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OBJECTIVES
The Articles of Incorporation state: Sec. 2. That the particular objects

for which the corporation is to be formed are as follows: To increase the jrcn-
eral interest in the cultivation and use of the peony; to improve the standard
of excellence of the flower; to improve the methods of its cultivation and
methods of placing it upon the market; to increase its use as a decorative
flower; to bring about a more thorough understanding between those inter
ested in its culture; to properly supervise the nomenclature of the different
varieties and kinds of peonies; to stimulate the growing and introduction of
improved seedlings and crosses of such flower; and to promote any of the
general objects herein specified by holding or causing to be held examina
tions, and awarding or causing or procuring to be awarded, prizes therefor,
or in any other manner.

MEMBERSHIP
The By-Laws state: All reputable persons, professional or amateur, who

are interested in the peony, its propagation, culture, sale and development,
are eligible to membership.

The annual dues are now $5.00 a year. The year begins with January 1
and runs the calendar year. Applicants for membership should send a check
or mon«y order for five dollars payable to AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY to
the Secretary. If cash is sent, the letter should be registered. The Society
will not be responsible for any cash remittances made otherwise. Member
ship fee is $5.00, $3.00 of which is for a subscription to the American Society
Bulletin for one year. Subscription to the Bulletin to non-members $5.00
for one year.

THE BULLETIN
The Bulletin is issued quarterly. Back numbers when available, will be

charged at prices which will be furnished by the Editor. Current year back
numbers will be fifty cents each to members.

DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRATION
This department was formed "to properly supervise the nomenclature of

the different varieties and kinds of peonies." Those who desire to register a
new variety, and all new varieties should be registered to avoid duplication
of names, should apply to George W. Peyton, Chairman, Nomenclature Com
mittee. Registration fee is $2.00 for each variety registered.
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
In my last Message I told you I

had a lot of ideas for the strength
ening of our Society and the broad
ening of its service to members.
Many of these ideas came as sug
gestions from the advisory commit
tee I appointed on assuming office.
I also intimated that I would tell
you in my next Message about one
idea in some detail which I intend
ed to translate into definite action.
I am happy to report that the

suggestion I determined to concen
trate on has developed far beyond
my expectations and is well on its
way to becoming the fulfillment of
a dream that many of us have cher
ished for years: a display planting
at a public or semi-public institu
tion where garden-minded people in
great numbers would be exposed to
the charm and beauty of fine pe
onies. Such a planting, which may
be expanded into a trial ground, is
assured at Kingwood Center, Mans
field, Ohio.
According to my last count, 480

divisions have been received and
planted. I have not yet made an
accurate check on duplicates, two
or more of the same variety, but I
doubt that there will be more than
thirty; which means that we
have approximately 450 varieties.
It was extremely fortunate that the
project was begun this fall. Mr. W.

H. Krekler of Whittier, California,
owner of the Peacock Nurseries,
Akron, Ohio, was moving his plant
ing, and donated most generously.
In fact, he gave us one of most
everything he has. and his is per
haps the most extensive collection
in America.
Many others responded willingly

and generously to my plea for
planting material, particularly the
commercial growers. However, it
was not necessary to call for really
heavy donations because of Mr.
Krekler's liberality. Mr. Krekler,
by the way, was one of several who
suggested a project of this nature.
It is indeed a heart-warming exper
ience to find a man who is willing
to go all out to make his suggestion
come to pass. Several originators
have promised to supply what are
needed of their varieties when the
permanent display beds are planted.
It was thought that there should

be three of a kind in the permanent
planting. However, in the case of
very rare and high priced varieties,
we could not reasonably expect
three. So the present planting is for
propagation. The one will grow into
three. And in the meanwhile, a plot
of ground will be readied which
will be better suited for the per
manent beds than that available
this fall. Plans have also been work
3g*



ed out for the assembling of a fine
collection of tree peonies. I have
turned this phase of the project
over to Mr. Harold Wolfe, our Vice-
President. He thinks that enough
scions can be secured for grafting
so that a complete .set of the Saun
ders hybrids can be provided. He is
confident that many plants repre
senting the best of all types of tree
peonies can be secured.
Many of you know of Kingwood

Center. The October POPULAR
GARDENING and the Autumn
number of MEGA (publication of
the Men's Garden Clubs of Amer
ica) carried articles which tell
something of the scope of the work.
In my opinion, it is as nearly ideal
for such a project as we could hope
for. A philanthropic trust created
by a will of the late Charles Kelley
King, it serves the gardening pub
lic by providing facilities for ac
tivities such as club meetings and
flower shows, educational programs
and display planting with special
emphasis on flowering bulbs and
perennials. It is concerned also with
the fine arts. Forty-seven acres of
land allow plenty of space for pres
ent projects and future expansion.
Although established only a few
years ago, it is already nationally
famous and is visited by thousands
during the gardening months.
Mansfield is on two heavily travel
ed U. S. Highways, 30 and 42, and
is fairly close to the center of the
peony growing area of this con
tinent. A handsome endowment as
sures adequate income in the fu
ture to carry on the work at King-
wood.
The staff is of the highest cali

ber, experts in their respective
fields. The Director, Dr. R. C. Al
len is a well known and distinguish
ed horticulturalist. Formerly pro
fessor of ornamental horticulture
at Cornell University, he was with

the American Rose Society as
editor and executive secretary be
fore coming to Kingwood Center.
He is a member of our Society and
is enthusiastic about the possibili
ties of this project. While at Cor
nell, he had charge of the peony
planting there which proved so
valuable in bringing order out of
the confusion of names which exist
ed in the early days of the Society.
As I see it, the benefits we can

expect from this project are as fol
lows : First and most important,
the introduction of thousands of
garden-minded people to fine pe
onies, which will surely win many
converts. Second, provide oppor
tunity for paople to see and com
pare varieties as they grow under
average garden conditions. Too
often neither catalog descriptions
nor show room performance tells
the whole story. Third, securing
authentic data on new varieties.
Fourth, it may be possible that
seme scientific research can be un
dertaken to increase our knowledge
of the peony culture, breeding,
disease control, etc. Fifth, provide
?. sort of "peony museum" where
old varieties and species will be pre
sented along with "current models"
and new hybrids so we won't have
to rely cn memory and early im
pressions to evaluate our progress.
I am confident that within a few

years Kingwood Center will become
a Mecca for peony people, and a
place where enthusiastic gardeners
by the thousands will see types and
varieties of peonies that are new
to them, a place where they are
very likely to contract a first class
case of "peony fever." But I will
not be satisified until we have sev
eral other display plantings at
strategic locations in the U. S. and
Canada Possibly none of quite the
scope planned for Kingwood Cen
ter, for few if any other places



have the conditions and facilities
for so ambitious a project. But
they can be just as effective in
bringing fine peonies to the atten
tion of the ever-increasing host of
American gardeners.
On Oct. 29th Byron Gist of Ama-

rillo, Texas, passed away. He had
been a member of the Society only
a few years but had done more con
structive work for it than most of
us do in a lifetime. He and Mrs.
Gist were always at the shows and
annual meetings. He could be count
ed cn for spirited bidding at the
root auctions with never a lock at
catalog prices. To my plea for
planting material for the Kingwood
Center project, his response was
immediate with an offer of one of
his three highly treasured RED
CHARM. He refused to accept my
appointment to the President's Ad
visory Committee, saying he was
too old a man and too new a mem
ber. Nevertheless, he made some
suggestions which were as keen
and pointed as any I received from
younger men and older members.
His work, with Mrs. Gist collabor
ating, in preparing a check list of
pecny varieties is of inestimable
value and marks a notable mile
stone in the annals of the Society.

Fifth District Meeting
The annual meeting of the Fifth

District was recently held. We have
not yet received the full report,
but we understand that all officers
were re-elected and that the Peony
Planting at Kingwood Center was
voted their support and it was also
voted to hold a show somewhere in
the District next June which show
would be willing to embrace the
National Show if no other place
were available.
We hope to have a full report

for the next Bulletin.

As these lines were being writ
ten, I received word of the death of
of W. F. Christman. Another good
friend and fine gentleman has pass
ed to his reward. Mr. Christman
was currently a director of the So
ciety, was my immediate predeces
sor as president, and before that
had served a quarter of a century
as secretary-editor. To him possi
bly more than any other individual
goes the credit of keeping the So
ciety alive during the dark days
of the depression and during the
difficult war years. Had it not been
for Will Christman and his dedi
cated service, there might not be
an American Peony Society today.
To Mrs. Gist and Mrs. Christ-

man and their families, I speak for
the entire membership of the So
ciety in appreciation of the lives
and service of these men.

W. A. Alexander,
President

Our president, Mr. Alexander,
wishes to announce the appoint
ment and acceptance of Dr. D.
Sanford Hyde, 810 Bonnie Brae,
River Forest, Illinois, to serve the
unexpired term of Mr. Christman
as director, which will be until
June, 1956.

Six Members Receive Honors
At the annual meeting of the

Chicago Horticultural Society on
November 14th, 1955, six of our
members were given a Certificate
Award of Merit for their introduc
tions of outstanding creations of
popular flowers such as peonies,
irises and hemerocallis. These were
Elmer Claar, Brother Charles, Or-
ville Fay, Carl Klehm, Arthur Mur-
awska and Nathan Rudolph; This
was a great honor, and we wish to>
congratulate each one of them. A
count of the noses revealed that
10 Society members were present.

5 £ >



Kingwood Center

MAIN BUILDING
We think that nearly all of our

members have heard of the project
ed Peony Planting at Kingwood
Center, which has now progressed
far along the line of becoming a
reality.
Its story is given here in some

detail. First: See The President's
Message. Second: Read Mr. Alex
ander's letter to those of our mem
bers who grow peonies for sale or
have large plantings. Third: Read
Mr. Elmer Claar's letter in reply,
endorsing the project and also pro
posing its extension to other gar
dens in different localities, which
we hope may be done in the future.
Fourth: We present an article by
Dr. Ray C Allen, the director of

-5 6

the Center, telling us its history to
date. Fifth: There is printed a list
of all the varieties received up to
December 1, 1955, at the Center.
This list is given to avoid too many
duplications in varieties that may
be given in future years. We al
ready have promises of many now
lacking.
It is to be noted that the above

list includes no tree peonies. This
part of the project is being handled
by Mr. Harold E. Wolfe, who will
ask for donations of sciens or
plants, also, if they can be obtain
ed. The scions will be grafted by
Mr. Wolfe and the resulting plants
kept by him until the ground is
ready for their reception ac the

5*



Center. We have had excellent co
operation in this from Swarthmore
College, Mr. John C. Wister, Direc
tor of the Arthur Hoyt Scott Foun
dation, in charge. Several of our
members, who have good tree pe
ony collections, have also promised
scions or plants next year. Mr.
Wolfe will be glad to hear from any
others who may be willing to take
part in the good work.

NOTICE PLEASE
While a number of tree peony

plants and scions have already been
promised for Kingwood Center,
Mr. Wolfe asks that any one who
may have tree peony plants that he
is willing to donate to the planting
at Kingwood Center, either large
specimen plants or smaller plants
or divisions, (NOT SCIONS)
write him full details of what he
will be able to give next year, the
fall of 1956 or even the spring of
1956 if preferred.
He would like this information

as soon as he can get it, so that he
may make his arrangements ac
cordingly.
Mr. Wolfe's address is:
HAROLD E. WOLFE
24 South Eighty Sixth Street
Belleville, Illinois.

To Members of the American Pe
ony Society:
A beginning can be made this

fall in carrying out a suggestion
made last year by several members
of the President's Advisory Com
mittee. I refer to the establishment
of an exhibition or display planting
of peonies at a place where they
will be seen by great numbers of
garden minded people. I have been
in conference with Dr. R. C. Allen,
Director of Kingwood Center,
Mansfield, Ohio, regarding cooper
ation with our Society in making a

planting at the Center. He is en

thusiastically in favor of it. The
Society's part is to furnish the
planting material. Such a planting
will be a great help in promoting
the pecny. People will be introduc
ed to types they have never seen
before, and new varieties can be
studied as they grow under natu
ral growing conditions. It seems
likely that we may even be able to
have a trial grounds for the testing
of new introductions. But that is

a year or so off.
Kingwood Center is as nearly

ideal for such a project as we
could hope for. A philanthropic
trust created under the will of
the late Charles Kelley King, it

serves the gardening public by
providing facilities for activities
such as club meetings and flower
shows, educational programs and
display plantings with special em
phasis on flowering bulbs and per
ennials. It is concerned also with
the fine arts. The staff is of the
highest calibre. Forty-seven acres
of land allow plenty of space for
present projects and future expan
sion. Although established only a

few years ago, it is already nation
ally famous and is visited by thous*
ands every month. Mansfield is on
two heavily traveled U. S. high
ways, 30 and 42, and is fairly close
to the center of the peony growing
area of this continent. A hand
some endowment assures adequate
income in the future to carry on
the work at Kingwood.
The Directors have authorized

me to proceed with this as a Soci
ety sponsored project and to solicit
planting material from our mem
bers, all of whom will want to con
tribute I am sure if they have stock
available. Our plan is to start this
fall with a planting for propagation.
We are particularly anxious to get

a division of every herbaceous hy
brid now in commerce. While a



spot for the permanent planting is
being readied, these will increase
so that we will have two or three
plants of a kind. Three we think is
ideal. Thus the burden on the don
ors will be less. Japs and singles in
the ajbifloras are also high on our
wanted list and the newer doubles
will also be gratefully received.
Small divisions of the very scarce
and high priced kinds will be ac
ceptable. To conserve space and
time, we feel that the older varie
ties such as Festiva Maxima, Fe
lix Crousse and Reine Hortense
should not be included at present,
although everything important in
commerce will probably be includ
ed later.
Let me know what you can furn

ish. List the variety name, origin
ator (if known) and type (hybrid,
Jap, etc.). I will check and distrib
ute the offerings as widely as pos
sible so that the burden will not
fall too heavily on a few. I'll write
you then and give shipping direc
tions. Will you please give this
your immediate attention? We
were delayed in getting the project
under way, and all concerned will
have to move fast to get it going
this fall.

Sincerely,
W. A. Alexander,
President

September 19, 1955
Mr. W. A. Alexander, President
American Peony Society.
145 Eberly Avenue
Bowling Green, Ohio
Dear Mr. Alexander:
Thank you for you letter of

Sept. 12th .
I am certainly in favor of the

constructive ideas that were rec
ommended by the Presiden's Advi
sory Committee that the Society
have a display planting of peonies
at a place where they can be seen

by a great number of garden-mind
ed people. However, I would vary
the suggestion, as set out in your
letter, by saying there should be a
number of display gardens in the
United States so that people do not
have to cross the entire country
to see a good planting of peonies.
For example, there is already

available at Hoyt Scott Foundation
on the Swarthmore College cam
pus, under John Wister, a very
wonderful selection of hybrid and
tree peonies, one of the best in the
world. This is open to the public
and I think it would be a smart
thing to help improve this plant
ing, attempt to connect the Ameri
can Peony Society to this planting
and encourage members to send
plants to the Foundation.
In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at

Whitnall Park, there is a very fine
planting of peonies originally en-
ou raged by one of the peony en
thusiasts of the district, so that in
either of these two locations we
would not have to start from
scratch. In Chicago I think the
Morton Arboretum should be ap
proached to see if they are inter
ested.
Why not contact a number of

places in various parts of the coun
try which are endowed and who
would be interested in a display
planting of peonies to get their re
action to their caring for a peony
garden and let the membership of
the American Peony Society help
them so people can see good peonies
as they grow. This would seem
more practical to me than selecting
one place like Mansfield, Ohio,
which center I enthusiastically en
dorse for Ohio, but which has to
start from scratch and would not
be available to as many people as
a number of sites would. Certain
ly in Milwaukee and Swarthmore
you have sites tailor-made, so if

3 8



our Peony Society would offer
something to the authorities in
charge they might help support the
idea which would add to the plants

Kingwood Center
A visit from W. A. Alexander in

early August started what promis
es to be a long and fruitful rela
tionship between the American
Peony Society and Kingwood Cen
ter. At the present time there are
few public gardens in the country
where one can see a large collec
tion of peony varieties and there
are even fewer places where one
can see the newer hybrids. It was
Mr. Alexander's belief that King-
wood Center might be a good place
to develop an extensive peony
planting where the new and the
best of the old varieties could be
seen in attractive plantings.
Conveniently located on U. S. 30

at Mansfield in north central Ohio,
Kingwood Center is rapidly becom
ing a Mecca for garden and plant
enthusiasts. It was originally the
forty-seven acre private estate of
Charles Kelley King, Ohio indus
trialist and financier who left his
property and a substantial endow
ment to establish and maintain a
general cultural center for the peo
ple of Mansfield and the surround
ing area. Under the trust agree
ment he specified that the King-
wood gardens be expanded, plant
collections be developed, the pro
perty be converted to public use
and educational programs be pro
vided.
Mr. King's death occurred May

30, 1952, and after a few months
the administrative board was set
up and a director appointed. On
October 10, 1953 Kingwood Center
was opened to the public and while
development still continues, an

and prestige of the American Pe
ony Society.

Sincerely,
Elmer A. Claar

Mansfield, Ohio
R. C. Allen, Director

active educational program is be
ing carried on, not only in the
fields of horticulture, nature study,
bird study and related fields, but
also in the fine arts.
As a garden or horticultural

center, Kingwood serves in many
ways. It is the aim of the adminis
tration to have a continuous series
of special plant displays from the
early bulbs of spring to the chry
santhemums in late fall. Through
the cooperation of the Associated
Bulb Growers of Holland nearly
100,000 tulip bulbs were planted to
gether with the large number of
crocus, daffodils, hyacinths and
other bulbs making one of the fin
est displays in America. The spring
bulbs are followed by iris, gladi
olus, dahlias, daylilies, lilies, an
nuals and perennials. The peony
collection will be an important ad
dition to these displays.
The collection of trees and

shrubs is being increased and even
tually will include the best types
for central Ohio. However, because
there are many arboretums and
ether gardens where good collec
tions of woody plants may be seen,
the emphasis at Kingwood Center
will be on herbaceous plants.
During the summer a series of

special flower shows are staged,
most of them sponsored by a state
or national special plant organiza
tion. Last year a state-wide gladi
olus show, dahlia show and chry
santhemum show were held in ad
dition to several local garden club
shows. In 1956 a daffodil show is
planned and the North America:
9 *»>



Lily Society will hold its national
show at Kingwood in early July.
More than 225,000 persons came
to Kingwood Center during 1955
the second year of its operation.
More are expected in 1956 as the
features to be seen are further de
veloped and the institution becomes
better known. Many garden clubs,
school groups, conventions, etc.,
make special tours to Kingwood
and all such groups are given guid
ed tours if they request in advance.
Many local garden clubs hold their
meetings in the numerous meeting
rooms available. Special lectures
are given by the staff and guest
horticulturists. A six-week course
called "budget landscaping" is of
fered each year by the staff hor
ticulturist. Nature and bird walks
are conducted by the staff natur
alist. An excellent working horti
culture and nature library under
the direction of a full-time librar
ian is an important facility. Art
exhibitions, musical programs and
special lectures bring people to
Kingwood and tie gardening and
other cultural interests together in
a way not duplicated by any other
institution. The gardens, flower
shows and all programs are free to
the public.
Obviously the development of a

fine peony collection will be a
great asset to Kingwood Center
and it should also be an important
force in advancing the interests of
the American Peony Society. It
should stimulate interest in peon
ies, particularly in the newer hy
brids and give many people an op
portunity to see what is available.
Because of the care exercised in
labeling and displaying all of the
plant collections serve as a kind of
living catalogue or check list.
Through various publications, in
cluding KINGWOOD CENTER
XOTES, attention is called to the

displays and helpful cultural in
formation is provided.
Through the cooperation of mem

bers of the American Peony Soci
ety, 477 plants have been donated
to the project, mostly one plant of
a variety. These plants will be
grown for three years until they
can be divided to yield several
plants of each clone for permanent
display planting. Next year it is
hoped that more varieties will be
added so that eventually a complete
collection of the best older herba
ceous peonies and newer hybrids
will be on display. Through the
cooperation of George Peyton, Dr.
John Wister, Harold E. Wolfe and
others, plans are being formulated
to include a representative collec
tion of tree peonies.
Much of the success of this pro

ject will depend upon the interest
and moral support given by the
American Peony Society and its
members. It would be desirable to
have a special committee appoint
ed to visit the planting at least
once a year to advise the Kingwood
Center administration on what
might be done to make the project
more useful to the Society and the
public. Individual members of the
Society should also visit Kingwood
as cften as practical and should not
hesitate to offer suggestions. Per
haps, as has been suggested, it
would be desirable to hold a re
gional or national meeting of the
Society at Mansfield every few
years to make sure that the pro
ject is kept active and performs
the best possible service.
On behalf of Kingwood Center

I wish to express appreciation to
all these who have contributed
plants, to Mr. Alexander for initi
ating the project and to Mr. Pey
ton for his assistance and encour
agement. We are off to a good
start!

OS*





Alphabetical List Of Peonies
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio

December 1, 1955
Doubles or Semi-Doubles

A. B. C. Nicholls (Nicholls, 1937). W.
A. B. Franklin (Franklin, 1928). B.
Acme (Franklin, 1931). LP.
Ada Priscilla (Guille, 1948). W&Y.
Adonis (Sass, 1930). P.
A. E. Kunderd (Kunderd, 1951). W.
Aerie (Bigger, 1948). SD. LP.
A. G. Perry (Brand, 1933). SD. B.
Albert Crousse (Crousse, 1893). LP.
Alesia (Lemoine, 1927). W.
Alice (Krekler, 1955). R.
Alice Harding (Lemoine, 1922). B.
Alice Reed Bates (Franklin, 1939). P.
American Beauty (Lewis, 1921). R.
Andy (Auten, 1936). R.
Anne Bigger (Bigger, 1945). DP.
Annisquam (Thurlow & Stranger,

1951). LP.
Arthur H. Fewkes (Fewkes, 1935).

BW.
Athelstane (Brown, 1938). LP.
Auten's Pride (Auten, 1933). LP.

Note: Asa Gray was listed on one
list, but it was probably an error. The
variety should have been Le Jour.
Baroness Schroeder (Kelway, 1889).

BW.
Bethel (Kelsey, 1939). SD. LP.
Betty Calvert (Nicholl, 1950). BW.
Blush Queen (Hoogendoorn, 1949). B.
Bonanza (Franklin, 1947). R.
Burma (Lins, 1945). R.
Candeur (Dessert, 1920). P.
Carillon (Richmond, 1951). P.
Charlene (Kelsey, 1935). W.
Charlie's White (Klehm, 1951). W.
Clara Anderson (Hollis-Anderson) . W.
Corinne Wersan (Krekler, 1955). BW.
Cornelia Shaylor (Shaylor, 1915). LP.
Cornelia Stone (Gumm, 1929). LP.
Daisy Sherk (Kelsey, 1938). LP.
Dearborn (Auten, 1929). R.
Deer Creek (Bigger, 1952). P.
Doris Ccopsr (Cooper, 1946). LP.
Dorothy J. (Jones, 1937). BP.
Douglas MacArthur (Rcsefisld, 1942).

LP.
Dr. J. H. Neelev (G. & R., 1930). W.
Duluth (Franklin, 1931). W.

O. M. Skinner (Kelsey, 1936). LP.
E. Gumm (Gumm, 1930). LP.

Edith M. Snook (Snook, 1931). W.
Edulis Superba (Lemon, 1824). DP. F.
Ella Christiansen ( Brand, 1925). P.
Ellen Foster (Brand, 1937). P.
Eloise (Auten, 1934). BP.
Elsa Sass (Sass, 1930). W.
Ehvocd Pleas (Pleas, 1900). LP.
Emma Klehm (Klehm, 1951). DP. (2).
Ensign Mannix Moriarty (Lins, 1945).

DP.
Ethel Mars (Murawska, 1943). BW.
Etta (Terry, 1904). P.
Evangeline Newhall (Brand, 1936).

P. (2).
Felix Supreme (Newhouse, 1955).

R. (3).
Fireball (Brand, 1938). SD. R.
Florence Ellis (Nicholls, 1948). LP.
Florence Nicholls, (Nicholls, 1938*.

BW.
Flower Girl (Auten, -935). BW.
Flow'rst of Eden (Neeley, 1924). SD.

LP.
Gardenia (Lins, 1949). BW.
Garden Princess (Neeley, 1930). SD.

BP.
George W. Peyton (Nicholls, 193SL

BW.
Good's Dream (Good & Reese, 1930). B.
Grace Gedge (Kelsey, 1934). W.
Grand Master (Rosenfield. 1934). R.
Greer Garson (Payne, 1945). LP. F.
Hakusa-seisho (Japan) Name, type

and color undecided.
Hans P. Sass (Sass, 1937). BW. (2).
Hargrove Hudson (Wild, 1949). LP.
Harry F. Little (Nicholls, 1933). W.
Hazel Kinney (Brand, 1925) BW.
Helen Hayes (Murawska, 1943). DP.
Henry Sass (J. Sass, 1948). W.
Henry Avery (Brand, 1907). LP.
Hermione (Sass, 1932). P.
Hiawatha (Franklin, 1931). R.
Hcosier Beauty (Kunderd, 1951). Type

and color not determined.
Huldah Lewis (Peyton, 1928). DP. F.
Jacob Styer (Styer. 1948). W.
James Pillow (Pillow - Christman.

1936). P.
Jean A. (Alexander, 1955). BP.
Jean Harlow (Wright, 1938). W.J. C. Legg (Wild, 1950). WY.



John Howard Wigell (Wigell, 1942).
SD. DP.

Joseph Christie (Rosefield, 1939). W.
Josephine Hope Healy (Brand, 1936).

P.
Tudge Berry (Brand, 1907). LP.
Tune Day (Franklin, 1920). P.
Tune Giant (Auten, 1941). R.
Tune Rose (Jones, 1937). DP.
Kakcden (Japan). SD. BW.
Kansas (Bigger, 1940). LR.
Karl Rosenfield (Rosenfield, 1908). R.
Kelway's Glorious (Kelway, 1909). W.
Kelway's Queen (Kelway, 1909). LP.
King Gustav (Rosenfield, 1934). DR.
King Midas (Lins, 1942). R.
Lake o'Silver (Franklin, 1920). P.
La Perle (Crousse, 1886). LP.
Laura Dessert (Dessert, 1923). WY.
Laura Ellen (Kelsey, 1936). DP.
Laura Kelsey (Kelsey, 1941). LP.
Laura Treman (Nicholls, 1943). BW.
Laverne Christman, (Brand, 1925). P.
Le Cygne (Lemoine, 1907). W.
liberty Bell (Neeley, 1926). DP.
Lillian Gumm (Gumm, 1921). P.
Lillian Wild (Wild Bros., 1930) . BW.Lily White (Sass, ????). SD. W.
Longfellow (Brand, 1907). R.
Lora Dexheimer (Brand, 1907). R.
Lord Kitchener (Renault, 1916 or Kel

way, Single ). R.
^ottie Dawson Rea (Rea, 1936). LP.
Lowell Thomas (Rosenfield, 1934). R.

(2).
Lulu Little (Little, 1938). LP.
Mabel L. Franklin (Franklin, 1920).

LP.
Maman Millet (Millet, 1924). SD. BP.
Mammoth Rose (Franklin, 1941). DP.
Marietta Sisson (Sass, 1933). LP.
Marilla Beauty (Kelsey, 1940). W.
Mark Twain (Franklin, 1939). R.
Martha Bulloch (Brand, 1907). DP.
Mary Auten (Auten. 1933). BW.
Mary E. Nicholls (Nicholls, 1941). W.
Mary P. King (Franklin, 1920). P.
Mattie Lafuze (Johnson, 1942). BW.
May Morn (Nicholls, 1952). B.
Mel Gedge (Kelsey, 1937). W.
Mildred May (Murawska, 1943).

SD. W.
Minnie Shaylor (Shaylor, 1919) BW.

SD.
Minuet (Franklin, 1931), LP. (2).
Moonglow (Rosefield, 1939). W.
Moonstone (Murawska, 1943). LP.

Myrtle Gentry (Brand, 1925). LP.
Madame Chiang Kai Shek (Payne,

1943). WY.
Madame Emile Galle (Crousse, 1881).

LP.
Madame Geissler (Crousse, 1880.). DP.
Madame Jules Dessert (Dessert,

1909). BP.
Miss America (Mann-vanSteen , 1936).

W. SD.
Miss Dainty (Bigger, 1949). B.
Miss Eckart (Van der Meer, 1928). P.
Mrs. A. M. Brand (Brand, 1925). W.
Mrs. C. S. Minot (Minot, 1914. LP.
Mrs. Deane Funk (Brand, 1928). P.

SD.
Mrs. Edward Harding (Shaylor, 1918).

W.
Mrs. F. A. Goodrich (Brand, 1925). P.
Mrs. Fern Lough (Gumm, 1930). LP.
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt (Franklin,

1933). LP. (3).
Mrs. Frank Beach (Brand, 1925). W.
Mrs. George Rawson (Shaylor- Allison,

1931). LP.
Mrs. Harriet Gentry (Brand, 1925). W.
Mrs. Harry F. Little (Little, 1936).

BW.
Mrs. J. H. Neeley (Neeley, 1931). W.
Mrs. W. L. Gumm (Gumm, 1929). LP.
Monsieur Martin Cahuzac (Dessert,

1899) SD R
Nancy Nicholls (Nicholls, 1941). BW.
Nancy Nora (Bernstein. 1942). LP.
Naomi (Auten, 1933). LP. ,
Nauvoo (Auten, 1937). W.
Nebraska (J. Sass. 1939). W.
Nick Shaylor (Shaylor- Allison, 1931).

BP. (3).
Nimbus (Andrews, 1923). BW.
Nymphaea (Thurlow, 1919). W.
Old Lace (Lins 1944). BW.
Old Siwash (Auten, 1939). W.
Oliver P. Bayne (Smith-Krekler, 1954).

P.
Peg of my Heart (Richmond, 1949). P.
Peter Brand (Holland, ????). R. Ori

ginator unknown.
Phyllis Kelway (Kelway, 1908). SD.

LP.
Pinkie (No description).
Philippe Rivcire (Riviere, 1911). R.
Pink Lemonade (Klehm, 1951). PY.
Pink Wonder (Bigger, 1950). DP.
Plymouth (Auten, 1931). W.
Prairie Belle (Bigger, 1945). BW.
Primadonna (Franklin, 1939). LP.
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Primevere (Lemoine, 1907). WY.
NOTE : President Taft is not list

ed as it is not the correct name. It is
listed under Reine Hortense the cor
rect name.
Quean of Hamburg (Sass, 1937). DP.
R. A. Napier, (Brand, 1939). LP.
Rapture (Thurlow & Stranger, 1937).

W.
Rare Carving (Kelsey, 1936). SD. P.
Rare China (Kelsey, 1935). SD. BW.
Red Cloud (Jones 1946) R. (2)
Reine Hortense (Calot, 1857). LP.
Resplendent (Franklin, 1931 >. W.
Richfield White (Franklin, 1939). W.
Rosanna Shrader (Shrader, 1940). P.
Rose Beauty (Richmond, 1949). P.
Rose of Tralee (Mann-vanSteen, 1934).

SD. P.
Rose Queen (Franklin). DP.
Rose Shaylor (Shaylor, 1921). LP.
Rosette (Dessert, 1918). LP.
Rosy Rim (Franklin, ????). W.
Reverend H. N. Tragitt (Brand, 1924).

W.
Santa Fe (Auten, 1937). SD. R.
Sarah M. Napier (Vories, 1920) . DP.
S. F. Wood (Wood, 1948). BW.
Shirley J. (Franklin, 1946). LP.
Siloam (Auten, 1933). W.
Silvia Saunders (Saunders, 1921). SD.

LP.
Spring Beauty (Nicholls, 1933). SD.

LP.
Summer Cloud (Thurlow's & Stranger,

1951). BW.
Summer Glory (Franklin, 1946). DP.
Sweet Genevieve (Richmond, 1949). P.
Tarawa (Lins, 1945). R.
Tar Baby (Auten, 1931). SD. R.
Tempest (Auten, 1931). R.
The Admiral (Franklin, 1940). W. (2).
Sometimes listed as Admiral.

Therese (Dessert, 1904). LP.
The Fleece (Kelsey, 1936). W.
Thomas C. Thurlow (Thurlow,
1919) LP

Thura Hires' (Nicholls, 1938). W.
Titania (Kelsey, 1936). SD. W.
To Kalon (Kelsey, 1936). W.
Tondeleyo (Lins, 1942). DP.
Tourangelle 'Dessert, 1910). LP.
Uncle Bill (Klehm, 1954). P.
Vaughn Torrey (Bonn ). P.
Victoire de la Marne (Dessert,
1915). LR.

Victory (Thcmpson, 1944). W. (3).
§145

Victory Chateau Thierry (Brand,
1925). SD. LP.

Virginia Lee (Auten, 1939). LP.
Vivid Rose (Klehm, 1952). DP.
Vogue (Hoogendoorn, 1949). LP.
Walter Lindgren (Brand, 1936). LP.
Wee Philippe (Smith-Krekler,
1954). R.

Westhill (Little, 1938). LP.
White Delight (Auten, 1935). W.
White Rose (Shrader, 1942). SD. BW.
Winnie Winkle (Franklin, 1931). LP.
W. L. Gumm (Gumm, 1929). W.
Zus Braun (Van der Meer, 1928) . W.

JAPANESE
Acs (Smith-Krekler, 1954). DR.
Antwerpen ( ). DP.
Bu-te (Wassenberg, 1954). W.
Carrara (Bigger, 1952). W.
Do-Tell (Auten, ) P.
Ecstasy (Newhouse, 1935). LP.
Fairy (Unknown). P.
Fancy Nancy (Auten, ). P. (21.
Geisha Girl (Richmond, 1952). P.
Gold Mine (Hollis, 1907). DP.
Gold Standard (Rosenfield, 1934). W.
Hehn Sears (Smith-Krekler 1954). LP.
Hyojo-jiman (Japan). R.
Isani Gidui (Japan). W. (3).
Iwo (Nicholls, 1946). P.
Kukenu-jishi (Japan, through Dessert,
1921). LP.

Midway Island (Brand, 1943). W.
Moon of Nippon (R. W. Auten,
1936). W.

Mr. G. F. Hemerik (van Leeuwen,
) P.

Nippon Brilliant (Auten, 1933). LR.
Nippon Gold (Auten, 1929). PY.
Polar Star, (Sass, 1932). W.
Rashoomon (Japan). R.
Red Star (Nicholls, 1941). R.
Sagamore (Jones, 1943). B.
Shaylor's Sunburst ( Shaylor- Allison,
1931). BW.

Silver Plume (Andrews, 1932). W.
Snow Wheel (Unknown). W.
Solo Flight (Saunders, 1935). B.
Soshi (Millet, ). R. Reported as
Saski.

Toro-nc-maki (Japan ). BW.
Westerner (Bigger, 1942). P.

SINGLE
Christina (Unknown) DP. From Hill
Iris & Peony Farm, La Fontaine,
I£<in s

Cygnet (Nicholls, 1951). W.



)awn Pink (Sass, 1946). DP.
Dunlora (Peyton, 1943). W.
Jarriet Olney (Brand 1920). DP.
lelen (Thurlow, 1922). LP.
nca (Nicholls, 1941). R.
Cickapoo (Auten, 1931). R.
Crinkled White (Brand, 1928). BW.
-aura Marches (Smith-Krekler, 1954).
DP or LR.

.e Jour (Shaylor, 1915). W. (2).
dan o'War (Brand, 1936). R.
lay Queen ( ) . No description.
Medicine Hat (Auten, 1936). R.
dultnomah (Rosefield, 1942). R.
'edro (Richmond, 1951). R.
losy Dawn (Barr). BW.
5un-Up (Auten, 1937). R.
rhelma (Kelsey, 1935). LP.
^era (Gumm, 1923). R.
Vhite Wings (Hoogendoorn, 1949). W.

HYBRIDS
Vmity (Saunders, 1929). S., P.
Anniversary (Saunders, 1941). S., LP.
Vuten's Red (Auten, 1951). D., R.
Vvant Garde (Lemoine, 1907). S., LP.
Birthday (Saunders, 1935). S., P.
3ravura (Saunders, 1943). S., R.
Bright Eyes (Auten, 1950). D., R.
Bright Knight (Glasscock, 1939). S., R.
Brightness (Glassccck, 1947). S., R.
Buccaneer (Saunders, 1929). S., R.
Burgundy (Saunders, 1941). S., R.
3urma Ruby (Glasscock, 1951). S., R.
Camellia (Saunders, 1942). SD., W.
Campagna (Saunders, 1941). S., W.
Cardinal's Robe (Saunders, 1940).
S., R.

Carina (Saunders, 1944). SD., R.
Cavatina (Saunders, 1935). S., P.
Cecilia (Saunders, 1940). S.( P.
Celia (Saunders, 1938). SD., B.
Chalice (Saunders, 1929). S., W.
Challenger (Saunders, 1929). S., R.
Chocolate Soldier (Auten, 1939). SD.,
DR.

Cherry Red (Glasscock, 1939} D., R.
Claudia (Saunders, 1944). SD. R.
Constance Spry (Saunders, 1941).
SD., R.

Crusader (Glasscock, 1940). SD. R.
Dakota (Auten, 1941). S., R.
Dandy Dan (Auten, 1946). SD., R.
)auntless( Glasscock, 1944). S., R.
Caystar (Saunders, 1949). S., Y.
Defender (Saunders, 1929). S., R.
Carly Daybreak (Saunders, 1949).
S., B.

Early Scout (Auten, 1952). S., R.
Early Windf lower (Saunders, 1939).
S., W.

Edward Steichen (Saunders, 1941).
SD., R.
Elizabeth Cahn (Saunders 1942). S., W.
Elizabeth Foster (Saunders, 1941).
S. P

Ellen Cowley (Saunders, 1940). SD., R,
Emblem (Saunders, 1941). S., R.
Eros (Glassccck, 1940). S., P.
Fairy Princess (Glasscock-Falk, 1955).
S., R.

Famie (Saunders-Krekler 1955). D., W.
Fancy Free (Auten, 1951). J., R. (2).
Fantasia (Saunders, 1931). S., P.
Firelight (Saunders, 1943). S., P.
Fortune (Saunders, 1943 (. S., P.
Garden Peace (Saunders, 1940). S-, W.
Gay Cavalier (IGasscock, 1944). S., R.
Gillian (Saunders, 1950). S.. P.
Golden Glow (Glasscock, 1935). S., R.
Good Will (Saunders, 1941). SD., P.
Grace Root (Saunders, 1940). S., P.
Halcyon (Saunders, 1948). S., W.
(Strain).

Helen Matthews (Saunders-Krekler,
1953). SD., R.
Herald (Saunders, 1950). S., R.
Heritage (Saunders, 1950). D., R.
Hope (Saunders, 1928). SD., P.
Horizon (Saunders, 1943). S., B.
Illini Belle (Glasscock, 1947). SD., R.
Illini Chief (Glasscock, 1940). S., R.
Illini Warrior (Glasscock-Falk, 1955).
S., R.

Jacqueminot (Saunders, 1941). D., R.
Janice (Saunders, 1939). S., P.
John Harvard (Auten, 1939). SD., P.
Julia Grant (Saunders, 1939). SD., R.
Laddie (Glasscock, 1941). S., R.
Late Windf lower (Saunders 1939) W.S.

(2)
Laura Magnuson (Saunders, 1941).
SD., P.

Legion of Honor (Saunders, 1941).
SD., R.

Le Printemps (Lemoine, 19051. S., W.
(2).

Liberator (Saunders, 1938). S., R.
Little Dorrit (Saunders, 1949). S., P.
Lovely Rose (Saunders, 1942). SD., LP.
Ludovica (Saunders, 1941). SD., P.
Madrigal (Saunders, 1941). SD., B.
Magnolia Flower (Saunders, 1949).
SD., B.

Mahogany (Glasscock, 1937). S., DR.
«515&
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Massasoit (White-Wild, 1954). S., R.
This may be an error.

Mai fleuri (Lemoine, 1905). S., W. (2)
Mariner (Saunders, 1941). S., R.
Marta (Saunders, 1938). J or SD., R.
May Dawn (Glasscock, 1947). S., P.
Zori may be the same.

Maytime (Auten, 1943). S., R.
Mercy (Saunders, 1940). S., P.
Montezuma (Saunders, 1943). SD., R.
Nadia (Saunders, 1941). SD., P.
Nathalie (Saunders, 1939). SD., P.
Nevada (Auten, 1950). S., R.
Nosegay (Saunders, 1950). S., B.
Nova (Saunders, 1950). S., Y. (Strain,
formerly Olga.)

Pageant (Saunders, 1941). S., P.
Paladin (Saunders, 1950). D., R.
Patriot (Saunders, 1943). S., R.
Playmate (Saunders, 1950). S., P. (2).
Postilion (Saunders, 1941). SD., R.
Queen of the Dawn (Auten 1950). S.,P.
Red Charm (Glasscock, 1944). D.,
R. (2).

Red Dandy (Auten, 1951). D., R.
Red Monarch (Glasscock-Auten, 1937).
D., R.

Red Red Rose (Saunders, 1942). D., R.
Requiem (Saunders, 1941). S., W.
Reward (Saunders, 1941). S., R.
Robert W. Auten (Auten, 1945). D., R.
Rose Crystal (Saunders, 1959). S., W.
Rosedale (Auten, 1937). SD., R.
Rose Diamond (Saunders, 1943). S., P.
Rose Garland (Saunders, 1943). S., P.
Roselette (Saunders, 1952). S., P.
Rose Marie (Auten-Glasscock, 1936).,
D., R.

Rose Noble (Saunders, 1950). S., P.
Rose Tulip (Saunders, 1947). S., P.
Rosy Cheek (Saunders, 1943). SD., P.
Rosy Wreath (Saunders, 1941). S., LP.
Rushlight (Saunders, 1950). S., Y.
Sable (Glasscock, 1943). S., DR.
Salmon Glow (Glasscock, 1947). S., P.
Scarlet Tanager (Saunders, 1942).
S., R.

Seraphim (Saunders, 1929). S., W.
Serenade (Saunders, 1941). S., B.
Shell Pink (Saunders, 1939). S., LP.
Skylark (Saunders, 1^42) . S., P. (2).
Sophie (Saunders, 1940). SD., R.
Sprite (Saunders, 1950). S., P.
Starlight (Saunders, 1949). S., BW.

in*rums (Saunders, 1942). S. or J., R.
(Saunders, 1939). SD., P.

us (Auten, 1939). SD., R. (2)

Victoria Lincoln (Saunders, 1938).
SD., P.

White Innocence (Saunders, 1947)
W. S.

Your Majesty (Saunders, 1947). S., K-
MISCELLANEOUS

Anemone, probably tenuifolia lactifoiia
or simplex, S., R.

Corallina, Species now called Maseult.
red-rose S. All Europe.

Coriacea, Species. Spain and Morocco.
S., rose.

Decora, variation of arietina, species.
S., crimson, Serbia.

Fimbriata plena, variation of pa-adoza
D., purple red. Levant.

Humilis, species, S., R., Spain and
France.

Mollis, known in gardens only. S., K-
or W.

Officinalis rosea plena, D., DP.
Officinalis rosea superba, D. DP.
Officinalis rubra plena, D., R., (2N.
Southern Europe since before history.

Otto Froebel, variety of lobata, S, sal
mon rose.

Pubens, variation of peregrina. S., rosy
red, South Europe.

Tenuifolia latifolia, species, S., bright
red. S. E. Europe.

Oriental Gold (Japan). Imported and
named by Louis Smirnow, 1954. D-
Y. Nothing known of its origin or
species.
UNNAMED. Nothing known of

type or color.
Auten 2327. Krekler: AT 1, 10, 11, 12,
16, 19; AU 2, 9, 11, 13, 14, 22, 24, 26.
AV 18, 20, 25. Total 17.

Mains 20X. Saunders R-5.
.Total unnamed seedlings 20.

TOTALS
Total doubles or semidoubles,
named 233
Japanese 32
singles 21
hybrids of all types 130
miscellaneous 14

Total named varieties 432
Unnamed seedlings of all kinds 20

Total varieties
Duplicates ...

Total plants

... 452

... 2S

... 4SC
«*§165*>
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During the past months, that un

defeated enemy of mankind, the
Grim Reaper, has taken his toll of
many of our members. In the fol
lowing pages we pay tribute to
the memory of four of them, Wil
liam Frank Christman, Byron Gist,
Howard M. Hill and Fred E. Win-
slow.
In the early days of June in 1925,

the writer paid his first visit to an
Annual Meeting and Exhibition,
held in Philadelphia. There he met
a number of the men he had read
about in the Bulletin and hoped
someday to meet. Among them was
William F. Christman. He and I
at once began to get acquainted
and as usual for many years there
after we took down a report of the
show together. Since that time we
have been friends. We have met at
the shows, shared the same bed oc
casionally, I have visited his hos
pitable home. We have correspond
ed almost weekly, and we have al
ways been closely united in our
common love for the peony. Never
have I known a man with such un
bounded energy, which he so lav
ishly used to serve others. Himself
he never considered.
When we think back over our

friendship with this man the
words of one of our mutual friends
who attended the funeral seem
most approriate to express our
feelings; He said: "The minister's
service and eulogy far exceeded my
expectations and when I turned to
go home, I felt consoled as things
seemed so fitting. It takes a hea
then such as I to fully appreciate
the fine qualities of a Christian
such as he." He further says:
"Bran d, Christman, Saunders,
Gist, these men were of great
weight in our Society and we can
ill afford to lose them. To limit
them to our Society is restricting
their influence for their character
radiated over a large expanse and
their virtues were reflected in their
genuine pureness and wholesome-
ness. No words need be written to
portray them other than that they
were fine men. It is the memory
of all the fine men such as the
above mentioned, along with Kel-
sey and Franklin, that leaves us
with a great heritage." It ill be
hooves me to try to improve on the
above which so aptly express our
sentiments. So I shall only say
HAIL AND FAREWELL tried
and true friends and above all
Christian gentlemen.

William F. Christman . . . 1877-1955
William Frank Christman was

born on a farm near Kent, Ohio,
September 6, 1877, and passed away
in Northbrook, November 9, 1955
from an arterial accident in the
brain after a brief illness. His
childhood days were spent around
the farm where he learned the ru
diments of growing things. In the

region of Kent, he obtained his pre-
college education. Shortly after his
completion of four years college
work he became wedded to Georgia
Towns. Two years later, he accept
ed a position with the McCaul-Web-
ster Elevator Company in Minnea
polis, Minnesota, where he held
the position of secretary for

>*§17§»>



WILLIAM FRANK CHRISTMAN
twenty years. While there he visit- Nurseries and remained with them
ed the A. B. Franklin Nursery near for three years, after which he
Minneapolis and he immediately be- spent one year with A. M. Brand
came interested in the peony with at Faribault, Minnesota. While in
the result that almost from that Minnesota, Will Christman organiz-
point on, he devoted the remainder ed the Mid-West Iris and Peony
of his life to the peony. He accept- Society, an organization which is
ed a position with the Franklin still full of life and its annual flow-



er exhibitions are a thrilling con
tribution to the flower world. He
was the first president of that so
ciety. In 1919 he joined the Ameri
can Peony Society and in 1924 be
came the Secretary and Editor of
its quarterly bulletin. He retained
these positions for twenty-seven
years, after which he relinquished
them because he could not devote
enough time to them. While editor,
he prepared over a hundred issues
of the excellently prepared Bulle
tins, a very outstanding achieve
ment in the Society's annals. Twen
ty-seven years ago, he came to the
Northbrook area and started his
cwn business in growing peonies.
Seventeen years later, he became
connected with the Mission Gar
dens at Techny, Illinois, which is
located only a few miles from
where he lived. While there, count
less people would seek his counsel
on garden matters, particularly re
garding the culture of peonies and
irises. It was not uncommon to see
long lines of garden lovers anxious
ly awaiting an opportunity to con
verse with him. William Christman
retained his peony business for the
entire time that he remained in the
Northbrook area.
While in this charming commu

nity, he assisted the founding of
the Northbrook Garden club and all
of the 75 members refer to him
endearingly as the father of their
club. The American Peony Society
recognized his efforts and his many
sacrifices, and at the Annual meet
ing held in Cleveland in 1950,
awarded him a Gold medal. His de
voted wife spent many hours pre
paring the Bulletin. So the Society
gave each one an honorary mem
bership. Two years later, he was
elected for a term of two years as
president of the Society and they
were two years of good accomplish
ments. Will was a member of the

Board of Directors from 1924 un
til his passing.
William Frank Christman lived

religiously in conformance to his
name. His first given name, Wil
liam, is generally associated with
that of a conqueror, he was all of
that in combating anything that
was not honorable or just; his sec
ond name, Frank, expressed one of
the most noble facets of his char
acter, he never resorted to subter
fuge nor disguised nor colored the
facts; his surname was lived up to
as closely as a mortal can. Every
body seemed to love Will, and it
can be truly said that he never re
tained an enemy. He had an over
abundance of integrity and nothing
could induce him to barter it. He
had a calm, placid bearing and it
is doubtful if anyone succeeded in
having him display his temper.
Will was very active in church
work and held many offices in it,
and directed many of its activities.
He looked forward to the day's end
when he could silently recount how
well he followed Christ's teachings.
Will was privileged to observe

both the Golden and the Fifty-fifth
anniversary of his wedding. All of
these years were happy ones with
the exception of one instance that
was interpolated in his long period
of wedded bliss. This was the occa
sion when his son, who bore the
same given name as Will, met with
a tragic accident and forfeited his
life through another's negligence.
Will was interred in the grave

yard of St. Peter Evangelical
Neighborhood Church, which has
the uniqueness of those of New
England. From the burial spot,
across a broad shallow valley can
be seen the red-roofed spires of
Mission Gardens that caress the
deep blue of the sky. It was there
that he completed his life's work
and it was there that so many



friends and garden lovers sought
his counsel and visited with him.
There were twenty-eight members
of the American Peony Society
present to bid Will farewell. Some
of these had come over seven hun
dred miles with a sacrifice of their
time to be with him at the last few
moments. No greater tribute can
be given than what one man said,
"It was wonderful to have known
Will."
William Christman is survived

by his devoted wife, Georgia, his
son, Elvin, his daughter, Laverne
Smith, four grandchildren, one
great grandchild and his sisters,
Ruth Hencroth and Alice Baldwin.
All of us wish to extend our heart
felt sympathy to each one of these.

Francis P. Tikalsky

Nearly forty years ago, I heard
about Will Christman and his in
terest in Peonies and a few years
later, I became personally acquaint
ed with him and his charming wife.
During all these years I have

counted him as a friend and never
has his enthusiasm for Peonies nor
my regard for him waned. He was
an honest, upright and conscien
tious man.
As we go through life, I believe

we give and take from those with
whom we come in contact, certain
spiritual values, which we find ad
mirable and weave them into our
own lives until they become part
of our own. To have known Will
through the years has helped me
have a stronger belief in the good
will and kindness of my fellow
men. His influence will continue
throughout the years.

Winthrop H. Thurlow
West Newbury, Massachusetts
Nov. 23, 1955

A GENTLEMAN OF PARTS
I think Mr. William F. Christ-

man was certainly one of the finest
Christian gentlemen it has ever
been my privilege to meet and
know.
There was no cant or meaness

about this man, even in the slight
est degree.
His engaging smile, his unassum

ing humility, his transparent sin
cerity, will lighten up the corners
of the memories of many of us al
ways.
His was ever a heart-warming

presence and he was generous, pa
tient and gentle almost to a fault.
The Peony World will never be

the same again. He has left us
something of a more solid stuff
than just a wider knowledge and a
deeper appreciation of our favorite
garden flower.
The Horticultural World has suf

fered a genuine loss, but a consid
erable multitude rejoices in the
great gain that has been brought
by his having passed this way.
May Mrs. Christman be comfort

ed by the comfort of God. She can
in deep gratitude exult, for having
been and for being his "Chosen."
Dansky Dandridge has, in a

short bit of verse, given us words
that graciously inspire us just now
at a time of sadness :

"WINGS"
Shall we know in the hereafter,
All the reasons that are hid?
Does the butterfly remember
What the caterpillar did?
How he waited, toiled and suffered
To become a chrysalid?
When we toil so slowly upward.
When each day new burden brings:
When we try so hard to conquer
Vexing sublunary things,
When we wait, and toil and suffer
We are working for our wings!

Neal R. van Loon
November 15 1955



Mr. Christman began working
for Mission Gardens, Techny, Illi
nois on January 2nd, 1946 where
his vast and accumulative knowl
edge of the peony was utilized in
propagation and growing of our
many varieties as well as maintain
ing an accurate check of our fields
to insure that all was in order. He
was also in a large measure respon
sible for the digging, dividing, and
preparation of the roots to fill our
many orders. Early each year he
prepared the descriptions for our
peony catalog.
In addition to his interest and

devoticn to his work with our pe
onies, Mr. Christman willingly ac
cepted many other duties which he
executed with great care. He as
sisted with our evergreen propaga
tion, making and planting ever
green cuttings and was very help
ful in the preparations of our ever
greens prior to grafting.
Because of his vast and thorough

knowledge of horticultural subjects
he was much in demand as a speak
er at garden club meetings, and
served as a judge on numerous oc
casions at various local shows.
Mr. Christman had many friends

among amateur as well as profes
sional gardeners. He made every
effort to please our customers, al
ways rendering service with a
smile. He was never too busy to
lend a helping hand or answer a
question, or to advise someone who
would be benefited by it. It can
truly be said he lived and died with
a smile.

Brother Charles, S.V.D.,
Mission Gardens

In Bulletin No. 5, dated October,
1917, we find the following note in
an account of the First Show of
the Northwestern Peony and Iris
Society, written by Mr. Lee R.
Bonnewitz: "Mr. Christman, the

Secretary of the Society, made the
largest display of any one variety,
with an immense vase of LaVerne."
This is the first time Mr. Christ-
man's name is mentioned in con
nection with the peony. At that
time, no one could have imagin
ed the role he was to play in the
spread of interest and information
about that flower.
Bulletin No. 7, January 1919,

carried an account of the Second
Show of the above society and this
time it was written by Mr. Christ-
man himself, and that marked his
entry as a writer in the columns
of the Bulletin.
Bulletin No. 9, August 1919,

gives his account of the Third
Show of the Northwestern Society
and this time it is written in much
more detail than before. Also in
this Bulletin Mr. Christman is en
tered in the membership list and
his address given as 3894 Fifth
Avenue, South, Minneapolis, Min
nesota.
This Bulletin also carries the

account of the National Show in
Detroit and we find that Mr. Bon
newitz showed LaVerne and this
remark is made: "The variety we
have heard so much of from the
fancy in Minneapolis and a good
pink it is." This was from Prof.
Saunders.
From the above we gather that

Mr. Christman was enough inter
ested in peonies for some years be
fore 1917 to grow them and that
the variety La Verne was one of
his favorites. This variety was ev
idently much thought of around
the Twin Cities at that time. But
we find this note about it in the
Manual; "La Verne, Pink. Suppos
ed to be Eugenie Verdier. The true
name of this variety is not known.
It was given by an American Grow
er to a lot of peonies which he im
ported and should not be attributed;



to Kelway, who never put out such
an introduction The name should
net appear in catalogues or price
lists." The name has now disap
peared from our lists, so evident
ly it was found to be an example
of what was so frequently dene in
former days. When a grower could
not identify a variety, he gave it a
name anyway if it was a good one.
Bulletin No. 13, August, 1920,

has an article "The Peony in the
Northwest" by Mr. Christman and
it is an account of several shows
held in the Twin Cities. In it he
also states that he was a member
of the First Minnesota Field Ar
tillery and had been called to camp
from June 5 to 19.
No. 15 gives his address as 200

West 58th Street, Minneapolis. No.
16, March 1922, has this to say:
"The following account of the show
held this year (1921) in St. Paul,
has been furnished by Mr. Christ-
man, enthusiastic and competent
Secretary of the Northwestern So
ciety," and the next Bulletin, De
cember 1922, announces his elec
tion as Corresponding Secretary of
the American Peony Society at the
Annual Meeting held in London,
Ontario, in June, 1922. This office
seems to have been created as a
temporary one to divide the duties
of the Secretary and Editor of the
Bulletin while Prof. Saunders was
absent in Europe for a year as he
held those offices at that time.
Prof. Saunders' brother was elect
ed Recording Secretary and Edi
tor to serve until Prof. Saunders'
return. This was not fully carried
out as we find in Notes from the
Corresponding Secretary in No. 19
the following paragraph: "The
work of preparing and editing the
Bulletins has been transferred to
the office of the Corresponding
Secretary until the return of Prof-
Saunders from Europe. This bulle

tin being our initial effort, we will
endeavor to have something of in
terest and profit in each succeed
ing issue. We do not expect, nor
would we presume to hope that our
views would not meet with some
adverse criticism. We have simply
given them to you as a result of
several years experience in the
growing of peonies together with
serious, careful study of our fav
orite flower."
Here we have his announcement

of his first bulletin and the policy
he would pursue and also the lat
ter part seems to be in reference
to an article from his pen entitled
"A Short Course in Peony Culture"
published in this same bulletin.
This article is in reality a fine
small handbook for peony growers
and most of it is as applicable to
day as it was then. Get the Bulle
tin and read it.
In this same Bulletin which is

dated April, 1923, we have an ac
count of the meeting of the direc
tors of the Society in New York,
March 13, 1923, at the Hotel As
ter. This was the first meeting at
tended by Mr. Christman. Since
then he has attended every meet
ing of the Board except these of
1924, 1926 and 1952. Truly a re
markable record. His attendance at
the Annual Meetings is even more
so as he only missed the Annual
Meeting in Lake Mohawk in 1952.
No one has ever even approached
that record except Mr. Brand. Prof.
Saunders and Mr. Thurlow.
Bulletin No. 20 also the Twen

tieth Anniversary number was got
ten cut by Mr. Christman. Prof
Saunders was responsible for No.
21, which was his last.
The Annual Meeting for 1924

was held in Des Moines, Iowa, at
which Mr. Christman was elected
Secretary and Editor, these offi
ces he held until his resignation in
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June 1951. He was a director con
tinuously from his election as Cor
responding Secretary, see above,
until his death. He was president
from June, 1952, to June, 1954.
To sum the matter up we find

that he was:
Member of the Society from

some time in 1919 until his death
36 years.
Director from June, 1922, until

Nov. 1955 33 years.
Corresponding Secretary June,

1922, to June 1924 two years.
Acting Editor, 1923 one year.
Secretary and Editor from June,

1924, to June, 1951 27 years.
President, June, 1952, to June,

1954 two years.
Prepared and published 103 Bul

letins.
What a record of service to the

Society and the cause of the Pe
ony!
From the Bulletins we get some

other facts of his life that are of
interest to his friends.
We find no record in the Bulle

tins of his connection with the
Franklin Nursery, but we do know
he was for sometime. Bulletin No.
21, carries this notice: that he be
came associated with Mr. Brand
on April 1, 1924, and that his ad
dress was then 1104 Third Street
afterwards changed to 11 Mott
Avenue, East, Faribault, Minne
sota.
No 23 has this notice: "After

April 1st of this year (1925) mail
should be addressed 1815 26th
Avenue, North, Minneapolis. I am
leaving Faribault to engage in the
business of growing choice pe
onies, iris, gladioli and perennial
plants. Mr. T. A. Kenning, Regi
onal Vice-president of the Ameri
can Iris Society will be associated
with me. The firm name is given
as Sunny Acres Nursery located on
Jefferson Highway four miles

North-west of Minneapolis. Their
advertisement appeared many
times after this in the Bulletins
until we find in No. 37, March,
1929, this note: "After 28 years in
Minnesota, the writer will migrate
to Illinois and become associated
with Northbrook Gardens, Glencoe,
Illinois, which has recently been in
corporated. Address all communi
cations to Northbrook, Illinois.
This will be my permanent ad
dress." The advertisment of these
gardens gives Mr. Paul L. Battey
as President and Treasurer and
Mr. Christman as Vice-president
and General Manager. This connec
tion was severed January 1, 1944.
After this he carried on the busi
ness on his own until he went with
the Mission Gardens in 1946, with
whom he remained until the end.
No. 93 gives an account of a

party given him by some of his
Minneapolis friends on George
Washington's Birthday in 1944. It
was written by Mr. W. T. Coe.
Those mentioned as present were:
A. M. Brand, C. R. Jenks, R. W.
Jones, Joseph F. Jones, Howard
W. Englund and W. T. Coe besides
Mr. Christman. Mr. Englund is
prcbably the only survivor at pres
ent unless Mr. J. F. Jones is still
living.
When Mr. Christman retired as

Secretary and Editor he was pre
sented the Gold Medal of the So
ciety for his long and faithful ser
vice, at the Annual Meeting held
June 18, 1951, in the Hotel Hol-
lenden, Cleveland, Ohio. The pres
ident, Mr. Frank E. Moots, made
the presentation. Also, he was pre
sented with a gold wrist watch and
other substantial mementoes by
his friends, Mr. Marvin C. Karrels
doing the honors.
And so November 9th saw the

close of another chapter in the his
tory of this Society with the pass
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ing of a devoted member.
Of him it can truly be said that

"Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends." For that, he cer
tainly did.
RESOLUTION OF THE DULUTH
PEONY AND IRIS SOCIETY
The passing of Mr. W. F. Christ-

man will be a great loss to the

American Peony Society. His years
cf service to the Society as Presi
dent and Director have been of
great value to the Society and the
affiliated groups have had great
help from his efforts. While only
a few from our organization knew
him personally, all admired him for
his ability and love of the Peony.

Secretary.

Attack 18 Fatal
To Byron Gist
(Amarillo, Tex. "News" Oct. 31, 1955)
A prominent stockman and farm

er, Byron Gist, 68, died of a heart
attack at 11:30 p.m. Saturday at
his home, 2501 Julian.
Mr. and Mrs. Gist had just re

turned from the Municipal Audi
torium where they attended the
Panhandle Barn Dance show. Wes
tern music was one cf Mr. Gist's
favorite hobbies.
He was one of the pioneers of

large scale wheat farming in the
Panhandle. He entered wheat grow
ing with a field of 17 acres near
Adrian.
At the time of his death, Mr.

Gist held extensive farm interests
south of Vega. He had retired from
active farming and his farms were
being operated by his son, Byron,
Jr.
Born Dec. 18, 1886, in Era, Tex

as, Mr. Gist graduated frcm Texas
A. & M. with a bachelor of science
degree in 1910. The same year he
was married and started in busi
ness with his father, buying a
stock of groceries in Memphis,
Texa*.
In 1912 he went into the cattle

business on a ranch in Cochran
County. The business was known as
the Enochs-Gist Cattle Company.
He remained in this business until
1917 when all cattle were sold and

BYRON GIST

the land was sub-leased.
Mr. Gist then moved to Li'tl"-

field, then to Amarillo in 1918,
Here he purchased five sections of
land near Adrian.
Mr. Gist was a member of the

Westminster Presbyterian Church
and was a Mason. He was active in
the American Peony Society.
The Amarillo Production Credit

Association was one of Mr. Gist's
principal interests. As an organizer
of the association he served on the
board of directors until 1948 when
he retired. He also served as a
member cf this district committee
cf the association. Even after re



tiring he never missed a meeting of brother and *hree sisters.
the group.
Surviving in addition to his wife

and son are two grandchildren,
Mike and Patty Gist; a brother,
Marcus Gist of Willow Springs,
Missouri; three sisters, Mrs. Ruth
Palmer, Paradise, California; Mrs.
Alice Dunaway, Anjarillo, Texas,
and Mrs. Blanche McCarty, Abi
lene, Texas, and eight nieces and
nephews.
Funeral services will be held at

1 p. m. from the Blackburn-Shaw
Memorial Chapel with the Rev. Bill
Everheart, pastor of the Westmin
ster Presbyterian Church officiat
ing. Burial will be Llano Cemetery.
The body will be in state until

neon. The casket will not be open
at the services.
Pallbearers will be Elbert Kes-

ler, Robert L. Combs, Robert Wag
oner, Harold Woffard, Edward N.
Jaccbson, Theo Zweig, Keith Lloyd
and Walter Smith.

Byrcn Gist was born December
18, 1886 in Era, Texas, and passed
away from a heart attack at his
home on October 29, 1955. He re
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree
from Texas A & M in 1910. He
married Jessie Bryant and joined
his father in business that same
year. Two years later he went into
the cattle raising business and dis
posed of it i nl917, and a year later
moved to Midland, Texas, where he
worked with his father on a ranch
three years and then went to Ama-
rillo, Texas where he spent his re
maining days. The Amarillo Pro
duction Credit Corporation was one
of Byron's chief interests and he
served as a member of the Board
for many years until his retirement
in 1948 and subsequently attended
every meeting until his death. He
is survived by his devoted wife,
Jessie; son, two grandchildren, a

Probably few members of our
Society had greater love for the pe
ony than Byron Gist and his wife,
whom he so affectionately called
"Mamma." Although his interests
in the peony were of more recent
years, yet it is doubtful if anyone
squeezed in so much knowledge of
the peony and its culture in the
number of years that they grew it.
Each year he and "Mamma" would
take a trek northward during the
blooming season and visit any spot
in the fields or exhibition halls
where they could be seen in bloom.
But his was not just a meaningless
meandering, superficially scaking
in the beauty. Elaborate notes were
made by his wife and color photo
graphs were taken, and it is doubt
ful if any private collection exceeds
his in quality or quantity. During
major exhibitions he and his wife
were present from the time the
doors were opened until they were
closed, taking time out only for
meals. Rare are the occasions when
husband and wife have such com
mon interest in a hobby as the
Gists, and certainly few had so
much enthusiasm and verve. When
Byron was smitten by the loveliness
of the peony, it was not just a pass
ing fancy, he went into it as he did
all of his enterprises all the way.
As an illustration, he wanted to re
view all that had been written
about the peony and made it his
business to obtain all of the litera
ture concerning it. So, he probably
is the only one who has a complete
collection of every Bulletin that has
been issued by our Society.** In
reading these Bulletins, he discov
ered that there was no complete nor
up to date check list, so he and his
wife undertook to complete the
major task of preparing one. Death
stilled his efforts, but his devoted
wife states that she will carry it



to a conclusion and this in itself
should be a lasting memorial to one
who loved the peony so much.
Last spring, Jim Wild, Allen

Wild's son, was giving a lecture on
peonies in Oklahoma City. Byron
flew down there with his slides and
as Jim talked these slides were
shown. He never would refuse to
show his slides and they are well
known for hundreds of miles from
his home.
Growing peonies in the latitude

of Amarillo is not as simple as
growing them farther north, and
he fully realized it, yet he vowed
that in time he would be able to
get commendable blooms, and con
stantly strived to this end.
Byron Gist was not a man of a

one tracked mind, he had many
avocations besides the growing of
flowers. But possibly tantamount
in importance was his interest in
country music, and he understood
it well and knew its import in
American folk music. Very often
he and his wife would make pere
grinations far from their home to
hear a concert of country music*
Byrcn was extremely modest and
retiring and his wife once re
marked, "Byron is very modest and
has always shunned the limelight
unless it is for the good of the pe
ony, then he goes overboard."
Byrcn Gist was a religious man

and greatly respected the work of
God. He never spoke disparagingly
of a bloom or of an inferior variety
and remark as most of us by say
ing, " 'Taint no earthly good." He
invaribly said, "It's lovely, but you
know, I like a little better." And
with his fellow man, the same pat
tern followed. All people were good,
but some were better.
It was a great revelation in the

accelerated tempo of the modern
age to see a couple so devoted to
each other as the Gists, still flit

ting around with the same visible
indication of affection as in the
days of their courtship. For them,
the honeymoon was always contin
uous.
All that knew Byron Gist will

miss him greatly. Seldom does the
Creator fuse so many virtues in one
human being. Our heartfelt sympa
thies go to each member of the
Gist family and our thoughts are
with them in these most trying of
all times.

Francis P. Tikalsky
* Mr. and Mrs. Gist had returned

from a concert of country music
the day that he passed away.
**Mr. Gist has bequeathed to our

Society the bound volume of all of
these Bulletins, no greater tribute
of his devotion to the peony can be
made than this material token.

On August 1, 1951, there came
into the Secretary's office in a let
ter from Mr. Christman, a check
for five dollars, dated July 22,
1951, and signed Byron Gist. This
check was for a membership in the
American Peony Society. Yearly
thereafter this check came with
the regularity of clock work, until
on November 2, 1955, a letter also
came into the Secretary's office
from Mr. Tikalsky, telling the sad
news that Byron Gist had passed
to his reward in the late evening
of October 29, 1955.
This was a short time, as time is

reckoned, just a little over four
years, but those years had brought
to many of our members a person
al friendship with a man whom we
shall always remember with grati
tude that we had been permitted
to know him for the man he was
and to be innoculated with some of
the enthusiasm he showed for his
chosen flower.
A letter from Mrs. Gist, writ

ten soon after Byron's death, tells
<*§26$*



the story of his connection with
the Peony and I am giving it here
in her words: "Byron's love of the
peony began recently, 1949 was the
year of his first planting. Up to
that time, he always had been too
busy with his business to really
have a hobby. When these peonies
showed that they could be success
fully grown, he really went over
board in his enthusiasm.
We had never known anything

about the growers, the Society, or
any peony lover. We had seen a
catalog from Brands, so when our
blcom was over, we got in our car
and headed for Faribault. This was
in 1951. For the first time, we
passed . through Sarcoxie, never
dreaming how much it would mean
to us in the future.
We spent the better part of a

week in Faribault studying the
pecny in the fields and on the show
table there. From then on, it was
just a question of how fast he
could get varieties selected and
planted in his own garden. I re
member he would not even walk
through the fields where the sin
gles and Japs were growing, for
he could not get enough of looking
at the doubles. Some one, I believe
it was Mr. Tikalsky, said "Oh
you'll come to them." Truly he
did learn to love them all.
Then he discovered the Peony

Bulletin and he began writing to
other peony lovers who write for
the Bulletin. Each of them sensed
his eagerness to learn about the
history and the growth of the pe
ony and they wrote him many
pages which he studied and read
to any of his local friends that
would listen to him. I still have
them in his records. The first
were from Mr. Tikalsky, Mr. Gayle
and one from Mr. Glasscock.
After much searching he found

an old Manual and the bound Bul

letins which you know about. He
spent the winter reading them and
getting acquainted with more pe
ony lovers. In the spring of 1952,
we went to our first National Pe-
only Show and he never missed one
after that. I could not begin to
name the peony friends he had.
There were many of them and he
treasured them highly.
He had planted quite a few pe

onies this fall, as many as he could
find a spot worthy of a peony. If
it was not a very good place, he
allowed me to use it for iris and
day lilies.
Byron had finished his planting,

h i s fertilizing, watering and
placing of name plates in his gar
den, but he had not finished the
check list. He had not been able to
get all the needed information, but
he was trying to complete it and
fretted because he could not do so.
That will be one of my projects
for the winter, to finish what he
had begun."
From the above letter we see the

great love he had for the peony and
also that he had undertaken a gi
gantic task, that of making a new
check list of all herbaceous peon
ies. This is a monumental job and
requires a good deal of research,
which he had almost completed.
With Mrs. Gist's help we hope that
it can be finished as far as such
an undertaking can be, for almost
daily something new has to be
added.
I met Byron for the first time

at the Lake Mohawk show in 1952.
Since then we have seen each oth
er several times. I shall never for
get the snowy, slushy day in No
vember, 1954, which was Election
Day, when there came a knock on
my back door and when it was
opened there stood Byron Gist and
his wife and Allen Wild and his
wife. The surprise and, above all,



the pleasure of that visit will never
bo forgotten. The long journey
from Amarillo had been made for
the purpose of presenting me with
a copy of the Check List which he
had worked on for months with
his wife's help. It contained about
2600 names. Since then he has add
ed many more. We hope to publish
it in the near future. When that
is done, if the writer has anything
to do with it, it will be dedicated to
two of the most loyal and devoted
members the Society has ever had,

Byron and Jessie Gist.
His pastor, Reverend Bill Ever-

heart, summed up the guiding prin
ciples of his life in these words :
"His love for his family,
His love for his friends,
His love of flowers (mentioning
the peony above all others).

His great faith."
And so once more a grand man

and a great friend has passed out
of our lives and we are thankful
that he passed our way.

The Secretary

Fred E. Winslow Died August 23, 1955

It will come as a shock to his
many friends to know that Mr.
Winslow passed away in a hospi
tal in Rochester, Minnesota, on
August 23, 1955, following a cere
bral hemorrhage.
He was taken ill on the eleventh

of August and taken by plane to
Rochester, where he underwent a
major operation. Before he was
well enough to leave for his home,
he had two strokes which resulted
in his death.
He was taken back home to Sa

lem, Indiana, to the farm where
he was born and buried in the
Quaker Church yard there, which
church he joined when 16 years
old.
With his wife, he had moved

back to Salem about fourteen years
ago after his retirement from
work with the Bell Telephone Com
pany with whom he had been for
thirty-two years, all spent in the
Chicago area, where he was well
known to many of our members.
Mr. Winslow joined the Society

in 1943, according to the Decem

ber Bulletin of that year. Since
then he has written a number of
articles for the Bulletin. Those of
you who keep your copies will find
them in many of the issues since
that time.
Those of us who attended the

Annual Show in Kansas City in
1953 will remember his seedlings
shown there for the first time.
He registered four new ones in

the December, 1951, Bulletin; Bon
nie Winslow, a full double light
rose pink; Darwin, a dark red
single; Mardi Gras, a dark red
Jap, and Pink Jewel, a bright pink
single. Mrs. Winslow writes me
that he has others that he intend
ed to introduce in the future.
While the writer never knew Mr.

Winslow intimately, yet he did
have the pleasure of meeting him
and his good wife at Rochester in
1946 and has had a number of in
teresting letters from him since.
We are sure that all the mem

bers of the Society among whom
he had many friends, join us in
our deep sympathy for his family
in their bereavement.



Howard M. Hill Died June 28, 1955
On my two trips to Sarcoxie,

Missouri, it was my privilege to
meet a man who has made his mark
on the Horticultural World as well
as in the realms of human relation
ships. That man was Howard M.
Hill of Lafontaine, Kansas, and
head of Iris & Peony Farm.
Those who knew him are univer

sal in saying he was one of the
finest men they ever knew. He has
been a member of this Society
since 1934 or earlier.
His son, Robert, will continue

the business. A short tribute to his
memory is presented here which
was sent us by Mr. Walter A.
Jones, 1517 Berkeley Road, Em
poria, Kansas, and which appeared
in the Eldorado Times of August
3, 1955. Mr. Hill died on June
28, 1955. The Secretary

Howard M. Hill, Kansas' great
day-lily and iris hybridizer, died
June 28 of this year at Lafontaine,
Kansas his home for many years.
A graduate of the University of
Kansas, he is followed in his work
of distinction by his son, Robert
C. Hill, who is also a graduate of
the University.
Mr. Hill made some day-lily

crosses on the day of his death. His
json says, "As Dad was being laid
to rest, his flowers were in bloom
in hundreds of gardens across the
land." Of this, The Times' good
friend, Walter A. Jones, of Empor
ia, exclaims, "What a heritage of
beauty, more enduring than bronze
or stone."
In a letter to this editor, Mr.

Jones Writes that of his day-lilies,
Mr. Hill loved "Cibola" most. He
was exceedingly fond, however, of
"Harriet Hill," "Bright," Kansas,"
"Cream Frills," Constance" and
"Bright Angel Trail,',' Of .his iris,

he admired "Amazon Tan," Me-
lanie," "Flora Campbell," "Dainty
Frills" and others. Mr. Jones as
serts that Mr. Hill's life "will carry
a nostalgia for the hills and plains
of Kansas to all her children for
ages to come, a work of esthetic
beauty borne on the whispering
winds, which say of him
"When he was old, he asked no

Golden stair. No! Rather but a
limestone break beneath whose
crumbling ledge sweet violets
smiled, and blades of grass peeped
through. No golden streets; far bet
ter a bluestem lane where in the
spring stand lilied flags to greet
the coming year, and sweet wild
roses grow beside the path. He
wished a starry crown made of the
listing breeze which bears the scent
of those wild roses by an old aban
doned road.
"He asked no promise rare of

harps that play upon a golden
string, but from the softness of the
midnight hour he wished the music
of the stars upon his prairie land.
For chorus more he wished the
snapping thunder of the storm, the
flash of lightning on a summer's
night into the face of growing
things at prayer after a drouthy
day; the happy sound of frogs af
ter rain as evening sets.
"And when he died he wished no

pearly gate to greet him. He wish
ed to enter in, between two aged
posts, a garden on whose fence
bright roses grow; sweet things
like irises that vie with scents of
violets and peonies, and lilies rare
whose golden glow accents the gen
tle things ; and mignonette and tiny
roses like a baby's tear that line
the path. And when he prayed,
looked in a lily's heart, and heard
the Master Grower say, 'you have
found rest, sleep well."



Friend After Friend Departs
We were at our evening meal

when the phone rang. "Long Dis
tance" the operator said, and then
followed the unmistakable voice of
good Brother Charles. Greetings
and then he told me of the worsen
ing of Mr. Christman. "It would be
fine," he said, " if you would write
him."
When the conversation ended,

the desire for food had understand
ing^ vanished. One sensed, some
how that at long last the inexor
able blows of Time were telling on
our old friend in Northbrook in an
alarming manner, that the last
event in man's existence, as an in
dividual here, was close at hand for
him.
As we sat there, we went back

over our pleasant associations with
Will and Mrs. Christman, from our
first meeting him at Rockford in
'46 to the annual meeting in Oak
Park this spring, his visits to our
home, with Bro. Charles and Or-
ville Fay, to see the tree peonies,
his wish to visit us again next
year. We recalled his great vigor
and energy, his drive in all things
he did. And after dinner I sat down
and wrote the kind of a letter, I
thought he would appreciate and
then mailed it.
But it was not meant for that

letter to reach Will Christman. For
the next evening Bro. Charles
again called and this time, one
guessed at once by the tone of his
voice what the nature of his news
was to be. And when he had told
me that Will Christman had passed
away that morning, I was once
more reminded that, no matter
how much the event of death is ex
pected, when it does occur, this
foreknowledge and expectation does
little to lessen the shock. And ad

amant and feelingless must be the
man to whom the news of the pass
ing of a friend is not a thing of
saddening portent.
We put in a call to President Al

exander and from him learned of
the passing of our enthusiastic and
energetic friend in Texas Byron
Gist. Our thoughts went back to
that morning in May a few years
ago, when a car, bearing a Texas
license, stopped across the street
from our house and Byron and Jes
sie Gist alighted from it.
We walked through the garden

and afterwards he brought in the
portable projector-screen he car
ried with them and we spent a pro
fitable hour viewing the Koda-
chromes he had brought.
We spoke after our news from

Mr. Alexander of Gist's extreme
care when using his camera, of his
amazing insight into how the
"shots" should be made. But most
important of all, he could have
passed for the twin of one of our
late uncles. Yes, whenever I saw
Byron Gist, I saw Uncle "Doc"
and that is what I called him.
I remembered the bidding con

test he and I had at the auction this
spring, over a root of Alexander
Woollcott and how he finally capit
ulated and let me have it then bid
in one for himself. And the nomin
ation he made on my behalf. It is
not hard to understand why, when
my plant of Alexander Woollcott
blooms, it will have an especial sig
nificance for me. For of such
things are life and memories made.
The Society will miss Will Christ-
man and Byron Gist. We are the
poorer for their having left us. No
one can replace them, for no one
else has the particular qualities
each possessed. But the work in



which they were engaged must go
on and the gaps in our ranks must
be filled. <t will be our part to du
plicate their efforts and emulate
their examples. For we are all the
richer because of their having lived
and worked with us.

L'ENVOI
Each spring when peonies shall
bloom

And to our eyes their splendored
hues display,

We, who still walk among them,
will recall

The ones who walked beside us on
the way.

Each had his part to play, his tal
ents each,

Each leaves his mark upon the
world he knew,

Each to mankind a legacy be
queathes

The heritage of all he dreamed and
dared to do.

0 friends passed on, who helped us
realize

The wealth of all that's fine that
this life yields,

Thanks for the pleasant steps we
took with you

Who walk now in those bright
Elysian Fields.

Harold E. Wolfe

, MEMBERSHIP LIST
Please make the following chang

es in your list:
NEW MEMBERS

Flower Grower Magazine, 2049
Grand Central Terminal, New York
17, New York.
Mrs. John S. Fuller, Jr., Route

2, Idaho Falls, Idaho.
Garden Center of Amarillo, Box

7046, Amarillo, Texas.
Garden Study Club, Care Mrs.

Thomas A. Baron, Howard Place,
Wheeling, West Virginia.
Mrs. Harold Gray, Route 7, Box

326, Yakima, Washington.
A. J. Heinz, 2811 Third Avenue,

West, Hibbing, Minnesota.
Mrs. J. C. Hickenlooper, 170

South First, East, Preston, Idaho.
W. H. Kiefaber, 634 Woods Road,

Dayton 9, Ohio.
Mrs. R. H. Kienast, 519 Prairie

Avenue, Paris, Illinois.
Dr. Chuin T. Ling, 7430 Boyer

Street, Philadelphia 19, Pennsyl
vania.
Mrs. Eugene M. Myers, Route 6,

Box 117, South Bend, Indiana.
J. C. Robinson, 2229 North Mon

roe, Hutchinson, Kansas.
William L. Rumsey. 1336 North

Avenue, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey.

W. E. Simms, Box 83, Lexing
ton, Kentucky.
Charles F. Stewart, 1532 Clay

more Avenue, Ottawa 5, Ontario,
Canada.
Howard Waster, Maryland and

Jackson Avenues, Washington,
Pennsylvania.
Mrs. Arthur R. Wettengel, Pe-

onydale, Macomb, Illinois.
Wayne Wood, Route 2, Newville,

Pennsylvania.

RESIGNATIONS
The following resignations have

been received, effective Dec. 31.
Fred H. Harris, 148 Charles

Street, North Abington, Massachu
setts.
Stanley B. Moore, 2114 Lee Road,

Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio.
Miss Mildred Wise, 224 Fifth

Street, Brookville, Indiana.

CORRECTION IN ADDRESSES
Please change the addresses as

now given to the following:
Mrs. William F. Christman, 2435

Pfingsten, Northbrook, Illinois.
Orville W. Fay, 1775 Pfingsten,

Northbrook, Illinois.
Harold E. Wolfe, 24 South Eigh

ty Sixth Street, Belleville, Illinois.



Tenth Annual Horticultural Congress
AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL COUNCI,

Shcreham Hotel, Washington, D. C. Oct. 26-29, 1955
By George W. Peyton

As our Society is entitled to an
additional representative at these
meetings besides our Director
(Dr. J. Franklin Styer of Concord-
ville, Pennsylvania, represents us
on the Board of Directors of the
American Horticultural Council) I
was appointed by our President to
attend all of its meetings, though
somewhat as a silent member as I
had, just a few days before, had
a growth removed from my vocal
chords as a means of detecting can
cer, which was not found present.
Now I am not able to do much talk
ing as I cannot speak much above a
whisper and will not be able to do
so for some time to come.
The many meetings were held at

the Shoreham Hotel, which provid
ed us with ample accomodations
and excellent meals.
Registration started at 1 P. M.

on the 26th and after that I helped
Mr. Arno H. Nehrling set up our
exhibit in the foyer of the Terrace
Room. Mr. Nehrling was Chairman
of the Committee in charge of
these exhibits of which there were
many beautiful and attractive ones.
Ours consisted of copies of the Bul
letin and the Handbook as well as
copies of the Most Popular Peonies
for 1955, which were plentiful
enough for free distribution. In ad
dition to these our good member
from Roanoke, Virginia, Mr. Henry
F. Stoke, sent an exhibit showing
his method of grafting tree peonies
and also a plant one year old from
the graft. He also sent some peony
seed which had been stratified in
peat moss for a year and showed
small roots ready to start the plant
off on its life career. Mr. Stoke's
exhibit attracted about as much at
tention as any there. It was given

to the National Arboretum as a
small start in tree peonies.
Following this a directors' meet

ing was held to which I was invit
ed, though not a director.
After this, a meeting of the Reg

istrars and Originators of cultivars
(which is the name by which it is
proposed that varieties, as we
now know them shall be called),
Was held under the Chairmanship
of Dr. G. H. M. Lawrence of the
Bailey Hortorium, Cornell Univer
sity, Ithaca, New York. Dr. Law-
rance explained to us, in detail, the
proposed process to be gone
through in registering a new cul-
tivar. As the final details have not
yet been adopted, we shall not go
into this at present. However the
general rules for naming cultivars
have been pretty well established
and were published in our Bulletin
No. 128, March, 1953. Before nam
ing your originations, you should
consult this Bulletin. It may save
you a rejection of your name.
Dr. Ray C. Allen, Director of the

Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio,
invited me to dinner and we dis
cussed the peony planting at King-
wood. As this is taken up elsewhere
in this issue, we shall pass over it
here.
After dinner a "Rosarama" was

shown depicting the many opera
tions in growing roses at the Cali
fornia farms of the Shenandoah
Nurseries, Shenandoah, Iowa. It
was most interesting and showed
to what great extent mechanical
operations have displaced hand la
bor.
Following this a panel discussion

on the Long Range Objectives of
the American Horticultural Council
was held. The leaders were men and
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women who rank top in their var
ious horticultural activities.
The next morning there were

two breakfast meetings at 8 A. M.
One was of the American Associa
tion of Botanic Gardens and Ar-
boretums and the other was of the
Garden Writers Association which
I attended and incidentally joined.
This association now has nearly
two hundred members, but should
have many more as there are far
more garden writers in this coun
try than that. The members are
these who conduct the garden de
partments of newspapers, write
for magazines, editors of such pub
lications, broadcasters of radio sta
tions and in short any who do hor
ticultural writing and gather and
dispense garden news.
Following these breakfasts, the

business meeting of the Council
was held and this occupied all the
morning. It was presided over by
Dr. Carl Wedell of tbe Long Island
Agricultural and Technical Insti
tute, Farmingdale, New York.
There were the usual reports

from the Secretary, Treasurer and
President. Then came the initial
shewing of the Plant Hardiness
Map. This will be one of the most
valuable contributions of this
Council to Horticulture. Some addi
tional work has to be done on it be
fore it will be released to the
public.
The report by Mr. Phil Alampi

of Radio Station WRCA, WRCA-
TV, New York, on the accomplish
ments of the committee of which
he is chairman in curbing unethi
cal advertising in our daily and
Sunday papers, magazines and ra
dio showed that much has been and
much more will be done to help the
public in getting what they think
they are getting and not being sent
worthless material. The report of
Dr. Lawrence on the recent meet

ing of the International Horticul
tural Congress, held in Holland,
was especially interesting.
The News Round-Up from Affi

liated Societies, given by Mr. John
R. Whiting, Editor of the Flower
Grower, who had collected the data,
showed us quite definitely what the
other fellow is doing.
Following a brief recess, lunch

eon was served at which many of
the National Capital Horticultur
al Personalities were presented by
the presiding officer, Mr. Richard
P. White of the American Associa
tion of Nurserymen. An illustrated
talk by Mr. Alden Hopkins, Resi
dent Landscape Architect of Colo
nial Williamsburg showed what had
been accomplished in restoring the
old gardens in this the first capi
tal of Virginia.
The afternoon was given over to

an Educational Session over which
Dr. S. M. Emsweller presided. He
is the head of the Ornamental
Plants Section at Beltsville.
Light Studies and Plant Reac

tions were presented by Dr. H. A.
Bothwick, Principal Plant Physi
ologist, Department of Agriculture.
If it is possible to do so, we hope
at some future time to publish
seme of the results of these studies
in the Bulletin as they may have a
great deal of bearing on the fertil
ity and seed production of hybrid
peonies.
Horticultural Research in the

United States was discussed by Dr.
W. E. Snyder, Head of the Depart
ment of Ornamental Horticulture,
Rutgers University, New Bruns
wick, New Jersey.
Under Testing New Varieties,

Mr. Ray Hastings of the All Amer
ican Selections, Mr. Ralph Dash
er of All America Rose Selections
and also of All America Camellia
Selections, and Mr. Harold W.
Knowlton, President of the Amer'



can Iris Society, all gave us inter
esting talks on their methods of
making these selections.
As there was no formal dinner

scheduled, the Garden Writers As
sociation held an informal dinner
meeting.
The evening was given over to

Garden Club Night at which many
National Horticultural Personali
ties were presented. The high light
of the evening was the illustrated
talk by Dr. John Creech, President
of the American Horticultural So
ciety and in charge of the U. S.
Plant Introduction Garden at Glenn
Dale, Md. Dr. Creech had just
returned from a five months trip
through Japan in sea-rch of new
plants for America. He covered
Japan from South to North and his
color slides beautifully depicted his
many finds. One of the most inter
esting of these was his finding in
a market a bloom of the yellow au-
ratum lily, which so far had elud
ed the searchers. Unfortunately he
was unable to trace it to its origin
as the market woman who had it,
said she had gotten it from some
farmer, but had no idea where he
came from or who he was. So its
rediscovery is left for the future.
The morning of the 28th started

off with another breakfast with
the Garden Writers Association at
the early hour of seven fifteen. The
balance of the day until five P. M.
was taken up with the tour in char
tered buses through Beltsville,
Glenn Dale and the National Ar
boretum, in that order.
Arriving at Beltsville on time,

we were welcomed by Dr. Frank P.
Cullinan, Chief, Horticultural Crops
Research Branch of the United
States Department of Agriculture.
The first hour was taken up in
short talks by several members of

Horticultural Research Center,
followed a conducted tour

through many of the greenhouses,
the party of nearly a hundred be
ing broken up into several smaller
sections to avoid overcrowding. At
each greenhouse the party was met
by the person in charge of the par
ticular operation being carried on
in that house, who explained every
thing in detail. There we saw the
actual results of the various experi
ments and plantings. Dr. Emswel-
ler was our host at Beltsville.
Lunch was served at one at the

cafeteria. After this we were tak
en to Glenn Dale where the various
plants brought in from other coun
tries are grown on until they are
free of disease and can be safely
released for general cultivation.
Here Dr. Creech was our host. Af
ter an interesting walking tour of
the grounds we were taken to the
National Arboretum.
Here under the guidance of Dr.

Skinner we visited many of the
plantings. Some of the azaleas
and many of the camellias were in
bloom.
On entering the grounds, Dr.

Skinner pointed out a bald eagle's
nest and as we passed it the eagle
flew off. I expect that for many in
the party it was the first time they
had ever seen our national bird
alive in its native haunts. I know
I had not seen one since I was a
small boy. But there it was, still
occupying its nest, well within the
Washington City limits.
Due in large measure to the ef

forts of the American Horticul
tural Council, the yearly appropri
ations for the conduct of this ar
boretum have been doubled in re
cent years and as a consequence, its
future seems to be much brighter
than it did a short while ago.
Its situation is well suited for

development into one of the finest
arboretums in this country. Let us
hope we can still keep up the inter



est of Congress in the undertaking.
It is now just at the real beginning
of its career. May it be a long and
instructive one.
When we reached the Shoreham

on our return, the Annual Chrysan
themum Show of the Takoma Hor
ticultural Club was ready for view
ing in the Park Room of the hotel.
Those, who visited it, were treated
to a show, whose excellence is rare
ly equalled in any show.
This Club, composed mainly of

experienced horticulturalists who
have made Takoma their permanent
homo, annually stages several
shows. Among them is a Peony
Show of which our members know
all too little. I am assured by many
of its members that they still grow
beautiful peonies. We, the members
of the American Peony Society, are
passing up a good thing in not tak
ing a more active part in this show.
Let us hope we shall wake up and
get acquainted.
At seven that evening, the an

nual dinner or banquet if you care
to use that word, was served in the
Terrace Rocm of the Hotel. The
meal was built around roast beef
as the main dish and better roast
beef would be hard to find. Need
less to say the accompanying dish
es were equally good. Throughout
the years I have attended many of
these banquets and I may truthfully
say that this was probably the best
one I ever sat down to.
At the conclusion of the meal, the

meating was taken over by the
presiding officer, the retiring pres
ident of the Council, Dr. Wedell. A
number of resolutions were pre
sented for adoption by the Resolu
tions Committee.
Mr. E. L. D. Seymour, Garden

Editor cf the American Home Mag
azine, presented the several awards
of the Council to noted men and
women for outstanding achieve-
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ments in the Horticultural World.
That these awards were highly
prized is evidenced by the personal
appearance of the recipients from
as far away as the Pacific Coast
and from Holland. The first of
these awards was the presentation
of a corsage to a young woman of
ninety two years who has attend
ed every meeting of this Council
except the first, under her own
steam. While I had several inter
esting talks with her, I never got
her name, though she was from
Lewisburg, Indiana, and I am sure
she is well known to many of our
members as she has been active in
the Horticultural life of that State
for many years.
A period of entertainment by the

B. & O. quartet was followed by an
illustrated talk by Associate Jus
tice of the United States Supreme
Court, W. O. Douglas, on his sum
mer's vacation in India where he
toured through the Himalayas in
search of new plants and adven
tures.
The last event of the Congress

was the meeting of the Board of
Directors on the morning of the
29th. I did not attend this meeting
as I was not a director. That morn
ing, after a delicious breakfast
given my son Jimmie and myself
by a charming young lady from
Georgia, my son and I came home
to Rapidan in his new Ford which
he had just purchased the day
before.
We drove through a number of

showers, the only bad weather ex
perienced on the trip, the other
days having been beautifully clear
and almost summer like in temper
ature.
Doubtless seme of our member

ship may wonder why I have taken
up space in the Bulletin to give in
some detail the above account of
this Tenth Horticultural Congress.



It has been done with the sole pur
pose of giving them a better un
derstanding of the activities of the
American Horticultural Council of
which we are a member.
There has been some opposition

to our membership in this Council,
the main reason given being the
Council is trying to usurp the fun
ctions of our Society and those of
the other member organizations
and finally put them out of exis
tence and that it is really not doing
anything worthwhile. As a matter
of fact, nothing could be further
from the truth. The Council has no
desire whatever to interfere in our
affairs or those of any other mem
ber organization. Their job is to
handle questions and give services
that no single organization can do
as effectively as the Council can.
Its members bring to it a backing
of about a half million people. Who
can deny the power of its influ
ence? It has taken ten years of
hard work on the part of a few de
voted men and women who con
ceived the idea of the Council, to
convince the Horticultural World
of this fact, but by their persis
tence through many disappoint
ments and discouraging situa
tions, they are finally, through
actual accomplishments, making
this Horticultural World wake up
to its importance and power. Just
now its future seems brighter than
ever before and its aims seem
nearer accomplishment.
We hope that many of our mem

bers may attend future meetings of
this Council and Congress and so
see in person the great work they
are doing and give encouragement
to them by their personal participa
tion to press on to greater accom
plishments and better service in the
future.
I may say that at present our

Society has several of its members

in positions of high authority in
the Council and there should be no
fear that our interests will not be
adequately looked after.
It is inspiring to all of us who

attend the meetings of this Coun
cil to see how unselfishly and un-
stintingly so many busy men and
women give so large a proportion
of their time to attend the many-
meetings of the directors and com
mittees and what is probably more
demanding to carry on the vast cor
respondence necessary for proper
functioning of the Council through-
cut the year and all without remun
eration except the pleasure and
satisfaction of knowing that
through their efforts, they are ad
vancing the cause of Horticulture
in America and throughout the
world.

DEPT. OF REGISTRATION
The following varieties, whose

names have been approved by the
Nomenclature Committee, are pre
sented for registration by the orig
inators or owners as noted:
By WILLIAM H. KREKLER,

Somerville, Ohio, owner:
FAMIE (Saunders - Krekler,

1955).D. E. W. This is a double
white hybrid whose parentage is
not known.
ZUZU (Krekler, 1955) Pink.
Full descriptions of these will

be given at a later date.
NOTE

Mr. Elmer A. Claar has sent us
four varieties for registration.
Due to having to obtain more in
formation about one or two of
them the formal registrations will
not be published until the March,
1956, issue. One of them is his
beautiful tree peony seedling,
Buddy, and the other three are her
baceous hybrid singles .Grace
Wille, coral pink, Lee Youngberg,
bright rose, and a vivid scarlet.



Commercial Exhibits At Our Annual Shows
The fifty-first Annual Exhibi

tion, held by the American Peony
Society, in Chicago June 5th and
6th, was a gorgeous affair. Beau
tifully staged under ideal condi
tions.
The quality and quantity of

bloom was superb, despite unfav
orable weather earlier in the
spring.
There was one important feature

missing, however, that seemed to
leave a feeling of something want
ing. The absence of exhibits by
commercial growers which, I be
lieve, are a necessary part of any
large show. Why was this so? Ap
parently there was ample space
available.
Commercial exhibits are a

source of important information
where amateur growers and espe
cially novices may obtain instruc
tions regarding planting, cultiva
tion and fertilizing also growing
habits of the varieties of their
choice which they are about to pur
chase.
Since we have a number of con

sistent prize winners, judged sole
ly by their excellent exhibition
qualities, it is only fair to the pur
chaser that he be made aware of
what he may expect from the plant
as a landscape subject. To cite a
few examples, James Pillow, which
reigned so royally in the Court of
Honor at our annual show, Ma-
rilla Beauty, Hansina Brand and
Mrs. J. V. Edlund and several oth
ers, invariably found in the win
ners' circle in the show room are
unable to hold up their heads in
the garden. The uninformed novice
is due for a shock when he finds
his beautiful blooms down in the
mud after a rain.
To be sure supports may be

used to good advantage where the

plants are grown expressly for cut
flowers, but they will be found a
poor substitute for stiff stems and
they certainly detract from the na
tural grace and neatness of the for
mal garden or landscape.
By consulting the experienced

grower at the time of purchasing
his plants the novice may avoid
many disappointments.
The commercial growers do not

compete with amateur cr private
growers. They have always been
generous in supporting the A.P.S.,
and unless they are privileged to
display their wares and come in
contact with potential purchasers
at the shows there doesn't seem to
be any logical reason for them to
hold membership in the Peony
society.

E. C. Bills
5253 N. Winthrop Ave.
Chicago 40, Illinois

Mr. Francis P. Tikalsky sends us
the following notes:

Mr. Claar Hits The Jackpot
Elmer Claar's name appeared

quite conspicuously in the October-
November-December (Vol. 9, No.
4) issue of the Hemerocallis Jour
nal, the official crgan of The Hem
erocallis Society. Three of his hem
erocallis originations received
praise. An award of merit was giv
en to "The Doctor." Honorable
mention was given to "Bess Ross"
and "Tootie." These three new
originations will join other grand
varieties, such as "Nashville," Al
lan" and "Warren Threadwell"
that he introduced some time ago.
So, here is one instance where a
peony fancier has something else
besides a peony. Congratulations
Elmer Claar.



The Twenty-seventh Annual Peony Show
TAKOMA HORTICULTURAL CLUB
Takoma Elementary School Auditorium

Takoma Park, Maryland
MAY 28-29, 1955

The Takoma Horticultural Club
held its twenty-seventh annual
Peony Show in connection with its
Thirty-ninth Annual Rose Show
this year on May 28-29.
The two shows have been held

jointly for a number of years as
the Peony Show is hardly large
enough to exhibit alone, but the
two together, make a large and
colorful exhibit.
Best Flower in the Show: Karl

Rosenfield, Leland H. Cole.
Second Best: Mrs. Wilbur H.

Youngman with a white.
Third Best: Mrs. Lillian G. Fisk

with a red.
CLASS WINNERS

NOTE: Classes in which there
were no entries are omitted.
2. Collection five named varie

ties, double or semi-double.
First: Leland H. Cole with

Gecrgiana Shaylor. Karl Rosen-
field, Mrs. Edward Harding, Rich
ard Carvel, Therese.

SPECIMENS
Note: Sub-classes are for named

varieties.
6. Do"ble or semi-double white:

First: Mrs. Wilbur H. Youngman.
6- 1. First: Leland H. Cole with

Mrs. Edward Harding.
7. Double or semi-double light

pink: First: Mrs. Youngman.
7- 1. First: J. Everett Schrider

with Sarah Bernhardt.
7-2. Mrs. Youngman with Lady

Alexandra Duff.
7-3. Leland H. Cole with Walter

Faxon.
Double or semi-double dark

' First: Frank M. Sharpneck.

8-1. First: Mr. Cole with Rich
ard Carvel.
8- 2. Joseph E. Dentz with Therese.
9. Double or semi-double red.

First: Mrs. Lillian J. Fisk.
9- 1. First: Mr. Cole with Karl

Rosenfield .
10. Japanese, not named. First:

Mrs. Youngman.
DISPLAYS

13. Vase of peonies. First: Mr.
Cole.
14. Basket of peonies. First : Mr.

Cole.
Note: Classes 1, 3, 4, 5, 11, 12,

15: No entries.
ARRANGEMENTS

High Style In Peonies: (Foliage
used). First: Mrs. Edward Wilson.
Sweepstakes: Leland H. Cole

with 49 points.
Judge: Harry C. Fleming; also

Show Chairman.
Exhibition Chairman: Quitman

B. Herring.
Honorary President: Winn T.

Simmons.
President: J. Benjamin Williams.
Secretary: Mrs. Irene Haggerty.
WINNING EXHIBITORS

Leland H. Cole, 1512 Grace
Church Road, Silver Spring, Md.
Mrs. Wilbur H. Youngman, 20

Shaw Avenue, Silver Spring, Md.
J. Everett Schrider, 1515 Grace

Church Rd., Silver Spring, Md.
Frank M. Sharpneck, 12514 Epp-

ing Court, Silver Spring, Md.
Joseph E. Dentz, 120 Van Buren

St.. N.W., Washington, D. C.
Miss Lillian G. Fisk, 10815 St.

Paul St., Kensington, Md.
Reported by Leland H. Cole



NEWS NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY
The Garden Study Club of Wheel

ing, West Virginia is planting a
Peony Terrace in Oglebay Park.
The Secretary, Mrs. Thomas A.
Baron, Howard Place, that city,
tells us: "The varieties and kinds
are to be properly marked and we
hope to achieve a spot not only
beautiful but informative and thus
stimulate interest in the growth
and use of peonies.'
We hope many other cities and

Garden Clubs will do likewise.
*

A short note from Mrs. W. E.
Wipson, one of our directors and a
friend of all of us, tells us: "It is
most difficult for me to write and
it takes so much time, but I am
sure you know how deeply grieved
and shocked we were to hear of
this bad news. It will be hard to fill
the gap that the death of these two
men leaves. (Messrs. Christman
and Gist).
Our heartfelt sympathy goes out

to their loved ones, and I know
there isn't one among us that will
not feel this great loss.
I slipped a disc again in my

spine, and along with the arthritis,
neuritis and sciatica, I cannot do
a single thing."
Our small ailments, which we

are apt to think so bad at the
time, seem trivial compared to
what some of our good members
have to bear.
All of us hope that Mrs. Wipson

will make a recovery by spring
from these afflictions so that she
may again take up her work.

* * *
As noted in the account of the

Kingwood Center, Mr. William H.
Krekler of near Akron, Ohio, has
moved a large part of his beautiful
show garden from the Peacock

Nursery to his farm near West
Elkton, Ohio, and while doing so
he was able to give a large number
of plants to the Center. He wishes
it distinctly understood that this
gift should be entered as from the
American Peony Society and not
just from him as an individual. He
hopes every member will thus feel
that he has had a part in the gift.
He still has a number of varie

ties to move next fall and, if any
of them are needed to fill the gaps,
they will be generously donated.

* * *
Many rumors have been spread

regarding the Brand Peony Farms
and the present ownership. Just
lately there has come to this office
a letter from Miss Gentry which
explains what is now the set up.
It was Mr. Brand's wish that

some of his old employees should
have a job on the place as long as
they wished. Then the real estate
people have been besieging them to
sell the land, for development into
city lots. The business of the firm
has been rather heavy for Miss
Gentry to do all of the manage
ment, so what seems a fine solution
has been worked out. Two young
men of Faribault, both of excep
tionally high standing, have been
taken into the firm. This will ease
the burden on the shoulders of
Miss Gentry as these two experien
ced business men, who are also
much interested in horticulture,
will jointly bear the burdens of ad
ministration with Miss Gentry and
she will not be obliged to stay so
close to home base as she has for
seme years now, never having an
opportunity to even take a rest;
also the old employees will remain
with the company as long as they
may wish.
Miss Gentry tells us that their



neighbors, the Andrews, went out about our. older members gradually
of business after the Spring sales.
They now operate garden stores in
several towns.

# # »

From advertisements in the Bul
letin and in many magazines, we
know that one of our directors, Mr.
Louis Smirnow, has bought the en
tire tree peony stock of the Oberlin
Peony Gardens, Sinking Spring,
Pennsylvania. This firm has for
many years been known as one of
the largest growers of tree peonies
in this country. Mr. Smirnow will
carry on the business at his home
address. See his advertisement.

* # *
We have received a letter from

Pell and Good, Lawyers, of Shelby-
ville, Indiana, which tells us of the
passing of one of our members, Dr.
O. H. McDonald, Fairland, Indiana,
in October.
They state that his peony plant

ings occupy about five acres on his
farm of about 125 acres in Shelby
County.
If there is anyone interested in

the purchase of these peonies and
the land on which they are grown,
please communicate with Messrs.
Pell and Good.

It has been our sad duty to re
cord in this bulletin and in many
previous issues, the passing of a
large number of our older members
and these who have done great
work for the Peony and are pri
marily responsible for the place it
now occupies in the world. Many of
us who are left will also pass out
of the picture within a few years.
While I do not think there was
ever an indispensible man, yet we
do lack younger men to carry on
where we oldsters leave off.
In writing to me of this our good

friend Mr. Krekler, offers this
suggestion: "I've been thinking

passing on and so few youngsters
replacing them, thus the Society
will gradually pass on too. Perhaps
the Bulletin could stress this and
put on a campaign-like in Mexico
to learn to read: "each one teach
cne." Well, each member could
make a big effort to infect one
youngster with peonyitis ("Each
cne infect one" for a motto). Per
haps those under age could join up
at $1.00 a year or whatever it is
the extra bulletins would cost. Well,
it's an idea to consider. A neigh
bor's boy, a grandchild, surely each
of us could find one youngster to
corrupt with this incurable disease
of ours. Maybe give them a few
small divisions for their very own.
Let them cross pollinate a few
blooms and later have the seeds to
plant. That should do the trick plus
our praise and enthusiasm. Might
pep up the old fellows too. A young
ster would like to see his name in
the bulletin, perhaps have a Junior
badge. We could give them a few
blooms to sell to earn the fee for
the Bulletin, etc." Now there is a
good idea. How many will carry it
out? Mr. Krekler has made a good
beginning for both of his sons are
connected with the business.
Whether we adopt Mr. Krekler's

idea or not, certainly every effort
should be made to gather the
youngsters into the fold.
Along this line, we have just

within the past few months had
sent us by Mr. Kenneth Kropf of
the Long Island Agricultural and
Technical Institute, a copy of his
thesis on the Peony. It was beau
tifully gotten up and illustrated
with pictures from catalogs and
other sources. It was thought so
well of by the Institute that it was
suggested that it be revised some
what and published as one of their
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bulletins. Whether this will be
done we do not yet know.
Mr. Kropf's address is Melville

Road, Farmingdale, New York.
And further, we have received

lately a letter from Mr. Charles L.
Johnson, Langdale, Alabama, a stu
dent in the School of Pharmacy,
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Au
burn, Alabama, stating that he has
his term project in Pharmacognosy
the Peony. He is interested in any
sort of literature, photographs,
past or present history of the use
of the Peony as related to medi
cine. Seme of our physician mem
bers may know that at one time
the root extract was official in the
Dispensatory of the United States
for treatment of epilepsy. However
it has now been deleted. If any of
cur readers knows of any informa
tion that may help or be of interest
to Mr. Johnson, he would appre
ciate it if they will send it to him.
Here are two youngsters that

have become interested. May their
tribe increase.

* * *
The following note from Mrs.

Christman addressed to the Socie
ty has just been received: "Please
accept my grateful thanks for the
beautiful flowers and all the kind
expressions of sympathy, in the
loss of my beloved husband."

* * *
The Tenth Anniversary Garden

Symposium, sponsored by Colonial
Williamsburg and the Flower
Grower Magazine, will be held in
two sessions in Williamsburg, Vir
ginia, March 7-9 and 12-14.
The theme of the first session

will be "Bringing Your Garden Up
To Date" and of the second : "Your
Changing Garden."
Write Mrs. Cecil W. Cunning

ham, Registrar, Colonial Williams
burg, Williamsburg, Virginia, if
you are interested. Early applica

tions are usually necessary to sec-
cure proper accomodations. The
full program will soon be ready.
Registration includes tours of the
town and admission to its historic
buildings and a tour of some of the
nearby Gloucester County planta
tions. One of the most up-to-date
daffodil farms in the country is
nearby and they are usually in
bloom at the time of these sympo
siums.

» * *
While it has not yet been defin

itely settled where the next annu
al meeting will be held, there will
be one. We hope to get the matter
decided soon now.

» * »
All of us know that Mr. Byron

Gist and his wife were busy try
ing to get the necessary data for
the completion of the Check List.
They were much hampered in the
work by not being able to get the
necessary information from our
growers and originators to com
plete the work. The death of Mr.
Gist will delay it, but Mrs. Gist
has written us that she intends to
complete it this winter. Let us hope
that the indifference and lack of
co-operation from our growers will
not futher hinder her monumental
task. She needs a list of all origin
ations of our growers and also of
those in foreign lands and it is
well to send her a complete list of
all varieties you grow. Please be
prompt in answering any inquiries
she may address to you.

* # *
It has been reported that one of

our best friends and a great peony
man, Col. Harry J. Mull of 452
Taylor Avenue, Glen Ellyn, Illi
nois, has recently suffered a stroke
and undergone a major operation
from both of which we understand
he is recovering satisfactorily. Let
us all hope that spring will see him
out again among his peonies of
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which he is justly proud. He has
one of the finest collections in the
Chicago area and knows how to
grow them as well as any one.

* *
The completion of the brochure

on the Peony for general distribu
tion has been delayed for a while.
It seems that Mr. Wolfe mailed it
to the Secretary and somewhere
along the line it got lost. So each
wondered what was the matter,
until finally the trouble was dis
covered. We hope the New Year
will see it completed and ready
for distribution in the early
Spring.

# * »

Regarding the meeting of the
Chicago Horticultural Society,
Nov. 14, last at which six of our
members received awards for their
work, it is reported that when Art
Murawska went up to get his and
was asked to say a few words, his
contribution was: "So far, all I
have created is junk, but I'll keep
on trying." What a pile of junk it
is! On top of the pile, maybe at
the bottom are the following: One
of the finest of all white Japs, Lo
tus Queen, one of the greatest red
Japs, Dignity, one of the best of
all dark pinks, Helen Hayes (how
many of our members know this to
be a fact? Just try it and see), one
of the greatest of all light pinks,
Moonstone, and one of the dainti
est and most alluring white semi-
doubles, Mildred May, to say noth
ing of Ethel Mars and others. You
fellows keep rummaging in his
junk and you will be rewarded.

For a long time we have had pe
onies beginning with every letter
of the alphabet except X. A year or
two ago the writer named one of
his seedlings Xanda for a charm
ing lady who lives in Lynchburg,
Virginia, but it has never been

introduced and probably never
will be. But one has come out
this year. It is from the gardens
of Mr. Edward Auten, Jr., of
Princeville, Illinois, and is named
for a town in Ohio, Xenia. The
name means hospitality I believe.
Mr. Auten describes it as follows:
"Xenia Japanese type. Outer petals
an exquisite delicate pink which
fades white in the garden. Center
light yellow. Tall with good plant
habit" and it is priced at five dol
lars a root. He further says of it:
"My notes on it when I got out the
catalog were meager, so I could not
say much then. But it is an ex
quisite thing, as refined as the sin
gle Angelus. Tall, stiff stem, big
plant." Well, if it is as good as An
gelus, it will go places.

* * *
We present in this issue 18 new

members, Among them is one that
will be of special interest to our
eld members. The new member is
Mrs. Arthur R. Wettengel of Pe-
onydale, Macomb, Illinois. Her hus
band is the nephew of Mr. C. N.
Wettengel who was one of the first
msmbers of the Society and contin
ued his membership until recent
years, He was 83 last April 22.
Mr. and Mrs. Wettengel lived

for many years in Hinton. Okla
homa, where they owned and ran
a newspaper. In 1952 they decided
to come back to Macomb and take
care of their uncle. They have
about five hundred varieties of pe
onies, 1500 of iris, 400 of hemer-
callis and in addition Oriental
poppies, bulbs of all kinds, peren
nials, evergreens and flowering
shrubs. We wish them prosperity
and happiness in their new home.

Referring to our good friend Mr.
E. C. Bill's article and especially to
his reference to commercial grow
ers not having sufficient oppor
tunity to display their wares at our
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National Shows, we think the fault
is many times that of the grower.
The majority of them will not take
the trouble to make a show as they
say they are too busy at home at
the time.
The Open Classes are primarily

for the commercial grower, yet at
Chicago, only one entered the Gold
Medal Class which is the great op
portunity for the grower who wish
es to make a big display. There
were at least fifteen commercial
growers who showed in one or
more classes at Chicago and who
won their share of the prizes.
Every flower shown at ore of

these shows is an advertisement

for a grower as he is the source of
supply. Few varieties of recent ori
gin would get far if it were not for
the shows. For this reason alone,
the Society should be far better
supported than it is by the grow
ers. Some of our growers recog
nize this fact and have been always
found in the membership list and
the advertisers columns. But we
should have far more advertising
than we do. Look at the Iris Bulle
tin and count the advertisements.
We give our commercial members
just as much support as they do, but
they get far more advpitising in
proportion than wo do.

Editor.

More About The Tree Peony
From Wisconsin Horticulture

In the August issue of this mag
azine page 29, an article by Mr.
E. L. White of Fort Atkinson on
the Tree Peony states, "The tree
peony does not die down during the
winter and may reach a height of
6 feet in time."
Mr. C. P. Holway, whose articles

on unusual plants have appeared in
this magazine and who is now edi
tor of the Chilton Times-Journal
writes, "Does Mr. White actually
possess or know of a 6 foot high
tree peony in Wisconsin?"
To this Mr. White writes, "No I

do not know of a tree peony reach
ing that height and if you read my
article you will find that I say,
'some may reach a height of 6 feet
in time.' I do know of one that is
now 52 inches tall and had 60 blos
soms last year. My tallest one is 36
inches. They are slow growers,
mine adding 2 to 3 inches each
year and would take years to reach
6 feet.
I get my 6 foot dimension from

the following authorities: Hortus
varieties Delavayi and Lutea grow

to 3 feet while Suffructicosa (mou-
tan) grow to 6 feet.
The National Horticultural Mag

azine issue of January 1955, which
is entirely about the tree peony,
quotes several authorities stating
that the usual height is 3 feet, but
that some grow to 10 feet. The Lu
tea variety grows 5 feet in China
and 8 feet in Tibet.
I expect the usual height is

around 3 feet here, but I see no rea
son why they cannot grow taller,
depending on the soil, fertility, ex
posure, time and the varieties in
the ancestry of our plants."

CREDIT FOR PICTURES
The two pictures of Kingwood

Center were sent us by Dr. Allen.
The aerial view was taken by Tom
Root, 118 Plymouth Street, Ply
mouth, Ohio. The picture of Mr.
Christman came from Brother
Charles, S. V. D., of Mission Gar
dens and that of Mr. Gist from the
Amarillo News.



PEONIES
We grow only the best show andcut-flower varieties, including theearly "officinalis" varieties.
Also we have large collections ofiris, tritomas, hemerocallis, eremurus,

etc. Catalog gladly sent on request.
Chautauqua Flowerfield Co.

GREENHURST, N. Y.

Grafted Tree Peonies
Also Species - Officinalis - Hybrids
and Other Herbaceous Varieties

SEND FOR FREE LIST!ATHA GARDENS
West Liberty, Ohio

CHERRY HILL STRAIN
of PEONIES embraces the FINEST
VARIETIES IN PEONYDOM and
their consistent winnings of GOLD
AND SILVER MEDALS prove beyond
doubt their intrinsic value.
Please ask for catalog showing

varieties and list of awards.
CHERRY HILL NURSERIES

(Thurlows and stranger. Inc.)
WEST NEWBURY, MASS.

River Drvie Peony Garden
A. L. Murawska & Son

Growers and originators of high
grade peonies and iris. Home of
Moonstone, Mildred May, Dignity
and Lotus Queen.

8740 Ridge Street
River Grove, Illinois

Jjft PEONIES . IRISE^

Colorful Cotalos Ftm
bttr f*m «d.li*d

WAUiNlif BAUIMSMlta E.onU.S.30."TtaNtn C.'ty"VAN WHtToHIO

GROVESIDE GARDENS
CHOICE PEONIES
Catalog on request

63rd Street & Grand Avenue

DOWNERS GROVE, ILL.

ADAMS PEONY SUPPORTS
Made of Strong Galvanized Wire

After peonies have bloomed, supports can
be removed and used for bushy late bloom
ers such as hardy asters, heliniums and mal
lows.

The weight that is developed as the plant
grows is readily supported.
For such plants as Delphinium and Lark-

Spur, we make wire flower supports and for
long stake plants, wire plant props.

We also make wire trellises and
fencing loops.

Buy Adams Known Quality

Manufactured By
THE ADAMS COMPANY Dubuque, Iowa

Established 1883

wire



PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
TREE PEONY MONOGRAPH (January, 1955, issue of the Na

tional Horticultural Magazine). The history, culture, propagation, of
the tree peony fully and competently treated by two of our foremost
authorities, Dr. John C. Wister and Mr. Harold E. Wolfe. Well illus
trated. Lists of varieties and sources of supply given. 60 pages.
One dollar each.

HANDBOOK OF THE JEONY. 36-page booklet of concise articles
on why, when to plant, care, propagation, culture of peonies. Also
lists of varieties and sources of supply. Tree peonies and hybrids
are also treated briefly. Price 25 cents each.

BACK BULLETINS. Many back issues of the Bulletin are still
available. Nos. 110 to 139 will be supplied at 25 cents each for the
present, when available. Nearly all issues prior to No. 110 are either
scarce or out of print. Prices of those still on hand will be quoted
on application.

MOST POPULAR PEONIES, 1955. One to nine 10c each. Ten:
75c; Twenty-five: $1.50; Fifty: $2.50. One hundred or more $3.75 a
hundred. Four-page leaflet listing 103 most popular herbaceous peo
nies, 101 most popular doubles, 55 most popular Japs, 33 most pop
ular singles and 37 most popular hybrids. No descriptions givens.
No tree peonies listed.

MEMBERSHIP LISTS. As over fifty corrections and additions
have been made in this list since its publication in June, 1955, a
charge of one dollar each must now be made for a list corrected to
date. As changes are made almost daily in this list, it will never be
exactly correct.

ORDER SHEET
American Peony Society,
Box No. 1,
Rapidan, Virginia. j
Please send me the following:
Tree Peony Monograph @ $1.00 each $
Handbook of the Peony © 25c each $
Membership Lists @ $1.00 each $
Most Popular Peonies, 1955

(See above for prices.)
Back Bulletin, Nos @ 25c each $

TOTAL ORDER $
Make all remittances payable to American Peony Society.
Send checks or money order, never stamps.
For less than a dollar's worth of handbook tape coins to order. They
will then carry safely.
Name

(Please print or type)
Route No , Box No Street
City Zone State

(Do not abbreviate)
Date sent 1956



1956 MEMBERSHIP DUES
Our members are reminded that their dues for the year 1956 are

due on January 1, 1956. We hope those who have not already paid,
will remit promptly. Please use the blank below and do not wait until
a regular statement is sent you.

Make all remittances payable to American Peony Society and mail
them to Box No. 1, Rapidan, Virginia. Send check or money order.
Do NOT send cash unless it is registered. We cannot be responsible
for loss in the mails. Never send stamps.

The yearly dues are now $5.00. All memberships run for the
calendar year (January 1 to December 31).

Three dollars of your dues are applied to a subscription to the
Bulletin and two dollars are for other necessary expenses, such as
salaries, postage, etc.

A subscription to the Bulletin for one year to non-members is
five dollars.

No commissions or reductions of any kind are allowed anyone
on membership fees or subscriptions to the Bulletin. No memberships
or subscriptions are accepted for fractions of a year.

Please be sure that your address is correctly given. Many changes
have occurred in the past year and some have not been reported to
us. Please always use the address to which you wish your Bulletin
mailed.

If any one desires to discontinue their membership, please report
that fact to us promptly. We hope none will feel that they have to
drop from the rolls.

George W. Peyton, Secretary,
Box No. 1, Rapidan, Virginia.

American Peony Society,
Box No. 1,
Rapidan, Virginia
Enclosed is check ( ) money order ( ) for membership dues

for 1956. (Three dollars of which is for a subscription to
the Bulletin for one year and two dollars for other nec
essary expenses of the Society.) $5.00

Back dues for year at $5.00 a year

Handbooks, bulletins, etc. (See other side of this blank)
Total remittance

Name
(Please print or typewrite)

Route No Box No Street Address

City Zone State
(Do not abbreviate)

Make remittance payable to AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY.
Do not send cash unless you register it. No stamps please.

ite mailed: 1956.
«§ 46



MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Make it happier by planting a Bigger Peony in 1956!

Annie and Myron D. Bigger
1147 Oakland Avenue Topeka, Kansas

THEBRAND PEONY FARMS
are offering their usual assortment of first class

PEONIES, IRIS, FRENCH LILACS on their own roots,
and other perennials for the year 1956. Their Spring
Catalog will be out soon. Send for your copy. Price 25c
which is remitted on first order.

BRAND PEONY FARMS
Box 400 Faribault, Minnesota

NEW HOME
OF THE

FRANKLIN PEONIES
Nicollet at 104th Street,
Minneapolis 20, Minnesota

LOREN and LYDIA FRANKLIN, Owners
1955 Price List On Request

TREE PEONIES
We are now ofering for spring delivery, the largest

selection of TREE PEONIES in the country, having re
cently purchased the entire tree peony stock of the
famous Oberlin Peony Gardens. For prices and other in
formation, address:

LOUIS SMIRNOW
Lindon Lane, Glen Head, L. I., N. Y,



Our 1955 catalog is the finest vve

have produced. Many new peony,
iris and dayjily pictures are in full
color. Send 25c for your copy.
Our new 195G catalog will be ready

about May 1. It will be better than
eyer. Reserve your copy now. 25c

each.

GILBERT H. WILD AND SON

Retail and Wholesale

Phone 269 Sarcoxie, Missouri

LINS PEONY ORIGINATIONS
Are Winning A Good Percentage of Available

Champion Ribbons Against All Comers!
Prices On Request

E. H. LINS Cologne, Minnesota

Officers and Directors of the American Peony Society


