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The Articles of Incorporation state: Section (2) That the particular objects for which the cor
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manner

MEMBERSHIP
The By-Laws state: All reputable persons, professional or amateur, who are interested in the

Peony, its propagation, culture, sale and development are eligible for membership. Dues are as
follows:

Sustaining. Annual
Junior of member family .
Junior non-member family
Life

$ 20.00
2.50
3.50

150.00

Single Annual s 7.50
Single Triennial 20.00
Family Annual 10.00
Family Triennial 27.50
Family membership, any tworelatedmembers in same household.OneBulletin.
Junior membership, any agethru completionof High School.Separate Bulletin.
Commercial Memberships are established for thosemembers engaged in the sale of peonies,

either plants or cut flowers. Dues are basedon the extent of involvement, but do not apply to mem
bers selling locally andcasually. A newscheduleof rates will beannouncedshortly.

Duesare payable for thecalendar year. Applications for membership should send remittance to
Ihe AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY at theaddressof theSecretary, above.

THE BULLETIN
The AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BULLETIN is the official Society publication. It is mailed

postpaidquarterly to all members in goodstanding. Additional copiesor back issuesat $1.00each to
members, $2.00to non-members, as available. Communications regarding editorial content or
Bulletin advertising shouldbeaddressedto theEditor. 100N.E. 81stSt., Kansas City, Mo. 64118.
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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Peony Friends,

At this time of the year I always wonder how the winter will affect the
coming season's peony performance. With the erratic weather prevailing over
the entire country I suppose we are in for some surprises, pleasant or
otherwise.

The deep south is finally getting the cold weather and winter moisture
necessary to raise good peonies. I imagine, however, they prefer to have
smaller and poorer peonies and better weather.

I have noticed some bad heaving problems in some of my friends'
gardens in Illinois, even on established plants. It probably would not hurt,
even now, to throw a little soil or some type of organic material over the
exposed eyes.

I am very excited with the plans for our Annual Meeting and Show
scheduled for Mitchell Park Conservatory June 16-17. We are doing all we
can to encourage people to come, and we do expect at least 5000 visitors per
day.

The Milwaukee Journal is sponsoring the show and their talents,
publicity and expertise are certainly proving worthwhile. The show is being
set up for you members. Please, therefore, participate wherever you can. We
will have novice exhibition divisions along with our complete open class
divisions and interesting arrangement competition. We also will have an
interesting hybridizing seminar, a root auction of new and rare varieties, and
a hospitality table and information center set up for all visitors and members
to discuss peonies and gardening in general. Our banquet is going to have an
excellent speaker enthusiastic and wise in the art of living. He has over 30
years experience in the floral industry.

I personally invite all members to come and thoroughly enjoy themselves
for we plan a most interesting and worthwhile meeting.

Sincerely yours,
Roy Klehm
President
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THE 70TH ANNUAL MEETING
AND 68TH NATIONAL EXHIBITION

of the

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
Milwaukee, Wisconsin June 15, 16, 17 - 1973

All events except the Annual Banquet will be held at

MITCHELL HORTICULTURAL CONSERVATORY

Meeting Headquarters and Annual Banquet at

THE DOWNTOWNER, Sixth and West Wisconsin

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, June 15:

2:00-10:00 P.M. Prepare Show Entries
8:00 P.M. Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday, June 16:
7:00-10:00 A.M. Set up and enter exhibits
8:00 A.M. Registration for Meeting
10:00 P.M. Show open to public

(Photographers may enter one hour earlier)
1:30-3:30 P.M. Hybridizers Seminar

Chris Laning, Moderator
4:00 P.M. Root Auction
7:30 P.M. Annual Banquet

Speaker, Erwin J. Hamme, "The Art of Living"
Members and visitors welcome
"Pay" bar open at 7:00 P.M.

9:00 P.M. Society Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 17: Show

10:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M. Show open to public
(Photographers may enter one hour earlier)

9:00 A.M. Board of Directors Meeting
Members may visit the other Conservatory facilities during the day. A

tour through Whitnall Park Arboretum may be arranged for 2 P.M.
Admission to the Conservatory is free to holders of APS membership

cards. There is a 35c charge for all other visitors.

Registration fee for the entire meeting, including the Annual Banquet, is
$6.00 per person. We urge you to send in your reservations as early as
possible so that meal and other preparations can be completed in advance.

Send your reservations to:
Joseph R. Glocka, Mgr. Displays-Exhibits
The Journal Company
Journal Square
Milwaukee, Wis. 53201
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Hotel reservations should be made at Meeting Headquarters:
The Downtowner, 6th and West Wisconsin Ave.
Rates: Single Double Twin

$14.00 $19.00
Other recommended hostelries are:

Ambassador Hotel, 2308 W. Wisconsin Ave.
$ 8.50 $n.00 $13.50

Ramada Inn, 633 W. Michigan $17.00 $20.00 $22.00
Holiday Inn, 2611 W. Michigan $16.50 $20.50 $21.50

All rates plus 7 percent tax

It is suggested that room reservations be made as early as possible. If
planning to stay at the Downtowner, please make it known that you are at
tending the Peony Society Meeting.

Other planned events or services scheduled to date include:
Registration and Information table manned by members of District Five

of the American Peony Society
Judging by accredited judges from selected Milwaukee Garden Clubs,

coordinated by Gerry Van Ryzin, Garden Editor of the Milwaukee Journal
A Peony Art Contest, sponsored by the Milwaukee Journal details to

be announced later.

A full agenda, including the complete Show schedule and Regulations
will be mailed you in mid-April. Let's all plan our early summer affairs
around this 70th meeting, and make it the biggest thing in Peonydom since
the Society's founding.

AUCTION ROOTS NEEDED
The 1973 Peony root auction promises to be one of the feature

events of the June Meeting in Milwaukee. With the great promotional impact
of the Milwaukee Journal sponsorship, we will have perhaps the largest
public attendance ever.

Many of these people will be relatively new to Peonies, and not par
ticularly inclined to spend large amounts for new plant purchases. Therefore,
a good offering of plants in the medium price range ($2-$5) would be ap
preciated. Of course, we also expect a good attendance from our own
members, so a nice selection of better and newer sorts would be most
welcome. New hybrids and tree peonies have brought good prices the past
two years, so don't hesitate to send some of your best if you can spare them.

Please send your list of offerings direct to the Editor, 100 NE 81st St.,
Kansas City, Mo. 641 18 and try to get them to me by April 1. All offerings
received by that date will be listed in the final Show and meeting schedule to
be mailed to members on April 15. Your contributions will be greatly ap
preciated. Other than member dues, the receipts from the auction are our
major source of income.



1 7 Shows Set at Domes
A series of eight conservatory shows and nine garden club shows are

scheduled this year at the domes of the Mitchell Park Horticultural Con
servatory, 524 S. Layton Blvd.

Dates for the major conservatory events: Azalea Show, Jan. 27 through
March 18; Easter Show, March 31 through April 29; Spring Show, May 5
through June 17; Summer Show, June 30 through Oct. 14; Chrysanthemum
Show, Oct. 27 through Dec. 2, and Christmas Show, Dec. 15 through Jan. 13,
1974.

The dates for plant society shows in the domes are: Wisconsin Orchid
Society, May 5 and 6 and Nov. 3 and 4; Milwaukee Aquarium Society, May
18, 19 and 20; Wisconsin Iris Society, May 20 and June 9 and 10; Wisconsin
Cactus and Succulent Society, June 2 and 3; American Peony Society, June
15, 16 and 17; Milwaukee Bonsai Society, Aug. 4 and 5; Dahlia Society of
Wisconsin, Sept. 8 and 9.

The three domes temperate, tropical and arid are open daily from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., except Mondays when the hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ad
mission is free until 10:30 a.m. and then 25 cents for adults. There is no
charge for children under 16 accompanied by an adult.

Editor's Column
Full credit must be given to our tireless secretary, Greta Kessenich, for

most of the content of this most informative issue. With considerable urging
she was able to persuade several of the giants of the Peony family to write for
us, and was most helpful in selecting pertinent reprints from former Bulletin
issues.

We do need a continuing source of new material. To that end we ear
nestly solicit your contributions, particularly in the following areas of in
terest: Peonies for the cut flower trade; packaging peonies for retail sales,
varietal comment and particularly performance in the field. In the last
category we'd especially want comparative bloom dates, stem strength,
resistance to fading, bud count (average number of blooms per stem if not
disbudded), comparative ease of opening, and disease resistance. PLEASE
don't hesitate because you don't fancy yourself a writer. We can make
necessary changes in composition, but it is only from reports from many of
you that we can publish a meaningful consensus. KEEP THOSE CARDS
AND LETTERS ROLLING! Incidentally, it would save much time and
trouble if you would send your contributions to me rather than our Secretary,
so address your offerings to Editor, Peony Society Bulletin, 100 NE 81st St.,
Kansas City, Mo. 64118.



Bagging, Storing and Transporting Peony Bloom
What is the purpose of bagging peonies?
No. 1. Peony blooms can be transported and shipped much better by this

method, it gives protection, safe arrival and uses a minimum amount of
space.

No. 2. Bagging keeps the hot sun from bleaching the fine delicate colors
of the bloom.

It is advisable to bag your peony blooms when anticipating competition
at a peony exhibition. You might be competing against the finest and most
qualified peony growers in the world. However, whether you be a novice or
amateur, you will compete with people in your own class.

For the coming National Exhibition in Milwaukee, June 15-16-17, 1973,
do bag your peony blossoms, whether you grow 1-5-10 or 500 plants and
bring them to the show.

"Try it, you will like it."

It is advisable to have a generous supply of brown manila 2 lb. paper
bags on hand; also a few one pound and four pound bags. A stapler is

necessary. Any type will do, but a florist stapler is most advisable, enabling
you to work more efficiently and it will last for many years.

Your peonies should have been previously disbudded and now is the
time to observe and select a large sized bud, just before it is showing color or

a small amount of it. Also select the thickest stem, most always it will be the
tallest stalk on the plant.

The two pound bag will be the most popular used for the bagging of
peonies. Some of the smaller singles and Jap varieties can be bagged with one
pound bags. It is advisable not to use a larger bag than necessary.

A four pound bag is used on large varieties or should the bloom be too
far advanced, which occasionally happens, cut the bloom with an eighteen
inch stem, remove all foliage. Open a four pound bag, insert a slit in the
center, then place stem through the inside of the bag, pulling it down until
the bloom will go no further. Fold top of the bag and staple. This all may
sound complicated, but try it and you will find it quite simple.

Write the name of the variety on the top of the bag with a grease pencil.
Open the bag and slip it over the tall strong stem, having the selected large
bud. Pull it down within two inches of the top.

Crimp the sides of the bag and staple it close to the stem, on both sides,
near the bottom, of the bag, approximately 2'/2 inches up from the bottom.
The object is to have enough room for the bloom to open normally inside the
bag.

Cut a small hole or slit in one corner of the bag for proper ventilation,
otherwise the hot sun will generate too much heat for the bud. It is advisable
to attach a tree label on the stem with name of the variety.

Occasionally, the bag must be felt and when the bloom has developed
enough that it is soft to the feel, it is then ready to be cut. Singles and Japs
can be cut, when they feel fairly soft but still in bud form.



Bomb type varieties can be cut when they feel half open. The harder to
open rose and semi-rose forms and late opening types must be left on the
plant until the bag fills.

Remove foliage because of bulk and dampness in transportation.
There will be times when it will rain during the days of bagging and

getting the bloom ready for exhibition and shipping. After a normal rain, the
bags will dry out, without damage to your bloom. A heavy downpour means
carefully tearing off the wet bag and replacing with a new dry one.

The above is where you separate the men from the boys. It takes ex
perience.

Storage

There should be no problem for one having a few blooms. Just place
them in the refrigerator. Move a few shelves, if necessary. Store in water at 40
degrees.

They can also be placed in water for a few hours, after cutting, then store
WITHOUT water, by laying them down in the refrigerator. They will keep
for a week or more.

Peonies rate TOPS, when it comes to storage.
Most varieties keep two and three weeks in water.
For the larger grower, fifty or more blooms, we suggest your local florist

or wholesale florist be contacted. They are most co-operative. In shipping,
use large cardboard boses, line with many sheets of newspaper, both sides
and bottom. Fill vacant space on top of bloom with as much crumpled paper
as is necessary.

Paper makes fine insulation. One may ship blooms by United Parcel
Service, U.P.S., or you can take your blooms any distance.

Again we say: "Try it and you will like it."
Clarence O. Lienau
Detroit, Michigan

Hybridizing for the Beginner
ByE. L. Pehrson

Reprinted from Bulletin No. 191, December. 1968
Chapter 1

How to Collect and Store Pollen

1. Watch plants closely. When the bud becomes somewhat "puffed" and
soft to the touch, but before it starts to open, pull off all the petals, or "force"
the blossom open with your fingers. Pull off all the stamens. You will find no
pollen on them, for it will not yet have been released.

2. Prepare a square of household aluminum foil by rubbing it out very
smooth on a glass table top or something similar. Place the freshly-plucked
stamens on it. Set aside to dry for one week or more, where they will not be
disturbed. Or do the following:
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Place the foil square with the stamens on it about 10 to 12 inches below a
light bulb of 60 to 100 Watts. Leave it there for 10 hours or longer. The
stamens will open to release the pollen rather quickly, but leave them there
until they become dry and quite hard, like very crisp bacon. This may require
even 20 hours.

3. Crease one side of the foil slightly and pour the dried stamens and the
released pollen into one of those small screw-top cans in which Eastman 35
mm. film is sold. Quite a bit of pollen may still cling to the foil, but you have
smoothed this out very well, so you can now scrape the pollen off and into the
can with a razor or very sharp knife.

4. Screw the top on tightly. It has a rubber-like sealing ring inside the
cap. Label the can appropriately. The contents will now keep as long as may
be needed, if stored away from sun or heat. Some hybrids produce pollen "very
sparsely, so if it appears that the dried mixture has very little loose pollen,
place a few grains of rice in the can also. If the can is shaken vigorously
before each pollination, quite a bit of pollen can be jarred loose and become
available.

Chapter 2
How to Pollinate a Peony Blossom

REMARKS: Obtain a copy of "The Peonies." This may be ordered
from the Peony Society office. Price to Society Members: $3.50 for the
hardback edition, $2.50 for the paperback. This book will return to you many
times its cost in interest, delight and information. Read everything in it
pertaining to peony species, existing hybrids, and hybridizing. Refer to it
often. If you are completely unfamiliar with how plants propagate from seed,
a brief observation of another hybridizer at work would quickly equip you
with suitable technique. If this is not convenient, be assured the procedure is
extremely simple and plunge right in on your own, as here outlined.

It is unlikely that you will have enough fertile hybrids to make as many
seeds as you may wish, from hybrid x hybrid crosses. Use hybrid pollens on
those lactifloras which have normal-appearing carpels. "Jap" and
"anemone" types are best, but some "bomb" type doubles are suitable.
Singles and semi-doubles are a particular nuisance as sources of con
taminating lactiflora pollen, insect-borne. If you can eliminate them from
your planting without regret you may choose to do so, but it is possible to
tolerate them. It is time-consuming to use them as seed parents, and they are
less likely to give good seedlings.

Go to your garden equipped with the following:
A. Those cans of pollen previously prepared.
B. Paper string tags.
C. Soft lead pencil.
D. Small paper bags.
E. Office stapler.
2. Select for pollination, unopened blooms at the same stage of

development as those from which you collected your pollens. Force bloom
open, or pluck off the petals. If the bloom is a single or semi-double, pluck
out all the stamens and discard them.
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3. Choose the can of pollen you want to use. Shake it up. Tap the
cover sharply to dislodge excess pollen adhering inside it. Remove the cover,
and using tip of the little finger make a very short "swipe" on the pollen-
coated inside surface of the cap. Touch the pollen coating on your finger to
the outer or upper edges of the stigmas. Repeat on other blooms until the
whole "swipe" is used up. Be economical if your pollen is scant in quantity.
Clean the finger-tip occasionally as it becomes coated with a hardening
mixture of pollen and "stickum" from the stigmas. (Especially be sure to
clean finger-tip before moving to work with a different pollen.) Don't become
enamored of ritual and use a brush instead of finger-tip. It's wasteful of
pollen and less effective.

4. Using a paper string tag, label the cross (See "The Peonies"). If a
whole clump is pollinated with a single pollen, a single tag would suffice for
all, but use two, as a single tag might be lost.

5. Slip a paper bag over each pollinated bloom and staple it in place.
Leave it there for a week or so, then remove. This bagging procedure is not
needed when some of the most effective pollens are used, but it's well to use it
on all crosses at first.

6. Seeds should be ripe in 12 weeks or less. Harvest and keep separate.
7. A comment: Such a superb seedsetter as Battle Flag, when pollinated

with some forms of lobata, will easily produce thirty good seeds per flower
pollinated. Some other pollens may yield as few as one seed for each two or
three blooms used. Adjust your efforts accordingly, remembering both that
rewards are usually commensurate with effort, and that excess seeds can be
saved over to another year before planting, or thrown away!

Chapter 3.
How to Grow Peony Seeds

[3 Methods]
1. Store the freshly harvested seeds until any which may have been still

somewhat creamy in color when harvested have turned brown, or black. Two
weeks should be enough. Plant outdoors about 2" deep, covering with a very
friable, non-crusting soil. This planting can also be done at any time before
the soil freezes. Plant about twenty seeds per 12" of row, if the young plants
are to be transplanted at the end of their first year's growth, or about one
inch apart if they will be permitted to grow for two seasons. But mark your
planting carefully! Seeds planted the fall of 1973 will not emerge above
ground until the spring of 1975.

2. This method should be greatly preferred to the one above by most
gardeners. It is recommended for all beginners. Simply store the seeds until
the following summer and plant them then. Any time before July 1 seems
perfectly satisfactory. They will commence growth exactly at the same time as
if they had been planted the previous fall.

3. The "Early Germination Method" one version of it:
This method results in seedlings blooming one year sooner than if either

of the other two methods are employed. Beginners ought not attempt it
unless perhaps on a trial basis, with excess or "worthless" seeds which they
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don't cherish particularly. Read about this in "The Peonies" for a more
complete appreciation of how it works.

A. Harvest the seeds a bit earlier than you might otherwise do. As
harvest time approaches, slightly open the top seam of a few pods and
"peek" at the seeds. This does no harm. When all the seeds in a pod have
changed at least partly from a cream-yellow color to brown, harvest them.
Store them only until all the seeds of a cross have turned all-brown. Some
hybrid plants will have seeds which change from bright red to black or to a
sort of "gun-metal" blue.

B. When coloring is complete place the seeds in "Baggies" with a
handful of damp not wet vermiculite. Close tightly with a "twistem"
and attach identifying tag. Store them away at room temperature.

At the end of five weeks' storage examine them. Some of the seeds will
probably have emerging hypocotyls (roots). Look them over about once a
week thereafter, replenishing lost moisture as necessary. The roots will
probably elongate pretty fast, but should never get longer than 3 to 4 inches.
These early sprouters can be planted outdoors before the onset of cold
weather. Any length of root from about lA inch, to full elongation, should be
o.k. Mulch well this first winter. These seeds will come up the next spring.

Other seeds will continue to produce roots long after it is still possible to
plant them out. Occasional seeds may require as long as 4 months. These
must experience their necessary "cold" period indoors in an artificial en
vironment. To provide this, do as follows:

C. Make up duplicate bags of damp vermiculite, and transfer the
sprouted seeds to these as hypocotyls appear. Place these bags in the
refrigerator, and if possible adjust the temperature to hold them in a range as
close to between 33 and 36 degrees as possible. The first transfer of those
seeds which do not germinate early enough to plant outdoors, but which do
so shortly afterwards should be delayed as long as possible. They can be
kept in the sprouted condition, together with their unsprouted siblings for
perhaps 3 to 4 weeks or so, but they will eventually die off if not moved into
the cold. Watch them. Should the roots start to show slight indications of
browning or should the root tips start to die back, transfer at once. They will
not yet be hurt. Thereafter transfer others of the same groups whenever roots
appear. Short root development at time of transfer is preferable to longer
ones, from this time onward.

Changes in the cold storage condition develop very slowly at first, and
may not be noticeable. Later, an enlargement develops just outside the seed.
As this development progresses a split appears in it. This is because the two
cotyledons have now been partly extruded they never completely emerge.
Hopefully, this last stage will be reached just at the right time for planting
out in the spring. Some of those earliest ones however may develop a tiny first
leaf emerging from between the now partly everted cotyledons. If this occurs,
prompt planting is imperative before the leaf becomes longer than about
one inch. It is highly likely that when some leaf sprouts are found, all the rest
of the seeds will be ready to plant. If the weather is now suitable, do so. Your
own judgment must now prevail. It can be appreciated that this whole
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procedure is a rather tricky one, and that disaster may occur. Several years of
practice may be needed for adequate mastery. It does reduce the time from
pollination to bloom by one whole year, and in addition, some tricky hybrid
seeds may germinate which would not do so with the warm-cold cycle which
nature provides. I wish you success!

Flower Arranging for the Beginner
About the Author: The following is the first in a series of articles on
arranging. The author, Mrs. K. W. Fisher, of South St. Paul, Minnesota, is a
Certified Judge of the Minnesota State Horticultural Society and Master
Judge of the Federated Garden Clubs of America. She is well qualified to
write on the subject by virtue of experience and success in the field. At the
1971 show in Minnesota she has five blue ribbons and the reserve champion
in the Artistic Division.

Assuming you have done little or no flower arranging and want to get
started, we will begin with the basic tools needed to create a satisfactory
arrangement for the home.

You have flowers otherwise you would not be interested. Later articles
will deal with varieties to grow, and suggestions for specific supplementary
materials to grow along with your peonies. Other than flowers, you will need
a few items to start.

Containers are second in interest, preceded by the flowers and plant
material you use. Since containers are so important, much thought should go
into selecting them. For beginners, we emphasize design and plant material,
so the container recommended is a simple one. You will probably get the
most use from a low bowl in a neutral color. The bowl should be at least two
inches deep to hold sufficient water, and probably no less than eight inches in
its smallest dimension if you are going to use small peonies, and considerably
larger if the bombshell type is what you grow. A soft green, a creamy or off-
white (not pure white it is too harsh), gray and pale pink are /useful
choices. Notice we have not said black. Black seems very heavy in most uses,
and requires a bit more practice to carry it off well. Probably the most usef ul
color is a grayed green in a matte finish, not a high glaze. Generally speaking,
high glazes draw attention from the flowers.

We repeat that these recommendations are for beginners. You see all
types of containers used, and you can use them too. However, they present
additional problems, and beginners have enough problems without adding
more.

In addition to the container, you will need some means of supporting the
flowers. A good needlepoint holder is the most versatile, long lasting and
efficient method for beginners. (At the risk of alienating every florist in town,
we do not recommend Oasis. It crumbles too easily if you remove and replace
stems, it sometimes slows the capillary action of some stems, and is limited to
one time use.) Be sure the needlepoint you buy is large enough to support
heavy peony stems, and that the points are long and above all, sharp.
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Other methods of supporting flowers, in addition to the needlepoint and
Oasis already mentioned, are chiekcn wire (not practical in every type of
container, and especially not in a low bowl), a kubari or forked stick (this is
for tall containers and more advanced arrangers), shredded styrofoam (again
not for low bowls) and numerous others some recognized methods and
many emergency measures resourceful arrangers have devised.

To cut the flowers, a very sharp knife or floral scissors is the first tool to
be acquired. A small pruner, small scissors and a wire cutter can be added as
the need arises.

If you have not arranged flowers before, it will be well to mention the
importance of "hardening" plant material before arranging. There is no
mystery to hardening it is really soaking the stems well in water for several
hours before using. This sounds all too simple until arranged flowers.wilt
because they have absorbed all the water in a shallow container and are still
thirsty. It is good insurance to cut the plant material in the morning or
evening (preferably not in mid-day unless it is very cool and cloudy), and at
least four hours before you want to use them. Place the stems in several
inches of water (the importance of water temperature has been overem
phasized water as it comes from the tap is fine), be sure no leaves are
under water, set the flowers in a cool place (at least out of the direct sun) and
do something else for a few hours.

Then get a container of water (in addition to the water in which your
flowers are being held), a receptacle for waste (we use grocery bags next to the
work space), and you are ready to start arranging.

Peonies in All Their Glory
By Chris and Lois Laning

Peonies are in their "Glory" at a peony show. The very best flowers of
the very best varieties of peony plants are on display. Have you noticed, some
of the blooms are larger than your face and redder than your nose! And if the
dark whites and pastel blacks turn up missing, what can you expect? They
are not in existence.

Oh, the beauty of the Gratwick lutea hybrid tree peonies! Surely the
time will come (won't it) when we can afford to buy plants with flowers like
these? The great big yellow doubles and singles look far too good to be real
but they arc real! Maybe you didn't pay too much attention to the black-red
hybrid tree peonies but I surely did. One flower Thunderbolt looks just
like the blooms on my plant back home (in Kalamazoo, Michitan). This
flower is of such an intense dark red as to be almost black. I'm sure that you
wouldn't even be able to see the bloom at all in a completely dark room.

Not many of the newer lobata hybrids are on display, nor did I expect
many of them since they bloom so early in the season. Just looking at what
few there are makes me want plants that will do the same for me in my
garden! 1want to buy Cytherea, Laura Magnusen, and Red Red Rose and

and Ludovica and Lovely Rose, and and and Lullaby.
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Now maybe you agree with me in thinking that all these very special
flowers are tops. But what about the old stand-bys, could the show get along
without them? Well, that's the way I feel about the people that attend the
"Peony Show." What would the show amount to without us you and me ?
Sometimes I get the wild idea that we (you and I) are really the high point of
the whole gala occasion.

I have to go now glad to have met you here in Milwaukee see you
next year in where is it?

Chris
P.S. It was a great thrill to again talk to Roy Pehrson and Silvia Saunders.
They are of the older variety though still rated above the young sprouts, and I
might say mighty important to the "Peony World."
P.S.S. from the better (?) half This dreamer (Chris) could go on and on
all about peonies! But seeing I'm of a more practical nature, I'll daydream
about our trip to Milwaukee sailing over Lake Michigan on a ferry, and
perhaps driving home north through Wisconsin and seeing the upper
peninsula of Michigan. Can't you imagine Chris will want to stop in Vulcan,
Michigan, and see Dr. Reath's peony set-up? (Will you be home, David?)
And part of the fun of a Peony Show is the getting away from routine and
not planning meals and doing dishes. You can tell my interests lie not so
much in the peony itself, but in the side benefits of having a husband in the
American Peony Society.

Lois
What Are You Doing

For the Cause of the Peony?
Reprinted from Bulletin No. 179, December, 1965

Often when the prospective member is approached with regard to
becoming a member of the Society, the question is asked: "What will the
Society do for me?" and a similar question is often asked by those who are
already members, "What is the Society doing for me?" These are very
natural questions, but they may be met by another equally pertinent: "What
are you, a lover of the peony, doing for the cause of our chosen flower?" If
you can answer the last question by showing that you are actually helping the
cause along either with your money or your appreciation and encouragement,
or by all together, then the other questions will in time answer themselves.

Members who do not see immediate personal returns are too apt to look
upon the Society and this applies to other societies as well as ours as a
combination of a few men, forming a little circle for the exploitation of the
flower for their own benefit, at the expense of the other members; or else as a
circle on whom has fallen in some way the duty of providing others with
everything that can be learned about the special flower for which the society
stands.

It is true that a few have been chosen to do this sort of work in the Peony
Society, and they are doing it conscientiously and well, although
unremunerated. But it is a tremendous task, and their efforts would have
been futile but for the cooperation of the faithful; and future success depends



largely on whether you will join the ranks of the faithful and help to hold up
the hands of those who are striving to bring forth results creditable to
themselves and to the Society. There is much still left to do, and they need
your help both materially and morally.

To appreciate what has been done by the Society one must look back
ward to the time of its organization and call to mind the condition under
which peony growers were struggling. Then no man could be sure of the
name of any variety. Now the one who is careless, or worse, with his names, is
apt to be severely let alone, while the trade goes to the man who has been
willing to make some sacrifices for plants true to name. Then there were but
few really good varieties in commerce in this country, and the standard of
quality was comparatively low. Now, through the efforts of enthusiasts both
in and out of the Society, the most choice varieties have been introduced, and
the standard of quality has risen to an astonishing degree. This in all
probability would never have been brought about by individual effort alone.
The combined efforts of many lovers of the peony were necessary to secure
such results.

When we stop to compare the condition and appreciation of the peony
even twelve or fifteen years ago with what it is today, we are almost ready to
say that if nothing more were to be accomplished, and the Society were to be
dissolved, its life would not have been in vain. But the Society is not to be
dissolved; its work is far from finished, and it intends to keep right on. But
nomenclature work is by no means all that is to be accomplished by the
Society. Popularization is an equally important matter both from the
commercial standpoint and the aesthetic. The flower must be placed before
the public in all possible places, and in the most attractive manner. More
amateurs must be encouraged to take up its cultivation and to make it a
hobby. To this end the Society must encourage exhibitions of the flower all
over the land, for there is no better way of showing its possibilities than by
placing it on the exhibition table. In ways like these the Society will find
abundant work to do in the years to come, and the greater the number who
are willing to help, the greater will be the benefits both to the public and to
those who are helping.

Although the man with his shoulder to the wheel is doing the hard work,
this work is made much easier and is gladly done if those who are standing by
will only speak words ofencouragement to him, and do their best to help him
out. This is no place for the pessimist, the growler, or the knocker. If you feel
you are not financially able to become, or to continue, as a member, then
speak good words for us and encourage those who are to join and help the
good work along.

by A. H. Fewkes, Newton Highlands, Massachusetts
Editor's Note: The above article, written by the late Mr. Fewkes, first

secretary of the American Peony Society, is a reprint, from Pages 1 and 2 of
"A Bulletin of Peony News," No. 1, together with the proceedings of the
American Peony Society for 1914-1915, published in August 1915. We
thought the article just as timely today for everything Mr. Fewkes advocated
58 years ago is what we have been and are suggesting today.
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The Coming of Spring
There is a day, an hour, a few minutes through the winter, that is given

to dreaming, dreaming about your garden, wondering how the treatment of
the severe winter will effect the perennials.

Rain, ice, snow and sleet, untimely thawing and freezing and in some
areas, water standing because of extreme heavy rain. What will we find at the
beginning of spring!

Soon the Robins will be flying in the north, the Blue Jay taking over the
feeding stations and the scattering of the Chickadees and Nuthatches, when
the squirrels and chipmunks decide they too, want the delicious grain, that
was so carefully selected for our feathered friends. In the distance, comes the
beautiful song of the Oriole, grass begins to turn green, buds on the lilacs
begin to swell, tulips and daffodils begin to poke their pretty green dress
through the warm soil. The smell of spring is in the air. It is then, we rush to
peek at our treasured peonies.

Pink buds begin to show, the mulch is removed and the pleasure is ours,
going through new plantings, looking at the old and checking all, counting
buds on the Tree peonies, hoping to find just one on a new plant.

Then comes the aching back and sore muscles, cleaning up after the
long winter, removing all mulch, hauling it to the compost piles, preparing it
for the time when it would be incorporated back into the soil.

The roto-tiller must be checked, fixing and oiling the spraying equip
ment, taking care of the many chores that are waiting, not forgetting that
perennial must be dug for a gardening friend that had expressed a desire for
a root of that particular plant.

Daily the peonies continue to shoot upward, the beautiful green and red
stalks, with their feathery heads, which begins to turn into foliage, that
remains green on the large plant, until a hard freeze in autumn.

May and June arrive and so does the beauty of the Peony flower. The
singles with the golden yellow fluffy centers and the doubles with large
colorful balls. The Tree peony blossoms, of indescribable colors like the
beauty of the setting sun, when the horizon plays with the spectrum.

Peony plants, so permanent in a garden, grow and become more
beautiful every year, increasing in size and flowers more in abundance. Many
bring to mind an association or incident which caused certain peonies to be
planted. Nothing can be enjoyed more than walking through your garden of
blooming peonies, carefully touching the blossoms, remembering, enjoying
their beauty to the fullest, knowing that certain plant was a gift of a friend,
ever present.

So one dreams on until this all will soon be a realization. Spring is at
hand!

Count your many Blessings, be happy, grow a garden, give a bouquet to
a neighbor and enjoy every day to the fullest.

Greta M. Kessenich,
Secretary-Treasurer
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How to Cut and Prepare Flowers for Shows
By L. W. Lindgren, St. Paul, Minnesota

Reprinted from Bulletin No. 10, December, 1945

The American Peony Society has welcomed to its fold many new
members during the last few years. We are very happy indeed to see our
membership thus expand and no doubt many of these new members will in a
few years become expert showmen.

I am writing this article in hope of encouraging more members to exhibit
at our shows and also to offer a few suggestions which I hope will be helpful
to the person making his first exhibit.

At every peony show the question is always asked, "At what stage of
development should peony buds be cut?" In general, singles, Japs, and semi
doubles should be cut when the buds show color and just as they become soft
to the touch. Doubles that are not too full, should be cut just a little later, or
when a petal or two has started to expand. Full petals should not be cut until
the guard petals have all unfolded.

Experience is the great teacher, and so in cutting, make careful ob
servations and it won't be long before you can put on a beautiful exhibit. It
really does tingle one's spine to see a group of fifteen to twenty or more
beautiful specimens and to know that you are represented in this group.

In cutting exhibition blooms from a small number of plants, or as is
usually the case you wish to save blooms from some new variety, then special
precautions should be taken to prevent the loss of a single bloom. First of all
care should be exercised in disbudding. The side or lateral buds should all be
removed, leaving only the terminal bud to each stem. If the plants are
vigorous, then all the terminal buds should be left, a few cripples may
develop and these should be removed, leaving only the perfect buds. Some
varieties produce poor looking buds, but these sometimes develop into fine
blooms.

Disbudding should be done early, the lateral buds should be the size of
peas. If disbudding is done earlier, the terminal bud may be injured and may
not develop.

It is sometimes advisable to support a bud with a wire of about No. 8
gauge and about four feet long. Push the wire into the ground in such a way
that the bud will be held in a vertical position. Come rain or wind, the bud is
then safe.

In cutting your blooms do not cut your stems too low, but leave at least
two leaves. Stems should be 14 to 16 inches long and all foliage stripped off
except the top leaf.

Blooms handled as I have outlined should be brought to the showroom
from 15 to 18 hours before judging; the stems should be cut and the bags
removed.

In order to produce show flowers one must have good, strong plants, and
to grow good plants the following rules must be observed:

1. Good clean roots planted in good soil.
2. Full sun.
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3. Away from trees and shrubs.
4. Good cultivation.
Peonies should be cultivated at least once a week until they begin to

bloom and in dry weather should be given a thorough soaking about once a
week. When the plants are four years old or older, a little feeding is
beneficial, but it must be remembered to use moderation.

Don't ruin a fine plant by heavy feeding.
I hope these rambling remarks may be of some benefit to the novice

exhibitor. Those who have had many years' experience may use a slightly
different technique in cutting and handling bloom. Whatever the technique,
the fact remains we have so many expert showmen scattered about the
country that regardless of where the National Show is held there are enough
experts locally to provide a good show. The peony is the "sportingest" of all
flowers; pack a box, start the flivver and one of your blooms may be lined up
with the best in the show. Try it, and good luck to you.

Peony Root Diseases, Pests and Rots
By William H. Krekler, Somerville, Ohio

Root Rots

I do not know the correct names of most, if indeed they have any. I shall
use the descriptive names (that my helper, Jim Lewis, and I used many years
ago). I shall describe as best an old man's memory permits. Diseases rob a

plant of vitality, but like humans they will do fairly well, unless the disease is

winning the battle. A good home and nourishment helps greatly. When
possible cut off the infected parts and replant in disease free location. Unless
it is a very fine new variety, play safe and burn if it is badly infected. Except
for Botrytis rot hybrids seem to be the most resistant to diseases. For years we
dipped all roots for nearly a half hour in a tank of Semesan Bel (a potato rot
dip) but I decided perhaps the solution was spreading more diseases than
curing.

Rootbark Rot This may start (especially in heavily manured soil) with
white mold around the cross root streaks. This tenth of an inch thick sheet of
rot spreads and unites thus covering over a large section of roots. This makes
very unattractive divisions for selling unless scraped off it then more or
less disappears. I do not think it is too serious, as it is only on outside shell of
roots, where the root is doing its growing, so is soon replaced.

Black Core Rot This is quite common especially in centers of big old
roots. It apparently starts down into roots from base holes of some old dead
stems. This rot eventually fills the centers of older roots with a thickish black
mush. When dividing such your knife blade will suddenly zip through this
soft center and cut your holding hand badly, unless you always cut away
from you. In younger plants when this rot starts you can insert a slender root
snugly into the stem hole where it will soon will grow tight and fill up the
center rotting part of the larger root. Nearly all big roots have core rot but the
plant seems to bloom O.K.

19



Pale Stink Rot Today this is very rare and does not seem to spread
much to most other nearby varieties. The black hybrid SABLE that has fat
yam-like roots seems to be most susceptible. The entire inside of the tubers
become rotted out by a pale amberish watery smelly pulp (like a frozen
potato). In the end there is only a hollowish dryish shell remaining alive, that
resembles a gourd somewhat. The plant keeps growing, so I wonder just how
important the inside of old roots are (the wood inside older trees is
dead)?

Blue Swamp Rot If a peony is planted in a low swag where the
soil probably will be wet for a considerable time it will die or nearly so. Such
soil must be well drained pronto. At Kingwood Center our Society's peonies
were first planted on a hillside above a road bank where one ordinarily would
be sure of drainage. The subsoil however would not absorb the hill's seepage
so the top soil became much too wet and the peonies had to be moved
elsewhere. Before peonies die in too wet soil their roots become a bluish color
inside and all rot away.

Nematodes (Eelworms) This seems to be the most common root
affliction and I believe the less serious and easiest controlled. Most orders of
peony roots that one receives have a few of these little quarter inch balls
( odules) on the ends of at least some of the smallest roots, so I assume
nematodes are quite common. As with any (unrare) peony that I find badly
diseased with anything I promptly burn it. If there are only a few nodules I
very carefully cut off every one of them and replant in a new (heavy soiled)
field. That usually is the end of the little pests.

Lemoine's Disease (Root knots) These bumps or galls may be caused
by some nematode-like parasites? If these bumps appear on only a small
portion of a peony's root I cut the infected roots well back into unaffected
root and then replant elsewhere (and burn the trimmings). If most roots are
badly infected I give the plant the permanent cure by burning, as such a
plant will never bloom much, if at all.

Ring Bud This newer disease I believe is bad and difficult to
eradicate. It apparently infects certain susceptible varieties mostly. I try to
keep such planted away from others to play it safe. If not a scarce rare variety
of course it is best to burn. Most of the numerous root buds are small un
derdeveloped and pimple like and seem unable to grow larger. A few buds
are more normal in their length but are quite narrow and sharp pointed.
These grow out of the center of a swollen root bump or puffed up ring.
Perhaps a very few buds are fairly normal and make fair stems and flowers. If
plant is to be kept then shave off all of the pimples and ring bumps leaving
only the few normal buds. ^^^^

Root Diseases

Qdrdtn centers

folKs rav/e about

because -they're
blight resiVtant:
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Bill Krekler Selects
Soon after World War II, I acquired around two thousand of the best

peony varieties, plus acres of seedlings. With Mr. George Peyton's help I
tried to get all varieties that every dependable grower recommended, both
here and overseas. After much testing in different locations I gradually
eliminated all but a few hundred varieties. I did this by mowing off the tops
of those I wished to keep, and having "Free-Digger-Days" to let many
hundreds of the local gals dig those with tops. These women quickly proved
that they were not a weak sex. By keeping only the best the bees could not
badly mess up my crosses. Too, in late May something blooms that bees
prefer so thereafter there are no bees in my fields to frighten the gushing
ladies.

An ideal peony is one that is generally more dependable, and not just
beautiful or suitable for a special use. A variety must be widely tested as most
are not always exactly the same. This variance depends on weather, age,
exposure, soil, nutrients, moisture, pests, diseases, elevation, sunshine, and
in which section grown. Dependable old Festiva Maxima is preferable to a
once-in-a-while showoff like LeCygne.

Resistance to disease (now of many kinds) yearly becomes much more
important. A lovely peony flower that is lazy (weak stems) or whose pea-sized
buds often freeze is undesirable. Peonies that extend the blooming season
{(lower for more days, and bloom earlier and later) are now to be sought by
breeders above all else. Substance, fragrance, generosity and those that are
different are also desirables. For cutting let us develop longer stems above the
bush, so there can be a full harvest without robbing the plant of foliage. We
are woefully short of dwarfs, and also those with nice miniature flowers
(Hke Dutch Dwarf) a big red cabbage is not everything.

Hybridizers should not be penalized and be discouraged by an
unreasonably high fee for registering. No new variety pays the cost of the
hundreds that must be plowed under. Registering does not signify a perfect
peony but only that it is too good to be composted.

Following is the list of the better ones that I have ended up with to date
(not counting many yet unnamed seedlings).

Deep Reds
A. Krekler
* Buckeye Belle
*Dad
Early Bird
Firebelle
Illini Warrior
Israel (Unregistered)
*Red Charm
Reward
Lighter Reds
Alexander Woolcott

30 Prefered Hybrids
Bravura Supreme
*Burma Ruby
Dutch Dwarf
Edward Steichen
Fairy Princess
Heritage
*Montezuma
Rose Marie

Near- Whiles
Champagna
Chalice
*Clairc de Lune
Garden Peace
Nosegay
Rose Noble

Laura Magnuson
Ludivoca
Roselette
Victoria Lincoln

Pinks
Ellen Cowley
*Flame
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40 Prefered Lactifolias

Reds
*Autens Red Sport
Cincinnati
Harry L. Smith
Jessie
Karen Gray
Louis Joliet
*Maestro
*Miss Mary
Orlando Roberts
Ray Payton
Tempest
*West Elkton

Pinks
Bev
*Cora Stubbs
*Dawn Pink
Florence Nicholls
Gloriana
Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt
Peggy
Queen of Sheba
Ralph
Schafe
Splendens
*Tom Eckhardt
Wabash
Westerner

Near- Whites
Ann Cousins
* Brides Dream
BuTe
*Do Tell
Eaton
Evelyn Tibbits
Gertrude Gibson
*James Lewis
Joseph Christie-
Le Jour
Martha Reed
*Miss America
Moon glow
Myrtle Gentry

(*) shows the most desirable peonies.

Dear Mrs. Kessenich,
It gives me pleasure to renew my membership in the American Peony

Society. I have taken advantage of the economical tri-annual offer and
submit my check for $20.00.

I also would like to send along some information that is very critical to
the growing of peonies (evidently all types) in this area (Texas).

Simply stated: for two years now my peonies have been devastated by the
fungus Anthracnose. I almost lost them because nowhere in peony literature
(and I have as complete a library on peonies as any amateur) is anthracnose
even mentioned. I am wondering if it is an area phenomenon or if everyone is
just ignorant of it like me (highly unlikely). I kept trying to call it Botrytis
because all "authorities" say this is the only widespread disease of peonies
and yet even I could tell it was not Botrytis. I finally decided that it must be
physiological due to soil, temperature, or other conditions. Finally, as a last
resort (you know don't read the directions until you have to) a sample was
submitted to the area plant pathologist of Texas A & M University. It was
diagnosed as the fungus Anthracnose, genus colletotrichum; species
designation not given.

Listed below are observations on various types of peonies as affected by
the fungus Anthracnose Colletotrichum:

Saunders herbaceous hybrids: CYTHEREA completely devastated
(100 percent defoliated); LOVELY ROSE completely devastated (100
percent defoliated); QUEEN ROSE completely devastated (100 percent
defoliated).
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Daphnis-Gratwick tree peonies: GAUGIN completely devastated (100
percent defoliated).

Saunders Lutea Hybrids: HESPERUS completely devastated (100
percent defoliated); MARCHIONESS completely devastated (100 percent
defoliated); CORSAIR completely devastated (100 percent defoliated);
NARCISSUS very strongly tolerant or resistant (?) no defoliation; did
show some symptoms.

Japanese Tree Peonies: HOWDAI completely devastated (100
percent defoliated); SHUNKOW DEN completely devastated (100 percent
defoliated); TAISHO NO HOKORI completely devastated (100 percent
defoliated); HORAKUMON completely devastated (100 percent
defoliated); RIMPOW completely devastated (100 percent defoliated);
RENKAKU completely devastated (100 percent defoliated).

Japanese herbaceous peonies: WESTERNER Marked tolerance;
however showed more damage than NARCISSUS.

HESPERUS did leaf out again in the fall but none of the others.
One of the various copper sprays is recommended with also the

possibility of Benlate. "To be most effective a fungicide must be applied
when the buds are swelling and bud scales begin to break. The critical period
is only 5 to 9 days. Later sprays are of little value. One application is usually
sufficient; but if cool weather continues, a second application two weeks later
may be advisable."

Sincerely,
Benny J. Simpson

Renner, Texas

Veteran's Reminiscences
Mr. Edward Auten, Jr., one of the real Deans of American hybridizing,

is now 91 years of age and lives with his daughter at 2148 Horace Ave.,
Abington, Pa. 19001. On September 12 he fell and broke his hip and was
hospitalized. However, he is now able to get around with the aid of a four-
legged walker. A few cards of encouragement would surely be appreciated.

Mr. Auten has sent a list of varieties he considers some of the best of his
275 originations, with some interesting comments.

EARLY SCOUT "Very hardy fine red single. A must have for first
bloom. Three to six days ahead of any other hybrid. Parentage P. tenuifolia X
Richard Carvel." (In other notes he has indicated that the cross may have
been P. wittmaniana X albiflora, but this seems unlikely in view of the cut
leaf foliage.)

"A farmer in Princeville, Ind. has a plant that has increased by un
derground stolons to a bed about 30 inches wide and six feet long, and year
after year gets around 90 blooms, one to a stalk. I would like to learn if
anyone else has found that Early Scout has shown similar growth habit."

Other favorite hybrid varieties reported are DANDY DAN, awarded a
Certificate of Merit by the English Horticultural Society, ROBERT W.
AUTEN and QUEEN OF THE DAWN.
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Of Japanese type Lactifloras, for which Mr. Auten is perhaps most
noted, he lists as his choices CHRISTINE, MOON OF NIPPON, GAY
PAREE, DO TELL and NIPPON GOLD.

Single varieties include DANCING NYMPH, KANKAKEE and
WATCHMAN.

His selected doubles are CAROLINA MOON, GARDEN GLORY (no
purple), MAID OF HONOR (though not fragrant), PEGGY, ROSALIE,
TEMPEST, YUKON, SPRING SONG, VINCENNES and PINK MON
ARCH.

With reference to plant care, Mr. Auten says, "I hope I did not fail to
suggest for your list of chemicals 'Captan.' Two years ago here in late fall,
stems were cut off at about one inch above ground. In the spring, before
growth started, we sprayed the stubs and surrounding ground with Captan
and then when new growth was about one inch tall, and no blight all sum
mer."

Pilfered from Paeonia
December 5, 1972

I am sending my check for $2.00 for 1973 dues to "Paeonia." This
newsletter is very interesting and to a beginner like me it is worth more than
the price we pay. 1 think this newsletter is better than a round robin because
there are probably many of the 50 or so members that could not join a round
robin or contribute much to one.

It might be out of order, a suggestion like this one, but why don't you
Directors of the Peony Society award Miss Saunders the Saunders' Memorial
Medal for creating the "Paeonia"? May of us may never produce a new
peony worth naming, but Miss Saunders' idea of forming this group has
created much more interest in improving peonies.

We started trying to hybridize peonies after visiting the workshop in
1969 at Kingwood Center. At that time we had 6 hybrid peonies. Now we
have 220 and about 30 herbaceous species.

Last year some of the plants supposed to set seed did not do much. Some
produced seed and some of them did not produce any. Strange though, some
of the plants that are not supposed to set seed produced a few (more than 1

seed). Sometimes I wonder we have two colonies of bees, about 100 feet
from the hybrid peony patch and it might be that their many trips to ALL the
flowers in the patch may pollinate blooms that usually would not produce
seed.

We leave all the blooms on the plants and check them in Aug. and Sept.
to see if some of "non-seed producers" have seeds in them. I know Pehrson
told me that the off. hybrids would not set seeds, but we keep looking. Ha!
Ha! Might be we should let the bees and Mother Nature do the pollinating!?
We bag all the blooms we work on and cut the flowers for pollen and put
them in the house to open.
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The Sept. "Paeonia" was the first place I had read about freezing
pollen. We have frozen some since 1969 and had a few seeds from it. Results
may be better after we learn which plants produce the best pollen.

Wishing you both a Happy Holiday Season and the best of everything in
1973, I remain, Fred C. Helming

Ravenna, Ohio
"Give me but ten who are stout-hearted men, and I'll soon give you ten

thousand more!" Do you believe it? I do. I have believed it ever since the time
when I first became convinced that without a massive, concerted effort by
many hybridizers the Peony Society would eventually cease to exist. It's had a
close call already. The indomitable, the indispensible Silvia Saunders
suddenly, miraculously has found no less than 90 actual or potential
hybridists. What a family, the Saunders, father and daughter!

Is it unrealistic to hope that among these 90 there might be ten "stout
hearted men." Men with the vision and the determination to re-make the
peony and eventually bring in those ten thousand society members? Well,
five thousand anyway.

Hybridizing peonies requires no special skills whatever. Only some
gardening space, some plants, and the resolution to spend a lot of time in the
garden at blooming time, even if this should involve taking some vacation at
this time.

Probably by now some of you are beginning to tire of my obsession with
the "Ito" cross. I promise to taper off on this sometime and get to something
else. Right now, though, since I also like to use numbers to emphasize an
argument, I'll use it again.

Suppose now that each of us 90 was to pollinate only 100 blooms (three
mature plants) with lutea hybrid pollen next summer. On average, each of us
could hope for one live hybrid plant from this miniscule effort. Ninety new
"Ito" hybrids in one year; 450 in five; this alone would re-make the catalogs.

That's fine. But now let's suppose that as ought surely happen
someone should discover what particular pollen in the mixture I used in 1969
gave me a result ten times this good over 60 hybrids from 582 crosses. The
job would then become immensely easier and much effort could be diverted
to other promising areas. Other crosses should also be made even now in any
event.

The heavy door has been unlatched. Let's push it open together and see
what's out there!

Roy Pehrson

P.S. There is one surest way of obtaining a hybrid of P. californicum. Use the
same method as was used in making Clair de Lune and the "Ito" hybrids.
WORK!

P. Californica: The veteran botanist, G. L. Stebbins, Jr., has written that
P. delavayi is closer to the American peonies than are any other of the Old
World kinds. Logically, the cross of these two might have the best chance of
working. The seeds will have to grow and so far there is no root action on
these, though started late August. Don Hollingsworth
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Memorial Garden Started
The Dr. Martin Smirnow Memorial Collection of Peonies was started in

1972. It was prompted by my desire to have an outstanding collection of all
types of peonies at the Hebrew University Botanical Gardens in Jerusalem,
Israel a truly fine Botanical Garden where my son. Dr. Martin Smirnow,
visited on several occasions. He was impressed with the University itself,
which was attended by many denominations from all over the world. Dr.
Michael Awishai, the Curator, is a most competent horticulturist. His staff
are all able scientists and one of them is engaged in hybridizing peonies with
emphasis on herbaceous doubles and species.

William H. Krekler has sent over all of his introductions and is planning
to send some of his newest several others are planning to send tree peonies
and hybrids to me to send over to Jerusalem next Fall. Six European varieties
have been sent from France, four from England, eleven from Canada.

My plan is to eventually build the collection so that it will be the largest
outside of this country. The Botanical Gardens have thousands of visitors
from all over the world so that people who have seen but few peonies before
will have an opportunity to see all types of peonies in an excellent setting.

Louis Smirnow
85 Linden Lane Brookville, L.I., N.Y. 11545

New Peony Planting,
University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
Along with the completion of the new Education and Research Building

at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Building, elaborate plans are under
way for relandscaping the area near the building.

The original peony planting was located just south of the entrance road
above the Ordway shelter. With the start of construction on the new building
the entrance road was relocated and by-passed the peony collection. In
planning the network of walking trails out from the new building, it became
apparent that the existing peony planting would need to be moved to a new
location. Consequently, all of the peony plants were dug last fall and divided.
Surplus roots were sold but one division of each variety was replanted to serve
as a background for a new perennial border on one side of the trail leading
from the building to the vine area. Another background planting will be
located back of the chrysanthemums on the opposite side of the trail. Ap
proximately 200 varieties will be in the new plantings.

We realize that it takes several years to grow a good blooming size peony
plant and we are sorry to have had to move this planting. We hope that our
friends will be patient with us and look forward to the time that the new
peony planting will be even more beautiful than the old. We will actually
have more varieties than before. We have room at present for approximately
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50 new varieties that we did not have before. We will be glad to include any
new varieties that we can get for this planting.

The newly landscaped area will include, in addition to the peonies and
perennial border, a dwarf conifer planting, an herb garden, and a demon
stration rose planting.

Dr. Leon C. Snyder, Director University of Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum Chaska, Minnesota

Thoughts While Breeding
Dedicated to the memory of Arthur Murawska
who left his "MARK OF BEAUTY."

There in our garden, bright in spring's array;
Our eager, anxious hearts explore each new-born face;
And lovingly examine each bouquet,
To find, perchance, the peerless beauty of its race.

Five years ago; or was it six?. ..or more?
Along this self-same garden path we walked, thrilled
With a day in a spring that is no more...
And prayed the gentle Giftie: "Be our dream fulfilled."
We dreamt a wondrous dream, my love and I:
To mate a maiden dressed in nature's best trousseau,
With healing Paeon's noblest king; and hoped,
And tried, to leave a bit of beauty ere we go...
Gold, is the dust, for which men bled and died;
Yet, lavish nature, spreads its golden dust of life.
Wind-swept, in great profusion, far and wide;
Or scatters it by poaching bees with pollen rife.

On a morn, fragrant with the scent of June,
(The brooding lilacs bade farewell the month before);
We stole the pollen from the chosen groom;
Who graciously, it seems, this pilferage forebore.

Soft-pressed it on the maiden's honeyed lips;
Gently, so gently. ..as gossamer flakes of snow
Alight in hidden glens. A touch. ..a kiss;
And thus, the miracle of miracles unfolds:

The golden grains, now nectar-nourished, swell;
And half-formed, seek the other half to make them whole;
Then sprouting; force the hymen citadel,
Enter; now two-in-one, our actors play their role.

Within each tiny seed, unseen by man.
The surging, seething, endless play of life goes on;
Sheer, silken threads upon a mystic loom
Are wove; and then in awesome mystery are spun.

27



Two polar magnets now draw each to each;
And one is two; and two are four; and four are eight;
Thus multiplied is full completion reached.
The seed ripened, its swaddling clothes unswathes.

As autumn comes, with colors red and brown,
The carpelled seed is taken from its withered home;
With pristine moisture sparkling on its gown,
In fallow soil our duet now is sown.

The years go by.. .the seedling grows. ..We age.
Each spring, new generations are started on their way;
Some live, some die. ..we turn another page;
Yet patiently we cultivate our proteges.

Then finally, there comes that magic day;
Our eager, anxious hearts explore each new-born face;
And lovingly examine each bouquet,
And find, perchance, the peerless beauty of its race.

EPILOGUE
The decades pass; we lie entombed;
Our muted lips dust-sealed;
Our fevered, yearning hearts are stilled;
Yet in some garden grows, our dream fulfilled...

julian lawrence janus
(Chicago, Illinois)

1 enjoy the peony magazine. I have only a few peonies and am not able to
do much in the garden. Our soil is sandy but with bone meal and some added
humus the blooms are always healthy, though not large.

Sincerely,
Jane Gustin
Stevens Point, Wis.

My Family Moved, Also My Peonies and My Kitty
We were moving to the country. Days passed and I would stand at my

window looking at my planting of peonies, dreading the day that was drawing
near, when I would begin to dig and move all of them to their new home.

We lived in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma and were moving to a small town
located on the freeway, 23 miles to the east, called Harrah. This location is so
well liked, that our town has been named three times. In the beginning,
March 13, 1894, it was called Pennington, then June 26, 1896 the name was
changed to Sweeney and in December 1898, the name was again changed to
Harrah, after a prominent merchant and businessman. Business still con
tinues.
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The peonies were to be planted on virgin soil, which had been used for a
cow pasture, growing thick with wild grass. This was to be a family project
and my two teenagers were called on to help with the heavy work.

The preliminary work began Aug. 3. The soil being a mixture of heavy
clay, sand, etc., was as hard as a rock. It was so dry, there had been no rain
since July 4th. Just before the holes were to be dug, the rain came. Good
fortune was ours, it gave the opportunity to have the entire field roto tilled.
This was done over and over, chopping the grass fine and turning it in the
soil, which not only would preserve water but enrich the soil, giving food for
the peonies.

Over the years orders for peony roots from various growers have been
received in late August. They have done exceptionally well and have always
felt that the last of August was the right time for me to plant in Oklahoma.
This would give ample time for the roots to be established before the coming
summer, as hot days come early in this southern climate.

The peony bed was planned and charted, big deep holes were dug and
the entire plant moved, planting the eye level with the ground. The tree
peonies were planted the same depth as in their former bed. A fertilizer of
bone meal, rose food, and blood meal was given each plant. We are fortunate
to have a good water well, so the plants could have all the moisture needed.
This, together with some "Upstart" to control the shock, gave them the
necessary care.

By October there were the most plump, pink buds on the Tree Peonies, I
have ever seen. So my entire bed of ninety herbaceous and twenty-three Tree
Peonies were moved, labeled and in order, according to plan. It was also
necessary to move fifteen Tree Peony seedlings that are just one year old,
besides forty-five one-year-old hybrid seedlings from Roy Pehrson in Min
nesota.

We have had very cold weather this year, snow and ice. The final results
are anxiously awaited with the coming of the blooming season. Tree Peonies,
the last week of April, into May and the herbaceous from May 1 to 20th.

In this climate, we do not grow the same varieties as in the North. It
would be helpful and educational if we, in the South, could test some of the
new seedlings from the North. It would be beneficial to all the Society and a
help in recommending varieties to the amateur that enjoys this beautiful
flower.

In this area we have many rabbits. They too, love the peony, both the
foliage and the flower, but blood meal keeps them at a distance, just sitting,
waiting and wishing.

Muryle Kostiuk
Harrah, Oklahoma

ggj^moSt-gartten centers .

fell, \VesfOiifcgo, III-
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Registrations
Muryle Kostiuk, Harrah, Oklahoma

DRAGONWICK - Single, blood red, flat, no fragrance. First bloomed
1966. Parentage: Thunderbird X Mattie Lee Clayton. Good substance,
good amount of bloom, 2-3 buds per stem. Has stamens, pollen, seeds.
Good strong stems, stands 28-30 inches. Early. Good cut flower, does not
fade. Good foliage. Beautiful yellow center and stamens.

RAG DOLL - Double, pale pink ball with lavender cast. No fragrance. First
bloomed 1966. Parentage: Thunderbird X Mattie Lee Clayton. Good
substance, one bud per stem with sometimes off sets. Has stamens,
pollen, seeds, good strong stems. 28-30 inches in height. Early, beautiful
foliage, red in color. Flowers have many feathers in center. Does not fade
in sun. Attractive and very pretty yellow stamens.

Dear Allen,
I wish to announce the new patent numbers assigned to our latest series

of estate peony introductions:
U.S. Plant Patent 3268 BEST MAN
U.S. Plant Patent 3270 HONEY GOLD
U.S. Plant Patent 3271 GLORY HALLELUJAH
U.S. Plant Patent 3266 ANGEL CHEEKS
U.S. Plant Patent 3265 FAIRY'S PETTICOAT
U.S. Plant Patent 3264 FIRST LADY

Sincerely yours,
Roy Klehm

The following letter was received by your Editor recently. If any of you
are interested in obtaining P. emodi, either plants or seed, this would seem to
be a good source. Their other offerings sound interesting. We are seldom
given a chance to obtain species selections direct from their indigenous
sources.

(SUCCESSORS TO MRS. P. KOHLI)
FLOWER BULBS PLANTS RARE SEEDS CUT FLOWERS FRUITS & NUTS

January 29, 1973
Dear Sirs,

May we request you for your catalogue of Peonies, their seeds and all
that you offer.

Every year we collect seeds, bulbs and plants of wild flowering trees,
shrubs and herbaceous perennials from temperate and alpine regions of
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Kashmir and Western Himalayas, which will prove quite hardy for your
climate.

In case you feel interested in other items than peonies, we shall be
pleased to know the type you will prefer from this end.

Different Irises, Hemerocallis fulva and Peonia emodi grow wild in our
climate here, and we wonder if you feel interested in these on cash payment
or in exchange of your plants and seed that you may be able to spare for us.
Several firms like Niahara Highland Lily Gardens and Charles Klehm & Son
have agreed to exchange their products with those of ours and you may also
like to do so.

Peony emodi is not only an early blooming beautiful white peony but has
several medicinal values. Anemone biflora, Corydalis diphylla, Colchicum
luteum (the only yellow species) and Sternbergia fischeriana are the earliest
harbingers of spring and push out their blooms through snow in February.
These are soon followed by Tulipas (aitchisonii, clusiana var. cashmiriana
and stellata) in March. Tulipa lanata is the largest tulip in the world much
praised by Persian poets. All these and several others we export to even
Holland the home of flower bulbs. Then there are several Irises, Liliums
and hardy Orchids that grow wild in these parts of the world.

Thanking you and looking forward to hearing from you at an early date,
Yours faithfully,

for P. Kohli & Co.
(P.N. Kohli)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
RATE SCHEDULE

Size of Ad 4
1-8 page
1-4 page
1-3 page
1-2 page
Full page

the individual offering or seeking a
limited number of choice or scarce
Peony varieties. Any Peony-related

Single advertising will be accepted, however.
Insertions Insertion Cost 50c per line average 6-7 words
$25.00 $ 7.50 pe!" hne- Name and address charged as
40.00 12.50 one line. Minimun ad four lines ($2.00).
50.00 15.00 Copy and check for ad should be mailed
65.00 20.00 to tne Editor by the tenth of the month
100.00 30.00 preceding issue i.e. June, Sept., Dec,

Mar.
Photographs (Black and White

Glossy) accepted. Cuts charged for at
cost.
Payment for single insertions to be

sent with copy. Annual (4 insertions)
contracts may be paid for with 1-3
accompanying copy, balance on pub
lication of second succeeding issue.
Copy due tenth of month preceding

issue date, i. e.; February, May,
August, November 10th. Proofs will be
furnished only when requested.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Advertising in this column is of

particular value to the small grower or

WANTED: Copy of James Boyd
Peony Manual. Published in
1928, now out of print. Write
Secretary, 250 Interlachen Road,
Hopkins, Minn. 55343.

Fo/ks^yWicYgef-
inore and ttfffer
tomatoes -from
btrtef-Wl plants
-fhan any other
Yan'tfy. Argsrdw
centers dverywh tst .
I,West 0*390,111.40185
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Tree Peony Topics

We have had experience in exploring Japan for rare tree peonies. A few
years ago we travelled through Japan's largest cities visiting the few botanical
gardens and several growers and dealers. Even then we were surprised to find
that rare varieties were difficult to obtain. Only one grower, on the outskirts
of Osaka, had some of the rare varieties such as Daigyohuden, Jimpu,
Shogyow mon, Togawakan, Tanima no Yuki, now completely out of com
merce. He has since given up the growing of tree peonies because of his
inability to get workers.

Since our last visit to Japan, we have engaged the services of hor
ticulturists in Japan including a Professor in a leading university to do- real
exploring. The results have been the same. There are fewer farmers than ever
before growing tree peonies many have given up completely because of
labor problems. The workers leave the farms for employment in the factories
where the wages are so much greater. Japan's prosperity in the last few years
has created a great demand for all kinds of labor.

We are planning a trip to Japan soon in the hope that we can find some
hitherto unknown growers perhaps amateur horticulturists or a few new
nurseries. Frankly, we have been informed by reliable sources that we will be
disappointed.

Tree peonies can be bought from Japan now almost all one year plants,
very few two year olds, by color only. No one will accept any orders by named
varieties. Needless to add, with devaluation of the dollar the prices will be
much higher.

We in this country simply will have to do our own propagating. Grafting
of good varieties should be on the increase.

For the inexperienced gardeners we recommend the moving of tree
peonies in September or October when plants are fully dormant. Early
Spring, as soon as ground is open, is a good time if you must move them in
Spring.

Be careful that growth has not started. When transplanting it is im
portant that the point of union of the understock and the scion is planted a
minimum of two inches below the level of the ground, four inches is more
desirable. Always place a handful of super phosphate in the hole mixed with
the soil.

We further recommend a mixture of peat moss, vermiculate and perlite
which can be bought at most nurseries this is known as the Cornell
mixture. Mix a full spade of this mixture with the soil roots thrive in this
mixture.

Louis Smirnow
Brookville, L.I., New York
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Publications
Handbook of The Peony A 36 page booklet containing concise

articles on why and when to plant, the care, culture and
propagation of peonies of all kinds, including 8 pages on Tree
Peonies. Three line drawings, and 8 black-and-white photographs
are included, as well as lists of varieties and sources. Price: $1.00
each. 25 to 49 copies, $.75 each. 50 or more copies, $.50 each.
Revised and reprinted December 1969.

Back Bulletins. Current Issues, $1.00 each, to members. $2.00 to non-
members.

Peonies Outdoors and In by Arno and Irene Nehrling, (1960). Hear-
thside Press, 381 Park Avenue, South, New York, New York 10016,
228 pages, including 11 color plates and 118 black-and-white
sketches and photographs. A complete guide to selecting, growing
and using herbaceous and tree peonies. A 50-page section on
Peonies Indoors including Arrangements, and How to Stage a
Show. About 40 pages are devoted to the Tree Peony. Price: To
Society members, $4.95. To non-members $5.95.

The Peonies, edited by John C. Wister (1962). Published by the
American Horticultural Society, 901 N. Washington St.,
Alexandria, Va. 22314. 220 pages, packed with up-to-date in
formation on Herbaceous, Tree and Hybrid Peonies. Many
techniques of growing, propagation and breeding. A must for every
Hybridizer. Profusely illustrated. Price to Members, Clothbound
$3.50, Paperbound $2.50.

Send check or money order for the above literature to American Peony
Society, 250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, Minnesota 55343.

COLOR SLIDE
Color Slide Collection: The American Peony Society maintains several

groups ofexcellent sets of peony slides for rental . Each set contains
80 slides. A list of names accompanies each set. Ideal for program
and Garden Club meetings, these slides are a fine way to study the
standard and newer varieties.
At present there are two sets available:

Each set contains examples of tree, hybrid and lactiflora types. No. 1

containing chiefly tree and hybrid, No. 2 about equally divided among
types.
(1) Slides are for 35 mm. projector. Renter supplies projector.
(2) Rental fee, $7.50. Checks made payable to American Peony
Society.
(3) Slides must be ordered at least 4 weeks in advance of date to be
shown.
(4) Slides are to be returned promptly. Return postage, including
insurance, must be paid by the renter, and be insured for $50.00.
(5) A charge of Two dollars ($2.00) is made for every slide missing
when set is returned. Count slides when received and again before
sealing and return.
(6) Send request and check to: Richard Edblom, 6917 45th Ave. N.,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55428.
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Qood Pe&uiM laA-t a lifetime
Why Ad PLtd the lied
LIENAU PEONY GARDENS

9135 Beech Daly Rd. Detroit, Mich. 48239

Catalog on Request

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)
Enjoy this wonderful flower from sprlnR to autumn frost. Its

lone blooming wjuion will greatly expand your garden enjoyment.

Constant Improvements In color, slxe, form an
rapid growth of Interest In this fine i>erennlal.

Three quarterly Journals and a large Yearbook are
Informative data on varieties, culture, performance an
Many Round Robins open to participation.

ONLY $5.00 PER YEAR

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
MRS. LEWIS B. WHEELER, Secretary

Dept. P. Box 458 Crown Point, Indiana 48307

TREE PEONIES
Fbllcj w/io grow
BtTTER BOY
-bmatoes some-
times ger2o lbs
per plant perprt-

, 'ing' Planfe novj at
moStcpizlen coxfers.

fe/(,MtefChicgo,/i(.

WILLIAM GRATW1CK
PAVILION NSW YORK 14515
(40 miles south of Rochester)
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TREE PEONIES
America's Tree Peony Headquarters and
The home of the NEW RACES of Peonies

Also herbaceous, herbaceous hybrids and species

Send for our NEW 1973 catalog with features for all peony enthusiasts
Tips for the Home Gardener
Aid to the Hybridizer
100 new photographs

LOUIS SMIRNOW
85 Linden Lane, Glen Head P. O. Brookville, L. I.. N. Y. 11545
"You are more likely to find it here than anywhere else

in the world."

LETTERHEADS ENVELOPES CATALOGS
All Types of Printing

We print the American Peony Society Bulletin
WRITE FOR FREE QUOTATIONS

LINDSBORG NEWS-RECORD
Box 31 Phone 913-227-3348 Lindsborg, Kansas 67456

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic information on daffodil culture, types and

classification, recommended varieties, show procedures
and places to buy bulbs.
The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the Society,

Just full of Information you should have.
The privilege of attending local, regional and national

meetings.
And new friends all over the USA, all enthusiastic

about Daffodils.
Annual Membership $5.00

Don't delay. Send your check today to:
MR. GEORGE S. LEE JR., Executive Director

89 Chichester Rd. New Canaan, Conn. 06840

Enjoy Roses?
AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY
Membership Gives You . . .

American Rose Magazine Help with your Rose Problems
250 pg. American Rose Annual A Guide for Buying Roses

. . . there's more!

/$8B^ Wri,e

\2^HS|i' American Rose Society

fj^riz^ffi 4048 Roseiea Place Columbus, Ohio 43214
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CHARLES KLEHM & SON NURSERY
PRESENTS

KLEHM'S ESTA IE PEONIES
Several decades of careful development by the Klehm family are
the background for Estate Peonies. Outstanding characteristics -
extra-large, double flowers on stiff, strong stems - excellent deep
green foliage - unfailing performance.
BEST MAN - (Plant Pal. 3268) Strong growing deep red, husky stems, large succulent

foliage.
BOWL OF CREAM - (Plant Pat. 2451 ) Huge bowl like flowers of creamy white.
EMMA KLEHM - Vivid Tahitian pink - a color seldom tound in flowers.
FIRST LADY - (Plant Pat. 3264) First to bloom. Lustrous eye-catching deep pink.
HONEY GOLD - (Plant Pat. 3270) Exciting pure white and golden yellow on fully

double blossoms.
JAYCEE - (Plant Pat. 2011) American beauty red with appropriately bright green foliage

. . . the official state flower of the Illinois Junior Chamber of Commerce.
RASPBERRY SUNDAE - (Plant Pat. 2951) Heaps of vanilla ice cream with raspberry

topping dripping over the petals.
TOP BRASS - (Plant Pat. 2953) Words cannot describe the everchanging panorama of

appleblossom pink, canary yellow and ivory. Must be seen to be appreciated.
AND MANY, MANY MORE. Send for our free Peony Guide.

KLEHM NURSERY
CHARLES KLEHM & SON SINCE 1852

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS AND ALGONQUIN ROADS -ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005
PHONE(312)4^7-?880

PEONIES IRISES HEMEROCALLIS
Send 50c for our 88th Anniversary Catalog 96 pages in color

(1973), deductible from first catalog order.
VISITORS WELCOME!

PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 20-22ND OF MAY-
GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.

Dept. APS-373
Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

TOP O' THE RIDGE
Home of

KAY SEE DELUXE GARDEN MARKERS
KAY SEE PEONY SUPPORTS

200 varieties of peonies, Hybrid and lactiflora, featuring our own
TOP HAT introductions: HOT CHOCOLATE
CHINOOK BERTHA'S CHOICE OSAKA FLAME

HARPER'S FAIRY HONSHU DAWN

Free Catalog Boxl0645P Kansas City, Mo. 64118
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Complete Show and Meting Sc tied uIes

MITCHELL HORTICULTURAL CONSERVATORY
South Layton Blvd. and West Pierce St.

ilwaukee, Wisconsin



70th ANNUAL MEETING

THE A MERICA N PEON Y SOCIETY
June 15-16-17, 1973

Headquarters, The Downtowner
Sixth and West Wisconsin
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, June 15:

2:00-10:00 P.M. Prepare Show Entries
8:00 P.M. Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday, June 16:
7:00-11:30 A.M. Set up and enter exhibits
8:00 A.M. Registration for Meeting
10:00 A.M. Conservatory open to public

(Photographers may enter one hour earlier)
1 :30 P.M. Show open to public
1:30-3:30 P.M. Hybridizers Seminar

Chris Laning, Moderator

Proposed agenda

1. Grafting
2. Pollination techniques and viability
3. Germination variations and problems
4. "Ito" crosses
5. Inducing polyploidy
6. Pictures and discussion

4:00 P.M. Root Auction
7:30 P.M. Annual Banquet

Speaker, Erwin J. Hamme, "The Art of Living"
Members and visitors welcome
"Pay" bar open at 7:00 P.M.

9:00 P.M. Society Annual Meeting

Sunday, June 17:
10:00 A.M. -9:00 P.M. Show open to public

(Photographers may enter one hour earlier)
9:00 A.M. Board of Directors Meeting

*An interesting news story of our speaker's eminent qualifications follows
the Show schedule.



Members may visit the other Conservatory facilities during the day. A tour
through Whitnall Park Arboretum may be arranged for 10:30 A.M. A catered
luncheon will be served at noon.

Admission to the Conservatory is free to holders of APS membership cards.
There is a 35c charge for all other visitors.

Registration fee for the entire meeting, including the Annual Banquet, is
S6.00 per person. We urge you to send in your reservations as early as possible so
that meal and other preparations can be completed in advance.

Send your reservations to:
Joseph R. Gtocka, Mgr. Displays-Exhibits
The Journal Company
Journal Square
Milwaukee, Wis. 53201

Hotel reservations should be made at Meeting Headquarters:
The Downtowner, 6th and West Wisconsin Ave.
Rates: Single Double Twin

Other recommended hostelries are:
$14.00 $19.00

Ambassador Hotel, 2308 W. Wisconsin Ave. $ 8.50 $11.00 $13.50
Ramada Inn, 633 W. Michigan SI 7.00 $20.00 $22.50
Holiday Inn, 2611 W. Michigan $16.50 $20.50 $21.50

All rates plus 7 percent tax

It is suggested that room reservations be made as early as possible. If
planning to stay at the Downtowner, please make it known that you are at
tending the Peony Society Meeting.

Other planned events or services scheduled to date include:
Registration and Information table manned by members of District Five of

the American Peony Society
Judging by accredited judges from selected Milwaukee Garden Clubs,

coordinated by Gerald Van Ryzin, Garden Editor of the Milwaukee Journal

Invitations have been sent out to over 200 art instructors in the Greater
Milwaukee area urging junior or senior high school students to enter art studies
of 24x30 inch size or smaller, in any art medium. Contestants must visit the
Show, obtain a free peony bloom and use it as a model or inspiration for their
composition.

Entries must be returned to the Journal by July 14 and judged by a panel
appointed by our Society's President. The five winners, whose artists will be
awarded cash prizes, will become part of a permanent collection to be exhibited
at future National Peony Exhibitions.



68th Exhibition

THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
Mitchell Horticultural Conservatory

June 16 and 17, 1973

GENERAL SHOW REGULATIONS
1. All entries must be completed and in place by 11 :30 a.m. Saturday, June 17.

2. All entries except those in Division VI must have been grown by the exhibitor.

3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely as to class,
variety and name and address ofexhibitor, both on top and bottom sections.
In addition, each separate variety must be identified with a small wood or
plastic tag attached to the stem with the variety name printed legibly on both
sides. In collection classes, all varieties must be labeled and the entry tag
attached to one of the stems. Entry tags may be obtained at the Conservatory
prior to show time or at the Show registration desk. The exhibitor or his
agent shall be responsible for complete and correct filling out of entry tags.

4. Stems in specimen classes should be approximately 14" long.

5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry in each of the following classes: 1, 2, 3, 4,
44, 72 and all classes in Division VI. Up to three entries are permitted in all
other classes, but there can be no duplication of varieties.

6. The show committee may combine or further separate any classes wherever
the number of entries warrants such action.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in Open classes, strongly urged in
Amateur classes and optional in Novice classes. In the latter two classes, no
entry shall be disqualified for failure to identify, but points may be deducted
for such omission. Varieties need not be named in the Artistic Design
classes.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the management and must be used
in all classes except for arrangements.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types and color.
10. The Show Committee reserves the right to reject entries whose quality is

obviously not suitable for exhibition purposes. Judges may, at their
discretion withhold ribbons or awards in any class and their decision shall be
final.

11. Utmost care will be exercised by the committee in placing or moving entries
during the staging of the show, but it cannot be held responsible for damage
or loss.

12. Only the judges, clerks and other necessary personnel will be permitted on
the show room floorduring the judging.



AWARDS
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

AWARDS
A. Class 1 Gold Medal Certificate.
B. Classes 2,3 and 4 Silver Medal

Certificates
C. Classes 62 and 86 Bronze

Medal Certificate.
D. Classes 52 and 76, Grand and Re

serve Champion from Classes
90-101, and all selections for the
Court of Honor. Purple Rosettes.

E. Peony roots will be awarded to all
blue ribbon winners in Divisions
II, III and IV, to be delivered in
the fall at proper planting time.

F. First, second and third place
ribbons will be given in all classes
where quality warrants.
Honorable Mention ribbons will
be given in any class at the
judges' discretion.

SPECIAL AWARDS

G. B. H. Farr Memorial Medal for
best lactiflora specimen in show.

H. Milwaukee Journal Silver Bowls
for winners in the following
classes:

1, 3, 62; Best specimen in classes
76-84; 102 and the Champion
Specimen from the Court of
Honor.

I. Top O' The Ridge Plaque for best
specimen bloom, classes 63-75
(amateur). This is a "traveling"
trophy to be returned to the Show
committee for the following show
in exchange for a permanent
medal.

DIVISION I Open to any exhibitor.
Section A. Certificate Collections

Class I. Twenty-five varieties herbaceous only, any type or color. One bloom
each in separate containers, each labeled as to name. Gold Medal Certificate
Class 2. Fifteen varieties as above. Silver Medal Certificate
Class 3. Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any type or color. One bloom
each in separate containers, each labeled as to name. Silver Medal Certificate
Class 4. Ten varieties, tree peonies only, any type or color. One bloom each
in separate containers, each labeled as to name. Silver Medal Certificate

Section B. Three blooms, lactiflora only, in one container.
Class 5. Double, white or blush, one variety.
Class 6. Double, light pink, one variety.
Class 7. Double, deep pink, one variety.
Class 8. Double, light red, one variety.
Class 9. Double, dark red, one variety.
Class 10. Semi-double, white or blush, one variety.
Class 11. Semi-double, pink, one variety.
Class 12. Semi-double, red, one variety.
Class 13. Japanese, white or blush, one variety.
Class 14. Japanese, pink, one variety.
Class 15. Japanese, red, one variety.
Class 16. Single, any color, one variety.
Class 17. Double, one each red, white, pink.



Class 18. Semi-double, any three different varieties.
Class 19. Japanese, any three different varieties.
Class 20. Single, any three different varieties.
Class 21. Bomb, any three different varieties.

Section C. One bloom, lactiflora only.
Class 22. Double, white or blush.
Class 23. Double, light pink.
Class 24. Double, deep pink.
Class 25. Double, light red.
Class 26. Double, dark red.
Class 27. Semi-double, white or blush.
Class 28. Semi-double, pink.
Class 29. Semi-double, red.
Class 30. Japanese, white or blush.
Class 31. Japanese, pink.
Class 32. Japanese, red.
Class 33. Single, white or blush.
Class 34. Single, pink.
Class 35. Single, red.
Class 36. Bomb, white or blush.
Class 37. Bomb, pink.
Class 38. Bomb, red.

Section D. One bloom, herbaceous hybrid or species.
Class 39. Double or semi-double white or blush.
Class 40. Double or semi-double pink.
Class 41. Double or semi-double red.
Class 42. Single white or blush.
Class 43. Single, pink.
Class 44. Single, red.
Class 45. Japanese, any color.
Class 46. Yellow, any type or color.

Section E. Collection classes, each variety labeled, but in a single container.
Class 47. Five varieties, lactiflora double, any color.
Class 48. Five varieties, lactiflora semi-double, any color.
Class 49. Five varieties, lactiflora Japanese, any color.
Class 50. Five varieties, lactiflora single, any color.
Class 51. Five varieties, herbaceous hybrid or species, any type or color.

Section F. Tree peonies.
Class 52. Three varieties, any type, any color in separate containers.
Class 53. Specimen bloom, Japanese or Moutan, white.
Class 54. Specimen bloom, Japanese or Moutan. pink.
Class 55. Specimen bloom, Japanese or Moutan, red.
Class 56. Specimen bloom, Japanese or Moutan, violet or purple.
Cluss 57. Specimen bloom. European or lutea hybrid, white.



Class 58. Specimen bloom, European or lutea hybrid, pjnk.
Class 59. Specimen bloom, European or lutea hybrid, red.
Class 60. Specimen bloom, European or lutea hybrid, yellow.
Class 61. Specimen bloom, European or lutea hybrid, blend or bicolor.

DIVISION II Amateur. Open to exhibitors who raise peonies chiefly for
pleasure, sell plants or cut flowers only casually, and do not grow more than
200 plants. Labeling urged but not mandatory.

Section G.
Class 62. Ten varieties, one bloom each, herbaceous only, any type or color,
in separate containers. Bronze Medal Certificate.
Class 63. Three double varieties, lactiflora only, any color, in separate
containers.
Class 64. Three semi double varieties, lactiflora only, any color, in separate
containers.
Class 65. Three Japanese varieties, lactiflora only, any color, in separate
containers.
Class 66. Three single varieties, lactiflora only, any color, in separate
containers.
Class 67. Three varieties, hybrid or species, any type or color, in separate
containers.
Class 68. Specimen bloom, lactiflora double, white or blush.
Class 69. Specimen bloom, lactiflora double, light pink.
Class 70. Specimen bloom, lactiflora double, deep pink.
Class 71. Specimen bloom, lactiflora double, red.
Class 72. Specimen bloom, lactiflora semi-double, any color.
Class 73. Specimen bloom, lactiflora Japanese, any color.
Class 74. Specimen bloom, lactiflora single, any color.
Class 75. Specimen bloom, hybrid or species, any type or color.

DIVISION III Novice. Open only to amateur exhibitors who have never won
an award at a nationally accredited Peony Show. Labeling of varieties
desirable but not required.

Section H.
Class 76. Five varieties, one bloom each, any type or color, in separate
containers.
Class 77. One bloom, lactiflora double, white or blush.
Class 78. One bloom, lactiflora double, pink.
Class 79. One bloom, lactiflora double, red.
Class 80. One bloom, lactiflora semi-double, any color.
Class 81. One bloom, lactiflora Japanese, any color.
Class 82. One bloom, lactiflora single, any color.
Class 83. One bloom, herbaceous hybrid, any type or color.
Class 84. One bloom, tree, any type or color.

DIVISION IV Seedlings and New Varieties.
Section J. Seedlings.

Class 85. Three blooms, one variety in one container, not currently in
troduced. Variety must have been divided at least once. Must be shown
under name or seedling number.



Section K. New Varieties.
Class 86. Three blooms, one variety in one container.
Limited to varieties named and registered with the American Peony Society
and introduced no earlier than five years prior to show date.

Awards in the two preceding classes may be given Certificates of Merit or
Honorable Mention at the discretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards.
Varieties having won either award in previous competition may not be shown
again in that class, except that varieties shown previously in Class 85 may be
shown again in Class 86, regardless of awards.

DIVISION V Special Entries.
Class 87. Commercial Exhibit.
Collection, by commercial grower, of twenty-five to fifty varieties, any type or
color, name labeled, in separate containers. Exhibit may be identified by a
placard of not more than 9" x 14" in size, to be furnished by the exhibitor.
Class 88. Out of State.
Collection of five different varieties, any type or color, in separate containers,
each labeled as to name. Open only to exhibitors from outside the state of
Wisconsin.
Class 89. Multiple bloom.
Single stalk, not disbudded. Must show at least three open blooms.

DIVISION VI Artistic Design.
In addition to the general show regulations, the following rules will apply to

entries in Division VI.

1. All artistic work must be the origination of the exhibitor.
2. Peonies must be the dominant flower. Blooms need not be grown by the

exhibitor, and some peony blooms will be available on request.
3. Other flowers, foliage, grasses and accessories are permitted in all classes.
4. Artificial plant material is not permitted in any class.
5. Exhibitors must reserve space for entries by 12:00 noon Friday, June 15. Call

or write:
Joseph R. Glocka
Mgr. Displays and Exhibits
Milwaukee Journal
Journal Square
Milwaukee. Wis. 53201
Phone (414) 224-2134

6. Entries may be placed from 7:00 P.M. Friday, June 15 to 11:00 A.M.
Saturday, June 16.

7. Personally owned properties must be claimed immediately after the show
closes at 9:00 P.M. Sunday, June 17.

Section L. Interpretive Design
The Pulitzer Prize is awarded in many fields for excellence of work during
the preceding year. We take winners from the field of letters and interpret
them with flowers.



Class 90. 1932 The Good Earth - Pearl Buck
Class 91. 1935 The Colonial Period of American History - Charles McLean
Andrews
Class 92. 1937 Gone With the Wind - Margaret Mitchell
Class 93. 1945 Harvey - Mary Chase
Class 94. 1948 Tales of the South Pacific - James Michener
Class 95. 1950 The Way West - A. B. Guthrie, Jr.
Class 96. 1954 Teahouse of the August Moon - John Patrick
Class 97. 1966 Wandering Through Winter - Edwin Way Teale
Class 98. 1968 Memoirs - George F. Kennan
Class 99. 1971 The Rising Sun - John Toland

Section M. Decorative Compositions.
Peonies are an excellent choice for public display. Use at least ten blooms

to achieve an arrangement of large proportion.
Class 100. Vase.
Class 101. Basket.

Section N. For Novices only.

Open to those who have never exhibited at a National Peony Show.

Class 102. Any composition suitable for a table top exhibition.

Beautiful Landscapes Make His World
The career of Erwin J. Hamme, a horticulturist and landscape designer, refutes

the old cliche, "those who can, do ; those who can 't , teach ."
Hamme, 72, of rural Belgium, is retired from active teaching now, but he spends

much of his time landscaping his four acre homestead on Sauk Trail Rd. and assisting
in beautification projects for the Ozaukee County Historical society.

Until six years ago, though, he was an instructor for Florists Transworld Delivery
(FTD), a trade association of florists.

"During the 25 years I was with FTD, I spent most of my time traveling across the
country teaching florists how to make flower arrangements," Hamme said.

Two weeks in another town may be a novel title to some people, but it was a way of
life for Hamme. The FTD courses were two weeks long.

"It was a great opportunity to see the country and eat my meals in some great
restaurants on the expense account, of course," he said with a twinkle in his eyes.
"I handled the artistic part of the course, while my partner gave the florists business
hints."

While Hamme was traveling around the country, his wife of 48 years, the former
Mitzi Taylor, stayed home preparing the couple's farm with a spectacular view of
Lake Michigan for their retirement years.

Hamme's landscaping skills now are being utilized by the historical society in its
Pioneer Village project south of Waubeka in the Hawthorne Hills county park.

When the village is finished, it will be a faithful reconstruction of a mid-1800s
v illage complete with historic log and stone buildings, many transported from all over
the county and rebuilt on the grounds.

His plans for this Ozaukee county version of colonial Williamsburg include a
memory lane flanked by maple, birch, hawthorn and oak trees. Each tree will be



tagged with the name of the donor and the name of the person in whose memory it was
planted. A start has been made with four trees.

Another project that Hamme supervised was the design and planting of the park
at the Cedar Grove windmill, opened last summer during the Holland Days festival. It
was fitting that Hamme, of Dutch extraction himself, worked on a project for a
community which has many residents of Dutch ancestry.

In talks before area garden clubs and other groups, Hamme pleads for well
designed landscaping to take the raw edge off new subdivisions and increase the
beauty of older suburban and city neighborhoods.

"A home without planting is like a picture without a frame" is one of his maxims.
"Frankly, I'd like to see the end of monotonous tract home developments in some

suburbs, with row upon row of look-alike houses." Hamme said.
Hamme doesn't think it is necessary to have a "green thumb" to be a successful

gardener. He feels that a person with a love for flowers will develop the green thumb
in time. "With flowers you have to be patient. They're like children or little animals.
You have to have patience until they get established."

Another of the seemingly endless list of his hobbies is visiting and photographing
covered bridges in Indiana, Vermont and other states. Wisconsin has only one
remaining covered bridge located north of Cedarburg but Indiana has almost 40
left and Vermont has even more, he said.

"It look me two years to do it, but I've photographed every Indiana covered
bridge in color," he said.

Photography was his second major career. During the off season in teaching with
Ihe florists' association, he switched to designing and photographing floral
arrangements in full color for trade and home magazines.
"I had to squeeze a lot of work into this period, including doing color layouts for the

Christmas season, but I enjoyed it because it combined my loves of photography and
floriculture," he explained.

Born in Wauwatosa, Hamme was an enthusiastic gardener even as a child. While
he was attending grade school, he built and maintained a small greenhouse.

It was natural that he consider a career in horticulture with such a background.
Hamme's studies began at the old Milwaukee County Agricultural college on the
county institution grounds.

He completed Ihe course at New York's Cornell University, one of the nation's
outstanding horticulture centers, and then spent two years as an agronomist with the
federal government.

"The experience of working with soils for the government was extremely
valuable," he said.

Twelve years ago, the Hammes bought an old farm in the town of Belgium with
lake frontage, an old silo and a 104 yearold log cabin.

They sold the lake frontage while retaining frontage on Sauk Trail !<d. and;; view
of Ihe lake. This brought the homestead down to a more manageable size.

"We wanted cleared land, because it's so expensive to remove buildings and
trees, but we had to take what was available," Hamme's wife said. "At $100 a tree tor
removing Ihe trees we didn't want, we found out just how expensive it was." she
added.

The cabin was beyond restoration, so it had to go, Hamme said. But the silo
foundation became the focal point of a circular shrub planting and Hamme himself
designed the rambling brick house.

"The living room alone is bigger than the old cabin." he said. Like ah the other
rooms on Ihe east side of the house, vast expanses of picture windows afford a view of
Ihe lake and Hamme's elaborately landscaped formal gardens.

The gardens, similar to those in Milwaukee county's Whilnall park botanical
gardens, are bare and freshly spaded now, but they bloom brightly with tulips and
geraniums in the spring and summer.

"We grow all our flowers from seed in the two greenhouses on the grounds, but we
have to buy our trees and shrubs," Hamme said with a touch of -egret.



One of the greenhouses is so small that it could be called a mini-greenhouse. It
flanks the outside entrance to the basement. The other is a coldhouse for use
primarily in the spring, he said.

Interspersed on the two acres of lawn are trees of various kinds, evergreen shrubs
and flower beds. Off to the south is a small but deep farm pond, stocked with fish.

"If I ever get the urge to have bass for breakfast, all I have to do is go out there
and catch one," Hamme said.

The Hamme home is visited often by horticultural enthusiasts who have met him
at an information booth at the Milwaukee home show. He has manned the garden and
landscaping information booth at more than half a dozen of the past shows and plans
to be back next year.

"Other people who come out here have heard one of my talks at garden clubs and
want to see how I do it," he said. He and his wife belong to the Port Washington and
Cedar Grove garden clubs, but Hamme has talked flowers and shrubs at other clubs.

The Hammes have a married daughter living in Cincinnati, Ohio, and two
grandchildren.

The following helpful hints were to have run in the March Bulletin but got
lost somewhere in the shuffle. We think you will still find the advice timely and
informative.

Peony Lovers Timing Schedule
For Colder Mid-U.S. Locations

April Fertilize with dry flower food as per directions. Apply Flower
Preen by Greenfield to control annual weeds around peony plants.

May Spray for botrytis when plants are 6-8" tall with fungicide. Disbud
plants as desired. Enjoy blooms. Give some to friends.

June Enjoy blooms. Hybridize. Go to National Peony Show and see 1000
blossoms in one room. Order new plants now while fresh ideas on mind, for Fall
planting*
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