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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
That was a rather reckless moment there in Milwaukee on June 22nd,

when the Board of Directors asked me to be your President. Thank you,
ladies and gentlemen, for your confidence. I hope I may never betray it.

For my feeling, that was a beautiful Show.
1. ) The peonies were lovely, and because it was cool (even though

not air-conditioned) in those splendid Domes, the blooms held well. Mr.
Marvin Karrels to whom we are indebted for the major part of what
must be the Herculean Labors of putting on a show, was surprised and
pleased to have so many blooms brought or sent. I hope he is now feeling
as I often feel after a colossal effort: if it's a success, you forget the
work, the effort, the terrible anxieties, and remember only the joys, the
happy surprises, the successful outcome.

2. ) The interest of meeting and talking with people you've known
only through correspondence is to me the greatest pleasure of the occa
sion. This time many of us old-timers were made happy at seeing Mrs.
L. W. Lindgren of St. Paul looking well, and so pretty. Then too this meet
ing was notable because of the presence of four of the men who make up
the new generation of serious Peony Hybridists. I speak of Dr. David
Reath, Father John L. Fiala, Roy Pehrson and Sam Wissing. It may sound
like only four, but what a Four! (More about these gentlemen in future
pages).

3. ) We were honored too by the presence of two men highly dis
tinguished in their fields: Mr. John C. Wister of Swarthmore, Pennsyl
vania, and Mr. John E. Voight, Director of the Boerner Botanical Gardens
in nearby Hales Corners. We had hoped until the last minute for Mr.
L. W. Cousins and Mr. Edward Auten Jr., but they did not feel they could
rnake the journey. (More about these gentlemen in future pages).

4. ) Last but not least, the fun of chatting again with the Regulars:
those who come year after year; in some cases they are the backbone of
the Society. I speak of the two Pennells: Catharine and Dan. Tops in their
fields and indispensable to our very existence. And of course there are
others. Welcome to our two new Directors, Roy Klehm and Steve Mold-
ovan. (More about these gentlemen in future pages). I enjoyed every
minute of all of it, and believe this feeling was the general one.

* *

So much for the past. Now to the present and the future. When I got
home, I sat me right down and wrote off to the other twenty Directors
asking for one suggestion from each, as to what aspect of the Society
they feel should be bettered first. Their replies are beginning to come in;
they are most interesting, and already several excellent new ideas have
been put forward.

Then I thought: What about the Members? Here we all are, some 800
or more strong; no doubt many of us have great ideas as to what could
be done to make our Society more progressive; more viable; more larger
(yes, we have to be bigger in order to survive); more constructive, to
do and to read about.

So will you too, please Dear Members, take time out, think of the
One Thing that you feel would most improve the Society, and write me
about it? To answer all of you I cannot promise, especially if, as we hope,
there are many letters. But we do promise to read, and read carefully,



all your replies. Perhaps we'll sort them all out during the winter, and
in later bulletins discuss openly some of the suggestions you'll make. The
Directors are cudgeling their brains. Will you, some of you, cudgel yours,
and then write out one idlea that seems to you uppermost?

We are eager to hear what you are thinking.
Silvia Saunders
President.

Stan Hywet's Worth Visiting
Kate Clapp, Garden Editor, the

Akron Beacon Journal, Akron, Ohio
wrote enthusiastically in one of her
articles about the Stan Hywet's Gar
dens in that city. We are indebted
to Mr. Z. R. Prentice for a copy of
the article. Miss Clapp stated there
are approximately 400 peony plants
including many varieties.
Mr. Prentice told us while visiting

in Milwaukee at the time of our
1968 Meeting and Exhibition, that
Stan Hywet was the old home of the
Frank Seiberling family. Mr. Seiber-
ling was the founder of the Good
year Tire and Rubber Company. The
house is a copy of an English Tudor
Castle built on 93 acres of land in
1909. There are 65 rooms in the man
sion which is furnished as it was
when the Seiberlings lived there.

After the death of Mr. Seiber
ling (at 93 years of age) about
twelve years ago, none of the child
ren wanted the old home. A plan
was made whereby if an organiza
tion could be formed to maintain it
and make it self-supporting in seven
years, the family would deed the
property to that organization. The
Stan Hywet foundation was formed
and now have the deeds to the prop
erty. With the forming of the Foun
dation, nearly all work was done
by volunteers. Mr. Prentice was
asked to put in an iris planting and
there are 362 good iris with only 3
duplicates.
"Four years ago this coming Au

gust," wrote Mr. Prentice, "I obtained
and planted about 400 good peonies.

The first year there was better than
60% bloom. The second year there
was just about 100% and this year
the same percentage but the plants
multiplied and so there were many
more blooms. Lots of rain produced
magnificant plants and blooms.
The soil where the peonies were

planted was reasonably fertile and
a large handful of bonemeal was
placed in each hole before planting.
Then the entire bed was mulched
with shreaded sugar cane. The sec
ond year the soil was roto-tilled then
covered with thin black polyethylene
and sugar cane on top of that. The
purpose of the polyethylene was to
smother the weeds. The sheets are
narrow so that moisture can get
through.
The planting of peonies was made

possible by Mr. Wm. H. Krekler,
Somerville, Ohio, a Director of the
American Peony Society. The retail
value of the planting was in excess
of $2500.00 at the time of planting.
These beds are plotted and next year
name tags will be placed on each
plant. This past June the peony bed
was "literally out of this world as
to size and quantity of blossoms!"
Miss Clapp wrote "Prentice, whose

dedication has resulted in the lovely
peony garden is a former instructor
in our schools. He taught for 38 years
at Hower Trade School. He and his
wife, Esther, have long been interest
ed in gardening and conservation.
Now they are particularly interested
in Junior garden clubs."



THE 63RD
ANNUAL PEONY EXHIBITION

Visitors entering the central lob
by of the famous Mitchell Park Hor
ticultural Domes, Milwaukee, Wis.,
June 22nd and 23rd, 1968, were as
tonished and enthusiastic in expres
sing their enjoyment of the beau
tiful display of PEONIES! Immediate
attention of every visitor was foc
used on the peonies in the Court of
Honor in the center of the lobby in

Selecting Entries
full view of all visitors entering the
two doorways. The staging of prize
winning blooms was unusual. Credit
is given to Marvin C. Karrels, Gen
eral Chairman and Mr. Dee Garri
son whose gold encrusted plaque
denoting the Court of Honor was
secured above the display with green
satin ribbons. Each bloom in an in
dividually wrapped container was
designated by winning gold rosettes
and ribbons and was placed on a
green velvet covered pedestal. The
horticultural display of trees, plants
and shrubs in that area provided the
background.

Louis Smirnow, Brookville, Long
Island, and Harold E. Wolfe, Belie-
also see long step-tables on each side
of each hall and entrance to every
Dome. These tables were covered
with blue sateen and the covered
containers were in a complimentary
color.

Judging Entries
This was the first time the public

was given an opportunity to ob
serve the Judges in action. Opening
and closing hours for the Conserva
tory are set by the Park Commis
sion. Rules established by the A-
merican Peony Society had to be
adjusted to meet those of the Com
mission. Visitors were most courte
ous and stood in awe as the Judges
completed their tasks in the Divis
ions and finally during the Court
of Honor judging.

Judging Court of Honor
Standing in the lobby one could

Wissing Seedling Exhibit
Mr. Frank E. Moots, Newton, Kan

sas, served again as Chief of Judges.
He was assisted by the following
Judges :
Court of Honor: Loyde C. Thom

pson, Grand Forks, North Dakota,



Van Wert, Ohio, E.L. Pehrson, La-
ville, Illinois. Clerk-Mrs. Robert A.
Risen, Grays Lake, 111.

Breeders Display: Marvin C. Kar-
rels, Milwaukee, Wis., Roy Klehm,
Arlington Heights, 111.,Walter Alex
ander, Bowling Green, Ohio, Scott
Vandersall, Pemberville, Ohio, Clerk
-William C. Murawska, River Grove,
Illinois.
Division 1 Section A-Section B:
Frank L. Howell, Newton, New

Jersey, Mrs. Glen Colby, Monroe,
Louisiana, and Willard Barrere, Ak
ron, Ohio. Clerk, Mrs. Harold E.
Wolfe, Belleville, 111.

Section C: Louis Smirnow, Brook-
ville, LI. Myles Neilson, St. Paul
Minn., Miss Silvia Saunders, Clin
ton, New York and Steve C. Moldo-
van, Avon, Ohio. Clerk Mrs. Loyde
C. Thompson, Grand Forks, N.D.
Section D-E: Len Jugle, Elmhurst,

111., J. P. Edwards, Crawfordsville,
Ind., W.G. Sindt, Stillwater, Minn.
Clerk Mrs. W.G. Sindt.
Section F-G: Clarence O. Lienau,

Detroit, Mich., Loyde C. Thompson,
Grand Forks, N.D., CD. Pennell,

fayette, Minn., Clerk Mrs. Delia
Garrison, Milwaukee, Wis.
Section H-I: Marvin C. Karrels,

Milwaukee, Wis., Roy Klehm, Ar
lington Heights, 111., W.A. Alexan
der, Bowling Green, Ohio, Scott Van
dersall, Pemberville, Ohio Clerk
William Murawska, River Grove, 111.

Division III Seedlings and new
Varieties: Louis Smirnow, Brookville,
LI., Frank E. Moots, Newton, Kan
sas; W.A. Alexander, Bowling Green,
O. and Marvin C. Karrels, Milwau
kee, Wis. Clerk Mrs. Robert A.
Risch, Grays Lake, 111.

Division IV: Frank L. Howell,
Newton, N.J., Harold E. Wolfe, Bel
leville, 111.,Mrs. Glen Colby, Monroe,
La., Willard Barrere, Akron, Ohio,
Clerk Mrs. H.E. Wolfe.

Division V Section M: Loyde C.
Thompson, Grand Forks, N.D., Myles
Neilson, St. Paul, Minn., Louis Smir
now, Brookville, L.I. Clerk Mrs.
Thompson.

Division VH Arrangements: Mrs.
Eleanor Frederick, Wisconsin Ac
credited Judge.

COURT OF HONOR
CAROL (Bockstose, 1955) was

accorded the place of honor as
Grand Champion, entered by Clar
ence O. Lienau Lienau Peony Gar
dens, Detroit, Mich. This bloom a
lovely dark red double is an early
hybrid with rose center; grows tall
and has good stems. Registration
states it is a cross of an offocinalis
with albiflora on a 1 F single red
with an albiflora double white or
pink.

Mr. Lienau placed with three other
Court of Honor winners namely
MRS. F.D.R. (Franklin, 1932) Dou
ble pink an early to midseason.
It's size, form and color combine to
make it most attractive. It is con
sidered a good grower and free

bloomer being early to early mid-
season. The extra long, loose petals
are of soft rose color.

EMMA KLEHM (Klehm, 1951) This
is a double, dark pink, very late,
semi-dwarf peony. It is a large,
glowing, very dark pink and foliage
is to the ground.

MOONSTONE (Murawska, 1943)
This beautiful peony is a mid-sea
son bloomer-perfectly formed blush
pink and is especially attractive in
transmitted light.
Marvin C. Karrels', entry of NIP

PON BEAUTY (Auten, 1927) added
to the beauty of the Court of Honor.
This late, deep red Jap peony is
practically free from any objec



tionable cast. The petals, petaloids
and cups of carpels are all the
same shade, the tips of the petaloids
being flushed and edged yellow. This
variety won the Brand Peony Farms
special $100 prize for a new Japanese
variety of special merit and worthy
of introduction.
PICO (Freeborn, 1934) a single

white was entered by Neal B. Van
Loon. This large, single peony with
cupped petals of firm texture has
a full center of yellow stamens. This
is a mid-season bloomer and grows
about 3'. It is a strong plant with

light green foliage and was named
for a mountain peak visible from
the gardens.
Brand Peony Farms, E.B. Tisch-

ler, has a new variety DOUGLAS
BRAND that drew many comments
from the hundreds of visitors, who
when standing and looking at the
flowers endeavored without success
to stretch across the white satin rib
bon fencing to touch and smell the
flowers. A complete description of
this beautiful peony will be carried
later.

Schedule of Aivards
DIVISION 1 Open to all

Section A Certificate Classes

CLASS 1 Twenty-five varieties,
any type; one bloom each in sep
arate containers, each labeled as
to name. Gold Medal Certificate.

MARVIN C. KARRELS: Ginny,
Sensation, Ella Christiansen, Elsa
Sass, Mabel Gore, Mattie La Fuze,
Mother's Choice, West Hill, Minu
et, Nancy Nicholls, Dorothy J.,
Mrs. F. A. Goodrich, Hans P. Sass,
Solange, Florence Nicholls, Blan
che King, Sara Bernhardt, Vic
tory, Madylone, Majestic Rose,
Tondelayo, Heritage, Red Charm,
Diana Parks, Marilla Beauty.

CLASS 2 Fifteen varieties, any
type; one bloom each in separate
containers each labeled as to
name. Silver Medal Certificate.

FRANK L. HOWELL: Princess
Margaret, Kansas, Mattie LaFuze,
Tempest Sea Shell, Le Cygne, Ave
Maria, Mrs. Louise Watts, Alecia,
Dorothy J., Mrs. J. H. Neely, Lot
us Queen, Delorodell, Adolph Rus
sell, Nancy Nicholls.

Section B Three blooms in one
container

Lactifloras (albifloras) only. One
variety

CLASS 3 Double white or flesh.
1st Dorothy J. entered by Mar
vin C. Karrels who also placed

2nd with entry Elsa Sass and
3rd with Victory.

CLASS 4 Double light pink
1st Myrtle Gentry, Brand Peony
Farm

2nd Arlington Federal, Charles
Klehm & Son Nursery

3rd Moonstone, Marvin C. Kar
rels

CLASS 5 Double dark pink
1st Blanche King, Brand Peony
Farm

2nd Dr. L. W. Pollock, Brand Pe
ony Farm

3rd Walter Faxon, Lienau Pe
ony Gardens

CLASS 6 Double red
1st Douglas Brand, Brand Peony
Farm

2nd Tempest, Frank L. Howell
3rd Jay Cee, Charles Klehm &
Son Nursery



CLASS 7 Semi-double white
1st Minnie Shaylor, Lienau Pe
ony Gardens

2nd Marie Lemoine, Brand Pe
ony Farms

CLASS 8 Semi-double other than
white
1st Hoosier Land, Charles Klehm
& Son Nursery

CLASS 9 Doubles, one each, red,
white, and pink
1st Helen Hayes, Ann Cousins,
Jacqueline Hanratti, Lienau Pe
ony Gardens

2nd Pres. F. D. R., Kansas, Mat-
tie LaFuze, Walter A. Alexan
der

3rd Francis Mains, Victory, Sir
John Franklin, Walter A. Alex
ander

Section C Specimen Classes.
One Lactiflora only.

CLASS 11 Double white or flesh.
1st Moonstone, Lienau Peony
Gardens

2nd Dorothy J., Marvin C. Kar-
rels

3rd Solange, Marvin C. Karrels;
Honorable Mention, Mrs. J. V.
Edlund, Neal Van Loon.

CLASS 12 Double light pink
1st 'Pink Cameo, Lienau Peony
Gardens

2nd Susanne, Lienau Peony Gar
dens

3rd Dolorodel, Brand Peony
Farms; Honorable Mention,
Mattie LaFuze, Marvin C. Kar
rels

CLASS 13 Double dark pink, Wal
ter Faxon, Lienau Peony Gar
dens

2nd Emma Klehm, Lienau Peony
Gardens

3rd Dresden Pink, Marvin C.
Karrels; Honorable Mention,
Majestic Rose, Marvin C. Kar
rels

CLASS 14 Double red
1st Jay Cee (Patent 2011), Char
les Klehm & Son Nursery

2nd Douglas Brand, Brand Peony
Farms

3rd Felix Supreme, Lienau Pe
ony Gardens; Honorable Men
tion, Black Velvet, Frank L.
Howell

CLASS 15 Semi-double white or
flesh
1st Miss America, Robert Risch
2nd Garden Princess, Marvin C.
Karrels

3rd Margaret Lough, Lienau Pe
ony Gardens

CLASS 16 Semi-double pink
1st Spring Beauty, Lienau Peony
Gardens

CLASS 17 Semi-double red
2nd Mighty Mo, Lienau Peony
Gardens

3rd Harry L. Smith, W. A. Alex
ander

CLASS 18 Bomb type-any color
1st Snow Mountain, Lienau Pe
ony Gardens

2nd Detroit, Lienau Peony Gar
dens

Section D Japenese type lactifloras
CLASS 19 Collection five varieties,
any color or colors separate con
tainers. Special ribbon award.
1st Terry Grunden, Fugi No
Mine, Kay Tischler, Solo Flight,
Gypsy Rose, Brand Peony
Farms

2nd Neon Gay Paree, Polar Star,
Hari Ai Nin, Onahama, Lienau
Peony Gardens.

CLASS 20 Three blooms white,
same variety in one container:
1st Fugi No Mine, Brand Peony
Farms

CLASS 21 Three blooms of pink,
same variety in one container:
1st Gypsey Queen, Brand Peony
Farms

2nd Gypsy Rose, Brand Peony
Farms

3rd Gay Paree, W. A. Alexander



CLASS 22 Three blooms of red,
same variety in one container:
1st White Cap, Marvin C. Kar-
rels

2nd Dignity, Lienau Peony Gar
dens

3rd Hari Ai Nin, Lienau Peony
Gardens; Honorable Mention,
Mikado, Brand Peony Farms

CLASS 23 Specimen bloom, white:
1st Bute, Lienau Peony Gardens
2nd Faribo Gold, Brand Peony
Farms

3rd Carrara, Neal R. Van Loon;
Honorable Mention, Fugi No
Mine, Brand Peony Farms

CLASS 24 Specimen bloom, pink:
1st Pink Splendor, Marvin C.
Karrels

2nd Gypsy Rose, Brand Peony
Farms

3rd Gay Paree, Neal R. Van Loon
CLASS 25 Specimen bloom, red:
1st Nippon Beauty, Marvin C.
Karrels

2nd Kino Kimo, Brand Peony
Farms

3rd White Cap, Lienau Peony
Gardens

Section E Single type Lactifloras
CLASS 26 Collection of five vari
eties, any color or colors, separate
containers. Special ribbon award:
Imperial Red, Dawn Pink, Sea
Shell, Krinkled White, Mr.
Thim, Lienau Peony Gardens

CLASS 28 Three blooms, pink,
same variety, one container:
1st Sea Shell, Lienau Peony Gar
dens

CLASS 29 Three blooms red, same
variety, one container:
Imperial Red, Lienau Peony Gar
dens

CLASS 30 Specimen bloom, white:
1st Pico, Neal R. Van Loon
2nd Pico, Lienau Peony Gardens

CLASS 31 Specimen bloom pink:
2nd Sea Shell, Lienau Peony
Gardens

3rd Sea Shell, Neal R. Van Loon

CLASS 32 Specimen bloom, red:
2nd Imperial Red, W. A. Alex
ander

Section F Hybrids (inter-species
crosses) and species except lactiflora

and moutan
CLASS 33 Collection of ten vari
eties, one bloom each, hybrids only-
separate containers, each one name-
labeled:
1st Red Charm, Grace Root,
Lovely Rose, Friendship, Belle
Center, Heritage, Requiem, Ca-
reena, Janice, Walter Mains,
Marvin C. Karrels

2nd Luddovica, Red Charm, Ev
entide, Crusader, Alexander
Wollcott, Rose Diamond, Prairie
Moon, Bravura, Diana Parks,
Laura Magnuson

CLASS 35 Collection of three spe
cies or varieties of species, any type,
any color:
1st Carol, Red Charm, Dandy
Dan, Lienau Peony Gardens

2nd Dandy Dan, Walter Mains,
Careena, Frank L. Howell

3rd Firebell, Red Charm, Black
Monarch, Marvin C. Karrels.

CLASS 36 Collection of three semi-
double varieties of hybrids
1st Carol, Lienau Peony Gardens
2nd Cytheria, Marvin C. Karrels
3rd Firebell, Marvin C. Karrels

CLASS 37 Collection of three single
varieties of hybrids
1st Lovely Rose, Marvin C. Kar
rels

2nd Moon Rise, Frank L. How
ell

3rd Golden Glow, Lienau Peony
Gardens

CLASS 38 Specimen bloom-double,
hybrid or species
1st Red Charm, Marvin C. Kar
rels

2nd Red Charm, Dr. David Reath
3rd Carol, Lienau Peony Gardens
CLASS 39 Specimen bloom, semi-
double, hybrid or species
1st Firebell, Marvin C. Karrels

10



2nd Careena, Marvin C. Karrels
3rd Cytheria, Frank L. Howell

CLASS 40 Specimen bloom, single,
hybrid or species

1st Rose Diamond, Dr. David
Reath

Section G Tree Peonies
CLASS 42 Collection of three vari
eties, any type, any color, separate
containers
1st Golden Hind, Dr. David Reath

CLASS 43 Specimen bloom, any
type, any color

1st Hatsu Hinode, Robert Risch
2nd High Noon, Dr. David Reath
3rd Chinese Dragon Dr. David
Reath

CLASS 44 Ten varieties, one bloom,
each, any type, any color. Hybrids
permitted. Separate containers.
1st Illini Belle, Dorothy J. Man-
dyleen, Red Charm, Ella Lewis,
Flame, Kansas, Mother's Choice,
Con v.o y, Mary Nichols.-Dee
Garrison

2nd Vanity, Diana Parks, Friend
ship, Pico, Alice Harding, Norma
Volz, Moonstone, Pink Radiance,

Dorothy J., Red Charm-Robert Risch
CLASS 45 -Three double varieties,
one each red, white and pink, one
container
1st Robert A. Risch
2nd Robert A. Risch
3rd Dee Garrison
Note Judges failed to enter names
of varieties on Judges sheet.

CLASS 47 Three Japanese type va
rieties, any color, one container
1st Faribo Gold, Kay Tischler,
Terry Grunden, W. G. Sindt

2nd Departing Sun, Westerner,
Vanity, Robert Risch

3rd Westerner, Departing Sun,
Rushoorron, Dee Garrison

CLASS 49 Three varieties hybrids
cr species, any type, any color, one
container
lit Diana Faiks, Friendship, Red
Charm, Robert Risch

2nd Lovely, Flame, Red Charm,
Dee Garrison

3rd Moonrise, Gay Cavalier, Pa
triot, W. G. Sindt

Section I Specimens one bloom.
Lactifloras except as noted

CLASS 50 Double white
1st Elsa Sass, Neal Van Loon
2nd Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Neal R.
Van Loon

3rd Ann Cousins, Neal R. Van
Loon; Honorable Mention (tied)
Dr. J. H. Neely, Dee Garrison
and Mrs. H. M. Brand, Loyde
C. Thompson

CLASS 51 Double pink
1st Madylone, Neal Van Loon
2nd Norma Volz, Robert Risch
3rd Nick Shaylor, Robert Risch;
Honorable Mention, Marilla
Beauty, Dee Garrison

CLASS 52 Double red
1st Kansas, Dee Garrison
2nd Laura Dexheimer, Dee Garri
son

CLASS 53 Semi-double, any color
1st (No Name) Neal Van Loon
2nd Illini Belle, Dee Garrison
Srd Elizabeth Huntington, Dee
Garrison, Honorable Mention,
Whistling Swan, Robert Risch

CLASS 54 Japanese type, any color
1st Carrara, Robert A. Risch
2nd Departing Sun, Dee Garrison
3rd (No Name) Neal Van Loon

CLASS 55 Single, any color
1st Neal Van Loon
2nd and 3rd W. G. Sindt

CLASS 56 Hybrid or species, any
type, any color

1st Lovely Rose, Dee Garrison
2nd Diana Parks, Robert A. Risch
3rd Loyde C. Thompson, Honor
able Mention, W. G. Sindt

Division III Seedlings and new
varieties

Section J Seedlings
CLASS 57 Three blooms, one vari
ety that has not been offered for sale y
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but has been divided one or more
times. Must be designated by name,
number or code. One container.
1st Myra Macrae, Brand Peony
Farms Certificate of Merit

2nd 845-D, Klehm Peony Farm-
Certificate of Merit

3rd 910-K, Klehm Peony Farm
Honorable Mention

Honorable Mention Paula Fay,
Orville Fay

Honorable Mention 87-L, Klehm
Peony Farm

Section K Recent Introductions
CLASS 58 Three blooms in one
container. Limited to varieties which
have been named and registered by
The American Peony Society and
have been offered for sale no more
than six years.
1st Sylver, Lienau Peony Gardens

Certificate of Merit
2nd Arlington Federal, Chas.
Klehm & Sons Nursery Certifi
cate of Merit

Division IV Commercial Growers
Licensed Nurserymen Only

Section L Commercial Exhibit
CLASS 59 Collection of not less
than 25 nor more than 50 varieties,
one bloom of each in separate con
tainers, name labeled, any type per
mitted.

1st 47 specimens, Lienau Peony
Gardens:

Ensign Moriarity, Henry Sass, Ne
on, MM De Vernville, Charm, Di
ana Parks, James Pillow, Red
Charm, Miss America, White Cap,
Westhill, Red Charm Supreme,
Mrs. Fern Lough, Emma Klehm,
Mammoth Rose, Nick Shaylor, E.
G. Hill, Golden Glow, Lois Kelsey,
Firebelle, Prairie Moon, Marietta
Sisson, Gay Paree, Elsa Sass, Red
Red Rose, Dresden Pink, Mary
Eddy Jones, Kate Smith, Lienau
Class 60, Dolorodell, Ama No Sode,
Mary Brand, Do Tell, Golden
Bracelet, L u d o v i c a, Krinkled
White, Hari Ai Nin, Ann Cousins,
Sir John Franklin, Suzanne, Le

Cygne, Martin Cohuzac, Alicia,
Cytheria, Snow Mountain, Helen
Hayes.

Division V-Visitors from out of State
Section M Collection

CLASS 60 Five specimen blooms,
any type, any color.
1st Elsa Sass, Bute, Red Charm,
Liberty Bell, James Pillow, Lien
au Peony Gardens.

2nd Red Charm, Princess Mar
garet, Dorothy J., Dorodell, Mat-
tie La Fuze, Frank L. Howell

3rd Names not listed, W. A. Alex
ander; Honorable Mention, Nam
es not listed, Robert A. Risch
Division VII Arrangements

Open To All
Theme: "Dawn of Summer". As stat
ed in the Schedule, Peonies are
appropriate for any room in the
house for any architectural style
or period.

CLASS 62 "Young Moderns" ar
rangement for a foyer of a modern
apartment contemporary style
bold and dramatic staged on ped
estals:
1st Mrs. L. J. Kerber, Hales Cor
ners, Wisconsin

2nd Mrs. Charlotte E. Sindt, Still
water, Minnesota

CLASS 63 "Gardener's Delight" ar
rangement for a living room. An ele
gant arrangement of peonies with
other garden flowers and/or other
foliage.
1st Mrs. Charlotte E. Sindt
2nd Mrs. L. J. Kerber

CLASS 65 "Peonies and Glass" ar
rangement for a Victorian parlor,
using white peonies in a glass con
tainer or urn, or using accessories of
glass-staged on 24" x 36" table
height.
1st not given
2nd Mrs. Charlotte Sindt

CLASS 66 "Simplicity Speaks for
Itself" arrangement for a contemp
orary room featuring Japanese type
peonies, other foliage permitted, al
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so accessories. An arrangement of
peonies with branches and; or foliage
staged on pedestal 42" high, top 12"
x 12 '. Five entries accepted.
1st Mrs. R. V. Marsek, Wauwato-
sa, Wisconsin

2nd Mrs. Charlotte E. Sindt
CLASS 67 "Pairing Off" arrange
ment for buffet to be done in a pair
of containers. Other foliage could be
used.
1st Mrs. Charlotte Sindt

CLASS 68 "Reflections" an arrange
ment in a low container featuring
peonies; other plant material per
mitted. Water areas being part of the
design.
1st Mrs. Charlotte Sindt
2nd Mrs. L. J. Kerber

CLASS 69 "Time for Romance"
function to be named by exhibitor-
example: Luncheon or Tea table for
bride).
2nd Mrs. Charlotte Sindt

CLASS 70 "Kitchen Kaper" ar
rangement for kitchen window sill.
Red peonies in cockery container
other foliage could be used.
2nd Mrs. Charlotte E. Sindt

OUTSTANDING ARRANGEMENT
1st Grand Prize:
Mrs. L. J. Kerber
9930 W. Ridge Rd.
Hales Corners, Wis. 53130

2nd Grand Prize:
Mrs. Charlotte E. Sindt
Rt. 4
Stillwater, Minn. 55082

3rd Grand Prize:
Mrs. R. V. Marsek
607 Bel Air Circle
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53226

Special recognition is given to the
late Dr. Harold Tinnappel, a member
of the Scheduling Committee, whose
thoughtful and dedicated interest in
planning the Arrangement Classes
has been an inspiration to the Sched
uling Committee for the past three
years.

Members Visit
Whitnall Park

One of the highlights of the an
nual meeting and show program in
Milwaukee, was the bus trip to
the Boerner Botanical Gardens,
Hales Corners, Wisconsin. The trip
had been arranged through the
courtesy of Marvin C. Karrels, Gen
eral Chairman of Arrangements.
Charles D. Pennell (Dan) wrote

the following account of the trip.
"Fifteen members made a hur

ried trip through the areas devoted
to peonies, the perennial gardens,
rock gardens and the herb garden.
Mr. John Voigt, Director (and our
banquet speaker) was our host and
conducted the group through quick
ly due to intermittant rain squalls.
Mr. Voigt selected the paths that
would provide the group with the
best knowledge of this type of bot
anical garden one designed to meet
the interests of all people.
Particular attention was directed

to the use of peonies both tree and
lactiflora. They were used with oth
er perennials as well as the beds
where 2 or more plants were label
ed for the benefit of visitors. Only
the late varieties were in evidence,
however varieties were clipped mak
ing the fine foliage plant that peo
nies provide.
Plant material is handled for the

succession of bloom and our mem
bers commented about the group
ings for comparative purposes as
well as the color effect. Truly, days
and weeks should be spent there to
fully appreciate the opportunity res
idents of Milwaukee County have
at their disposal.
Being in municipal government,
I was impressed by the test plots
for grasses; the planting of trees
about the parking lots to serve as
test plots for trees to be used by
home owners and sub-developers!
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Presentation Speeches for the
Saunders Memorial Medal

Milwaukee, June 22, 1968

Mr. Pennell, Distinguished Officers
of the American Peony Society, Hon
ored Guests and Friends: This is the
first year that the A. P. Saunders
Memorial Medal has been awarded.
As you may imagine, it is a particu
larly happy occasion for me, and I
hope it may prove so for our Ameri
can Peony Society. The story of how
this medal came into existence was
published in the March issue of the
Peony Bulletin where many of you
have seen and read it. For the bene
fit of those who have not, may I
outline it briefly and quickly.
Very soon after my father's death

in 1953, Mr. L. W. Cousins of London,
Canada, first had the idea of a Saun
ders Memorial Medal. A Committee
was appointed and met for several
years. But it soon became apparent
that very little if any serious hybrid
izing was going on at that time. No
hybrids of any note appeared, and
finally the matter was laid aside and
the medal forgotten.
This went on for several years.

Then a very curious thing began to
happen: Peony Hybridists began to
make their appearance. They come
my way because I had the good luck
to inherit a "kennels" of fancy hy
brids, each of which, like a champ
ion poodle, has its parentage, and
the papers to prove it. So, each year,
new men would turn up who were
interested in peony breeding. Then
Dr. David Reath appeared on the
horizon. The peony horizon, at any
rate. He had been working on the
Iris, and had belonged to the Iris
Round Robin. Then later he had
founded the Dwarf Iris Round Rob
in. But Iris propagate themselves so
fast, he said, that he felt they were
"pushing" him, so he turned to the
peony, which takes a leisurely five

or six years to a generation. So Da
vid Reath in 1963 founded the Peony
Round Robin, and right away there
were twelve members all special
ists in hybridizing. Too many. The
long detailed letters from so many
men slowed up tne Robin's voyage
round the circle. Once the Robin got
lost, but David made a new one and
started that one on its way. Now
there is also a Tree Peony Robin, I
understand.
It seems to me most curious that

there should once again be a "wave"
of peony breeding. This hadn't exis
ted since the 1930's my father's
great hybridizing years; the great
hybridizing years of Mr. Auten, Mr.
Glasscock, Mr. Bockstoce, Mrs. Free
born, and the others. And in such
a short space of time: before 1960,
almost nobody. By 1963, a dozen!
These men are all geneticists,

which wasn't true at all in my fath
er's day; all their talk is of tetra-
ploids, unreduced gametes, pheno-
typic homozygosity, and the like. So
you see the Peony Hybridizing
World has suddenly, overnight, be
come a tremendously exciting place.
So obviously the matter of the

Medal was bound to crop up again,
and just a year ago at the Peony So
ciety Meeting in Detroit, our Direc
tors voted that the specialist mem
bers of the Robin should make a re
commendation of someone for the
Medal, and then the Society would
make the actual award.
Now if you are in on the discus

sions of a Medal Award group,
you very soon realize, as we did, that
there are already a number of a-
wards given to men who exhibit pe
onies and almost no awards at all
for the men who have created peon
ies, or made other kinds of contribu
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tions to the peony. For there are oth
er contributions, and important ones,
too.
What about the man who journeys

into Western China, and comes out
with a wild tree peony with yellow
flowers which later becomes the par
ent of an entirely new race, the yel
low-flowered tree peony hybrids.
Without that man, those yellow hy
brids could never have come into ex
istence.
What about the man who alters

the chromosomes in a peony? This is
a complex process, involving a scien
tific education combined with great
stick-to-it-iveness. So that that new
ly chromosomed peony can then be
crossed with certain other peonies;
a cross which had been attempted,
had failed, and had finally been a-
bandoned as impossible. That man
opens up new territory, I am sure
you will agree.
What about the man who makes

careful and exact records of all that
is known about peonies up to that
time? Accurate botanical descriptions
of each one; the stories of how they
were discovered or originated; per
haps correcting mistakes in older re
cords; finally seeing that all this in
formation is properly published, so
that you and I may readily obtain
it. Without this man, the work of the
plant breeder would be enormously
more complex and difficult; enorm
ously more subject to error.
What about the man who founds

and maintains a great public garden,
in which, in addition to the old, he
grows all the new peony introduc
tions, as they appear, so that not on
ly the lay public but plant specialists
may see and study them. This man
performs a great service to the men
working on peonies.
So the Saunders Medal, which fif

teen years ago started out to be an
award for a new hybrid peony, will
now be awarded "for outstanding
contribution to the advancement of

the Peony".
My father was a man of very

very high standards, especially in
matters that he felt were important.
Dress was not one of these, but the
performance of work was. I think if
he could be granted One Wish, with
respect to this Medal that bears his
name and his portrait, it would be
that it should never be awarded for
second-rate performance. Never for
anything less than true excellence.
For good or ill, his attitude rubbed
off on me, and I can do no less than
agree with him.
If the Robin Specialist Members,

if the Peony Society, adopts this at
titude and follows it, applying rigor
ous standards, and never yielding to
pressure, or making too-quick judg
ments, true, the Saunders Medal
may not be awarded very often; al
most surely not every year. But then
when it is awarded, the Society will
be sure, and the Honoree will be
sure, that his achievement is indeed
looked upon as outstanding that it
stands out above the achievements
of others; and the honor that goes
with the medal will be, by so much,
the greater.

* * » *

MR. JOHN C. WISTER
By Silvia Saunders

Presenting Award

In this, the first year of the Saun
ders Medal Award, the Robin Mem
bers had two men in mind, both so
eminently worthy of it that it was
impossible and indeed unnecessary
to choose between them. So we
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chose both. We recommended their
names to the Board of Directors at
their meeting this afternoon, and
both were accepted unanimously.
Considering that both men have

passed their 80th year, we are fortu
nate to have one of them with us to
night. Mr. Wister would you kindly
step forward please?
Mr. John C. Wister, we here to

night and indeed the entire Horti
cultural World give thanks for that
day in March 1887 when you were
born. Before you were as tall as a
peony bush you began to love and to
learn about plants. Very soon you
were putting that love and that
learning at the service of the rest of
us, and you have never ceased doing
this. That your years and your good
health may continue hand in hand
together is our wish, not only for you
but for ourselves.
You are the man who has compiled

and published many of our most pre
cious records. Your service to the
peony includes:
in 1928 work on the Peony Man

ual; particularly the Tree Peony Sec
tion. It comprised all that was then
known about peonies. That Manual,
now 40 years old, still contains much
of value to us today, tho' it is now
out of print and unobtainable.
in 1944 the Tree Peony Checklist,

published as Bulletin number 95,
listing all the Tree Peonies and their
hybrids then known; many hundreds
of them; and with a brief biography
of each one. A veritable Tree Peony
Who's Who.
in 1962 your book, The Peonies

which like the old Manual brings up
to date all our peony knowledge. Its
publishers have never given it the
reclame it should have had; every
peony enthusiast needs this book,
and for your convenience, ladies and
gentlemen, we have copies of it for
sale here on the side table.
And though we here are con

cerned with what you have done for

the Peony, many other plant societies
have said, and will continue to say,
the same of you for their flower: the
iris, the daffodil, the lilac, the rho
dodendron I am only at the begin
ning. You have been among the
Founding Fathers of many plant so
cieties and have served them tireless
ly in one office or another directing
and guiding their steps. Our Peony
Society was founded when you were
still in High School; otherwise we
are certain you would have been at
that first Board Meeting.
In the 1930's when you became Di

rector of the Scott Horticultural
Foundation, you bought, and planted
on the campus of Swarthmore Col
lege in Pennsylvania, vast numbers
of plants; among them peonies one
thousand tree peonies alone . You
obtained the then brand new hybrids
just being created by Auten, by
Glasscock, by Saunders, by Bock-
stoce, by Mrs. Freeborn and the oth
ers, had them planted and labeled so
that specialists and the public could
study them. And they even sifted in
to the subconscious of many Swarth
more students, who came back years
later to tell you so.

You have traveled enormously.
While a sergeant in World War I in
France, you spent your leaves, not
in Paris with Madomoiselle from
Armentieres, but dashing off
across country to visit the nurseries
of the great French peony growers
of that era: Felix Crousse, Auguste
Dessert, Victor Lemoine, and others.
Perhaps it was in those days that you
became a connoisseur of fine foods
and fine wines. I venture to say that
without turning a hair, you could
compile for any one of us, a Texaco
Tour across the United States or in
deed the World, where we'd eat at
only the best restaurants, and visit
only the most beautiful gardens.
Your knowledge, Mr. Wister, is in
fact so encyclopedic, that we are
quite ready to believe this is not your
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First Time Round.
Without you, the Peony Society,

all of us, and the Peony itself would
be far poorer things. My father, who
knew, admired and loved you for
more than 40 years, would have the
deepest joy and satisfaction at hear
ing, with us, that the American Pe
ony Society now takes great honor
and pleasure in awarding you the
first A. P. Saunders Memorial Medal,
for your "varied and distinguished
contributions to The Peony."

* * * *

MR. EDWARD AUTEN Jr.
By Dr. David Reath

Our second recipient of the First
Award of the Saunders Memorial
Medal is unfortunately unable to

Harold Wolfe and Dr. David Reath

be with us here this evening. The
wording on his medal reads: For his
outstanding contributions to Garden
Peonies and Hybrids." The contribu
tions include:
1. The development of many note

worthy varieties of red lactifloras,
in particular: Red Comet, Suzanne,
Fairy Tale, Lady Jane, and the new
one, Satellite. These are all bombs of
good dar^c color with very little if
any purple in them, and are notably
useful to the Breeder, for they pro
duce doubles among their progeny.
2. Not less important are his Jap

anese varieties. His techniques have
yielded some of our most noteworthy
varieties in this group. In particular,
the "Nippon" series are unsurpassed:
Nippon Beauty, Nippon Brilliant,
Nippon Chief, Nippon Parade, Nip

pon Gold, and several others.
3. He was a contemporary hybrid

izer with Professor Saunders and
Mr. Glasscock in developing inter
specific hybrids. Robert Auten is one
of the best of these and there are
many other fine kinds that all of you
know.
4. For more than forty years, his

articles have been appearing in the
Bulletin of the Society. They are
packed full of valuable information
on all phases of peony hybridizing
and culture.
In addition, his ever-willingness to

assist all persons interested in hy
bridizing, and his great patience and
care, especially in instructing the
rank beginner and I speak from
personal experience are precious,,
indeed indispensable.
It gives me great pleasure to an

nounce, on behalf of the American
Peony Society, the presentation of
another First Saunders Memorial
Medal, to Mr. Edward Auten, Jr., of
Princeville, Illinois. Mr. Harold
Wolfe has kindly offered to deliver
this medal to Mr. Auten personally
on his way home tomorrow.

* * *

Award Presented Edward Auten Jr.

Edward Auten, Jr. and Harold Wolfe
Upon leaving the Conference and

Peony Exhibition Monday, June 24th,
Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Wolfe drove
to Princeville, 111., enroute to Belle
ville and presented the A. P. Saun
ders Medal to Mr. Auten.
"I need not tell you that he appre
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ciated it," wrote Mr. Wolfe, "for you
know full well he would. We found
him truly remarkable for his years
far more alert and sensitive to situ
ations than many younger than he.
If there has been any event in the
peony world since he has been asso
ciated with it, that he does not re
member, I do not know what it
would be.

As we sat there chatting with him
I was more aware than ever of the
significance of the Award, and its
appropriateness. For here was a man
truly a giant in accomplishment,
one whose interest and effort have
contributed much towards making
this world a better place in which to
live. As we left the house I felt sure
that Dr. Saunders would have con
curred wholly in the Awards."

INTRODUCING YOUR NEW OFFICERS
MISS SILVIA SAUNDERS

Miss Silvia Saunders, daughter of the late A. P. Saunders, of
Clinton, New York was elected to serve the Society as President,
a well-deserved honor. We are appreciative for the following
autobiographical sketch submitted by Miss Saunders.
"I was born in the winter of 1901

in an old house half-way up College
Hill in Clinton, New York. In 1903
we were promoted to an older house,
all the way up Hill. Hamilton College
then had 200 students, and my fath
er was head of the one-man Chemis
try Department at $1400 a year. He
now had an acre of meadow land,
and immediately set to work to make
his garden, and to begin the work on
Peonies which was to prove so start
ling and so fruitful before his years
ran out.
At eighteen I went away to col

lege, and after graduating, to New
York City, where except for two
years, I lived from 1925 to 1947.
Those two years were 1930-32 when
the Depression chased me home. I
bought a camera and began to make
photographs. I worked on the things
that were at hand: the countryside
of Central New York State which
seemed to me very beautiful in its
slightly run-down way, and my fa
ther's Peonies. Then back to New
York to continue photography. I
traveled in this country making ar
chitectural exteriors and interiors,
for such magazines as House and
Garden; I made a trip to England
where I did the home gardens of

famous horticulturists, the men who
have been responsible for many of
our garden plants today.

In 1947 I gave up New York: too
fast, too much a jungle for my tastes
and abilities. I went out to Santa Fe,
New Mexico, where I had two dear
aunts, got a job in the County School
system and worked there for four
happy years.
In 1951 my parents, then both ov

er 80, were trying to run a little busi
ness which my father's hobby of Pe
ony breeding had grown into. Al
though I dearly loved our Southwest,
I was becoming dehydrated. So once
again I came home, this time "to
help out for a year", and here I am.
Having resisted horticulture al

most completely for my whole life, I
now found myself, for my sins, the
owner of a nursery of unique Peony
hybrids, and I was over fifty! Amaz
ing things have happened since then;
the most amazing is the new genera
tion of Peony hybridists that have
arisen within the past eight years.
My sister and brother are both mar
ried and living elsewhere; there
would have been nobody to take hold
of the nursery and all the hybrid

plants in it if I hadn't happened to
be here. It seems almost equally for
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tunate for the breeders, for me, and
for the hybrids themselves. Not quite
all, but a great deal, of my father's
work would have been lost if these
elements hadn't all come together
at the same moment cf existence.
Very strange.
My father died in 1953 and my

mother in 1961; I still live in our
same old house, with a remarkable
friend, Frances Affeld, who aids and
abets me in everything I do, and does
a great deal of it better than I ever
shall. A wonderful man, Clarence
Wolfe, has helped us in the Nursery
for ten years now. The College Com
munity there are now 850 students
in Hamilton, and a new Girl's Col
lege is being planted in the big pas
tures across the road is delightful
to live in, and so is the village of
Clinton; the climate is perfect; at
sixty-six I'm still on my feet. I of
ten ask: How long can it last? My
life has surely been showered with
Good Fortune."

* * * V

Newly elected Vice President of
the Society, Mr. W. G. Sindt, Still
water, Minnesota is a Quality Con
trol Supervisor in the abrasive di
vision of Minnesota Mining and
Manufacturing Company, better
known as 3M. On August 16, this
year he completed 25 years with
them.

MR. WILBERT G. SINDT
"My greatest interest in Peonies is

probably exhibiting. I have done no
hybridizing a'-'d have no intention of
ever going commercial either from

the cut flower or root end of it. I
also grow a fair number of glads and
iris plus vegetables and miscellane
ous flowers.
I am a Senior Judge of the Ameri

can Iris Society and Accredited
Judge of the North American Gladi
olus Council. I do quite a bit of judg
ing at local shows, county fairs, and
the Minnesota State Fair.
We have two children, a married

daughter in Syracuse, New York,
and a son who is a minister in St.
Paul. My wife, Charlotte, has as
great an interest in flowers as I and
so is a great help and most under
standing about the things which
"flower nuts" do. Like driving all
nite to get to a Show, staying up un
til 3:00 A.M. getting ready for it, etc."

* * *

The following young men have
been elected to membership on the
Board of Directors:

I

ROY KLEHM
Born 7-24-42 in Arlington, Heights.

Graduated 1964 from University of
Illinois with a B.S. Degree in Flori
culture and Ornamental Horticul
ture. Member Pi Alpha Xi Honorary
Floriculture Fraternity and Alpha
Zeta Honorary Agricultural Frater
nity. Presently Production Manager
for Charles Klehm and Son Nursery
in Arlington Heights. The Nursery
includes approximately 160 acres of
cutflower Peonies and 60 acres of
Peonies raised exclusively for root
sales. Along with the Peony division
the nursery has approximately 400
acres of prime nursery stock.
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Roy is one of the fourth generation
Klehm Boys in the nursery and Pe
ony business. His grandfather, Char
les, was one of the founders of the
Society, (the Nursery is a Charter
Member), Carl G., his father, has
done extensive breeding and promo
tion work with Peonies including an
exclusive patented series of Estate
Peonies hybridized specifically for
the home gardener.
Roy claims: "The reason Klehm

has more Peonies than it knows what
to do with is because they are my
dad's first true love. He always buys
new farms so he can put his Peonies
on 'fresh' land".
Roy and his father continue to hy

bridize on a large scale using con
trolled line breeding and experiment
ing with mutagenic agents, decapita
tion, and inter-species crossing.
Roy is married and has two child

ren. The family lives on Sunburst
Farm in Barrington, Illinois.
Roy Klehm said "Mr. E.H. Taylor

of Rockford, 111., gave me his life's
work in Hemerocallis breeding. This
consists of 4-500 selected seedlings,
some of which are F 7's seven gen
erations. I feel he has good blue,
white and brown color breaks. I
moved his plants about 9000 to our
Sunburst Peony Farm in Barring-
ton. Much of Mr. Wissing's material
is there also. The farm is young (6
years) but already we have 350
acres, about 125 acres in peonies."

* * *

Steve C. Moldovan
We regret Mr. Moldovan's modesty

prevents our having a picture to
accompany the following informa
tion about this young man.
Mr. Moldovan was born Jan. 4,

1938 in Lorain, Ohio. He graduated
with a B.S. degree in Horticulture
from Ohio State University in 1959.
He states he has been interested in
gardening, particularly flowers ever
since he can remember. Iris was
his first "real start in a life of Hor
ticulture "and in 1950 he acquired

his first collection, 20 varieties for
$1.00.
"I met Orville Fay in 1951," he

stated, "and my career was launched.
I was going to attend college to be
a concert pianist, but with the inclu
sion of iris, daylilies and peonies
in my life, I changed to Horticulture.
I began my business, Moldovan's
Gardens, in 1959, which is my pres
ent-day occupation."
We have learned that several of

Mr. Moldovan's iris originations
have received the Award of Merit
from the American Iris Society
Court Ballet, Sterling Silver and re
cently Irish Lullaby, His first hem
erocallis origination Buried Trea
sure received an Award of Merit
from the American Hemerocallis
Society. He is an accredited Judge
for both AIS and AHS. His hob
bies are gardening and music.
Mr. Moldovan's nursery is land

scaped and three show gardens de
voted to his three favorite plants
are featured in three areas, each
landscaped differently. Iris are plan
ted in a formal garden, daylilies
in an informal Japanese garden
complete with a mountain, a pond,
a bridge and, of course, lanterns.
The peonies are in a unique setting,
combining the best features of the
Japanese garden with the English
garden. Mr. Moldovan told us that
he is interested in all kinds of plants
and grows practically everything
from Edelweiss to a Weeping Beech.

o

Lady Bug-Gardener's Friend
The lady bug beetle-alias lady

bird, lady crow, lady fly and lady
cock-can gobble up to 50 aphids
or other pests a day. The polka-dot
ted, quarter-inch-long insect serves
as the gardener's best friend.

* * * *

Don't Forget Newly Planted Roots
need water, if it is dry, especially
if planted early.
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TREE PEONIES
By Leo J. Armatys

By design or by happenstance, attention cen
ters on one spot in your garden. Tree peonies can
provide a beautiful focal point one that improves
with age. Order tree peonies now! Plant them Sep
tember thru December. You'll be glad you did.

Stems:
The weak or willowy ones They

include some of the French lutea
hybrids whose high-piled blooms
face the ground, not the sun. These
would long since have been discard
ed if it weren't that they are fine
floating in wide bowls or big snift
ers.

The brittle ones Most of the Jap
anese-type tree peonies have a
touch of brittleness, but this is a
blessing in disguise. Their very brit
tleness contributes to Moutan's ma
jestic posture in the garden. Most
varieties now in commerce have ex
cellent stems. There are exceptions.
To GESSEKAI, for example, "stem"
is a four-letter word. A weakness
at the juncture of the flowering
stem with the main stem results in
breakage under moderate wind con
ditions. Nevertheless, GESSEKAI's
perfect form and good size (lower
tiers of petals are 3W wide) makes
it worthy of planting one of the
best of all for indoor use. Cut with
a short stem the first or second
morning after the bud shows color,
it may last even longer in a bowl
than in your garden.

The new ones The third type of
stem is thus far the exclusive prop
erty of Daphnis F-l hybrid, TRIA.
It has as strong and wirey a stem
as I've seen, with a built-in curve
("fade", if you are a golfer) that
gives TRIA the look of a classic Ro
man candelabrum.

The Old and the New:
The next few popularity polls

may find me at a loss for words. In
my opinion, the hybrid Red Charm
is still the best herbaceous peony.
Obovata Willmottiae (white) and
Mlokosewitschi (yellow) are the
best of the species. Tree peonies
now pose a problem. They approach
perfection, but I've always had my
favorites.
Then, last fall, five Daphnis F-l

hybrids took up residence in my
garden. They were small plants.
None should have bloomed this
spring, but four of these strong
growers did bloom, and how they
have bloomed! You can't properly
evaluate first year plants, but:
Double KRONOS was shades dark
er than Black Pirate; ARTEMIS
was the prettiest yellow imaginable,
with two small sideblooms attend
ing each main flower; TRIA, the
extended bloomer, whose crisp yel
low blossoms were so proudly held;
and GAUGUIN!
GAUGUIN basic yellow with

prominent red veins, lipstick red
edges, and a bold, velvety maroon
splash at the base of each petal
its outer petals demurely fluted,
the inner tier heavily crinkled as
tho from the heat of its firey cen
ter, with burly yellow stamens and
green seed pods tipped red. You'll
hear more about these hybrids. They
form the vanguard of a fantastic
new race of tree peonies!
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Distinguished Service Medal
Awarded to Miss Silvia Saunders

Miss Silvia Saunders, President of the Ameri
can Peony Society, was honored May 16th at the <t-\
annual meeting of the Garden Club of America *, ,
held in Greenwich, Connecticut
Miss Saunders received the organ

ization's Distinguished Service Med
al awarded to a member for dis
tinguished service in the field of
horticulture.
Mrs. Frederick N. Blodgett, Dover,

Mass., said in her presentation
speech

"This medal is awarded for
distinguished service in the field
of Horticulture; and it is a plea
sure to find our recipient this
year a very talented but unas
suming person whose career in
the culture of herbaceous and
tree peonies has evoked the ad
miration of her associates for
many years.

Since 1951 she has carried on
the work of her well-known
father, the late Professor A. P.
Saunders, and she has shared
her expertise with fellow-horti
culturists most generously. The
best-known of our permanent
great gardens, such as Winter-
thur, the New York and the
Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, the
National Arboretum and the
White House, and many others,
all have her Saunders Hybrids.
Miss Saunders also takes care
that her Breeders' Plants find
their way to the right plants-
men. She has conducted valu-

tively new field of chromo
some-counts within her hybrids.
With great courage for a rath

er monumental undertaking, she
exhibited her peonies at the
1962 Chelsea Flower Show in
England, where she received the
Lindley Silver Medal, and other
awards from the Royal Horti
cultural Society.

She is to be congratulated,
and I am delighted to award
the Garden Club of America's
Distinguished Service Medal to

. . . SILVIA SAUNDERS."

The Garden Club of America,
founded in 1913, is a non-profit or
ganization of garden clubs in states
from coast to coast and in Hawaii.
Through its national committees and
its local activities, member clubs
carry out the original purpose of
promoting the knowledge and ap
preciation of gardening among am
ateurs of horticulture and all phases
of conservation.

o

Peonies in Pots

Several have inquired about pot
ting peonies. We suggest you read
page 22 December 1951 Bulletin.
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45th Annual North
The 45th Annual North Dakota Pe

ony Show was held Thursday, June
27th at the South Forks Mall in
Grand Forks. Mr. and Mrs. Franklin
Page, Hamilton, received the award
for Grand Champion of the Show
with an exhibit of Golden Glow, a
single, hybrid Peony. The prize was
the E. J. Lander Memorial Trophy
given by the E. J. Lander Co. The
flower also won the Court of Honor
placement in the best single hybrid
class.
Marilyn Hagerty Garden Editor,

Grand Forks Herald, Grand Forks,
N.D. wrote enthusiastically about the
show to be held.
The Sunday edition of the Grand

Forks Herald carried a full page of
stories and pictures on June 23rd
prior to the Show. Marilyn Hagerty,
Garden Editor, stated "Nowhere do
peonies bloom more profusely than
in North Dakota in June." In anoth
er article entitled 'Exhibitors Select
Blooms', Miss Hagerty stated "One
of the most common reactions of a
peony grower who visits the North
Dakota Peony Shows annually in
Grand Forks is to say to himself,
"Why, I have blossoms as pretty as
that. Why didn't I bring them to the
show?" The Show Committee wishes
he had, for the more entries there
are, the better the show.
The article then states 'a few

"tricks of the trade" learned from
Loyde Thompson. Mr. Thompson, a
member of the APS Board of Direc
tors, has taken many awards in state
and national shows.' (We will ask Mr.
Thompson to send us an article for a
future Bulletin Editor).
The varieties placed in the Court

of Honor and names of exhibitors
are as follows:
Best White Amalia Olson (George
Tollefson)
Best Flesh Moonstone (George
(Tollefson)

Dakota Peony Show
Best light pink Frances Maines
(George Tollefson)
Best dark pink Wigell (Ralph
Rohde)
Best red Kansas (Loyde Thompson)
Best Japenese La Charme (George
Tollefson)
Best double hybrid Red Charm
(Loyde Thompson)
Best single hybrid Golden Glow
(Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Page)
Best single Pres. Lincoln (Ralph
Rohde)
Nick Shaylor was winner of the
Founders Trophy entered by Mrs.
Rohde. Mrs. Olaf Selliken, Grafton,
N. D. entered Laura Kelsey to win
the New Exhibitor award. Mrs.
Ralph Rohde won the Garden Flow
er Sweepstakes Cup given by Mr.
and Mrs. Loyde C. Thompson and
the Robertson Cup for the best flow
er arrangement in the Show. We re
gret we do not know the varieties in
all of the classes, however, those we
have a record of include Amelia Ol
son, LeCygne, Moonstone, Marilla
Beauty, La Lorraine, Frances Maines,
Marie Crousse, Myrtle Gentry, Sarah
Bernhardt, Blanche King, Bride,
Krinkled White, Silvia Saunders,
Sea Shell, Lotus Queen, Amo-No-
Sode, Mikado, Carina, Red Charm,
Mrs. A. M. Brand, Dorothy J., Alice
Harding, Festiva Maxima, A. C.
Freeman, hybrid, Elaine, Nippon
Beauty, Prairie Moon, hybrid, Frank
lin Page, Dad, Dorothea, Dandy,
Dan, Gay Cavalier, Oriental Gold,
Jean Bockstoce, Diana Parks, Mattie
LaFuse, Karl Rosenfield, Nancy
Nichols, Elsa Sass, Mrs. J. V. Edlund,
Gilbert Wild, Hargrave Hudson,
Mothers Choice, Mary Brand and
many others.
First, second and third awards

were given in each of the ninety-
five (95) classifications, as well as
the Young Peoples Group.
We appreciate receiving the in-



formation from Mrs. Wallace Ander
son, who, with her husband were
general chairman of the 1968 North
Dakota Peony Show.
Founded in 1923 by the late M.

B. Kannowski and M. C. Bachellor,
the North Dakota Peony Society
has sponsored a show in Grand Forks
each June since then. Twice in 1959
and 1964, the National Peony Show
has been held in Grand Forks.

* *

TWIN CITY SOCIETY
IRIS AND PEONY SHOW

The Twin City Iris Society-Iris
and Peony Show was held Thursday,
June 20th, this year. The Guaranty

State Bank, Robbinsdale, Minn., pro
vided the space and setting for the
Show. A brief report stated there
were 36 entries in the Peony Divi
sion. We do not know the varieties
placing in all Classes, however we do
know that Avalanche won 3rd in
Class 1, one bloom double white;
Nick Shaylor 1st and Rosy Rim 2nd
'.n Class 2, one bloom double blush;
Paul Bunyan 1st, Sara Bernhardt 2nd
and Pink Formal 3rd in Class 4, one
bloom double dark pink. In Class 5,
one bloom double red-Valencia 1st;
Class 7, one bloom Tree (any color)-
Souv. de Maxime Cornu; We regret
we do not have the names of all va
rieties winning in the 16 Classes.

SALESMANSHIP
Would This Approach Sell Peonies?

By W. A. Alexander

In going through some old material recently (most
of it should have been junked years ago) I found a 1937-38
catalog whose sales approach was so unique and dif
ferent that I was not only "sold" but filed it away as
an item of permanent interest. The
front cover of the 12 page catalog
bore the inscription DELPHINIUMS
of the Lyondel Gardens, Home of
The Magic Seeds Cross Pollinated by
Hand. "One Quality, One Price" Le
on H. Leonian, Breeder. Morgantown,
W. Va. 1937-38. Doctor Leonian, who
died many years ago, was professor
of plant pathology at the University
of West Virginia.
He begins with a message "To My

Old Customers", which he says does
not apply to "my new or prospective
customers". In it he states that "my
interest in you does not end after the
sale is made" and proposes to dupli
cate the order if the customer has a
failure with his seeds regardless of
the cause. Then "To My Prospective
Customers", and I quote exactly from
the catalog: "Other growers and

breeders are eager to have as many
customers as possible; I am not.
Even at the height of the depres
sion the seeds of the Lyondel
Gardens were completely sold
out before they were harvested.
Since I can devote only my spare
time to the breeding activities
and sell nothing but hand pollin
ated seeds, my supply is very
limited. Consequently I am par
ticular about my customers. If
you are a chronic kicker and
fault finder, you are not wanted;
if you are a poor sport and can
not take your losses or gains
with the same degree of grace,
you are urged to take your mon
ey elsewhere; if you think you
know all about delphineums, or
if you know nothing about them,
you are not welcome into the
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circle of Lyondel family; if you
don't have faith in my integrity
and don't believe that I share
my best with my customers,
new or old, you are not the type
of customer I want; if you ap
proach the Lyondels with a chip
on your shoulder, please stay a-
way.
"After reading the foregoing

you will want to know what as
surance I give you of getting
your money's worth. My answer
is "none". I make no guarantee
whatever; you take the risk and
I take your money. You may not
obtain a single seedling from a
packet of my seed; or not one
of my seedlings may be worth
keeping. You have no recourse;
I am under no obligation to re
fund your money or replace your
order. Only under these condi
tions must you buy seeds or
seedlings from me.
"Having read thus far you

should stop and throw this cir
cular away. But if you are ven
turesome, read on.
"Most growers claim to have

the world's best delphiniums. If
you expect to find such a claim
here you are going to be disap
pointed. Not having seen all the
delphiniums in the world, all I
can tell you is that mine are not
even among the best. This is
poor salesmanship, isn't it? But
it will save you and me a lot of
headaches.
"I deal exclusively in hybrid

seeds of my own production. No
one can foretell the behavior of
any hybrid seed. I can say only
this: my seed and pollen parents
are true to description; they are
carefully and rigidly selected
and crossed according to methods
developed by science. After that
nature takes its course. All I can
do is hope for the best."
Doctor Leonian then tells in de

tail the tedious and time-consuming
procedure of cross pollinating del
phiniums by hand and justifies the
$2.50 per packet of 100 seed he charg
ed. He concludes with the following
paragraph:

"While I have no patience
with kickers, I welcome con
structive criticism. If you mere
ly tell me that you failed with
my seeds and seedlings, I shall
take it with good grace; but if
you jump to the conclusion that
I sold you old or worthless
seeds, then you and I part com
pany."
There follow several pages of ex

tracts from letters telling of the ex
periences of others with the Lyon
dels and what they think of them.
Leonian prefaces them with a quo
tation from Emmons: "Any fact is
better established by two or three
good testimonies than a thousand
arguments." I quote exactly from se
veral of these excerpts but have
omitted names and addresses.

"110 per cent germination! A
packet of your general mixture
produced 110 strong seedlings.
E. R. G."
"From two packets of your

seed I got only six plants.
H. E. W."
"I obtained 130 seedlings from

one packet of your mixed seed.
M. C. R."
"I obtained eight seedlings

from two packets of your seeds,
and I consider myself rather an
expert with delphinium seeds.
This is not a complaint; I mere
ly thought you would be inter
ested in my report. N. R. L."
"I have seen "Lyondels" in

some 20 odd plantings in Penn
sylvania and New Jersey; they
could not even compare with
delphiniums secured from many
other growers. I. G."
"I have tried seeds from the

best growers in the United



States and Europe, but the del
phiniums resulting from your
seeds are the best. R. G."
Note: My own experience with Ly-

ondel seeds was on the positive side.
They gave me the finest delphiniums
I had ever grown, the finest I had
ever seen.
If Leonian had been writing copy

for a peony catalog, I am sure many
of the descriptions would have read
quite differently from what we gen
erally see. He would have emphasiz
ed the weaknesses and undesirable
qualities of a variety with possibly
only passing mention of the fine
qualities. The following is about
what we see in most catalogs in the
description of one well known vari

ety: "This is one of the finest show
flowers. Fragrant. A must in every
good collection." Leonian's descrip
tion would probably have read
something like this: "A leggy unat
tractive plant. Very unreliable in
most parts of the country. When it
comes good, which is not very often,
it is likely to win "best in the show".
Unless you are growing for exhibi
tion, stay away from it."
Could a grower or dealer sell pe

onies if he was completely candid
and told the WHOLE truth in all of
his advertising? Yes, I think he
could. I believe he would sell more
in the long run. But he would cer
tainly sell far less of certain variet
ies.

Department of Registration
Steve Moldovan, 38830 Detroit

Road, Avon, Ohio 44011 submitted
the following two registrations:
CROWN PRINCE (Walter Mains):

Seedling number 18D. Sib. to Walter
Mains. 28-30 inches. 6-7 inch blossom
held on strong stems above a com
pact plant having glossy medium
green foliage. A strong and vigorous
grower. This showy officinalis hybrid
is an unusual color best described
as purplish red (RHS 67A) being
nearest its actual coloration. The
single row of petals forming a flat
collar is set off by a bomb-like cen
ter of stamenoides, which are edged
in bright yellow. Its color holds well
until petal drop lightening only
slightly. Fragrant. Blooms early mid-
season.

STOP LIGHT (Walter Mains):
Seedling number 21C. An officional-
is hybrid 28-32 inches. 5-6 inch blos
som. Full double, bomb type. A truly
unique color best described as a lum
inescent or neon-like cerise-red (not
found on the color chart). A new
color in Peonies. The well-formed
blossoms are held on strong stems
above the heavy wax-like foliage.

Color does not fade until petal drop.
A vigorous grower producing healthy
plants. Fragrant. Blooms early.
These two hybrid varieties pro

duced by the late Walter Mains will
be introduced by Moldovan's Gar
dens in the fall of 1968.

* * *

L.W. Cousins, 472 Tecumseh Aven
ue, London, Canada registered WIL
LIAM COUSINS. This variety has
blooms of an excellent shape; one
only per stalk. They are double, bril
liant scarlet in color. Approx. 3% ft.
tall and 4 ft. wide. Hybrid of un
known origin.

* *

Myron D. Bigger, 201 N. Rice
Road, Topeka, Kansas 66616 submit
ted the following two registrations:
COURAGE (25-61): Parentage

unknown. This Peony had the cour
age to leave out the stamen and even
the seed pods are mostly all de
formed. It is a light airy semi-dou
ble that has very few petals. The
color is white with very small pink
dots that make the whole flower
look pink. The 36 inch stems are
plenty strong to hold this light
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weight flower and carry dark green
healthy foliage.
TRUTH (12-59): Parentage Jay-

hawker X. Pure white high built
flower that is full rose type. Very
few, if any, stamen. Very strong
stems. 30 inches tall. Medium green
foliage and very wide leaves.

* *

Gilbert H. Wild & Son, Inc., Dept.
APS-98, Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862
submitted the following four regis
trations:
ARROW MAKER: Parentage Au-

ten, Auten's 2745. Early.
Single. Hybrid. 25" tall; 4-5" flower.
Deep crimson, smaller and darker
than 2776, named RED ROMANCE.
Not too heavy a bloomer. Good
stock.
BURST OF JOY: Parentage Auten.

Auten's 2723. Good red
single hybrid. Early.
RED ROMANCE: Parentage Au

ten, Auten's 2776. E.M.
Single. Hybrid. Good heavy stems;
good green foliage. Bright crimson
with yellow center. Slow grower.
5-6" flowers; pale green carpels with
white tips. 25-30" tall. Takes rain.
WHITE SANDS: Parentage Wild,

Carried in field as white
and yellow Jap. 32" tall, 5-6" flow
er. Midseason. Very fragrant. . . fra
grance lasts when cut; very fra
grant in field. Very lime-green car
pels tipped creamy yellow can be
found in the dense very yellow cen
ter of the flowers. Very yellow cen
ter (really an anemo) with petal-
odes developing and becoming white
carpelodes in many of the blooms.
Good grower.

* * * *

William H. Krekler, Krekler
Farms, 4030 West Elkton Road, Som-
erville, Ohio has registered the fol
lowing two names.
GRATIS: Very early glossy black

ish-red single albiflora of medium
size. Several rows of petals. Few or
no side buds thus far. Stiff upright

34" stems. Leaves stay dark red
nearly to blooming time. Valuable as
an early albiflora for hybridizing
with officinalis, etc.
EATON: Very broad, flat semi-

double true white. Blooms about a
week later than Miss America.
Straight upright stiff 37" stems.
Small pistols.

* * * *

Clarence Lienau Lienau Peony
Gardens, 9135 Beech Daly Rd., De
troit, Mich. 48239 registered the
following peony June 14th this year:
SYLVER: Formerly known as 82-

D originated by Charles Klehm &
Son Nursery. Parentage unknown at
this time. Large double white 32"
tall strong stems, rose form mid-
season bloomer.

* » » *

E. L. Pehrson, Lafayette, Minn.
56054: requests the reservation of
the name "Lullaby" and states if the
seedling does not prove out, he
would, of course, release it. Further
information about this seedling will
be included in a future Bulletin.

* * * *

J. Franklin Styer of J. Franklin
Styer Nurseries, U.S. Rt. 1, Concord-
ville, Pa. 19331, has registered the
following varieties:
BRIDGEND: Japanese type. Rose-

pink, yellow center of average size.
Very tall. Robust. Late midseason.
BRYN MAWR: Japanese type.

Dark red, red petaloids tipped sil
ver. Late.
KIMBERLEY: Double. High

crowned bomb type. Light Rose-
pink. Very early.
MERION: Japanese type. Dark

red, red petaloids tipped silver. Late.
....MERY HUGHES: Japanese type.
White, yellow staminodes. Large for
the type. Very tall. Late.
RHONDDA: Japanese type. Light

pink, yellow center. Very tall. Strong
grower. Late.
SALLY: Double. High center bomb

type. Clear pink. Tall. Vigorous.
Late.



WHITEHOUSE: Double. Rose
type. White, tending to creamy white.
Perfect form, nine inch flower. Tall.
Late.
WHITEHALL: Double Rose type.

White, tiny red lines on few petals
Perfect form, nine inch bloom. Tall.
Consistently productive. Late.
Mr. Styer stated "These are in

three groups: Whitehouse, and White
hall are show flowers: Sally and
Kimberley for cutting. The group
of Japanese form are given names
based on our Welsh connections. We
find these all more successful in our

climate than most of the varieties
we have known."

* * *

Orville W. Fay, 1775 Pfingston Rd.,
Northbrook, 111. 60062; has register
ed a new hybrid peony
Paula Fay (1968) This is a second

generation species hybrid peony,
seedling No. 61-5. Mr. Fay has nam
ed this peony for his brother's wife
who resides in Wenworth, Wis. This
is an early peony 35" in height.
Flowers contain 5 rows of petals and
is winter hardy. Seedling of Bravura,
somewhat fertile to certain pollens.
See advertising section this issue.

American Horticultural Congress
Holds 23rd Meeting

"One of the most important events
in the gardening world" writes Fred
C. Galle, President of the American
Horticultural Society, "will take
place in San Francisco, September
18-21, 1968 the 23rd Horticultural
Congress."
P.H. Brydon, Chairman of the

Host Committee, includes the fol
lowing information with the letter.
"Among the highlights on the pro

gram will be some of the best and
most authoritative in the country:
Norvell Gillespie, host of NBC-TVs
"Green Thumb" program; Oregon
Bulb Farm's Jan De Graff; Morgan
Evans, noted landscape architect;
Brian Mulligan, of the University of
Washington Arboretum; and many
others.
Subjects include "The New Look

in Horticulture" "Instant Living
Landscapes" the winning films
from the AHS Film Festival 1968,
and the exceptional people and or
ganizations who will receive AHS
medals, citations and certificates of
merit for notable work in 1968 hor
ticulture."
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.
'ednesday, September 18, at The

Fairmont Hotel, California and Ma
son Streets, San Francisco, Califor
nia. All meetings will be held in
The Fairmont.
The American Peony Society is

a paid member of the American Hor
ticultural Society. It is hoped our
delegates will give us an unusual and
excellent report for the December
Bulletin.

o

ARCHITECT NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

We have again been advised by
the firm Haldeman and Leland,
Landscape Architects, Glenview,
Kentucky, 40025 of their continued
search for Paeonia officinalis alba
plena. The search continues for roots
to be included in the restoration of
the garden of My Old Kentucky
Home at Bardstown, Kentucky.
If you have a root or roots you

are willing to part with, please con
tact Miss Haldeman. She is willing to
purchase root or roots and hopes to
locate them before fall planting sea
son.
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MR. AND MRS.

Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Wissing are ser
ving as president and secretary of
District V of the American Peony
Society. Mr. Wissing has the distinc
tion of having brought more new
members into the Society than any
other member.
District V is a segment of the So

ciety including members in Illinois,
Indiana and Wisconsin. Meetings
are held twice each year, in the
spring and fall. At this time ideas are
exchanged and usually a plant auc
tion held. The District has twice con
tributed their auction sales to the So
ciety treasury and contributed Fifty

S. E. WISSING
Dollars for prizes in the Arrange
ments Division in the 1968 Exhibi
tion.
Mr. Wissing's splendid seedling ex

hibit encouraged many persons to
seek further information regarding
new varieties, for to most people a
peony plant is still a "piney bush"
and there is not an over-all aware
ness of the value of the peony as an
asset to garden plantings. Many
viewers of the seedling exhibit be
came interested in the fact that pe
ony breeding and the pleasure to be
derived from it for no man can be
indifferent to the joy of his own cre
ation in a personal quest for newer
and lovelier flowers. Mr. Wissing
spent many long hours in preparing
his exhibit prior to taking it to Mil
waukee, for as he said, "The person
desiring to produce a new variety
needs to know how to begin and not
make a wrong start."
We refer you to his excellent ar

ticle "Hybridizing Peonies" In Bulle
tin No. 176, March 1965.

"DO'S AND DON'TS"
By Anthony J. De Blasi

I often marvel at the number of Gluttons for
Punishment there are, in and out of the horticul
tural world. I am referring to those individuals
who, through conviction or lack of it, make all
the wrong moves in an earnest endeavor to achieve

some success only to find themselves
inexplicably disappointed! I must al
low that coping with an Alice-in-
Wonderland world (such as ours is
fast becoming), underpinned by com
mercialism and overhung with un
certainty, is a mighty difficult thing
to do indeed! Nevertheless we need
not despair; our "modern" problem
makers are in fact quite ancient:
false counsel, misinformation, lack
of communication, theory unbacked
by experience, carelessness, and
short-sightedness, to cite the more

salient bugs in our ailing projects. To
be aware of them is at least to be
on guard.
"There must be a better way."

Fumbling may be fun if we're try
ing to discover a new taste sensa
tion in the kitchen, but in the gar
den we expect clear-cut results from
our expenditures of energy and hard
cash. I make no claim to expertness
but I would like to pass on what lit
tle I've learned about tree peony
culture, in capsule form, now that
peony planting time is here again.
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For maximum effect, may I present
both the positive and the negative
sides of the information.

The Ten-Fold Path
to Disappointment

1. Be guided by bargains and spe
cial sales;
2. Buy seedlings or unnamed va

rieties;
3. Buy stock less than 3 years

old, preferably in a department store
or garden center where tree peonies
come packaged like gladiolus bulbs
or canna roots;
4. Plant in the spring;
5. Just tuck them in the ground

among perennials or shrubs "to fill
in those bare spots";
6. Plant in the shade;
7. Don't bother watering them

nature will take care of them;
8. Don't worry about feeding

them; if you think of it, sprinkle
some lawn food around the plants
next time you feed the lawn;

9. Plant in that location of your
grounds that most resembles a

marshland;
10. Prune regularly.
The Ten-Fold Path to Happiness

1. Be prepared to spend the kind
of money you would spend on the
very choicest of garden plants
(which tree peonies are!);

2. Buy only named varieties of
established merit (check APS Bul
letins for guidance);

3. Avoid stock under 3 years of
age and purchase directly from gro
wers of tree peonies;

4. Plant in the fall;

5. Set plants in an open location,
at a comfortable distance from com
peting plants and take the time to
plant them properly (check APS
Bulletins) ;

6. Give plants half a day's sun;

7. Soak plants during dry wea
ther;

8. Feed plants each year, after
blooming, with low-nitrogen fertil
izer;

9. Make sure the site is well
drained;
10. Never prune.
Happy planting!

Tree Peony Statistics
The one plant in our collection

which seems headed for becoming a

"legend in our time" in Renkaku. It
has behaved in classic style. In 1962,
the year after it was planted (ap
proximately 6 years old then) it pro
duced 2 blossoms. The following year

it produced 3 blooms. In '64 the num
ber was 8; then 16; then 25; last year

it was 32; this year it produced 42
blossoms! In the first years the lar
gest blossoms were about 7 inches
across. They are now 10 inches
across. The plant is almost 5 feet
high and 4 feet wide. It is a stunning
spectacle every spring, with its glow
ing, translucent white goblets, dress
ed in the best oriental tradition of
line and form, and finished with a
beautiful center of golden anthers.
More than any in the collection, the
blossoms stand up to sun and rain,
and are perfectly displayed. (The
lovely Gessekai loses points in this
department since its stems are ra
ther willowy a sad sight after a
bad storm.)
Other star performers, in terms of

increase of production from year to
year, are:
Hodai 1, 0, 1, 7, 9, 16, 17
Kinkaden 3, 8, 9

Princess 2, 2, 5, 8

Souvenir de Maxime Cornu 1, 1,

7, 11, 9, 20
Vesuvian 7, 11, 9, 14
Kamada-fuji 1, 2, 2, 5, 9, 8, 9,

(slow but steady)
Some varieties have maintained a

fairly level production, e.g.:
Aurore 1, 1, 3, 4, 7, 5

Gessekai 3, 8, 9, 18, 12, 12
Mine d'or 1, 1, 1, 3, 4, 3,

Suigan 2, 5, 6, 4, 11, 5

Surprise 1, 0, 1, 0, 0, 2

Yachiyo-tsubaki 1, 1, 3, 4, 4, 4

Some have increased at first, then
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decreased:
Sakura-gasane 5, 8, 11, 21, 16,

14 (fewer but finer with age hope
fully the trend will reverse again)
The worst performer has been Sa

tin Rouge. This is a beautiful lutea
hybrid, but an 8 year old plant, set
in 1961, made one bloom in '66 and
one bloom in '68.
Let's compare blooming dates

from one year to another. Taking
Renkaku again, as a sample, the ear
liest it has begun to bloom has been
May 10 (this year); the latest was
May 27 (last year!). The earliest any
tree peony has ever been in bloom
in our garden is May 4 (this year)
for an unknown, purple, semidouble
variety. The lastest any tree peony

has begun to bloom was a June 20
for the species lutea. A footnote to
these observations is that this year
has brought us the earliest peony
season in at least 8 years, while last
year was one of the latest seasons
we've had. Nature seems to have a
way of "balancing its books" by
countering one extreme by another.
In our collection of 42 tree peon

ies, the increase in total number of
blooms for the last four years has
been:
1965 190 blossoms
1966 257 blossoms
1967 332 blossoms
1968 390 blossoms
Here is stock that really pays div

idends!

DR. DAVID REATH
TO TAKE OVER SAUNDERS HYBRID PEONIES

An announcement has been re
ceived here to the effect that Dr.
David Reath, of Vulcan, Michigan,
is to receive the hybrid peonies from
Clinton, New York, where Miss Sil
via Saunders has for 18 years been
running the small nursery of origi
nations of her father, the late Pro
fessor A. P. Saunders.
The plan is that Dr. Reath will

shortly begin to offer to the public
a few of the well-known Saunders
Hybrids, both herbaceous and "tree',
along with originations of other pe
ony breeders, and possibly1 other
kinds of plants as well. Eventually
he hopes to add peonies of his own
origination. His first listing, a short
one, should be ready soon, to be
mailed out upon request.

With the other nurseries that of
fer the Saunders Hybrids, Miss
Saunders tells us that she feels they
are all in excellent hands and that
"at sixty-six, I can now contentedly
contemplate my own retirement in
a year or two!"
Dr. Reath is not yet as well known

to the members of the Society as he

is almost surely destined to be. But
those members who attended the So
ciety's Show and Banquet in Mil
waukee in June may have met him
there; and in any case they will have
heard him make the short speech of
presentation of the new Saunders
Memorial Medal to Mr. Edward Au-
ten, Jr. Forty years young, Dr. Reath
is a trained geneticist, having come to
peonies via irises and the Iris So
ciety. He was part of the Dwarf Iris
Society's round Robin, and founded
and directs the Peony Society's Rob
in and the Tree Peony Robin.
Living in the open countryside of

Michigan's Upper Peninsula, he has
a large acreage where, besides pe
onies, he grows dwarf conifers, li
lacs, hemerocallis, irises, hostas, and
other plants. He is hybridizing in
several of these groups. His family
consists of a wife and four teen-age
children; his active Veterinary
Practice carries him many miles
from home by day and by night: We
all wish Dr. Reath the greatest suc
cess in his new venture and hope
time may never hang heavy on his
competent hands.
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I OBITUARIES $
Mrs. Russell Jones Dies From Injuries

Members of the American Peony Society were shocked tnreceive news of the tragedy that befell Russell Jones and daugh
ter Mrs. Earl Knapp on June 7th, when Enid Jones, wife andmother, died in Dukes Hospital, Peru, Ind., from injuries suffered
in a car pedestrian accident.
Mrs. Jones and her sister, Marjor-

ie Beuchamp, were struck and
pinned under a car at a street inter
section in Peru that morning.
Mrs. Jones was born in Peru, Feb.

14, 1888, the daughter of Brittain and
Anna Elvyn Runyan. She was mar
ried Sept. 2, 1914, to Russell Jones,
who survives. The couple operated
"Tuck-da-Way Gardens" on Indiana
Rt. 19 for several years, prior to re
tirement in 1967.
Surviving with her husband and

sister, Mrs. Reauchamp are two
daughters, Mrs. Earl Knapp, Carmel,
Ind., and Mrs. Robert Hadfield, Sac
ramento, Calif; three grandchildren
and one great-grandchild.
We missed Dorothy J. Knapp at

our annual Meeting and Show. She
wrote us that her father "is holding
up fine and his great strength will
carry him on. My aunt has several
breaks but no internal injuries for
which we are so grateful."
We shall never forget Mrs. Jones

on occasion of the planting of her
husband's peony origination-Hoosier
Heritage a beautiful October day,
1966, in the garden at the Governor's
Mansion in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Her gracious, unassuming manner
captivated us all as she observed
with pride, her husband planting
the roots under the eyes of the
television cameramen. The peony is
Indiana's State flower. Hoosier Heri
tage was first introduced at the 1966
APS Annual Meeting and Show,
held at Kingwood Center, Mansfield,
Ohio.

* * * *

MR. FRANK STOLL
Mr. Frank Stoll, a member of the

American Peony Society for many-
years, passed away last January 17th
at the home of his daughter, Mrs.
Charmion Nuebling, in Melbourne,
Fla., where he was spending the
winter.
Extremely active all his life, Mr.

Stoll will be widely missed in many
circles. While growing and exhibit
ing peonies was one of his prime in
terests, he was an ardent naturalist
and conservationist. He was for thir
ty years with the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden as Registrar and custodian,
and during his time there, was often
called upon to fill in with lectures
and demonstrations. He taught na
ture courses at many summer
camps, and particularly enjoyed his
contacts with young people.
After retiring to his summer home,

a farm on the Delaware River at
Layton, N.J. near his boyhood home,
he spent a great deal of time on his
other hobby, repair and restoration
of antique organs. There were usual
ly at least half a dozen in various
stages in his work shop, and when
weather prevented work in his gar
den, he would turn to the organ loft.
Mr. Stoll was a life long member

of the Grange, and also had the hon
or of being declared Elder Emeritus
of the Dutch Reformed Church in
the Classis of Orange, having served
as Elder for 75 consecutive years.
He never lost his zest for people,

and had a long list of friends all
over the country who will miss his
long letters, but treasure his mem
ory.
Mr. Stoll is survived by two

daughters, five grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.
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OUR READERS WRITE . . .

GEORGIA
Mrs. W. O. Blount, 190 Grady

Avenue, Athens, Georgia 30601;
"Enclosed is a list of peonies that
bloomed in my garden this Spring,
with the approximate date of the
first bloom of each variety. Besides
those on the list, I had several oth
ers to bloom; but, because they
came to me either unlabelel or mis
labeled, I cannot identify them. I
have about ten labeled varieties not
on the list that did not bloom, most
of these being small roots set out
last Fall.
As you can see from the list, the

last week of April and the first two
weeks of May covered the peak of
the blooming season.
Officianalis Rubra, April 21; Ne

on, May 2; Plainsman, May 2; Ann
Cousins, May 7; Duchess de Ne
mours, May 3; Fascination May 1;
and Festiva Maxima, May 3;
Kelway's Glorious, May 1; Ma

dame de Verneville, April 26; Snow
Mountain, May 6; Susan White,
May 6; Yosemite, May 18; La Perle,
April 28; and Martha Bulloch, May
12.
Minuet, May 10; Mons. Jules Klie,

May 1; Nick Shaylor, May 10;
Peachblow, April 23; Sarah Bern
hardt, May 4; Town Talk, May 9;
and David Harum, May 2.
Felix Crousse, May 2; Henry St.

Clair, May 1; Kansas, April 30;
Longfellow, May 4; Lord Kitchener,
May 4; Richard Carvel, May 1; and
Shawnee Chief, May 7.

ILLINOIS
Eldred E. Green, Garden Editor of

the Chicago Sun-Times wrote in ans
wer to our request for publicity re
garding the Meeting and Show held
in Milwaukee "Your inquiry as to
whether I raise peonies was rather
interesting. You must be a relatively

newcomer. My experience with pe
onies goes back to the 1930's, I was
one of the judges at the regional pe
ony show sponsored jointly by the
American Peony Society and the
Midwest Horticultural Society. I was
one of the judges at several of these
shows and worked with such men as
William Christman, Edward Auten,
Jr., Lyman Glasscock, Charles
Klehm, and many others. One of our
shows had the first major display of
Glasscock's hybrids.
I am a close friend of the entire

Klehm family. I knew Mr. Murawska
when he was still an engineer on the
railroad and just getting into peonies.
I have visited with Paul Battey
many times and talked peonies with
him, also Mr. Napier.
I have 84 varieties listed as being

in my present collection. Some of
these have died as a result of a flood
but most are doing all right. I cover
the entire range species, doubles,
singles, Japs, tree. I was a member
of the APS for many years and
wrote several articles for the Bulle
tin. Became so involved during the
war that I dropped out of several
societies. Just haven't gotten around
to join again (application blank has
been sent!) Keep me posted on the
Society's activities so I can give you
some publicity of anything in this
vicinity."

* * * »

KANSAS
Mrs. James E. Goddard, 909 Ben

ton Blvd., Dodge City, Kansas 67801
wrote May 20, 1968 "Tree and Hy
brid peonies have been truly magni-
ficant."

* * * *

MARYLAND
Marilynn B. Brumbaugh, Route 3,

Frederick, Maryland, 21701, June 25,
1968, Writes, "I live in the country
with a good view of the Blue Ridge
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Mountains which are about one mile
distant. My peonies are planted along
this westerly exposure and receive
some of the worst weather conditions
around here. Our winters are some
times very cold, (Last winter one
week below zero and one day hit
12 degrees) and sometimes have an
extreme amount of snow. But the
most damaging condition is that of
high winds. In the fall and spring
we have at least one month of very
windy weather -gusts of 35-40 MP.
H. with prevailing winds of about
15-20 M.P.H. Sometimes this occurs
during warm weather, sometimes
these are icy blizzards. My peonies
in fact all my flowers bloom two
to three weeks later than neighbors
as close as one quarter mile away.
I practice nothing but organic gar
dening and usually have a good
number of buds set. But often they
do not all open if the windy season
has been severe. I had a row of pe
onies near my stream in a more shel
tered location, but they never bloom
ed at all, I believe the soil there was
too poor. This year I have started a
Tree Peony incorporating it in with
other hedge and shrubs as a part of
my planned wind break. It now
stands only ten feet tall thought I
had lost it due to the severe winter
but it is growing now even though
late.
I enjoy the Bulletin especially the

articles giving cultural information
for amateurs like myself.

* * * *

NEBRASKA
Mr. R. M. Shuck of B and P Enter

prises, Edgar, Nebraska, 68935, has
written of having purchased the Pe
ony Gardens from Mr. Roy Cline. He
further states we "want to learn all
that we can."
We request our members in Ne

braska and adjoining states to please
write Mr. Shuck about chemicals
used for weed control-fertilizer re
commendation etc.

Leo J. Armatys, Central City, Ne
braska, wrote July 3rd "Red Charm
was fine as usual. It is one of my
few remaining herbaceous hybrids
and best of those here. Second best
is an un-named albi-lobata red from
a Harold Wolfe cross or should I
say Red Charm is best of double reds,
and Wolfe's is best of the single reds.
When I mentioned protecting my

small plants I didn't mean it like it
sounded. I've never felt it necessary
to box them in like some northern
gardeners do. My "protection" con
sisted of heavy wire corn-tunnels
placed on and around each plant;
with a rustic board fence on the
South and West sides of the group
ing, about 40" high with IW spac
ing between boards, anchored to
heavy, 12 to 14" diameter posts made
from old intersection-bridge pilings.
Main purpose of this sort of protec
tion was to block prevailing summer
winds, and guide kids and pets a-
round rather than thru the plants.
I'm in the process of finishing a

Japanese bridge over the drainage
ditch that borders our lawn. It is the
typical, semi-rustic, arched walking
bridge, but the floor will be covered
with artificial grass the "grass
greens" outdoor carpeting."

* »
OREGON

Ph. Henry Hartwig reported to us
on August 5th he will have a new ad
dress beginning September 1, 1968:
He will be living at 214 South High
land Ave., New Ulm, Minnesota
56073. Change of address cards, fur
nished by the Post Offices, are cer
tainly helpful. We appreciate Ph.
Hartwig's notice prior to mailing the
September Bulletin for he will not
miss his September Bulletin and we
will not have to pay the premium by
having the Bulletin returned, pay
the carrier lCc plus another envel
ope! !

* * * *
Carl H. Phetteplace, 634 Eugene

Medical Center, Eugene, Oregon
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97401, writes "Thank you for your
note about the Bulletin binders and
your enquiry about our weather and
peony growing. As I told you last
year I am just beginning to realize
that I have been missing something
because I have not tried to grow any
but a few old timers that is in every
ones yard until the past two years.
I have grown rhododendrons and
azaleas quite extensively (as a hob
by not commercial) for many years
and they do beautifully in our cli
mate. I think peonies supplement
the rhododendrous beautifully and
they too thrive here. I now have
perhaps 40 peonies acquired since I
became interested and this year se
veral have bloomed or are in bloom
or are budded. Being quite ignorant
and not knowing of any peony gar
dens near by I've acquired a little of
everything Herbaceous, Japenese
Tree Peonies, and Lutea Hybrids
from 2 or 3 of your famous commer
cial growers, and breeders in the
eastern United States. I have a vari
ety of colors and already I can see
that some of them are very choice
and more beautiful than any peonies
I have ever seen. I am impressed that
plants that have such exotic flowers
should be so hardy as to grow thru
out the colder parts of the country.
Our spring has been one of the

strange ones that comes once in a
while. There were 2 weeks in Febru
ary when the daily temperatures
were from 60 degress F. to 75 de
grees. Then suddenly after the warm
est day of all the temperatures drop
ped to 20 degrees above zero. Since
many things had been stimulated to
active growth or swollen buds there
was a great deal of damage. Two pe
onies which had already sent out se
veral inches of new growth look as
if they will not start again. Much
damage was done in quite a wide
range of plants. However most of
the peonies look as if nothing had
happened and I presume we are just

beginning to get the great majority
of plants either in flower or with fat
buds. I believe they are usually ear
lier than that with us here. It has
been beautiful weather ever since
that series of early March frosts, and
for the past week we have had a
warm rain nearly every day which
will help our forests and streams that
mean so much to us out here.
Thank you for your interest, I am

happy to be growing a few of the
most beautiful plants.

NEW YORK
Mrs. Russell W. Beal, Rt. 1, Payne

Rd., Castleton-on-Hudson, N.Y. 12033
wrote May 20, 1968 There are many
buds on the peonies this year and we
hope to have some beautiful flowers.
Today Smouthie (cut leaf) opened
and next week the only 2 tree peon
ies we have should also be open.
They are 2 years old one has one
bud and the other has 5. Am anixious
to see them.

* * * *

Max Gordon, 91 Fieldstone Lane,
Valley Stream, N.Y. 11581 asked for
information about the Peony Hand
book, having addressed his inquiry
to the former APS address. He stat
ed he was "not" ready to join the
Peony Society yet. "I purchased one
tree peony root this spring and I
would like to know its culture. I
think it has been cool this spring
not too much rain but there was a 4
inch rain about 3 weeks ago in a two
day period and a 2 inch rain over a
two day period last week. I wish that
Mother Nature would give us less
more often. Horticulture on Peonies
gave Mr. Peyton's address for more
information."

* * * *

Editor's Note: Mr. Gordon purchas
ed our Handbook. Let's hope our
members will assist Mr. Gordon in
learning more about peonies and be
coming a member!
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Roy Solberg, 1071 Udall Rd., Bay
Shore, N.Y. 11706 wrote in mid June
"You inquire about weather condi
tions here. We had a rather dry
March and April fairly cool. May
was cool with plenty of rain. You
probably read about the heavy rain
we had the latter part of May, about
five inches of rain with high winds
knocked some of the Peonies down.
Buds were pretty well developed at
the time. Cool weather held them
back from opening. Blooming sea
son generally begins Memorial Day
but this year they bloomed five and
six days later than usual. Had plenty
of flowers. You asked about my in
terest in the yellow tree Peony I
presumed I had bought. I was suspi
cious of it because the top growth
died off like a standard peony. Well,
this year it developed three buds and
turned out to be a single white peony
with a yellow center. I was greatly
disappointed for I have two white
doubles. I think the idea of a medal
for Peony Pioneers is a nice gesture
of appreciation for their work. Sor
ry I couldn't attend."

NEW ZEALAND
M. M. Johnstone, 142 Hautapu St.,

Taihape, N.I. New Zealand wrote us
as of July 5th "I regret I cannot
give you a list of the varieties that
grow best in this locality, as I am
the only person within eighty miles
of Taihape who has a collection of
Peonies. I have fifty different her
baceous and one tree peony.
It is practically impossible to get

peony plants into New Zealand. The
Government have prohibited the im
ports of all plants and it is very hard
to get the American Dollars to send
out of the country, so I am content
with what I have.
Mrs. L. M. Scott and Mr. Leo J.

Armatys both sent me some tree pe
ony seeds which I planted last year,
and I am now living on hopes time
will tell.
The blooming season down under

is four months away yet. The short
est day in New Zealand is June 21st
and also our mid winter. We have
had the lot this year rain-snow-
frosts and hailstorms. I have omitted
wind as we do not get very much of
that at anytime.
I am only an amateur gardener

and grow for the love of flowers on
ly. I give most of my flowers to the
hospitals. May I conclude by wishing
all peony growers a very successful
year."

*
FROM A LETTER THAT

CROSSED OUR DESK RECENTLY:
"A few days ago I suddenly remem

bered that there was a section devo
ted to peonies in an anthology of
Japanese Haiku that I have, and
there, sure enough, was Buson's "Ari
okyu shumon no hiraku botan kana"
"The peony opens; the vermilion

gate of the Ant Shrine."
Like all Haiku, its hard to say just

what it's supposed to mean, but the
suggestion is I think that the flower
is like a red painted shrine to the
ant.
Another of Buson's efforts goes:

"Yama ari akarasama nari shirobot-
an" "The mountain ant is suddenly
there on the white peony". You're
meant to see this big black ant a-
bruptly visible on the very white
peony its black hardness on the
soft whiteness.
Before dropping the subject of

Haiku, there's another you might
like: (by Shiki, a late 19th century
man, as opposed to Buson who is
17th century): "Shirobotan anyo no
kuki ni kuzurekeri" "The moon
light struck the white peony and it
fell apart". You're meant to see the
silent garden full of dark shadows
and the flower crumbling suddenly
under the weight of the flood of sil
very light pouring down upon it. The
thing about Haiku is that you have to
do as much about the poem as the
poet does and either you like them
or you don't."



Peonies May Need Help In September
By C. G. MILNE

The Indianapolis Star Garden Editor

(The BULLETIN Editor gratefully acknowledges permission granted by
Mr. Milne and the Star of Indianapolis, Indiana, to use this article. This is
a timely article, written by a man knowledgeable in all phases of Horticul
ture. Mr. Milne was Professor of Horticulture at Purdue University ahd
Texas A & M University and has degrees from Ohio State University. He
has been in his present position for the past sixteen years his scientific
background coupled with his writing ability a unique combination.)

September is the month in which your peonies might need
some help to survive.

Tasks range from planting new clumps, moving, division to
deep watering if weather is hot and dry and possible fertilization
to harden stems of the plants.

This article covers all of these jobs plus, a few more for early
next spring, so clip and save this column for futurfe use.

If you now have one or more peony plantings or if you intend
to add new varieties to your perennial border, read over these sug
gestions.

MORE IMPORTANTLY, look over the "Trouble Section"
wherein you might learn how to prevent headaches next year.
If your plants need dividing or

moving and if you decide on new
plants, do the necessary tasks as
soon as possible as peonies need all
the time they can get in the fall
months to make feeder roots before
soil chills down and winter sets in.

Peonies now have many uses in
both the garden or landscape scheme.
In the garden, they add dignity to
a mixed perennial bed and even
more when mixed in with daylilies
and iris as the blooming season is
extended for many weeks.

In a landscape plan, they may be
used properly as a nine-month
hedge, flowering for a month (using
different varieties and types) and
then offering green, healthy foilage
as a low hedge or dividing strip.

Peonies need almost a full day of
sunlight, so don't plan on using them
in semi-shade or under taller grow
ing trees or shrubs. As such, they
may give green foliage but will
seldom flower.

NEW PEONY divisions will be
ready soon at many garden centers.
Divisions should have several thick
roots joined at a crown and at this
junction at least five pink "eyes"
(buds) should be visible.
Then, too, growing plants are now

available. These are growing in con
tainers and may be planted without
division. They'll get a good start
this fall and probably flower next
spring.

OLD PLANTS
If established peony clumps are not



over 10 years old, bloomed well this
spring and are presently healthy,
leave them be, as peonies resent dis
turbance.
Do deep water these clumps when

necessary to supply healthy green
leaves with moisture to keep food
manufacture operating.
HOWEVER, if your peonies failed

to bloom this spring, read over these
possible reasons:

1. No flower bud formed The
plant crown is too deep. Dig away
soil to doublecheck crown depth. If
found to be more than two inches
below soil surface, plan to raise up
plant soon (with soil still clinging
to roots), add more soil to hole bot
tom and replace plant immediately.
Firm soil around sides of hole and
water well.
2. Flower buds formed but blooms

were small This trouble usually
means the plants were not properly
fertilized or watered last year. Read
on to discover proper actions to take
now and this coming spring.
3. Buds turned black and did not

open. This means Botrytis blight (a
fungus disease) was present see
further discussion under proper
heading.

PRESENT FOLIAGE
If present peony foliage is green

and healthy, do not cut it off if
clumps are not to be moved or di
vided.
If a few leaf stalks are bearing dri

ed or brown foliage, cut off these
few stalks.
If foliage has black spots, continue

spraying with one of the following
fungicides: Phaltan, captan or man-
zate.

DIVISION
Feony clump division is easy fol

low thess steps:
1. Dig up the entire plant.
2. Cut off all foliage at ground

line. Burn foliage.
3. Wash off all soil using a strong

stream of water.

1. Using a sharp knife, cut into
the crown of plant making divisions
of crown and heavy roots. Look close
ly at crown and try and cut into
sections each bearing at least five
pink eyes.
5. If you can't plant divisions im

mediately, store them inside a plas
tic bag (one division per bag) but
with no peat moss or other moisten
ed material. Place bags in a 45-de-
gree, dark place.

PLANTING TIPS
Since peonies are truly perman

ent plants, it pays to prepare soil
properly at planting time.
Select a spot in a sunny location

and one which is well-drained.
Dig a hole twice as deep and twice

as wide as necessary to hold peony
division or potted clump. If soil tak
en from hole is heavy clay, discard
about half of it and add to the soil,
a good handful of agricultural gyp
sum, a handful of superphosphate
and a quantity of peat moss equal
to volume of the soil pile. Mix all
these ingredients thoroughly.
PLACE SOME mixed fill soil in

the hole bottom and then hold pe
ony division or clump with one hand
in hole canter and at the proper dep
th (crown must be only two inches
below the soil line). Add fill soil, a
handful at one time, firming soil
around roots or soil ball after each
addition
Take the extra time necessary and

use a ruler to measure proper plant
ing depth of peony division or
clump. Take care not to harm pink
eye sprouts which are 1969 shoots.
Do not firm the top two inches of

final soil fill.
Water newly placed plant immed

iately and rewater when necessary.
It should not be necessary to cut

off leaf stalks of potted peonies.
GENERAL CULTURE

Don't fertilize peonies new or
old until spring and then, after new
shoots appear.



Use a 5-20-20 or similarly ratioed
material several handfuls per plant
and scattered around over the entire
root area. If you have a bed of pe
onies, spread the fertilizer at the
rate of two or three pounds per 100
square feet of soil surface.
Water in the applied fertilizer im

mediately.
A second application of the same

type of fertilizer could be made soon
after flowering.
To help prepare your present pe

onies for a possible severe Indiana
winter, apply a good handful of a
no nitrogen (0-20-20) type fertilizer
let stand as is around each estab
lished clump soon and water in
the dry fertilizer. This will harden
the peony crown and is a winter pre-
conditioner type. This is available
usually at Farm Bureau Co-ops.

Peonies never need a winter mul
ch, but they do benefit by a summer
one.

Remove faded blooms immediately
and don't allow seed heads to form.
Never strip a peony clump of all
blooms at one time.

TROUBLES
Botrytis blight is the worst dis

ease of peonies. It starts active "life"
in early spring from overwintering
spores left on the ground or on pe
ony leaf stalks left nearby. This
same disease strikes lilies and tulips.
Prevention of the trouble is far

easier to accomplish than control.

Start this fall by drenching each
clump with a solution of Bordeaux
mixture made by dissolving four ta
blespoons of the dry powder in one
gallon of water. Pour one gallon ov
er the crown and around over the
root area of each clump. Do this on
ly when a frost has completely kill

ed the foliage or in the case of new
ly planted divisions when a killing
frost has occurred. This concentra
tion of Bordeaux is too strong for
living foliage.

You should repeat this same action
next spring but before the new pink
shoots are more than one inch high.
WHEN FOLIAGE does appear,

you should further protect the plant
by spraying through the summer
using phaltan or captan or manzate.

Complete details of Botrytis blight
and other possible diseases are well-
covered in a free publication from
Purdue University. For your copy,
write to AES Mailing Room, Purdue
University, Lafayette, Ind., and ask
for "Peony Blights," Mimeo BP 1-1.

One more precautionary measure
you should employ is when .frosted
foliage is cut off this fall, make the
ground line. In this way, no leaf
stalk stubs will be exposed which
might carry over wintering blight
spores.
NEXT SPRING, if you should see

a few blackened flower buds, snip
them off immediately and burn
them.

One or more types of scale insects
can be found on peony stems and
foliage. Usually, the brown scales go
undetected until there's a terrific
build up and the best control meas
ure is to cut off infested stems and
burn. However, prevention could be
easily gained by spraying peony-
stems and foliage in mid-May with
either Spectracide, Tri-Cide or Iso-
tox.

Peonies always attract ants and
aphids, so prevent them both by
spraying the plants wih one of the
general insecticides early just as

flower buds are showing.
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Mr. Marvin C. Karrels, general chairman of the 1968 Annual Peony
Exhibition and Meeting of the American Peony Society and his daughter,
Mrs. Robert Risen, the gracious official hostess for the occasion, were
caught in the lens of our Society Treasurer's camera as they hurried
from one of the Domes into the exhibitor's workroom.

From the Editor's Desk . . .
Our heartfelt thanks to all who

did so much to assist us during the
busy three days in Milwaukee. The
65th Annual meeting was a highlight
in the history of the American Peony
Society. Mr. Marvin C. Karrels han
dled all details prior to and during
the Exhibition, Board meetings and
annual meeting with the capable as
sistance of his daughter, the charm
ing Mrs. Robert A. Risch, affection
ately known to us Elaine, official
hostess for the occasion.
Banquet arrangements under

Elaine's capable direction resulted
in attractive table decorations. Pe
onies in various shades of pink cen
tered the round tables while an un
usual cresent table in front of the
podium, held a large ice basket fill
ed with dozens of pink peonies, the

base of which was circled with the
same color blooms. The delicate pink
organdy table shirt was made effec
tive with electric lighting hidden
under the table.
We understand Mr. Dee Garrison

took time from his store to assist Mr.
Karrels several days prior to the
meeting. His Court of Honor gold
plaque was a work of art.
Mr. A. E. Volz assisted in transpor

ting peonies from the Cold Storage
building to the workroom at the
Domes where members of the Board
of Directors assisted in caring for
and making entries for exhibitors
unable to attend.
There has never been a Peony

Show that the General chairman of
the Show has not been worried
about enough entries. Mr. Karrels'
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greatest concern was lack of flowers
due to weather conditions in differ
ent sections of the country. The re
sponse this year far exceeded his
expectations. Mr. Karrels expressed
his appreciation many, many times
to these present. To all of you who
were unable to attend but shipped
your blooms he has asked us to say
"Thank you".

* * * *

Everyone will be glad to learn of
Gene Wild's recovery following ma
jor surgery in early July. She is back
on the job and says "surgery was not
much fun, and surely made me get
behind in my work" Gene is an im
portant person at Gilbert Wild &
Sons Nursery in Sarcoxie, Missouri.

* * *

We are delighted to receive a re
quest from Arno and Irene Nehrling
for some glossy black and white
prints of peony flower arrangements.
These are to be considered for in
clusion in the up-dating of their
book "Gardening, Forcing and Con
ditioning and Drying for Flower
Arrangements", as requested by the
publishers due to it being out of
print. Pictures of prize winning ar
rangements are being sent.

* * * *

Our last report about Art Muraws-
ka is that he is still confined to Lu
theran General Hospital, 1775 Demp
ster Street, Park Ridge, Illinois. Mr.
Murawska was hospitalized at the
time of our annual meeting and
show. Always an enthusiastic and
loyal member of the Society, Art,
as he is familarly known, was willing
to share his roots for the Root Auc
tion, as well as his knowledge. We
were glad to welcome his son, Wil
liam Murawska, there to represent
his father. He was a willing assistant
whenever and whereever he was
needed. We know Art will appreciate
hearing from the membership!

* * * *
We missed Mr. and Mrs. Myron

Bigger this year. According to word

received by Mr. Karrels just prior
to the meeting, Mr. Bigger's doctor
said he should not make the trip. We
wish for him a speedy recovery.

*
Mr. and Mrs. Pharon B. Denlinger

are making an extended tour of the
northwest, west and Mexico this sum
mer and early fall. According to
cards they were thoroughly enjoying
the parks in Canada and Alaska. We
received a brochure and brief guide
to The Butchart Gardens, Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada, together
with a card stating "These gardens
the most beautiful we've ever seen".

* * * *

Arthur G. Fox, Chairman "Electric
Gardening" Booklet Revision New
England Electric, 216 High Street,
Clinton, Mass. 01510, has written this
office for help in securing the latest
information on the use of electric
light for plant growing. They request
information about the Peony as fol
lows Stage of growth, Starting, For
cing, Growing, Flowering Light In
tensity Type of Light; Hours of
Lighting/Day and any other informa
tion regarding fixture mounting de
tails.
We understand some members

have tried forcing for Show purposes.
If you have any suggestions, please
send them to Mr. Fox.

« » » *

Your Editor is deeply appreciative
of your understanding of our person
al problem including a fractured
wrist which occurred in April. We
have been able to conduct the busi
ness of the Society from our vaca
tion hide-away each year, however,
this year the postal employees in
Canada selected those weeks to go
on strike. We were still receiving
mail that had been forwarded in
daily packets during the first part
of September. Every effort will be
made to answer all correspondence.
Yes, we wonder many times, when
does patience cease to be a virtue!
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Handbook of The Peony. 36-page booklet of concise articles on

why, when to plant, care, propagation, culture of peonies of all kinds
including tree peonies, 8-pages, 3 line drawings, 8 black and white illus
trations. Short lists of varieties and sources included. Price 50c each; 35c
each in quantities of 25 and 25c each in quantities of 50 or more.

Back Bulletins. Current issues 50c each. Other issues $1.00 each
when available. Send list wanted for quotation on purchase of more than
one Bulletin prior to current year.

Peonies Outdoors and In. Arno and Irene Nehrling. Hearthside
Press Inc., New York. About 300-pages, 100 black and white illustrations
and 11 color plates. Contents similar to those of the Handbook with the
addition of a section of Peonies Indoors, arrangements and how to stage a
show. About 40-pages are devoted to the Tree Peony. Price to members
of the American Peony Society: $4.95 each. To non-members $5.95.

Color Slide Collection. (35-mm slides), about 200 slides of all types,
including hybrid and tree peonies. Rent $5.00. Return Postage must be
paid by renter. Insure for $50.00. Renter supplies projector.

The Peonies. Edited by Dr. John C. Wister and published by Amer
ican Horticultural Society, 2401 Calvert St., N.W., Washington D.C., 20008
has over 200-pages and many illustrations. It treats both Tree and herb
aceous peonies. Write direct to American Peony Society Office for full
information, 107 Vz W. Main St., Van Wert, Ohio 45891.

GIFTS
Birthday Cards: Attractive cards with colored picture of peonies and

verse applicable for any occasion "Someone's Thinking of You" Limit
ed supply. Twelve (12) Cents each or ten (10) for $1.20.

Note Paper: Three-fold with cover picture an etching of peonies.
These cards are hand made especially for the American Peony Society by
the artist Avis Tyson. These are in packages of 8 and are Seventy-five
(.75) cents per package.

Party Napkins: We now have a supply on hand for immediate deliv
ery of white party napkins with pink peonies. Twenty (20) napkins to a
package. Sell for Seventy-five (.75) per package.

Above gifts must be ordered from
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

1071/2 W. Main St.
Van Wert, Ohio 45S91

Blue Peony China: made by Booths of England. Carried in open stock.
May be ordered from Tiffany & Company, 715 N. Michigan avenue,
Chicago, Illinois 60611. This pattern was selected by young Mrs. David
Rockefeller, daughter of Senator Chas. Percy. Prices include Dinner
plate $2.15@; Dessert plate $1.20@; B/B plate $1.00@; Tea c/s $2.15@;
Rim soup $1.65@; Cereal dish $1.20@. Serving pieces are available.

42



SAUNDERS HYBRID PEONIES
FOR GARDENS: Finest colors, particularly

the brilliant salmon and coral pinks.
FOR HYBRIDISTS: Special Strains and Plants

reserved for Breeders only.

SILVIA SAUNDERS
Clinton, New York 13323

PEONIES IRISES
HEMEROC ALLIS

Send 50c for our 83rd Anniversary Catalog
(1968) deductible from first order.
VISITORS WELCOME!

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.
Dept. APS-98

Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

THE ROCKFORD PRESS
"Quality Printing Since 1883"

PRINTERS PUBLISHERS

GUARANTEED NEW and USED TYPEWRITERS
and ADDING MACHINES

Phone (419) 363-5971 Rockford, Ohio 45882

EXOTIC HARDY SCARCE
SALE TREE PEONY SPECIMENS

America's Tree Peony Headquarters
HERBACEOUS HYBRIDS SPECIES

New Colored Catalog 100 Colored Tree Peony Photos

Louis Smirnow
85 Linden Lane Glen Head P.O. Brookville, N.Y. 11545



SPECIAL SALE OF PEONIES from our Geneva, New York
Nursery, Fall of 1968 Write for list, samples, etc. Includes fine cut-
flower varieties, Hydrids. A few of these are:

Big Ben, Detroit, Dixie, Felix Crousse, Lottie Dawson Rea, Myr
tle Gentry, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Ama-no-sode, Insani-gidui, Black
Monarch, Bright Knight, Old Main, Pageant, Patriot, Rose Marie,
and Your Majesty.

J. FRANKLIN STYER NURSERIES
Concordville, Pennsylvania 19331

RIVER DRIVE PEONY GARDEN
PRINCESS MARGARET COURT OF HONOR 4 YEARS
Home of Moonstone, Mildred May, Dignity,

Lotus Queen and other high grade peonies and iris.
WRITE FOR PRICE LIST

Arthur L. Murawska & Sons
8740 Ridge Street River Grove, 111. 60171

LINS' PEONIES
PRICE LIST ON REQUEST

NEW VARIETIES .,. . NEW COLORS
NEW PRICES

E. H. LINS GARDENS
Cologne, Minn. 55322

Did You Ever Plant A
"BIGGER" PEONY ?

PRICE LIST ON REQUEST
MYRON D. BIGGER

201 North Rice Road Topeka, Kansas 66616

ARE YOU INTERESTED
in

BINDERS for your BULLETINS?
ONE BINDER HOLDS SIXTEEN BULLETINS.
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KAY SEE DE LUXE GARDEN MARKERS
New SizeB -:- New Prices -:- Rustproof -:- Weatherproof -:- Permanent
All aluminum heavy guage nameplate, rolled edge. Vinyl coated, stiff wire
stem, offset to reduce turning.
REGULAR SIZE 2% x 4" nameplate, 18W stem

dozen, $3.25 25 for $6.25 100 for $19.95
KING SIZE 2%x4" nameplate, 25" stem

dozen, $4.25 25 for $7.95 100 for $21.50
DWABF1E SIZE l%x2%" nameplate, 12" stem

dozen, $2.95 25 for $5.50 100 for $17.50
Because of increased postage rates to distant points, please ADD TO ABOVE
PRICES:If your zip code begins with 0, 1 or 9 ; doz. 20c 25 35c 100 80cIf your zip code begins with 2, 3 or 8 ; doz. 10c 25 20c 100 50c

FOR PERFORMANCE AND LEGIBILITY, THE BEST IS CHEAPEST
TOP O' THE RIDGE 100 NE 81st St. Kansas City, Mo. 64118

ADAMS PEONY SUPPORTS
MADE OF STRONG GALVANIZED WIRE
After peonies have bloomed, supports can be

removed and used for bushy late bloomers such as
peonies, hardy asters, heliniums and mallows.

The weight that is developed as the plant grows
is readily supported.

For such plants as Delphinium and Lark-Spur,
we make wire flower supports and for long stake
plants, wire plant props.
We also make wire trellises and wire fencing loops.

BUY ADAMS KNOWN QUALITY
Manufactured By

THE ADAMS COMPANY
Box 269 Dubuque, Iowa 53001

ESTABLISHED 1383

TREE PEONIES
CHERRY HILL STRAINS
. . . have been grown for MORE
THAN' FORTY-ONE YEARS and we
have endeavored to maintain our
USUAL FINE QUALITY.

Please send for our catalog listing
the varieties we can furnish.

Cherry Hill Nurseries
(THURLOWS & STRANGER, INC.)

West Newbury, Mass. 019S5

In case you do not have our complete
descriptive Catalogue with cultural di
rections, drop us a card and we will
be glad to send you a copy.
WI LLIAM G RATW1 C KPAVILION NEW YORK 14525



THE BRAND PEONY FARMS
PEONIES, IRIS, FRENCH LILACS -
Color Catalogue Sent On Request

FREE
Brand Peony Farms

Box 36 Faribault, Minn. 55021

Introducing . . .

PAULA FAY (Orville Fay 1968)
This Second generation hybrid peony presents a beautiful shock

ing pink color which has great carrying power in the garden and show
room. The well placed blooms are carried upright on vigorous stems
which have dark green leaves, The plant is very tidy in the garden
never sprawling over the ground as some of the older peonies were
apt to do. The flowers contain five rows of petals. This fine hybrid
appears to be more resistant to peony diseases than many other hy
brids. It is very winter hardy, surviving winters in Northern Wis
consin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan with ease. A seedling of
Bravura, this second generation hybrid is somewhat fertile to certain
pollens.

Seedling No. 61-5. Early, 35 inches tall.
Price: $25.00 per division. Net.

DAVID REATH
PEONY GARDENS

Box 351

Vulcan, Michigan 49892



Hemerocallis
(DAYLILY)

Enjoy this wonderful flower from spring: to autumn
frost. Its long: blooming: season will greatly expand your
garden enjoyment.

Constant improvements In color, size, form and
habits Insure rapid growth of interest in this fine
perennial.

Three quarterly Journals and a large Yearbook are
filled with informative data on varieties, culture, per
formance and progress. Many Round Robins open to
participation.
ONLY $5.00 PER YEAR!

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
MRS. LEWIS B. WHEELER, SECRETARY

Dept. P. Box 458
Crown Point, Indiana 48307

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic information on daffodil culture,
types and classification, recommended
varieties, show procedures and places
to buy bulbs.

The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the
Society, just full of information you
should have.

The privilege of attending local, regional
and national meetings.

And new friends all over the USA, all
enthusiastic about Daffodils.

Annual Membership $5.00 Don't delay. Send your check today to:
MR. GEORGE S. LEE, JR., Executive Director

89 Cichester Rd.
New Canaan, Conn. 06840

JOIN US NOW!

Especially For IRIS Lovers!
AIS membership brings you . . .

What Every Iris Grower Should Know: beautiful free
handbook un ali kinds of irises, their culture, color, awards
and details of many AIS activities you can enjoy.
The Bulletin: each quarterly issue packed with interesting
helpful articles, variety reports, iris information.
Invitations to join letter robins; choose from over 20 iris
subjects ; get to know irisarians in your own area, across
the country, around the world.
All this plus local, regional, national meetings, garden
to~rs, shows and much more For only ¥5 a year.

The AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
2315 Tower Grove Avenue St. Louis, Missouri 63110
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Introducing!
KLEHM'S ESTATE PEONIES
A distinctive new series of patented peonies.

ESTATE PEONY Variety JAY CEE
Official flower of Elk Grove Village and the

Illinois Jay Cee Organization
Plant Patent 2011 $3.50 each or 3 for $9.95 Mid-Season Flowering:

Lovely red peony large and double with petal tipped silver
dark green foliage

ESTATE PEONY Variety VIVID ROSE
$3.50 each or 3 for $9.95 Late Blooming lovely pink peony
large double outstanding fragrance dark green foliage

ESTATE PEONY Variety BOWL OF CREAM
Patent Pending Full double rose type, long-lasting flowers

glistening cream white outstanding green foliage
adaptable for landscape planting

ESTATE PEONY Variety RASPBERRY SUNDAE
Double Mid-Season "Heaps of vanilla ice cream

Cream with raspberry topping dripping over the petals!

ESTATE PEONY Variety TOP BRASS
Double Mid-Season "New for '68"

Words cannot describe the ever changing panorama
of appleblossom pink, canary yellow and ivory!

Send for FREE COLOR CATALOG

CHARLES KLEHM & SON
KLEHM NURSERY "Since 1852"

2 E. Algonquin Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

312-437-2880 CHARTER MEMBER AMERICAN PEONY SOCDZTY

Press Print, Kockford, Ohio 45883


