls and George W. Peyton also pro
duced blooms of exceptional high quality.

Hardest hit by the freezes were the singles and Japs, though the few hybrid
peonies I have did not seem to be seriously affected. Cherry Red, Red Signal,
Salmon Beauty, Buccaneer, Tope\a, Chocolate Soldier, and Garden Sentinel all
gave good flowers. So did the semi-double tree peonies, Beatrix, Eclaireur,
Auguste Dessert, and A\ashi-jishi.

The singles that showed up best were Arcturus, Romeo, Imperial Red, in
red; Pinl^ Dawn, Sea Shell, Cinderella, in pink; and Pico. Virginia Dare and my
own seedling Dunlora, in white.

The two Japs that showed the greatest beauty were Gold Standard in
white and that glorious pink Westerner. They were all that could be desired.

My first trip was to the annual show of the Lynchburg (Virginia) Federa
tion of Garden Clubs on May 14th, which date was too early for the peonies
in general, but Mr. Powell Glass showed grand blooms of the following tree
peonies: America (Bei\o\u), Blac\ Phoenix (Ko\u-\ow), Crimson Brocade

(a renamed Japanese variety), Eclaireur, La Ville de St. Denis, Lions Mane
f'ShuJ(i-no-tate gamij, Reine Elizabeth, Tatio-shishi, (Lion with a standing tail),
Snowfla\e.

The next day, May 15th found me at Swarthmore as a member of the
Committee which bestowed upon Prof. A. P. Saunders of Clinton, N. Y. the
Arthur Hoyt Scott Garden and Horticultural Award for "developing the love
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of gardens and of beautiful planting." The award was a suitable Gold Medal
and $1,000.00 in cash. The tree peonies were almost in full bloom and several
hybrid herbaceous kinds. Lack of time prevented my taking any notes. Note
worthy was the success achieved in grafting tree peonies, almost a perfect stand
having been obtained from about 3500 grafts made last year. Those interested
would do well to take lessons from Messrs. Wister and Wood. It is hoped
that a report of fhese gorgeous flowers may be had from another pen, more
capable than mine.

My next trip was billed for June 3d, but a cablegram from my son stating
that he would land that day from Germany effectively delayed that journey
and very fortunately too, as I should have found no peonies in bloom in the
gardens I intended to visit.

On June 14th, together with my two sons and older daughter, I started for
the Boston Show. Our first stop was over Sunday in the hospitable home of
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Smirnow of Great Neck, Long Island, N. Y. where we saw
his beautiful garden and those of several of his neighbors. The peonies there were
nearly over but good blooms of Elsa Sass, Alice Harding, J<[ic\ Shaylor and
others were still in evidence.

We left for Boston early Monday morning arriving in the early afternoon.
This was my first visit there since 1939, but the same unfailing cordiality,
friendlrhess and hospitality of those kindly Boston people met us at every turn.
We sorely missed our good friends Wilbur Otis and William Doherty but it
was a great pleasure to see and greet Mrs. Otis and those vivacious young ladies,
Jean and Peggy Doherty, Bill's daughters. Due to the fact that the dates of the
Boston Show must be set far in advance, and no one anticipated a season so tardy
as this one was in every section, there were no peonies shown from Boston
except the beautiful displays from Cherry Hill Nurseries and their entries in
two classes of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. However, those inveterate
showmen, the Moots Family, and Myron Bigger from Kansas, Roy Gayle from
Illinois, aided and abetted by Harry L. Smith of Indiana, Neal R. Van Loon of
New Jersey and Frank Stoll and Louis Smirnow of New York who stepped in
and saved the day for the regular peonies, while A. P. Saunders staged a great
display of his own originations in both hybrid herbaceous and tree peonies. Due
to inexcusable delay on the part of the Railway Express Co., in handling Prof.
Saunders' shipment, his flowers did not arrive until the judging in the American
Peony Society classes had been finished, but he received a well deserved Gold
Medal and other awards reported elsewhere, from the Massachusetts Horticul
tural Society. Full reports of the Boston, Minneapolis and Duluth Shows appear
in bulletin No. 105 and this issue.

On Wednesday morning a party of the visitors from a distance consisting
of Miss Mabel Franklin, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Moots, son Keith and Mr. Moots'
brother and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Karrels and daughter Elaine, Mr.
and Mrs. L. W. Lindgren, Mr. William F. Christman and the four Peyton's
under the able guidance of Wm. Thurlow, boarded the steamer "Allerton" for
a delightful trip through Boston Harbor and bay to Nantasket Beach where we
enjoyed an excellent shore dinner. On arrival back in Boston, most of us left
immediately for other destinations. With my daughter Elsie I went to Blue
Island, Illinois, stopping in Albany for one night and in Niagara the next, where
we saw the Falls lit up at night with vari-colored lights, making a scene of sur
passing grandeur and beauty.

In Blue Island we enjoyed the genial and kind hospitality of Mr. R. A.
Napier and his son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Rohe. Mr. Napier
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seemed to he in excellent health and spirits and taking his usual keen interest
in his peonies which were just about midway through the blooming season. His
annual "Peony Day" was held that Sunday, (June 22nd) and the garden was
filled with visitors all afternoon. The Japanese types were at the height of
their glory and among them the following showed especial beauty: Westerner,
N.eon, Kate Barry, Hari-ai-nin, Largo, Ama-no-sode; an unidentified white, (either
Moon of T^ippon or Christine) was one of the most beautiful of all. Our stay
in this hospitable home, two days only, was cut short by the necessity of arriv
ing in the Twin Cities in time for their show, so we missed seeing some of the
fine late ones, but grand blooms of Mattie Lafuze, Dorothy J., Mrs. Harry F.
Little, Mrs. Livingston Farrand, Njc^ Shaylor and others were opening the
morning we left.

Our trip to St. Paul was made on the Empire Builder, that very beautiful
new streamliner of the Burlington and Great Northern roads. It is decorated
throughout with good taste and beauty and the comfort of the passengers is

always of paramount importance. I can but pay tribute also to the unfailing
courtesy of the employees who seemed to take the greatest pleasure in showing
us through the train; every porter, conductor and trainman explaining fully the
comfort and convenience of his especial domain. No less pleasant and enjoyable
were my rides on the other great streamliners, the Olympian, Hiawatha of the
Milwaukee, the City of New Orleans of the Illinois Central, the Whippoorwill
and Meadowlark of the Chicago i£ Eastern Illinois and the Cincinnatian and
Capitol of the B. ii O. All of these trains are colorful and comfortable and t.

delight to ride. The employees are polite and proud of their trains. Only in
Detroit did I meet with a rebuff, where I was not permitted to visit the "Pere
Marquette" except through the bars of the restraining fence in the station, and
the operating railroad was a part of one of our Virginia roads which has always
boasted of its courtesy and hospitality, and I have heretofore found it unfailing.
Possibly the influence of a city which seems so wholly devoted to the pursuit of
the almighty dollar that the virtues of courtesy and kindliness have little place
in its life, has exercised a bad influence.

Our haven of rest in St. Paul was the beautiful cabin in the garden of
R. W. Jones where we enjoyed the gracious hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Jones
and their three charming daughters for many days.

Here again the dates of the show had been, of necessity, set too early for
the late blooming show flowers, but they were able to stage a fine show, possibly
better than the average.

One of the greatest shows ever held could have been the result if those
magnificent blooms of ~Hic\ Shaylor, Elsa Sass, Mrs. Fran\ Beach, A. B. Fran\\in.
Marilla Beauty, Mrs. A. M. Brand, Mvrtle Gentrv, Doris Cooper and a host
of the other great lates had opened in time.

After the show it was my privilege to visit a number of gardens and homes
of friends.

My first visit was to the garden of J. P. Brown, a kindly, elderly man who
lives very near the trailer and quonset hut village of the University of Minne
sota and whose occupants are loud in praise of the generosity he shows in gifts
of flowers to them. He grows a great many beautiful seedlings of his own which
are not generally known to other growers. Visits were also made to the gardens
of Messrs. F. W. Nichol, William H. Boyle, and L. W. Lindgren in St. Paul
where I saw so many fine flowers that it would be folly to try to record them all.
All of these gardens contained magnificent specimens of the newest and best

in peonies
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We made a trip to Croix Farms; the Fischers' home, near Hastings, Minn.,

where we again saw grand blooms of so many great peonies. On a short visit to
Rochester I stayed with my good friends the Crenshaws and, am happy to say,
found the doctor greatly improved in health and now able to go about far more
freely than at any time for the past few years. A short hour spent in the beautiful
garden and grounds of Dr. Christopher Graham under his personal guidance
was a joy and delight. His ninety-odd years weigh very lightly on him and he
is far more active than many men twenty years his junior, of whom I am one.

The garden of Mr. Roy Goddard, a new one, had for the first time come
into full fruition and his blooms were specimens of the highest quality. He would
have been hard to beat by anyone in a show.

I also visited the garden of the late Dr. Pollock and here were many fine
blooms, including some very good seedlings. The visit, of course, was tinged with
sadness that no more could we have the friendly visit with the doctor whom
it was always a great pleasure to have show us around.

From Rochester, I went to Faribault for a one-night stop with the Brand's.
It is always one of the greatest pleasures of my trip to renew my friendship
with these good people. Both Mr. and Mrs. Brand were in good health and able
to be very actively about the place. Miss Gentry was just recovering from a
broken leg so was not as active as usual. The office force, Mrs. Foreman and
Ruth Elizabeth were as busy as the proverbial bee sending out the fall catalogues.
On my return to St. Paul, a visit to Loren Franklin failed to find him at home.

Owing to the postponement of the Duluth Show to July 15- 16th, it was
necessary for me to impose upon the hospitality of those grand people, the
Joneses for the intervening time. My daughter had returned to her duties in the
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, the end of June. During that time we saw
the end of those beautiful blooms in the garden with much regret. I managed to
get out several magazine articles and my report of the Boston and Minneapolis
shows, and also enjoyed dinner engagements with the Boyles, Lindgrens and the
junior Jones, with a movie or two thrown in. I also had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Jones's niece, Miss Ruth Jones of Chicago, who spent the holidays with them.

On July 14th, Mr. and Mrs. Jones and myself went to Duluth for the
show. We spent the first night in a hotel and the second Mr. and Mrs. Jones
were entertained by Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Wipson and I by Mr. and Mrs. L. C.
Husband whose home has a grand view of Lake Superior in the distance. We
were taken for a fifty-mile drive along the famous North Shore of Lake Superior
by the Wipsons, visiting the summer cottage of Mr. W. T. Coe of Minneapolis,
Minn., whose peonies were just beginning to bloom, and having a supper (smor
gasbord style), at a roadhouse along the way. That night we were privileged to
see the colored pictures taken by Mr. Peter J. Basil, a son-in-law of Mr. Austin
Lathers, in whose house they were shown. We also visited the Wipson garden,
which is some distance from their residence, where they have a beautiful setting
for a collection of many fine peonies, which is being added to each year.

The Duluth Show was held at just about the right date and had exhibits of
exceptional quality, which stood the rather unusual heat, (for Duluth), of over
80 for the two days, far better than they usually do. See elsewhere for a full
account.

Late that afternoon (July 16th), the Joneses and I came back to St. Paul,
being accompanied by Mr. Howard M. Englund. Early Thursday I left those
best of friends, the Joneses, on my final lap, the journey home. I stopped in
Milwaukee for short chats with my good friends Charles E. Hammcrsley and
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Marvin C. Karrels, and there learned of the untimely death of my good friend
Mr. Ben Haberman of Jefferson, Wis., on June 25th.

That night I spent with the Harry J. Mulls of Glen Ellyn, 111., another
good couple whose hospitality is unfailing. He has added many fine peonies to
his already good collection and now has one that is fast approaching the best in
the Chicago area. Short talks with Miss Ruth Marshall, who has so ably reported
several of our National Shows for the Florists Review, but who is now with the
Florists Telegraph Delivery, and friends in the Napier Insurance Office ended
my stay in Chicago, and after a night of comfortable travel on the Capitol
Limited of the B &? O, I arrived home in the early afternoon of July 19th, thus
ending another long trek of over four thousand miles, which is filled with many
pleasant memories of beautiful scenes, like the countryside of Massachusetts, set
in the rays of the setting sun; the quiet beauty of the Mohawk Valley; the
grandeur of the Niagara both day and night; the unforgettable ride up the Missis
sippi on an afternoon of brilliant clearness. But most of all, my long lasting
memories will be those of the unvarying cordiality and kindness of my overnight
hosts, the Crenshaw's, the Brand's, the Napier's and Rohe's, the Husband's, the
Smirnow's, the Mull's and for so many nights, the Joneses. I also acknowledge
the pleasure of lunches and dinners with the officers and judges of all four shows
I attended, and in addition with the Lindgren's, the Boyle's, Mr. Englund, the
Wipson's and my cousin in Minneapolis, the Shotwell's. For my daughter also, I
wish to thank those that entertained her and for the pleasure thev gave her, and
express my own very sincere appreciation of the trouble they took in her behalf.

George W. Peyton,
Aug. 2nd, 1947 Rapidan, Va.

Peonies In 1947
1947 was some year. First we had a very long, cold and wet spring that

almost never warmed up. It rained almost every day to some degree and the
mornings were cold with the sun hiding behind clouds almost all of the time.
We had ice in the coolest spots the morning of May 23. Most years we are either
in the middle of the peony season at that time or like it was in 1946 the season
was almost completely through.

A few of the earliest peonies were out before Memorial Day but very few.
Then about one week after Memorial Day they began in earnest. A lot of my
peonies were as fine as I have ever had. I believe a long cool spring will make
a little better blooms than a fast and furious one.

The singles are up and going before the rest each spring. Jeanne Emould
is always one of the first to bloom and indeed is a very good landscape pink
single. Helen, Pride of Langport and Josette were all good with Josette the largest
of the lot. The white singles are of course led bv Pico. Mine did not bloom this
year because they were all vearlings. Le Jour, Krm^led White and White Per
fection all do well for me. Then in the reds we have that shiny, enormous red.
Imperial Red. It certainly does bloom to the enjoyment of everyone. Red
Harmony and Gopher Beauty are both different and very good. Of course, don't
overlook Pres. Lincoln. Red Warrior, Red Goddess, and Man O'War. They all
do well all the time. My choice of singles in the three colors, white, pink and red,
are as follows, Pico, Seashell and Imperial Red. My Seashell was too young to
bloom in 1947 but everywhere I go I sec it blooming fine. And in the past it has
been fine for me.
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With the full doubles I will begin with my own Kansas because it is one of
the first to bloom. This year was no exception. Richard Carvel may be a day
or two earlier but Kansas is right close behind Richard. Kansas is light red and
tall. The stems do not bend except in a heavy rain and wind storm. Dearborn
and Tempest both bloomed for me the first time this year and Tempest had a
slight edge on Dearborn. Geo. S. Morrell is red of altogether a different shade.
A very nice bloom and plant. Sam Donaldson is a new dark red that is going to
make a place for itself if it continues to do as well as it did for me this year.
Mr. Brand has a new one that very few people have heard about. It is a very
good cut flower and has a very nice shade of red. It is Henry St. Clair. I have
bloomed it for three seasons and it looks very good for a cut flower. It is not too
large but it is plenty large enough for a cut flower. Matilda Lewis is always one
of my favorites. It does better than Moris. Martin Cahuzac and seems to be a
better flower in every way. Mr. Kelsey's T^oel is a newcomer that will bear
watching. Judy Becker is a very good color and is as dark as anyone should wish.
It is due to be very popular. Ruth Elizabeth is one of the brightest reds of the
whole lot but it is not quite as tall as Kaw Vallev. I have grown them along
side each other and Ruth Elizabeth has a little the edge in color, Kaw Vallev is
the tallest. Both plants are clean and both grow well. Neither fades very much
in the sun. At Mr. Brand's place this spring I saw John L. Crenshaw and Jean.
Cooperman doing their best and both very good. I have bloomed both and they
were good for me also.

At the Minneapolis show I saw several that will make a place for them
selves. Bonanza won the Achievement medal. It is very dark and a nice color.
Burma and King Midas are both good. Irene /ones is not as large as some but it
most certainly will make up for that when it comes to a clean dark red. The color
is almost as good as Philippe Rivoire. One cannot go past Mr. Brand's without
seeing Marv Brand. Longfellow, Richard Carvel, and David Harum in all their
glory.

Pink peonies seem to be just a little stronger and larger than white peonies
and as a rule the plant is just a little cleaner. Just why this is true I do not just
exactly know unless the old original stock was stronger to start with. We have
more top notch pink peonies than either white or red. I believe the biggest
thriller I had this year was Judge Snoo^. Then when I think about several
others it puts just a little doubt in me. Murawska's Moonstone is a high built
light pink just as the name would suggest and it is a darling. He can well be
proud of it. Blanche King did the best for me this year it ever did unless it was
1942. If Blanche King is right the rest have to be very good if they beat it.
Mme. Emile Debatene is one peony that does not seem to enjoy the popularity
that it should have. It will bloom every year and give you fine dark pink blooms
all the time. Loren Franklin is fine in the north but here in Kansas the weather
is a little too hot for it. It is a nice color. Dr. Lee Pollock is a beautiful variety
and it is so popular that we can never have enough stock to get good established
plants. It most certainly is a dandy. The most luscious color of all is Mrs. Liv
ingston Farrand. Its stem could be a little better but do not let that bother you,
there just is not any other peony that has as beautiful color. Walter Faxon is
blue beside it.

Of course, Myrtle Gentry is the one peony that seems to be my favorite and
it is difficult for me to talk about any peony without comparing it with Myrtle
Gentry. If I had the misfortune to be compelled to grow just one peony I believe
1 would take Myrtle Gentry. Lady Orchid is a large clean grower that is as near
to orchid color as it can be. The plant is a very nice clean grower. Minuet is to
my experience Mr. Franklin's best. The very nice pink bloom is clean in color
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and the plant is also fine. Ella Christiansen should be in all collections of ten or
more varieties. It always makes a show for itself. I should not have to say any
thing about La Perk, Mons. Jules Elie, Sarah Bernhardt, Reine Hortense,
Martha Bulloch, and a few more like them, but I cannot leave them out because
when every other peony fails to bloom, Reine Hortense will fill the gap. She will
not let you down any year. It even bloomed the year that we had sleet and ice
on the fourth of April when the peonies were ten to twelve inches high. All the
rest failed but Reine Hortense did not. La Perle is one of the old standbys for
cut flowers.

If you have never grown Pride of Essex, you should try one and see for
yourself how pretty it can be. Prairie Belle and Anne Bigger gave me some very
fine bloom again this season. Murawska has another odd color in Helen Hayesi
It is dark pink of a peculiar shade. It looked this year like it was a fine bloom
and plant. The flower was a well built bomb. Dark pink John Howard Wigell
is tall and a very nice color and plant. Watch it grow in popularity. One of the
thrills of the season for me was Kelsey's Donald. It is not large but it most
certainly has good color in medium pink. The color is clean; it is tall and well
held and is fragrant. Charlene is right on the line between pink and white. Very
good indeed. Mabel Gore is one that some would call very dark pink, then the
next person would call it very light red but they will all agree that it is very good
when they see it well done. Judge Vories left us a fine peony here.

In fact Judge Vories left us several fine ones. Lady Kate, T^ancy Dolman,
Sarah AJ. T^apier, Fran\ie Curtis, and Mrs. R. M. Bacheller are all very fine
varieties. All have good stems and nice flowers. H. P. Sass has beautiful light
pink blooms and the foliage is a very peculiar shade of very light green. The
first time you grow it you will think that there is something the matter with the
plant but it sure seems healthy here.

Liberty Belle and Garden Princess are both a credit to Dr. Neeley. Liberty
Belle is a very nice shade of dark pink and is a pleasure to all that see it. If you
ever expect to show any peonies be sure to plant Hansina Brand. It most certainly
will put out the prize winners if you will give it a half chance. If you like Therese
then you better get a plant of Walter Lindgren. To my mind it is better than
Therese. Then right on the edge of white is R. A. T^apier. If it won't stop you
then you do not know good peonies. R. A. "hifipier and Armance Dessert are
built very much alike and both get the nod from me as top notchers.

This year was a white parade for me. I most certainly had some fine ones
in the three year olds. I think 7^ebras\a, Moonglo, Gertrude Gibson and
Plymouth were the best. Mrs. Fran\ Beach and Mrs. John M. Good are both
as white as the driven snow and both give as fine blooms as are needed. Moonglo
and Gertrude Gibson are so near alike and both have that faint yellow at the
base of the petals. Mount Everest is listed as a snow white but it is like my own
Snow Mountain. It will open very light pink in cloudy weather then quickly
fade to white in the sun. But do not let that stop you; they are both good. In a
letter I have from Mr. Foster, after Mount Everest he says "Oh Boy." He is so
right. 7^ebras\a is all white, France Curtis is pure white. Hew Era is white and
opens a little small but leave it alone a day or two and it will grow into a very
nice white bomb.

In the rush of the season there are several that looked very much alike to me,
they were Belle Chinoise, White Delight, White Beauty, and Vincennes. Van-
dalia was very much different. It is very white and there are not too many large
petals, then the thing that is different about it is the fact that it has a lot of fila-
mental petals that are exactly as clear white as the large petals. It is verv nice.
C. W. Bunn is almost white having a small amount of pink mixed into it. Golden



10

Bracelet is of course a two toned white and yellow that is very nice. Avalanche
does not seem to do too well this far south. Mme. de Verneinlle, Mons. Dupont
and Mme. Edouard Doriat do very well. Baroness Schroeder was exceptionally
fine this year and it most certainly stands cold storage well. T^tmbus is always
fine and should be in every one's collection. If you have never grown it and if
you like Baroness Schroeder just plant a J^imbus along side and watch them both.

When we get into the Japs I am just a little prejudiced I guess. I always
think of Westerner first. I'll say no more about it here, except that it is pink.
Ama-l^O'Sode certainly does fine every year. Isani-Oidui and Toro-T^o-Ma^i are
both fine whites. Isani seems to have the edge. Old Fuyajo is fine but I believe
that Charm and T^ippon Beauty are both better. Charm is nearer to all one color.
The stamenoides of J^ippon Beauty are more yellow. Hari-ai-nin is a beautiful red
Jap. Mrs. Wilder Bancroft and Sword Dance both did fine in 1947. Murawska's
Lotus Queen is a new comer in the parade of Japs. On a two year old plant it
looked very nice to me this year. Largo is another one of Judge Vories' very
fine ones. It is tall, a beautiful shade of medium pink and has just one fault. It
is inclined to feather. But do not let that stop you. It certainly is one of the
best Japs. Tamate-ho\u is a wonderful flower but a very poor grower. It is a
shy bloomer and rather short.

Take it all in all 1947 was a very nice season after it did get started. I was
very well satisfied with the flowers and the new varieties were indeed a pleasure.

Myron D. Bigger.
j* at a

Report of the Twenty-eighth Annual Peony Show
Duluth Peony and Iris Society

City Hall, Duluth, Minn, June 15-16, 1947

Report of Awards and Varieties Shown
All varieties shown must be named and double or semi-double unless other

wise specified.
SWEEPSTAKES

The following blooms were chosen as the best in the show.
White: A. B. Franklin, Exhibitor W. E. Wipson
Light Pink: Hansina Brand Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson
Dark Pink: Blanche King Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson
Red: Philippe Rivoire Mrs. Austin L. Lathers
Japanese: Tamate Bo\u C. H. Kleffman
Single: T^lymph W. E. Wipson
Best of all: Blanche King Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson

Group 1 Open to all members
Class 7s(o. I. Collection 12-15 varieties, one bloom each. Four entries.

1st. W. E. Wipson Varieties shown A. B. Fran\lin, Hazel Kinney,
Lillian Gumm, Mary Atiten, Mary Brand, Milton' Hill, Minuet, Mrs.
Fran\ Beach, Myrtle Gentry, 7^ic\ Shaylor, T^[ina Secor, Philippe
Rivoire, R. A. J^apier, Sarah Bernhardt, Solange.

2nd. Mrs. Austin L. Lathers Blanche King, Duluth, Ella Christiansen,
Enchantresse, Hansina Brand, Ltunigst07ie, Martha Bulloch, Matilda
Leivis, Milton Hill, Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt, Mrs. John M. Kleitsch, Myrtle
Gentry, Philippe Rivoire, Ruth Elizabeth, "Walter Faxon.

3rd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson - - Armandine Mechin, Blanche King.



AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN 11

Duluih, Ella Christiansen, Elsa Sass, Florence McBeth, Hansina Brand,
Janes Oleson, Milton Hill, Mrs. Fran\ Beach, Philippe Rivoire, Phoebe
Cary, Sarah Bernhardt, Walter Faxon.

Class Ho. 2. Collection eight varieties, one bloom each. Four entries.
1st. W. E. Wipson Duluth, Elsa Sass, Hazel Kinney, Katherine Have'

meyer, Kelway's Glorious, Mary Brand, Mrs. J. H. ?\{eeley, Solange.
2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Ball O'Cotton, Blanche King, Hansina

Brand, Janes Oleson, Martha Bulloch, Milton Hill, Philippe Rivoire,
Sarah Bernhardt.

3rd. Mrs. Austin L. Lathers Armandine Mechin, Duluth, Edwin C.
Shaw, Enchantresse, Hansina Brand, Marie Lemoine, Mrs. F. D. Roose
velt and Philippe Rivoire.

Class >(o. 3. Collection three varieties, three blooms each. Three entries.
1st. W. E. Wipson A. B. Franklin, George W. Peyton, Myrtle Gentry.
2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Myrtle Gentry, Philippe Rivoire, Phoebe

Cary.
3rd. Mrs. Austin L. Lathers Marie Lemoine, Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt and

Myrtle Gentry.
Class T^o. 4. Collection 5 '8, Japs or singles, one bloom each. Three entries.

1st. W. E. Wipson Dancing Nymph, Isani Gidui, Krin^Ied White,
Le Jour, Mi\ado, Nippon Brilliant, Prairie Afire, Torpilleur.

2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Al^ashigata, Isani Gidui, L Etincelante .
T^ippon Brilliant, J^ippon Gold, Prairie Afire, Pres. Lincoln, Toro-no-
mal^i.

3rd. Mrs. W. W. Bowe Ama-no-sode, King of England, Krin^Ied
White, Pres. Lincoln, To\io.

Class No. 5. One variety, light pink, three blooms. Twelve entries.
1st. W. E. Wipson Hansina Brand.
2nd. Mrs. W. W. Bowe Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt.
3rd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Hansina Brand.

Class N°- 6. One variety, dark pink, three blooms. Twelve entries.
1st. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Blanche King.
2nd. Mrs. W. W. Bowe Sarah Bernhardt.
3rd. W. E. Wipson Martha Bulloch.

Class 7s(o. 7. One variety, white, three blooms. Eleven entries.
1st. W. E. Wipson Duluth.
2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Duluth.
3rd. Joe Priley Grace Loomis.

Class 7^0. 8. One variety, red, three blooms. Seven entries.
1st. Mrs. Austin L. Lathers Philippe Rivoire.
2nd. Mrs. W. W. Bowe Armandine Mechin.
3rd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Philippe Rivoire.

Group II. N°t open to exhibitors in Group I nor to those having
thirty or more blooming varieties.

Class 7S{o. 9. Collection five varieties, one bloom each. Four entries.
1st. C. H. Kleffman Alice Harding, La France, Mme. Jules Dessert.

Moonglo, Mrs. /. V. Edlund.
2nd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman Hansina Brand, Martha Bulloch, T^ina

Secor, Rubra Superba, Solange.
3rd. A. D. Ludden Cotironne d' Or. Enc/iantresse, Laura Dessert.

Mans. Martin Cahuzac, Sarah Bernhardt.



12 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN

Class N.o. 10. Collection three varieties, one bloom each. Four entries.
1st. Mrs. Rudolph Jackson Milton Hill, Myrtle Gentry, Sarah Bernhardt.
2nd. C. H. Kleffman Mme. Jules Dessert, 7^ic\ Shaylor, Therese.
3rd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman Chestine Gowdy, Hansina Brand, Sarah

Bernhardt.
The following six classes (11-16) are for one variety, one bloom.

Class ?\(o. 11. Light Pink. Ten entries.
1st. Mrs. W. F. Kempinski Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt.
2nd. C. H. Kleffman Myrtle Gentry.
3rd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman Claire Dubois.

Class T<[o. 12. Dark Pink. Five entries.
1st. C. H. Kleffman La France.
2nd. Mrs. W. F. Kempinski Souvenir de Louis Bigot.
3rd. Mrs. Edmond Peterson Martha Bulloch.

Class "Ho. 13. White. Eleven entries.
1st. C. H. Kleffman Mrs. J. V. Edlund.
2nd. Mrs. W. F. Kempinski Festiva Maxima.
3rd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman Solange.

Class T^o. 14. Red. Six entries.
1st. A. D. Ludden Philippe Rivoire.
2nd. C. H. Kleffman Karl Rosenfield.
3rd. Mrs. W. Swanman Rubra Superba.

Class 7\(o. JJ. Japanese. Nine entries.
1st. C. H. Kleffman Tomate Bo\u.
2nd. A. D. Ludden Mikado.
3rd. Mrs. W. F. Kempinski Mi\ado.

Class N.o. 16. Singles. One entry.
1st. A. D. Ludden Pride of Langport.

Group III. Open to non-members of the Society.
Class TSfo. 17. Collection three varieties in separate countainers. Five entries.

1st. Mrs. Frank N. Knapp - Claire Dubois, Couronne d' Or, Reinc
Hortense.

2nd. Mrs. J. M. Leonard Tvjna Secor, (2) Tourangelle.
3rd. Mrs. Arthur Wright Avalanche, Felix Crousse, Sarah Bernhardt.

Class 7\[o. 18. Collection unnamed varieties. Any number. In separate con
tainers. Four entries.

1st. Mrs. Herman Bredow Two varieties.
2nd. Mrs. Frank N. Knapp Five varieties.
3rd. Mrs. John MacKenzie Five varieties.

Class 7s(o. 19. One variety, one bloom, light pink. No entry.
Class !N.o. 20. One bloom, dark pink, Two entries.

1st. Mrs. Frank N. Knapp Martha Bulloch.
2nd. Mrs. Arthur Wright Sarah Bernhardt.

Class N.O. 21. One bloom, white. Two entries.
1st. Mrs. Arthur Wright Avalanche.
2nd. Mrs. Frank N. Knapp - Tvjina Secor.

Class 7S[o. 22. One bloom, red. One entry.
1st. Mrs. Arthur Wright Felix Crousse.

Class T^o. 23. One bloom, Japanese or single. One entry.
1st. Mrs. Frank N. Knapp - Mikado.
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Class 7<lo. 24. Arrangement in vase or basket. One entry.
2nd. Mrs. Arthur Wright.

Group IV. Arrangements, open to all members.
Class Ho- 25. Public display.

1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman
2nd. Mrs. Elsie Husband
3rd. A. D. Ludden

Class N.o. 26. Dining table.
1st. Mrs. W. F. Kempinski
2nd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman

Class Ho. 27. Pink peonies only.
1st. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson
2nd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman
3rd. Mrs. Rudolph Jackson

Class H°- 28. Pink peonies with other flowcra
1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman
2nd. No award
3rd. Mrs. Rudolph Jackson

Class Ho. 29. White peonies only.
1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman
2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson
3rd. Mrs. W. F. Kempinski

Class Ho. 30. White peonies with other flowers
1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman
2nd. Mrs. Austin L. Lathers

Class Ho- 31. Red peonies only.
1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman
2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson
3rd. Mrs. Elsie Husband

Class H°- -32. Red peonies with other flowers.
1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman

Group V. Seedlings. Open to all.
Class Ho. 33. Best exhibit of seedling peonies originated by exhibitor. One entry.

1st. Joe Priley. Medium pink Japanese type. A very pleasing flower.

SPECIAL DISPLAY
R. W. Jones, St. Paul, Minn, with the following varieties: Duluth, Manila

Beauty, Mary Auten, Mrs. Livingston Farrand.
Winners of highest number of points in each group.

Group I. 1st. W. E. Wipson. 2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson. 3rd. Mrs. Austin
L. Lathers.

Group 2. 1st. C. H. Kleffman. 2nd. A. D. Ludden. 3rd. Mrs. W. A. Swanman.
Group 3. 1st. Mrs. Frank N. Knapp and Mrs. Arthur Wright tied.
Group 4. 1st. Mrs. W. A. Swanman. 2nd. Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson. 3rd. Mrs.

W. F. Kempinski.
judges in Classes 1, 2, 3 and 4.

A. M. Brand, Faribault, Minn.
R. W. Jones, St. Paul, Minn.
George W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.
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Judges in Group 4.

Mrs. Philip G. Stratton, Superior, Wis.
Mrs. James Kennedy, Superior, Wis.

Exhibitors out of town.
W. T. Coe, Minneapolis, Minn.
C. H. Kleffman, Hibbing, Minn.

Local Exhibitors.
Mrs. Oscar A. Anderson Mrs. N. A. Lindbcrg
Mrs. W. W. Bowe A. D. Ludden
Mrs. Herman Bredon Mrs. John Mackenzie
Mrs. Elsie Husband Mrs.' Edmond Peterson
Mrs. Rudolph Jackson Joseph' Priley
Mrs. Arthur Johnson Mrs. Selbak
Mrs. W. F. Kempinski Mrs. W. A. Swanman
Mrs. Frank N. Knapp W. E. Wipson
Mrs. Austin L. Lathers Mrs. Arthur Wright
Mrs. J. M. Leonard

Comments
The Duluth Show was the only one of four which I attended that was held

at the proper time to include the early, midseason and late varieties. In the
gardens along the famed North Shore of Lake Superior, only the early ones
had opened while in Duluth proper the others had come out in all their beauty.
The blooms shown were remarkable for their beauty of form and lasting sub
stance. They stood up well for the two days of the show. This was especially
true of those in the Court of Honor, several of which were better the second
day than the first, notably Tomate Bo\u, an unusual thing for a Jap.

Contrary to the usual, the women exhibitors far outnumbered the men and
practically the entire management was in their hands. Everything passed off
with smoothness, efficiency and dispatch. Those responsible are to be congratu
lated. They have set a high standard, hard for any show to reach.

As probably might be expected in a show largely dominated by the ladies,
there were more arrangement classes proportionately than in any peony show I
have ever seen. They had nine of them, nearly a fourth of the total of thirty-
three classes, all of which were well filled with exhibits of beauty, good taste
and style.

My memories of Duluth will long remain of a beautiful show, beautifully
managed and staged, but most of all I shall cherish those of the hospitality,
friendliness, and cordiality with which they treat the stranger within their gates.
They are grand people to know.

George W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.
July 31st, 1947.

Peonies I have and Peonies I have not
Harold W. White

1725 Maplewood Lane, Glenview, Illinois
As a representative of that strictly amateur group, the segment of the

flower-loving world who collect fine peonies as a hobby, it may be that my observa
tions and opinions will be of interest to the professional growers and other
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amateur peony enthusiasts. I am a beginner with a very limited specimen plant
ing of only sixteen varieties, but it is my hope that this planting will be augmented
by new varieties and in time, my garden will be representative of the finest. By
close attention to setting garden contour, color relation and background plus
the liberal application of T.L.C., (tender, loving care), the entrancing beauty
of this Empress of the Flower Kingdom is displayed to best advantage.

To choose between J^ic\ Shaylor, LeCygne, Kelway's Glorious and Mrs.
F. D. Roosevelt, as the undisputed best, is the perplexity of the professional. This
amateur can only see that in 7^ic\ Shaylor and Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt there is
perfection in bloom akin to finest sculpture. For abundance and fullness of flower,
LeCygne is surely the best. For size, grace of petalage and fragrance, Kelway's
Glorious cannot be denied. But can we stop with these four when we are picking
the one queen we would like most to be alone with? To do so would be to miss
the constancy of LaLorraine, a flower of beautiful coloring and proud carriage.
Denied would be the breathless beauty of J^ancy NjchoIIs and Elsa Sass
J^ancy with her large petals and golden heart (caused by imperfect carpel trans
formation), Elsa with her waxy overcast on blooms of Carrara marble. Missed
would be the appeal of Mvrtle Gentry, with her hues of pink lingerie and
fragrance of sachet.

Philippe Rivoire clamors for attention. For virile color, adequate stems,
abundance of bloom, tidy plant habit and fragrance the ladies in the party are
hard pressed by this wonderful red. If it had size, it could easily be the highest
rated flower of them all. Why is it that many cabbages out rate this king?

Lest you infer that this amateur is so impre;sed with the beautiful that he
cannot see defects where they plainly exist, perhaps it would be well to discuss
the cabbages. Not caring whether I incur the scorn of peony judges country
wide, I nominate Hansina Brand as Cabbage No. 1. A tall leggy plant of sparse
foliage, bearing a few door-knob sized buds which opened crooked and never fin
ished the job surely this was a far cry from the Queen of Rockford. In the
same class falls Manila Beauty. This plant had the largest flowers in the garden
as indicated by the lop-sided, two-thirds open blooms. What could be seen indi
cated a flower of surpassing loveliness (large petals, high built, pink hued center)
but the stem is miserably weak. Even when propped up, the flowers' heads
pointed to the ground.

Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Mrs. A. M. Brand and A. B. Fran\lin never succeeded
in opening and thereby they joined the cabbage rank?. Therese bloomed pro
fusely on an excellent plant, but the petals lack substance and soon after opening,
the flowers look like ragamuffins.

If I could add to my collection, without regard for money, what would I
acquire? Like a kid before a candy counter, I want everything I see. First, I'd
like Victory, with its petals of leather and ramrod stems, remembering well that
on the second day of the 1946 show at Rockford, it was the finest flower shown.
Next, I would like to have Mrs. Livingston Farrand and Tondeleyo. The first for
the color and because at least some of the publicity and attention showered upon
it must have been merited. I want Tondelevo because E. H. Lins savs this is his
best and it must be very, very good to be better than Dolorodell, King Midas.
Mandaleen and Ramona Lins.

Next, I point my sticky finger at Red Cloud, that great flower that Mr,
Jones exhibited at Rockford. This flower and Dorothy J. place the Peru hard
ware man in the top ranks of the hybridizers.

I wonder how Doris Cooper, that beautiful west coast creation, would
prosper in our rugged middle west climate? Is Mattie LaFuze really that good?
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Is Louise Lossing destined to head the parade? Is Moonstone as entrancing in my
home as it is on the show table?

It may take a long, long time, but some day I'll know the pleasures of each
of these fine peonies, and those pleasures I shall share with you.

Editor's Note We have printed Mr. While's article without any change from the original text. How
ever, we are not in accord with his statementon Hansina Brand nor Marilla Beauty and later received the
following from Mr. White which explains why he met with disappointment. Mr. White has asked me to
add this later comment to his original article as he stateshe does not want to wrongfully criticize any variety.

Mr. Elmer Claar of Northfield. III., statesthat Marilla Beauty is one of the world's very best peonies
and he grows over 350 named varieties in his garden.

Mr. White's later comments follows:
Some time ago, I voiced disappointment with the variety Marilla Beauty.

Since then, I have talked to many people who do not agree with me (in fact,
no one considers Marilla Beauty less than excellent) . Looking for the reason for
my own less favorable opinion, I closely examined my plant and found that it
was planted very shallow less than Yl 'ncn deep. Of course, this would
account for the stem being weak at the base and probably accounts for the half
opened blooms frost damage.

I should hate to indite unfairly a great flower everyone considers is headed
for a top place in peonydom. I hope this will correct the hasty impression
expressed in my article.

Sincerely your;,
Harold W. Whitk.

Comments from Iowa
Ralph B. Smith, Keokuk, la.

I am getting away from some of the work at the office and hope to have more
time now to experiment with the peonies. You certainly have permission to use
anything that you want at any time. Believe I have about as good a batch as
any in the country for checking. It was built on a basic clay soil which had
been exhausted as a corn field, and I have about three hundred varieties, five of
a kind. They are planted so they can be plowed both ways, four foot centers.
This makes it so I can take anything up to seventy-five varieties and give them
the same treatment by setting aside one particular row for the experiment.

We tried this several years ago with the charcoal as you remember. I am
going to re-check this application this year to sec if there is any long time-differ
ence. The short-time results were not so good.

That "Spring" you were writing about was a little too early as I expect you
found out the day before yesterday. See that you were almost marooned by the
storm. We couldn't get in or out of Chicago yesterday by train, telephone or w
telegram. We did have a teletype line open and used it.

I have just been thinking about the experiment proposition. So far, with the
exception of the charcoal test, I have thought up my own experiments. It may
be some of the other boys may have something they would like to have tested out,
or there might be something we could test out for several different localities.

I have discovered that either on account of the ground, or on account of
local climatic conditions, some plants which do extremely fine in other places do
not do well with me, and some that are not good other places come fine with me.

If you remember when we had the regional show at Shenandoah, we picked
"Grover Cleveland" as the best red. I certainly got a lot of riding for that selec
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tion, having been one of the judges, including some from Archie Brand. Archie
was down to my place several years ago when the peonies were blooming, and I
took him down where my five Grover Clevelands were really doing a good job.
As a matter of fact at the time they were the best reds in the garden. Archie was
so impressed that he wanted to know at once what they were, and he hasn't men
tioned Shenandoah since.

I find that Grover Cleveland does well in the Missouri Valley and along the
Southern line of Iowa and the Northern line of Missouri, but apparently nowhere
else. It may be that there are other varieties in the same fix. Wouldn't it be a
good scheme to try localizing some of these for the benefit of future planters?

At the beginning of the war Harley Teller, who took care of the peony patch
and checked things as closely as I would, went into the Army and when he was
mustered out he went into the government service. Since then I have had to do
my own checking and have had mighty little time to do it. The peonies have
almost had to take care of themselves for the past three years.

However, in regard to the sawdust I do not believe it has any value as a
fertilizing agent, but it does produce humus and tends to lighten the soil. It has an
acidifying effect which is not good for peonies and I counteracted that by mixing
it with limestone dust so as to make it neutral at the time it was put on. The first
year it was put on we had an extremely wet spring. It had a tendency to hold
the water and in one section of the patch which was six or eight inches lower
than the other, the plants made very little growth and they have not come
back in the years since.

I was reading an article this winter to the effect that this probably had the
effect of leaching out the lime and leaving the soil acid. As soon as the ground
thaws, I am going to test this section and if that is the trouble will get it fixed.

Two years ago I made a heavy application of super-phosphate halfway be
tween the rows. This did not readily assimilate. I found some of it in recogniz
able shape last summer but believe that it is all absorbed now.

Last fall I made an application of muriate of potash in the same place but will
not know the effect until this year's bloom. We had some fine blooms last year
but a lot of the patch was not even disbudded so they were smaller than usual,
although of course there were more of them.

In regard to the rot, I did not have any last year. When the rot first appeared
about ten years ago, we started giving the plants a heavy dusting of Bordeau
mixture just as the stems were beginning to break through the ground. We kept
this up for three years and the rot disappeared. Then wc quit for a year and it
came back. Will dust again this year as usual.

I am somewhat at a disadvantage as there is no other place on the grounds
that I can move the peonies to without getting them clear away from the house,
so I am fighting the rot out on the infested ground.

We tried pouring some formaldehyde on the plants with a heavy enough
solution so it would soak down around the roots, but never noticed any particular
effect.

You were right about not disinfecting the knives. Wc keep a can of kerosene
.ilongside of the cutting table now and every knife gets a good soaking before it
goes onto a new root, even if there is no rot apparent.

I hope this fall to be able to put some time in the patch, raise some of the
roots and fill up all the gaps. In connection with this matter is another experience
I had. Wc dug out the ground where there had been a diseased plant to eighteen
inches cube. My patch was planted on a worn out cornfield. Thought I would
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give the new plants a good boost, so hauled some nice rich bottom ground from
the Des Moines River and tilled the holes with that. The plants did not do as well
as they did when they were planted in the worn out clay, so hereafter we are
going to fill the holes from a clay nob down in the pasture and then fertilise with
bonemeal or super-phosphate.

»t .«i .<

Marie Crousse and its Seedlings
When one stands and looks at perfect blooms of Waiter Faxon he thinks

the ultimate in pink Peonies must have been reached. Then when he sees blooms
of Mrs. Livingston Farrand he just gasps mentally and thinks "it can't be so."
With seed parentage of Mrs. Livingston Farrand known to be Marie Crousse, and
that of Walter Faxon correctly figured out to be the same, one cannot help won
dering what else can be obtained from such a parent. At least, I got that way,
and have planted many seeds of Marie Crousse, some hand pollenized, some not.

Nothing in the color range of 'Walter Faxon appeared among these until one
of the last of the seedling lots bloomed. First was a double, very definitely in that
class, but very definitely inferior to Walter Faxon. However, it was advanced, in
order to see whether it had possibilities as a commercial cut flower. Neither
Walter Faxon nor Mrs. Livingston Farrand seem to have the necessary qualities
required for commercial use, but a variety of that color that did would find a
wide sale in florists' shops. Next came another double, almost an exact duplicate
of Walter Faxon, and it was also advanced, though the plant was small and
seemed it might be lacking in vigor. Time alone will clear up that point.

From earlier seedlings of Marie Crouse have come Plymouth, late white
double, opening faint blush; Yu!(on, pure snow white double; Country Dance, a
blush white single; and Sinbad, a purplish red semi-double (almost full double)
with distinct silvery edges. Of course a great many single; and Japs of very
inferior color. From one lot came many pink Japs in a confusing number of
shades nice to look at, but hardly good enough to name.

Marie Crousse is tall and has a fairly good stem. It seems to transmit this
quality easily. Plymouth is rose fragrant, Tul^on is not. The odor of Mrs. Liv
ingston Farrand is not pleasant. Marie Crousse does not give rapid root increase,
and seems to transmit this quality also. This does not mean that the offspring are
weak, but simply that they grow slower than many other kinds. Plymouth is so
endowed. But this handicap is not near so great as in the slow growing Ama-no-
sode and Tomate-Bo^u and some other Japs from Japan.

Among the discard seedlings of Marie Crousse I have a large red semi-double
with the silvery lighter edges, but not as distinct nor as well finished as Sinbad.
But I do have, and undoubtedly from Marie Croa,sse, a very free and very distinct
full double red on a magnificent plant that gives the silvery edges but not until
the bloom shows its age.

One cannot make any statement as to what seedlings of a certain variety
will or will not be and be correct every time a new one blooms. What I have
reported as traits transmitted might not appear again in several hundred Marie
Crousse seedlings. It will still pay to grow seed from Marie Crousse, and it is
my hope that some day someone may be so fortunate as to get a deep pink the
equal of the two present illustrious offspring in color, but also having all the
necessary requisites lor a commercial cut (lower.
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For pollen parent I think that Cherry Hill and Ruby should be tried. Ruby
in itself is not such a wonderful red, but it is the pollen parent of Mr. Glasscock's
hybrid Crusader, which has distinctive color even among the hybrids. Also, I
crossed it onto my own Morocco, a very purple, ragged, but extremely early
double red, and from it obtained a red double, very fine in color and also quite
distinct. Pollen split out from the petaloids of J^ippon Beauty, Sword Dance and
J^ippon Splendor should also be used. If any of you make these crosses and they
fail, just remember that I don't guarantee results, for as the song might suggest,
I don't know nothin', ain't got nuthin', but only jes' kept rollin' along.

Edward Auten, Jr.

How Many Miles to Boston Town?
Frank Moots, T^ewton, Kansas

The peony season in central Kansas was over. It had been cool and late and
had produced some unusually good blooms. The urge to cut a few for the
national show came on late, so only 56 of the later varieties had been saved.
They were packed and dispatched by air express and the Moots family started
for Boston on June 11.

The first garden visited was that of Lyman D. Glasscock at Elwood, 111.
Mr. Glasscock really has something in those hybrids he has produced, but he
has his eye on something better in the future when he gets his second and third
generations to bloom. A couple of hours in his fields were not nearly enough
but we had to get to Boston.

Art Murawska was next. We found here, as at all the northern gardens,
that only the earliest kinds were blooming, but Art's enthusiasm made up for
the lack of flowers. He has brought out some fine new varieties and has some
more on the way.

At Charles Klehm's place the cut flower season was just starting but Mr.
Klehm showed us around his fields and gave us many valuable pointers on the
cut flower business. He is one of, if not the largest, grower of peonies for cut
flowers.

We could not get near Chicago without stopping at the Mission Gardens
to enjoy their peonies, iris and the wonderful landscape effects they have achieved.
It was again too early to see the peonies but Mr. Christman and Brother Charles
showed us some outstanding new iris seedlings.

Back down in Ohio at Van Wert we really got an eyeful. We arrived right
in the middle of their season. Mr. C. F. Wassenberg took time to show us his
plantings and gave us several new ideas. He had many fine flowers in the display
which he maintains all through the blooming season.

It was quite a drive from Van Wert to Rochester, New York, via Ontario
and Niagara Falls but to us who live in Kansas it was most interesting. Highland
Park at Rochester was a revelation to us. The famous lilac planting and the tree
peonies had finished blooming but we found the rhododendrons and azaleas at
their best. The effect of those massed plantings was startling. We who live on
the prairies where these shrubs are almost unknown get a real thrill from their
beautiful flowers.

Again we were too early at the Jackson and Perkins rose gardens at Newark,
New York, but at Professor Saunders' garden at Clinton, N. Y.. we were right
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on time to see his hybrid peonies. They were gorgeous; colors you could never
imagine in a peony.

Boston on Monday and quite a disappointment awaited us. Of the two boxes
of buds shipped to the show one had been delayed for 24 hours and all in that
box were worthless. The peony show was not large. It was a little too early
for the Massachusetts growers. Cherry Hill nurseries had some good displays
but many of the flowers shown in the winning entries were from New Jersey,
Illinois and Kansas.

But there is much more to a show than just the flowers: the friends you have
met at previous shows and the new ones you find. We missed many of the regu
lars of past years but met several veteran growers for the first time. Just to visit
with these old and new friends repaid us many times over for all the time and
trouble it took to make the trip.

The show was over all too soon and the journey home had to be a swift one.
But we made one stop. Near Newton, New Jersey, is "Madylone," the home
of the van Loons. It is more than a home and a garden. It is the most peaceful
retreat I have ever had the pleasure of visiting. Of his own design and mostly
by his own labor, Neal van Loon has created a bit of paradise on earth. He and
his charming wife gave us something to remember always. We were reluctant
to leave that gracious home but time would not stand still.

Home again, and back to the daily tasks. But the new ideas and the wonder-
ful memories we will treasure!

* * *

The 1947 Season at Princeville
A very early or a very late blooming season usually means that it will be a

short one, but 1947 was not only the latest season we ever had, but was at least
of normal length, if not more. At any rate, it lasted so long we began to think
it never would end. Our thirty or more named and advanced seedling Hybrids
give one full season of bloom barely overlapping the start of the Albiflora vari
eties, and in this preliminary one gets thrills aplenty. Then, instead of having the
midscason and late kinds bloom all together, they came along in normal sequence,
and we had a wonderful chance to see our fields blooming on the cool Minnesota
schedule, or at least as close to it as we ever expect to get.

All of our late doubles were the finest ever, showing conclusively that the
Peony loves cool weather, and that the late doubles need it to do their best.
Princeville is entirely free from the cooling influence of the great lakes, and we
may expect each year to have some sudden hot weather that lashes the Peonies
into high gear against their wishes. Therefore I am always hunting for those late
kinds that can "take it." And I have tried to name only those that could take it
and still be good. Then when we have an entire season that is cool, these late
ones give me an unexpected thrill and surprise, surpassing their usual quality.

Joyce, seedling of an ungodly, ugly Jap, was superb, as were Virginia Lee,
always good, no matter what the weather, Pin\ Solange, especially happy in cool
weather, with Pin\ Glow, Prairie State and Pin\ Monarch, not quite so late, but
responding to the season most appreciatively.

Most of the whites came this year with a great deal of pink at first. In fact,
one could hardly call them whites. T^auvoo was among the best, and Plymouth,
which never fails, was among the latest. Molly Pitcher, very full pctalled, sur
prised me with its quality. Silver King, which almost never blooms well here, was
grand, only medium size, but beautifully formed on a perfect plant and stem.
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In late red doubles, Philippe Rivoire will never be crowded out of the useful
list. But June Brilliant, blooming at almost the same time attracts much attention
from visitors, and is proving a rival to Philippe Rivoire in sales at the field.
Coming later, Paul Revere stands out, and then, last of all, Cleopatra, now
moved from a far corner of the field to a place where it can be seen, dominated
the field with its brilliant lighter red, over the last of the dark reds.

Not so late, but really the most distinctive of all the Albiflora red doubles
was Radiant Red. It simply speaks a different language from the other reds, and
in this cool season lasted an unusually long time.

Any single or Jap should be good no matter what the season, but this year
the colors were more delicate. It is most interesting to watch the reaction of
visitors in the fields to the many different shades both in the named kinds and
the seedling buds. I have come to the conclusion that one's own preferences in
flowers should be allowed full sway, and if a visitor wants some freak color I sell
it to him unless it is not a reliable bloomer or is on a weak plant. (I may also
tell him I don't like it myself.) Judging from the reaction of visitors, I am not
sure but that Sword Dance, dark red Jap with bright yellow center, may forge
ahead of Tvj'ppon Beauty in public esteem.

One of my greatest thrills of the season was 180 clumps of new named and
advanced seedling white Japs, great white blooms with yellow centers on vigorous,
thrifty plants, surely a sight one might dream about but hardly hope ever to sec.

As usual, outstanding new blooms in the seedling beds were very few and
very far between. One should never plant peony seed unless he can endure re
peated disappointment. But I did get a magnificent high built late double red, and
two single hybrids almost the exact color of Golden Glow. (If there were a dozen
different Golden Glows on the market there would be a demand for all the plants
that could be produced.)

A dozen seedlings missed when digging out a bed one fall, found the next
spring and then neglected in the weeds for several years, this year yielded a
grand full double red, high built, and most promising. (It pays to give attention
to small details.) Large red double bloom on two yearling plants almost stopped
me cold, and on looking them up they proved to be a once divided new seedling.
More of that one in years to come.

In red singles, Kas\as\ia shows every year a refinement that always surprises
me, and Red Velvet seems now to be heading for near the top of the list, for
besides its fine color, it lasts an extra long time, and comes on a plant that is about
all one could ask for.

Edward Auten, Jr.
At .ft #

Peony Performance In Ohio
John S. Snook, Paulding, Ohio

June 25th, 1947. The peony season is just about at an end. I can think of
nothing new to write about peonies but thought perhaps you might be interested
in learning what kind of a blooming season we have had here in Northwestern
Ohio.

On over one half the days of April and May we had rain and June started
with a very heavy shower. At the same time it was unseasonably cool, especially
at nights, so our blooming season was about ten days late, yet our peonies came
through in a manner that surprised me.
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It was cloudy most of the time and the nights continued cool, all of which

seemed just about right for a good blooming season and very favorable for pro
ducing and holding fine colors. However, all this seemed to affect the foliage of
many of the plants and caused the leaves to blight and I fear it has killed some.

I do not have any of the very newest varieties but I have most of those
named as the select class and some of those named as candidates for the select
class in the bulletin for March 1945.

Once more I am bound to say that Le Cygne stood at the head of the list.
However, there were several other varieties that were nearly as fine. Next in
order were Mrs. /. V. Edlund, Victory Chateau Thierry and Mrs. VV. L. Gumm.
My pink seedling, Helen Hughes, was very good this year. It is about the same
color as Martha Bulloch, a self pink, fading to lavender pink. Good form and
strong stem, especially good form.

Mrs. A. B. Fran\lin and ^iic\ Shaylor were very fine, and one of the very
best was Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt. It comes near leading the list of medium pinks
for both form and color.

Two of Dr. Neeley's seedlings that you do not hear much about and that
I have never seen listed in any of the reports of our shows were especially fine
in my garden this year, Matchless Beauty and Heart's Delight, both light pinks.

Good ii Reese's Judge Snoo\ was very good and of all my peonies, I be
lieve it has the stiffest stem, and that reminds me of the one that started Van
Wert off in the peony business, Jubilee, with its weak stems. Its blooms were
as large as dinner plates. I had many good ones of other varieties but my letter
is already too long and too rambling so I am going to quit with just a word or
two about my lilac season. What pleasure I got from my fifty varieties of lilacs.
They all bloomed and were in fine form and attracted a great deal of attention.
I have been tempted to write something about them but that has nothing to do
with peonies and peony growers, though they go wonderfully well together in
the same garden. The fragrance from 100 clumps of lilacs is something one
cannot forget.

July 1st. The peony season is just about over. We had the longest
blooming season of which I can remember. This morning I have some blooms of
Ella Leu'is and Hansina Brand in the house. These two very fine varieties
should be in every collection.

Looking the garden over I fear I am about to lose several of my best varie
ties, Harry F. Little and Mrs. Livingston Farrand, which I remember you were so
kind as to send me, and which did very well for the first two or three years but
the wet spring seems to have proved too much for them.

I note what you say in the June 1946 bulletin about Kelsey's Mothers Day.
My friend Roy Burke has had this variety for some time and I can confirm what
you say about its being among the very best whites in the peony world. Also
what you said brings to mind the fa:t that though I admire E!sa Sass and con
sider it one of the best of all, I have never been able to get it to do much in my
garden. Martha Bulloch and FIsa Sass don't seem to be able to finish for me.

A New Manual
Just how bad do you want a new Manual? I will pay $5.00 for a new

one and will pay it in advance. If every one of you that want a new one will
send Mr. Christman $5.00 and tell him to put it in the Manual Fund and send
you a copy as soon as it is finished I am very sure there will be one forthcoming.
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As to subject matter .1 new one will <>lnecessity contain .1 large amount of
the same material that was in the old one. It not the same it will have to be
almost the same. Of course a lot of new varieties have been added and a lot of the
new ones are better than some of the older ones. There have been a lot of the
articles in the Bulletin that are well worth a place in a manual. The new rating
lists should be included if the directors think so.

The Directors do not know that I am writing this article so they would have
to be consulted first. I am sure that if enough of us members will send enough
money the directors will be glad to do whatever it takes and appoint whoever it
takes to get the job done. These printing and compiling jobs are not overnight
jobs and they take a lot of work on the part of some one, and somebody will have
to do a lot of it if it is done. Now if you want a new Manual bad enough to
tend your Mone>' in advance it will give the Directors and the Manual commit
tee something to go on. The Society about lost their shirt on the last Manual
so let's not have that happen again. Let's help before it is made instead of after.

Maybe the book can be made for less than five dollars. What of it? I am
willing to let the rest of my five dollars stay in the Society treasury. The larger
the amount of money that the Society has to go on the larger and better the
Bulletins will be.

So now then I want a new Manual. Let's hear from you if you do.
Myron D. Bigger, Tope^a, Kans.

Report of North Dakota Peony Society Show
We had a fine show of the North Dakota Society the 3rd and 4th of July.

Spring cold delayed the development, and curled the stems, but we finally got
off to some hot weather that brought the blooms out in a hurry. Because of the
late frosts, we had no show in 1946, but the plans for the 25th annual show
were not carried out quite so elaborately in 1947 due mainly to the uncertainty
of the season again. Mrs. L. A. Kana again won the Grand Champion, with a
fine bloom of Ella Christianson. Mrs. Kana's Champion bloom in 1945 was
Le Cygne. She is very strictly amateur and a beginner, having only ten peony
plants in her small garden. Sweepstakes went to another fine grower who has
won all honors before, R. J. Darling. Court of Honor winners were Mary Brand,
the best red, exhibited by J. H. Pagctt; Mrs. A. M. Brand the best white, exhibited
by Loyde C. Thompson; Alice Harding for the best flesh, exhibited by Frances
Kannowski (I did have time to pick a dozen blooms the night before the show),
best light pink was Mrs. Kana's Grand Champion, and best dark pink was Martlui
Bulloch exhibited by Mrs. R. D. Heald of Larimore, N. D. I have a marvelous
picture of some of the prize winners if you would like to use it, said picture
including a pretty young woman. Am enclosing the 1947 schedule.

My own peony patch suffered from neglect this year such as never happened
before. Only the plants around the house were disbudded. Those in the field
received one cultivation, no disbudding and many of them bloomed without my
having time to even sec them. Dr. C. I. Nelson of Fargo was Judge, and a most
excellent one.

NORTH DAKOTA PEONY SOCIETY
Frances Kannowski, Secx.
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A Request For Information
Fred E. Winslow, Salem, Indiana

Perhaps this might be considered a Post Script to my letter of April 1 1 as it
does not seem fitting for a new member to rush into print too much.

The question of what the chemical composition of soil should be to raise
the best and finest peonies, has been a recurring question in my mind. Has such
a research ever been made and what were the results? This should be a fine
subject for a fine article for the Bulletin and I would like it as a basis for the
use for securing the best fertilizer for them.

Yesterday I visited one of my peony patches and found the Tree Peony
Tomeimon in full bloom. I bought it from the Oberlin Gardens and set it out on
April 9, 1944. Growth on the plant was well advanced being fullv six inches at
the time of receipt. It was received in the same shipment with a Bei\o\u.

The Tomeimon was farthest advanced in growth and the transfer was such
a shock to it that part of the growth died. It did not bloom the first year although
there were several buds on it. Last year was a very hard one on early growth, and
the early growth on the tree peonies was killed. This year there is only one
bud on the Tomeimon variety, but the thrift of the plant is quite pleasing. Being
the first peony to bloom this year it gives me quite a thrill.

The Bei\o\u was not hurt severely the first year by the transplanting, and
bloomed half a dozen blossoms. Last year the late freezes severely hurt it and it
had no bloom, and looked very sickly. This year it has not put out any leaves to
date. It seems dead.

If you can get some one competent to write an article on the chemical ele
ments required for the peony growth, I will appreciate it and it perhaps will be
useful and interesting to other peony growers. It may be this has been treated
in another and earlier Bulletin. If so I will appreciate a copy of the Bulletin.

Editor's Note Mr. Winslow is requesting information that doubtless some of our penny socicry mem
bers can furnish. If so, let us havr*your ideas and suggestions. This should he a snlendid theme for pn
article and I am hoping ro get it. I am sure there will be severalopinions on this subject and they fhould
all be of productive benefit to our readers.

a at m

Liz Hurst, Pig and Poetry Fame, Comments on Auten's Peonies
Bv Liz Hurst

F.ditor'5Note Liz Hurst, author of Pip mid Poetry, regular poetry and prose feature of the Princeville
Telephone was asked to favor us wirh one of her original word pictures of the famous Auten peonv field'.
Here is rhe portrait:

THE PEONY
And all I saw in front of me
Was row on row of peony
I turned and looked the other way
And saw still others, bright and gay.
The red, the wine, the fuchsia, white
I ne'er beheld a lovelier sight
At home or here or anywhere.
In fact, 'tis few that can compare
With beauty in unending line.
It makes me stop, and does remind
Me who has made the peony
While "poems are made by fools like me.'
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THE AUTFiN PEONIES
"Cone but not forgotten" those famous words are applicable once more,

this time to the beautiful Auten peonies whose glory we shared in such a short
time ago. Yesterday, as I rode by the fields, the bright array of colors and the
many interested visitors were not there as they were on previous Sundays, and
for a moment I felt a pang of remorse that the blooms were gone, but in my
mind's eye I could see them still. And I knew that they exist all year in the
memory of many of us, and, if we did have the flowers themselves all the seasons,
we could never appreciate them the way we do.

Last year when the flowers began to bloom I found it was fun to compare
the ones grown here with those grown in Georgia. The first similarity I noticed
was the forsythia which seems to be the harbinger of spring everywhere. The
Japanese magnolia was another familiar blossom, although that's almost a winter
flower in the South; and the daffodils and tulips were much as I expected. Of
course, there were some of my favorites that didn't appear in the spring such as
wisteria, azaleas and camelias. But then, the iris, or flag lilies as we call them,
were luscious in their profusion and lovelier than I had ever seen them. But the
most fun came in discovering perfectly new flowers whose names I had never
even heard. One of these was the peony.

Now, the ordinary peony found in the yard is a lovely flower in its rich
colors and fullness. However, once you have seen the large fields of peonies such
as the Auten fields, there are no words left for the little bush by the garden gate.
These large fields, covering up to ten acres in peonies, are ideal with their "corn
belt" soil for producing fine bushes. There are over two hundred varieties bloom
ing there, varieties whose names include such quaint and picturesque terms as
Moon Magic, Medicine Hat, Graduation Day, Morning Song, Chocolate Soldier,
Robin Hood, Cleopatra and many others.

I saw the peonies in the height of their season for the first time this spring,
and I wondered then how I could ever paint a picture of them for my friends at
home. Since then I've stopped worrying about that; instead, I say to those of us
in Illinois, let's not forget them, and let us rejoice in the privilege of being near
this beauty.

P.S. I thought you might like to sec the enclosed tribute to my peony
fields which appeared unbeknown to me in our local paper. The writer, a girl
raised in Georgia, is the wife of one of our local farmers, ex-army aviator and
ex-president Class of 1946, University of Illinois.

We had latest season ever, missed Decoration Day when only a very few
officinalis were out. But did fine in June, so total was 76% of previous year
for May and June. Very well satisfied. Bloom was grand. Only wish I was
able to exhibit at the shows.

Emv. Auten, Jr.
.* .* .*

A Symposium - Yes or No?
About every so often the question of having another symposium and new

rating of peonies is brought up. A person cannot be blamed for wanting to know
in advance what arc the best kinds to add to his garden, so it is not strange that
the question docs bob up so regularly.

If it were merely a matter of measuring, as bushels of wheat, that would
be an easy matter. But there is no mathematical set of standards which we may
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use. Personal preferences really govern the desirability of a variety, and as
these preferences vary greatly, an average figure rating might mislead both the
one who likes a variety and the one who dislikes it.

Personally, I hope we never have another symposium; especially ir it were
to be conducted like the past ones. Color was given so many points, some to
form, some to fragrance, and a perfect total added up to 10.0 or 100. Now I
doubt whether one in ten of those who reported for the former symposium?
actually listed the different qualities and rated them separately, then adding to
get the final rating. More likely they said so and so is a fine peony, let's rate it
95. Another they put at 85. And maybe the one they rated 95 wasn't fragrant,
and so could not possibly be entitled to more than 90. Ratings should be made
only from blooms on healthy, mature clumps, never from blooms at shows. If we
have to have another symposium, and the scale of points must be used, then each
judge should be required to list each item separately and tabulate it and send
it in not totalled. All reports should then be tabulated and the final rating
obtained from the mass of reports.

But that is not all. Too many people have taken past ratings too literally,
and consider a variety rated 9.21 as so much better than something similar,
rated only 9.11 that the latter is unfairly handicapped. This is to be avoided
if possible. Therefore, after these final ratings are obtained, they should not be
made public to anyone, but those rating 95, or better should be simply graded
A, 90 to 95 B, 85 to 90, C, etc.

But all this is a lot of trouble, and I do not recommend it. If we must have
a symposium, why not let the judges simply rate

A extra fine
B fine
C -good
D fair
E discard

Then publish the number of A's, B's, C's etc., a variety gets.

Commercial suitability cannot very well be included as a factor in making
a rating, but one factor in the doubles should be rated separately, and that is
the sureness of opening in latitudes where bloom starts before June I. For
instance. I have seen blooms of Mrs. A. M. Brand raised in Minnesota that looked
like absolute perfection, but I have never, in many years, had a bloom of it
here that was not flat and with a bad center. Disease infected Le Cygne looks
like a million dollars up north. Here in central Illinois it is always a complete
flop, even from stock which has raised the magnificent blooms up north. There
fore a dead sure opening double for the south should be rated 1 : fairly sure rated
2; usually fails, 3. Then a man south could buy a kind rated Al, but would
let alone an A3.

But, as I said near the start of this article, I favor no more symposiums.
It takes a long time to really know a variety. There are hundreds of kinds now
on the market. If a grower will list the qualities of his offerings fairly, the
buyer should be able to get what he needs. There is no way to tabulate color
or form preferences so that they are a reliable guide for everybody. You are
not buying measurable qualities when you buy a peony, you are trying to bnv
fome pleasure of your own particular kind. And there are even some who like
to buy and rate just to have something with which they may find fault. But
these folks we may ignore.

Edward Auten, Jr.
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Layering Tree Peonies
H. F. Stoke, Roanoke, Va.

References to propagating tree peonies by layering have appeared from time
to time in the gardening press but apparently most people have not been success
ful with this practice. Some notes about my own experience, therefore, may be
of interest to the members of the American Peony Society.

After several attempts which ended in failure I have been quite successful
with the following method:

I lay down the stock in the spring when the leaves have reached nearly
full development, that is

, just before or just after the blooming period. I put
charcoal two or three inches around and above each node, banking earth around
it, but, of course, leaving the leaves exposed. I do not disturb it the second
year but the third year I girdle the stock between the new plant and the old as
soon as the leaves have reached full development; then I sever the new plant from
the parent that autumn. This process takes three years but gives a sturdy,
blooming plant.

Charcoal averaging about one-half inch in diameter is used. The charcoal
provides aeration and prevents the smothering and decaying of the newly-formed
buds at the nodes, which are transmuted into short, succulent shoots. These
shoots appear above the surface the following spring, to become the stalks of
the new plant.

If the layered stock has a flower bud I let it open rather than pinching the
immature bud. The leaves seem to develop more fully under this procedure.
Naturally, I cut it immediately after flowering to prevent formation of seeds

Some tree peonies grow very upright, with stiff, brittle stems which are
impossible to bend to the ground without breakage; most, however, can be suc
cessfully layered. The following diagram illustrates the method. It is convenient
to place a bottomless tin can over the bud-producing nodes, place the charcoal
in the can, bank the earth around it, then carefully remove the can, tapping it
so the charcoal will remain in place. No earth is drawn over the charcoal.

PROPAGATING TREE PEONIES
Br LAYERING
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A Communication
While eating lunch today, I was much surprised to find in the March

Bulletin a rhyme containing my name. I think an answer is in order, so here it is:
Thank you kindly Mrs. Brown,
To you I pass the poet's crown,
Don't wear it in the peony bed,
You'll sneeze it off your pretty head

I have on my desk, a red single hybrid peony, which I think is "Smouthii,"
which bloomed this morning, May 23rd. Last year this same variety was in bloom
on the 3rd of May, so at this point, we seem to be approximately three weeks
behind last year. I recall that Mrs. John M. Kleitsch was picked for the Rockford
show the day before. It is certain that some varieties will not have bloomed in
time for the National Peony show this year.

James Mason.

They Built a Pyramid for Their Queen
Martin A. Eliason, Appleton, Minn.

On July 16th and 17th my eyes feasted for the first time on the beautiful
peony show put on by peony lovers in and around Duluth, Minn.

The feature of that show, which immediately caught my attention when
entering the door, was the very superior way they had "given honor where
honor was due." They had built a pyramid for their Queen, their Grand Cham
pion Blossom, and enthroned her in all her splendor on the very pinnacle of that
pyramid.

She really REIGNED over that show. Her regal attendants, the champion
blossoms of each color and class, were right below her, on the second, more
roomy eminence. The other very notable blossoms were placed lower on succeed
ing steps of the pyramid, each according to its rank.

The pyramid was perhaps six feet wide at its base and high enough so that
the royal occupants of the summit and top step could look down on all the other
beauties which they had outranked.

One could approach that display from any side, and the beauty of the
finest blossoms would challenge the eye at once, and what beauties they were.

No one needed to come to that show and ask, "Where are the best blos
soms?" or "Where is the Grand Champion?"

To my notion, that way of staging a "Court of Honor" was easily the most
effective way in which it could be done.

Would not such an arrangement make any flower show more effective?

********
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You have recently received bulletin No. 105, a greatly delayed issue
;ind in an attempt to get caught up on these bulletins we arc now preparing
No. 106 that will be in your hands shortly after the arrival of No. 105. Please
do not attribute the delay to any laxity or indifference on my part for I did all
in my power to get them to you on time. There have been very annoying delays
all along the line that have contributed to the many delays experienced. Please
bear with me and we are quite sure we can get things moving more regularly in
the near future. The delay has doubled my work as I have had many inquiries
about the bulletin asking why it has been delayed. I have also been censured
quite severely by some for apparent indifference and neglect in my duties. I pre
sume this is to be expected and I am glad all the complaints have come from
recently new members who have not been familiar with the work entailed in
getting out the bulletin. One of these complaints was received from a party who
thought the bulletins should be issued monthly, instead of quarterly.

There are many transactions involved in the assembling of the bulletin and
when the final issue is ready for the presses, we usually heave a sigh of relief
to think that soon they will be ready for mailing. There is still much to be done
after this stage of development as the gathering, stitching, trimming, addressing
envelopes, sorting into states and postal zones and many other things still remain
to be completed. With paper shortages, strikes, and many other contingencies
that seem entirely remote, one cannot figure definitely on the completion of any
task of this nature. Possibly conditions will settle down and become more normal

« * *
Another planting season is at hand and we hope that many new peonies

have found their way into your planting. Those who do not have sufficient space
for additional plantings, may do well to make a critical evaluation of what they
have and dispose of any that do not meet their requirements. I know it is hard
to part with any of them but if the space is limited, see that only good varieties
are added to your planting. It is as easy to raise a good one of supreme quality
as it is to bother with an inferior variety.

I, personally, have added several new ones that are still strangers to me.
What a thrill awaits me this coming spring. We have heard of their merits
but want to make our own evaluation.

»' >' *
The last issue of the bulletin covered some of our largest exhibitions but there

were several of real merit of which we have no report, or which will he reported
in this issue.

We will let the articles speak for themselves. We are sure you will get a
great deal of interest in reading them. We want every member to feel free to
express his opinions or relate experiences that will be of value to our members.

» if. i*.

It is really surprising how climatic conditions determine, to a considerable
degree, the characteristics of some plants and bloom. During some seasons there
is a marked difference in the coloring of some peonies and this holds good with
other flowers. Of course the chemical content of the soil would have a great
influence, and perhaps a greater influence than the weather.
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It has been some years since we had our Annual Exhibition in Canada but
next year, 1948, we will meet in Guelph, Ontario, Canada and already plans
are being formulated that will certainly mean a most successful meeting and
exhibition of bloom. There will be more about this a little later on when more
of the plans have been worked out in greater detail. It will be so arranged
that exhibitors from the states can take their best bloom to this show and not
have any trouble with customs in so doing. In other words the -red tape will be
eliminated, so we are informed. We want everyone who can, to attend and
make a display of their best blooms. Let's make this the most outstanding show
we have ever held. All facilities in the way of cold storage and other require
ments for the staging of a successful show will be' provided. Successful yearly
exhibitions staged by experts who have had years of experience insures a grand
exhibition and I am thoroughly convinced that we will all gain valuable experi
ence by attending this exhibition and learning first hand some of the tricks of
the trade. We will have something more definite to announce in the following
issues of the bulletin.

« « «
You will note that a membership campaign has been started to bolster our

membership and make it possible for us to undertake some of the things wc
have planned to do. Most important of these is the preparing and printing of
a new Manual. All copies of the first edition printed in 1929 have been disposed
of and a new one that will bring information up to date is badly needed. It
should be as informative but it will not be as attractive as the cost involved in
printing color is prohibitive to a great extent. Most of you know how thoroughly
Mr. Peyton goes into matters of this nature and his vast knowledge of varieties.
A great deal of the work in preparing this Manual will be done by him and you
can look forward to seeing something really worth while. No definite date as to
the completion of the work can be announced at this time but we hope to have
something to say on this subject soon after the first of next year. There is a
great deal of work involved in getting out a work of this kind and much pre
liminary work must be accomplished before a definite start at the real work of
assembly and compilation can be done.

« * «
We are very anxious to have our bulletins second to none and for that reason

we are never satisfied but that they can be improved. This may be well expressed
in James Metcalfe's poem which follows:

We always strive for better things than those wc now possess,
In order to provide ourselves with greater happiness.

We try to save our money and we look around for ways
To multiply the income from our weary working days.

And all of this is natural, and it is healthy too,
Because we ought to have a dream that could be coming true.

But frequently our hearts forget how much we have at hand,
The countless daily pleasures and the comforts we command.

Wc do not think about and we do not appreciate
The benefits and blessings that belong to us to date.

There are some new writers of articles in this bulletin that we most heartily
welcome and we trust that in forthcoming bulletins we can have a number of
contributors both old and new to make the pages of this bulletin enjoyable and
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profitable reading. If you do not have a typewriter handy to prepare them, let
them come through and I will get them ready for the linotype operator who
insists on printed copy.

if « X

As I write these notes Oct. 27th, we can feel the breath of real fall weather
and it will only be a matter of a few weeks before our activities in the field and
garden will be stopped by old man winter. With the exception of a very dry
fall, we have had some beautiful weather in this particular section of the country.
Filling of orders could be done without slopping around in the mud to dig the
plants and that is some relief. Gladiolus could be and were harvested with not
a drop of rain to interfere.

* « «
In closing, I want to assure each member that the confusion that has resulted

in our moving to a new location will be straightened out and we will have com
mand of things shortly. There has been a terrific strain placed upon me and 1
can hardly find enough hours in the day to do what I have to do in order to
keep the ball rolling. I must admit it has been pretty badly tossed about these
past few months.

« K «
Start to make plans for our next year's activities and above all try and make

an exhibit at Guelph, Ontario, Canada next year.
* * *

The U. S. Department of Agriculture has recently published a booklet
No. 197, dealing with mildew Erysiphe polygoni. The peony is subject to this
disease in some locations and if you care for one of these leaflets address Super
intendent of Documents, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. or
secure it through your Congressman. Sulphur spray or dust is recommended, and
in the case of the peony, the elimination of resting places for the wintering of
the spores, such as has been practiced by peony growers for years by cutting
all growth above the ground in the late fall and burning it.

« « «
A request has just been received at my office for diseased roots of peonies

having the so-called Lemoines Diseases. Experiments are now under way at the
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 1000 Washington Ave., Brooklyn 25, N. Y., studying
this disease and if any of our members have diseased plants of this nature, send
a sample of the diseased root to the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens at the above
address, care of Karl Maramorosch, prepaying all charges, of course. This is a
forward step in looking for a cure for this disease and we should heartily co
operate in every way with the Botanical Gardens and its staff of investigators, to
fee -that samples are supplied. We hope to be able to give a full report of their
findings in some future bulletin. We have every reason to believe that scientific
investigation and research experimentation such as can be conducted at these
Botanical Gardens will result in some definite treatment that will entirely elim
inate this disease from our plantings. This work is of great importance and we
feel confident our members will be glad to give full co-operation.

* * *

Let me have a report of peony performance in your garden the past season,
or any unusual varieties that attracted your attention.



32 AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN

Wm. E. Lanigan, 74, 'Peony Man,' Dies
William E. Lanigan, 74, the "peony man," 137 Tenth St., Lincoln, 111., was

found dead lying near a rake and wheelbarrow filled with leaves, in his peony gar
den at the rear of his residence shortly before 8 a.m. Tuesday by Pegram Campbell.

It was believed Mr. Lanigan had been working in his flower garden, raking
the leaves and getting it in order late Monday evening and apparently was
stricken with a heart attack. He lived alone and spent much of his time working
in the garden. An alarm clock which he carried with him to the garden to warn
him of the hour of special radio programs which he liked to hear was found
nearby and still running. Mr. Campbell was at work across the alley from the
garden and by chance noticed the body. Deputy Coroner Donald G. Holland said
that he learned Mr. Lanigan had been under the care of a doctor and indications
were that he had been exposed to the weather during the night.

Mr. Lanigan, a lover of flowers took pride in his peony garden and annually
hundreds of persons visited the garden to see the beautiful flowers. He had many
friends whom he called personally to come and see the flowers when they were in
bloom. He was also a lover of good books and spent much of his time reading
or browsing through the books at the library.

He was born May 11, 1862 in Lincoln, a son of Patrick L. and Margaret
O'Brien Lanigan, natives of Ireland. His parents, four sisters and two brothers
preceded him in death. He had never married. Survivors include a niece, Helen
Culnan, and three nephews; Edward T. Culnan, Earl Schmidt and William
Culnan.

* * *

In Memorium Ben Haberman
1889 - 1947

On the morning of June 25th, 1947, Mr. Haberman died from a cerebral
hemorrhage suffered a few hours before. He was born in Jefferson, Wis., on
April 18th, 1889 and passed his entire life in that community. He had been in
the insurance business for the past thirty-seven years.

Though he was afflicted with both poor hearing and eyesight, he was very
active in the business and social life of his city and much interested in every
thing connected with it.

For many years he had been an ardent gardener. His first interest was in
gladiolus and later in peonies and he was well known as a connoisseur in both.
He did not have room for, nor could he admit anything but the best into his
garden and so his peony collection is one of the highest in standard of any in the
country. He could distinguish any variety he had by the feel.

He was a member of the Knights of Columbus, a charter member of the
Jefferson Garden Club and a member of the American Peony Society.

On April 13th, 1912, he married Miss Elna Ladien, who, with their three
daughters, Mrs. Romanic Berkley, Mrs. Howard Becker and Lois Haberman sur
vive him. He has five living grandchildren, one brother and five sisters. Three
other brothers are dead. Several Sass peonies have been named for members of
his family, namely Bonnie Bec\er, Ben Haberman, Donna Berkley, Elna, Judy
Bcc\er, Lois, and Tom Berkley.

Personally, having known Mr. Haberman a number of years and having
been a guest in his hospitable home several times, I feel that I have lost a tried
and trusted friend and I shall greatly miss my yearly contacts with him.

George W. Peyton, Rapidan, Va.
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List of New Members Since Last Report
Andrews, Philip, P. O. Box 266, Rockmont Nursery, Boulder, Colorado.
Alexander, W. A., Joycelyn Gardens, 207 Eherly Ave., Bowling Green, O.
Allen, Mrs. Gus, Arp, Texas.
Alley, Dr. J. H., Augusta, Kans.
Alta Vista Nurseries, Mark J. Rolph, Propr., Brady St. Road, Davenport, la.
Anthony, Nicholas, 15 Circle St., Manhasset, N. Y.
Bahler, Alfred S., 2016 Imperial St., Salt Lake City, Utah.
Bangertner, Mrs. Eugene, Bountiful, Utah.
Bartoglio, Dr. John D., ')' Bartoglio Storage &? Appliance Co., 800 Utah Ave.,

Butte, Mont.
Beasley, Louis B., 1308 First, Eldorado, 111.
Beede, Mrs. R. J., Rehoboth, Mass.
Borsch Greenhouse, J. J. Borsch, Propr., St. Vincent Ave., La Salle, III.
Bunn, B. B., 907 N. Coler, Urbana, 111.
Buss, W. E., Edenwald Gardens, Vincennes, Ind.
Clark, J. D., Clark Floral Co., 2708 Taylor St., Amarillo, Tex.
Colorado Forestry ii Horticulture Assn., 1355 Bannock St., Denver 4, Colo.
Dennis, H. N., R. R. 1, Grant Park, 111.
Dickason, Mrs. F. M., P. O. Box 53, Bluffton, Ind.
Driver, Mrs. Gladys, Clerk of District Court, Rush Co., La Crosse, Kans.
Dubuque Civic Garden Club, Merlin Osbom, Pres., 495 W. 5th, Dubuque, la.
Eylar, Mrs. F. B., Rt. 2, Box 610, Renton, Wash.
Fell, S. Delos, 224 N. Avon St, Rockford, 111.
Fugard, James H, 3405 Southwestern Blvd., Dallas 5, Texas.
Gordon, Jerry, Arbuckle, Calif.
Hall, William E, Hall's Floral Gardens, La Crosse, Kans.
Hammer, Mrs. J. C, Rt. 5, No. 5 Pershing Road, Columbia, Mo.
Hartman, Mrs. M. W, Rt. 1, Catoosa, Okla.
Haskell, Benny W, 2760 Dean Blvd., Minneapolis, Minn.
Hinkson, Mrs. Preston, Cairo, Nebr.
Kent, Herbert J, 26315 Mohr Drive, Hayward, Calif.
Jantz, Lucas, 406 Oak Street, Ripon, Wis.
Jacques, Mrs. Willard, 85 Westminster, Lake Forest, 111.
Johnson, Mary Miller, Rt. 2, Cleveland Road, Ashland, O.
Kling, Wm. L, Rt. 2, Box 230, Clarkston, Wash.
Klopf, Ethel B, 508 N. 9th St, Atchison, Kansas.
Kuehn, Walter J, Highway 218 E, Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Kucera, Mrs. F. O, Wilber, Nebr.
Lewis, Robert W, 935 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa.
Lund, Mrs. C. W, 1731 E. 8th Street, Superior, Wis.
Lundy, Percy S, R. F. D. 2, Waterloo, N. Y.
Luther, Mrs. H. A, Rt. 4, Albany, Oregon.
McNaughton, Dr. W. B., Box 402, Arnprior, Ontario, Canada.
McNaughton, Mrs. Elizabeth, 8209 Main St, Clarenje, N. Y.
Moses, Mrs. John S, 29 Central St, Andover, Mass.
Murray, G. H, 109 Harding Court, Monrovia, Colo.
Murphy, H. F, 10754 West Outer Drive, Detroit 22, Mich.
Orchard View Gardens, 1149 Ferry St, Eugene, Oregon.
Palmer & Richman, Jamison, Pa.
Petch, Albert C, 104 Wakefield Ave, Buffalo, N. Y.
Probst, Gcorgianna E, 254 California Ave, East Hcmstcad, N. Y.
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Quinlan, Mrs. Leslie F., 605 N. Green St., Gainesville, Ga.
Richter, Walter L., Rt. 5, 3940 Jackson Blvd., Elkhart, Ind.
Rogers, Mrs. Blossom R., 2322 Tacoma Road, Puyallup, Wash.
Rohe, C. M., 2656 Walnut St., Blue Island, 111.
Rowc, Mrs. A. F., 1204 Cleveland St., Lansing 6, Mich.
Schaad, Dorothy Hopkins, 5428 Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, III.
Senn, Arthur H., 619 Atlantic Ave., Waukegan, 111.
Seward, Mrs. W. B., Rt. 3, Frazeysburg, Ohio.
Shuts, Mrs. C. E., Elgin, Nebr.
Simmonds, Mrs. W. H., Box 390, Signal Mountain, Tcnn.
Sisson, W. A., Rosendale, Wis.
Spinning, Mrs. L. B., Rt. 4, Chehalis, Wash.
Tanis, Mrs. Jacob, Augusta, N. J.
Thorp, Mrs. John A., Rt. 2, Winfield, Kans.
Thomas, John J., Seward, Nebr.
The Home Garden Company, A. L. Chapin, Mgr., Lysandcr, N. Y.
Ward, Roy F., 16 Granite St, Portsmouth, N. H.
Wainright, Mrs. C. E., Rt. 1, Tulsa 15, Okla.
Westaway, Miss Edith A, R. F. D. 3, Canton, N. Y.

LIFE MEMBERS
Holl, Earl A, 3520 N. Grant Ave., Indianapolis 1, Ind.
McCammon, A, 747 Everett St., El Cerrito, Calif.
Webb, Prof. James S, Institute of Technology, University of Minnesota, Minne

apolis 14, Minn.

* * *

The 1948 American Peony Society's Exhibition Will Be Held In
Guelph, Ontario, Canada

By J. E. Carter, Regional Vice President District N.o. 1 1

Guelph, Ontario, Canada

Mr. William Brown of Elora, Ontario has notified Mayor Gordon Rife of
Guelph that the Executive of the American Peony Society has accepted the
invitation, he and the Guelph Horticultural Society extended, to hold the 1948
Exhibition in this City.

The members of the American Peony Society will be pleased to know that
Mr. Brown, the well-known Canadian Peony Grower, has been elected a Director
of your Society. Mr. Brown immediately got busy to secure the big show for
Canada. During the 44 years the Society has been in existence the Exhibition
has been staged in Canada only twice, in London and Toronto, Ontario.

The City of Guelph is situated about fifty miles west of Toronto, has a popu
lation of slightly over 25,000, is the center of a splendid agricultural section.
The famous Ontario Agricultural College, the Ontario Veterinary College and
the Macdonald Institute are situated in Guelph. It is also the birthplace of
Colonel John McCrea who wrote "In Flanders Field the Poppies Grow." A
memorial garden was completed last year in his memory.

Guelph is served by the Canadian Pacific Railway and the Canadian
National. It is also well served by government highways; No. 6 connecting with
the Queen Elizabeth Highway at Hamilton to Toronto and Niagara Fall=. No. 24
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serves points on Lake Erie, anil No. 7 serves all points leading out of the
State of Michigan at Port Huron. This road continues to Toronto and Ottawa
in Eastern Ontario.

The Exhibition will be held in the new Arena situated next to the City
Hall in the center of the City. The floor has an area of 85 by 186 feet for
staging the exhibits and a seating capacity for 4,000 people. The cold storage
accommodation will be supplied by the Ontario Agricultural College under the
supervision of experts to accommodate American exhibits that have an earlier
blooming date than we have in Guelph.

Arrangements are being made with the Canadian customs to allow quick
clearance of all exhibits from the United States. Naturally we expect that the
majority of American Peony growers will exhibit in Canada because Canada
offers a splendid market for peonies.

The visitors will find splendid hotel accommodations here. In addition,
if necessary, there will be excellent accommodation at the Ontario Agricultural
College. Students at that time will be on vacation.

The Guelph Horticultural Society with some 700 members will sponsor the
Exhibition. This society is noted for handling big propositions.

It will be remembered that in 1939 one of the largest Regional Peony Exhi
bitions was held in Guelph. This show was an outstanding success both in
attendance and exhibits. The local executive expects to give handsome cash
prizes in addition to other awards. One outstanding feature of the Regional
Exhibition held in 1939 that drew large crowds was the crowning of the Peony
Queen. This event will again be staged at the forthcoming Exhibition on a
much larger scale. Instructions have been issued to make this one of the largest
exhibitions ever held by the American Peony Society. Knowing the men behind
it I have no doubt but that they will do so.

My advice to all members of the American Peony Society is be sure to
visit what will be an outstanding exhibition.

* * *

CORRECTION
In the last bulletin we stated that the 1948 exhibition of the Ameri

can Peony Society would be sponsored by the ' Gait Horticultural
Society." This should have read "Guelph Horticultural Society." We
regret the error.

* * *

LATE BULLETIN
We have recently been advised of the deaths of Mr. Lee R. Ronnc-

witz of Van Wert. (').. and Mr. Harry F. Little of Camillus. N. V.

Obituary notices will appear in bulletin No. 107. Notice received too
late to prepare material for this issue as forms closed.

It has been decided to carry the membership drive through all ol
1048 so you will have a few extra months to work on. Many are getting
busy and we hope you are one of them.



CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP

Membership in the Society is open to both professional and
amateur growers. Nomination is not necessary for those de
siring admission, but a list of applicants for membership is
presented to the Society at its annual meeting and the names
are there voted upon.

Those who make application for membership at any time
receive the current publications of the Society as they are issued.

The dues are $3.00 a year, of which $1.00 is toward a year's
subscription to the American Peony Society BULLETIN. All
checks covering membership dues should be made to The Amer
ican Peony Society and sent to the Secretary with application
for membership. Dues in future are to run from January 1st
to January 1st of the following year.

Back BULLETINS of the Society will be charged for at
the rate of 25 cents per copy and 50 cents for the Symposium
Number (No. 14). To non-members these prices are doubled.
No BULLETINS available prior to No. 13.



Brand Peony Farms
Are Offering

Eor the Year 1947
Their usual fine assortment of
first class Peonies, Irises, and
French Lilacs on their own roots.

FRENCH LILACS
Are now one of our main special
ties. We propagate these so that
they come to our customers 100%
on their own roots. There is no
finer stock in the entire world.

FLOWERING CRABS
We are also working up an en
tirely new, absolutely hardy line

of flowering crabs.

During the last 13 years the
following Brand Peonies
have been awarded Best

flower in the Na
tional Show.

1933 Chicago Hansina Brand
1934 Minneapolis Hansina Brand
1940 Rochester Martha Bulloch
1941 Syracuse Blanche King
1943 Minneapolis Mrs. A. M. Brand

Our Latest Catalog, the most
beautiful we have ever sent

out in color, is free.

BRAND PEONY FARMS
Faribault, Minn.

JOIN THE
AMERICAN DAHLIA SOCIETY

All Dahlia "fans" are cordially invited to join this great organization
which is devoted solely to spreading information about and the im
provement of the Dahlia.

| Read the quarterly Bulletin, a sample copy of which will be sent on
request, giving all the latest information and cultural hints on
Dahlias. Membership includes the Bulletin, a season ticket to our
National exhibitions and all other privileges of the society.

Dues $2.00 per year. C. Louis Ailing, Sec'y
461 Court Street West Haven, Conn.

BONANZA
The new variety which won so many awards and excited so

much comment at the N. W. show this year.
It is a dark red, luminously brilliant. A strong grower which

stands the weather well without fading.
"The red we have all been looking for." We had not intended

to sell any this year but insistent demand for prices has induced
us to offer a few.
3-5 eye divisions from 3 year plants. $.'10.00

Franklin Nursery
C110 Eiliot Ave. Minneapolis, Minn.



THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
The American Iris Society, since its organization in 1920, has published

83 Bulletins which cover every phase of iris growing. These bulletins go
fourtimes each year to all members, who may also purchase any back

numbers in stock for 50c a copy. Because the bulletins are not for sale
except to members o

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER of SIX for ONE DOLLAR
is made to non-members. The six are our selection from surplus stock.

THE ALPHABETICAL IRIS CHECK LIST, edited by Ethel Anson S.
Peckham and published in 1940, is an invaluable reference book for oil
who grow irises or wish to know about irises. The book lists about nine
teen thousand names of irises (including synonyms and mis-spellings} and
contains as nearly as is humanly possible all the old species and varieties
as well as the new ones, with added information about obsolete varieties,
species, section, season, color and fragrance. There is a long list cf
names of breeders, introducers, dealers and authors, with brief biogra
phical details. The binding is durable, water-proof cloth, and in spite
of its 582 pages the book is of a size comfortable for holding and carry
ing. The price to A.I.S. members is $3.00, to non-members $4.00.
Orders should be addressed to the office of the Secretary, 821 Wash

ington Loan & Trust Building, Washington, D. O, and checks made payable
to the American Iris Society.

Cherry Hill Strain
of PEONIES embrace, theFINEST VARIETIES in
PEONYDOM and their con
sistent winnings of GOLD
AND SILVER MEDALS
prove beyond doubt that
they have intrinsic value.
Flease ask for catalog showing
varieties and list of awards.

CHERRY HILL NURSERIES
(Thurlow* find Stranger, Inc.)WEST NEWBURY, MASS.

^he c
.Cottage Gardens

{Lansing, 3tUchigan
TREE PEONIES

Pot -grown. We ran ahir almost
any time. AIbo large collections

all other types of peonies.

H.UO VARIETIES OF
PEONIES, IRISES,
POPPIES and

HEMEROCALLIS
Catalog Free

13.F.WASSENBURG
V:m Wert, Ohio

River Drive Peony
Garden

Prices Reasonable
Send for price list

( rowers and originators of the
world's finest Peonies and Iris.

RIVER GROVE, ILL.

GOOD. FETTER and BEST
PEONIES
Write for list

J. W. BERNSTEIN
1439 S. 28th St., Lincoln 2, Neb.

TREE PEONIES
FINEST NAMED VARIETIES

ALSO-
HERBACEOUS PEONIES

OBERLIN PEONY GARDENS
I'. O. ltcix 115 Sinking Springs, Pa.



VICTORY
One of the most outstanding introductions in recent

years. At the Rockford, 111., American Peony Society's
annual exhibition it won in every class shown. Not a
single variety stood up better throughout the exhibition.
Supply limited and orders should soon take available
stock. If you miss this one, you are losing out on one
of the finest peonies you could wish for. Year old, un
divided plants will be supplied on orders. Price $20.00.

W. F. CHRISTMAN, NORTHBROOK, ILL.

Choice New and Rare Peonies
Offered by Ernest Stahly,

Successor to Lee R. Bonnewitz, Van Wert, Ohio
Removed under Mr. Bonnewitz's supervision three years ago and
now again ready for redivision.
You will want to see this list and add some to your collection.
Prices very reasonable and quality to satisfy you.

Ernest Stahly
912 S. 8th Street Goshen, Indiana

Advertise in the Bulletin

Bigger Peonies to Watch in 1947
Westerner Kansas
Shawnee Chief Kaw Valley
Lady Orchid Anne Bigger
Prairie Belle Snow Mountain

All originated by

Myron P. Bigger, R.R. 4. Topeka, Kas.


