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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

W. G. Sindt

Hello again! This is my last opportunity to greet you in the Bulletin as your
president. It is a time of reflection on the two years it has been my privilege to
serve you. These have been eventful and hazardous years for our Society when we
literally had to "sink or swim." The membership showed its true colors in a
magnificent way, and once again we are a healthy organization with a very bright
future. You as members deserve a great share of the responsibility for this present
state of health.

To the Board of Directors I should like to express a special word of gratitude.
These are members of our Society who have been willing to give of their time to
attend meetings and of their money for travel expenses and contributions.
Through their counsel and wisdom we have been able to operate in an efficient
manner and we can truly be proud of our A.P.S. I should also like to thank Greta
Kessenich, our new secretary, who has taken over a most demanding assignment
and handled it with great expertise.

Memberships are coming in almost daily. We need more and I appoint each
one of you to a membership committee with the charge that you bring in one new
member. More would not be refused but just one would double our present
membership. We have something to offer to all sorts of people, the love of our
beautiful peony. New homeowners, as well as established growers of lovely things,
will appreciate the knowledge you can give them about our flowers. If you need
further help or information, write to our secretary and she will be glad to assist
you.

Here is another assignment for all of you ! When you take pictures of peonies
this summer, please shoot a few extra for our slide collection. We need especially
slides of doubles, singles, japs, whole plants, and landscape plantings. Hybrids and
trees are welcome too, but we are particularly short of the doubles.

We have an extremely late Spring here in Minnesota. At the present time we
are ten to fourteen days behind schedule. It will take some fairly warm weather to
bring even the early peonies into bloom by June 16 in time for our national show in
Mansfield. That date will soon be here and I hope you have sent your reservations
for the luncheon and dinner. If not, send them at once to Kingwood Center. I'm
eager to see you and don't forget to bring a few flowers.

Gus
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STILL TIME
FOR RESERVATIONS!

There's still time to make reser
vations and meet your fellow Peony
lovers at the

6rth ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
KINGWOOD CENTER,
MANSFIELD, OHIO
JUNE 16, 17 and 18.

Registration may be made directly to
Kingwood Center, 900 Park Avenue
West, Mansfield, Ohio 44903. Advance
fee is $10.00, including Saturday lun
cheon and banquet. See March Bulletin
for full details.
Reservations for lodging should be

made promptly, preferably by phone.
Recommended accommodations are:
Leland Motor Hotel, Park Ave. West

and Walnut (Downtown) 419-522-5111
Travel Lodge of Mansfield, 137 Park

Ave. West 419-522-5142
Downtown Motor Lodge, 191 Park

Avenue West 419-522-3662
Holiday Inn, 800 Laver Road.

(Mansfield Expressway) 419-589-2200

The banquet will be held at the
Leland Hotel Saturday evening at 7:30
p.m. Dr. Raymond Allen will be the
speaker. Earlier in the day Allen Wild
will tell of a lifetime with peonies,
followed by Dr. David Reath in an ever
popular session on hybridizing.
Of course, one of the highlights of the

meeting is the 67th National Exhibition
on Saturday and Sunday. Not only is
your attendance urged, but entries are
solicited from anyone who can bring or
send peonies to the Show.
There is no better opportunity to

renew your enthusiasm for Peonies,
mingle with the elite in Peonydom and
discharge your obligation as an active
member than by attending these An
nual Meetings. Do come and join us.

BRING SHOW ENTRIES

PEONY AUCTION

We desperately need more root
donations for the annual Auction. As
you can see from the meager list of
offerings to date, the sale of the entire
lot would not bring 25 percent of what
we realized last year. PLEASE, if you
have even one root of a choice variety to
spare, send us your offering at once.
Since time is critical, please address
your offerings to Greta M. Kessenich,
Travelodge of Mansfield, 137 Park
Avenue West, Mansfield, Ohio 44903,
and mark it "hold for arrival." Let's
make this year's auction at least as
rewarding as last year's record sale.
While your dues are highly ap
preciated, their combined total barely
covers the cost of the Bulletins and
administrative expense, and leave us
no margin for providing additional
services nor the opportunity to extend
the promotion of the Peony both to the
general public and to you as members.
To members attending the Annual

Meeting as well as those unable to
attend, the following is a list of the
Peonies offered for the Auction. If you
cannot attend and would like to bid on
any of these varieties, please mail your
bids to Greta Kessenich as above, to
arrive before June 18, the date of the
auction. Indicate the price you will
offer for each plant, and the number
you will take at that price, where more
than one of a variety is offered. Do not
send any money. If you are a successful
bidder, you will be notified, and roots
will be sent at the proper planting time
after your remittance is received.

Retail
From \V. A. Alexander list
I Frances Mains 20.00
1Chief Logan 10.00

From Brand Peony Farms
1William Pickett 15.00
I Wilford Johnson 10.00
lKayTischler lo.ou
1Myrtle Tischler 15.00

From Hen (.illx-i tson
10 Red Charm 7.50



From Top O' The Ridge
1Top Hat 12.00
1 Bertha's Choice 10.00
1 Roselette 4.50
3 Bright Knight 2.00
3 Gillian 2.50

From Roy Pehrson
2 Lull a bye (This is a newly registered
but not yet introduced hybrid.
Parentage ARCHANGEL X
MOONRISE.) A distinct yellow ten
petaled single with full tufted center.
Grew 15" on a four year plant but un
doubtedly will grow taller when
established. A minimum bid of $25.00 is
requested.

EDITOR'S COLUMN
We made every effort to get this

Bulletin out in time to bring you all up
to date on the program for the National
Meeting. Several delays were en
countered, not the least of which was
conflict at the printer's office with
commencement and other graduation
publicity which naturally took local
priority. We do hope it reaches you in
time for you to make plans to attend the
meeting, which in our opinion is the
highlight of any peony season, and a
distinct privilege as well as an
obligation of membership.
Additionally we did not read final

proof on this issue in order to save
precious time. So please forgive us if it
should contain more than the usual
number of errors, omissions or trans
positions.
We are not as fortunate in ac

cumulation of material for the Sep
tember issue as we were for this one.
Except for a report of the National
Meeting as well as meetings and shows
held elsewhere, the Popularity Poll is
about all we have to report. This should
provide an excellent opportunity to
make this a truly member participating
issue. Would each of you please send in
a report of your past blooming season
varietal comment, cultural practices,
disease and insect problems, other
disappointments if any, and above all,
the joys of growing, watching and using
Peonies to their best advantage.

THE POPULARITY POLL
Very few ballots have come in since
jur last report, and we cannot in good
conscience publish a consensus on such
few returns. No doubt this solicitation
came at the wrong time of the year, so
we are holding it open so that you may
refresh your memories after this year's
bloom. Please refer to Bulletin No. 200,
December, 1971 for details. If you would
prefer not to "spoil" your copy by
tearing out the center fold, send us your
choices on a separate sheet of paper, in
the same order as they appear on the
printed sheet. You might want to fill in
the printed sheets and leave them in the
Bulletin just to check your choices
against the consensus. If we get as
many as 50 ballots total, we will publish
the complete results in the September
Bulletin, but ask that you get your
ballots to us by the 10th of August to
make this possible.

69TH ANNUAL
MEETING
AMERICAN

PEONY SOCIETY
KINGWOOD
CENTER

MANSFIELD,
OHIO

JUNE 16-18, 1972

COME AND
HAVE FUN
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SEED SOURCES FOR PEONY SPECIES

Dara E. Emery
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
Santa Barbara, California 9310S

People interested in obtaining peony species often have difficulty finding the
material. While it would be much easier and certainly quicker to obtain plants of
desired species, the only available material may be seed. The following list offers
possible seed sources of species as well as a few hybrids. The list was compiled
from botanic garden seed catalogs which are not available to the individual. These
catalogs are of seed collected from plants growing in the wild and-or in cultivation
and made available on an exchange basis to other botanic gardens and arboreta.
Taxonomista who have worked with the genus Paeonia have not always agreed

as to synonomy and relationships within the genus, nor has the plant breeders'
experimental evidence always agreed with the taxonomists' conclusions. For this
reason, and at the expense of having a few obvious synonyms the species are listed
as found in the different catalogs. Of particular interest are three names not often
seen, P. baxteri Sab. listed in Index Kewensis Vol. II as a synonym of P.
peregrina; P. kavahensis Aznav. listed in Index Kewensis supplementum VI, 1916-
1920, as being found in Armen ; and P. stevensiana (Stev) Kem.-Nath. for which no
reference was available.
It should be noted that even though a species is listed, it may not be available

every year. If a particular species is not available this year, it may be next year or
the following year.
To send a seed request and receive the seed via first class or regular mail can

mean a lapsed time of three months or longer; therefore, when requesting seed
from any of the foreign institutions it is advisable to send the request via air mail.
One might also send one dollar's worth of International Coupons with the request
that the seed be sent air mail. These coupons, available at larger post offices, are
used in lieu of U.S. stamps which cannot be used for return mail from foreign
countries. The one dollar contribution will be appreciated by the institution and
/our request may receive quicker handling.
In the peony seed list following, each species or hybrid name is followed by one

or more numbers. These correspond to the name and address of the institutions
found in list II from which, hopefully, the seed may be obtained. Requests should
be addressed to "The Director' of the garden in question .

List I

Paeonia Species and Hybrids available

P. albiflora Pall. 3, 32, 44
P. anomala L. 3, 19, 27, 40, 41, 43, 44, 46
P. anomala L. var intermedia

(C.A.Meyer) 38
P. arborea Donn. 3, 4, 5, 43
P. arietina Anders 3, 10, 12, 13, 18, 20, 27
P. bakeri Lynch 38
P. banatica Rochel 8, 38
P. baxteri Sab. 30
P. beresowskii Kom. 20, 40
P. broteri Boiss. et Reut. 8, 15, 33
P. californica Nutt. ex T.&G. 47

P. cambessedesii 10, 11, 18, 37
P. caucasica N. Schipcz 42, 43
P. chinensis Hort. cv's. 43
P. clusi Stern et Stearn 25
P. corallina Retz 14, 27. 28
P. daurica Andr. 7. 10, 13, 15. 18. 19. 20.

25, 26, 27
P. decora Anders 3, 8. 30. 38
P. delavayi Franch 6. 8. 11. 12. 13. 15. 16.

17, 18, 19, 20. 21. 25. 27. 28. 40. 45
P delavayi x lutea 8. 13. 18
P. emodi Wall 8, :S8
P. humilis Retz. var villnsa 8. :i8
P. humilis Retz 7
P. hybrida Pall. 40. 42. 4:s. 44
P. intermedia C.A.Mey. 4:i
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P. japonica (Makino) Miyabe et
Takeda 40

P. kavahensis Aznav. 7, 40, 43
P. lactiflora Pall. 7, 8, 12, 26, 28, 38, 40,

41, 42
P. lusitanica Miller 27
P. lutea Franch 6, 8, 40, 45
P. lutea var. ludlowi 11, 13, 49
P. (lutea x delavayi) ex Franchet 7, 13,

27, 28, 38
P. (lutea x suffruticosa ) 13
P. mairei Lev. 20
P. mascula Mill. 7, 15, 19, 27
P. mascula ssp. arietina 13
P. mascula Mill. var. pal la si 7
P. mascula ssp. russi 13
P. mlokosewitschi 7, 11, 13, 18, 20, 41, 46,

48
P. mollis 7
P. moutan Sims. 2, 9

P. obovata Maxim 13, 40, 42
P. officinalis L. Gouan. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 15,

16, 18, 20, 23, 25, 27 , 29, 31, 34, 35, 38,
40, 46

P. officinalis L. ssp. humilis 7, 8, 18, 38
P. officinalis ssp. villosa (Retz) Cull. &

Heyw. 18, 25, 30
P. paradoxa DC 7
P. paradoxa Anders, var. leiocarpa

Lund. 3
P. peregrina Mill. 3, 7, 8, 15, 17, 19, 20,

23, 25, 28, 30, 36, 38, 41
P. potanini Komarov 7, 30, 38
P. romanica Brandza 34, 35, 36
P. russi Biv. 7
P. sinensis hort. 3, 27
P. Steveniana (Stev.) Kem.-Nath. 43
P. suffruticosa Andr. 1, 6, 17, 22, 28. 31,

39, 40
P. suffruticosa Andrews var. spontanea

8
P. tenuifolia L. 3, 7, 15, 16, 18, 20, 22, 35,

36. 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46
P. triternata Pall. 3, 35, 40
P. veitchi var. woodwardi (Stapf et

34, 36
P. veitchi var. beresowski 13
P. veitchi var. woodwardi (Stapf et

Cox) Stern 7, 13, 18, 20
P. wittmanniana Hartw. 18, 20, 21, 39
P. wittmanniana Lindley 18
P. wittmanniana tomentosa 48

List II - Seed Sources

AUSTRALIA
1. The Superintendent
Royal Tasmanian Botanical
Gardens
Hobart, 7000 Tasmania Australia

BELGIUM
2. Dienst Voor
Parken En Plantsoenen
Gerard Le Grellelaan 5
2020 Antwerp Belgium

BULGARIA
2. University Botanic Garden
P.O.B. 157
Sofia, Bulgaria

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
4. Hortus Plantarum Medicarum

BRNO
Trida Obrancu Miru 10
C.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia

5. Hortus Plantarum Medicarum
Facultatis pharmaceuticae
Universitatis Comenianae
Kalinciakova 8, Bratislava
C.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia

6. Arboretum mlynany
Ustav Dendrobiologie Sav
Posta Slepcany
okres Nitra
C.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia

7. Botanica Zahrada Univerzity
Komenskoho
Hortus Botanicus Universitatis
Comenianae
Bratislava, Karloveska 390
C.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia

DENMARK
8. Prof. Thorv. Sorensen, Director
Jardin Botanique de L'Universite
Oster Farimagsgade 2B DK 1353
Copenhague. Denmark

ENGLAND
9. Prof. A. H. Bunting, Director
Agricultural Botany Garden
Cutbush Lane, Shinfield
University of Reading
Reading, Berks., England

10. John S. L. Gilmour, Director
University Botanic Garden
Cambridge CB2 IJF, England
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11. William G. MacKenzie, Curator
Chelsea Physic Garden
66 Royal Hospital Road
Chelsea
London, S.W. 3, England

12. Prof. C. D. Darlington, Director
University Botanic Garden
Rose Lane
Oxford, England

13. Director
Royal Horticultural Society's
Gardens
Wisley, Ripley, Surrey, England

FRANCE
14. Prof. R. Echevin, Director

Jardins Botaniques de la Ville
30 bis, Rue Sainte-Catherine
Nancy 01, France

15. Henri Poinsot, Director
Jardin Botanique de la Ville
1 Avenue Albert Premier
Dijon, France

16. Director
Jardin Botanique de Strasbourg
8 rue Goethe
67 Strasbourg, France

GERMANY
17. Botanisher Garten der Johannes

Gutenberg Universitat
Saar Straze 21
D65 Mainz, Germany

18. Botanischer Garten
Menzingerstrasse 63
Munich 19, Germany

19. Botanischer Garten der Universitat
Rostock
25 Rostock
Doberaner Strase 143
DDR, E. Germany

20. Botanischer Garten der Friedrich-
Schiller Universitat
Goetheallee 26
DDR-69 Jena Thur, E. Germany
Rose Lane
67 Strasbourg, France

21. Kurpark
Staatliche Baderverwaltung
Badenweiler 7847
Sudschwarzwald, Germany

22. Botanischer Garten
Der Universitat Halle
402 Halle (S), E. Germany

23. Botanischer Garten
Der Karl Marx Univesitat
701 Leipzig
Linnestrasse 1, E. Germany

24. Botanical Institute
Dusseldorf University
Christophstrase 82
D 4000 Dusseldorf 1
Fed. Rep. Germany

HOLLAND
25. Botanical Gardens & Belmonte

Arboretum
Wageningen
37 Gen. Foulkesweg
The Netherlands, Holland

HUNGARY
26. Kerteszetiegyetem

Botanikus Kertje
Hortus Botanicus
Universitatis Horticulturae
Budapest XX, Soroksar, Hungary

27. Gyogynoveny Kutato Intezet
Botanikus Kertje
Budakalasz, Hungary

28. Hortus Botanicus
Instituti Botanici Academiae
Scientiarum
Vacratot, Hungary

29. Agrartudomanyi Egyetem
Agrobotani Kuskert
Godollo, Hungary

ITALY
30. Istituto Ed Orto

Botanico Dell'Universita Di Pisa
Via Luca Ghini 5-56100
Pisa, Italy

31. Orto Botanico
Instituto Tecnico per Geometri
33100 - Udine, Italy

JAPAN
32. Kasukabe Experiment Station of

Medicinal Plants
30 Kasukabe
Saitama-Ken. Japan

PORTUGAL
33. Jardim Botanico da I'niversidade

Arcos Uo Jardim
Coimbra. Portugal

ROMANIA
34. Gradina Botanica A. L'niversitati

Str. Comuna
Din Paris No 26
Craiova, R P Romania
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35. Gradina Botanica
Sos. Cotroconi NR 32
Bucaresti, Romania

36. Hortus Botanicus Universitatis
Iasi, Romania

SP<
37. Instituto Botanico de Barcelona

Avenida de Montanans
Parque de Montjuic
Barcelona-4, Spain

SWITZERLAND
38. Jardin Botanique

CH 1202 Geneve, Switzerland
UNITED KINGDOM
39. Department of Botany - L. W. Beer

University of North Wales
Bangor, North Wales, United
Kingdom

U.S.S.R.
40. Moscow State University Botanical

Garden
Seed Department
Lenin Hills
Moscow - V - 234
U.S.S.R.

41. Botanical Garden of the Peter
Stutchka University
Riga 7
L. Kandavos Street 2, U.S.S.R.

42. Hortus Botanicus Principalis
Academiae Scientiarium
Mosque V-276, U.S.S.R.

43. Hortus Botanicus Centralis
Academiae Scientiarum UCR. SSR
Kiev, 14, Via Timirjasevska, 1,
U.S.S.R.

44. Hortus Botanicus Sibiricus
Tomsk, U.S.S.R.

45. Hortus Socziensis "Dendrarium"
Soczi, U.S.S.R.

46. Hortus Botanicus Universitatis
Kioviensis
Kiev 14, Ucraina, U.S.S.R.

UNITED STATES
47. Santa Barbara Botanic Garden

1212 Mission Canyon Road
Santa Barbara, Calif. 93105

48. Mr. William I. P. Campbell
Smith College Botanic Garden
Northampton, Mass. 01060

49. The Director
University of Washington Ar
boretum
Seattle, Washington 98105

When trying to obtain seed of species
not noted above, one might write to a
botanic garden in or near the native
habitat of the particular species, and if
one is a member, to The Royal Hor
ticultural Society which is most helpful
in locating unusual plant material.
Three other good sources of peony

species seed are:

1. American Rock Garden Society
Mr. Richard W. Redfield, Secretary
Box 26
Closter, N.J. 07624

2. The Alpine Garden Society
The Secretary, E. M. Upward
58 Denison House
296 Vauxhall Bridge Road
London S.W. I, England

3. The Royal Horticultural Society
The Secretary
The Royal Horticultural Society
Vincent Square
London, S.W. 1, England

The first two of these societies have
quarterly journals and the R.H.S. has a
monthly journal; all three send seed
lists to members each year. These seed
lists are truly remarkable. At present
they each contain from one thousand to
several thousand different items, most
of which are rare and just not available
anywhere else. If one enjoys seed
propagation and growing rare and
unusual plants, the seed lists alone are
well worth the membership fees.

SUPPORT

YOUR

SOCIETY
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TRANSLITERATION OR

TRANSLATION?

The International Code of Hor
ticultural Nomenclature tells us how we
may name a cultivar when it is brought
from one country to another, where
language makes barriers to ordinary
communication.
Language difference has been met in

various ways by religious, intellectual,
and scientific minds. For centuries
Latin was the "universal" language.
Recently, scientific people have kicked
Latin up onto the top shelf, finding
English more adaptable to their day-to
day discussions. However, Latin has
distinction, and the same meaning
everywhere, so it fits well into the role
of plant names. The Linnaean binomial,
frequently expanded into a trinomial, is
thus entrenched.

At the first International Hor
ticultural Congress in London in 1950( ? )
the horticulturists (and many botanists
were included there) decided to
distinguish between the botanical
system and their own field by dropping
Latin in favor of the vernacular. Two
powerful reasons brought this about.
The systematic botanists refused to
accommodate their system to two
classes of plants, the horticultural
varieties and the hybrid varieties. The
use of non-Latin languages now in
dicates the horticultural or hybrid
nature of the plant materials described,
and tells us plainly that the new Hor
ticultural Code rules over these names.
The Botanical Code only governs Latin
names, specific or sub-specific.
This decision leads to a repetition of

the old problem: there are many
languages, each of which represents
the vernacular in its own area. How
was a horticultural variety to be named
when carried to a new area? The Code
comes up with rules which appear to
solve this in a practical way.) First, the
distinction from a botanical (wild)
species or form is strengthened by
using the convenient abbreviation

"cultivar" or "cv.," meaning any plant
or group of identical plants originated
in cultivation. Second, the name given a
cultivar is to be in the vernacular, not in
Latin, and capitalized ('Peace,' not
"pax"). Third, the name should be
registered by the official Authority
designated by the Congress for the
plant group to which it belongs. Fourth,
the name should be used everywhere if
possible; and if not possible, then it
may be (a) Transliterated into another
language, (b) Translated into another
language, (c) a "commercial
synonym" may be used if approved by
the Authority.
We may give the reader a few

examples. In areas using English the
commercial synonym for the rose
cultivar 'Mme. A. Meilland,' is 'Peace.'
approved by the American Rose
Society, the International Authority for
roses. (The name change in this case
occurred before the Code was in use it
might well be unacceptable now.) A
transliterated name from the Japanese
would be the same sound spelled in
English, for example 'Geisha'; the
translated name from the same would
be 'Party Girl,' or the like. Note that a
transliterated name has the same
sound, without English meaning, and a
translated name has the same meaning
without the same sound. The Code does
not allow, in any language, the use of a
transliterated and a translated name
for the same plant.
It should be noted that trans

literations occur only between
languages written in different
characters. For example a name could
not be changed by transliteration from
Spanish to French, but could be tran
sliterated from the Japanese or
Russian to the English. It may also be
noted that transliteration usually
results in a non-descriptive word, for
example. Gessekai ; also, that the name
so obtained is often spelled wrongly,
which is so common with Japanese tree
peonies. On the other hand, it is noted
that a translation, such as Party Girl'
reveals the meaning of *he original
name.
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In international trade it is important
that all parties know the names of
record in the different languages. This
is governed by the Authority. It is
therefore necessary for the Authority to
have many international connections
and to devote much time to ac
cumulation of information and keeping
of records. This is the reason that the
peony, much as it needs one, does not
yet have an Authority. It is to be desired
that the American Peony Society
should become financially able to take
on and give stability to this matter of
nomenclature. But recording new
cultivars in the USA is only a part of the
job, as can be shown. What do we know
of the work in peonies which is done in
France, Holland, Germany, Britain,
Japan, China and Russia?
It would be well if American peony

and tree peony growers could meet and
agree on the names to be used for
Japanese cultivars, and the exact
spelling of each. They should consider,
and possibly lay some guidelines, for
the future transliteration or translation
of foreign names. They ought to cir
cularize all breeders with the rules of
naming as contained in the Code. In
particular, the recording of the hybrid
origin of cultivars should be made a
rule, and each hybrid group (grex)
should be given an approved name.
They should also consider the granting
of commercial synonyms to cultivars so
badly named they will not have public
appeal. Finally, they are going to have
to finance this work.
Tree peonies received from Japan

are usually labeled with translitera
tions, such as Shirotamajishi, Momay-
ama, Gessekai, Hodai. These have
doubtless been written by Japanese
who knew the Latin letters, but not the
English, German, French, Spanish, or
other translations. If the Society were
to insist on translations, several names
would result in different Western
nations. The time may be coming,
however, when English will be
generally accepted for horticultural
names of all origins, at least for the
purposes of commerce.

J. Franklin Styer

A PEONY CROSS

FOR NON-HYBRIDIZERS

There is a very promising peony
cross that can be reliably made with
only a minimum of bother. It does not
require spoiling the flower as is usually
necessary to control pollination.
This might be called the "landscape

gardener's cross" for it is particularly
suited to gardens maintained primarily
for display.
The key element is use of hybrid

garden varieties as SEED parents.
Yes, I too have heard that the hybrids
rarely produce a seed, but this is under
conditions of open pollination. When I
applied pollen of good reputation, the
results were quite encouraging.
Five second year divisions gave 10

seeds. These were from a total of 20
flowers averaging at the rate of one
seed for two flowers pollinated. Mature
plants will have many more flowers. A
garden having a dozen specimen plants
might give 40 to 50 seeds in a season.
When using the hybrids as seed

parents, there is no practical ad
vantage in protecting the cross from
contaminating pollen. It appears the
hybrids, like other peonies, are
generally self-sterile, requiring cross-
pollination. Anyway, this procedure
assures that every seed will be a hybrid
since the pod side of a cross cannot be
contaminated.
What hybrids should be tried? At this

time I think the best answer is, the
finest you happen to have, of any strain,
either herbaceous or lutea hybrid. Until
we know better which varieties are
most compatible, the pollen parent
might best be a relative, either a second
generation plant from the same strain,
a parent or other choice representative
of one of the parent species. Pollen of
tetraploids may be more productive in
this cross than that of diploid varieties,
but that is little more than speculation.
The crosses which produced my 1971

seeds were as follows (seed parent
given first ) :
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Cardinal's Robe X Good Cheer
Sophie X Moonrise
Legion of Honor X Moonrise
Rose Noble X Rosellette's Child F2
Dark Single X Belinda
All of the pollen varieties are
tetraploid. The two crosses listed first
may be considered "blood relatives"
and the others have one or more closely
related species in common.

Growers of the lutea hybrids might
use pollen of the Japanese tree peonies
or that of a different lutea hybrid. The
latter would be less fertile, but ob
viously will work, for there now exist F2
plants of this strain.
There are a couple of important rules

to follow. First, an obvious one. In order
to avoid undue disturbance of the
flower form, apply the pollen with a
brush. For this you will need dried
pollen. Preferably, cut a strong flower
from the chosen variety as it is about to
open. Allow it to develop indoors in
water, the slower, the better. When the
pollen commences to fall, carefully
shake it onto smooth paper, without
getting it wet. Hold dry until needed.
Secondly, apply your chosen pollen

before the self pollen falls. While the
self pollen may not make seeds it will
take up the space on the stigmas. The
pollen falls shortly after the flower
opens, sooner in hot weather. The
surest approach is to catch the flowers
as they are ABOUT to open and help
them a bit.

Pollinate every bloom that will be left
on the plants. There is no other way to
find which may have contained a fertile
egg cell. Use inconspicuous markings
such as colored plastic ties, a different
color for each pollen used, and you will
have your record by which to determine
the pedigree of seeds at harvest time.

How to handle the seeds? Carefully,
they are precious. Follow one or the
other of the germination procedures
that have appeared in the various
peony publications. Roy Pehrson
outlines some alternatives in an article
which appeared in the December 1968

APS BULLETIN. If you don't have it,

write me for a reproduction. I can
supply a few.

Do keep track of the parentage of any
seedlings you grow. Should something
especially desirable appear, it will be of
much greater value for hybridizing if

you know which varieties it is related
to.

You won't get so many seeds from
this cross that you will run out of space
right away. Yet, you will be making
another important contribution to the
work of the American Peony Society.
You can do so using plants you already
have and you don't have to do a lot of
studying in order to get ready.
Do not hesitate to share pollen with

other APS members. When dried and
carefully folded in foil, pollen can be
easily mailed. A cooperative effort may
have an added dimension of satisfac
tion!

Don Hollingsworth

69TH ANNUAL MEETING

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
KINGWOOD CENTER
MANSFIELD, OHIO
JUNE 16-18, 1972

COME AND HAVE FUN

PARTICIPATE IN AUCTION

HELP ELECT DIRECTORS

VISIT THE GROUNDS

ENJOY LUNCHEON AND BANQUET

BRING SHOW ENTRIES

MEET FRIENDS AND VIP'S

SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY
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SOME GOALS FOR

THE SERIOUS HYBRIDIST
Except for the Japanese tree peony,

which may well be a completed
cultivar the end product of centuries
of single-minded effort on the part of
the Japanese to attain a Zen-oriented
perfection there is much room in the
peony world for improvement. There
are many outstanding herbaceous
peonies, to be sure, but far too many
that are either undistinguished or good
only as cut flowers.
May I present my views on what I

consider worthy and, most important,
realistic goals for improving the
peony?
Let me begin by stating that flowers

for the cut-flower trade are a separate
discussion. What I am looking at, and
for, is a peony that is an asset to the
garden, primarily.
Such a plant would:

1. Have stems that display the flowers
well, regardless of weather;

2. Have foliage that is attractive up
until frost;

3. Have flowers that are produced
freely;

4. Have flowers that open easily;
5. Have flowers whose petals fall off
rather than "mummify" on the
bush;

6. Have flowers that do not fade;
7. Have flowers that have a varied
range of clear colors;

8. Have flowers that have a varied
range of interesting forms;

9. Have flowers that are fragrant or
pleasingly scented;

10. Have flowers that individually last
at least a week, regardless of
weather;

11. Be a plant that establishes easily
and performs consistently well,
year after year, with no "off
seasons";

12. Be a plant that multiplies readily;
13. Have its blooming season extended
backward earlier into spring;

14. Have flowers whose beauty of form
is without question. (This one is last
but far from least. It might take a
disinterested panel of judges or a

society-wide poll to determine, but
this point should not be neglected.
To what avail the possession of
every one of the preceding qualities
(not counting No. 13), for example,
if the flower is not beautiful? )

These listed qualities are not "pulled
out of a hat"; each is a quality to be
observed in some present varieties. But
how many varieties can we name that
possess all of these qualities (not
counting No. 13)? In my opinion, this is
the primary task of the serious
hybridist.
"Way-out" goals should be eschewed.

I refer to such dubious desiderata as an
everblooming peony, an evergreen
peony, or a blue peony, to mention just
a few of the ideas that have been
presented for consideration. Now it is
just as natural for a peony to be any of
these as it is to be able to grow them as
annuals, like zinnias and marigolds
(now there's a goal for the en
terprising! ), or to graft a cactus onto a
morning glory!
It should be obvious to even the

casual observer that there are limits to
possibility, despite the ever-popular
and ingratiating notion that
"everything is possible." There are
things that are simply not in the nature
of peonies to be and such "possibilities"
should not be pursued at the expense of
those endeavors that would bring the
peony to a fruition of its normal
potentials. When a peony is everything
that a peony can be, then might we
properly turn to alchemy and wizardry
for those things that it is not in the
character of a peony to be. There is
certainly more than enough to be done
before that time arrives! Until then,
there is no cause to suffer from
deprivation in the midst of so many
superb everblooming flowers, so many
fine blue flowers, and so many noble
evergreens.
But do we have a host of herbaceous

peonies that are unquestionably ex
cellent garden subjects? That is the
question!

Anthony J. DeBlasi
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BEGINNER'S CORNER

Continuing our discussion of Peony
culture for the beginner, our next point
of attack in pinpointing failures is
Number 3, "Lack of Care." All too
often, even with fall planting, peonies
may be properly planted but then left to
their own devices for survival. Perhaps
a bucket of water when planting,
perhaps not, and the plant is expected
to bloom the next season.

To provide the best possible con
ditions for healthy growth, a few simple
guides will help immeasureably. First,
if planted early and fall rains are not
ample, at least one additional soaking
is in order. Perhaps the best method is
to place the hose end without nozzle
over the crown of the plant, or use one
of the "Soaker" type attachments. Let
the water run as slowly as possible for
several hours, or until the ground is
thoroughly saturated. If planted late,
particularly in northern areas, a mulch
of loose, non absorbent material is
indicated. Buckwheat hulls, ground
corn cobs, shredded bark or straw are
all suitable. If mulched, this should be
removed in the spring as soon as the
ground has thawed. As soon as the
stems appear in the spring, cultivation
should begin. Be careful not to get too
close to the stems as they are quite
brittle at this stage. Thereafter plants
should be cultivated as often as the
ground becomes hard or crusty,
especially after a rair followed by hot,
sunny days.

If you have fertilized when planting,
no further feeding is recommended the
first year. Thereafter, a dressing of
balanced plant food could be applied at
the rate of about a haldful to the plant,
circled around it and worked in with
shallow cultivation.
If you want healthy plants you will, of

course, cut off all spent bloom just
under the calyx, to retain as much leaf
surface as possible. After the first year,
when you should not cut bloom at all,
you may want to disbud for larger size
flowers, or for show purposes. This is

done as soon as the side buds reach the
size of small peas and the stem is still
tender. Holding the terminal bud
loosely with one hand, just take the
thumb and middle finger and gently roll
off the stem right where it joins the
main stem. This will leave no scar, and
will not tear the main stem which often
happens if disbudding is done after the
side stems harden.

In the fall, as soon as the leaves begin
to look ragged or turn color, cut them
all off at ground level. Mulching after
the first year is optional, but generally
not recommended except in extremely
cold areas.
If your peonies are field planted, or if

you have a serious weed problem, a
selective herbicide is recommended.
We have used Treflan (trade name
"Preen" in garden size packages) with
good success. The ground should first
be cultivated as early in the spring as
practical, and Preen applied at the rate
of 8 ounces per hundred square feet.
Dosage is fairly critical more might
have some adverse effect on plant
health, and less may not eradicate
some of the tougher weeds. This
treatment is effective in preventing
germination of most annual weeds, but
has little effect on perennial weeds such
as dandelion, milkweed, etc., except
that it will control growth of any new
seedlings of these types. Occasionally a
fall application is indicated. This is
particularly true if you have an in
festation of chickweed or one or two of
the other weeds which seem to ger
minate as well in cold as in hot weather.

Now to Number 4. Fortunately, few
insects are serious pests of Peonies.
Let's dispose of ants first. Except for
their propensity for being carried into
the house with almost every cut bloom,
they present no serious problem. They
are really only after the sticky nectar
which develops on the buds, and do not
harm the plant. It has been said that
they might be carriers of viruses, but
several years of culture have not turned
up any virus in our fields, and peonies
seem to be relatively virus resistant on



the whole. If the ants develop unsightly
hills in otherwise decorative areas, a
liberal application of carbon disulfide
on a warm day will pretty well clean
them out.
Nematodes are perhaps the one

serious problem. They may be brought
in on purchased stock, they may
already be present in your soil, or they
may arrive by simple migration. Their
presence on peonies is evidenced above
ground by gradual thinning of stems
from year to year, generally ac
companied by an increase in stem
number and diminishing bloom. When
dug, the roots will show distortion and
swellings of the roots, most apparent
near the ends of new root growth. This
may be confused at times with
Lemoine's disease, except that in this
malady the swellings are mostly in
rings on the older roots, and the whole
root system has a rather scaly ap
pearance. For this there is no known
remedy, and it is best to just discard the
plant, and avoid planting the same
variety again.
Nematode control may be effected

basically by soil fumigation. Most state
or county agricultural agencies can
advise you of the particular treatment
for your area. Many of them publish
pamphlets on Nematode control. The
only remedy for infected plants seems
to be a hot water treatment. This is
tricky, as a uniform temperature of
about 110 degrees is required (in no
case should it exceed 120 degrees) and
the timing is also to be carefully wat
ched. Unless a valuable specimen is
attacked, the best solution again is to
dispose of the plant, but fumigation is
definitely in order before replanting.
To avoid all this trouble, you might

try Marigolds. It has been reported that
interplanting of these popular annuals
will successfully deter, if not com
pletely eliminate nematodes, and it is
certainly worth a try if your planting is
not badly infested. Here, incidentally,
is a project for the novice who woulc
like to further research in peony
culture. If you suspect nematodes, dig a

plant or two and make at least three
divisions. Send one to your county agent
or state entomologist for confirmation.
Be sure to have him state whether or
not this is the root-knot nematode,
which is apparently the only one
seriously affecting Peonies. There are
others, such as the golden Nematode,
which threatened to decimate the Idaho
potato crop a few years back.
After a positive diagnosis, select an

unused portion of your garden and
replant the two divisions, separating
them by at least ten feet. Then next
spring, sow Marigold seed around one
of them, and repeat the following year
on the same plant. Then after two
years, dig them and this time send
BOTH plants in for diagnosis. In this
manner we could determine to what
extent Marigolds are really effective in
Nematode control.
Thrips and aphids are perhaps the

only other problem with peonies. While
aphids will occasionally attack tender
stems, both they and thrips are most
generally associated with blooms,
particularly in the late bud stage.
Advice from Rev. Joseph Syrovy in the
March Bulletin, page 16, gives one
remedy for thrips. Any good contact
insecticide applied just before the buds
open should provide good control, or if
you are "organic" minded, a liberal
application of ladybugs will hold either
in check quite successfully.
Fifth and last, diseases are relatively

scarce in peonies. Botrytis is the one
most often cited, and truthfully can
prove disastrous when allowed to
become rampant. However, our ex
perience is that its prevalence has been
greatly exaggerated, and far too often
failure to bloom is blamed on Botrytis
when other causative factors are the
actual culprits. Botrytis is a fungus
which unfortunately thrives over
winter, so that it is ready to do its
damage early when the stems first
appear. This is the time to look for it.
Generally the first pair of leaves will
wilt and turn black. The plant may then
appear to grow normally until flower
buds form, when the stem just under
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the bud will blacken, and finally the
whole bud will turn brown or black and
fail to open. Often these buds when
opened will show some fungus strands,
which do not occur when bud blast is
due to other causes. For years, the
recommended remedy was Bordeaux
mixture, but this is now definitely out of
favor, and we would not recommend it.
In the first place, the proprietary
preparations are not nearly as effective
as the mixture prepared fresh from
Copper sulfate and lime, and secondly,
a continued application will produce a
soil saturation of copper which will
eventually result in stunted plants. This
is particularly true where used in a
mixed border, where many plants are
not nearly as tolerant of copper as
peonies. Currently, good results are
being obtained by the use of Ferbam,
Marlate, Zerlate or the newer
fungicides such as Captan and Phaltan.
Squibb now has on the market Botran,
which is said to be a specific for
Botrytis, but still high priced and a bit
difficult to obtain.

Other disease, except for Lemoine's
disease reviewed above, are relatively
inconsequential. Leaf spot may be
reduced by any all purpose fungicide.
Any other health problem would
probably be a purely local problem, and
could readily be taken care of by advice
from your local agricultural agent or
state inspector.

This ends our formal presentation for
the beginner. We hope you have gained
at least one or two hints which will help
you to raise better Peonies. We would
like very much to continue this column
by answering questions which any of
you may have, whether novice or ex

pert with a problem. If we do not have
the answers, we should be in a position
to refer them to someone of wider
experience or particular knowledge.
Please feel free to write us on any
problem bothering you.

SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY

SOME THOUGHTS ON

POLLEN MANAGEMENT

After two seasons of preparing peony
pollen and making hybrid crosses, I am
increasingly concerned that instead of
preserving the pollen's potential I may
be reducing its effectiveness.

As I look back over my results, it
appears that not more than a few good
seeds have been produced from hybrid
pollens of anthers collected from newly
opened blossoms. Conversely, my
apparent successes may be generally
associated with pollens taken from fully
opened flowers, most of which had been
cut and held for display.

Several Saunders lobata hybrids and
a few lutea hybrids have been available
locally. I have ordinarily gathered
anthers rather than ask for a whole
blossom from the gardens of others.
When taken as the bloom opens there is
little possibility of contamination by
other pollens. When dried the anthers
give a nice quantity of pollen even from
low yielding kinds. This process
seemed good enough and the low seed
production could easily be laid to the
mixed up chromosomes of the hybrids.
However, at the 1969 Kansas City

Peony Display I acquired a bloom of
Cytherea and one of a double lutea
hybrid. The lutea was local and I also
had its pollen from an earlier collec
tion. At seed harvest, Cytherea pollen
proved to have been about as effective
as that of lactiflora varieties. The
second take of lutea pollen gave 19
seeds from three carpels of eight flower
heads while that from the first
collection gave none. These results
provided a dramatic contrast.

In 1970 my local collections of pollen
performed about the same as before
while limited experience with pollen
from more slowly developed blossoms
was again good.

In The Peonies (p. 120) we are ad
vised, "one way to secure 'pure' pollen
is to cut the bloom just before it is due to
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open and place it in water in a cool
place, preferably in the house. Here its
opening will be delayed, and as a result
the anthers will have more time to
come to full maturity or ripeness, and
no pollen is lost."

No mention is made whether this
conclusion is drawn from specific
experimental results or is perhaps
offered more by way of lore from an
experienced breeder. While I had
supposed this recommendation
directed primarily to the task of
securing un contaminated pollen, I am
now ready to accept a much more in
clusive meaning. I believe there is
enough possibility that slow maturity is
a critical need in achieving viable
hybrid pollen that I will follow the
above passage until some specific
comparisons can be made to test the
proposition.

In the search for techniques by which
we may better manage hybrid crosses,
I think it worthwhile to thoughtfully
search our experiences for clues, then
test the clues. Although the above
statement of experience comes through
in the writing as a simple contrast of
results, the whole array of experiences
was much more complex and not at all
clear. When this is tested more
carefully we may well find that it does
have a practical value with varieties
having a greater degree of hybridity or
other factors which reduce viability.
Yet on kinds that have an abundance of
good pollen there may be no practical
benefit for the extra trouble.
If any of those who read this have

comments after comparing the idea
with their own observations or what has
been heard from others, I would ap
preciate hearing the reactions.

Don Hollingsworth
5831 N. Colrain Ave.
Kansas City, Mo. 64151

BRING SHOW ENTRIES

PEONY VARIETIES
FOR CUTTING IN THE EAST

Jacob Styer was a member of the
APS from about 1905. He had been
growing flowers over twenty years and
had seven greenhouses on a thirty acre
farm near Philadelphia. In those days
the best seeds were bought from Sutton
& Sons in England, and from their
catalog he got the idea of trying
peonies, and imported a few hundred
divisions. By 1905 he was selling a few
cut peonies in Philadelphia, but on
sending them to New York to William
P. Ford, he was promptly told to stop
because greenhouse men would boycott
Ford for handling outdoor flowers.
Being resourceful, he sent his entire
crop the next year to the Atlantic City
hotels, gratis; the result was a sen
sation, and the New York market
immediately demanded peonies. Our
firm has shipped to that market every
year since.
The use of peonies has climbed and

then receded since that time. We can
remember seeing five or six truckloads
come into New York in a day, but now
there would be too many in one. This is
caused, not by failure to modernize the
growing and packaging of cut peonies,
but by the great improvements in
varieties and all-year production of the
other large flowers like gladiolus and
chrysanthemums. Peonies have not
kept up.
The APS had a collection of cultivars

at Cornell for the purpose of correcting
the confusion in names. When this was
broken up in 1912, Jacob Styer bought
about 1500 of the plants. These were
largely early Latin-name cultivars and
19th century French and English
cultivars. The writer recalls Couronne
d'Or, Festiva, Edulis Superba,
American Beauty, Felix Crousse,
Queen Victoria, Officinalis Rubra and
Rosea, Modeste Guerin, and a number
of "Verdiers." "Kelways," "Calots,"
"Crousses," "Lemoines," and
"Desserts." The outstanding clone was
Festiva Maxima, both in quantity and
quality.
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Since 1912, the firm has always had
gardens, or nurseries, in which new
cultivars have been tested for cuttings.
The market prefers bomb-type
Albifloras, and the climate of
southeastern Pennsylvania rapidly
eliminates late-blooming, poor opening,
crooked stemmed, dwarf, and disease-
prone plants. Probably a thousand have
been tested. Kinds which rated high
were divided and replanted with con
tinued testing, and eventually tried out
in the market. The routine for a cultivar
averaged twelve years. When a variety
showed promise it was purchased in
larger lots, but even then the nursery
crop must reach the thousand level
before planting in the cutting fields.

After passing these tests a cultivar is
placed in the list for its color group, and
then begins a battle with the older ones
for survival, which seldom is settled
before another dozen years have passed
by. We vividly remember a block of
2000 Karl Rosenfield about five years
old which suddenly succumbed during a
single summer to a root infection; not
another variety was injured at all.
Another much larger field of Avalan
che, when ten years old, was wiped out
in two years by a Verticillium , but
about 200 untrue plants scattered
through the field were absolutely
unaffected.
The firm has, since 1900, gone

completely through ten different farms,
never replanting in the same ground.

Now, the end result is large scale
production of fourteen cultivars, of
which one will not be replanted and will
soon phase out. Of the thirteen, seven
were introduced in France and England
before 1900; two were introduced in
New England and Minnesota before
1915; three from Kansas, Colorado, and
central New York around 1940; and one
is a seedling of our own. In addition, the
current nursery contains 20,000 plants
of ten more recent American in
troductions, three of our own, and two
mutations of M. Jules Elie. Finally,
there is a small stock of about 200 other
cultivars being tested. We often

rediscover old ones and build up a small
stock on a gamble, for example
Gigantea.

The cut -flower peony industry has not
been served by the American breeders
as it might have been. The cultivars
introduced have usually been show
flowers, large rose-type blooms not
generally selected for substance and
productiveness. No one seems to have
recovered the genetic content of
Festiva Maxima, for instance. The cut-
flower growers have not found time in
the blooming season to visit seedling
fields and guide selection in the
direction favorable to their needs.

The hybrids need expert study along
scientific lines to find if any cutting
cultivars may be in sight when these
groups develop double flowers. The two
main directions of such work probably
will be root system selection (roots tend
to overcrowd) and developing straight
stems of good length. Most of the
hybrids are likely to lengthen the crop
season, which should be good.

J. Franklin Styer

NECROLOGY
CLARENCE BAKKEN

The following information was sent
us recently by Mrs. R. Hilland, Jessie,
N.D.
Clarence Bakken, Binford, N.D.,

passed away July 10, 1971 at the age of
63. He had been employed by the
Northern Pacific Railroad, having
retired in 1969 due to ill health.
He enjoyed gardening, and his

special hobby was growing peonies. He
had many varieties in his plot of well
over 100 plants. He was also in the
process of growing some new varieties
from seed gathered from his own
plants. He entered some of his choice
blooms in the American Peony Society
Show at Grand Forks in 19 and won
several awards.
Family and friends all sorely miss

this quiet, unassuming man who found
so much satisfaction in making a
beauty spot of his little corner of town.
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NEWS FROM DOWN UNDER PILFERED FROM 'PAEON IA'

February 10, 1972

"Wayside"
602 Nepean Highway
Frankston, Victoria
Australia

" Our climate here where I live is
quite different from yours. We have
just had a spell of hot weather-
temperature in the 90 degree range. We
do not have snow, but get occasional
frost in the winter time. The Fall
peonies do quite well, flowering from
September to early November.

I have what I think is quite a good
collection of Japanese Moutans, Lutea
Hybrids, including Saunders luteas
from Miss Saunders, and various
species including three fine plants of
Suffruticosa-Rock's variety from seed
kindly sent me by Leo Armatys. These
have not flowered yet, but I am hoping
to see bloom this year.

My plants are all (except seedlings)
imported from the Northern
Hemisphere, and this is a hazardous
business, as when the plants do survive
it takes several years to adjust to the
change of season. The first luteas I
obtained from Miss Saunders six years
ago are just developing properly now. I
think, tho, that the lutea hybrids are
best adapted to the climate here.

I grow a lot of seedlings and feel that I
now have a sufficient range, including
species, to undertake a serious
breeding program. I should have ex
plained that 1 grow tree peonies only.

Hope that the above brief notes will
give you an idea of climate and peony
growth in Australia.

Your sincerely,
W. J. Simpson

PARTICIPATE IN AUCTION

Chris Lanig reports having received
seeds of P. californica from Mr. Emery
which germinated in six weeks! If
you're interested in raising some
chance californica seedlings, write
Chris.
Roy Pehrson sends quite an in

teresting cataloging of members who
hybridize, which follows verbatim.
1. The Scholar
Realizes his greatest satisfaction

from the intellectual side. Studies,
researches older published in
formation, correlates it, arrives at
logical conclusions and writes it up.
Will do some hybridizing with the in
tent, mainly of adding to his knowledge,
not as a seriously dedicated hybridizer.
We need him Mendel started all this!
2. Dirty Fingernails
The "hard core" hybridizer. May

sate his interest back to childhood. Not
entirely pleased with any peony. Knows
that without the largest possible
population, something good will be
missed. Knows also tho he may not
like it that the marketplace is the only
fair judge of his productions. This
manic group is shared by a sub-group
those introverts who work alone, never
asking for help and seldom volun
teering to give it.

3. The Novice
It's hard to understand how he may

have become interested. There may be
various reasons. Whatever these may
be, his motivations are sure to be less
impassioned than are those in Group 2.
He won't usually search out all
available information to build a solid
background for this work. Still, because
of his numbers, he is needed most of all.
He should be helped in every possible
way, and eventually he may become
more successful than some of us "crazy
ones." In the beginning he is likely to
appreciate very definite recom
mendations and instructions. Then, as
his experience increases his own
imagination will play a greater role,
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and who knows, he may become one of
the new "master hybridists of this
century. There's still time enough left.

If any of you are interested in
breeding for small flowered peonies
(and your Editor is one) the March
issue of "Paeonia" is a must. One ar
ticle by Pehrson analyzing the
possibilities in breeding, and Silvia
Saunders' review of her father's work
with the Windflowers should provide a
real working background for any
serious afficionado.

MEMBERSHIP
We haven't had word as to just who is

responsible, but quite apparently some
of you good members are doing your
share in "selling" the advantages of
APS membership. To date, the
following 23 members have been
enrolled just since the last Bulletin
issue.

Eugene S. Burger, 39 E. Patrick,
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Mrs. J. Lee Johnson III, 1200 Broad
Ave., Ft. Worth, Texas 76107

A. B. Curtis, 1149 Redbud Lane,
Springfield, Missouri 65802

Mrs. Gustav E. Landt, 1507 Boyer
Blvd., Norristown, Pennsylvania
19401

Mrs. Clark M. Welch, 1036 Homestead
Ave., Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Mrs. Elwood Smoot, 109 W. Cherry St.,
Culpeper, Virginia 22701

Mrs. Leonard Lamb, Jr. 820 Lake Ave.,
Grand Haven, Michigan 49417

Mr. Herman W. Roberts, Box 55, Lan
caster, Missouri 63548

Mrs. John Krantz, 903 4th Ave , N.E.,
Brainard, Minnesota 56401

C. M. Osterland, 5219 Stickney Ave.,
Cleveland, Ohio 44144

Alfredo Kawage Ramia, Cuernavaca
No. 43, Col. Condesa, Mexico, D.F.
11

Roger R. Nelson, 313 Lincoln St.,
Wayne, Nebraska 68787

Harold Calverley, White Flower Farm,
Litchfield, Connecticut 06759

Mrs. Andrew L. Digate, 5549 N.
Diversey Blvd., Whitefish Bay,
Wisconsin 53217

Hubert Hinterwirth, A 4560 Kirchdorf, -

Krems Cementwork, Austria
Mrs. Henry B. King, 3541 Stadium

Drive, Ft. Worth, Texas 76109

Franklin G. Black, 131 River Road,
Montville, New Jersey 07045

Frederick E. Woodbury, Westerly
Hospital, Westerly, Rhode Island
02891

Charles M. Jones, 2821 Newman Road,
West Lafayette, Indiana 47905

Mr. Ernest Dyvig, R. R. 2, Ames, Iowa
50010

Howard W. Hohlen, Peony Gardens,
Trumbull, Nebraska 68980

Mrs. James E. Goddard, 909 Benton
Blvd., Dodge City, Kansas 67801

Mrs. Jeff Rhoades, Rose Knoll Gar
dens, Route 2, Box 87, Assumption,
Illinois 62510

Please welcome them to the fold, and if
any of them live near you, please drop
in on them and let them feel they are at

home in a mutually enthusiastic group
of Peony lovers. What a joy it would be
to bring our membership back up over
the 500 mark before the end of the year.
As Gus Sindt says, if you'll just sign up
YOUR new member, this would be no
problem at all!

MEET FRIENDS AND VIP'S

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

We were a bit surprised that no one
took advantage of our low advertising
rates for this last issue. This service
should be an ideal place to dispose of
your surpluses, locate scarce varieties,
or even let us know what you grow and
sell besides peonies. See March Bulletin
for rates and copy deadlines.
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MIDWEST DISTRICT
NEWSLETTER

From No. 1

Herbert White has embarked on an
ambitious program of selfing several of
his named varieties, tho he has had
difficulty with seed setting on many of
them, even by decapitation as
recommended in earlier Bulletins,
setting seed on only six of thirty
varieties. He did get seed from Moon of
Nippon X Laura Magnuson, and a
meager number using pollen from
Sunbeam, Otto Froebel, Claire de Lune,
Moonrise, Diantha, mloko and others.

Father Syrovy makes an interesting
observation based on a visit to Orville
Fay's garden. He said that Orville
plants his valuable seedlings alongside
the mother plant. This, says Father
Joe, helps to keep track of parentage
and seems to develop more vigorous
plants, for as he says "After all, isn't
this nature's way? The seeds fall off the
mother plant and land at its base and
usually grow there close to mother."

He says further, "We need to interest
the young people in The Society. I have
also done this by taking my youngest
altar boy Randy and giving him some
hybrid peonies last fall, and will also
start him out with tree peonies this
coming year. I am going to teach bim
all I know about hybridizing. If he
continues to remain interested he will
inherit all 'my stuff as I am afraid that
otherwise should I pass away someone
might let their sheep in to graze away
all my tree peonies."

(A junior membership at a mere $3.50
might be the best investment you could
ever make, not only for the good of the
Society but in channeling a youngster's
activities in a positive direction at a
time when so many other paths lead
only to delinquency.)

Willis Smith comments on Heb
White's selfing project in this vein;
"the various inheritances of peonies
could be separated into individual

plants (species ?) if the selfing is done
thru enough generations. I suspect that
some spectacular results would be
obtained if the fourth or fifth
generations of selfed plants were used
to cross again for hybrid vigor as is
done in producing hybrid seed corn.

The generation time space for corn is
one year, while for peonies it is four or
five, so a long time would elapse before
getting results. I have done some work
on selfing peonies but never carried it
beyond the second or third generation.
(Again, what an excellent opportunity
to pass on to the younger generation not
only your experience, but the actual
results of your research so that
precious time could be saved, and much
duplication of effort avoided.)

Don Hollingsworth's studious
hybridizing assays go on apace. He
reports getting seed from Cardinal's
Robe X Good Cheer, Sophie X
Moonrise, Rose Noble X Roselette's
Child F2, Legion of Honor X Moonrise.
and a dark single X Belinda. Only ten
seeds, but six had germinated as of
mid-February. These were all
pollinated on young plants, and Don
surmises that on established plants
having ten or so blooms, a crop of 50 to
60 seeds could easily be obtained.
On reblooming Peonies, he reports a

delavayi-lutea seedling as having
bloomed three times in 1971; once in
May, then again in August and a final
bloom in October. Another bloom set in
June, but was burned by intense sun
and 100 degree temperature. He says
"This plant has nothing but its vigor
and re-bloom to recommend it, but
surely something can be made of this
by using with it those better hybrids
that also seem to have the same
ability."

MIDWEST ROBIN NO. 2

From Muryle Kostiuk, Oklahoma City.

"I was pleased with some of my
lovely tree peonies in bloom. HANA
DAIJ1U bloomed March 30, and
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BLACK SEA on March 31. April 1 Rosea
plena, SUNLIGHT, NOSEGAY,
LADDIE, anomala, Roselette's Child
F2 and T. P. AZUMA KAGAMI
bloomed. Now (April 23) they have all
bloomed but Age of Gold and a couple
more." Howard Hohlen says he wants
to start hybridizing soon, but needs to
get his 10 acres of "inherited" stock a
little better organized before starting.

Ed Michau suffered the loss of his
mother last September. We local
Midwest Society members recall her as
most gracious and helpful to us in
setting up our 1969 Show. Sincere
condolences are extended to Ed.

He comments on fragrance in tree
peonies. Says only one out of about
seven Japanese types are fragrant, but
at least two of the French hybrids,
SANG LORAIN and SATIN ROUGE
are listed as being quite fragrant.

Further, "I have 8 seedlings up from
the seeds from Scotland (Ludlowi?)
that I bought at the National. The
Browni plant that I thought was dead is
up. I got a few Windflower seeds from
the Minnesota Arboretum last fall and a

couple of days ago noticed that one is
coming up. The lobata crosses on
lactiflora are so easy that I am only
going to use it on 'hard cases' to keep
from getting drowned in seeds. Gus

Sindt says that in planting tree peonies
in his area, they must be winter
covered. He used to make boxes for
them but found this to be quite a chore,
so he's using some of the new rose cones
this year. After he places them, he fills
with vermiculite.
Elva Hemphill, our Robin 2 Director,

envisions great promise in securing a

successful cross of GREEN IVORY X
CLAIRE DE LUNE. Having yellow
carrying genes on each side via
witmanniana and mlokowitschii the
resulting yellow could well be in
tensified.

69TH ANNUAL MEETING

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

KINGW00D CENTER

MANSFIELD,

OHIO

JUNE 16-18, 1972

COME AND HAVE FUN

SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY

POST - FINAL - SEASON
SAUNDERS HYBRID PEONIES still a few plants, mostly herba

ceous "garden" hybrids, plus F-2 s and F-3 s for your Hybridizing

Projects. Catalog and price lists available upon request

SILVIA SAUNDERS, CLINTON, NEW YORK 13323
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PUBLICATIONS
Handbook of Hie Peony A 36-page booklet containing concise articles on why

and when to plant, the care, culture and propagation of peonies of all
kinds, including 8 pages on Tree Peonies. Three line drawings, and 8
black-and-white photographs are included, as well as lists of varieties and
sources. Price: $1.00 each. 25 to 49 copies, $.75 each. 50 or more copies,
$.50 each. Revised and reprinted December 1969.

Back Bulletins. Current Issues, $1.00 each, to members. $2.00 to non-members.

Peonies Outdoors and In by Arno and Irene Nehrling, (1960). Hearthside Press,
381 Park Avenue, South, New York, New York 10016, 288 pages, including
11 color plates and 118 black-and-white sketches and photographs. A com
plete guide to selecting, growing and using herbaceous and tree peonies. A
50-page section on Peonies Indoors including Arrangements, and How to
Stage a Show. About 40 pages are devoted to the Tree Peony. Price: To
Society members, $4.95. To non-Members $5.95.

The Peonies, edited by John C. Wister (1962). Published by the American
Horticultural Society, 901 N. Washington St., Alexandria, Va. 22314. 220
pages, packed with up-to-date information on Herbaceous, Tree and
Hybrid Peonies. Many techniques of growing, propagation and breeding. A
must for every Hybridizer. Profusely illustrated. Price to Members,
Clothbound $3.50, Paperbound $2.50.
Send check or money order for the above literature to American Peony

Society, 250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, Minnesota 55343.

COLOR SLIDE COLLECTION
Color Slide Collection: The American Peony Society maintains several groups

of excellent sets of peony slides for rental. Each set contains 80 slides. A
list of names accompanies each set. Ideal for program and Garden Club
meetings, these slides are a fine way to study the standard and newer
varieties.

At present there are two sets available:
Each set contains examples of tree, hybrid and lactiflora types. No. 1
containing chiefly tree and hybrid, No. 2 about equally divided among
types.

(1) Slides are for 35 mm. projector. Renter supplies projector.

(2) Rental fee, $7.50. Checks made payable to American Peony Society.

(3) Slides must be ordered at least 4 weeks in advance of date to be
shown.

(4) Slides are to be returned promptly. Return postage, including insur
ance, must be paid by the renter, and be insured for $50.00.

(5) A charge of Two dollars ($2.00) is made for every slide missing when
set is returned. Count slides when received and again before sealing
for return.

(6) Send request and check to: Richard Edblom, 6917 45th Ave. N., Min
neapolis, Minn. 55428.
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PEONIES IRISES HEMEROCALLIS
Send 50c for our 87th Anniversary Catalog

(1972) deductible from first order.

VISITORS W ELCOME!
PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 15-20th OF MAY-
GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.

Dept. APS-672
Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)
Enjoy this wonderful flower from spring to autumn frost. Its

Ion* blooming season will greatly expand your garden enjoyment.

Constant Improvements In color, size, form and habfta Insure
rapid growth of Interest In this fine perennial.

Three quarterly Journals and a large Yearbook are filled with*
Informative data on varieties, culture, performance and progress.
Many Bound Robins open to participation.

ONLY $5.00 PER YEAR

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
MRS. LEWIS B. WHEELER, Secretary

Dept. P. Box 408 Crown Point, Indiana 46307

Qood PeouieA J.adt a lifetime
Why Ad Plcud the lied
LIENAU PEONY GARDENS

9135 Beech Daly Rd. Detroit, Mich. 48239

Catalog on Request

TOP O' THE RIDGE
Home of

KAY SEE DELUXE GARDEN MARKERS
KAY SEE PEONY SUPPORTS
KAY SEE GARD N WIKITS

200 varieties of peonies, Hybrid and lactiflora, featuring our own
introductions:

CHINOOK HARPER'S FAIRY BERTHA'S CHOICE
OSAKA FLAME HONSHU DAWN

Free Catalog Box 10645 Kansas City, Mo. 64118



TREE PEONIES
America's Tree Peony Headquarters and

The home of the NEW RACES of Peonies
Also herbaceous, herbaceous hybrids and species

Send for our NEW 1971-72 catalog with features for all peony
enthusiasts

s Tips for the Home Gardener
#Aid to the Hybridizer
# 100 new photographs

LOUIS SMIRNOW
85 Linden Lane, Glen Head P. O. Brookville, L. I., N. Y. 11545
"You are more likely to find it here, than anywhere else

in the world."

SPECIAL SALE
To make room for our own new varieties, we must move out all
our three year old stock of the followingo varieties: RED CHARM,
CLAIRE DE LUNE and PRAIRIE MOON. Tell me your wants and
I will quote price. Ben Gilbertson, Kindred, N. Dak. 58051

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

BKINGS YOU . . .
Basle Information on daffodil culture,

classification, recommended varieties, show procedures
and places to buy bulbs.
The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the Society,

Just full of Information you should have.
The privilege of attending local, regional and national

meetings.
m And new friends all over the USA, all enthusiastic
about Daffodils.

Annual Membership $S.OO
Don't delay. Send yonr check today to:

MR. GEORGE S. LEE JR., Executive Director
89 Chichester Rd. New Canaan, Conn.

Enjoy Roses?
AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY
Membership Gives You . . .

American Rose Magazine Help with your Rose Problems
250 pg. American Rose Annual A Guide for Buying Roses

. . . there's more!

Write

American Rose Society
4048 Roselea Place Columbus, Ohio 43214



Introducing!

KLEHM'S ESTATE PEONIES
A distinctive new series of patented peonies.

ESTATE PEONY Variety DINNERPLATE
Plant Patent 2952 Double Midseason World's Fair Pink

Large Dinnerplate flowers heaped with beauty

ESTATE PEONY Variety HOOSIERLAND
Plant Patent 2954 (PPAF) Glossy deep red foliage and

friendly peony red blossoms. A short and
strong Klehm Estate Peony

ESTATE PEONY Variety BOWL OF CREAM
Plant Patent 2451 Full double rose type, long-lasting flowers

glistening cream white outstanding green foliage
adaptable for landscape planting

ESTATE PEONY Variety RASPBERRY SUNDAE
Plant Patent 2951 Double Mid-Season "Heaps of vanilla ice cream"

Cream with raspberry topping dripping over the petals!

ESTATE PEONY Variety TOP BRASS
Plant Patent 2955 Double Mid-Season "New in '68"
Words cannot describe the ever changing panorama
of appleblossom pink, canary yellow and ivory!

Send for FREE COLOR CATALOG

CHARLES KLEHM & SON
KLEHM NURSERY "Since 1852"

2 E. Algonquin Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

312-437-2880 Charter Member of American Peony Society (1904)


