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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Peony Friends,
Now is the time to plant peonies, so go to it don't be bashful expand

those gardens, try some new varieties. If you don't have any tree peonies,
try them, they are truly remarkable. Remember if peonies are handled
correctly they can be planted all fall until the ground freezes and prevents
you from digging.

As a further service to our members an auxiliary publication will be
included with every Bulletin. These publications will be good information
most of the time from State Universities' Agricultural Divisions. We hope
they will be of help to you with your gardening.

I would like personally to welcome the new directors who were elected
last June at Milwaukee, they are:

Mr. Theo R. Mysyk
Mrs. Charlotte Sindt
Mr. Joe Glocka

Allen Harper, Ed Michau and Pharon Denlinger were re-elected for another
three year term. I feel we have 18 very active and talented directors. I know
they will give their best for the society, in fact, at our last Directors' Meet
ing in Milwaukee 16 of the 18 directors were present, and that is quite an
accomplishment.

Greta is our new Editor. Isn't that marvellous that she is willing to
handle so much of the work for the society? We are very pleased and lucky
to have such a gracious woman so interested in peonies. As you may, or may
not know, all her work is gratis. Please do co-operate with her and supply
her with information and articles, for we are striving to create a quality
horticultural bulletin.

Our society is becoming International in scope; our new Vice President
is a native Canadian, John Simkins of Oakville, Ontario, Canada. He is also
Show Chairman for the 1974 Show, June 14, 15 and 16. John is an avid
gardener, Garden Editor of the Oakville Journal Record, qualified Judge
and Fellow of The Royal Botanical Gardens in Hamilton, a certified Horti
cultural Consultant, Past President of Oakville Horticultural Society and
extremely active in The Delphinium Society. The Society is very lucky to
have this man as its Vice President and future President, and we can look
forward to an exciting and interesting Show in 1974.

Sincerely yours,
ROY KLEHM, President



68th AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY EXHIBITION
June 15-16-17, 1973

The Domes, Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1500 blooms

Grand Champion, DINNER PLATE.
Exhibitor, Roy G. Klehm

Court of Honor
GRAND CHAMPION Best of Show Dinnerplate Roy G. Klehm

Reserve Champion Frances Mains Lienau Peony Gardens
Reserve Champion Gail Tischler Brand Peony Farms
Double White Nick Shaylor Roy G. Klehm
Double White Festiva Maxima Dorothy Millard (Novice)
Semi Double White Miss America Lienau Peony Gardens
Single Pink Sea Shell Lienau Peony Gardens
Double Blush Moonstone Marvin Karrels
Single Pink Hybrid Cytheria Roy G. Klehm
Pink Jap Pat Hanratty W. G. Sindt
Hybrid Single Red Carina Dr. David Reath
Single Red Florence Bruss W. G. Sindt
Double Red Jay Cee Roy G. Klehm
Double Red Kansas Roy G. Klehm
Hybrid Double Red Red Charm Dee Garrison
Hybrid Semi Double Dark Red Buckeye Belle Roy G. Klehm
Hybrid Red Single Saunders 10977 Jorm Simkins



Yellow Tree Peony Yellow Crown Wm. Seidl
Pink Tree Peony Shin-Tenchi Dr. Landis
Red Tree Peony Kas-Ogo-No John Simkins
Lutea Yellow Age of Gold Wm. Bringe
Lutea Hybrid Black Pirate Dr. David Reath
Pink Double, Multiple Bloom Arlington Federal Roy G. Klehm
Artistic Design GRAND CHAMPION "Tales of South Pacific"

Charlotte Sindt
Reserve Champion Teahouse of the August Moon Charlotte Sindt

Division 1 Open to any exhibitor
Section A Class I: twenty-five varieties, herbaceous only, any type or color.

Won by: LIENAU PEONY GARDENS, Big Ben, Gay Paree, Snow
Mountain, A. G. Perry, Margaret Lough, Dixie, Pico, Rose Valley, Rose
Glory, Moonstone, Helen Matthews, Largo, Elsa Sass, Peter Brand,
Diana Parks, Ava Maria, Edulis Supreme, La Lorraine, Jay Hawker,
Francis Mains, Gardenia, Fireball, Red Charm, Dawn Flush, Princess
Margaret. GOLD MEDAL CERTIFICATE.
Second: MR. MARVIN KARRELS, Kansas, Mrs. J. H. Necley, Mabel
Gore, Mary E. Nicholls, Norma Volz, Fireball, Dorris Cooper, Nick
Shaylor, Illini Belle, Cytheria, Rose of Tralee, Gardenia, White Cap,
Madylone, Moonstone, Commanche, White Gold, Annisquam, Florence
Nicholls, Ava Maria, Margaret Clark, Elsa Sass, Walter Mains, Andrew
Meughlig, Princess Margaret.
Third: ROY KLEHM
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA
Class 2: Fifteen Varieties Won by: MR. MARVIN KARRELS,
Trafford W. Bigger, Annisquane, Cytherea, Nick Shaylor, Moonstone,
Madylone, Mary E. NichoUs, Ensign Moriarity, Rose of Tralee,
Margaret Clark, Heritage, Fireball, Convey, Hari-Ai-Nin, Adonis. SIL
VER MEDAL CERTIFICATE.
Second: LIENAU PEONY GARDENS, Spellbinder, Moonstone, Mam
moth Rose, Sir John Franklin, Doris Cooper, Walter Faxon, Ann Cou
sins, Westerner, Nancy Nicholls, Mons Jules Elie, Polar Star, Princess
Margaret, Mme Emile De Bante, Emma Klehm, White Cap.
Third: JOE GLOCKA
Class 3: Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrids. Won by: DR. DAVID
REATH. Kings Ransom, Flame, Paul Fay, Janice, Bravura, Crusader,
Red Charm, Burma Ruby, Coral Faye. SILVER MEDAL CERTIFI
CATE.
Second: MR. MARVIN KARRELS. Black Monarch, Edward Auten,
Heritage, Cytheria, China Rose, Diana Parks, Carol, Illini Belle, Red
Charm, Firebell.
Third: LIENAU PEONY GARDENS. Burma Ruby, Helen Matthews,



Friendship, Convoy, Diana Parks, Lovely Rose, Buckeye Belle, Lois
Arlene, Firebell, Red Charm.
Class 4: Ten Varieties tree peonies. Won by: DR. DAVID REATH.
Chinese Dragon, Daffodil, Kronas, Silver Sails, Kamada Fuji, Hana
Kisoi, Age of Gold, Corsair, Mystery, Black Panther. SILVER MEDAL
CERTIFICATE.
Second: DR. LANDIS.

Section B. Three blooms, lactiflora only, one container.
Class 5: 1. ROY KLEHM Nick Shaylor

2. MARVIN KARRELS Norma Volz
3. MARVIN KARRELS Annisquam
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Elsa Sass

Class 6: 1. BRAND PEONY FARM DolorodeU
2. ROY KLEHM Arlington Federal
3. JOE KLOCKA Westhill
H.M.: ROY KLEHM James Pillow

Class 7: 1. ROY KLEHM Dinner Plate
2. TED MYSYK June Rose

3. ROY KLEHM Paul Bunyon
Class 8: 1. ROY KLEHM Kansas

2. GRETA KESSENICH Kansas
3. ROY KLEHM Jaycee.

Class 9: 1. BRAND PEONY FARM Douglas Brand
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Dixie
3. ROY KLEHM Bonanza
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA Judy Becker

Class 10: 1. JOE KLOCKA Miss America
2. ROY KLEHM Lois Kelsey
3. CLARENCE LIENAU Mildred May

Class 11. 1. MARVIN KARRELS Rose of Tralee
2. None
3. None

Class 12: None
Class 13: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Bu-te

2. JOE KLOCKA Yellow King
3. None

Class 14: 1. MARVIN KARRELS Commanche
2. JOE GLOCKA Largo
3. W. G. SINDT Patricia Hanratty

Class 15: 1. MARVIN KARRELS White Cap
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Charm
3. JOE GLOCKA Red Splendor

Class 16: 1. JOE GLOCKA SeaSheU
2. W. G. SINDT Florence Bruss



3. CLARENCE LIENAU SeaShell
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA L'Etincelante

Class 17: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Kansas, Nick Shaylor, Emma
Klehm

2. CLARENCE LIENAU Ann Cousins, Sarah Bern
hardt, Felix Supreme

3. None
Class 18: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Minnie Shaylor, June Rose,

Chippeau
2. None
3. None

Class 19: 1. W. G. SINDT Vanity, John Gardener, Kay Tischler
2. ROY KLEHM Barrington Bell, Virginia Louise,

Charm
3. ROY KLEHM Do Tell, Gold Standard, White Cap

Class 20: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU L'Etincelante, Imperial Red,
Le Jour

2. None
3. None

Class 21: x. ROY KLEHM Pink Lemonade.

Section C One bloom, lactiflora only
Class 22: 1. ROY KLEHM Nick Shaylor COURT OF

HONOR
2. ROY KLEHM Moon River
3. CLARENCE LIENAU Nancy NichoUs
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA Norma Volz
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Nick Shaylor

Class 23: r. CLARENCE LIENAU Francis Mains COURT
OF HONOR

2. JOE GLOCKA Mrs. F.D.R.
3. ROY KLEHM Arlington Federal
H.M.: BRAND PEONY FARMS Dolorodel
H.M.: MARVIN KARRELS Madylone

Class 24: 1. ROY KLEHM Dinner Plate GRAND CHAMP
ION

2. ROY KLEHM Dinner Plate
3. ROY KLEHM Dinnerplate
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Emma Klehm
H.M.: MARVIN KARRELS Andrew Meughlig

Class 25: 1. MARVIN KARRELS Kansas
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Paul M. Wild
3. JOE GLOCKA Kansas
4. ROY KLEHM Jaycee



Class 26: 1. ROY KLEHM Kansas COURT OF HONOR
2. BRAND PEONY FARMS Douglas Brand
3. ROY KLEHM Kansas
H.M.: JOE KLOCKA Judy Becker
H.M.: CLARENCE LIENAU Mary Brand

Class 27: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Miss America COURT
OF HONOR

2. JOE GLOCKA Miss America
3. CLARENCE LIENAU Minnie Shaylor
H.M.: JOE KLOCKA Minnie Shaylor

Class 28: 1. MARVIN KARRELS Rose of Tralee
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Lake of Silver
3. CLARENCE LINEAU Spring Beauty

Class 29: 1. CLARENCE LINEAU The Mighty Mo
2. None
3. None

Class 30: 1. MARVIN KARRELS Carrara
2. ROY KLEHM Toro- No- Maki
3. ROY KLEHM Gold Standard
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA Yellow King
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA Koka dm

Class 31: 1. BRAND PEONY FARM Gail Tischler COURT
OF HONOR

2. CLARENCE LIENAU Westerner

3. ROY KLEHM Do Tell
H.M.: MARVIN KARRELS Commancke

Class 32: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Dignity
2. ROY KLEHM Barrmgton Belle
3. BRAND PEONY FARM Charm
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Charm
H.M.: BARRINGTON BELLE

Class 33: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Spellbinder
2. ROY KLEHM Krinkled White
3. ROY KLEHM Krinkled White
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Peppermint Stick

Class 34: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Sea Shell COURT OF
HONOR

2. JOE GLOCKA L'Etincelante
3. ROY KLEHM Pink Dawn
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Pink Dawn

Class 35: 1. None
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Imperial Red
3. None



Class 36: 1. JOE GLOCKA Snow Mountain
2. MARVIN KARRELS Imperial Red
3. CLARENCE LIENAU Mme. De Verville
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Charlies White

Class 37: 1. None
2. CLARENCE LINEAU Mons Jules Elie
3. ROY KLEHM Raspberry Sundae
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Raspberry Sundae

Class 38: 1. None
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Dixie
3. None

Section D One bloom herbaceous hybrid or species
Class 39: None
Class 40: 1. GRETA KESSENICH Angelo Cobb Freeborn

2. None
3. DR.DAVID REATH Ludovica
H.M.: DR. DAVID REATH Ludovica

Class 41: 1. ROY KLEHM Buckeye Belle COURT OF
HONOR

2. ROY KLEHM Red Charm
3. ROY KLEHM Buckeye Belle
H.M.: MARVIN KARRELS Heritage
H.M.: CLARENCE LIENAU Red Charm

Class 42: None
Class 43: 1. ROY KLEHM Cytherea COURT OF HONOR

2. DR. REATH Eventide
3. ROY KLEHM Dainty Lass
H.M.: DR. REATH Friendship

Class 44: 1. DR. REATH Carina COURT OF HONOR
2. DR. REATH Carina
3. CLARENCE LIENAU Burma Ruby
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Burma Ruby
H.M.: ROY KLEHM Burma Ruby

Class 45: 1. MARVIN KARRELS Walter Mains
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Walter Mains
3. None

Class 46: 1. WILLIAM J. SEIDL Yellow Crown COURT OF
HONOR

2. WILLIAM J. SEIDL Yellow Heaven

3. WILLIAM J. SEIDL Yellow Emperor
Section E Collection Classes, each variety labeled, but in a single container

Class 47: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU The Admiral, June Rose, Mrs.
F.D.R., Florence Nicholls, Sir John Franklin

2. MARVIN KARRELS Adonis, Berle Crockett, Mady-
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lone, Moonstone, Gardenia
3. None

Class 48: None
Class 49: 1. MARVIN KARRELS Butter Bowl, White Gold,

White Cap, Toro-No-Maki, Largo
2. CLARENCE LIENAU Bu-te, Largo, Gay Paree, Dig

nity, Ama-no-Sode
Class 50: 1. CLARENCE LIENAU Mr. Thim, Le Jour, SeaSheU,

Imperial Red, L'Etincelante
2. None
3. None

Class 51: i. MARVIN KARRELS Walter Mains, Diana Parks,
Heritage, Red Charm, Officinalis Jap

2. CLARENCE LIENAU Walter Mains, Red Charm,
Friendship, Helen Matthews, Lois Arlean

3. MARVIN KARRELS Black Monarch, Your Majesty,
Edward Auten, Heritage, Henry Bockstoce.

Section F
Class 52: 1. DR. LANDIS Gyokka, Shiro Kagura, Okina Jishi

2. DR. REATH Thunderbolt, Age of Gold, Roman Gold
3. JOHN SIMKINS Shiro Kagura, Age of Gold, Kasuga

No.
Class 53: 1. DR. LANDIS Furow Mon

2. Not recorded Guardian of the Monastery
3. WM. BRINGE Gessekai

Class 54: 1. DR. LANDIS Shin Tenchi COURT OF HONOR
Class 55: 1. JOHN SIMKINS Kas Ogo No COURT OF

HONOR
Class 56: 1. DR. LANDIS Warai Jishi
Class 57: None
Class 58: None
Class 59: 1. DR. REATH Black Pirate COURT OF HONOR

2. DR. REATH Kronos
3. DR. REATH Thunderbolt
H.M.: Chinese Dragon

Class 60: 1. WM. BRINGE Age of Gold COURT OF HONOR
2. WILLIAM J. SEIDL Alice Harding
3. DR. REATH Roman Gold
H.M.: DR. REATH Age of Gold
H.M.: DR. REATH High Noon

Class 61: 1. JOHN SIMKINS Marchiness
2. DR. REATH Amber Noon

Section G

11



Division 2 Amateur
Open to exhibitors who raise peonies chiefly for pleasure Do not grow
more than 200 plants.

Class 62: 1. W. G. SINDT Do Tell, Kansas, La Lorrain, Florence
Bruss, Emma Klehm, Pico, Andrew Meugklig, Rev. Tra-
gett, lay Hawker, Pat Hanratty COURT OF HONOR

1. DEE GARRISON Ann Cousins, Martha Bullock,
Dorothy J., Red Charm, Dr. J. A. Neeley, Nick Shaylor,
Mrs. F.D.R., Annisquan, Kansas, Mary E. Nichols

2. None
3. Dee Garrison Not listed

Class 63: 1. W. G. SINDT Kansas, La Lorraine, Wiljord Johnson
2. WM. BRINGE Gardenia, No name, Grace Bat son

3. DEE GARRISON Martha Bullock, Kansas, Mary E.
Nichols

Class 64: No entries
Class 65: 1. W. G. SINDT Neon, Vanity, Kay Tischler

2. DEE GARRISON Gargo, Nippon Beauty, Gold Stan
dard

3. None
Class 66: 1. W. G. SINDT Sea Shell, Spellbinder, Florence Bruss

COURT OF HONOR
Class 67: 1. JOHN SIMKINS Henry Bockstoce, Emma Swan,

Saunders 10997 COURT OF HONOR
2. W. G. SINDT Red Charm, Gay Cavelier, Mahogany
3. W. G. SINDT John Harvard, Coralee, Gay Cavalier
H.M.: DEE GARRISON Edward Steichen, Largo, Red

Charm
H.M.: DEE GARRISON Miss America, Red Charm,

Roselette

Class 68: 1. DEE GARRISON Mary E. Nichols
2. DEE GARRISON Annisquam
3. DEE GARRISON Ann Cousins
H.M.: DEE GARRISON Ann Cousins
H.M.: GRETA KESSENICH Gardenia
H.M.: DEE GARRISON Dorothy J.

Class 69: 1. DEE GARRISON Mrs. F.D.R.
2. GRETA KESSENICH Grace Batson
3. DEE GARRISON Mrs. F.D.R.
H.M.: W. G. SINDT Candy Heart
H.M.: JOHN SIMKINS Mons Jules Elie

Class 70: 1. GRETA KESSENICH Paul Bunyan
2. DEE GARRISON Martha Bullock
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3. W.G. SINDT Vivid Rose
H.M.: DEE GARRISON Martha Bullock
H.M.: JOHN SIMKINS No name

Class 71: 1. W. G. SINDT Kansas
2. DEE GARRISON Kansas
3. DEE GARRISON Heritage
H.M.: GRETA KESSENICH Kansas

Class 72: 1. DEE GARRISON Heritage
2. DEE GARRISON Elizabeth Huntington
3. None
H.M.: DEE GARRISON Elizabeth Huntington, Miss

America, Miss America
H.M.: W. G. SINDT Miss America

Class 73: 1. W. G. SINDT Pat Hanratty
2. GRETA KESSENICH Corona
3. None
H.M.: JOHN SIMKINS No Name

Class 74: 1. W. G. SINDT Florence Bruss
2. DEE GARRISON Sea Shell
3. DEE GARRISON Sea Shell

Class 75: 1. DEE GARRISON Red Charm COURT OF
HONOR

2. GRETA KESSENICH Angeio Cobb Freeborn
3. DEE GARRISON Clair De Lune
H.M.: W. G. SINDT Prairie Moon
H. M.: JOHN SIMKINS Moonrise

Division 3 Novice
Labeling of varieties desirable but not required

Section H
Class 76: Five varieties one bloom each

I. NANCY MILKOWSKI Purple Rosette
2. EUNICE GARRISON
3. LUCILLE WARD
H.M.: MARION MILLER
H.M.: DONNA MITCHELL
H. M.: J. JEFFCOTT

Class 77: One bloom, lactiflora, White and Blush
I. NANCY MILKOWSKI
2. MRS. JOSEPH SHEELEY
3. MRS. JOSEPH SHEELEY Dick Shaylor
H.M.: MRS. JOSEPH SHEELLEY
H.M.: LUCILLE WARD

Class 77: White and Blush
I. DOROTHY MILLARD Festiva Maxima COURT

13



OF HONOR
2. SADYE ETTENHEIM
3. PAULINE EDWARD

Class 78: Light Pink
1. L. BENWITZ
2. LUCILLE WARD
3. MRS. STEVE WIRTZ

Class 78: Deep Pink
1. EUNICE GARRISON
2. MRS. ANTOS
3. MRS. ANTOS

Class 79: Double Red
1. NANCY MILKOWSKI
2. EUNICE GARRISON
3. ESTHER KOVENOCK

Class 80: Semi-double, any color
1. BRUCE EFFLANDT
2. MARION MILLER
3. DONNA MITCHELL

Class 81: Japanese Light Pink
1. LUCILLE WARD
2. SADYE H. ETTENHEIM
3. NANCY MILKOWSKI

Class 81: Japanese Dark Pink
1. DOROTHY MILLARD
2. DOROTHY MILLARD
3. LUCILLE WARD

Class 82: One bloom, Single- any color
1. BRUCE EFFLANDT
2. None
3. D. H. HAVENS

Class 83: Herbaceous Hybrid
1. None
2. D. E. HAVENS
3. None

Class 84: One bloom, tree
1. GRACE BANKER
2. None
3. None

Section J
Division 4 Seedlings and New Varieties

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT
Class 85: C-38, DR. DAVID REATH
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844L, ROY KLEHM
130V, ROY KLEHM
36-32, BRAND PEONY FARMS
844V, ROY KLEHM
H.M.: 87Y, ROY KLEHM
H.M.: BRAND PEONY FARMS Dr. Walter Rumph

Section K New Varieties
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

Class 86: E. L. PEHRSON Lullabye
Division 5

Class 87: COMMERCIAL Special Entries
SPECIAL AWARD

LIENAU PEONY GARDENS
Class 88: Out of State

I. DR. DAVID REATH, Vulcan, Michigan
2. ROY KLEHM, Barrington, Illinois
3. JOHN SIMKINS, Hamilton Ontario, Canada

Class 89: Multiple Bloom
1. ROY KLEHM, Arlington Federal COURT OF

HONOR
2. ROY KLEHM Ethel Mars
3. CLARENCE LIENAU Mildred Mae
H.M.: CLARENCE LIENAU Silvia Saunders
H.M.: JOE GLOCKA Miss America
H. M.: ROY KLEHM June Rose

Division 6 Artistic
Section L Interpretive Design

Class 90: 1932 "The Good Earth" Pearl Buck
I. None
2. None
3. ESTELLE BAUMANN

Class 91: 1935 "The Colonial Period of American History" Charles
McLean Andrews
1. KEVIN NICOLAY, Hales Corner, Wis.
2. MRS. STEVE WIRTZ, West Allis, Wis.
3. MRS. WM. G. McCALLUM, St. Paul, Minn.

Class 92: 1937 "Gone With the Wind" Margaret Mitchell
1. MRS. WM. McCALLUM
2. None
3. None

Class 93: 1945 "Harvey" Mary Chase
1. CHARLOTTE SINDT, Stillwater, Minnesota
2. MRS. WM. McCALLUM
3. None
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Class 94: 1948 "Tales of the South Pacific" James Michener
1. CHARLOTTE SINDT GRAND CHAMPION
2. RITA WISNIEUSKI, Milwaukee, Wis.
3. JOAN SIERGEN, New Berlin, Wis.

Class 95: 1950 "The Way West" A. B. Guthrie, Jr.
1. MRS. WM. McCALLUM
2. None
3. None

Class 96: 1954 "Teahouse of the August Moon" John Patrick
1. CHARLOTTE SINDT RESERVE CHAMPION
2. MRS. WM. McCALLUM
3. SYLVIA OLISS, Milwaukee, Wis.

Class 97: 1966 "Wandering Through Winter" Edwin Way Teale
1. MRS. WM. McCALLUM
2. SYLVIA OLISS
3. CHARLOTTE E. SINDT
H.M.: MRS. D. R. KIRKLAND, Thiensville, Wisconsin

Class 98: 1968 "Memoirs'' George F. Kennan
I. None
2. None
3. None
H. M.: Mrs. Steve Wirtz

Class 99: 1971 "The Rising Sun" John Toland
I. None
2. CHARLOTTE SINDT
3. MRS. D. R. KIRKLAND

Section M Decorative Compositions Ten Blooms
Class 100: VASE

2. W. G. SINDT
Class 101: BASKET

3. GRACE BANKER, So. Milwaukee, Wis.
Section N Novice only

Class 102: Composition for table top exhibition
1. RITA WISNIEUSKI, Milwaukee, Wis.
2. BRUCE EFFLANDT, Milwaukee, Wis.
3. GRACE BANKER, Milwaukee, Wis.
H.M.: GRACE BANKER, Milwaukee, Wis.
H.M.: MARY LAUGHTEN, Milwaukee, Wis.

Special Awards To
COMMERCIAL EXHIBITS

LIENAU PEONY GARDENS, Detroit, Michigan
CHARLES KLEHM AND SON NURSERY, Arlington Heights, 111.

BRAND PEONY FARMS, Faribault, Minnesota
Class 1: A-i Twenty five varieties LIENAU PEONY GARDENS
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Class i: Twenty five varieties MR. MARVIN KARRELS
To JOHN SIMKINS for bringing Dr. Landis fine display of tree

peonies, Canada
To DR. DAVID REATH, collection of tree peonies
To LIENAU PEONY GARDENS, collection of hybrid peonies
To CHARLOTTE SINDT, Artistic, interpretive design
To KEVIN NICOLAY, Artistic, interpretive design
To MRS. WM. G. McCALLUM, Artistic, interpretive design

1973 Popularity Contest
of the National Peony Exhibition

Top twenty selected as the most popular peony from ballots of visitors
attending the Exhibition.
Red Charm Kansas Raspberry Sundae
Dinner Plate Sea Shell Vivid Rose
Cytherea Age of Gold Gail Tischler
Black Pirate Moonstone Moon River
Walter Mains Francis Mains Douglas Brand
Carina Snow Mountain Lois Kelsey
Flame Cheddar Cheese

Other peony blooms most admired: Judy Becker, Coral Faye, Mons
Jules Elie, Diana Parks, Nick Shaylor, Guardian of the Monastery.

INTERPRETIVE DESIGN - MILWAUKEE
Pat McCallam, St. Paul, Minnesota

Culmination: 11:30 a.m., Saturday, June 16, 1973. One last check on
the artistic arrangements had been made, the judges were ready to begin,
and the moment of truth had arrived! What would be the results?

For me, entering a show 325 miles from home was a unique and excit
ing experience. Of course, you always plan ahead for a flower show, but
distance alone entails new and different problems and "plan ahead" now had
a special flavor. Like most arrangers I had succumbed to intermittent periods
of passing or intense thought as to just what interpretive line I might follow
after first looking at the schedule a couple of months earlier. In fact, it was
the intriguing schedule of Pulitzer Prize-winning book titles, coupled with
the fact that I have a very patient and understanding husband, which first
cemented my plans to even attempt the feat. Up to that point we just planned
to go for the fun of it and our love of peonies.

Next, to register. Just because I was nervous I knew in all fairness I
shouldn't make Joe Glocka's life more difficult. From a space-planning stand
point and particularly for advantageous display of artistic arrangements,
advance registration is so important. I kept telling myself this until I tim
orously made that final commitment.
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I begged cut peonies from a grand and generous friend 2 weeks prior to
show time because I didn't have the quantity or varieties I'd decided I
needed. They were then stored in water under refrigeration until we left for
Milwaukee. Cut flowers were available at the show the Klehms had
amassed literally hundreds of perfectly beautiful blooms for any arranger's
use but we decided the practical experience of cutting-and-holding would
be good for us, since we really didn't know which varieties cut and hold well,
how tight or loose to cut for what I wanted at 11:30 a.m. 2 weeks and several
hundred miles later, etc.On these points we had probably the best and most
experienced advice available from the Sindts, but there's really nothing more
reassuring than first-hand knowledge.

After graduating from a state of serene ignorance to the wild heebie-
jeeblies, we arrived about 2:30 p.m. on Friday at the Horticultural Con
servatory in Mitchell Park "The Domes," as it seems appropriately and
affectionately to be called. We put our cut peonies in fresh water and some
of us began half-heartedly setting up shortly after that, but it was so easy
and fun to allow ourselves to get sidetracked meeting people we'd heard
about and written to but never met. And the peonies! Coming in by car and
by truck, in pails and in boxes. Thousands of beautiful, fragrant, large and
small, delicate and handsome, tree and herbaceous peonies hybrids, dou
bles, semi-doubles, singles, Japanese, anemones all in gorgeous array. It
was unforgettable.

With some discipline, combined with a welcome temperature drop and
less general hubbub, we out-of-towners finally settled down to business after
dinner and fixed the basics on some arrangements, leaving the flowers to be
added in the morning. A few of the more well-organized or less easily dis
tracted arrangers had already placed their entries by that time, so even the
procrastinator and night owl of the group (me) had to get going! By 2 a.m.
we'd all given up . . . you become more philosophical as exhaustion creeps
up on you . . . but the old adrenalin was pumping again by 7 a.m. Reaction
to what I'd done the night before ranged from "Hmmm . . ." to "Good
grief!" but there they were in the harsh light of morning, waiting to be
finished; the heat was on, both literally and figuratively. Everyone bustled
around then; after all, we had only 4 more hours and the clock was waiting
for no one. The artistic division judges arrived: Mrs. Ruth Goodrick, Mrs.
Lynn Bausch, and Mr. Erwin Hamme (who also later entertained us at the
Banquet as guest speaker). Of course, nonchalance was attained by some
exhibitors, but not all. With nothing further to be done, and deciding to
leave a more thorough tour of The Domes until a, later, cooler, and more
relaxed time of day, what else but find an air-conditioned cafe and have
lunch.

The judges, however, were working while we were resting. They had

30 entries on which to make decisions, including 7 in the novice section and,
surprising to me, all from Wisconsin and Minnesota. What were the results?
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Charlotte Sindt brought home
to Minnesota most of the goodies,
with both Grand Champion and Re
serve Champion honors. It was a
thoroughly refreshing experience to
look at and enjoy her Grand Cham
pion arrangement depicting TALES
OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC. She
tastefully executed a water interest-
type using a bud and 3 KRINKLED
WHITE single peonies; tall, fine
reeds, and hosta leaves in a large,
shallow, eliptical, blue bowl, with
small black stones covering the
mechanics. During those 2 hectic,
hot, humid and finally stormy days,
I'm sure all the visitors appreciated
even more that cool, calm, lovely ar
rangement. Her free-tyle interpreta
tion of TEAHOUSE OF THE AU

GUST MOON was chosen Reserve Champion a distinctive arrangement
in the Japanese manner, incorporating a multiple-opening Japanese con

tainer in a blue-gray shade, Jackpine branches, and the outstanding
CYTHEREA hybrid peony.

Special Award ribbons were presented for entries in the classes for
HARVEY and THE COLONIAL PERIOD OF AMERICAN HISTORY.
Kevin Nicolay's appropriate interpretation of the latter was a mass-type
using peonies, clematis paniculata and huchera in an old-fashioned container,
and Char Sindt cleverly used an indescribable but rabbity-looking tall twig
or root with 3 pink peonies and hosta leaves.

All in all, we had a ball! Attending our second and entering our first
APS annual exhibition was really just great and, hopefully, we learned from
the experience.

One thing that bothered me though . . . why weren't there more entries
in this division? New to the game I am, but I've discovered arranging with
peonies to be a pleasure and a fitting complement to growing them. Could
it be distance? I hope not; if this greenhorn can do it, anyone can. With
more enthusiastic and helpful members like the Sindts, Bob Tischler, and
Greta Kessenich to encourage newer and less experienced exhibitors, I'm
certain this division can be bigger and better next year in Canada. Let's all
work at making it so!

"Tales of the South Pacific"
Grand Champion Artistic

Charlotte E. Sindt
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Allen Harper with gift of appreciation

Clarence 0. Lienau, receiving award

Charlotte Sindt, Newly-Elected Director,
Mrs. Carl Klekm. Quiet talk after the
judging. "Ribbons and awards tell the
story".

Joe Glocka, Newly-Elected Director
Mrs. John Simkins

Mr. Carl Klehm Mr. Clarence Lienau
"PEONIES ARE SERIOUS BUSINESS"!

White Innocence (Saunders 1947) Tallest
Hybrid. Specimen 5V& feet. Dr. David
Reath, Exhibitor.



American Peony Society Annual Meeting June 16, 1973
The annual business meeting of the American Peony Society was called

to order by President Klehm, immediately after the banquet at 8:30 P.M.
Mr. Joe Glocka was introduced and he welcomed all members of the

American Peony Society and guests, on behalf of the Milwaukee Journal.
President Klehm introduced all guests and family members, also ex

pressed appreciation on behalf the Society for the 1973 exhibition in Mil
waukee.

The business report and the financial report was passed to all members.
The following nominees for the Board of Directors were submitted by

the committee chairman, Roy G. Klehm: Pharon B. Denlinger, Joe Glocka,
Allen Harper, Edward Lee Michau, T. R. Mysyk, Clarlotte Sindt. There
being no further nominations from the floor, a motion was made, seconded
and unanimously approved. All were elected for the term of office of three
years, in accordance with the by-laws of the American Peony Society.

The resignation of Allen Harper, editor of the Bulletin was announced.
A vote of thanks and appreciation was given Mr. Harper for his work the
past two years. Beginning with the September issue, the new Editor will be
Greta Kessenich.

President Klehm presented a gift of appreciation to Mr. Joe Glocka on
behalf of himself and the Board of Directors, with appreciation for his un
tiring work and successful completion of the 1973 Exhibition.

A gift was also presented by President Klehm, at this time to Mr. Allen
Harper on behalf of himself and Board of Directors, with appreciation and
thanks for his work the past two years, as Editor of the Bulletin.

Mr. John Simkins of Oakville, Ontario, Canada, a director of the
American Peony Society was introduced. He gave a very interesting and
informative report on the Royal Botanical Gardens of Hamilton Ontario,
Canada, the site of the 1974 Exhibition of the American Peony Society on

June 14-15-16. Visitors will see Peony beds, 1000 varieties of iris blooming,
Lilac' garden of 500 cultivars and many plantings of various flowers at the
Arboretum. Visitation of the Dr. Landis Gardens are planned. All facilities
and roads are good.

Mr. Marvin Karrels, at this time expressed gratitude to the newspapers
for the tremendous publicity given the National Exhibition in Milwaukee.
He reported that the Treasurers books were audited and were in order. The
financial report was accepted by a unanimous vote.

The annual business meeting was adjourned. Greta M. Kessenich
Secretary-Treasurer

IT WAS A GREAT WEEKEND AT MILWAUKEE
John E. Simkins

There are many of our members who have not attended a National Show
and others who have been to so many the novelty (not the enjoyment) has
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worn off. The 1973 show was my second and I think my experience may be
enlightening. Here it is.

My previous exposure was at the Mansfield show of 1972. It was enjoy
able but on a smaller scale than Milwaukee. The latter can only be described
as "Grand* in the traditional sense of the word.

There were 2,000 blooms brought for the show with thousands more
supplied by Roy Klehm to be given to the visitors. I brought about 200
myself by car in ice chests from Oakville Ontario, Canada. About 40 of
these were mine the balance were for Dr. H. Landis of Toronto. It's lots
more fun if you compete.

In the preparation room one sees the experts selecting their blooms and
discussing with each other which to show. Lots of advice was given and
offered and a real camaraderie develops. This was on Friday evening.

Saturday morning we arrived at 7 a.m. and the activity was intense as
the blooms were staged. Changes were made to last night's selection and the
flowers placed in the show.

At 11 a.m. staging was complete and the twelve judges were let loose
in four teams of three each. The show was open, so we watched the judges
at work and saw them selecting the winners.

There was so much to see it was difficult to follow all the activity and
even keep track of ones own entries. There was a continuation of the great
competition between Marvin Karrels and Clarence Lienau in the 25 blooms
class and everyone waited to see who won this year. Then the thrill began
as we searched out our entries for ribbons.

It is not too difficult to win because the novice class is restricted to
those who have never won before. This cuts out the experts in this class.
Then the amateur class is wide open because most of the best competitors
have too large a garden for this class which is restricted to gardens with less
than 200 plants.

There just wasn't time to see all the peonies and each return led to
another discovery.

The new seedling class was of great interest especially for those who
have grown peonies from seed or tried to cross a few. Here the breeders hold
sway with the new varieties they hope to introduce soon. David Reath's icy
pinks were eye catching in this class.

The seminar on hybridizing Saturday afternoon featured Chris Laning
with a slide show of the wotk of Roy Pehrson and others. The main emphasis
was on the cross between tree and herbaceous peonies. The slides on the
characterisation and the resulting seedlings should help us determine at an
early stage if our attempts were successful.

Then the banquet, a meal with old friends. Over dinner we talked with
peony enthusiasts from all over the country.

After an inspiring address by Mr. Erwin Hamme on The Art of Living,
the presentations were made.
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Dr. David Reath presented Mr. Wm. Gratwick and Mr. Nassos Daphnis,
the Professor A. P. Saunders medal for excellence in hybridizing. Dr.
Reath outlined how Mr. Gratwick, a sculptor, patron of the arts breeder of
Arabian horses and Dorset sheep met Mr. Daphnis a sculptor, artist and
photographer at an art show in 1938. This meeting led to a partnership for
the purpose of breeding tree peonies.

Mr. Gratwick had a collection of many of the best Japanese tree peonies
at Pavilion, New York. This was now extended to include all the Saunders
lutea hybrids. These were all planted in a setting of gardens without equal.
This estate was open to the public and was a Mecca for peony lovers from
all over the world. Mr. Daphnis spent a week there each year making crosses.

Professor Saunders gave Mr. Gratwick two seeds which formed one year
on his lutea hybrids. These produced two plants which were named A. and
B. They were self sterile but a cross gave some seeds which produced fertile
plants. These gave Mr. Daphnis some hundreds of seedlings over the years.
The best for vigour, fertility, beauty and variety were introduced.

These are sought by peony fanciers and the supply has never met the
demand.

Last winter the main house at Gratwick's burned down which was a
great loss. Mr. Gratwick has retired from the business and Mr. Gary Seaman
has taken it over. He had been the business manager. He received the medal
on behalf of the recipients and was to present it to them later.

The second recipient of the
award this year was Mr. Roy Pehr
son, which was presented by Mr.
Chris Laning. The speech will be
published in Paeonia, the news letter
of the hybridists group. (This is
available for $2.00 a year to Mr. C.
Laning.) Roy Pehrson is the leader
of this group of about 50 beginning

Chris Laning Silvia Saunders hybridists. His knowledge of the
Roy Pherson, recipient 0} the trends in breeding, the possibilities

A. P. Saunders Medal open for the beginner and his experi
mentation of techniques in pollination, seedling culture and growing and
openness in communicating his successes and failures have over the years
been a great inspiration and help to many hybridists. This has regenerated
this arm of the society concerned with improving the peony.

Mr. Pehrson received his award in person. The president, Mr. Roy
Klehm presented a special award to Greta Kessenich for her stalwart work
as Secretary-Treasurer. This was a beautiful vase decorated with paintings
of peonies.



John Simkins and his award
TOP O' THE RIDGE plaque

For Saunders 10997

The awards to the Court of
Honour were made and it was a
thrill to receive one.

The 1974 show will be held in
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada at the
Royal Botanical Gardens and I
pointed out the major horticultural
features of the area and invited all
the audience to visit Canada in 1974.

Then we held the peony auc
tion. This was a fun filled hour. I

wanted to buy some roots of Japanese herbaceous types because I noticed a
few gaps in the competition in this area. The competition for the many
superior roots offered was really great, but we all got some of what we
wanted. The society benefitted greatly by this activity and every cent spent
was a good investment.

I have never enjoyed an evening
more than the 1973 banquet. I did
n't think this would be topped but
on Sunday we toured the Whitnall
Park Aboretum with many others.
This was followed on Monday by a
visit to Dr. Reath's farm at Vulcan,
Michigan.

This was a day of pure joy. We
walked the peony fields with Dr.
Reath, Miss Saunders, Mr. Laning
to name a few and listened and
learned.

The air was clean, the day crisp
and the ground a beautiful dark
colour. The blooms were at their
peak. I was impressed by the large
tetraploids of Dr. Reath. These were
obtained by dipping seedlings in a
colchicum solution to change the
chromosome count. He also had some
varieties with a cool pink which I
found very appealing, Janice, Ludo-
vica, Cyntheria have this colour. I

Dr. David Reath
Mr. Gary Seaman Mr. Carl Klehm

Auction, after the banquet.

In Whitnall Park
decided to try and get this colour in a double. Dr. Reath offered any pollen
I wanted, to help in this project.
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What could be better than to walk in a field of peonies and listen to
those so interested in them?

This was a memorable week which will never be forgotten. You can
have a week like this next year in Hamilton, Ontario, June 14, 15, 16th.
Mark your calendar now.

AGE OF GOLD
John E. Simkins

This beautiful lutea hybrid is the first tree peony to be awarded the
A.P.S. Gold Medal.

The flower is a double with creamy yellow petals each having a red flare
at the base. A five year old plant will be about thirty inches tall and twenty
four inches in diameter with about 20 blooms. Judging by the older specimens
I saw this spring at Reath's in Vulcan and Gratwick's in Pavilion they reach
a height of three feet to three feet six inches.

The plant produces stems from the ground and becomes wider at the
base each year. This produces a bushier shape than one obtains from the
Japanese tree peonies.

The flowers do not all appear at the same time thus blooming for about
two to three weeks. Most of the blooms appear above the foliage making it
equal in this respect to the Japanese tree peony.

This tree peony grows for me on the south side of a wall in sandy soil
and also in a clay soil in a low lying rather poorly drained area where the
spring drain off takes about one month. This is in Zone 3. Reath's nursery in
Vulcan, Michigan is Zone 2 and he grows them right out in the open fields.
They need no mulch or any special care after the first year.

This beautiful tree peony will grow quite happily with its herbaceous
cousins. Mine has Mlokosewitschi on one side and Roselette on the other.

They are available from David Reith's at Vulcan, Mich, and Louis Smir-
now in Brookville, Long Island, N.Y.

The plant will arrive as a two or three year old graft of an Age of Gold
stem on a herbaceous peony root. Deep planting is a must. Just the tip should
appear above the ground. This will enable the tree peony to form its own
roots later on and then start multiplying. Shallow planting of tree peony
grafts is the major cause of failure. Otherwise the preparation of the planting
hole is the same as for herbaceous peonies. The plant will take two to three
years to establish itself although quite often there will be a bloom on the tip
the first year.

This is the year and Age of Gold is the plant to enlarge your horizon
and add to your enjoyment of our favorite flower.

PEONIES - PEONIES - PEONIES
by W. G. Sindt

Peonies were everywhere in evidence throughout the Domes at the
annual show in Milwaukee. There were tables upon tables covered with
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exhibition blooms and arrangements. In addition every visitor was carrying
a peony given to him upon entering the building. Each bloom had two tags,
one with the variety name, the other with the notation that the flower was
presented by the American Peony Society. These presentation blooms, 15,000
of them were through the courtesy of the APS president, Roy Klehm, who
brought up two truckloads for distribution. On behalf of the Society
THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU.

68th Annual Exhibition of the American Peony Society
By Charlotte E. Sindt

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was host city to the 68th. Annual Exhibition of
the American Peony Society June 15, 16, 17. Co-sponsors were the Milwaukee
County Parks Commission and the Milwaukee Journal. The week of the
exhibition was named Peony Week in Milwaukee by proclamation, doing
honor to the flower for which the show was held.

No less auspicious was the welcome afforded the viewers of the show
at the magnificent Mitchell Park Conservatory, site of the famed horticultural
"Domes". Greeted at the door by a representative of the APS, every visitor
was given a peony. Straight ahead, occupying the center of the lobby, against
a wall of stone, was the Court of Honor, blooms that had "made it" to top
placings in the show. Around the sides were more than a thousand specimens
from the United States and Canada, beautiful peonies of all types. Not only
did they attract the admiration and wonder of peony enthusiasts, but of the
public as well, many of whom had questions about their very existence.

The setting for this year's show, the Horticultural Conservatory in
Mitchell Park, was especially well suited to such an exhibition. Radiating
out from the central lobby are three flower domes: a fragrant flowering
garden under glass, a lush tropical forest, a desert oasis of exotic cacti and
succulents.

Another passageway led to the preparation room from which exhibitors
had carried their flowers. Hundreds of blooms still remained, many of them
still lovely, and all of them a magnificent display of discards.

Surely a word of commendation is due the show chairman, Joe Glocka,
and to Marvin Karrels and Roy Klehm and to the exhibitors who made it
all possible. It was a good display, well arranged and well shown. Many
thanks are also due the guards and other employees of the Conservatory, all
of whom were most cooperative and helpful.

CLASSIFYING THE NEW PEONIES
by J. Franklin Styer, West Chester, Pennsylvania

The outburst of activity in hybridizing peonies which is exciting all who
love these flowers, and which is also reviving interest in the American Peony
Society, is likely to put new names into the nomenclature. We old-timers
who used to classify peonies for our convenience into single, Japanese,
anemone, bomb, and rose "types," and the tree peonies into "French" and
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"Japanese," will soon find the breeders identifying their new stuff with very
different group names.

In the early days of botanical exploration it became clear that many
plants with major differences still could freely interbreed and were therefore
within the same species; such differences were called sub-species, forms,
varieties and other designations, all in Latin terms. Differences of similar
rank in cultivated plants came, in the English, to be called "varieties.'' This
produced a confused public understanding of the "variety," in English, and
the "varietas" in Latin, which by now, of course, mean entirely different
concepts. This confusion is now being dispelled by the use of the term "cul-
tivar" in horticulture to replace the English term "variety," which is now
supposed to refer only to the botanical grouping.

Horticulture diverged still further from pure botany when numerous
hybridizations between species were made. Botanists, sticking their heads
into the sand, refused to provide a practical nomenclature for hybrids; when
forced to admit their existence they simply allowed them to be given specific
rank with new names.

An example of this over-simplification might be given. A hybrid of
Berberis julianae with B. verruculosa was named Berberis gladwynensis.
Now in successful crosses of this kind, a great many seedlings may be pro
duced, differing considerably more than the plants within either species may
have differed; yet botany decreed all these to be B. gladwynensis. This name
neither indicates the source of the material nor the degrees of variation
within it.

The horticultural Code solves the problem by creating the category of
"grex" or hybrid group. It permits us, for example, to divide these Berberis
cultivars into grexes (greges in Latin) in any logical way, giving each grex
an English name like the "Philadelphia" or the "Pittsburgh" hybrids. The
final official adoption of such grex names would be confirmed by the Inter
national Authority for Berberis, if such should be considered useful.

This has become common practice in several plant groups; the Roses
have their Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, and Grandifloras; the Lilies have a
number of such group names; the Rhododendrons have their Exburys,
Kurumes, Ghents, and many others. The latest rhododendron group, still
quite unofficial of course, is called the Yaks.

It would appear that the membership would be well served by a division
into grexes of the peony hybrids now being produced. The Society can allow
the breeders to do this, being of itself only a recording party. If the grouping
should later be found in some way impractical or illogical, the Society could
step in to legislate a correction.

It should be pointed out that the actual genetic content of the crosses
need not be considered in naming and classifying a grex; that is up to the
scientific fraternity involved. Two cultivars from different crossings, if suffi
ciently alike in horticultural use, should be put in the same grex, so that the
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public can get a good idea of their similar usefulness.
It may appeal to them to perpetuate the name of Professor Saunders

as the name of a hybrid grex. This would not include all of his crosses, nor
be restricted to them, but should apply to a certain type of peony, wherever
or whenever registered.

All this is in the interest of good order. Peonies grow slowly. We have
time in which to classify the material better than most other Societies. A
discussion of this matter among our hybridizers is indicated. Certainly, the
rank and file would be less confused when these cultivars are in the market.

PEONY CULTURE
by William H. Krekler, Sommerville, Ohio

In Ohio, after the frost kills the top of the peony in September, we
think is the best time to transplant herbaceous peonies. We have always
planted from August first until the soil froze hard, about Thanksgiving time
but the September plantings were always the best. Their buds were fully
developed then and they still had time to make roots before the ground
froze.

In California, there is no frost to kill the tops, so they should be cut
to the ground in autumn to force a rest period. It is advisable to plant
peonies on the north side of buildings, in that area. It is not so hot and the
soil will not dry out so quickly. Water frequently.

Root divisions may be kept over winter in cold storage for spring sales.
They should have plenty of roots because they can make few, if any, before
hot weather comes. Spring planting avoids the frost heaving problem. Getting
soil replaced over heaved plants before they start to dry is a messy wet
task. Older established plants seldom heave, unless in a very wet place.

In new plantings, a mulch will help avoid heaving. A mulch is not to
keep a new plant warm but only to keep the soil frozen. It keeps the sun
shine from contacting the soil and thus thawing it.

Every time the soil thaws and then freezes that night it pulls up the
plant, little by little. Do not let it thaw.

Grass clippings, leaves and fine mulches pack down and cuts off air,
which may cause mold, rot and holds too much moisture.

Coarse mulches as corn stalks, evergreen boughs, excelsior, a thin layer
of straw, will shade the soil yet will permit air to the surface.

Never use hay as the seed will grow and you will have a meadow to hoe
out later.

A low growing winter grass got started in our rows, which was too low
to do damage and it helped to keep the soil frozen and from washing. The
peonies that I have sold in Alaska always did well, if they were properly
mulched.

After a peony clump has been washed clean and diseased parts (if any)
cut out, cut roots back to about six inches in length.



When digging, why try to get long roots, as they will be cut off later.
Most generally, you can cut at least one division off the side of the clump.
The remainder of the clump can usually be cut in two or perhaps three nearly
equal parts.

Use a short sharp butcher or small hunting knife, but do not cut until
you have carefully figured where to cut, so you will have an equal number
of buds on each part. Now with a good sharp peeling or pocket knife make
remaining divisions, providing any can be made with buds on each one.
Always cut away from your holding hand. Should your knife hit an unseen
soft rotten place and suddenly zip through, your hand would not be in its
path. My hand has many scares attesting to my being in too much of a
hurry. Always cover the thumb of your hand that holds the knife, with a
thumb guard. Easily obtained, from cutting a finger or thumb out of a tough
old leather glove. Always use, as you cut toward it, in trimming a division.

Peony divisions may be kept in bushel baskets containing barely moist
old sawdust until ready to ship. Fresh new sawdust will heat and be too hot.
Sawdust too wet, will rot roots. Never put sawdust in a trench or hole with
peony roots as this may cause them to dry. It may be put on top of the soil
as a light mulch. I use sawdust an inch or so deep on seeds that I have
sprinkled on top of a bed. Place seeds about one inch apart. This sawdust
helps prevent soil drying, and weed seeds from sprouting. (Keep seedlings
weeded and transplant in two years, in rows.)

Hybrid peonies are divided about the same as lactifloras, also Hybrid
seedlings take longer to attain flowering size than lactifloras.

Every variety is marked with a one by four inch heavy plastic vinyl
label, on which the name is written with a common soft lead pencil. It is then
varnished (not shellac) over the pencil marks, so later the soil can be rubbed
off the label, with thumb without smudging the pencil marks. These tags are
pinned to the ground, in the row with a galvanized nine inch long gutter nail
that has a rather big head. My Gravely mower can cut off peony tops, in
autumn and pass above these labels, without harming them. These labels
last for many years. Always keep a record book in case some mischievous
youngster pulls up your nail stake. Zeneb, with a poison for thrip makes a

good peony spray.
Do not buy peonies according to price. High price generally means that

the peony is new and as yet, scarce. It may or may not be superior. A peony
named does not mean that it is perfect but only that it is too good to be put
on the compost pile. During the flowering season, try to go to local peony
nurseries and take names of YOUR (not his) favorites. Also see if his stock

is young, vigorous and healthy. Never, never buy peonies that you see flower
ing only on any one date but be sure to have early hybrids, midseason, singles,
Japs etc. also late doubles. Late reds are scarce. Do not judge which varieties
will always flower on our Memorial Day as flowering dates may vary a week
or so.



Plant peonies that you will cut to be your guests or for graves, in an
inconspicuous place. Cutters should carry blooms high above their bush, so
you may have a complete harvest without cutting leaves. Never cut over half
of the flowers of a peony plant. For landscaping, with peonies, select a peony
with flowers that are low on the bush but not nestled down among the leaves.
We should use more dwarf varieties (as Dutch Dwarf,) for edging walks and
beds, on graves, and spotted here and there in low evergreen foundation beds.
Peonies make a lovely hedge, when planted about two feet apart. A real show
place is a wide border of peonies, with blooming date from first to last of
season, with some bulbs, daylillies, phlox and mums, intermingled.

Plant this mide irregular bed in front of a background of better shrubs,
with a wide sod walkway between so roots and shade of the bushes will not
harm the peonies. This border of peonies should average about four feet
apart. Some better bushes are rhododendrons, hardy azaleas, clethra, Ilex,
prunus triloba, persian lilac, some viburnums, with an occasional hemlock,
canoe birch clump or dogwood tree.

For beginners some dependable reasonable priced varieties of peonies
are (red) TEMPEST, MONTEZUMA, RED CHARM (blush and rose)
WESTERNER, FLAME, Mrs. F. D. ROOSEVELT AND DAWN PINK
(Near White) MISS AMERICA, MYRTLE GENTRY AND DO TELL.

Plant and enjoy more peonies.

PROPAGATING PEONIES
by Silvia Saunders

Reprinted from the Bidletin August, 1971
By permission of The Horticultural Society of New York

HERBACEOUS PEONIES
To propagate any herbaceous peony, dig up the plant; cut off all the

stems to one inch, wash it clean with a hose, and using a very sharp knife,
divide it carefully. Be sure that the buds (or "eyes") remain with the roots
that directly nourish them. It is good to have three or more eyes to each
division. Plant these with the eyes no more than 1 or iV4 inches deep. The
hole should have been prepared well ahead, with nice topsoil and an organic
fertilizer. Fall is the best time for dividing. The plant is dormant, yet the
divisions have a chance to become established in their new holes before the
onset of frost.

TREE PEONIES
Tree Peonies and their hybrids are propagated by grafting, a procedure

more easily learned by watching than by reading. The idea is to cut off a
section of tree peony stem, taper it to a wedge shape and insert it into a
slit in the end of an herbaceous peony root. (The stem we call the scion; the
herbaceous root is the understock. The latter will act as "nurse" till the
scion has sprouted its own rootlets; a question of time.)

A long stem is cut into sections 3 to 5 inches long, each containing one,
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or better yet, two, small but plump buds in its leaf-joints. This is essential.
Beware of leaf joints which enclose only a measely little snip; this is worth
less. The bud must look as if it contained something, as indeed it does:
your future plant. Use the top of the stem too, with its fat terminal bud.

For the understock, any ordinary peony is good, except Paeonia offi
cinalis which suckers. Take a piece of root, 4-6 inches long, and into one
end, cut a wedge-shaped slit that will exactly receive the scion as you insert
it. Tie them tightly together. This is your graft. Immersion for a half-hour
in a clorox solution (one tablespoonful to a gallon of water) to help keep
fungus away. You may also brush melted wax or paraffin around and over
the "join" to help keep it air- and moisture-proof.

Tree peonies are not harmed by having scion material cut from them;
they can even be very severely pruned without harm. Fall is the best time
for grafting; then you get your new grafts into the ground well before frosts.
If not ready to plant out your grafts immediately, you may hold them in a
pile of sawdust or earth, kept moist (not wet, and covered from rains with
plastic sheeting) up to several weeks if need be. Theoretically, the graft
"knits" in the cool moisture, and so is much more impervious to frost dam
age. Grafts should be planted with the top of the scion well below ground
level: 3 or 4 inches at least. Plant vertically, or slant in a trench. If you wish,
bank over them a mound of earth, with or without evergreen boughs, or
some other insulation for the first winter. This should all be removed in
spring. Even the best and most experienced nurserymen usually lose half
their grafts the first year, and half the remainder in the second year.

IRON DEFICIENCY CHLOROSIS
by Roy Pehrson

This is a condition which may never be encountered in some plantings
of peonies. On other soils it may constitute a fairly serious problem because
valuable plants can be destroyed by it. The symptoms are so easily recognized
and the cure is so quick and easy that a brief discussion of the problem
should serve a useful purpose.

In peonies, as in all other susceptible plants, two symptoms always
exist together. The leaves of course are much yellowed from a severe, or
even total lack of chlorophyll, but the veins of the leaves remain green. This
is rather odd, because the veins in a normally colored peony leaf are usually
a bit lighter in color than the rest of the leaf. Sometimes the condition can
be very mild and may not be recognized at first glance. In my garden there
are several very large old clumps of lactifloras which will have several stems
on one side of the plant with only slightly yellowed leaves. It is the prominent
green veins in these that reveals the cause. Apparently a reasonably small
plant of lactiflora in my garden can obtain from the soil all the iron it needs
to grow normally, whereas a very large plant may be lightly stressed.

The lutea-suffruticosa tree peony hybrids are probably quite a bit more
susceptable. While this is not "tree peony country" I had purchased two
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plants of ALICE HARDING in the hope that I could get them to bloom
and then use them in crossings with lactifloras. These were quite small
grafts, and the one which later became yellowed grew rather slowly the
first two years. The following year (1071) the plant was very yellow and
looked weak and unhealthy. In 1972 the color was no better and the plant
had become smaller. It was only then that a careful look at the plant made
me realize what was wrong. This spring I treated the plant just as growth
was starting and the plant started to prosper right away.

The experts in these matters tell us that the chlorophyll molecule does
not contain iron. It does have, in its very complex structure a single atom
of manganese. We are told that this atom of manganese finds its proper
place only throught the good offices of an atom of iron, which somehow acts
somewhat like a catalyst in putting it there. So, if the plant is unable to
obtain from the soil the iron needed for the process, no chlorophyll is pro
duced and the plant cannot function. Unless the inbalance is corrected in
some way the plant will die.

There are probably no soils which do not contain enough iron to enable
plants to thrive. Some soils, of either acid or alkaline types have much of
their iron content "locked up" in insoluble compounds with other elements
in such ways that certain species of plants cannot obtain enough for their
needs. In my own highly calcarious soil (hydrogen-iron concentration number
about 7.8) this "lock-up'' is a result of the high calcium content. Chlorosis
is not a severe problem for me, because, aside from that tree peony only a
large pin oak and clematis plants are particularly prone to show very promi
nent symptoms.

The secret of curing affected plants is to provide them with a supply of
iron in such form that the soil calcium cannot quickly inactivate it. There
are preparations in which iron is "sequestered" or "bound" to another com
pound in such a way that calcium cannot destroy this bond, yet plant roots
can readily absorb it. A number of years ago I purchased three one-pound
containers of "Sequestrine", which is an iron chelate containing 10% iron
and made by the Geigy Chemical Corporation. This is a yellow powder,
readily soluble in water. It is entirely non-toxic to plants so there is no
danger of hurting a plant by overdosing. I simply stir several big spoons
full into a pail of water and pour this over the plant before the leaves
develop. In it's effect it is as deserving of being called a "miracle drug" as

is penecillin.
I suppose that this product is still being marketed, although I have not

seen it in the stores I visited in the last several years. Most home gardeners
don't have much need for this kind of material, but it is likely that the
outlets which furnish supplies to nurserymen and market gardeners would
have it or something similar. If you should fail to find it I suppose that iron
sulfate might also work pretty well, but that it might be necessary to repeat
the application each season.



FIFTH HYBRIDIZERS' WORKSHOP
By Silvia Saunders

The Fifth Annual Hybridists' Seminar took place at the Milwaukee
Show on Saturday, June 16, at 1:30. We had a comfortable lecture hall in
a building separated from the Domes themselves by a short walk through
the well-kept grounds of the Mitchell Horticultural Park. The Moderator
was Chris Laning, one of our new Directors elected a year ago, who with
his wife Lois, comprises the very able Editorial team of our Newsletter
PAEONIA. Chris is a comparative newcomer to peonies, and full of infec
tious enthusiasm. His audience was about the usual size for these Work
shops: some fifteen "regulars" and ten or twelve newcomers.

Chris began by launching right into a discussion of the yellow tree peony
species that are so interesting to hybridists just now: Lutea and Potanini
are two of them; trollioides and Ludlowi are two more. He had some hand
some slides, both in color and black-and-white, sent him by Don Hollings-
worth of Kansas City for the purpose. They showed different kinds of bloom,
and of foliage; some were of adorable baby seedlings, too young to leave
their mothers; others showed glass jars full of moist vermiculite as a growing
medium, containing sprouted seeds with visible rootlets one or one-and-a-
half inches long.

Roy Pehrson, one of our standbys in hybridizing matters, fielded balls
with Chris. They discoussed for instance whether you could tell, from the
earliest baby foilage on a seedling, whether it was a true hybrid or not;
whether your cross had "taken."

Chris then told us something about the so-called "Ito cross" the
cross long thought by experts to be impossible (they had all attempted it
many times) between herbaceous and tree peonies, that was finally
achieved by Mr. Toichi Ito of Japan in 1948 or 49. The story of this success
was written by Mr. Louis Smirnow in Bulletin No. 184, for March 1967. Mr.
Smirnow also introduced into this country three of the actual hybrid plants:
Yellow Crown, Yellow Emperor, and Yellow Heaven, which are now all
available on the market.

As I have tried to suggest, this is considered a pretty difficult and
advanced cross; for my feeling, Chris was beginning at the Ph. D. end of
hybridizing; he was assuming that his audience already knew a good deal
about peonies and peony breeding. Perhaps they did, indeed; more than I
would dare assume. At least, with that approach, there is no danger of your
"talking down" to them!

P. Ludlowi was then thoroughly discussed: its climatic demands are
the chief concern for the United States, for it apparently will only feel at
home in the very warm edge skirting our southern states and the warm parts
of the West Coast. Don Hollingsworth has told all this, and told it very well,
in Bulletin No. 196, for March-April, 1970. When it is happy, as I have
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seen it in Kew Gardens in England, it grows into a very large shrub or even,
you might say, a small tree.

They then discussed pollens: how to test them for viability; and how
to store them. Roy Pehrson cautioned that when out hybridizing in your
garden or nursery, do not let the pollens you have in your basket become
exposed to the sun. Overheating seems to be bad news for them. On the
other hand you may keep them fresh in your freezer for over a year and
still use them the following spring. All this from Roy. Others who joined in
the discussion were Edward Lee Michau, a new director, from Kansas, David
Reath, Gary Seaman, and Allen Harper.

The Hybridists' Seminar, or Workshop, now seems to be pretty well
established. It may never attract larger audiences, and that may not prove
important. Too many people, and it might become difficult to conduct it as
a true "seminar"; newcomers might be shy about speaking up. Certainly
more and more people are growing hybrids and bringing them to our shows.
The peony is without a doubt our most Unexplored Perennial, and these
Workshops should help in opening up new paths of Exploration of it.

THE SAUNDERS MEDAL ONCE AGAIN AWARDED
The Saunders Medal, in memory of the hybridist A. P. Saunders, was

once again awarded this past June at the Saturday evening banquet of our
Milwaukee Show. The medal was first given in 1968, then again in 1972,
and now this year. Each time it has been awarded to two men; the first awards
were to Mr. John C. Wister and to Mr. Edward Auten Jr. The second pair
to receive it were Mr. L. W. Cousins of Canada and Mr. Toichi Ito of Japan.
This year one medal went to Mr. E. L. Pehrson of Lafayette, Minnesota and
one to William Gratwick and Nassos Daphnis, of Gratwick Tree Peonies in
Pavilion, New York.

In an issue that recounts all the awards and experiences of our last

June's Show, there is not space to give both citations entire; it must suffice
to give the gist and perhaps a paragraph or two, from each. It was Dr. David
Reath who read the citation for the Gratwick-Daphnis award; Gary Seaman
accepted the medal and promised to carry it back to the awardees. This
citation, after listing the many talents and accomplishments of each man,
and after telling of their first meeting in 1938, went on to describe the
highly complex program of hybridizing that has now brought forth the
DAPHNIS HYBRIDS, as they are known.

This great race of hybrid tree peonies often have larger flowers than
their predecessors, with similar subtle or brilliant coloring, on stiffer stems.
Several blooms per stem on at least one variety makes for a longer blooming
season. Plant vigor has been strengthened, but best of all is the fertility of
the plants, which the first generation almost completely lacked. To quote:
"The success of the program that produced the Daphnis Hybrids is now a
matter of record: the first "reverse'' cross; back crosses that put new vigor



into the ancient Moutan Tree Peony; F-2's and F-3's and beyond; and a
complicated series of crosses utilizing the Saunders hybrids, the species
lutea, and the best of the Japanese Tree Peonies, including "Rock's variety",
and the list continues to expand."

The citation for the award to E. L. Pehrson, which was read by Chris
Laning, emphasized the untiring patience with which this man has given of
his time, his energies and his knowledge towards helping younger peony
enthusiasts. He has, for the four years of existence of the Newsletter
PAEONIA been its "leader and teacher in hybridizing." He coaxes, urges,
stimulates and yes, even bribes the beginning hybridist, with offers of seeds
(sprouted seeds, at that) and roots, of fancy hybrids, designed to save five,
ten or sometimes fifteen years of work and time. It spoke also of his own fine
hybrid "Lullaby" which we have seen on our Show tables the past two or
three years; and it ended by saying: "in short, he is that frosting on the
cake of life, the Teacher."

The Saunders Medals are of silver, about two inches mide, with a like
ness (said to be an extremely good one) of Dr. Saunders on one side, and
on the reverse, with the date and the name of the awardee, a very few words
denoting his particular contribution. Roy Pehrson's read: "Dedicated friend
and tireless helper to beginning hybridists''. The wording on the other was:
"William Gratwick and Nassos Daphnis, who first carried Tree Peony
Hybrids to advanced generations."

NEW HORTICULTURAL GARDEN,
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

AMES, IOWA
by Dr. Griffith J. Buck, Associate Professor

Department of Horticulture
Our current peony plantings came about largely because of Mr. Auten's

gift. He called me one October morning, almost before sunrise, with the pro
nouncement that he did not expect to be "around forever" and wanted to
put a collection of what he considered his best peony hybrids where they
could be maintained. We were glad that this could be done, and his offer
was accepted. As luck would have it, the day the peonies arrived, we received
notice that our gardens were being preempted for a new building. So, the
peonies were put into cold storage until spring when they were planted at
the Horticulture farm at the southwest edge of Ames. Thye were moved at
2-3 year intervals until three years ago they made the last move into the
new gardens. We have lost only three of the varieties and have plans to
replace them this fall.

The planting now includes approximately 125 Auten varieties, several
hybrids such as Moonrise, Prairie Moon, Laura Magnusson, etc., and several
of the Klehm introductions. We hope to add a few tree peony-herbaceous
Peony hybrids, and some species. But, this is a long range effort and will not
be accomplished over-night.



Our principal interest is in having good specimen plantings to use in
teaching students about the possibilities inherent in the flower.

FROM THE UNIVERSITY REPORT
ON THE NEW HORTICULTURE GARDEN

The spot of colorful beauty which you see between Sixth Street and the
railroad as you approach the campus from the east is the new Horticulture
Garden, only now beginning to come into development after re-location
from land on which the Agronomy Building and Bessey Hall now stand.

Almost any time from early May until frost is a good time to view the
garden's displays which are especially strong in roses, with about 500 varie
ties at present. Iowa State has participated in the Ail-American Rose Selec
tion Program since its inception, and the University itself released seven
new roses last year. The garden also has exceptional collections of peonies,
iris, hemerocallis and geraniums. It has eight introductions of geraniums to
its its credit, and is about to release two more.

The garden is really a teaching laboratory that is used not only by
students of horticulture, but also those in botany and landscape architecture.
It contains most of the common annuals and a number of the uncommon
ones which can be grown in Iowa. As yet, no bulbs and few perennials have
been planted, but these are planned as the new garden develops further and
spreads to the east.

Its present area of about 1.85 acres was laid out by landscape architec
ture students, and eventually it may include about 4 acres. This would bring
it back to about the size it once reached in its old location where it was
started by the late T. J. Maney and E. A. Piester about the time of World
War I. Maney was a faculty member from his Iowa State graduation in 19 12

until his death in 1945, and was known for his horticultural research, includ
ing the development of dwarf apple tree stocks, and roses. The Maney juni
per, which he developed, is a popular one today. The garden was advanced
further by the late E. S. Haber, who came to Iowa State in 1290, and was
head of the Department of Horticulture from 1947 until his death in 1961.

Griffith J. Buck of the Department of Horticulture is now in charge of
the garden, and he is also responsible for the new introductions of roses and
geraniums which have come from Iowa State.

An unexpected star of the garden is heliotrope, whose lively color and
wonderfully sweet fragrance made it popular with our grandmothers, but
which virtually has disappeared from today's gardens. Buck managed to
procure a few seeds from which he has developed a new strain he has
named "Iowa." You will see its broad head of small, dark violet flowers
among the geraniums just as you enter the garden from the west, and per
haps you'll exclaim over its beauty and rich perfume as have so many other
garden goers.

Buck reports the garden is increasing steadily in popularity among
campus visitors, and has even been the site of several weddings!



HOW KLEHM'S NURSERY GERMINATES PEONY SEEDS
By Roy G. Klehm

We, as a nursery, have been germinating peony seeds in our peony
breeding program for about 50 years this is the method we use:

The seeds are harvested when the peony pods start to split open or when
the seeds start to brown off inside the pod. We immediately shell the seed
out of the pods and mix them with just moist brown Canadian Sphagnum
Peat Moss. No two seeds should touch each other. We put each cross in a
separate metal container. About the middle of October, when we feel the
ground will remain naturally moist from the fall rains, the seeds are planted
directly into outdoor beds which have been previously gassed with methyl
bromide to control weed seeds. We plant the seeds, peat moss and all, in 4 ft.
wide trenches 2 in. deep. Each cross has its own permanent wooden label.
The cross having been written on the 1x2 stake label in wet paint so the
writing dries into the paint and lasts 4 to 5 more years. The beds are then
mulched in mid-December with fir branches left over from our Christmas
tree operation. This mulch helps to even soil temperature fluctuations. The
mulch is removed in mid-March. The peony seeds generally sprout the first
Spring. Peony seeds have what I call a double dormancy they have a seed

coat dormancy and a chemical or physiological dormancy. We break the
seed coat dormancy with our peat moss treatment between August and
October. We let nature adjust the physiological dormancy through a good
old-fashioned winter.

The seedlings are left in the bed for two years and then transplanted
early in August to a field which has never had previous peonies grown. We
plant the seedlings in 4 ft. wide rows 18 inches apart. This allows for
mechanical cultivation. From these fields we make our first selections of
potential new varieties.

SPRING 1973 -
by Kenneth J. Welsch, Miamisburg, Ohio

After about 25 years of continous growing and viewing enjoyment, I
have this year experienced my first almost complete (90%) devastating
freeze, to my collection of about 100 plants both to the buds and to plant
foliage.

Starting early in April and continuing through most of May a series of
3 ice freezes made my patch a "Disaster Area'' even though it started more
than a month ago the killing affects are still visable by the molded black
foliage on most all the bushes especially the younger ones. Well, according
to the law of averages, I've been lucky for 25 years, so if it doesn't freeze
again for 10 years I still have a lot of enjoyable peony growing and viewing
to do in the years to come, and just think there is no TAX on it either.
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PEONY BLIGHT
Submitted by Mr. Clyde Goodman, Oregon, Wisconsin

The plating of your peony on a special medium* showed Phytophthora
cactorum. It is a water mold (fungus).

The disease ic called Peony Blight (Photophthora stem blight). It is
very heavy in many peony plantings around the state this year. Symptoms
may be confused with Botrytis bligh,t which is apparently not common

this year.
CONTROL.

Chemicals such as maneb or
Daconil 2787 should prevent further
spread as well as keep secondary
Botrytis in check.

Blighted areas should be cut
out. When possible, replace the top
2" of soil around the plant with
fresh soil or sand.

Medium used:
Cornmeal agar and Pimiracin

and Vancomycin, Pimiracin and Van
comycin and antibiotics. This is a
special medium for Phytophthora.

Peony Blight University of Wisconsin
Phytophthora stem blight Madison, Wisconsin
A foliage blight, which resembles that caused by Botrytis, is caused by

the fungus PHYTOPHTHORA. It has been found in several localities and
may occur in many more, possibly being mistaken at times for Botrytis. In
general, the affected parts are darker or nearly black. The buds and foliage
seems to be attacked first but under suitable weather conditions entire
shoots may be blighted. Resting spores are produced in the infected parts,
which are probably the means of surviving the winter.

"Boyds Manual"

PEONIES, Minnesota Horticultural Society Convention
A general flower show was held in conjunction with the Minnesota

Horticultural Society Convention on June 25, 26, 27. There were 76 classes
in the Horticulture Division, with sections for roses, peonies, annuals, peren
nials, house plants, ornamental foliages, and vegetables. The peony section
was divided into eleven classes. Blue ribbon winning varieties were: Gay
Cavalier, Mrs. J. V. Edlund, Hansina Brand, Vivid Rose, Kansas, Owatonna,
Carrara, Silver Sails, and Patricia Hanratty. Patricia Hanratty, shown by
W. G. Sindt, was the peony section winner and reserve champion in the
show. There were 66 specimen peonies shown and a total of 361 entries in
the entire show. The grand champion was a five year old maple grove bonsai.
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THE PEONY. PATRICIA HANRATTY
The late Edward J. Gardner of west De Pere and Horicon, Wisconsin

hybridized a number of peonies and lilac varieties. Many of the peonies were
not registered with the American Peony Society until the 1950 s. Mr. Gardner
had small nurseries in both Wisconsin towns. Nurserymen came from other

areas, especially the Milwaukee area
to select his varieties for planting.
Since his death, the Gardner Nursery
has not been maintained, so his origi
nations are extremely rare and diffi
cult to purchase.

Uncle Ed had little time for
anything but flowers. Hybridizing
was his feat. A pink lilac patented
by him is planted in several leading
Arboreta in this country.

He was never completely satis
fied with the results of a new cross,
the perfectionist that he was! When
he decided that a variety worthy of
introduction, he named it after one
of his family.

Patricia Hanratty on the Court
of Honor National Exhibition

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Exhibitor, W. G. Sindt

Patricia Hanratty was given that name because it is big for a Japanese
variety and Uncle Ed and my mother Leone Gardner Hanratty, thought it
looked like me! Patricia Hanratty Wysocky

III PEONY ARRANGING SERIES
By Mrs. K. W. Fisher, St. Paul, Minnesota

Now that the flower show season is well along, you have had many op
portunities to observe flower arrangements entered in competition, and of
course, have been practicing on your family and guests. Unfortunately,
skill at arranging flowers, like anything else, requires more than just the
desire to do it. It cannot be overemphasized that practice is the key to
proficiency.

Collecting containers is an interesting sideline to the interest in arrang
ing flowers. Tastes change, as well as styles, and containers we thought were
the very best a few years ago have migrated to the rear Of the shelves, to be
replaced with new acquisitions. Others have remained in favor for years. Once
you have started using cut flowers as decoration, you are constantly on the
lookout for interesting accessories, plant material and a variety of containers
and mechanics.

Be on the lookout for unusual branches which can be dried and used
time and time again, especially when flowers are in short supply and need to
be supplemented to make an arrangement large enough to meet one's needs.



In my arranging area, there is cord strung between the joists with branches,
sticks and other interesting plant material suspended for easy selection. Mats
and bases for both interest and protection of fine furniture and stored in
cabinets below the arranging counter.

An interest in using the cut peonies in a decorative manner rather than
as show specimens requires growing varieties especially adaptable to arrang
ing. Of course, any peony grown under poor conditions will be small, and
therefore easier to arrange than a beautiful well grown bombshell type. Not
that the big peonies do not have a use as cut flowers, but they do have limita
tions when the size is large and the space is small.

Here is a short list of peonies which have proved especially adaptable
for arranging. It is by no means all of the suitable varieties, but it does in
clude ones readily available, in a variety of colors and forms, and all of
which have been thoroughly tested the hard way by transporting and enter
ing them in shows.
KRINKLED WHITE white single, used in the champion arrangement in

the National Show, 19 71
OW ATANNA blush single, champion in 1972
GAY PAREE pink and white Jap
WALTER FAXON orange pink double not bluish a lovely color
MAHOGANY very dark red single hybrid
CORALIE coral pink single hybrid
CYTHEREA- coral pink semi-double hybrid
RUTH ELIZABETH red double
DULUTH pure white double
CARRARA all white Jap

Peony foliage is excellent to use at any time of the year. Pay special
attention to the variations in the foliage of your varieties, and you will
find that some are particularly interesting. The foliage holds up well when
cut, and in a pinch you can get by without a long hardening process. This is
important if at the last minute what you had planned does not work out and
you need foliage in a hurry. Keep this in mind throughout the garden season

the poor plant nearest the basement door has survived many a midnight
raid the night before a show.

Keep up the practicing, and by the next National Peony Show, you
may be a ribbon winner, too.

50 YEARS OF PEONY SHOWS!
In 1922 the first Peony Show was held in Grand Forks. The founders of

the Show, and the North Dakota Peony Society which was organized the
same year, were Max B. Kannowski, Supt. of Parks, and M. C. Bachelor,
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce. The goal was to stimulate interest
in growing peonies and other garden flowers, and to exhibit them at the
Annual Show.



Since that time the Show has been held continuously with the exception
of one year, and the members of the society have worked consistently to
interest people in growing the better and newer varieties of these showy
perennials. It has developed into one of the most beautiful flower shows in
the state, with the quality of the blooms and the new varieties exhibited equal
to those found anywhere in America. Two National Peony Shows have been
held here.

As we pass the 50 year mark, the Society looks forward to many more
Shows in years to come. A salute to peonies. North Dakota's most beautiful
flower.

The golden anniversary of the North Dakota Peony Society was marked
by a beautiful show held at the Grand Forks Ice Arena June 18-19, 1973
where the shows have been held for a number of years. In a garden-like set
ting of potted trees, shrubs, garden furniture and even a fountain, the flowers
were well displayed. The Court of Honor was set up on a large round table,
covered with gold paper and backed by mirror screens that reflected the top
prize-winning blooms, an elegant setting.

The Grand Champion peony was "Red Charm", won by George Tollef-
son of Fargo, North Dakota. The Sweepstakes Cup went to Ralph Rohde
who had a large entry of the newer hybrid varieties. The Founders Trophy,
a gold cup proper for the occasion, was won by Harry Rice with a bloom of
Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt.

The Court of Honor included "Seashell'' best pink single by Rohde;
"Golden Glow" best hybrid by Franklin Page of Hamilton, North Dakota;
"Ruth Clay" best red single by George Simons; "Harry F. Little" best white,
and "Mrs. Harry F. Little" best flesh, both won by Mrs. Ed Olson; "J. W.
Wiegeld" best dark pink by Mrs. O. Lewis Ugland; "Kansas" best red
double, by Page; and "Plainsman" best white single by Rohde.

Among the newer varieties exhibited were perfect blooms of Great Lady,
Chief Justice, Angelo Cobb Freeborn, Red Dandy, Prairie Moon, Cytherea,
Requiem, Clare de Lune, Moonstone. A few Tree Peonies were entered.

Judge was Dr. Neal Holland of the North Dakota State University in
Fargo.

The annual meeting is to be held this month with new officers elected
then.

Submitted by Mrs. Frances B. Kannowski
President, North Dakota Peony Society

* * * *

October Sow seed picked in August transplant and planting time.

November Still Transplant and Planting time until ground freezes up.
Apply grannular Princeps by Giegy for weed control in large
plantings go to District Sunday Dinners Mulch tree and
1st year peonies in later November.
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TREE PEONY TOPICS
By Louis Smirnow

Very little has been written
about the tree peony for landscape
use. All of us are familiar with the
colors of the various types of tree
peonies. The Japanese and European
varieties have colors which range
from pure white to subtle shadings
of pink, rose, cherry, purple, violet,
salmon, maroon, scarlet and red,
while the Lutea hybrids broaden the
color spectrum with the yellow and
gold shades. Also in this group there
are various subtle and bold shadings
of orange, pearled lavender, rose,

black-red, crimson and maroon. Many appearing in an array of blends, mix
tures, suffusions, overtones and delicate edgings.

In the autumn the leaves turn slowly to vivid scarlets, corals, and
bronzes only with the arrival of winter does this rich display fade and
disappear.

The foliage of the tree peony differs in size from the tiny fernleaf foliage
of CHINESE DRAGON to the large foliage of the European and Japanese
varieties.

We have used the lutea hybrids AURORE for foundations because of
the perfectly symmetrical shape of the matured plant. It will form a perfect
mound. ALICE HARDING is a very low grower and should be planted in
front of a border or bed. ARCADIA is the tallest of all and should be
placed in the background. KAMADA FUJI and YASO NO MINE are two
more low growers and belong in the foreground of any planting.

The variety RENKAKU, as it developes in years, will grow tall and
wide and should be given plenty of space. HANAKISOI, HANADAIJIN and
BLACK PANTHER are tall and belongs in the background of a bed.

Use as accent plants, the flamboyant CHINESE DRAGON because of
its beautiful fern leaf foliage and YACHIYO TSUBAKI for its most strik
ing foliage, coral stems and coral flowers. APRICOT, because of its silvery
grey fern like foliage is another striking plant.

Other desirable varieties are PHOENIX and SUMMER NIGHT, their
foliage opens green, turning to bronze then red, beautiful for landscape
purposes. HIGH NOON is a fine grower and is nicely shaped. One that is
constantly saught in this area for beauty of fllower and for landscaping
purposes is ELDORADO. It is an excellent yellow, semi-double and the
plant grows tall and wide bearing many flowers.



While visiting gardens in this area, I noticed tree peonies showing
herbaceous foliage. This is evidence of the understock showing growth and
this growth should immediately be removed, otherwise the tree peony will
eventually disappear and the herbaceous understock will take over.

I have been asked to prepare a list of varieties which bloom from young
plants and are free and easy growers. There are many others but those that
are outstanding are: ALICE HARDING, RIMPOW, HAKUO JISHI,
HANAKISOI, YAE ZAKURA, RENKAKU, STOLEN HEAVEN, RED
MOON, REIGYOKU, KAMADA NISHIKI, CHROMATELLA, YACH-
IYO JISHI and BLACK SEA.

For those who seek unusually beautiful coloring try: MARCHIONESS,
MYSTERY, MINE D'OR, MME LOUIS HENRY, SATIN ROUGE, BAN
QUET, CORONAL, WINGS OF THE MORNING, TEA ROSE, BLACK
PANTHER, RENOWN, AND YACHIYO TSUBAKI.

IN APPRECIATION
The auction of the American Peony Society is always one of excitement

and interest at the Exhibition held every year. At this time, we express our
thanks to all the donors of peony roots, that are so in demand by members
at the convention.

This year, not only fine peony roots were donated but also tree peony
seeds in abundance, coming from Mr. Toichi Domoto. He gave added interest
in the donation of two very valued books on Tree Peony plants with original
Japanese paintings of Japanese Tree Peonies, with their varietal name in
Japanese characters and the same varietal names translated into English.
These books, to my knowledge are out of print and very valuable. He also
contributed several peony pictures. They are treasured by all persons that
purchased them. His gift also included the book "Peonies'' a manual edited
by JAMES BOYD. This book was in mint condition.

Miss Silvia Saunders also donated one of these collectors items, it being
copyrighted in 1928.

The reason of the Boyd Manual not being reprinted, according to old
American Peony Society Bulletins, the excessive cost of publication.

Roy G. Klehm, President

THANK-U-GRAM, in recognition of the good you have done To ROY G.
KLEHM. "Many thanks to you and the American Peony Society for the
more than 15,000 peony blooms that were given to visitors at the show in
Mitchell Park. Since I am now an apartment house dweller, I can no longer
raise them. I enjoyed the show and banquet immensely."

Signed Lydia Pahl
2400 E. Bradford Ave., Apt. 802

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211



PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

At the close of the annual business meeting of the American Peony
Society, awards were presented to the following:

Mr. Joe Glocka presented the awards given by the Milwaukee Journal
Co. Six engraved silver bowls.

Mrs. Nancy Milkowski Novice Class; Dorothy Millard, Novice class
Maxima Festiva; Dee Garrison, Amateur Class Ten Varieties, herba

ceous, only; Dr. David Reath, 10 varieties, herbaceous hybrids only; Roy G.
Klehm, GRAND CHAMPION Dinner Plate; Clarence O. Lienau, 25
Varieties lactifloras.

Greta Kessenich presented the awards for the Court of Honor, also the
Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medal Certificates.

Lienau Peony Gardens, Twenty-five varieties, herbaceous only, Gold
Medal Certificate; Mr. Marvin Karrels, Fifteen varieties, herbaceous, only,
Silver Medal Certificate; Dr. David Reath, Ten varieties, herbaceous hy
brids, only, Silver Medal Certificate; Dr. David Reath, Ten varieties, tree
peonies, only, Silver Medal Certificate; W. G. Sindt, Ten varieties, herba
ceous only, Bronze Medal Certificate.

President Roy Klehm presented a gift to Greta Kessenich on behalf of
himself and the Board of Directors in appreciation of services rendered.

Mr. Allen Harper presented the plaque from "Top O' The Ridge" to
Mr. John Simkins for Saunders 10997, Best speciman bloom in the amateur
division.

All in attendance were pleased to hear President Klehm state that the
A. P. Saunders Memorial Medal would now be awarded to men of worthy
recognization "for outstanding contribution, to the peony."

Dr. David Reath presented the award to William Gratwick and Nassos
Daphnis. It was accepted by Mr. Gary Seaman.

Mr. Chris Laning presented the award to the second recipient, Mr. Roy
Pehrson. It was accepted by Mr. Pehrson.

Mr. Joe Glocka introduced the speaker of the evening, Mr. Erwin
Hamme, Horticulturist and Landscape designer.

Origionally from Belgium, Mr. Hamme spent twenty-five years with
F.T.D. in America. He gave a very interesting and delightful talk on F.T.D.,
advertising, gardens, peonies and life.



IN MEMORIAM

Walter A. Alexander was born at Bellaire, Ohio, on
January 15, 1892, the son of a Presbyterian minister.
Died, July 23, 1973. At 16 years of age, he moved with
his parents to McComb, Ohio, where he met his future
wife, Joyce Ewing. To this union were born two sons,
Robert and James.

He received his Bachelor and Masters degree in
Agriculture Science from the Ohio State University. He
did some advanced work at the University of Minnesota.

He was a member of the Alpha Sigma Phi social fraternity and the Phi Delta
Kappa professional education fraternity. He was an elder of the Presbyterian
church. He had the pleasure of attending the fiftieth class reunion at Ohio
State and also observing his golden wedding anniversary.

He taught vocational agriculture, some rural extention work and follow
ing World War II, he conducted some special on-the-job training in agricul
ture. He retired in 1953.

Mr. Alexander's fine Nursery was called the Joycelyn Gardens at Bowl
ing Greene, Ohio, where he resided. For a number of years he was the sole
distributor of the peonies introduced by Mr. Mains.

Mr. Walter A. Alexander has served the American
Peony Society in many capacities. He was President
1954 and 1955. Treasurer 1961-1966. Chairman of the
Kingwood Center Project Committee and was a frequent
contributor to the Bulletin.

In 1951, the year he was elected a Director of the
American Peony Society, he wrote for the Bulletin that it was the "Centen
nial of Festiva Maxima".

His life can be compared to his words of this great peony, when he said
"She holds her place as one of our finest garden varieties because of her tall
vigorous growth and profilic bloom." So does Mr. Alexander have his place
staunchly written in the records of the American Peony Society because of
his continuous work over the years in the supporting of the Society, in the
offices he held.

A speciman plant of Festiva Maxima planted by him, 20 years previous
to the article, on the Centennial, had sixty one large terminal flowers and
they were larger than ever before. "This plant is living proof that a peony
planted right and given a little care will last a generation" he continued. And
so it was with the American Peony Society; He knew it was firmly entrenched



in the hearts and minds of peony loving people and with care, would grow
and flourish, as did this sturdy peony.

So our tribute to Mr. Alexander: He gave so much in his life time, his
interest in agriculture, the peony, the American Peony Society and his
friends. A man of great stature and intellect. He is held high in esteem and
will long be remembered.

A letter from Mrs. Earl Knapp (Dorothy J.) gave notification of the
death of her father Mr. Russell Jones.

The obituary will be in the December Bulletin.

Word has just been received from Mr. Allen Harper that his wife,
Bertha passed away August u, 1973.

Classified Advertising TRADE: Doris Cooper, Bonanza, Ma-
WANTED: LARGE SIZED TREE tiIda Lewis> Minuet, Nick Shaylor,
PEONIES. Minimum age 8 years. phm Wvoire_ Make offer JohnWrite giving full details. Louis Smir-
now, 85 Linden Lane, Glen Head, L" Winternnger, 927 Central Ave.
P.O. Brookville, L.I. N.Y. 11545. S-W., LeMars, Iowa 51031.

Qmd Pe&uie£ lad a llf^etime
Why Ad Plant ike Bed

LIENAU PEONY GARDENS
9135 Beech Daly Rd. Detroit, Mich. 48239

Catalog on Request

AGE OF GOLD (2 year old grafts)

$10.00 plus $1.00 for handling and shipping.

Free Catalog.

David Reath, Hybrid Peonies
Vulcan, Michigan 49892

Qrc^kVHlrce fcMi)«s
Gary P. Seaman, Manager
Pavilion, New York 14525



TREE PEONIES
America's Tree Peony Headquarters and

The home of the NEW RACES of Peonies
Also herbaceous, herbaceous hybrids and species

Send for our NEW 1973 catalog with features for all peony enthusiasts
Tips for the Home Gardener
Aid to the Hybridizer
100 new photographs

LOUIS SMIRNOW
85 Linden Lane, Glen Head P. O. Brookville, L. I., N. Y. 11545

"You are more likely to find it here than anywhere else
in the world."

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)

Ionicblooming
Constantrapid growth

from spring to autumn
will greatlyexpandyour garden

Interest in this ftne perennial.

I>ept.P. Box

Three quarterlyJournals and a large Yearbookare filledInformativedata on varieties,culture, performanceati~Many Round Robins open to participation,

ONLY $5.00PER YEAR
Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY

MRS. LEWIS B. UHEEI.ER, .Secretary-
Crown Point. Indiana

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic Information on daffodil culture types and

classification, recommended varieties, show procedures
and places to bay bulbs.

The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the Society,
Just fall of Information you should have.

The privilege of attending: local, regional and national
meetings.

And new friends all over the USA, all enthusiastic
about Daffodils.

Annual Membership $5.00
Don't delay. Send your check today to:MR. GEORGE 8. LEE JR., Executive Director

89 Chichester Rd. New Canaan, Conn. 06840

Enjoy Roses?
AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY

Membership Gives You . . .

American Rose Magazine 9 Help with your Rose Problems
250 pg. American Rose Annual A Guide for Buying Roses

. . . there's more!

Write
American Rose Society

4048 Roselea Place Columbus, Ohio 43214

47



CHARLES KLEHM & SON NURSERY
PRESENTS

KLEHM'S ESTA TE PEONIES
Several decades of careful development by the Klehm family are
the background for Estate Peonies. Outstanding characteristics -
extra-large, double flowers on stiff, strong stems - excellent deep
green foliage - unfailing performance.
BEST MAN - (Plant Pat. 3268) Strong growing deep red, husky stems, large succulent

foliage.
BOWL OF CREAM - (Plant Pat. 2451) Huge bowl like flowers of creamy white.
EMMA KLEHM - Vivid Tahitian pink - a color seldom found in flowers.
FIRST LADY - (Plant Pat. 3264) First to bloom. Lustrous eye-catching deep pink.
HONEY GOLD - (Plant Pat. 3270) Exciting pure white and golden yellow on fully

double blossoms.
JAYCEE - (Plant Pat. 2011) American beauty red with appropriately bright green foliage

... the official state flower of the Illinois Junior Chamber of Commerce.
RASPBERRY SUNDAE - (Plant Pat. 2951) Heaps of vanilla ice cream with raspberry

topping dripping over the petals.
TOP BRASS - (Plant Pat. 2953) Words cannot describe the everchanging panorama of

appleblossom pink, canary yellow and ivory. Must be seen to be appreciated.
AND MANY, MANY MORE. Send forour free Peony Guide.

KLEHM NURSERY
CHARLES KLEHM & SON SINCE 1852

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS AND ALGONQUIN ROADS -ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005
PHONE (312) 4'*7-?880

PEONIES IRISES HEMEROCALLIS
Send 50c for our 88th Anniversary Catalog 96 pages in color

(1973), deductible from first catalog order.
VISITORS WELCOME!

PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 20-22ND OF MAY-
GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.

Dept. APS-973
Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

TOP O' THE RIDGE
Home of

KAY SEE DELUXE GARDEN MARKERS
KAY SEE PEONY SUPPORTS

200 varieties of peonies, Hybrid and lactif lora, featuring
introductions of:

HELEN REYNOLDS WILLIS SMITH
and our own originations

Free Catalog Box 10645P Kansas City, Mo. 64118


