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A CALENDAR COMMITMENT

Friday, June 21st, Saturday, June 22nd and Sunday, June 23rd will
be calendar dates we hope every member of the American Peony Society
will have on their 1968 calendars, for this is when we are going to be in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin!!

Reservations may be made at the Ramada Hotel, the Society Head-
quarters and banquet site. Detailed information about the Hotel and loca-
tion relative to the Horticultural Domes will be given in the March 1968
Bulletin.

Marvin Karrels, Chairman of the 1968 Exhibition, has informed us
that the location for the Exhibition will be one of the finest. Why?
Because it is to be at the site of the Horticultural Domes, the sensation
of the Horticultural World! The fourth Dome (the Temperate Climate
House) has been completed.

Hundreds of individuals, scores of groups, and a few key companies
combined their talents and knowledge and facilities to make possible the
Mitchell Park complex.

The Greenhouse Center alone (North 104th street and Watertown
Plank road) with its ten greenhouses, a complete laboratory, and a cold
storage building provides the working and growing site for much of the
plant material as well as for the annual plantings at all other Milwaukee
County Parks, Mitchell Field (the County airport) and the Milwaukee
County Zoological Park. Plants are under 75,000 square feet of glass at
the Greenhouse Center, where scheduling is on a long term basis.

Each of the four Domes give the appearance of a “bee-hive” form
rising at the center to a height of 87 feet. Mr. Karrels stated that the
Park Commission told him that it is not uncommon to have 25,000 in
attendance at a weekend. Many visitors are registered each week. Cer-
tainly with the beautiful background of ferns, green plantings should
make this 63rd annual Peony Exhibition one of the most beautiful ever

staged.

What a privilege to have the opportunity to exhibit your blooms.
We cannot stress enough our request that as many peony growers as
possible exhibit blooms this coming June, 1€68.

Shipping instructions will be carried in our March Bulletin. More
information about the Horticultural Domes will be also be carried in
the Muarch Bulletin as well as the Schedule for the Peony Exhibition.

Y SR

Google



Fifth District Meets In Illinois

The meeting of the Fifth District of the American Peony
Society was held October 22, 1967 at Lorenz’s “Smart Country
House” in Antioch, Illinois, with twenty-five members present.

According to the minutes of the
Meeting it was voted to hold future
meetings of the District the first
Sunday in November. A highlight
of the meeting was the showing
of slides by Len Jugle, taken at
the Chicago World Flower and Gar-
den Show.

Prior to the annual Peony root
auction which netted the Treasury
$5°.50, Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Wissing
were re-elected president and secre-
tary-treasurer.

Marvin Karrels reported that the
National Show in 1968 will be held
in the Horticultural Domes in Mit-
chzll Park, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
June 22nd and 23rd, but that the

Exhibition hall would be open all
night of June 21st for those bring-
ing in exhibits, both amateur and
commercial. Mr. Karrels appealed
for help in clerking, setting-up of

Marvin Karrels
Member—Board of Directors APS

Chairman—1968 Peony Show

exhibits, handling of exhibits for
those members shipping blooms and
unable to personally attend. He out-
lined the importance of each mem-
ter bringing in as many exhibits
as possible and asked Sam Wissing
to stage a Hybridizers Exhibit to
help those interested in plant
breeding.

To encourage the entrants in the
Arrangement class, it was suggested
that we give a first prize of $25
in cash-second of $15.00 and third
prize of $10.00 to be paid from our
5th District treasury. Mr. Karrels
announced the banquet to be held
at 7:00 p.m. the night of the 22nd of

June to be followed by the annual
Root Auction.

Candid camera shots were taken
by Mr. Jugle during the meeting.

/ & 4
/ &

Mrs. Hyde and Mrs. Flynn
Mrs. Hertha Hyde and sister
attend District V 1967 Meeting.
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44th Annual
NORTH DAKOTA PEONY SHOW

The complete report of the 44th annual North Dakota Peony
Show, held June 24th and 25th, did not reach our desk in time for
the September issue of the Bulletin, however, we are delighted to
have the complete list of winners and express appreciation to Mrs.
Wallace E. Anderson of Grand Forks, North Dakota, for sending
it. This annual Show, held in Grand Forks, is sponsored by the
North Dakota Peony Society, a member of the American Peony
Society. General Chairman for the 1967 Show was Harold Thom-

forde of Crookston.

Classifications were as follows:

Group A—Amateur Classes. For
amateurs who have not exhibited in
the show before 1960 and who have
not exhibited in Group B.

Group B — Advanced Amateur
Classes which is for advanced ama-
teurs, the classification of any ex-
hibitor the fifth calendar year after
he first enters competition—regard-
less of whether he has entered dur-
ing the intervening years.

Group C—Garden flowers and
arrangements—open only to home
growers.

Traveling silver trophies, plus a
small trophy which may be retained
by the winners are given for the
following:

Sweepstakes, given by the First
Nationa]l] Bank of Grand Forks.

Founders Trophy, awarded by
Mrs. Max B. Kannowski for the best
bloom in Group A.

Robertson Cup, given by Mrs.
Hugh Robertson for the best flow-
er arrangement.

Grand Champion, the E. J. Lander
Memorial Trophy, given by the E.
J. Lander Co.

Garden Flower Sweepstakes Cup,
given by Mr. and Mrs. Loyde C.
Thompson.

The North Dakota Peony Society
its purpose “To promote know-
¢ of peonies and develop in-

in growing the better named
of North Dakota's most

beautiful flower.”

Mr. and Mrs. George Tollefson of
Fargo, N.D., won both the grand
champion and sweepstakes cups. The
Tollefsons’ also received Court of
Honor Awards in the best light
pink, best dark pink and best red
peony classifications.

The complete list of award win-
ners is as follows:

COURT OF HONOR
Mr. Geo. Tollefson—Best light pink

—(Frances Mains)
John Eliason—Best

Cygne)

Ralph Rohde—Best flesh (La Lor-
raine)
Mr. Geo. Tollefson—Best dark pink

(Ensign Moriarity)

Mr. Geo. Tollefson—Best red (Trum-
peter)
Loyde Thompson—Best

(Red Charm)

Loyde Thompson—Best single (Dad)
Ralph Rohde—Best Japanese (Choc.
Soldier)
GRAND CHAMPION
Mr. Geo. Tollefson (Frances Mains)
FOUNDERS TROPHY
Neal Holland (Pres. Wilson)
NEW EXHIBIT AWARD
Neal Holland (Pres. Wilson)
PEONY SWEEPSTAKES
Mr. Geo. Tollefson
Group A—Amateur Classes
CLASS I—One bloom, white
1st—John Eliason (LeCygne)
2nd—Mrs. T. W. Thorson

White (Le-

hybrid—
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(Festiva Maxima)

3rd—Mrs. Vern Schainilec
(Festiva Maxima)

Honorable Mention — Mrs. Fold
Pastrig (Festiva Maxima)

CLASS III—One bloom, light pink
1st—Neal Holland (Theresa)
2nd—Mrs. Robert Stephens

CLASS IV—One bloom, dark pink
1st—Neal Holland (Mrs. Frank

Beach)
2nd—Tom Harig
(Sarah Bernhardt)
3rd—John Brenna
(Sarah Bernhardt)

CLASS V—One bloom, red
1st—Mrs. W. R. Axtman (Kansas)
2nd—Mrs, Gransberg

(Carl Rosenfield)
3rd—Debra Turnlund
(June Giant)
H.M.—Mrs. Fred Gjilsness
CLASS VI—One bloom, hybrid, any
color
1st—Mrs. Charles Hvidsten
2nd—John Eliason
(Walter Mains)
CLASS VII—One bloom, single, any
color
1st—Neal Holland
(Sea Shell)
2nd—Kim Turnlund
(Pink Sprite)
3rd—Debra Turnlund
(Elfin)
CLASS VIII—One bloom, Japanese
any color
1st—Neal Holland (Charm)
2nd—Debra Turnlund (Sentinel)
3rd—Kim Turnlund (Sentinel)

CLASS IX—Three blooms, one va-
riety, white
1st—John Eliason (LeCygne)
2nd—Neal Holland (Henry Sass)
3rd—Mrs. Jack Lien
(Festiva Maxima)
CLASS XI—Three blooms, one var-
iety, light pink
1st—Neal Holland (Theresa)
2nd—John Eliason (Sea Shell)
CLASS XII—Three blooms, one var-
iety, dark pink

1st—Neal Holland (Mother Jo)
2nd—Mrs. Pear] Bohnen
3rd—Mrs. Gertrude Guntsburger
CLASS XIII—Three blooms, one var-
iety, red
1st—Neal Holland (Highlight)
2nd—Mrs. Guy Wright (Kansas)
3rd—John Eliason
(Ruth Elizabeth)
CLASS XV—Six specimen blooms,
any one named variety
2nd—Mrs. Gransberg
(Festiva Maxima)
Group B
Advanced Amateur Classes
CLASS XVI—One bloom, white,
named
1st—Geo. Tollefson (Tokalon)
2nd—Mrs. Stuart McDonald
(Festiva Maxima)
3rd—Mrs. Laura Attendorf
(Mrs. J. V. Edlund)

CLASS XVII—One bloom, flesh,
named
1st—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(LaLorraine)

2nd—Effie Graham (Moonglow)

3rd—Geo. Tollefson
(Mattie Lafuge)

CLASS XVIII—One bloom,

pink, named

1st—Geo. Tollefson
(Frances Maines)

2nd—Anna Tronson (Mrs. FDR)

3rd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Mrs. FDR)

CLASS XIX—One bloom, dark pink,

named

1st—Geo. Tollefson
(Ensign Moriarity)

2nd—Mrs. Stuart McDonald
(Blanche King)

3rd—Ralph Rohde
(H. Wigell)

CLASS XX-—One bloom, red, named
1st—Geo. Tollefson (Kansas)
2nd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson

(Kansas)
3rd—Mrs. Stuart McDonald
(Kansas)

CLASS XXI—One bloom, any color,

hybrid, named

light

—_—
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Ist—Loyde Thompson (Dad)
2nd—Ralph Rohde (Gay Cavalier)
2rd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Red Charm)
CLASS XXIII—One bloom,
pink, named
1st—Mrs. Harold Thomforde
(Sparkling Star)
2nd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Sea Shell)
3rd—Ralph Rohde
(Sea Shell)
CLASS XXIV—One bloom, single,
red. named
1st—Mr. and Mrs. Harold Thomp-
ford (Red Velvet)
2nd—Ralph Rohde
(Fortune Teller)
CLASS XXV—One bloom, Japanese,
white named
1st—Lovde Thcmpson (Carrara)
2nd—MTrs. Stuart McDonald
(Carrara)
3rd—Ralph Rohde
(Gert Allen)
CLASS XXVI—One bloom, Japa-
nese, pink, named
1st—Geo. Tollefson (Westerner)
2nd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Ama-No-Sode)
3rd—Mr. and Mrs. Harold Thom-
forde (Sentinel)

CLASS XXVII—One bloom, Japa-
nese, red, named
1st—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Mikado)
2nd—Geo. Tollefson
{Nippon Beauty)

CI.ASS XXVIII—Three blooms, one
variety, white, named
I1st—Geo. Tollefson
tAmalia Olson)
2nd —Mrs. Stuart McDonald
(Festiva Maxima)
3rd—>Mrs. E. W. Johnson
(Festiva Maxima)
CLASS XXIX—Three blooms,
varicty, flesh, named
Ist —Fifie Graham «dAoonglow)
2nd--Raiph Rohde (LaLorraine)
CLASS XXX —Three ong
varlety, light pink, named

single

one

blooms,

Google

1st—Geo. Tollefson
(Frances Mains)
2nd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Mrs. FDR)
3rd—Mrs. Anna Tronson
(Mrs. FDR)
CLASS XXXI—Three blooms, one
variety, dark pink, named
1st—Geo. Tollefson
(Ensign Moriarity)
2nd—Ralph Rohde (H. Wigell)
3rd—Mrs. Anna Tronson
(Sarah Bernhardt)
CLASS XXXII-—Three blooms, one
variety, red named
1st—Geo. Tollefson
(Ruth Elizabeth)
2nd—Ralph Rohde (Kansas)
3rd—Ida H. Lein (Kansas)
CLASS XXXIII—Three blooms, 1
variety, hybrid, any color,
named
1st—Ralph Rohde
(Gay Cavalier)
2nd—Geo. Tollefson
(Chocolate Soldier)
3rd—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Red Charm)
CLASS XXXIV—Three blooms, 1
variety, single, white, named
1st—Mrs. Wallace Anderson
(Marie Jacquin)
CLASS XXXV—Three blooms, 1
variety, single, pink, named
1st—Ralph Rohde (Sea Shell)
2nd—Loyde Thompson (Dorothea)
3rd—Mrs. Anna Tronson
(Sea Shell)
CLASS XXXVI—Three blooms, 1
variety, single, red named
1st—Ralph Rohde
(Fortune Teller)

CLASS XXXVII—Three blooms, 1

variety, Japanese, white,
named
1st—Ralph Rohde (Plainsman)

CLASS XXXVIII—Three blooms, 1
variety, Japanese, pink, named
1st—Geo. Tollefson (Westerner)
CLASS XXXIX—Three blooms, 1
varicty, Japanese, red, named
1st—Geo. Tollefson



(Nippon Beauty)

CLASS XL -— Collection of three
double peonies, 3 different
Varieties named

1st—Geo. Tollefson (Trumpeter,
Frances Mains, Myrtle Gentry)
2nd—Mr. and Mrs. H, Thomforde
(Red charm, June Giant,
Kansas)
3rd—Ralph Rohde (Kansas,
Mrs. FDR, Duches Nemours)
CLASS XLI—Collection of three hy-

brid peonies, 3 different var-

ieties, named
1st—Ralph Rohde (Walter Mains,
Red Charm, Red Red Rose)
2nd—Loyde Thompson (Dad,
Carina, Red Charm)

CLASS XLIV—Collection of five
double peonies, 5 different
varieties, named

1st—Geo. Tollefson (Trumpter,
Moonstone, Amelia Olson,
Helen Hayes, Gilbert Wild)

2nd—Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomforde
(June Giant, Wilfred Johnson,
Yukon, Queen of Hamburg,
Laura Kelsey)

CLASS XLV—Collection of five hy-
brid, 5 different varieties,
named

1st—Geo. Tollefson (Golden Glow,
Crusader, Choc. Soldier, Diana
Parks, Jean Bockstoe)

CLASS XLVI—Collection of five
single, 5 different varieties,
named

Ist—Ralph Rohde (Fortune Teller,
Sea Shell, Angelus, Crinkle
White, Imperial Red)

CLASS XLVIII—Collection of 10
varieties, 1 bloom each named

1st—Geo. Tollefson (Helen Hayes,
Mrs. FDR, Shaylers Dream,
Ruth Elizabeth, Mary Brand,
Bonanza, Marilla Beauty,
Trumpeter, Oriental Gold,
Kansas)

2nd—Ralph Rohde (Kansas, SB
White, Sea Shell, Judy Beck-
er, H. Wiegell, Mary Eddy

Jones, Lalarraine, Dutchess
de Nemours, Plainsman, Mrs.
FDR)

3rd—Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomforde
(Silverstar, Red Velvet, Kan-
sas, Red Cloud, Sentinel, Tem-
pest, Mrs. Little, Festiva Max-
ima, Ed Flyn, Oklahoma)

CLASS XLIX—Collection of 15 var-
ieties, 1 bloom each, named

1st—Geo. Tollefson (Inspecteur

LaVergue, Jay Hawker, Mrs.

J. V., Edhlund, Hansina Brand,

Bonanza, Phillip Rivoire,

Shaylors Dream, Trumpeter,

Sarah Bernhardt, Alice Hard-

ing, Andrew Muehlie, Hifalu-

tin, Helen Hayes, Mary Brand, -
Mrs. FDR)

2nd—Ralph Rohde (Sea Shell,
Kansas, F Maxima, LaLar-
raine, S. White, S. Bernhardt,

Wiegell, Oklahoma, Judy
Becker, Hargrove Hudson, M.
E. Jones, Mrs. FDR, Plains-
man, Imperial Red, Dutchess
de Nemours)

3rd—Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomforde
(Burma, Red Velvet, Sentinel,
Highlight, Queen of Homberg,
Seedling, Alice Reed Bates,
Ruth Elizabeth, Red Charm,
Anne Bigger, White Eagle,
Seedling of Sea Shell, F.
Maxima, Marina, Big Ben)

CLASS LI—Seedling peony
1st—Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomforde

Mrs. Wallace E. Anderson,
Secretary-Treasurer
[ o W—

Man masters nature not by force
but by understanding. This is why
science has succeeded where magic
failed: because it has looked for no
spell to cast on nature.

Joseph Bronowski
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Introducing: NASSOS DAPHNIS

Nassos Daphnis, whose summer address is 11 Bangs Street,
Provincetown, Mass., winters at 400 West 23 St., New York 10011,
New York, has beccme a member of the American Peony Society.
We all welcome Mr. Daphnis and extend our appreciation to Mr.
William Gratwick, whose courtesy and encouragement has, we

are sure, inspired this new rela-
tionship with the Society.

Mr. Daphnis and Mr. Gratwick
are sharing with us the following
excerpts from Mr. Daphnis recent
contribution to the Tree Peony
Hybridizers Round Robin,

“In 1938 Mrs. William Gratwick
bought one of my paintings from
an exhibition that I had in New
York. The following spring I was
invited to their place at Pavilion,
New York for a couple of weeks.
There was where I first saw a tree-
reony and had the good fortune of
meeting Bill (Mr. Gratwick.) My
first impression on seeing the flower
was one of an artist. How can I cap-
ture their beauty through the means
1 knew best, painting. For the
next three years, till the year 1942
when I went to the army, I paint-
ed quite a few paintings in oils, pas-
tels, and water colors. (A great
number of these paintings are in
the Gratwick collection.)

After the war was over, I came
back. This time it was more inter-
esting to create new flowers than to
paint them as before. From 1946 to
1949 1 did a lot of crosses, crossing
Jap Moutan to Lutea. Both parents
from these crosses were selected for
their good qualities. Stem, color,
form of the flower, substance of
the petals and so on. To-day we
have about 15-20 of this type of
Lutea Hyvbrids—F1's which we think
have a distinction of their own. We
have alvcady named 10 of them.
«pria” (one of the ten) was the
fqut ta.be offered for sale in 1966,

-reek means three and
low flower (3rd plant)

to be crossed and is beautifully
formed with strong stems. It carries
3 buds on each stem which open in
succession. This way it extends its
blooming season for at east 2 weeks
from the first flower to the last. It
blooms at the same time with the
Moutans and is the last to go with
the Lutea Hybrids. Next year we
are putting two more on the mar-
ket. (Hybrids-F1's) “ARTEMIS” is
one (named after my daughter) with
pure yellow and a very big flower,
the other, called “GAUGUIN”, the
most exotic flower of them all. (The
color is like the sun bursting in
flames).

It took 20 years before these
plants were ready to go on the mar-
ket, eight years for the first blos-
som and twelve years to create
enough stock. After 1949 for three
years I was in Europe traveling and
studying art and in 1953 the work
began again. This time when I came
back Mr Gratwick had most of Dr.
Saunders hybrids (F1's) plus 2 F2's
that Dr. Saunders managed to grow.

A F2 (Saunders No. 12788) and
B F2 (Saunders No. 16718). Dr.
Saunders thought at one time these
F2's would be both fertile but they
hadn’t set seed in his nursery and
at last he lost interest. But my in-
terest was stimulated when I saw
the plants and that they were 2nd
generation so I started to investigate
them. Of course my main concern
was to overcome the sterility of the
Lutea Hybrids. The first thing I did
was to investigate the pollen. I
found the pollen of both F2's was
formed and fertile. Then with dif-

ferent diagrams I tried to find which

—10 —
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of the plants were closer related and
possibly more comparable to each
other. I found mainly through my
intuition rather than the diagrams
that the Lutea F1's will be the best
to try even though they are sterile
to about 99%, but not completely.
I made a thorough investigation on
about 50 Saunders F1’s and I found
that few of them have some grains
of pollen that are fertile.

So in 1£53 I used all the pollen
that I could get on all the FI's. To
my astonishment that fall I got 75
sceds. The following year there were
150 seeds. From these seeds we have
atout 100 plants of unusual vigor
and flower. These are the Back
Cross Fl’s (Daphnis BC F1’s.) Now
these plants are fertile. They can
cross themselves, Moutans and they
can be crossed by Moutans.

In my other letter I can explain
al!l the possibilities and all the cross-
es that I have already obtained.
From this kind of cross using the
EC’s we have about 200 plants grow-
ing now. The first ones will be in
bloom next spring.

I have used colchicine in 1956 and

Peonies For Autumn Color
By W. A. Alexander

Peonies are almost always planted for the
The more sophisticated
gardeners may be rather fussy about the type of
peony, or the exact shade of pink or red they are
gitting, and sometimes spacify the season of bloom,

fiowers they produce.

but almost never ask about other
characteristics which may add to, or
subtract from the overall satisfaction
the plant will give. I refer to such
things as vigor and ease of growing,
abundance of bloom, height of plant,
where the first leaves are found,
strength of stems and color of foli-
age.

Cne characteristic I have become
increasingly conscious of as I have
gained experience is Autumn color

1957 on seedlings and on the buds.
I could not find any significant
change in the structure of the plants.
I used different strengths of col-
chocine and found the strong solu-
tion killed the plant and the weaker
solution did not alter the plant
structure.

When the BC’s were about 3-4
years old I noticed that the rate of
growth and the vigorous stem and
the oversized leaves were tremend-
ous and very unusual and not like
any other tree peony in the nur-
sery. I'm sure that some of them
are tetraploids and other polyploids.
With this belief I used a herbaceous
— Saunders, Moonrise — polen on
the same BC’s. Miss Sylvia Saun-
ders informs me that Moonrise is
a tetraploid. From this cross I have
two very nice plants which we be-
lieve to be crosses. Time will tell
whether this is true or not.

I keep all the young plants in
Provincetown till they are 3 Yrs. old
and take them to Pavilion N.Y. to
Mr. Gratwick’s place. I can better
nurse them here during their young
difficult growth.

of foliage. Varieties vary in this re-
spect almost as much as trees and
shrubs of different species. There is
also great variation in color of new
growth in the spring. So, many var-
ieties of peonies give us three sea-
sons of pleasure in addition to their
blooming time: the intriguing color
of their new foliage before it turns
to the green of summer; the trim,
neat bush which can function as a
small shrub all summer long; and

= 9=
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the attractive fall color which dev-
elops along with that of the maples,
Euonymus, viburnums and other col-
orful trees and shrubs.

Few, if any, peonies develop the
brilliant and flamboyant colors such
as the red of the Euonymus, alata or
flowering dogwood, and the bright
yellow of the Norway maple. Peony
foliage is generally softer shades,
less striking and eye-catching per-
haps, but none the less beautiful.
And it persists longer than most
trees and shrubs, often lasting un-
til the foliage is killed by frost. The
most common color among the vari-
eties I have grown is a soft shade of
medium red considerably diluted by
yellow, producing a sort of pastel
effect. The outstanding example of
that color of foliage is ALICE HAR-
DING—one more valuable character-
istic of that grand variety. MIL-
DRED MAY is almost as attractive.

Not all varieties develop color.
Many just stay green, a characteris-
tic we can’t object to; others turn
brown and dry up before frost,
which may detract considerably from
the apearance of the garden during
the fall season. Unfortunately, many
of the hybrids have this fault, but
not all of them; some of the lobata
hybrids stay green up until the last.
But I know of no hybrids that de-
velop any color. Some years ago I
planted a row of seedlings (lacti-
floras) which in due course gave me
a riot of color in flowers of all types,
some fairly good ones. And the vari-
ation in fall foliage color was almost
as great as plant and flower varia-
tion. It ran the gamut from light,
clear yellow through reds and pinks
softened with yellow to dark red-
purples such as we often see in
swecet gum leaves or the leaves of
Viburnum carlcephalum. I was
tempted to propogate some because
of their attractive fall foliage color
~ven though the flowers were no
nod. There is variation in tree peony
oliage also, but in my limited ¢xper-

ience, fewer seedlings develop attrac-
tive color. However, I know that
some named varieties do have good
fall color. Perhaps some of our tree
peony friends can give us authentic
information about this matter.

Some kinds (lactifloras) develop
only a hint of color on the top leaves
which have the greatest exposure to
the sun, usually a red-purple like
that mentioned above. Such color
contrasting with the dark green gives
a most attractive effect, but one that
may be missed unless one-isfairly
observant. MATTIE LAFUZE is a
variety which develops such color.
My observations have been rather
casual and I have not taken careful
notes, but I remember the following
varieties as developing more or less
attractive color in varying degrees:
FESTIVA MAXIMA, VICTORY,
MYRTLE GENTRY, LILLIAN
WILD, NANCY NICHOLS, MOON-
STONE (not much color, but still an-
other plus for this grand variety),
CATHY ANN, PICO, PHYLLIS
KELWAY, ALICE REED BATES,
BREAK O DAY, MIGHTY MO,
HARRY L. SMITH and LOWELL
THOMAS. The last named has a fine
flower and unique foliage, but grows
poorly for me.

No doubt there are many others,
probably others in my own planting
which I can not now recall. I intend
to take precise notes in the future.I
hope that other growers will give
this matter serious attention so that
we may build up a fund of exact in-
formation. No doubt there will be
variations from one season to anoth-
er in the development of fall color
just as there is in trees and shrubs,
caused by variations in temperatures
and moisture. That we need to know
more about. Attractive color in Aut-
umn foliage is a bonus quality we get
with some varieties. In my opinion,
it 1s of sufficient value to be con-
sidered in choosing varieties, and to
bo a factor in any rating scheme we
misht develop.
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GARDENS GALORE!

Mrs. Herman E. Emig, our Peony
Personality in the September 1967
Bulletin wrote us that “If only peo-
ple would invite others to see their
peonies, the world would soon profit
by it as seeing is wanting! Mrs.
Emig has around seventy varieties
in her garden and she noted that
people really were thrilled to see
them . . . “There aren’t many peo-
nies in Columbus, but from now on
I'm sure there will be plenty of
them,” she wrote.

We are delighted to know that
Mrs. Emig has recovered from her
collapse in July and that by late
October she had started again to
further her gardening. While she
is too modest to say so, we happen
to know that there will be thous-
ands of her plants blooming all
over Ohio in 1968, for she has been
most generous in sharing her plants
with others.

If everyone, or even half of our
membership would, if possible, open
their gardens as Mrs. Emig has
done in the past, how true it would
be as she said, ‘“the world would
soon profit by it as seeing is want-
ing!”

Blessings on you Mrs. Emig and
your fine husband who has been so
understanding and avpreciative of
your appreciation of beauty! !

——)

WICHITA FALLS
COUNCIL FLORARAMA

FLOWER SHOW

The annual Wichita Falls, Coun-
cil Florarama Flower Show will be
held April 20 and 21, 1968 in Wichi-
ta Falls, Texas. Mrs. Hal G. Mason
is serving as Executive Chairman of
the Show. The American Peony
Society will again provide our Cer-
tificate of Merit awards in conjunc-
tion with the American Rose So-
ciecty and the American Iris So-
ciety.

Binders

Are Available

Are you interested in pro-
curing a Binder for your APS
Bulletins? We can obtain a
a multiple tailor-made binder
to hold 16 issues (4 yrs.) of
our publication. The Binder is
made of heavy weight virgin
vinyl, electronically sealed
over rigid board, equipped
with a clear label holder ex-
tending 234” high from the
bottom of the backbone, round
cornered, fitted with a 2” mul-
tiple mechanism and 16 thin
wires. The front cover and
backbone will be stamped or
screened with the name of the
Society in gold, silver or a
color.

We must know how many
of you would purchase the
binder at $3.50 each before
we can enter into a commit-
ment.

Please write us as soon as
possible if you are interested
in purchasing such a binder
or binders for the number of
replies will determine wheth-
er or not we will enter into
an agreement with the Com-
pany offering to provide these
for our members.

1968 Exhibition
and Meeting

Wwill Be Held In
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
June 21st, 22nd, 23rd

Put These Dates On
Your Calendar!

— 13 —
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FREDERICK CLAUDE STERN:

Christmas brought a major addi-
tion to my library: F. C. Stern’s
book, A Study of the Genus Pae-
onia. This is a big 11% x 15” book
with heavy, blue binding, dozens of
detailed sketches of leaf and carpels,
plus 15 beautiful full-page color
plates by Lilian Snelling. Are you
growing P. Anomala var. Inter-
media? P. Mlokosewitschi? P. Bak-
eri? After reading Stern’s book and
viewing the color plates you’ll want
these and other species in your
garden.

Publication was subsidized by the
Royal Horticultural Society with
the help of bequests from two mem-
bers of the society. It is obvious
that no expense was spared and no
corners cut by the publishers. It is
now out of print, available only
from antiquarian booksellers.

With the death of Sir Frederick
on July 10, 1967, the nerve center
of Genus Paeonia moved closer to
America. This is where the action
is.

THINGS SCIENTIFIC:

Still far in the future, but no
longer in the science-fiction cate-
gory—tailor-made genes for plants
are definitely possible. Discoveries
made by molecular biologists in
1967 do point up difficulties faced
by plant creators of the future.
Chemical evidence now confirms
the production of genetic messages
in the cytoplasm outside the nu-
cleus, as well as in the cell nucleus
itself,

TREE PEONIES

By Leo J. Armatys

In times of stress, search out a tranquil re-
treat. Almost any quiet garden is a made-to-order
sanctuary. And remember, a tree peony grouping
is the cornerstone of many a quiet garden.

PAUL GAUGUIN:

Paul Gauguin was a pioneer of
modern art. He left his native
France for the South Seas to escape
the burdens of civilization. Before
his death in 1903, Gauguin turned
the color corner. The effect on art
and artists was prompt and predict-
able.

Gauguin used strong vivid colors,
“hot” colors—the primary colors
and their derivatives; unmixed col-
ors wherever possible. His paint-
ings weren’'t so much copies of life
as they were lively creations.

Appreciation of Gauguin’s works
shows no signs of slackening. One
sold for over $300,000 in 1960. His
Ia Orana Maria was reproduced on
the January 1962 cover of Popular
Gardening. Last October, McGraw-
Hill featured Gauguin’s paintings in
its Color Slide Program of the
Great Masters. Then, on November
21st, he was the subject of an hour-
long CBS-TV Special. And now he
has a worthy namesake!

Another GAUGUIN is waiting in
the wings! There is reason to be-
lieve it will match the brilliance
and serenity portrayed by the ar-
tist whose name is bears. We do
know that GAUGUIN is a sturdy
plant with multi-color blooms. It
is one of the Daphnis hybrids—the
great new race of tree peonies en-
visioned by William Gratwick years
ago when he guided his plant
breeding program into the F2 and
F3 generations.
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tomation, and many other fields to
enable Man to assume an increas-
ingly God-like role in His affairs.

The ominous rpredictions are
backed by such breakthroughs
(some of them theoretical — but
these have an uncanny habit of
materializing) as the creation of
machines that can reproduce them-
selves; the creation of synthetic
brain cells capable of “remember-
ing” and performing “intelligent”
functions; direct control of emo-
tional and mental states through
chemicals and radio waves; asexual
reproduction of higher animals
(this one’s not a theory!); ability to
communicate instantly and direct-
ly to every point on the globe;
ability to simulate future events
and predict the future; and many
other strange (and frightful) things.

Will there be no more room for
mystery in the world? Will there
be no work left for artists, poets,
philosophers? Will the miracle and
the magic of life crumble into hum-
drum routine knowledge, such as
adding 2 and 2?

Doubt it! Similar predictions
were made in the 18th Century,
when it was believed that, since the
basic laws of nature had been dis-
covered, it would be a matter of
time only that nature would reveal
her last secret. Well, nature prov-
ed so unwilling to give up her se-
crets that at the turn of the 20th
Century many laws of nature had
to be changed. With the new way
of looking at nature, did the num-
ber of unrevealed secrets decrease?
No—they multiplied beyond calcu-
lation. But scientists are an opti-

There Will Be Tree Peonies

; By Anthony J. De Blasi
! There is a growing number of members of
; the human race who bzlieve that Man will one
 day be in full control of himself and of his en-
vironment. Prognosticators of the 2lst Century
tell us that there is enough afoot in genetics,
ecology, communications, electronics, physics, au-

mistic bunch. Not many years ago,
it was reported that science was
at last on the verge (measured in
months) of “breaking” the genetic
“code of life.” The way life was
“put together” would now be in
the palm of Man’s hand! Well, we’ve
not heard much about that research
since.

If science were to take up, item
for item, the list of unexplained
phenomena in the world — even
putting aside its normal work —
there would not be time enough in
the universe for all the scientists
of the present and the future, work-
ing around the clock, 365 days a
year, to put a dent in that list!

Let’s face it. The scientific door
to the truth about the world is only
one of many doors, To the extent
that the scientific journey extends
Man’s knowledge, inspires his ef-
forts toward a better and more
fruitful existence, we have praise
for travellers along this road. But
those who follow the scientific path
ignoring all other roads and acting,
in fact, as though matters of the
spirit, the heart, love, beauty, and
humanity did not exist, must, in the
end, accept defeat. For “the world
is bigger than a bread-box,” and to
date science has not been able to
break the bread-box barrier.

So have no qualms about the 21st
Century—there will still be tree
peonies blooming at that time, per-
haps some you have yourself plant-
ed. Hopefully our offspring will be
there to enjoy them and continue
humanity’s experience of the mir-
acle, the mystery, the magic, and
the joy of creation.
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SOME ASIATIC PEONIES

(CONTINUED FROM VOL. III. p. 243)
By A. P. Saunders

There is a group of forms from
Western China to which several
specific names have been attached;
but it looks as if they might all
ready be variants of one species.

P. Veitchi was at first referred
by Kew to P. anomala, but was later
recognized by Lynch as distinct.
Then came P. Woodwardi, which is
certainly close to P. Veitchi and per-
haps no more than a variety of that
species. P. Woodwardi is different
in colour, blooms a week or ten
days earlier, and has its young
shoots differently coloured. But
later in the season the two plants
are almost indistinguishable; and
their compatibilities in cross-breed-
ing experiments are, so far as I have
gone, practically the same. P. Wood-
wardi is a much more attractive plant
than P. Veitchi, mainly because the
flowers of Woodwardi are of a
charming rose-pink colour, whereas
those of Veitchi are of a magentaish
deep pink. Mr. Amos Perry, who
has raised a large batch of seedlings
of Woodwardi, tells me that it is
extremely variable, yielding occa-
sionally very beautiful and distinet
forms. An American correspondent
reports a white-flowered form as
having apgpeared in a small group
of seedlings.

The third plant in this group is
P. Beresowskyi. This plant is found
in the same general region as the
two preceding, namely, the western
borderland of China, between China
and Tibet. Farrer found plants of
this group in the mountains of that
di-trict, but did not distinguish be-
tween them. He speaks thus: “Sp.
67 (?Beresowskyi) abounds betweoen
S and Q060 feet on the alps of

Thundercrown and Satanee—not a
wosdlacd plant bat loving  grassy,
v dells and glades on the open
oo It s in my eves a ospecies of

Google

singular charm and delightfulness;
it has voluminous and lucent foliage
and stems of 12 to 20 inches, carry-
ing several flowers in all sorts of
clear and clean tones of rosy pink,
light or dark, with a golden eye
of stamens, and so intoxicating a
fragrance of roses that all the hill
bscomes a rose-garden blossom in
May and June”, (English Rock Gar-
den, vol. ii, Appendix, p. 589). I
notice that in the recently published
book on the plant introductions of
Reginald Farrer the Species No. 67
is referred to P. Woodwardi. I have
had a plant under the name P.
Beresowskyi in growth for several
years, and last year it bloomed for
the first time. In general character
the plant is certainly very near to
Woodwardi, and in the colour of
the flower the two are also scarcely
distinguishable; but Beresowskyi
came into bloom about a week later
than Veitchi, which would be nearly
two weeks later than Woodwardi.
This may, of course, have been due
to the fact that the plant was
blooming for the first time; yet I
notice that in the early days of Ap-
ril, Woodwardi was shooting up
strongly, whereas Beresowskyi had
not yet appeared above ground.
Taken all together, I think the evi-
dence suggests the existence here
of a species which had not yet
“settled down”. Farrer’s description
indicates considerable variation in
colour among the plants which he
saw, and which we may presume
were all of the same species; and
this is confirmed by the experience
of Mr. Amos Perry. But this is not
all. Major Stern, in the article al-
ready mentioned, gives the height
of Veitchi as about 40 inches, where-
ax Woodwardi is given as being
about 1 foot high. Lynch's original
description of  Veitchi  gives its
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height as 2 feet, which is a very
different matter from 40 inches.
However, an article in the Garden-
ers’ Chronicle for June 18, 1927,
describes Veitchi as being 2-3 feet
high. I have never seen any botan-
ical description of P. Woodwardi,
but, Major Woodward, who knew
the type plant, said of it in a let-
ter to E.H. Wilson: “It differs
from Veitchi in that it flowers ten
days to a fortnight earlier, is rosy
pink, whereas Veitchi is a darker
red, and the leaves of Veitchi are
a shining green, those of Woodwardi,
especially on some plants, being of
a bronzy hue at first’. He says
nothing of any marked difference
in height, which he could hardly
have failed to mention if one of
them had been three times as tall as
the other, or even twice as tall. With
me both plants are of the same
height, namely, about 1 foot as they
stand; but, as the stems are arching,
their actual length would be from
112 to 2 feet. Does not all the evi-
dence point to the existence here of
a group of plants of one species or
of several, in which colour, stature
and season are so variable that no
sharp specific lines can be drawn?
With regard to the fragrance of
Woodwardi, so vividly described by
Farrer, I must say that the plant as
it grows with me has no noticeable
odour; nor do I detect any smell in
Veitchi, though it stands recorded
(The Garden, vol. Ixxiii., p. 542;
1909) that “owing to the peculiar
smell possessed by the plant it is
known in China by a native name
which means ‘stinking moutan’,”
i.e. stinking Peony. Perhaps, then,
variable in odour as well as in sta-
ture and in colour.

Spread over parts of China and
in Japan and in Korea is a group of
forms, all at least related to each
other, to which the following names
have been attached:—

In Japan: P. cbovata in its two
forms, rosea and alba. P. japonica.

Google

In Korea: P. oreogeton.

In Western China: P. obovata alba.
and P. Willmottiae.

P. obovata is the native wild Pe-
ony of Japan, and occurs in both
pink and white forms. Farrer says
of the variety alba: “The Japanese
obovata whose pearl-white goblets
I remember above Shoji is a jewel
quite outside any condemnation”
(Alpine and Bog Plants, p. 53). I
have not yet bloomed this plant,
but I have seedlings coming on
in various stages of maturity. Seeds
of P. obovata may be had from
Japanese seedsmen.

P. japonica (Miyabe and Takeda,
Gard Chron,, 3rd ser. vol. xlviii,
p. 366 1910).—This seems to be a
renaming of P. obovata alba, the
native white form of the Japanese
wild Peony; while P. oreogeton
(Baker and Moore, “Contributions
to the Flora of N. China”, F. Linn,
Soe., vol. xvii; 1880) appears also to
be at least closely related to the
same plant.

Coming now to Western China, we
have two plants, or at least two
names, P. obovata and P. Willmot-
tiae. I have bloomed the former of
these, and a most beautiful plant
it is. My plants of this obovata alba
came from Allgrove in England, who
has continued the strain grown in
Veitch’s nursery and derived from
seed sent home from Western China
by the late William Purdom in 1909,
The foliage of this plant is so dis-
tinct that, once seen, it could hardly
thereafter be forgotten. The leaves
are laid out with a peculiar flatness,
and have a very handsome dull red-
dish-kronzy colour; indeed, .they
logk as if they might be of bronze.
The flowers are of an absolute
whiteness such as I know of in no
other Feony; and the whole plant
possesses a quality of distinction
which casts my young Japanese
plants quite in the shade.

P. Willmottiae (“Dr. Stapf in
Beot. Mag., vol. cxlii, T. 8667, made
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P. Willmottiae a distinct species; he
regarded P. obovata, Maxim, as its
nearest ally”’—communication from
Kew).—Whether this plant is really
distinct from the P. obovata alba
from the same region can only be
finally determined by observations
on the two plants growing side by
side. I have as yet no plants of P.
Willmottiae. But the late E. H. Wil-
son, who knew Chinese and Japa-
nese plants as few have known them,
made to me the following statement
regarding this group a few months
before his death: “There is one
species native to Japan, P. obovata
and its white form P. obovata alba,
which seems to be the same as P.
Japonica. There is also a Korean P.
obovata which is larger and hairier
(P. oreogeton). Then, in Western
China, there is P. Willmottiae or
P. obovata alba. I consider these
two identical, but the plant is a
very distinct species from the P.
obovata alba in Japan. The plant
from Western China is a larger and
far superior plant.”

It should be added that Fedde
(Repert. nov. spec. regni vegetab.,
1913, pp. 319-320) gives P. japonica
as a good species, distinct from P.
obovata alba, while Matsumura (In-
dex plant, Jap.) gives oreogeton as
a synonym of P. obovata. And there
the matter rests at present.

It is most desirable that all these
plants should be brought together
so that they may be studied side by
side, not alone as to their visible
chara:ters, but also as to their be-
haviour in cross-fertilization experi-
ments with other species.

We come now to a species native to
Northern China and Siberia which
has had a rather special history.
This is Paeonia albiflora, also called
Paeonia sinensis, the remote ances-
tor of that great race of garden
plants which we call Chinese Peo-
nies. What 1s one to say of such a
plant? Once a modest wild flower,

it is now one of the glories of our
spring gardens, a florist's flower
grown by hundreds of acres in
America, a fancier’s specialty, and
a plant of which tens of thousands
of seedlings are raised every year
in the hope of finding some new
variation that will bring fame or
profit to its originator.

It seems strange that this wild
plant should have been capable,
without, as I believe, any intercros-
sing with other species, of giving
rise to the thousands of named vari-
eties which cumber the lists of Pe-
ony specialists to-day. But it must
be remembered that the plant was
widely cultivated in China a thou-
sand years ago and that when
introduced into Europe about the
beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury, it already existed in China in
at least a hundred distinct varieties.

You in England do not specialize
so much in the Chinese as we do in
America. With us, besides its gen-
eral use in gardens, it has become
a very popular florist’'s flower, and
the cut flower trade absorbs hun-
dreds of thousands of Peony blooms
every year. There is an immense
demand for Peonies for the so-called
Memorial Day trade. This falls on
the 30th of May, and is a national
holiday in commemoration of the
men who fell in the civil war. Graves
all over the country are then pro-
fusely decorated with flowers, and
cut Peonies for that purpose are
bought in enormous quantity.

But of the Chinese Peony as a
cultivated plant I do not wish to
speak. The primitive species should
be my theme; but that plant is rare
in cultivation, and I have never seen
it in bloom. I believe that I now
have it in my collection, and I pre-
sume it is not materially different
from the many single-flowered plants
which appear in a batch of seedling
Chinese Peonies. Farther than that
I cannot go at present.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK . ..

Delays in distribution distress
your Editor more than anyone of
you know and we want each and
everyone to know how deeply we
appreciate your understanding and
loyalty. We certainly will try, with
your help, to have the Bulletin in
your mailbox earlier in 1968.

Our Bulletin is going out to hun-
dreds of members in all states of
the United States, the provinces of
Canada and eighteen Foreign coun-
tries. Our Treasurer is making the
plea that the first thing we can
do is pay our dues promptly for
as he states “Our Society is no
different from the Church, the phil-
anthropical and service organiza-
tions as well as the social bodies
that we all support.”

The Board of Directors and of-
ficers need to know how to plan and
planning is based upon income and
support that comes early in the fis-
cal year.

We are appealing to you not only
to send in your membership dues,
if you have not already done so,
but to try to obtain one or two or
more new members. Why not loan
your Bulletin to a gardener who
may note the interesting articles
prepared by real peony growers.

Your Board of Directors are en-
deavoring to give your Society the
place it so richly deserves, it being
the oldest of like societies. We all
know that the Peony is our most
permanent perennial.

5 & % %

Business meeting discussions

have centered around the reports

of mounting costs including mailing.
We are indebted to Mr. Fred Balt-
zell, publisher for his patient un-
derstanding of our challenging posi-
tion, but we know too, that printing
costs are going upward for him.

Consequently, the March Bulle-
tin will contain a statement indicat-
ing a further discussion of dues at
the 1968 annual meeting. Your Di-
rectors have been faced with this
problem over the years. At the
June meeting it was suggested that
a man and wife might have a mem-
bership designed for them which
would give the Society increased
revenue. However, the voting priv-
ilege would be limited to the one
address.

The affairs of your Society are
in the hands of a Board of Direc-
tors who represent regional and
area groups, making the Peony
Society a representative organiza-
tion.

Cur office space, furniture (ex-
ception of one filing cabinet) and
all utilities are being donated. The
salary of the Secretary-Editor is
the nominal sum of $750 per year
before deducts. With a growing
membership and our desire to give
you an even better Bulletin, includ-
ing more pictures which many have
requested, it is not feasible to as-
sume that we cannot much longer
ignore the possibility of coming to
some decision regarding income.
We welcome your suggestions that
they may be placed before the
Directors during their discussions.

JANUARY

What miracle of wierd transforming

Is this wild work of frost and light,

This glimpse of glory infinite?
—John Greenleaf Whittier

FEBRUARY

The February sunshine steeps your
boughs

And tints the buds and swells the
leaves within

—William Cullen Bryant
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OUR READERS WRITE . ..

CANADA
Edmonton, Alberta

Keith F. Elcombe, 11539 — 78th
Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada,
a new member of the American
Peony Society, sent his request for
membership through “Horticulture”.
He is interested in the Species and
single Hybrids. Writing us this win-
ter, Mr. Elcombe stated his garden
was well covered with two ft. of
very soft and white snow and the
temperature—17 degrees below.

It is our hope that our associated
members will write Mr. Elcombe
and share with him your knowledge
of the species and single hybrids.

* & % &

Province of Quebec

Ian C. Morgan, “Skunkhollow”, 170
Senneville Road, Senneville, Quebec
has become a new member of the
American Peony Society and when
sending his check for dues stated,
“l am trying to continue the collec-
tions of my late father, F. Cleve-
land Morgan, who was a member
of the Society.”

We welcome Mr. Morgan and
know those members who knew his
late father, will be glad to know
the collections will be continued.

*T % 5w

Sarnia, Ontario

Ralph Giff, 189 Cecil St., Sarnia,
Ontario, wrote this about the prob-
lem he had been having with P.
Reine Ehzabeth and about which
he submitted articles for past pub-
lications of the Bulletin, Mr. Giff
stated he thinks he huas conquered
his problem and is submitting an

article for the March Bulletin! He
<tated he has also instigated a rather
bold  experiment in Tree  Peony
crafting which, o far, appears very
encouraving. He promises that if all
coes well he will make an initial

epoct In the eariv o part of the com-
n2 osummer. provided all coes well!

We wish him luck!

> ¢ %

ILLINOIS

Joseph A. Staudenbauer, 116 S.
Owen Street, Mount Prospect, Il-
linois 60056 stated when enclosing
his check for dues for 1968 and 1969
“—QOur winter is mild and I am look-
ing forward to an early spring. I
feel great in the peony business
after 48 years growing peonies as
a commercial crop both in the south
and the north. Our root business
is good . . . ..

NEW JERSEY

Mrs. John E. Ekmer, Jackie Drive,
RD 1, Hackettstown, N.J. 07840
stated “Have tried many times over
the years to grow peonies but with-
out success, in different areas, and
would be very happy to try again
to see what happens. Thought I
carried out instructions but evident-
ly something wasn’t done right.”

Who will help Mrs. Ekmer?

s % & *

NEW YORK

Mrs. Hazel Rowley, 56 Jefferson
St., Warsaw, N.Y. 14569 a new mem-
ber of the American Peony Society,
has become very much interested
in peonies and is interested in con-
versing or corresponding with others
in western New York area regarding
varieties. Mrs. Rowley started with
five varieties last fall.

* & & ©
PENNSYLVANIA

We have two very interested lov-
ers of Peonies living in Drums,
Fennsylvania — Mrs. Michael Lay-
check RD 2, Drums, Zip code 18222
and Mrs. Angeline Tarapsk RD 1,
Edgewood Road, same city and zip
code. Would our members living in
that area like to contact these per-
sons and perhaps they will appreci-
ate the value to be gained by join-
Ing our Society!
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Peonies Bloom

In Salem
By William Bringe

The 1967 season was less than i-
deal. The tree peonies and hybrids
bloomed well. Age of Gold again
displayed its hybrid vigor. A plant
procured from Mission Gardens four
years ago produced more than forty
tawny gold blossoms and was mag-
nificent! Hakushuden and Tana Fuyo
‘were also tine.”

All the hybrids bloomed well.
Flame, Lovely Rose, Laura Magnus-
on, Diana Parks and Red Charm
were especially good.

Late frosts occured after the hy-
brids bloomed. Temperatures of 24
degrees at night and 60 degrees dur-
ing the day on several successive
days raised havoc with the early and
midseason varieties as most center
buds were blasted, stems were short
and crooked. The late bloomers, how-
ever, came through much better and
made up for the dismal display of
the earlier ones. The blooming date
was the latest I can remember.

After all other peonies were gone
Tamate-Boku and Amm Cousins put
on a magnificant late, late show.

So now with the iris and tree
peonies well mulched, I am glad to
forget gardening chores for a few
months. Next season, I am sure will
be better. I am looking forward to
meeting some of the fine people 1
read about in the Bulletin, when I
attend the Milwaukee Meeting and
Exhibition next June.

(Editor’s comment: Mr. Bringe
has sent us the folowing additional
information regarding his use of
Treflon herbicide in Peony and Per-
ennial beds.)

For three years I have experiment-
ed in the use of Treflon for controll-
ing or eliminating weeds in my per-
ennial border and peony field and
have formulated a method and rate
of application which produces better

than 90% control of broad leaf weeds
and annual grasses. Repeated appli-
cations have had no adverse effect on
growth or bloom of any of the
plants with which it has been used.

The initial application was made
after thorough cultivation and re-
moval of weeds. This was done when
the stems were ten inches high so
that hoeing or cultivation would not
cut any unemerged stems, and the
ground was leveled reasonably
smooth with a rake,

The liquid form of Treflon was ap-
plied at the rate of one tablespoon
of Treflon per gallon of water. As
my planting is not extensive, I put
this down with a sprinkling can, wet-
ting the ground thoroughly so that
water could be seen on the surface,
but not so much as to cause pud-
dling. After twenty-four hours the
sprinklers were turned on and about
an inch of water put down. A shallow
tin can is a good guage. This will
carry the herbicide down three or
four inches into the soil.

The solution is applied over the en-
tire bed right up against the stems
of the plants and over the crown.
Shallow cultivation, no more than
two inches, should be practiced. Deep
cultivation will turn up untreated
soil and thus necessitate another ap-
plication which should be avoided,
the object being to apply as little of
the Treflon as will give good control.

One application will last an entire
season. The following spring, after a
good cultivation, the Treflon was a-
gain applied at the rate of two table-
spoons per three gallons of water and
again watered in with the sprinklers.
This was effective for the entire year.

The following spring I again ap-
plied Treflon at the same rate with
the same good results. Next spring I
will not use any Treflon to see if the
carry over from three applications
will be effective for the fourth year.

This method gave about 90 per-
cent control. I would hesitate to use
more to try to approximate 100 per-
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cent control as too much of a good
thing might not be good.

Along with this method it would
be good to practice good weed sani-
tation. Keep all near by weeds cut,
especially those to windward to e-
liminate seeding. Use straw for
mulch, as marsh hay might contain
seeds and be a source of weed infec-
tion, so I found out. After using
marsh hay one fall, I found weeds
growing I had never seen before.

Flants in the borders included all
the usual border periennials and a
variety of annuals which were put
in as bedding plants. Seeds will not
germinate in treated soil. None of
these plants were visibly adversely
effected by the Treflon treatmnt.

(Note: Anyone wishing to write
Mr. Bringe may address him as fol-
lows: William Bringe, 621 N. Youlon,
W. Salem, Wisconsin 54669).

[ %o OBITUARIES —~»o |
_ |

COL. SIR FREDERICK CLAUDE STERN
OB.E, M.C, F.L.S,, VM.H.

“Fred” Stern, as he is known to his innumerable friends, died

cn July 10 after a few days illness, aged 83. Only a fortnight
previously he was at the fiower show in London in the familiar
wheel chair to which arthritis had condemned him for the last
two years of his life. Thus he kept in touch to the last with the

work of the Royal Horticultural
Society which had bzen so dear to
his heart all through his garden-
ing life.

He was a member of the Garden
Society almost {from its inception in
1€20 and in 1926 he succeeded Mr.
Dykes as Honorary Secretary. It
was very fitting that he should
have received his Knighthood in
1956 “for services to Horticulture”,
so wrote the Hon. Lewis Palmer.

A reprint from the Journal of the
Roval Horticultural Society tribute
to Col. Sir Frederick C. Stern sent
us by Mr. Louis Smirnow coupled
with tributes from our own Society
mcmbers will appear in the March
iszue in 1968.

We have written Lady Sybil Stern,
his widow, regarding our having
heard of her dezire to carry on in
her husband's work, and have ex-
tended to her the svmpathy of the
entire  American  Peony  Society
family.

Google

The following letter from the late
Mr. Stern directed to Mr. Leo J.
Armatys, was sent us last spring by
Mr. Armatys. It was our intention
to reprint this letter, together with
other information we were seeking,
in one of our 1968 issues of the
Bulletin,

26th, Feb. 1967
Dear Mr. Armatys,
re Rock’s variety of P. suffruticosa

Thank you for your letter of 16th.
Feb. I have found letters from the
Arnold Arboretum about this
Paeony.

The first letter is from Cleveland
Morgan, head of Messrs. Henry
Morgan of Montreal; a keen gar-
dener and a good friend of mine. It
1s dated May 16th, 1938. He enclosed
Ictters from W. H. Judd of the Ar-
nold Arboretum. Morgan died some
years ago.

The letters from W. H. Judd are
as follows:

Cn 5th May 1938 he writes that



there are two sheets of the Paeony
which was raised by Charles San-
ders gardener to Prof Sargent and
that it was not yet named.

On 6th May 1938 Judd writes that
others who received the Paeony seed
collected by Rock were the Royal
Botanic Gardens of Kew and Edin-
burgh, the botanic Gardens of Ber-
lin and Stockholm; also Prof. Saun-
ders, T. A. Havemeyer, Lionel de
Rothschild and Major Stern (my-
self).

Cleveland Morgan sent me one
small plant in 1938 from Rock’s seed;
this is now growing in our garden
here and is about 6 feet high.

The last letter on this subject is
dated 6th. July 1938 from the Arnold
Arboretum addressed to me, say-
ing that our Paeony is different
from the smaller Tree Paeony, nam-
ed P. suffruticas var. spontanea.
(Journal Arnold Arb.1:193,1920)
which was collected by Purdom in
Shensi. This letter to me is signed
by Alfred Rehder.

I hope this will help you to find
the records. My book ‘A Study of
the Genus Paeonia’ published in
1946 is long out of print. It is pos-
sible that a second-hand copy might
be obtained from Messrs Quaritch,
Grafton Street, London, W.1.

Yours sincerely,
Fred Stern

* % % %

COLBY

We were greatly concerned to re-
ceive word in October from Mrs.
Glen Colby of her husband, Ken’s
serious illness. Mrs. Colby stated at
that time that he was in a good
hospital, good doctors and lots of
friends and her wish at that time
was that he could see the peonies
bloom once more for he loved them
So.

Then the last of December we
received word that Mr. Colby died
December 19th, the diagnosis, can-
cer of the liver. We have asked Mrs.
Colby to write us a Memorium for

the Bulletin, to appear in the March
issue.

Mrs. Colby was elected to mem-
bership on the Board of Directors
of our Society at the 1967 annual
meeting. Mr. Colby’s pride was re-
flected in his appreci~tion of her
election. Mrs. Colby has said she
hopes to see us in June. Like Mrs.
Stern, Mrs. Colby has said she “‘will
carry on’.

® % % &
E. H. LINS

Eugene H. Lins, Cologne, Minn.,
died suddenly Tues., Aug. 22, while
working i1 h's greenhouse at Col-
cgne. Requiem Mass was offered
Friday, August 25th at St. Bernard’s
Church and interm=nt in St. Ber-
nard’s <emetery in Cologne. Pall-
bcorers were his sons.

rugene M. Lins

Mr. Lirs was born May 13, 1894
in Sh2kopee, Minn.,, a son of Mr.
and Mrs. Florentine Lins, nee Aug-
ust Kalish. His parents moved to
Cologne when Mr. Lins was three
years of age.

He was a graduate of the Minne-
apolis School of Business. At seven-
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teen years of age, his father become
paralyzed and he managed the Lins
& Kocher Meat Market, Mr. Kocher
being his brother-in-law. He retain-
ed an interest in this business until
his death.

In 1920 he married Amanda Guet-
tler. This year also he began grow-
ing peonies and gladioli as a hobby
which later became Lins Glad and
Peony Farm. He became nationally
known as a hybridizer and origi-
nator of over forty named peonies
as well as hundreds of gladiolus,
many of them also having gained

national fame.

Mr. Lins was a long time mem-
ber of the American Peony Society
and was doing everything possible
to assist your secretary in the ad-

vancement of public appreciation of
the Peony flower but promoting the
American Peony Society.

Surviving are his wife, Amanda,
thirteen children and 39 grandchil-
dren. It is our understanding the
Lins Glad and Peony Farm will be
carried on by his sons.

COME TO MILWAUKEE IN JUNE

*

Meet Your Advertisers

*

Study The New Varieties Of Peonies

*

JUNE 22nd, 23rd, 1968
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

Handbook of The Peony. 36-page booklet of concise articles on
why, when to plant, care, propagation, culture of peonies of all kinds
including tree peonies, 8-pages, 3 line drawings, 8 black and white illus-
trations. Short lists of varieties and sources included. Price 50c each; 35c¢
each in quantities of 25 and 25¢ each in quantities of 50 or more.

Back Bulletins. Current issues 50c each. Other issues $1.00 each
when available, Send list wanted for quotation on purchase of more than
one Bulletin prior to current year.

Recommended List of Peonies For Planting. 65c each non-members.
Members price 50c. We are forced to raise our price of this pamphlet. This
is due to cost of printing and mailing. Special price if ordered in lots of 25.

Peonies Qutdoors and In. Arno and Irene Nehrling. Hearthside
Press Inc.,, New York. About 300-pages, 100 black and white illustrations
and 11 color plates. Contents similar to those of the Handbook with the
addition of a section of Peonies Indoors, arrangements and how to stage a
show. About 40-pages are devoted to the Tree Peony. Price to members
of the American Peony Society: $4.95 each. To non-members $5.95.

Color Slide Collection. (35-mm slides), about 200 slides of all types,
including hybrid and tree peonies. Rent $5.00. Return Postage must be
paid by renter. Insure for $50.00. Renter supplies projector.

The Peonies. Edited by Dr. John C. Wister and published by Amer-
ican Horticultural Society, 1600 Bladensburg Road, N.E., Washington 2,
D.C,, has over 200-pages and many illustrations. It treats both Tree and
herbaceous peonies. Write direct to American Peony Society Office for
full information.

GIFTS

Birthday Cards: Attractive cards with colored picture of peonies and
verse applicable for any occasion—“Someone’s Thinking of You”—Limit-
ed supply. Twelve (12) Cents each or ten (10) for $1.20.

Note Paper: Three-fold with cover picture—an etching of peonies.
These cards are hand made especially for the American Peony Society by
the artist Avis Tyson, These are in packages of 8 and are Seventy-five
(.75) cents per package.

Party Napkins: We now have a supply on hand for immediate deliv-
ery of white party napkins with pink peonies. Twenty (20) napkins to a
package. Sell for Seventy-five (.75) per package.

Above gifts must be ordered from
THE AMERICAN FEONY SOCIETY
167 W. Main St.

Van Wert, Ohio 45391

Beverage Glasses: Glasses with a beautiful peony etched in white on
each glass. Packaged in sets of eight (8). Order directly from

Mrs. Pharon B. Denlinger
5362 Free Pike,
Dayton, Ohio 45426

Blue Peony China: made by Booths of England. Carried in open stock.
May be ordered from Tiffany & Company, 715 N. Michigan avenue,
Chicago, Illinois 60611, This pattern was selected by young Mrs. David
Rockefeller, daughter of Senator Chas. Percy. Prices include Dinner
plate—$2.15@; Dessert plate—$1.20@;.B/B plate—$1.00@; Tea c¢/s—$2.15@;
Rim soup—$1.65@; Cereal dish—$1.20@. Serving pieces are available.
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1968 EXHIBITION AND MEETING

Will Be Held In
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

JUNE 21st, 22nd, 23rd
Put These Dates On Your Calendar!

-:- Complete Information—Schedule—March, 1968 Bulletin -:-

WE ARE SEEKING TREE PEONY
COLLECTION

or

SURPLUS STOCK BLOOMING SIZE PLANTS

GIVE COMPLETE DETAILS!

Louis Smirnow, 85 Linden Lane, Glen Head P.0. Brookville, L.ILN.Y.

RED CHARM

FINEST PEONY IN ALL PEONY REALM.

Winner of more prizes in Peony Shows than any other PEONY!
Unusual color — fine form — good cut flower
and show bloom — excellent landscape plant

Good grower — medium heighth — strong stem
AVAILABLE AT REASONABLE PRICE

$7.50 each
CLARENCE LINEAU —GROWER-EXHIBITOR

9135 Beech Daly Rd. Detroit, Michigan 48239
GOOD PEONIES LAST A LIFETIME — WHY NOT PLANT THE BEST!

THE ROCKFORD PRESS

“Quality Printing Since 1883”

? AR

4
‘ 7"4'@ PRINTERS — PUBLISHERS
_—

GUARANTEED NEW and USED TYPEWRITERS
and ADDING MACHINES
Phone (419) 363-5971 Rockford, Ohio
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Growers of Cut Flower Peonies over 75 years.

Varieties Tested for Eastern and Southern climatic conditions.

Write for wholesale and retail lists.

J. FRANKLIN STYER NURSERIES

Concordville, Pennsylvania 19331

RIVER DRIVE PEONY GARDEN
PRINCESS MARGARET — COURT OF HONOR —4 YEARS
Home of Moonstone, Mildred May, Dignity,

Lotus Queen and other high grade peonies and iris.
--- WRITE FOR PRICE LIST ---

~Arthur L. Murawska & Sons

8740 Ridge Street River Grove, Il 60171

LINS’ PEONIES

PRICE LIST ON REQUEST

NEW VARIETIES ... NEW COLORS
NEW PRICES

E. H. LINS
Cologne, Minn. 55322

Did You Ever Plant A
‘“BIGGER’’ PEONY ?
PRICE LIST ON REQUEST

MYRON D. BIGGER

201 North Rice Road Topeka, Kansas 66616

ARE YOU INTERESTED

m

BINDERS for your BULLETINS

SEE PAGE 13 —THIS ISSUE
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Hemerocallis
(DAYLILY)

Enjoy this wonderful flower from spring to autumn
frost. Its long blooming season will greatly expand your
garden enjoyment.

Constant improvements in color, size,
habits insure rapid growth of interest in this fine
perennial.

Three quarterly Journals and a large Yearbook are
filled with informative data on varieties, culture, per-
formance and progress. Many Round Robins open teo

form and

participation.

ONLY $5.00 PER YEAR!
Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY

MRS. LEWIS B. WHEELER, SECRETARY
Dept. P. Box 458
Crown Point, Indiana 46307

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .

Basic information on daffodil culture,
types and classification, recommended
varieties, show procedures and places
to buy bulbs.

The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the
Society, just full of information you
should have.

The privilege of attending local, regional
and national meetings.

And new friends all over the USA, all
enthusiastic about Daffodils.

Annual Membershin—S$5.00 Don’t delay. Send your check today to:

MR. GEORGE S. LEE, JR., Executive Director
89 Cichester Rd.
New Canaan, Conn. 06840

Especially For IRIS Lovers!

AIS membership brings you. ..

“What Every Iris Grower Should Know: beautiful free

hawdeook onoall kK nds of irises, their culture, color, awards

aivd dotadls of many AIS activities you can enjoy.
"The Bulletin: each quarterly issue packed with interesting
e plul arteles, variety reports, irig information,
Invitations to join letter robins: choose from over 20 iris
4 subjecis; get to know irisarians in your own area, across
4 tae o+ untry, around the world.
FOUNDED' 4
S “'11 thiz plus local, regional, national meetings, garden
Eneso ours, shows and much mose For only $5 a year.

JOIN US NOW!

The AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY

2315 Tower Grove Avenue St. Louis, Missouri 63110
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SAUNDERS HYBRID PEONIES

FOR GARDENS: Finest colors, particularly
the brilliant salmon and coral pinks.

FOR HYBRIDISTS: Special Strains and Plants
reserved for Breeders only.

SILVIA SAUNDERS
Clinton, New York 13323

PEONIES — IRISES
HEMEROCALLIS

Send 50c for our 82nd Anniversary Catalog
(1967) deductible from first order.

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.
Dept. APS-127
Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

KAY SEE DE LUXE GARDEN MARKERS

New Slizes -:- New Prices -:- Rustproof -:- Weatherproof -:- Permanent
All aluminum heavy guage nameplate, rolled edge. Vinyl coated, stiff wire
stem, offset to reduce turning.

REGULAR SI1ZE 234 x 4” nameplate, 161" stem
dozen, $3.25 25 for $6.25 100 for $19.93

KING BIZE 21 x 4” nameplate, 25” stem
dozen, $4.25 25 for $7.95 100 for $27.50

DWARFIE SIZE 13 x23;"” nameplate, 12" stem
dozen, $2.95 25 for $5.50 100 for $17.50
Bec;;.use of increased postage rates to distant points, please ADD TO ABOVE
PRICES:
If your zip code begins with 0, 1 or 9; doz.—20c 25—3b6c 100—80c
If your zip code begins with 2, 3 or 8; doz.—10c 25—20c 100—50c¢c

FOR PERFORMANCE AND LEGIBILITY, THE BEST I8 CHEAPEST
TOP O’ THE RIDGE 100 NE 81st St. Kansas City, Mo. 64118

TREE PEONY HEADQUARTERS OF AMERICA

Flne collection of Specimen plants now avallable at reasonable prices.

Herbaceous — Hybrids — Species
Home of true yellow herbaceous — new and old.

Send for 1968-69 new Catalogue with 100 colored photos — finest ever issued.
LOUIS SMIRNOW — 85 Linden Lane — Glen Head P.O.
Brookville, L.I. N.Y. 11545
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rhits Peonies
1968 Exhibition ottcindis eones
* pecies an ybr eonies
and Meetln g Lutea Hybrid Tree Peonies
Will Be Held In Japanese Tree Peonies
. . . Tree Peony Seeds
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Free Peony List
June 21st, 22nd, 23rd ATHA GARDENS
Put These Dates On West Liberty, Ohio 43351

Your Calendar! |

ADAMS PEONY SUPPORTS

--- MADE OF STRONG GALVANIZED WIRE -—-
After peonies have bloomed, supports can be
removed and used for bushy late bloomers such as
hardy asters, heliniums and mallows.
The weight that is developed as the plant grows
is readily supported.
T For such plants as Delphinium and Lark-Spur,
we make wire flower supports and for long stake
plants, wire plant progs.
We also make wire trellises and wire fencing loops.
BUY ADAMS KNOWN QUALITY

Manufactured By

THE ADAMS COMPANY
Box 269 -- Dubuque, Iowa 52001

ESTABLISHED 1883

TREE PEONIES

CHERRY HILL STRAINS

...have been grown for MORE
THAN FORTY YEARS and we have
endeavored to maintain our USUAL
FINI QUALITY.

Please send for our catalog listing

the varieties we can furnish

Cherry Hill Nurseries

In case you do not have our complete
(THURLOWS & STRANGER, INC) deseriptive (Cata‘ogue with cultural di-
rections, drop us a card and we will
be glad to send you a copy.

WILLIAM GRATWICK

PAVILION — NEW YORK 14523

We 't Newlury., Mass, 019°5
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THE BRAND PEONY FARMS
--- PEONIES, IRIS, FRENCH LILACS ---

Color Catalogue Sent On Request
FREE

Brand Peony Farms
Box 36 Faribault, Minn. 55021

New Tree Peony Introduction...

STOLEN HEAVEN

Enormous pure white — 11 inch flowers — Japanese
full double with exquisite yellow center — fringed, wav-
ed petals — five rows of large round petals — medium

tall plant — variety of sheer refinement — best white
in our gardens — only one to a customer — 3 year plant
$15.00

Sale of Tree Peony Horticultural Master Pieces
20 year old magnificent specimens.
Special list on request. Supply limited.

Have added several nice varieties to our collection —
Send for free COLOR catalogue of peonies, listing hun-
dreds of tree, herbaceous, hybrids and species — Ameri-
ca‘s tree peony headquarters — home of Oriental Gold,
the only true yellow herbaceous peony.

LOUIS SMIRNOW

85 Linden Lane, Glen Head P.0., Brookville, Long Island, N.Y. 11545

“THE BEST”
--- PEONIES, IRIS AND DAYLILIES ---

Free Price List

Krekler Farms, Somerville, Ohio 45064
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Introducing!
KLEHM’S ESTATE PEONIES

A distinctive new series of patented peonies.
[

ESTATE PEONY — Variety — JAY CEE

Official flower of Elk Grove Village and the
Illinois Jay Cee Organization
Plant Patent 2011-—$3.50 each or 3 for $9.95—Mid-Season Flowering
Lovely red peony—large and double with petal tipped silver
dark green foliage
°

ESTATE PEONY — Variety — VIVID ROSE

$3.50 each or 3 for $9.95—Late Blooming—lovely pink peony
large double—outstanding fragrance—dark green foliage

ESTATE PEONY — Variety — BOWL OF CREAM
Patent Pending—Full double rose type, long-lasting flowers
glistening cream white—outstanding green foliage
adaptable for landscape planting

®
Peonies not patented by us but included
in our Estate list.

ESTATE PEONY — Variety — NICK SHAYLOR

Cream white with varying red candystriping tipping
some of its center pedals—Late season

ESTATE PEONY — Variety — MRS. F.D.R.

Shell—pink color—mid season
°

If you do not know these varieties
Watch for these blooms during the blooming season 1968
Then contact us for fall planting season.

CHARLES KLEHM & SON

KLEHM NURSERY “SINCE 1952”
2 E. Algonguin Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

Press Print, Rockford, Ohio 45882

--32 —

Google



