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CENTENARIES AND OTHER ANNIVERSARIES
,Some of us put our heads together recently and decided that

fun and interest could be derived by our observing, at our Annual
Shows, or even perhaps in the pages of an occasional Bulletin; the
Centenaries of the men who have originated our Important, our
Historic, or our Favorite, peonies. We therefore set out to compile
the list.
The ideal, we felt, would be to

have one man, or possibly two (but
not more) whose Centenary we
might celebrate, for each year for a
foreseeable stretch of time say
the next fifteen or twenty years.
Though it would have made a very
pretty and a very regular arrange
ment to observe only the Centen
aries (100th anniversaries) we found
that out of, say the 25 most impor
tant men, twelve were born before
1869 and their Centenaries have
therefore already passed by, unob
served. So we began to look for
other anniversaries, such as 110th,
125th, and the like. Even this didn't
work out too well, for we found
that it made a very "lumpy" cal
endar of anniversaries: four or five
men's anniversaries would occur in
one year, whereas other years would
be left a complete blank.
Anyone who likes juggling with

figures will find many birth and
death dates in the old Manual (1928)
and in John Wister's book: THE
PEONIES (which we trust is on all
your bookshelves by now). Of
course Peony Men, even quite im
portant ones, could really be added
almost indefinitely. We tried to aim
at a Happy Medium: to include e-
nough Important Men to make an
interesting calendar for the fore
seeable future, yet not so many that
we would all tire of it within five
years or so. We set the accompanying
list before you as a starter.
The idea behind all this is that

we might stage a fairly big Exhi
bition of the peonies originated by
our Centenarian or Anniversarian.

An amusing Variation of this theme
might be to celebrate a Peony Cen
tenary. Festiva Maxima will have
her 125th Anniversary in 1976, for
instance! At any rate, we might
just try it for a few years, and see
whether it makes for a worthwhile
addition to our Show Tables, or to
the pagas of our Bulletin. For the
moment, it looks something like this
(and we give anniversaries of births
only, not deaths):
1969 100th Saunders (1869).
1970 130th Felix Crousse (1840).
(Mr. Cousins will be 82 this year).
75th Br. Earle B. White (1895).

1971 ICOth Kelsey (1871).
(Mr. Auten will be 90 this year).
ICOth A. M. Brand (1871).

1972

1973 150th Lemoine (1823).
175th Richardson (1798).

1974 100th Mrs. Freeborn (1874).
100th Nicholls (1874).

1075 100th Glasscock (1875).
1976 100th Bockstoce (1876).
125th Kelway's Founded (1851).
lC5th James Kelway II (born
(1871).

and Festiva Maximis 125th Anni
versary

1977 110th Allison (1867).
HCth Charles Klehm (1867).

1978 110th Sass (1868).
1979 135th O. F. Brand (1844).
1980 100th Mains (1880).
1981 100 th George Thurlow (1881).
(Festiva Maxima's 130th anniv.)

1982 150th Thomas Thurlow (fa



ther) (1832). (1887).

1983 140th Shaylor (1843).
125th Franklin (1858).

1984 160th Verdier (1824).
125th Dessert (1859).

1985 and 1986

1987 100th Winthrop Thurlow

1988 and 1989

1990 150th William Kelway (son)
"who did most of the firm's
work on peonies".

J. O. Lloyd (present owner of Kel
way 's)

PEONY PERSONALITY OF THE YEAR
A. P. SAUNDERS

AND THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
The late Prof. Saunders was ad

mitted to membership at the Fourth
Annual Meeting held in Boston,
June 15, 1906, exactly 63 years to
the day of June 15, 1969, when we
will be meeting at Kingwood Center,
Mansfield, Ohio, during the 66th An
nual Meeting. This is also the cen
tennial year of Prof. Saunders'
birth.
In June, 1907, he was appointed a

member of the Nomenclature Com
mittee and was elected a director at
Queens, Long Island, in June 1909.
He served as director until the time
of his death in August, 1953, with
the exception of a short time in
June, 1924, when he resigned his
position as secretary, to March, 1925,
when he was appointed a director to
fill the unexpired term of Mr. B.H.
Farr, who had died the previous fall.
Prof. Saunders was elected secre

tary June 8, 1911, at Philadelphia,
succeeding Mr. Arthur H. Fewkes
and continued that office until June,
1922, when the office was divided
into Recording Secretary and Editor,
and Corresponding Secretary. He
was elected Recording Secretary and
Editor and Mr. Christman, Corres
ponding Secretary. Prof. Saunders'
brother was appointed Acting Re
cording Secretary while Prof. Saun
ders was absent in Europe from that
summer until late 1923. He resigned
this office in 1924 and was succeed
ed in June, that year, by Mr. Christ-

man who assumed all duties connec
ted with the office, including editor
ship of the Bulletin.
He served as vice-president from

January 1928, to January, 1930, and
again from June 1936, to June, 1938.

He was president from January,
193C, to June, 1938.

He was a member of the Standing
Seedling Committee, from its be
ginning in March 1925, until his
death.
It was, we feel sure, due to his in

itiative, that the publication of the
Bulletin was undertaken by resolu
tion at Boston in 1915 and he was
responsible for the first sixteen
numbers. Who was responsible for
Nos. 17 and 18 is not clear. The cov
er bears the notation that Prof.
Saunders was the Editor, but he
was in Europe.
Prof. Saunders wrote many arti

cles for the Bulletin on many sub
jects. Those on hybridizing are text
books on the subject and are recom
mended reading to all who desire to
do this work.
He compiled the first three rating

lists and also the one in 1933. He
wrote many articles for many peri
odicals, both American and Foreign,
on the peony.
Further information about this

remarkable man will be carried in
the September Bulletin.



For best show and lowest cost

THINK PEONIES!
by Dr. John Baumgardt

(Credits: Dr. John Baumgardt and Grounds Maintenance Magazine,
April, 1969. Copy-right 1969 Intertec Publishing Corp.)

Bearing huge, exotic flowers in the
spring, followed by glossy green sum
mer foliage, peonies are a grounds-
keeper's answer to ease of mainten
ance. They are practically bug-proof
and disease-free as well as long-lived.

If you want to create the best
possible show for the least possible
expense, think peonies. Peonies are
among the most exotic, Glamorous
perennial flowers available. Their
huge, colorful flowers are showy in
the spring. Through the summer
their tailored, glossy foliage is an
attractive adjunct to borders.
The bold textured foliage and very

large blossoms of peonies scale these
plants for large gardens. They fit
especially well into estate and in
dustrial plantings.
As for environment the require

ments are few. Plant peonies in a
sunny, well-drained location where
they will be free of root interfer
ence.
Bed locations A bank of peonies

is ideal for facing down a high shrub
border or softening the face of a
high, sheared hedge. If you have

such a shrub border or hedge, view
ed across a fairly extensive lawn,
develop the peony planting as a
free-standing bed, leaving a mow
ing strip between the peonies and
shrubery or hedge. This creates an
optical illusion of continuous plant
ing while leaving the woody plants
open to maintenance and eliminat
ing the root interference problem.
For a 9-foot high shrub bank or
hedge, come out one and one-half
times that height to lay in a border
(this also works with perennials).
A parking area offers another

good home for peony beds. Broad
peony plantings impart a feeling of
mass due to the bold textures, but
they are low enough to avoid ob
structing vision.
Seasonal Advantage s Peony

plantings have several seasonal ad-



Set roots so that the crown is roughly two inches below the bed surface.
Properly planted, peonies will not need lifting or dividing for 50 to 100
years. Planted too deep, they may not flower.

These are border plant
ings at Continental Can
Co., Inc., in Van Wert,
Ohio. These peonies
were a definite part of
the landscaping plan
when the building was
completed in 1928. Ex
pansion plans were fi
nalized in 1948 at which
time the plantings were
moved to the circular
drive. Proof that the pe
ony is practically a per
manent perennial is
shown, as these plants
are still a joy for every
one to behold. This type
of planting is recom
mended for industrial
landscaping.
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Fragrant flowers
may reach 20 inches
across. Colors in
clude pure white thr
ough pale creams and
pinks to reds and
even chocolate
tones. Plants with
double, semi-double
and single flower
heads are available.

A good combination for planting with shrubbery, peonies grow in almost
" my kind of soil. Here they work as a hedge in a park.



vantages. The plants come up fairly
early in the spring, but it is a while
before they make a great show.

In autumn, clean the bed, culti
vate the soil (do not injure the
peony crowns) and dress the soil
with five pounds of bone meal per
1.000 sq. ft. Add an additional top
dressing of well-rotted cow manure,
if available. In areas where winters
are mild or snow covered, plant
winter-blooming violas and pansies.
In the deep cold, intermittant snow
belt wait until March to set the
plants. Peony beds will be a grand
display of color from earliest spring.
Do not plant spring bulbs in peony
beds. Hyacinths, daffodils and tu
lips carry a fungus disease hard on
peonies.

In mid-August cut the peony
plants to the ground. Work up the
bed and plant a chrysanthemum dis
play.
Types Available Peonies may be

considered in three groups. The
common, garden peony is the least
expensive and longest blooming. Or
der from the specialists, selecting
varieties with high numerical rat
ings, above 7.5. You want crisp,
fleshy roots with a well-developed
crown showing three to five buds or
"eyes." Order whites, pale pinks or
rose shades for border plantings.
These colors carry well over a dis
tance. They should predominate
beds close to walks, although some
of the livelier reds can be used here.
Select a range of bloom from early
to late from a few, carefully select
ed varieties.
A second group of peonies in

cludes those species which are
woody do not freeze to the ground
each winter. These are expensive,
special sorts, for use as individual
specimens not for large-scale drift
plantings. Individual blooms are
among the finest of flowers.

The third group is a cross between
the common garden peony and the
tree peony. Called hybrid peonies,
they die to the ground each year.
Foliage tends toward the matte fin
ish of tree peonies and flowers pick
up the radiant, glowing colors of
tree peonies. They bloom almost as
soon as they are planted and are
fairly expensive.

Planting Bulbs Plant peonies in
late summer or early fall. They do
well without dividing or lifting for
50 to 100 years, so it is best to pre
pare deep beds. At the lower level
mix in rotted manure, compost, leaf
mold or moistened peat combined
with dehydrated manure.

Work in 10 pounds of superphos
phate per 1,000 sq. ft. below the
root zone. Till the top of the beds.
Dig big planting holes. You can

let the peony roots soak in water
for a few hours while preparing
the holes. Set the roots so the crown
is roughly two inches below the sur
face of the bed. Work soil around the
roots by hand. Then water each
plant.
During the first winter it is wise

to cover the bed with straw, ever
green boughs or other mulch. The
next spring disbud the plants.

Insects and Diseases Almost no
insects or diseases bother peonies.
In early spring ants may invade
them in search of sugary exudate,
but they do no real harm. If the
ants carry aphids a single spraying
of contact insecticide will clean
them up.

In misty, humid climates new
shoots may show a gray mold and
the buds will blacken. This is botry-
tis and is best controlled by drench
ing the crowns as the shoots emerge,
from the ground with a thiocarbam-
ate spray such as ferbam, Manzate or
Dithane. A special botrytis prepara
tion called Botran also can be usedj



W. B. MEACHAM'S GARDEN

We think the story about Mr. W. B. Meacham's interest in tree peonies
is one you will all enjoy. Mr. Meacham lives in Fort Mill, South Carolina.
The corner shown above is only a small section of the garden.

In 1962, Mr. Meacham purchased 4 tree peonies. In 1963 3 of them
bloomed, only one bloom each, "but," he wrote I liked them very much and
in the fall of 1964, I purchased 30 one and two year old tree peonies."
About half of the 30 he purchased were planted in large clay pots for onte

year.
Mr. Meacham's peony bed comprises 240 varieties. He stated the ones

in this bed have been growing there over 30 years without being divided.
"Properly planted," he wrote, "they will outlive you!."

He joined the American Peony Society in 1938. His first order for roots
was from Mr. A. B. Franklin who returned the order advising they would
not grow in South Carolina. "He finally shipped the order," said Mr. Mea
cham," and we corresponded up until his death. He didn't know that my
Mother had peonies when I was born in 1891."

A SCHEME FOR SELECTING FLOWERS
by Anthony J. De Blasi

Are there any objective criteria by which to judge the value of a flow
ering plant? I believe there are, if they are based on a general philosophy.
The one of the many possible that I would like to present is that of
adaptability to varying schemes, dependability, neatness, and freedom from
attention (a temperate climate with reasonable rainfall assumed). A list of
relatively objective criteria, within such a horticultural attitude, might look
like this not necessarily in their order of importance):
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A Neatness
B Color range
C Form range
D Longevity
E Tolerance of general neglect
F Lack of pruning/trimming/dividing requirements
G Lack of elaborate or external feeding programs
H Freedom from disease and/or insect damage
I Hardiness
J Length of blooming period
K Evergreen
L Ability to stand up to rough weather

For simplicity and directness, scoring for each quality could be 3 points
high, 2 points for average, 1 point for low.

Now, let us say that we simply must grow cattleya orchids or fringed
gentians. What we do is throw the list out and apply ourselves to a task(
that falls outside of the philosophy of adaptability, dependability, neatness,
and freedom from attention.

But suppose we have to make a choice of 3 or 4 gardening plants among
a list of plants we like and to make the illustration concrete, say Uhat
we would like to choose 4 of the following 10 (since we've either seen and
liked, or read abut, or heard raves about them) : roses, lilacs, rhododen
drons, iris, daylilies, geraniums (except Lady Washington), tree peonies,
herbaceous peonies, petunias, lilies. The results might be as follows.

QUALITY SCORE
Criteria

H
g
3
a.

<

Rose 23221 1112312 21

Lilac 111322223113 22
Rhododendron 332323222133 29

Iris 133332323211 27
Daylily 21133133321 3 26
Geranium 313331321313 27
Herbaceous Peony 323333333111 29

Tree Peony 333333333112 31
Petunia 232123221312 24
Lily 133222222312 25
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The decision: get tree peonies, herbaceous peonies, rhododendrons, and
either iris, daylilies, or geraniums depending on some subjective prefer
ence since these 3 are "objectively" on an equal value footing.

To those of us who already grow peonies, it comes as no surprise that
they are so adaptable, dependable, neat, and trouble-free.

Of course, the specific awarding of points may be subject to some con
troversy; for example, some may argue that a lilac is of average, not low
neatness, as I have indicated but I think of how prone the foliage is in
late summer to become discolored or mildewed, and how it has a tendency
to sucker and/or grow out of bounds. No system is fool-proof, but at least,
with such a scheme, we may with some impunity discount the cry of
the person who would say I made a mistake by "saying" that geraniums are
better than roses: of course she would argue that roses are far more beau
tiful. What I "said," though, was that the geranium is somewhat more a-
daptable, more dependable, neater, and needs less attention than the rose
in the garden. Clear?

For those whose instincts need no guidance, I say: "Blessed be thou.''
But to those who need something to peg their choices on, I recommend that
they pick a list of flowering plants that they find "beautiful" (the larger
the list, the better) then subject that list to the test. If they do not know
the answers themselves to the various tests, they should seek the advice of
experienced gardeners, nurserymen, or books (in that order of preference

catalogs being the least reliable source of such information). The chan
ces are, the results will be gratifying.

(If, after seeing them, you agree that the tree peony is beautiful go
and get some! If you have some get more!)

Of course, if you disagree with the philosophy presented, create your
own list. Perhaps your philosophy is that you should fuss a lot in the gar
den or that rareness and exclusiveness outweigh other considerations. In
that case, your list of criteria would look somewhat different, but in any
case, if the tree peony be subjected to that list, it may still come out ahead!

SCHEDULE CHANGE
All persons planning to enter arrangements in DIVISION VII,

SCHEDULE for the 64th Annual Peony Exhibition, to be held June
14th and 15th, are asked to disregard the statement Section II.
All classes will be open to all arrangers. This is compliance with the
request by Mr. James Martin, Assistant Director, Kingwood Center.

KINGWOOD
GIVES AWARD

We are pleased to announce an
Award to be given by Kingwood
Center, "in the Peony Show, namely
a silver, enameled bowl, listed as

the Kingwood Bowl.
The Society is deeply grateful for

the courtesy extended by Kingwood
Center. We regret that a description
of the Award was not known at the
time of printing of the Schedule.

12



PEONIES NATIONAL ARBORETUM

This is the time of the year when
members of our Society, living in
the Washington, D.C. area, and
those traveling in the vicinity, should
avail themselves of the opportunity
of visiting the peony plantings at the
National Arboretum.
We asked Mr. Leland H. Cole,

chairman of the original planting
advisory committee, for more infor
mation about the plantings. He was
kind enough to secure for us, pic
tures of the plantings. Dr. Henry T.
Skinner, Director of the Arboretum,
graciously assisted by having black
and white prints, made for our pur
pose, from the original color slides.
Two of these appear in this issue.
We are repeating the plate of Map
used in Bulletin No. 185, June, 1967,

for on this plate are shown locations

of the peony plantings (shaded are
as).

The complete story of the plantings
was prepared for us by Mr. Cole and
appeared in the Bulletin referred to
above. For further reference as to
how the planting was started we
refer you to Bulletins No. 139, Dec,
1955 calling attention to the King-
wood Center plantings and Bulletin
No. 151, Dec., 1958.

Mr. Cole suggests "one should al

low for an overnight side trip to

Dupont Longwood Cardens at Ken-
nett Square, Pa., less than ICO miles
from the Arboretum on U.S. Rt. 1,

for it's well worth the time and

their peonies generally bloom about

a week later."

This planting may be seen from the road.



All plants are individually identified.
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Ail
TREE PEONIES

By Leo J. Armatys
The collapsing ecology of our fertile land is

increasingly evident. Planting tree peonies won't
reverse the trend, but this majestic flower may
blur the image of the barren, artificial landscape
of the future.

Spring Showoffs:

First signs of life come to tree
peonies earlier than to any other
member of the peony family. Here,
the brightest, cleanest green of ear
ly spring is provided by the early
growth of Rock's Variety the
white species that rates No. 1 on so
many points.
A good companion for Rock's Va

riety is the Japanese YACHIYO
TSUBAKI, whose first signs of life
are tinged a lighter red than most
others. The color, listed as coral red
in some catalogs, extends to the new
stem growth. YACHIYO TSUBAKI
is a choice plant, full double, with
a tendency to bloom at a young age

often the first year after planting.
Even if it weren't for its blossoms,

which have a dark, lighted-f rom-
within look, Gratwick's GUARDIAN
CF THE MONASTERY would be a
standout among tree peonies. He
calls it the strongest grower in the
nursery. Once established, it sends
up the tallest stems of any I've seen,
with no tendency to droop. Sturdy
stems seem to be a hallmark of
things originating in the Gratwiek
nurseries. More hybridizers should
have the courage to discard beautiful
bloomers that can't stand erect in
the garden.
Remember, when other flowers

pass their prime and require reset
ting or division, Moutan keeps get
ting sturdier and prettier!

Winter in Retrospect:

The long, hard winter dramatiz
ed the adaptability of tree peonies
(all peonies, for that matter) in
harsh weather areas. Some big lutea
hybrids lost stems, but new growth
from underground buds will let them
bloom again as tho nothing had
happened.

The young Daphnis hybrids here
gained more points for their winter
performance. Not a single inch of
stem loss. Not even on tall ARTE
MIS, whose single stalk towered
above the others. There must be an
extra ingredient in these hybrids.
Tiny REDON, planted last Septem
ber and extending just two inches
above ground level on May 2, is de
termined to bloom this spring. DE-
METER, only one in last year's
gn up that didn't bloom on first
year plants, has four big, expanding
buds. These hybrids are being hailed
as the plants of the future. All of
the evidence isn't in, but all signs
indicate that they will justify the
optimistic predictions made for them.
Steve Moldovan is preparing to

enter the ranks of those offering tree
peonies. Rather than taking short
cuts and importing a lot of Japanese
grafts, he is collecting the finest
kinds known. This will mean a delay
in marketing his tree peonies, but
patience is a virtue shared by all
tree peony growers. Steve's Iris and
daylilies (all top flight) will now
have their most serious competition.

16



TREE PEONIES IN MARCH
By Gary P. Seaman

One of the most outstanding displays of this years New Eng
land Spring Flower Show, a truly unique experience, was Marinus
Vander Pol's clematis and tree peony exhibit which won him again
a top prize last year he won the prestigious Presidents' Bowl.
Mr. Vander Pol's clematis were

subtly arranged along a serpentine
stone pathway against a background
of evergreens. But then one's eye
was drawn to the luminous pink of
Howzan which begins the tree peony
display.
This pink was contrasted by the

Saunders' hybrids (Argosy and Cor
sair) at the other end of the display
whose colors harmonized sonorously.
In the center ones attention is cap
tured by the magnificently large and
uniquely shaped blooms of Shuja-
kumon. This superior pink was
flanked by the lighter pink of Tama-
Fuyo, Lotus like in its perfection, it
is always a joy to see. Towering be
hind, were the legendary Chugai
seedlings procured by William Grat-
wick in 1937 from the Chugai

Shokubutsu Yen Nursery.
The floriferous character of these

seedlings was seen in one with thir
ty-five blooms! The sculptured deli
cacy and wavy elegance of their
translucent petals resemble those of
the Captains Concubine.
Vander Pol is expert at forcing

these plants which are dug, balled
and burlaped in the fall, stored at
controlled temperatures and brought
out at just the right moment. One
of the secrets of forcing tree peonies
is using large well-established stock
(15-20 years old). To get this, Vander
Pol, for many years, has traveled to
William Gatwicks' in Pavillion, New
York to choose and buy his speci
mens for these annual shows.
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LAURA MAGNUSSON - - - A WINNER!

Oliver Fritz, St. Mary's, Ohio, told
us he entered his bloom of Laura
Magnusson in a Flower Show in Sid
ney, Ohio, last year, and won First
Prize. He took his winning bloom
home, refrigerated it and one week
later took the same bloom to An
derson, Indiana. There, in a Show
held in an air-conditioned Shopping
Center, Laura Magnusson was again

a winner. "The same bloom won a
second award!", said Mr. Fritz. He
also said his doubles wilted all the
way to Anderson, Indiana.

Laura Magnusson, a Saunders hy
brid (1941) a semi-double, is a

large cup-shaped clear bright rose,
truly a beautiful flower.

GRAFTING HERBACEOUS PEONIES
By Ben Gilbertson

When we hear the term "grafting" used in connection with
peonies we right away think of Tree Peonies, as this is the usual
method of propagating or making increase with this species. How
ever there are times when we can use this method with the her
baceous types to good advantages, such as when the Peony Hybri
dizer discovers that "one in a thousand"seedling that outshines any
other peony in its class and there is only that one plant in all
the world.
I first used this method many

years ago when adding a new vari
ety to our commercial planting. The
divisions were purchased from an
other grower and I did not have
quite enough to complete the row,
so I slipped off buds that I felt were

not needed and grafted them on to
the roots of a worthless variety that
had been growing nearby. As I re
member it, I had made 12 of these
grafts and planted them at once in
the nursery row and about mid-Sep
tember. The following spring all
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but one of these grafts came on and
eventually made fine plants, true to
the bud variety. The next fall more
of these grafts were made and set out
in the nursery row, but much later,
perhaps in late October, and the re
sults were almost a total failure.
This suggested that the grafts need
ed some warm weather before freez
ing in for winter. The next time I
needed to make increase in this way
was when I first acquired Prairie
Moon. The second year that I had
this hybrid variety 2 small plants
I felt that I could "steal" a total

of three buds without harming the
original plants. These I slipped off
late in the fall without digging the
plants, and grafted them on com
mon lactiflora roots and potted
them, keeping the pots at room tem
perature for three months and then
moving them to a cool basement, a-
bout 40-45 degrees for the remain
der of the winter. Next spring the
buds were all well developed and
looked ready to grow so they were
planted out like any other peony
root as soon as the frost was out.
After waiting until late May for
these grafts to come up, and they
never did, I dug down to the buds
and found them all dead and rotted.
This suggested that these grafts
need freezing in to break dormancy.
That same fall I had grafted and pot
ted two buds of Mlokoseqitschi in
the same manner. These also failed
to sprout but by fall they had both
developed a new bud on the bud
stock and the second spring they
came on in fine shape.
I have also used this method for

increase on tenuifolia, which grafts
well on lactiflora roots when it is
planted with the bud one inch be
low ground level, and grown there
one year, then dug and replanted
with the bud about 4 inches below
ground. It will then make its own
roots above the graft. Grafts made

before September 15th are now
planted out directly into the nursery
rows while those made later are
potted and kept at room tempera
ture for three months and then al
lowed to freeze in and stay frozen
until spring and then set out as a-
bove. Do not allow repeated freez
ing and thawing. Some hybrids are
difficult to graft successfully on
common lacti'lora roots but will
take well on their own kind.
Some of the hybrid roots will de

velop buds almost anywhere on the
root, and so are unfit for use as
rootstock for another variety. Also
some of the species are very likely
to develop buds on pieces of root
left in the ground when the plant
is dug.
In making the graft, the bud is

taken from the "mother" root so it
will have some cambium or "bark"
on one side, and cut with a very
sharp knife to a wedge or chisel
point an inch or so in length, which
is then slipped into a cut of the
same length made in the crown end
of the rootstock, care being taken
to match the cambium of the two
parts, as in any other graft. It is
then wrapped with rubber budding
strips to hold the union together.
The rubber strips should be removed
the following fall. Rootstock used
for grafting can be single finger
roots 1/2 to 3/5 inch in diameter
and 6 inches long, and should be
cut far enough from the crown to
be sure that no buds will develop on
it. In a milder climate, potting may
not be necessary but here in North
Dakota the fall season is very short
and too cool for any tissue mending
to take place in the graft.

In answer to our note asking for
a few autobiographical notes, Mr.
Gilbertson replied: I find this a lit
tle difficult to do. However I can



truthfully say that I am a very or
dinary sort of person. I was born
the last of a family of ten children,
grew up on a North Dakota farm,
walked two miles to school, and
finished the 8th grade.
I did a grown man's work on my

father's farm from the age of 14 on,
and farmed a few years on my own
before taking up Commerical Honey
Production, or Bee Keeping, which
became my life profession. I opera
ted here in North Dakota, in Min
nesota, and in Texas. I sold my Bee
Business in 1E62 after having pro
duced over two million pounds of
honey.
I was never a Professional Nur

seryman, but such work has always
fascinated me, and 1 have had a
Hobby Nursery for many years. I
have worked at plant breeding,
mostly on squash and peonies. Be
sides the "KINDRED" Squash, re
leased this year, I developed anoth
er variety that grows to enormous
size, having topped 200 pounds in
three of the past four years.
In peonies I have some 45 new

seedlings that have been selected for
further trial, but of the many hun
dreds that have been thrown away.
I have only one, so far, that I defin
itely plan, in due time, to introduce.
Many hundreds more have yet to
bloom.
I have also worked during the

winter months at making honey
processing machines for other bee
keepers. That is about all I can think
of just now. Sincerely yours,

Ben Gilbertson,
Kindred, North Dakota

(Editor's Note: How very inter
esting, Mr. Gilbertson. How we

wish we had about a hundred more
"very ordinary sort of person" like
you).

Peony Blooms
Must Be Cut

With Caution

Plants May Be Injured Se
verely by Pruning Stems

Too Long.

BY JAMES H. BURDETT.
(Director of the National Garden Bureau.)
When peony blooms are cut it is

possible to injure the plant severely
if stems are cut too long. At least two
lateral leaves must be left on each
stem. Long stems on peony flowers
are not required at flower shows. If a
stem of eighteen inches is provided
it is sufficient. This should also be
sufficient for most flower arrange
ments and where a few exceptional
ly long stems are needed, be care
ful to take them from bushy plants
and take only one from a plant.
A first-year plant may easily be

killed by cutting its flower, of which
there will usually be only one, with
too long a stem. It is better to cut
first flowers so as to let most of the
leaves remain. The reason for this is
easy to discover if one removes the
dirt carefully from the base of any
peony stem.

Two Buds at Base.
Two tiny buds or eyes will be seen

at the base. On vigorous stalks you
may find three eyes. These are the
embryonic stems and flowers of next
season. For their development they
are dependent upon the leaf growth
of the old stems and if this is re
moved they will shrivel up.
Peonies need never be moved af

ter they are once established in a
place where they thrive unless it is
desired to multiply them. In this
case it is better to divide the roots

20



the third year after they have been
painted.
Older roots are more difficult to

use in propagation. They become
woody, and if they are divided much
of the old roots should be cut away
from the eyes. For the amateur in
dividing a root less than three eyes
should be left on each division. Two-
eye divisions made by professionals
are usually satisfactory.

Thrive Long in One Spot.
Peonies have been known to

thrive more than 100 years in the
same location. They need fertilizer.
A balanced commercial fertilizer
containing nitrogen, phosphorus and
potash is good for them. Bone meal
often is applied, preferably in the
fall. Lime is considered good for

peonies. A clay soil will produce
the best flowers, and these flowers,
being natives of Siberia are perfect
ly hardy, being at their best in the
latitude of Minneapolis.
Peonies are grateful flowers in

Chicago gardens. Some landscape
men call them the rhododendrons of
the west and plant them in masses
as rhododendrons are used in the
eastern states, where peonies do not
do as well. The flowers of the peony
are incomparably superior to the
rhododendron.
The above story appeared in the

columns of The Chicago Daily News
Thursday, June 13, 1929. Do you
agree with the writer James H.
Burdett? Let's hear from you ....
The Ed.

WILL YOU PLEASE HYBRIDIZE?
by E. L. Pherson

This appeal is directed to every able bodied reader of this Bulletin.
Should all circumstances favor the project it is intended that this article
shall be the first of a series. The purpose shall be to convince each of you
that:

1. You can, with even a minimal program of your own, develop va
rieties of which you can be justifiedly proud.

2. Collectively you can contribute to the complete transformation of
the peony, and so retore it to its rightful place in the affections of
the gardening public.

Hopefully, enough facts, statistics,
arguments, can be presented to you
as to convince you that this goal is
now easily within our reach. The
evidence which supports this con
clusion is overwhelming. Only a lit
tle of it will be presented to you in
this first article, in the interest of
keeping it reasonably brief. This lit
tle should be enough to recruit some
of you to the cause.
There would be no good reason

to continue to write on this subject
or clutter the pages of the Bulletin
if no immediate useful action were
to come from it. I could not find it
possible to continue to address an

unseen audience from which there
would come no response. On the oth
er hand I would be delighted to
learn that through these efforts a
number of brand-new "beginning
hybridizers" had been started on
their way. Therefore you MUST do
this: Write at once, directly to
me or to Silvia Saunders and tell
us that you have "decided" not
that you are "interested". "Interest"
does NOT create peonies.
It can hardly be doubted that a

serious obstacle to continuous ra
pid progress in improvement of the
peony has been the deep fog of mys
tery which has so long enveloped
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the whole subject of hybridizing.
There is no mystery! Certainly the

act of making a cross between two
blooms is a little less complicated
than tying a shoelace. Collecting and
planting the seeds and growing them
out involves only ordinary garden
procedures and is no problem. True,
the "early germination" method of
germinating seeds can be tricky, but
beginners should not feel that they
must try it.
With those bogymen disposed of,

there remains only a single area of
uncertainty. What crosses will pro
duce the best seedlings?
I don't know. Nobody else knows

either. It is one of the things we
want You to help us discover. But
don't be dismayed! There are two,
possibly three, very significant
"breaks" in peony breeding which
will eventually be exploited to re
place perhaps half of our present
cultivars with much finer ones, and
to add to our list a whole big ser
ies of fine yellows. You may wish
to confine your efforts to this field
only.
It probably is not generally real

ized that those pitifully few of us
who are presently hybridizing, have
not as yet bloomed more than a very
few seedlings. We do have younger
plants from hundreds of crosses
which are very different from those
"hot prospects" hinted at above. It's
entirely reasonable to suppose that
some other very interesting things
may appear among them and so chal
lenge us to direct some of our ef
forts towards still other goals. If
these articles are to be continued
and if I should obtain such a "break"
you shall hear about it at once.
In keeping with this promise I

must now tell you what has hap
pened in my own garden up to now.
In 1967 I bloomed the first nine seed
lings from my own crossings. These
were:
1, Six seedlings from lactiflora

crossed with one of the Saun
ders' unnamed "Quads".

2. One seedling (lactiflorax
Smouthii) A three year old!

3. Two seedlings of lactiflora
(Probably Moon of Nippon)
crossed with Laura Magnusson,

One of the last two is a very late,
tall, completely double, ball shaped,
pale pink. It had three blooms in
this, its fourth year from pollination,
and eleven blooms in 1968. It has
been divided. It is good enough to
warrant a second look by the most
critical fancier.
Then in 1968 I bloomed about for

ty others. I believe there is nothing
important among them, but several
will be looked at once more and a
few others were saved for possible
breeders.
One fine seedling out of nine? Or

even one of forty nine. In either
case, had you been doing a little
hybridizing this seedling or one
even better might have been
yours.
This success ratio, approximating

two per cent, is very good indeed,
but probably no better than may
be anticipated when only the most
promising crosses are made. This
conclusion is amply substantiated by
the records of the work of the late
Professor A. P. Saunders. Much
more on this another time!
Contrast this success ratio with

that which may be expected if work
ing with almost any other flower.
Because I hybridized gladiolus on a
hobby level for a little more than
twenty years I shall use it for com
parison.
The gladiolus is much in demand

as a commercial cut flower and some
thousands of acres are planted. The
bulb growers have been stimulated
to great effort to supply ever better
varieties for this purpose. Because
seedlings have been grown by the
millions the ultimate in perfection
has almost been reached. It might
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be thought therefore that the efforts
to obtain new seedlings might have
been slowed considerably by now.
This is not true. It seems that any
"glad" stock eventually becomes in
fected with a complex of Virus dis
eases and ceases to grow well. New
originations consequently are want
ed to replace those which "run out".
The net result of all this is that the
growers are compelled to produce
new seedlings like crazy just to stay
in the same place, and the success
ratio works out at about one accept
able seedling per ten thousand. The
chances for success in hybridizing
peonies are one or two hundred times
as good as this; both because, by
comparison, so little work has been
done with them, and because the
available bank of genetic material
is much greater. Have I said enough?
I hope so. I hope you will accept

my assurance that any farm house
wife, carpenter, dentist, factory
worker, secretary, minister; any
body at all can hybridize peonies
successfully. A little available gar
den space is required of course, but
it is assumed that most readers of
the Bulletin do have that.
If there is a suitable response to

this appeal I propose to tell you in
these pages exactly how you should
go about it. It would be completely
non-technical, but precise and com
plete. In as much as every garden
er's own circumstances will differ
from that of every other it will not
be possible for every one to pursue
exactly the same program. So I want
to hear from each of you by letter.
Tell me how much garden space you
have available to devote to this ef
fort. Tell me also what peonies you
now have, naming them if you can.
I propose to answer any such letter
and perhaps suggest a breeding pro
gram which would be best for you.
I would hope also to be able to con
tinue this correspondence with each
of you.

Does all this sound a bit presump
tuous? Do you wonder with Seneca,
"What meat doth this, my Ceasar
eat that he is grown so great?" I will
admit that it would be much better
if someone with many years of ex
perience in breeding hybrid peonies
were to take over this assignment.
If there were some such persons, pos
sibly one of them might come for
ward; but there aren't. So little work
has been done with peonies since
the time when the pioneer hybridiz
ers (Saunders, Auten, Bocstoce, etc.)
were active that there are no "ex
perts" now working. Nevertheless,
the need for a large collective hy
bridizing program makes it neces
sary for someone to evangelize; to
convince every fancier that he can
play a meaningful part in this effort.
I propose to try.
Listen flower lovers! Would any

of you grow for your enjoyment a
daylily which existed one hundred
years ago? An iris? A rose? A gladi
olus? An African violet? You can
think of others. Of course you
wouldn't! Yet we can find listed
among the "Most Popular Peonies"
at least four peonies which are old
er than this. Why have these four
or more not been decisively super
seded by now? Be assured, it is not
because the potential to accomplish
this does not exist. It does. Empha
tically so.

There is more evidence of this sor
ry state of affairs in the current list
of one of the largest retailers of pe
onies in the United States. Among
featured new introductions there are
three iris and twenty three daylilies.
Peonies? Nonev This situation rs
fairly typical as you can discover
by searching the catalogss of all the
specialist-growers of iris, daylilies
and peonies. Will you help change
it?
You can do it easily if you follow

the example set for us by the day-
lilly fanciers. I am out of touch with
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these people now that I have dis
covered the greater possibilities in
peonies, but I did hybridize them
for a few years and knew something
about what was being done. It seem
ed almost as if every owner of two
different plants felt a compulsion
to cross them. The cumulative re
sult has been that hundreds of new-
varieties are named and registered
every year. Only a few of these can
become well known of course, be
cause overall, improvement is so
rapid that many varieties intro
duced as recently as ten years ago
are now quite outdated. I have read
a suggestion that our requirements
for registration be so "tightened" as
to exclude any which might prove
unworthy. It would be wonderful to
have to acknowledge that new hy
brid peonies were being produced
at such a rate as to make such action
an urgent necessity. Why don't a
lot of you get busy and really give
our Registration Committee some
thing to worry about?
In addition to the element of mys

tery concerning the simple mechan
ics of pollinating a flower, any one
of a series of rationalizations may
discourage one from making that
important first attempt. Here are
several that come to mind.

1. The big commercial growers
have been working with the
peony so intensively and for so
long a time that I would be
foolish to think that I could do
anything significant.

2. I don't have the brilliant mind
or the special educational train
ing possessed by those people
who write so knowingly about
genetics and all those myster
ious procedures which a hy
bridizer must know about and
use.

3. How could I presume to believe
that I could develop even one
hybrid seedling which would
be an improvement on anyone

of the many fine hybrids pro
duced by such a giant in this
field as the late A.P. Saunders?
We know from the published
accounts of his work that he
spent much of a whole lifetime
crossing each known species of
peony with every other one.
After such a prodigious effort
how can anyone hope to im
prove very much on the hybrids
he gave us? I would not care
to do a lot of work only to
produce something a slight bit
better!

Perhaps such rationalizations as
these HAVE been a factor in dis
couraging fanciers from engaging in
this very fascinating hobby. It is per
fectly clear to me that none of these
arguments have any real merit. Now.
if only you could be convinced of
this certainty perhaps you would
then start to hybridize. You are very
much needed!
1. (The Commerical Growers)
Maybe in some instances it would

be better if the printed word were
not so permanent or read and be
lieved so unquestioningly. Under
standably those who have written
about peony personages have done
so in only a laudatory manner. Al
most any reader might be led to be
lieve from some accounts that these
people possessed traits of genius
comparable to that of a Bruno, a
Newton or of an Einstein. As the
years pass the accounts, still read,
take on increasingly the character
of Holy Writ.
This little bit of "de-bunking" you

may accept or ignore as you see fit.
To insist too strongly would only be
to place one self in the position of
the Bible revisors who might wish
to remove from its pages the edi
torial comments of ancient transcrib
ers.
We can get a very good idea as to

who has worked the most effective
ly to improve the peony just by
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paging through the catalogs. Some
of these list the originator's name
behind the name of the variety. If
we do this we can quickly realize
that the commercial growers, col
lectively, are not predominant by
any means. At an earlier time, when
economic pressures were less relent
less than now, such persons as the
Brands father and son could
plant literally bushels of field col
lected lactiflora seeds and bloom
them out. It's doubtful that any
grower could match even a small
part of such an effort in today's
economic climate. It simply would
not contribute to their livelihood. A
new crop of hobby-hybriders must
spring up to do what is needed.
2. (The Geneticists)
These people are a race apart. In

their college laboratories they con
centrate on a scientific search for
new truths. They are seldom garden
enthusiasts as well. Any actual im
provement they may engage in, is
limited to those field crops of the
greatest economic importance.
Naturally some hobby hybridizers

do have a basic understanding of
this discipline. It helps them in
choosing the crosses they will try.
It also adds to their interest by sug
gesting to them some of the exotic
breeding "tricks" we sometimes read
about. But so elusive are the tangi
ble results obtained through such
procedures that they will probably
not be an important factor in peony
development for quite a long time.
The overwhelming majority of the
fine peonies of the future will be
obtained from conventional crossing
methods which anyone can master.
3. (A. P. Saunders)
Quite a large number of crosses

between lactiflora and officinalis
and closely related forms have been
made. These crosses account for a
very large portion of the hybrids
now in commerce. Obviously there
will be more to come. Their quality
is so good that Alan J. Wild chooses
one of them Red Charm as the
finest of all peonies, in his opinion.
These hybrids are certainly a no

table contribution to the world of
peonies. Nevertheless there is a cer
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tain "sameness" about them, just as
there is in the commoner lactifloras.
For still greater variety in form and
color we have no recourse but to
direct our attention to the use in
breeding of other, more exotic spe
cies.
Should we decide to try this we

would be in trouble right from the
start. Some of these species are
rare, possibly no longer available
anywhere. Others so hard to estab
lish or grow at all that we can't keep
them. Some plants which can be pur
chased are not correctly identified.
It's appalling to think of the time

and effort which would be needed
to incorporate the bloodlines of these
temperamental species into more
manageable hybrids, so that they
could then be used in further devel
opment. The remarkable achieve
ment of the equally remarkable Mr.
Saunders consists of his having done

just this. Naturally, having given
us these plants, he couldn't have
time enough left to him to exploit
their promise to any great extent.
But what visions he must have had!
The important thing for us now

is the fact that we have these plants.
The door is wide open. We have

only to resume the work where Mr.
Saunders left off after this too
long interval during which too lit
tle has been done.
Despite the slow progress of re

cent years there have been impor
tant developments. These can be
ccmmented on another time. In the
meantime summer is upon us and a
start toward attaining the goals en
visioned at the beginning of this ar
ticle should be made. Who knows?
Maybe your combined efforts may
someday even save our society from
extinction.

PROPER SELECTION OF ROOTS IMPORTANT!!
John Graichen, Penn, North Da

kota, sent us a copy of the chart he
is keeping on a row of peonies he
planted in 19S5. We are sharing the
chart with our readers. Name, color
description, time of blooming sea
son, whether good for cutting for
show, cutting for home arrangement
or show garden and many other sta
tistics are to be found in his chart.
Mr. Graichen told us he grows

peonies, gladiolas and other perenni
al flowers as a hobby. At time of his
writing he stated they still had
snow banks up to 8 ft. high along
the country roads, almost no fair
grass showing.
We quote from his letter as fol

lows:
"I have 60 varieties of peonies

about 125 plants. They are various
ages 1963 to 1968. Those planted in
1963 and 1964 have never bloomed
well but the 1965 plants are much
better. The 1S66 and 1967 plants

were planted in low wet ground
and haven't bloomed well either.
I have an International Harvester

Co. Cub Cadet Model 123 Hydro
static tractor with 48 inch mower,
32 inch tiller, a new crop cultivator,
a 10 inch plow with a trailer (2
wheel) the tractor is equipped with
a hydraulic lift as it is easy to oper
ate.
From my limited experience I

believe the most important thing
about growing peonies is to pick the
right varieties. John Howard Wigell,
Festive Maxima and Kansas are un
believably good while others such
as Richard Carvel, Felix Crousse
and Mrs. F.D.R. are lucky to live
much less bloom. Perhaps they dis
like our alkaline soil. The early
blooming varieties do better than
late blooming varieties.
Last fall I moved my 1966 plants

so that I could cultivate them with
the tractor this will set my pro-
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ject back again. I really like delphi-
nums about July 15 and later when a
3 or 4 year old clump of Giant pa
cific hybrids will have 3 ft. blooms
on 6 to 7 ft. stalks.
I would like to see articles in

peony bulletins on garden varieties
of peonies (lots of bloom, consistant
bloom, strong stems and flowers

close to foliage) like Festive Maxi
ma and John Howard Wigell also
"peony preferences in 1968" by
William H. Krekler. Similar articles
for North Dakota. How about an
article along those lines by the ma
jor winners at the various peony
shows?

MOUTAN A bud and a depetaled flower ready for cross pollinating:

DAPHNIS Hybrids Fls.
By: Nassos Daphnis

In 1946, right after the war I be
gan, with the help of Mr. W. Grat-
wick, crossing the Lutea with the
Jap. Moutan Tree Peonies.
The first year we had few seeds.

Most of them were not really cros
ses, but we grew about 4 or 5 hy
brids from that group. The ones that
have survived were named Tfr'ia
and Tessera.

TRIA
(Three) is named because it was

the third plant crossed; it also has
''iree flowers on each stem. These

flowers bloom in sequence; the pri
mary flower first, after 4 or 5 days
the second, and then the third. Thus
the blooming time of this plant is
extended to 10-15 days more than
any other tree-peony that we know.
It is the first of the hybrids to bloom
(at the same time as the moutans)
ad the last one to go. The stem of this
plant is very strong. The flowers
stay up high above the leaves. The
color is pale yellow and the petals
open in an orderly fashion, well
formed with some ripples at the be
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ginning. But as the flower grows
older the color fades to a silvery-
yellow and the ripples dissappear.
The foliage is delicate and not as
heavy as some of the other hybrids.
When this plant is in full bloom it
is a joy to watch. It makes a won
derful garden plant.

TESSERA (Four)
Tessera was the fourth plant cros

sed. Its flower is a pale peach-like
color with a few big petals. Even

though this plant is more than 20
years old, we will have to wait until
a later date for full evaluation.
The other hybrids that we have

named were crossed in 1947-48-49
and are the following:
ARTEMIS, DEMETRA, PERS

EPHONE, THEMIS, KRONOS,
GAUGUIN, REDON, PERSEPO-
LIS, AND MARIE LAURENC-
IN.

We have chosen these names be
cause we were reminded of or envis
ioned certain qualities or associations
between the flower and the name.
ARTEMIS (Goddess of Hunting)
Artemis is one of the most vigor

ous growing plants of all the flowers.
The flower is pure light yellow with
petals evenly arranged in a perfect
circle. When the bud starts to open
the petals unfold one by one in a
perfect harmony. It is a joy to watch
this stage of the flower. But when
it finally opens it is a great delight
to see. The flower against the sun
is diaphanous and it has a silk tex
ture.

THEMIS
DEMETRA (Earth Goddess)
Demetra is, double golden in color

with red lines at the rim of each pet
al. The petals from the center of the
flower form one circle after the oth
er, around and around until they
reach the other side in a most har
monious manner. One thinks that
they are engaged in a kind of ritual
dance celebrating harvest time.
The stem is very strong and the

flower stands above the foliage look
ing up.

PERSEPHONE
(Demetra's Daughter)

Persephone is the most delicate
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flower of all the Hybrids in color,
texture, form and foliage. The color
is a pale yellow, almost transparent,
with soft velvet-like texture. Its
form is one of the best with the pet
als bending back slightly at the end.
The foliage is slender and not as
heavy as some of the other hybrids.
THEMIS (Goddess of Law,

Order and Justice
Themis has two sets of petals, the

innter circle and the outer. The pet
als that form the inner circle are
bent inwards and form a cup-like ef
fect. It looks like a plate with a
cup on the center. With the pistils
and the anthers inside the cup one
thinks that he is offered something
very special. There is an order and
a symmetry in this flower. The color
is light pink with a tint of blue. The
center at the base is red.

KRONOS God of Time)
Kronos is very dark red with a

slight overcast of blue, a heavy
flower and quite big for a hybrid.
As a matter of fact, the flower is
double and so heavy it bends down
slightly. But when the sun casts on
it, it shines as if it is made out of
glass. This flower makes a wonder

ful companion with some of the yel
low hybrids as they contrast in color
and form. It looks very masculine.

PERSOPOLIS
(Ancient Persian City)

Persopolis is a plant which blooms
very well. The flowers are above
the foliage and all around the plant.
The stem is strong with a slight bend
on the top. The color is one of the
best reds of the hybrids. It has a
festive quality and can be seen at
a distance from any direction.

GAUGIN
(from painter Paul Gauguin)
Gauguin is the most unusual and

exciting plant we have. The flower
is multicolor. It starts with reds on
the inside of the petals with streaks
or lines of yellow running from the
base to the top of each petal. The
back of the petals are golden yellow
with red lines running from the base
to the top. The center is dark red and
the anthers yellow. This flower re
minded us of the painter Paul Gaug
uin because we had in mind the vi
vidness of this artist's colors plus the
feeling of exotic flowers of the South
Seas where Gauguin had spent part
of his life.

GAUGUIN
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REDON
{from the painter Odilon Redon)
Redon is the biggest hybrid we

know of today. In measuring the
flower we found it was about 10"
in diameter. It can compete with
any of the Jap Moutans of this size.
The petals unfold like Artemis one
by one until the whole flower is
open. They are also bent back at the
end. The color is pale pink with a
bluish cast over it. It has a pastel

quality similar to the pastel flower
paintings of Odilon Redon.

MARIE LAURENCIN
(from the painter
Marie Laurencin)

Marie Laurencin is a flower with
very delicate and feminine qualities.
The outside of the petals are silvery
and going to the center. It starts
with light pink to red to dark red
and purple. It is a well-formed flow
er.

Our Readers Write , , .
OHIO

Fred Helmling, 8050 S. Rt. 88 Rd.
2, Ravenna, Ohio 44266 wrote us a-
gain stating "I have 246 varieties
of herbaceous peonies, consisting of
6 hybrids, 55 Japs, 25 singles and
the rest are doubles and semi-dou
bles ... I have about 1,000 plants,
named and unnamed.
The peonies "Uncle Willie" (the

late W. F. Christman) sent us for
a wedding present were not labeled,
but they must have been some of
the best at that time for we have
had many compliments about them.
We set them out as we received

them and they bloomed that next
year. (He wrote us saying we
should have removed the buds that
first year) . However, I guess that
was not to be, for soon after they
bloomed, the U.S. Government
forced us to sell our farm for part
of the 20-22,000 acre Ravenna Ar
senal.
We dug up our peonies along with

a common white variety and a very
fragrant deep pink old-timer and
set them out on my sister's farm.
The next spring we bought the
present farm and then planted the
peonies there the next fall. They
remained here until 1961. I then
found out I was losing my eye
sight due to cataracts. Meanwhile
joint grass was creeping into the
peony bed and choking out the
roots.
After 2 successful operations in

1962, I was then able to dig them
up and re-plant them. They are
back in their old form, producing
nice flowers."

* * * *

MISSOURI
Mrs. Paul Skaggs, Route 3, Box

53, Fredericktown, Missouri, 63645
is a new member of the Society, as
of March 13, Mrs. Skaggs stated in
answer to our question as to her
interest in peonies . . . "It goes back
to when I was a child. I live on the
farm where I was born.
My grandmother came to live

here in 1884 bringing her flowers
with her. Among them were 12 or
15 peony clumps a beautiful ear
ly fragrant red, white ones and a
late blooming rose pink. They were
put in the middle of the vegetable
garden. Pieces have been taken off
but the original clumps are in the
same place that she put them and
bloom profusely every year!
About 1950, I became interested

in growing iris and since we no
longer have need for a large vege
table garden, it has become my
flower garden.
Since iris and peonies are so com

patible my garden has grown to
contain 60 peony clumps, mostly
herbaceous but a few tree peonies.
Lately, I have been putting out
more peonies than iris, thinking my
grandchildren will enjoy my plant
ing in years to come as I have en
joyed my grandmothers."
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SOME GOOD SEED PARENTS
(ARTICLE S)

By E. L. Pehrson

Anyone who has resolved to start a program of peony hybridiz
ing this summer may appreciate a few suggestions as to the kind
of crosses that may prove fruitful. The major goal of hybridists
will be to combine the outstanding qualities of general garden de
pendability possessed by our conventional peonies (p. lactiflora)
with some very desirable quality obtainable from some other spe
cies. Most, by far, of all the hybrid peonies now in commerce have
resulted from crosses of this kind. And this should continue to be
true in the foreseeable future.
Fortunately the lactifloras bloom

later than most of the other species
or hybrids that one might wish to
cross them with. This permits the
collecting of species or hybrid pol
len ahead of time and having it
ready for later use. Fortunately al
so, the lactifloras generally are more
fertile to a variety of pollens than
are the species and hybrids.
For the 1969 season, "Beginners"

will of necessity be compelled to
use pollen of whatever hybrids or
species they may happen to have
growing in their gardens. Try any
thing, even to the very difficult
tree peonies, for at this stage no
body can say just what sort of cross
may produce that "World's Best
Peony". Use as seed-parents any
lactifloras which appear, on exam
ination, capable of producing seeds.
Pollinate as many blooms as possi
ble, for seed production from some
crosses is very low.
I have used a number of differ

ent lactifloras as seed parents in
the course of my work, and have
found that some are considerably
more prolific seed-setters than
others. These are listed below, as a
guide for the making of new pur
chases, or to evaluate the worth of
some you may already have. Some
of these evaluations are necessarily
rather tentative, and of course no
thing is implied concerning the
comparative quality of the seedlings

that will result from them.
1. Outstanding seed makers: Bat

tle Flag. Plainsman, Lavender Jap.
2. Possibly equally good, at least

with some pollens: Charm, Lato.
3. Better than average. Some
probably excellent: Westerner,
Ama-no-sode, Vesper, Kate Barry,
Fetite Rene, Vista, Tamata Boku,
Jap, Fuji-no-mine, Nippon Beauty,
Primevere.
4 Acceptable or better: Nip

pon Brilliant, Christine, Moon of
Nippon, Gertrude Allen, Gypsy
Queen, Gypsy Rose, Mikado, Tok
yo, and the doubles: Big Ben, Marie
Crousse, Snow Mountain.
5. Somewhat inferior in my

garden: Gay Paree, Shaylor's Sun
burst, Largo, Mrs. Wilder Ban
croft, Soshi.
A wide variety of seed parents is

not needed. Purchases could be li
mited to three or so of the better
ones. Undoubtedly there are other
good ones.POLLINATORS
Use whatever you may have in

your garden this first season. If
you have no pollen-bearing hybrids
or species, write to me. I may be
able to send you by mail a small
quantity of something useful, though
not necessarily what might be best.
(Gratis, of course).
Next fall purchase from Silvia

Saunders the collection of plants
she advertises as "Hybridist's Head-
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start". These combine several spe
cies, in hybrids which have fertile
pollens. There should be fine po
tential in these. Even yellows might
result from them.
The pollens I have used have be

haved in a very variable manner. I
want to share my experience with
them, with everyone who might
care to listen. To do so, each one
should be treated in some detail.

This will be done in a later issue
of the Bulletin. If published in the
September issue, there should still
be time for you to obtain plants
for use in 1970. Another summer's
experience will help to refine the
evaluations I will make, so it can
wait, for now. Do be convinced that
hybridizing is very easy. Go
right ahead!

o

THE FERN LEAF PEONIES
By Ben Gilbertson

Reprinted with permission from N. Dakota Horticultural
Newsletter and Ben Gilbertson.

The peony species Tenuifolia, commonly known as the Fern
Leaf Peony with its two varieties, Lactifolia, single, bright red and
Rubra Plena, a full double, bright red, are attracting a great deal
of interest these days.

These are not new varieties as both have been well known for
a great many years. They are very scarce because they are much
slower to develop than other peonies and, therefore, will always be
rather expensive.
I had heard of these peonies long

before I ever saw one. I could not
find them for sale anywhere until
1 believe about 1946 when I was a-
ble to get a few imported plants
from Holland. These I had bought
as Rubra Plena but they turned out
to be the single variety when they
bloomed. Then some two years later
I located a man in Iowa who had a
planting of double variety and I
bought him out over a period of
three years and have been growing
them ever since. We have some 159
plants of all ages growing in our
plot now.
These peonies come out of the

ground very early in the spring and
often get caught in a severe freeze.
The single form nearly always is in
bloom on Memorial Day in this area
and the double form will sometimes
have a few blooms out at that date.
The plants are small as peonies

go. Mature plants seldom exceed 15
inches in height. The flowers are
very suceptible to wind burn. The

foliage is very fine and many visi
tors to our nursery ask what kind of
evergreen they are.
The root structure is entirely dif

ferent from other peonies and re
semble a bunch of radishes all tied
to a central stem which has all the
buds on it. It will send out side
shoots from this central stem that
will produce another clump of roots
and this is how one can divide or
separate it. If these roots are cut or
pulled off the main stem without
any buds, they will not grow. The
plant requires about five years to
develop into a good flowering plant
instead of the three years for the
common or Lactiflora peony.
There are several hybrid peonies

with Tenuifolia as one of its parents
and we have two of them. Anomala
and Laddie. Both are very early,
single, bright red and quite low
growing. They have more of a com
mon peony type root and are easily
propagated.
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A DISCOVERY
by E.L.

The December Bulletin contained
a brief outline of the method I use
to germinate peony seeds during
the winter following their harvest
ing. This is an adaption or modifica
tion of the method developed by Dr.
Lela Barton, based on her research
project conducted at the Boyce
Thompson Institute for Plant Re
search in Yonkers, New York. I
think it is an improvement on Dr.
Barton's method when hybrid seeds
are concerned, because these usual
ly germinate much more errotical-
ly than do the kind of seeds which
were used in her experiment.
The seeds in plastic bags can be

examined at any time, and sprouted
ones transferred to the "cold-stor
age" conditions whenever they may
app> ar. Since hypototyls appear
sporadically anywhere from five to
twenty weeks after the seeds are
placed in the bags, it can be seen
that this flexible procedure is ne
cessary in order to obtain the maxi
mum possible germination.
The procedure requires quite a

bit of close attention through the
winter, but some hybridizers may
wish to suitably master it to gain
the following benefits, as compared
with conventional planting:
1. A whole year's gain in time,
from seed to bloom.

2. Probably a higher percentage
of germination.

3. Successful germination of some
seeds which ordinarily might
not grow.

During the years which elapsed
while I was "working out" this me
thod as I have described it, I have
had results which varied all the way
from "very bad" to "very good".
Now, after discovering and correct
ing some things which I had been
doing wrongly, I have had such ex-. client success with most crosses that

I felt I could describe it in the Bul-

Pehrson
letin.

I did not however mention the
fact that I had consistently failed
to germinate seeds of a particular
type of cross: these are the seeds ob
tained from lactiflora crossed with
either lobata or the closely related
Saunders hybrid "Ladybird". They
would not respond to the treatment

I described.
As an example, I had in the fall

of 1967 a batch of 615 seeds from
the cross "Battle Flag" x lobata.
Only one seed germinated! O'her
similar crosses have been almost
equally bad. When, this past winter,
after 18 weeks in "warm storage",
there were almost no seeds germin
ated. I decided on trying a drastical

ly different procedure. I moved the
bagj containing the lobata and "La
dybird" cresses from "room temper
ature" to a spot in the basement
where the temperature in mid-Feb
ruary is about 55 degrees. I looked
them over again two weeks later
and the change was dramatic! Fresh,
husky, hypocotyls were appearing
everywhere! Now, instead of 10 to
20 germinated seeds, I have some
what more than S00 from these
crosses. A thoroughly satisfying "dis
covery"!
When these crosses were trans

ferred to the basement there were
still a few ungerminated seeds a-
mong some other types of crosses.
These were also transferred. These
seemed to benefit very little or not
at all from this move.

I had also written to a fellow pe
ony hybridizer who has been using
this "early germination" method,
telling him of my experience. He
moved his own un-germinated seeds
at once to a cooler spot. It seems
that little difference was noted, ex
cept that perhaps two batches of
lactiflora x "Picotee" may have ben
efited a little. (He had no crosses of
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lacti x lobata).
Although he obtained only slight

benefit from this letter where his
peony seeds were concerned, it did
result in his making his own start
ling discovery. A group of lily seeds
(lilium Philadelphicum) had not
given any germination up to that
time. Transferred to a cooler spot a-
long with the peony seeds, they then
proceeded to germinate 100% in only
four days!
Some experiments are being made

to determine the optium germinating
temperatures for some of those kinds

From the Editor's Desk

of lilies, which, like the peony, have
the hypogeal habit. Now we can be
gin to wonder. Could it be possible
that, in these two instances, there
is no optium? Could it be, that the
CHANGE from a higher to a lower
temperature is an essential factor?
That perhaps with some plants there
is a protective device which inhabits
germination too early in the summer
when they might be dessicated by
the soil's drying before winter's dor
mancy? It does seem to be a rea
sonable assumption.

o

CIVIC PLANTINGS
We suggest that you contract your

City Administration officials and call
their attention to the article THINK
PEONIES (pages 25,26, 27) April,
1969 issue of Grounds Maintenance
magazine. This magazine has wide
distribution throughout the United
States, England, France, Holland,
Japan. It may be that time has not
permitted persons, in the depart
ments, to read this particular issue.
Evidence of your interest may be

the spark needed to encourage plant
ings of peonies in your communities.

o
WE THRIVE ON THRILLS

What a thrill it was, one of the
first beautiful spring Sunday morn
ings, to answer the telephone and
hear the musical voice of our Miss
Silvia Saunders, calling from Clin
ton, N.Y. Our president's concern,
for the welfare of the Society our
publication and your secretary,
gave encouragement at a time when
discouragement prevailed. Indeed,
we had a "new lease on life."
We take this opportunity to ex

press our deep appreciation for the
splendid cooperation on the part of
the president, of the Board of Di
rectors and all of you, good members.
Delays in publishing deadlines and
answering your letters are indeed
frustrating.

We had just turned away from the
telephone when it rang again, and
an enthusiastic, lilting, southern
voice was heard. Mrs. Laura Bunton
was calling from Austin, Texas, to
tell us of the exotic beauty of her
peonies that had burst into bloom,
Festiva Maxima, Mon. Jules Elie,
Edulis Superba and Mary Brand
were "out of this world". Am sure
if Mrs. Bunton could have been
heard on radio and seen and heard
on television exclaiming the beau
ty cf her blooms, everyone in the
land would be planting peonies!!
When you travel through Texas,

do stop and visit Mrs. Bunton's gar
den. She has sent us the newspaper
account of the dedication of the Or
iental Garden in Zilker Park, cre
ated by Isamu Taniguchi. Arao Ohta,
Counsel General of Japan and 15
leading Japanese industrialists and
government officials attended the
dedication. The Taniguchi Oriental
Garden is the fulfillment of a long
cherished dream after 18 months of
hard work truly a labor of love.

o
SECRETARIES

COMPARE NOTES
Mr. Pennell, Treasurer and I were

privileged to visit recently with Mr.
O. Keister. Evans, Jr., Executive
Secretary-Editor of the American
Rose Society, in the office at the
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Park of Roses' in Columbus, Ohio.
The building housing the offices of
the Society, is located at the end
of one of the Garden Walks in the
Park.
Mr. Evans was most kind in ex

plaining the handling of their mail
ing lists, corrections, and problems
involved in membership files.
The visit was most beneficial, ev

en though our Society is presently
much smaller in operation. Compari
son of services, encouraged your of
ficers in our endeavors to build a
better Society. We feel the time
spent will be beneficial not only in
the exchange of ideas, but the op
portunity to observe the operative
office proceedures.

o
SOCIETY TO GIVE

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT
A Certificate of Merit will be giv

en by the American Peony Society

ADDITIONAL LIST
GARDENS AND

GARDEN CENTERS
Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 1000

Washington St., Brooklyn, New
York 11225

Denver Botanic/Gardens, Inc., 900
York St., Denver, Colorado
80206

Fort Worth Botanical Garden, 3320
Botanic Garden Rd., Ft. Worth,
Texas 76107

Garden Center of Greater Cleve
land, East Blvd., at Euclid Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohio 44116

Goldsmith's Civic Garden Center,
Memphis, Tennessee 38117

New York Botanical Gardens,
Bronx Park, New York, N.Y.
10C58

Cakton Peony & Iris Garden, 1307
Cakton St., Park Ridge, 111.
60063

Royal Botanical Gardens, Box 399,
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Stover Gardens, 7014 4th Ave..
South, Minneapolis. Minn. 55423

LIBRARIES
Cincinnati & Hamilton Co., Public

Library, 8th & Vine, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45211

Ella M. Everhard Public Library,
Wadsworth, Ohio 44281

Greenwich Garden Center, Inc.,

in the first Midwest District Peony
Show to be held May 25, 1969 at the
Kansas City Garden Center, 5200
Pennsylvania Avenue, Kansas City,
Missouri.
The invitation to attend and ex

hibit states "This will be essentially
a non-competitive display, and all
Peony fanciers, amateur and pro
fessional are invited to exhibit. Suit
able recognition will be given, how
ever, to Most Popular Specimen,
Best Amateur Display, Best Com
mercial Display, Best Club Display
and Outstanding Seedlings. An in
formal session and discussion of
Peony problems will be held from 7
to 8 P.M. Sunday, to which the pub
lic is also invited."
How we wish we could attend.

Our congratulations to Allen Harper,
Don Hollingsworth, Evelyn Minnick
and others who are working hard to
make this first event a success!

Membership (1968- 1969)
Montgomery Pinteum, Bible
St., Cos Cob, Connecticut 06807

Green Thumb Horticulture House,
909 York St., Denver Colorado
80206

Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa
50010Longwood Gardens, Kennett
Square,, Pa. 10348

Morton Arboretum Library, Lisle,
111. 60532

Minneapolis Public Library, 300
Nicolet Hall, Minneapolis, Minn.
55401

National Arboretum, U.S. Dept. of
Ag. 24 & R St. N.E., Washing
ton, D.C. 20250

North Carolina State College, D.H.
Hill Library, Raleigh, North
Carolina 27607

Pennsylvania State University Ag.
Library, University Park, Penn
sylvania 16802

South Dakota, State University
Periodicals Dept., Brookings,
South Dakota 57006

Plant Research Institute, Research
Br. Canada's Agriculture Cen
tral Ex. Farm, Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada

Stan Hywett Hall Foundation, Inc.,
714 N. Portage Park, Akron,
Ohio 44300

36



University of Illinois, Urbana, 111.
61801

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
Mich. 48108

Utah Sate University, Logan, Utah
84321

University of Vermont, Burlington,
Vermont 05401

Wilbur Cross, University of Con
necticut, Storrs, Connecticut
06268

American Horticultural Society,
2401 Calvert St., N.W. Wash
ington, D.C. 20008

Massachusetts Horticultural Society,
300 Mass. Ave., Boston, Mass.
02115

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society,
325 Walnut St., Philadelphia,
Pa. 19106

Brand Peony Farms, Box 36, Fari
bault, Minn. 55021

Inter-State Nurseries, Hamburg,
Iowa 51640

L. Van Staalduinen, Terra Ceia
Farms, Box 259 Pantego, North
Carolina 27860

Sheridan Nurseries, Ltd., 1116 Town
Line, R. Box 1, Oakville, On
tario, Canada

ORGANIZATIONS
Centennial Peony Unit, 4900 Col-

trane Rd., Oklahoma City,
Okla. 73100

Duluth Peony & Iris Society, 731
Maple Grove Rd., Duluth,
Minnesota 55812

Gallatin Empire Garden Club, 412
W. Harrison St., Bozeman,
Montana 5B715

Minnesota Peony & Iris Society,
7014 Fourth Ave., South Minne
apolis, Minnesota 55432

North Dakota Peony Society, 410-
23rd Ave., Grand Forks, N.D.
58201

Ohio Ass'n. of Garden Clubs, 617V.;
8th St., Marietta, Ohio 45750

Peony Flower Unit, Council of Gar
den Clubs, 4004 N.W. 19th S.,
Oklahoma City, Okla. 74109

AUSTRALIA
W.J. Simpson, Wayside, Morning-

ton Rd., Frankson, Victoria
AUSTRIA

Hubert Hinterwirth Cementwerk,
Kirchdorf/Krems, Upper Aus
tria

ENGLAND
Lady Frederick Stern, Michdown,

Gering-by-the-Sea, Worthing,
Sussex, England

FRANCE
V. Lemoine & Son, Avenue General

LeClerc, 132 bis, Nancy, France
HOLLAND

Herman J. Grootendorst, F. J.
Grootendorst & Son Boskoop,
Holland

INDIA
C. Shri, R. M. Datta, Agriculture

Dept., University of Calcutta.
35, Ballygunj, Cicular Rd., Cal
cutta 19, India

Botanical Survey of India, The
Chief Botanist, 14 Medan St.,
Calcutta 13, India

Ag. Dept., University of Calcutta,
35, Ballygunj. Circular Rd., Cal
cutta 19, India

JAPAN
Mr. Chugo Watanabe, Tamazujuri-

machi, Ibaraki-kon, Japan
Japanese Peony Society, c/o Mrs.

Takeko Kamito VP., 834 Kit-
tateroocke Tsurumiku, Yoko
hama, Japan

Sumio Takatsuki, Ohtaki, Yao-Shi,
Near Osaka, Japan

SWEDEN
Lindstahls Lilla Boklada, Birger

Jahlsgarten 102, Stockholm,
Sweden

SWITZERLAND
Pincus and Company, Postfach, Zur

ich, Switzerland
WEST GERMANY

Mrs. Helen von Stein-Zeppelin,
7841 Laufen-Baden, Post Mul-
heim, West Germany

U.S.S.R.
Alexander V. Astrov, Head of Ex

change Division, Main Botanical
Garden, USSR Academy of Sci
ences, Botanicheskaya St. 4,
Moscow 276 USSR

Biblioteka, Akademii Nauk, UL
Dzerzhinskogo 8, Tbilisi, USSR

Filial Biblioteki, Akademii N a u k
USSR, Baltiyoky poselok 42-b,
Moscow D-219, USSR

A. M. Kormilitzin, Assisting Direc
tor, Nikita Botanical Garden
Crimea, Yalta, USSR

Mrs. N. S. Krasnowa, Main Botanic
Garden, Academy of Science,
Botanicheskaja St. U-276, Mos
cow USSR

Mezhdunarodnyi Knigoobmen
Gpntb, Ulitsa 15 Voshod, No
vosibirsk 200, USSR

Moskovsk otd, Bib-teki Akad Nauk,
2 Donskoj Proezd 9, Moscow 71,
USSR

Valdemars P. Nesaule, Latvian Hor
ticultural Society, 15 Lenin St.,
Riga 50, Lettland, USSR
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BEN GILBERTSON DEVELOPS
ALL-AMERICA AWA1

"Kindred" squash has been award
ed a bronze medal for 1969 by the
American seed trade associations,

'KINDRED' Squash AAS 1969

Ben Gilbertson and 204 lb. Squash

sponsors of the All America Selec
tion trials. This open-pollinated

) WINNING SQUASH
squash was selected and developed
by Ben Gilbertson of Kindred, North
Dakota. Congratulations Ben for
this achievement.
Kindred is a winter squash. It is

turban shaped, like Buttercup, with
distinctive protruding button on the
blossom end. Skin color is reddish-
orange with flesh about \W thick,
deep golden-yelow color. Taste and
storage qualities are good. The plant
is short vine and very productive.
North Dakota has produced its

share of squash varieties most no
tably Buttercup (Yeager ND
SU about 1930), Banquet and
Arikara (Oscar H. Will, Bismark),
Gold Nugget AAS, 1966 (Neal
Holland NDSU) and now Kindred
for 1969.

IT'S A GIRL!!
April 23rd came the announcement

of the arrival of Gina Mary De Blasi
from her Mother and Dad, Janet and
Anthony De Blasi.
Mr. De Blasi is one of our regular

contributors to the columns of our
Bulletin. Needless to say we are
happy to excuse him for not send
ing in his regular article for the
March Bulletin.
Gina Mary arrived April 21st and

weighed 8 tbs. 4 oz. We welcome
her as our youngest prospective
member in the Aemrican Peony
Society.
Congratulations Janet and An

thony!!

"God made the Flowers to beautify
The earth, and cheer man's careful
mood;

And he is happiest who hath power
To gather wisdom from a Flower,
And wake his heart in every hour
To pleasant gratitude."

. . . Wordsworth

BULLETINS
We need the following Bul

letins We do not have any
of these:

June, 1949 No. 113
Sept., 1950 No. 118
Sept., 1951 No. 122
Dec., 1951 No. 123



r OBITUARIES
HENRY FRANCIS duPONT

(Credit: Robert Hunt,
Whitten Association,

Wilmington, Delaware, 19803).

Henry Francis du Pont, 88, member
of the American Peony Society, died
April 11, in bis Winterthur home out
side Wilmington, Delaware.

Mr. du Pont was born in the home
where he died. The home is also known
as Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur
museum, which contains one of the lar
gest collections of American Decorative
arts, especially furniture. The Winterthur
Gardens are equally famous. Horticul
tural Societies, Garden Clubs and indiv
iduals plan tours annually to Winter
thur.

Born at Winterthur on May 27,
1880, the son of Colonel Henry Al
gernon and Mary Pauline Foster du-
Pont was educated at Groton School
and Harvard University, from which
he received his bachelor of arts de
gree in 1903. A born collector, he
returned his attention in 1923 to the
achievements of his country's early
craftsmen, and upon inheriting the
Winterthur estate in 1927, began
creating in his home the American
period rooms for which the present
Museum is world famous. Mr. du-
Pont continued to expand both his
house and collection until 1950, when
he turned both over to an education
al foundation he had established in
1930, to be open for the pleasure
and enlightment of the public as
The Henry Francis duPont Winter
thur Museum. Mr. duPont's sensitiv
ity to color and form is evident ev
erywhere in the Museum, as it is in

the Gardens, which have been
brought to perfection under his per
sonal guidance over a period of more
than forty years.
Under Mr. duPont's personal di

rection, also, the prize-winning Win
terthur herd of Holstein-Friesian
cattle has been developed, and both
modern and experimental agricultur
al practices have been instituted at
Winterthur Farms in the interest of
more efficient crop production and
soil conservation.
Henry Francis du Pont's accom

plishments have been recognized
both in his own country and abroad.
Honorary degrees have been confer
red on him by the University of
Delaware, of which he was a Trus
tee; the University of Pennsylvan
ia; Yale University; Williams Col
lege; and the Pratt Institute. He was
vice-president of Britain's Royal
Horticultural Society and a member
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of the Council of the American Mu
seum in Britain, and in Delaware,
served on the Advisory Committee
of the John Dickinson Mansion and
was vice-president of the Historical
Society of Delaware. Mr. duPont re
ceived the two highest awards given
to nonprofessional horticulturists
the Gold Medal of the National As
sociation of Gardeners and the Gar
den Club of America's Medal of Hon
or. Among his other honors are the
Louise duPont Crowninshield Award
of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation; the first Thomas Jeff
erson Award of The National Society
of Interior Designers; and special
recognition by the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the American
Institute of Architects, the American
Association of .State and Local His
tory, The American Scenic and His
toric Preservation Society, The Pre
servation Society of Newport Coun
ty, the Philadelphia Museum College
of Art, New Haven Colony Historical
Society, the New York Chapter of
the Aemrican Institute of Interior
Design, the New York Botanical Gar
den, Pennsylvania Horticultural So
ciety, the Horticultural Society of
New York, and the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society.
Mr. duPont was appointed by Mrs.

John F. Kennedy, when she was
First Lady, to serve as chairman of
the committee to redecorate The
White House, and was named by
then-President Johnson to a special
committee charged with preserving
its historic and artistic furnishings.
As a member of numerous boards

and committees Mr. duPont partici
pated actively in their programs,
giving generously of his time. While
his knowledge and experience are
spread in this way across the coun
try, Mr. duPont's first concern was
always with that corner of Delaware
where he worked so long and so
hard to preserve the American heri
tage of culture and natural beauty,

and where he brought so much es
thetic enjoyment to his fellow coun
trymen.

* * * *

DOMINICK G. GORSKI
Word was received as we were

"going to press" with this Bulletin,
of the death of Dominick G. Gorski
May 5th, 1969, after two weeks stay
in the hospital. The brief note was
from Mrs. Gorski. The Gorski home
is 5915 West Giddings Street, Chi
cago, 111. 60630.

o

Binders Available

Binders for American Peony Soci
ety Bulletins are available at the
nominal cost of $3.50 each. This
multiple tailor-made binder is made
of heavy weight forest green virgin
vinyl, electronically sealed over rig
id board, each fitted with a 2" mul
tiple mechanism and 16 thin wires.
These can be inserted in the center
of each Bulletin. Front cover and
backbone are stamped with the name
of the Society in gold lettering. The
clear lable holder extends 2-%" high
from bottom of backbone.
Send now before supply is exhaus

ted to the Society Office, 107% W.
Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio 45891.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Handbook of The Peony A 36-page booklet containing concise articles

on why and when to plant, the care, culture and propagation of peonies
of all kinds, including 8 pages on Tree Peonies. Three line drawings,
and 8 black-and-white photographs are included, as well as lists of
varieties and sources. Price: 50c each. 25 to 49 copies, 35c each. Over
50 copies, 25c each.

Back Bulletins. Issues of back years, $1.00 each, when available.
Peonies Outdoors and In by Arno and Irene Nehrling (1960). Hearthside

Press, 381 Park Avenue, South, New York, N.Y. 10016. 288 pages, in
cluding 11 color plates and 118 black-and-white sketches and photo
graphs. A complete guide to selecting, growing and using herbaceous
and tree peonies. A 50-page section on Peonies Indoors including Ar
rangements, and How to Stage a Show. About 40 pages are devoted
to the Tree Peony. Price: To Society members, $4.95. To non-Mem
bers $5.95. Send check or money order to American Peony Society,
107 Vz W. Main St., Van Wert, Ohio 45891.

The Peonies, edited by John C. Wister (1962). Published by the American
Horticultural Society, 2401 Calvert Street, N.W. Washington, D.C.
20008. 220 pages, packed with up-to-date information on Herbaceous,
Tree and Hybrid Peonies. Many techniques of growing, propagation and
breeding. A must for every Hybridizer. Profusely illustrated. Send
check or money order to American Peony Society, 107 ' j W. Main Street,
Van Wert, Ohio 45891. Price to Members: Clothbound $3.50 Paperbound
$2.50. Non-Members, $5.00 and $3.00 respectively

Color Slide Collection: The American Peony Society maintains several
groups of excellent sets of peony slides for rental. Each set contains
75 slides. A list of names accompanies each set. Ideal for program
and Garden Club meetings, these slides are a fine way to study the
standard and newer varieties.
At present there are four sets available:

Set of Herbaceous
Set of Herbaceous Hybrids
Set of Tree Peonies
Set combining the three types.

(1) Slides are for 35 mm. projector. Rentor supplies projector.
(2) Rental fee, $5.00. Checks made payable to American Peony Society.
(3) Slides must be ordered at least 6 weeks in advance, mailing re

quest to the Slide Chairman:
Steve C. Moldovan
38830 Detroit Road,
Avon, Ohio 44011

(4) Slides are to be returned promptly to the Slide Chairman. Return
postage, including insurance, must be paid by the rentor, and be
insured for $50.00.

(5) A charge of Two Dollars ($2.00) is made for every slide missing
when set is returned. Count slides when received and again before
sealing for return.
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Wayside's Catalog Can
Help You Grow the Most Beautiful
Garden in Your Neighborhood!
87 PAGES OF PERENNIALS
Old favorites and exciting
newHybrids the largest
selectionanywhere.

55 PAGES OF FLOWERING
TREESANDSHRUBS
An unmatchedselection,for
the permanent"backbone"
of your garden.

22 PAGESOF ROSES
From the exquisite formal
HybridTea to the fabulous
Floribundas.

16PAGESOF BULBS
A wonderful variety of
floweringbulbs for garden,
porch, indoors.

T,
OF VINES AND
. . . FRUITSAND
. HEDGES. . .

22 PAGES
CLIMBERS
HERBS . .
ANNUALPLANTS

PLUS-Morchelpfulandprac
tical informationthanyou'll
find in mostgardenbooks!

Commonandbotanical
names
Colorsandsizes
Bloomingperiods
Plantingrecommendations.

This is the book that has transformed
ordinary plantings into some of the most out
standing garden "show-places" in America.
It can do the same for you!
You may have wondered why some gardens are
so much lovelier, so much more distinctive than
others. The kind people travel for miles to see
and admire. Generations of enthusiasts have dis
covered the answer in America's finest horticul
tural catalog, from Wayside Gardens.
Our 1969 Edition is the Finest Yet!
Never has there been such a selection of rare,
lovely and unusual subjects, from every part of
the free world. Magnificent prize roses . . . exotic
lilies . . . rare bulbs . . . superb flowering shrubs
and ornamental trees . . . hardy "Pedigreed" plants.
Many items you won't find anywhere else, avail
able now for the first time to home gardeners.
Select from over 1,800 finest quality subjects, every
one rigidly tested in America's most carefully
supervised nursery.

It's a Fact-Filled Guide and Reference
Book Too!
Along with hundreds of large, true-color illustra
tions, the magnificent new 208- page Wayside cat
alog contains clear, accurate descriptions of every
selection. Common names, botanical names, colors,
sizes, blooming periods, and planting recommenda
tions to assure the best possible results in your gar
den. No wonder discriminating gardeners consider
the Wayside catalog their most prized reference!
ORDERYOURWAYSIDECATALOGTO
DAY.Nowcosts younothing send
only$200 deoositandwe'll enclose
a $2.00refund certificate good on
yourfirst order.



KAY SEE DE LUXE GARDEN MARKERS
New Sizes -:- New Prices -:- Rustproof -:- Weatherproof -:- Permanent
All aluminum heavy gunge nameplate, rolled edge. Vinyl coated, stiff wire
stem, offset to reduce turning.
REGULAR SIZE 2% x 4" nameplate, 16Vi" stem

dozen, $3.25 25 for $6.25 I on for $19.95
KING SIZE 2i4x4" nameplate, 25" stem

dozen, $4.25 25 for $7.95 100 for $21.50
DWARFIE SIZE l%x2%" nameplate. 12" stem

dozen, $2.95 25 for $5.50 100 for $17.50
Because of increased postage rates to distant points, please ADD TO ABOVEPRICES :If your zip code begins with 0, 1 or 9 ; doz. 20c 25 35c 100 80cIf your zip code begins with 2, 3 or S ; doz. 10c 25 20c 100 50c

FOR PERFORMANCE AND LEGIBILITY, THE BEST IS CHEAPEST
TOP O' THE RIDGE 100 NE 81st St. Kansas City, Mo. 64118

ADAMS PEONY SUPPORTS
MADE OF STRONG GALVANIZED WHtE

^ After peonies have bloomed, supports can be
r removed and used for bushy late bloomers such as
I peonies, hardy asters, heliniums and mallows.
/ The weight that is developed as the plant grows
I is readily supported.

<-
"
-^L For such plants as Delphinium and Lark-Spur,

we make wire flower supports and for long stake
I plants, wire plant props.
I We also make wire trellises and wire fencing loops.
/ BUY ADAMS KNOWN QUALITY
I Manufactured By
/ THE ADAMS COMPANY

Box 269 Dubuque, Iowa 52001

ESTABLISHED 1883

TREE PEONIES
CHERRY HILL STRAINS
. . . have been grown for MORE
THAN FORTY-TWO YEARS and we
have endeavored to maintain our
USUAL, PINE QUALITY.

Please send for our catalog listing
the varieties we can furnish

Cherry Hill Nurseries
(THTJRLOWS Sc STRANGER, INC.)

West Newbury, Mass. 01985

In case you do not have our complete
descriptive Catalogue with cultural di
rections, drop us a card and we will
be glad to send you a copy.
WILLIAM GRATWICKPAVILION NEW YORK 14525
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H enterocallis
(DAYLTLY)

Enjoy this wonderful flower from spring to autumn
frost. Its long blooming season will greatly expand your
garden enjoyment.

Constant improvements in color, size, form and
habits insure rapid growth of Interest in this fine
perennial.

Three quarterly Journals and a large Yearbook are
filled with informative data on varieties, culture, per
formance a nd progress. Many Round Robins open to
participation.
ONLY $5.00 PER YEAR!

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
MRS. LEWIS B. WHEELEK, SECRETARY

Dept. P. Box 458
Crown Point, Indiana 46307

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic information on daffodil culture,
types and classification, recommended
varieties, show procedures and places
to buy bulbs.

The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the
Society, just full of information you
should have.

The privilege of attending local, regional
and national meetings.

And new friends all over the USA, all
enthusiastic about Daffodils.

Annual Membership S5.00 Don't delay. Send your check today to:
MR. GEORGE S. LEE, JR., Executive Director

89 Cichester Rd.
New Canaan, Conn. 06840

JOIN US NOW

Especially For IRIS Lovers!
AIS membership brings you . . .

MVIiat Every Iris Grower Should Know: beautiful free
handbook on all kinds of irises, their culture, color, awards
and details of many AIS activities you can enjoy.

'The Bulletin: each quarterly issue packed with interesting
he.pful aiticles, variety reports, iris information.
-Invitations to join letter robins ; choose from over 20 iris
subjects ; get to know irisarians in your own area, across
tlie country, around the world.

this plus local, regional, national meetings, garden
lours, shows and much more For only $5 a year.

The AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY
2315 Tower Grove Avenue St. Louis, Missouri 63110
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SPECIAL SALE OF PEONIES from our Geneva, New York
Nursery, Fall of 1968 Write for list, samples, etc. Includes fine cut-
flower varieties, Hydrids. A few of these are:

Big Ben, Detroit, Dixie, Felix Crousse, Lottie Dawson Rea, Myr
tle Gentry, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Ama-no-sode, Insani-gidui, Black
Monarch, Bright Knight, Old Main, Pageant, Patriot, Rose Marie,
and Your Majesty.

J. FRANKLIN STYER NURSERIES
Concordville, Pennsylvania 19331

RIVER DRIVE PEONY GARDEN
PRINCESS MARGARET COURT OF HONOR 4 YEARS
Home of Moonstone, Mildred May, Dignity,

Lotus Queen and other high grade peonies and iris.
WRITE FOR PRICE LIST

WILLIAM C. MURAWSKA, Manager
8740 Ridge Street River Grove, 111. 60171

THE BRAND PEONY FARMS
PEONIES, IRIS, FRENCH LILACS
Color Catalogue Sent On Request

FREE
Brand Peony Farms

Box 36 Faribault, Minn. 55021

Did You Ever Plant A
"BIGGER" PEONY ?

PRICE LIST ON REQUEST
MYRON D. BIGGER

201 North Rice Road Topeka, Kansas 66616

- - - MEMBERS - - -

By advertising
in the "Bulletin" you are

in touch with leading PEONY PROSPECTS
Secretary
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SAUNDERS HYBRID PEONIES
FOR GARDENS: Finest colors, particularly

the brilliant salmon and coral pinks.
FOR HYBRIDISTS: Special Strains and Plants

reserved for Breeders only.

SILVIA SAUNDERS
Clinton, New York 13323

PEONIES IRISES
H E M E R O C A L L I S

Send 50c for our 83rd Anniversary Catalog
(1968) deductible from first order.
VISITORS WELCOME!

PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 15-20th OF MAY
GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.

Dept. APS-128
Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

Enjoy Roses?
AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP GIVES YOU . . .
American Rose Magazine Help with your Rose Problems
250 pg. American Rose Annual A Guide for Buying Roses

. . . there's more!

Write
AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY

4048 Roselea Place Columbus, Ohio 43214

"THE BEST"
PEONIES, IRIS AND DAYLILIES --

Free Price List

Krekler Farms, Somerville, Ohio 45064



Introducing!
KLEHM'S ESTATE PEONIES
A distinctive new series of patented peonies.

ESTATE PEONY Variety DINNERPLATE
Double Midseason World's Fair Pink

Large Dinnerplate flowers heaped with beauty.

ESTATE PEONY Variety HOOSIERLAND
(PPAF) Glossy deep red foliage and

friendly peony red blossoms. A short and
strong Klehm Estate Peony

ESTATE PEONY Variety BOWL OF CREAM
Plant Patent 2451 Full double rose type, long-lasting flowers

glistening cream white outstanding green foliage
adaptable for landscape planting

ESTATE PEONY Variety RASPBERRY SUNDAE
Double Mid-Season "Heaps of vanilla ice cream

Cream with raspberry topping dripping over the petals!
Patent Pending

ESTATE PEONY Variety TOP BRASS
Double Mid-Season "New for '68"

Words cannot describe the ever changing panorama
of appleblossom pink, canary yellow and ivory!

Patent Pending

Send for FREE COLOR CATALOG

CHARLES KLEHM & SON
KLEHM NURSERY "Since 1852"

2 E. Algonquin Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

312-437-2880 Charter Member of the American Peony Society



rfeXTpNDED OFFER

FAMOUS FOUR NEW DEEP, PURE
YELLOW DOUBLE HERBACEOUS PEONIES

NO. 1 YELLOW HEAVEN
NO. 2 YELLOW DREAM
NO. 3 YELLOW CROWN
NO. 4 YELLOW EMPORER

These are the much publicized crosses between TREE
PEONY ALICE HARDING ON WHITE SEMI-DOUBLE
HERBACEOUS The flowers are very large on herbaceous
plant with Tree Peony foliage.

All bloomed here Flowers all different Fragrant
Just Beautiful Excellent mediums for hybridizing.

PRICE $100.00 EACH
Only few plants available no more for several years.

Send for our new catalog 100 colored photos of Tree
Peonies.

Special Sale on Specimen Tree Peonies

Herbaceous Hybrids Species Peonies

*
Louis Smirnow

85 Linden Lane, Glen Head Brookville, L.I. N.Y. 11545

Press Print, Rockford. Ohio 45883
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