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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends:

As we near the close of another season, we can reflect on some
of our accomplishments. We have published a new tihird edition of
the Handbook which is informative on both the Tree and Herbaceous
peonies.

The official guide on the nomenclature "History of Peonies and
Their Originations" is one of the most important publications that
should be used by every peony grower and be in the library of every
member.

A Christmas package has been put together for you to enjoy.
I hope that you will take advantage of this special offer, of the
American Peony Society Handbook and The Peonies, by John C.
Wister.

It has been our policy to have an annual auction of peony roots
at the National Convention. The proceeds from the auction are add
ed to the assets of the Society. We ask that you become involved
by sending a name of a peony to the Secretaryi of which you can
give a division to this worthy cause.

All phases of the Society have progressed satisfactorily but far
different with our peonies, at least for those growing in our North
Central states. Here they had a most extraordinary growing season
ranging from drought to hail and frost early in the spring. Through
it all, our peonies survived. As persistently optimistic peony grow
ers, we all look forward eagerly to a more normal growing season
next year.

In closing, as the Yuletide season nears, I wish to take this
opportunity to extend to all the members and friends of the Ameri
can Peony Society, a most heartfelt season's greeting. May every
houi of the New Year be fruitful and fulfilling.

Joe Glocka



THE NEW PEONIES: PROMOTING A MORE
WIDESPREAD AWARENESS

by Don Hollingszvorth
The word "new" in the gardening world is often associated with

the release of a new product or plant to the retail market. In peony
matters, it may apply just as reasonably to kinds that have been
available for 30 years or more. The value of a peony variety per
sists for years as compared to the short life of many new varieties
of vegetables and bedding plants.

Many gardeners have known and cherished the same fine pe
onies for decades. Often these are peonies that are already highly
regarded 75 or 100 years ago. That these old varieties can still
dominate modern gardens during their flowering period is a remark
able testimony.

Unfortunately, all too few gardeners are aware of the fine qual
ities that have become available among peonies introduced in more
recent times. Tree peonies centuries old in garden history remain
relatively unknown. A host of hybrids introduced no more than
20 to 50 years ago are even less known. Most gardeners do not yet
realize that the new selection of Chinese peonies offer shorter stems
of great advantage for landscape use.

I have no doubt that commercial interests will eventually bring
some of the new peonies successfully to the attention of many gar
deners. This depends on the willingness of those interests to make
a great investment in building up a large stock before commercial
sales promotion can be economically justified. Not many will find
such investments to be an attractive alternative. In fact the current
trend is that wholesale nursery producers are discontinuing peonies.

It is in the interest of us in the American Peony Society that
gardeners become widely aware of the new peonies sooner than
later. Learning brings demand. Demand supports and encourages
the inclination of propagators to expand their efforts. Demand
and propagation activities necessary to meet that demand keep
alive the system by which we nourish our own satisfaction in grow
ing peonies.

All of us have a stake in the promotion of tihe new peonies and
there are an endless number of activities that can contribute to this,
promotion provided that an endless array of resources are at hand
to support the effort. That is, of course not available, nor is it
needed.

Gardeners, like every one else, learn best by gaining experience
with the subject. We are already richly endowed with some of the
best of resources for exploiting experiences for purpose of the pro
motion. As individual members, each of us is uniquely suited to- 6 -



help other gardeners gain awareness and experience with the new
peonies. We grow them and show them to others. We propagate a
few and place a gift in a well chosen garden once in a while. Our
own experiences and knowledge become the source of awareness
and growth on the part of others. We enter flowers in competition
and stimulate others to get themselves prepared to take part in the
competition. We give programs at meetings.

Or do we ? Yes, these things and many more undoubtedly hap
pen, not only when requested but sometimes on purpose, by deliber
ate intent. What I wish to advocate is that we commence now to
do greater number of these things on purpose.

In this respect, it will help each of us to hear of the activities
which seem to have been especially effective when carried out by
others. Will you please write your ideas and experiences in a mes
sage to Greta Kessenich so that they can be shared through this
Bulletin ? Do not hesitate for thinking an idea too small. Recruits
are counted just one at a time and one does not readily become a
peony fancier "overnight." Our interest may often be cultivated
more effectively by a series of small but rich experiences than by
the cleverest of media advertising campaigns. It is in providing
these experiences with the subject of the new peonies that Society
members have a unique advantage. May we then all find ways of
doing some new promotion "on purpose" during the coming year?

PEONIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT
W . G. Sindt, Afton, Minnesota

Anyone who ever tried to grow plants out-of-doors knows there
are many factors which enter into his success or failure in the grow
ing. Some of these factors he can control and others he cannot.

All plants are especially adapted to certain climatic and soil
conditions, but we always attempt to change those conditions and
force our plants as we desire. We on the North try to grow plants
adapted to the warmer climates, and our southern neighbors try to
grow these which require a cool or cold dormant period. Apples,
peonies, and lilacs need the cold, and palms, holly, and rhodendrons
need the warmer temperatures all year. We transplant them to our
climate and attempt by one artificial means or other to protect them,
altering the conditions enough so that they will survive, if not
thrive.

However, even when we grow plants native to the area, like
peonies in the North, we run into the problems that nature throws
at us. I have grown peonies in Minnesota for over 35 years and
only once have I experienced any appreciable loss from winter kill or
3ezing. That was in 1958 when we had our normal two weeks of



-20"F weather but with no snow cover. The soil temperature two
inches below the surface dropped 10-20°F below that of any normal
winter. It was not the air temperature that killed plants but the
fact that the temperature of the soil in which the peony plant was
resting had plummeted far below the normal. I am sure that if a
heavy mulch of hay, straw, or leaves had been applied early in the
fall, the losses would have been minimal. That same year many
trees and shurbs, as well as perennial flowers such as iris, were
destroyed.

Needless to say, the winter just past, 1976-1977, caused a great
deal of concern to me. Generally it was the coldest winter east of
the Rockies of this century. The extreme cold, plus the fact that
much of the area was also very dry during the summer of 1976, did
not make us feel confident about the condition of our peonies and
other plant materials. From February 1976 through September the
temperature was above normal by appreciable amounts. October
through January was the second coldest winter of record since 1820.
The coldest period was in 1872-1873. There were 23 consecutive
nights when the temperature was sub-zero and days when the range
was -30° to -5°. These were official temperatures recorded at our
airport about thirty miles from here. I saw -40" several mornings
on our thermometer. The variation in weather conditions over
short distances is something that we often neglect to consider when
arranging a planting. Low spots are notoriously colder micro
climates. Frost went unbelievably deep in this dry ground, over six
feet.

These two extremes of drouth and cold caused us a great deal of
concern until we could see our plants starting to grow in the Spring.
The surprises were pleasant indeed. I lost no established plants and
only two of about twenty new plants. From what we think we know
about growing, the losses should have been extensive. Did the dry
ness somehow counteract the cold ? Losses on iris which are much
more susceptible to cold were also minimal. I did think there was
some effect on the bloom this season. It seemed that the flowers
were not quite as large as they should have been and that they did
not keep as well. The quantity of bloom was normal and plant
growth seems to be normal.

Weather is difficult to control but the soil in which plants are
grown can either be altered or a better location obtained. For 25
years I grew peonies in very heavy soil. Once they became estab
lished, they seemed to flourish more year after year. Ten years ago
we moved to a new home in the country where the soil was very
sandy, and I was told peonies would not grow well. Since this was
our new home, I had to determine for myself whether this was true.
For about the first six years the peonies did very well and I felt I-8-



won my share of ribbons at the shows, but then a change took place.
The plants no longer increased in size and the stems became more
spindly. It was quite obvious that my days of growing good peonies
at this site were finished. I managed to locate some land a couple of
miles away where the soil was medium to heavy loam and the owner
was willing to let me grow peonies. The process of digging and
dividing the weak plants growing in the sand was started. One
advantage of sand is that the roots are easily cleaned so that it is
easy to see where the divisions should be made. The change in
growth of the peonies in their new location was amazing. Those
plants with the spindly stems in a couple of years had become husky
plants and are continuing to grow. Last year after a very dry hot
summer other plants growing in sand were divided and moved to the
new location. The divisions were of very poor quality and I ques
tioned whether they would live, a concern which increased as the
cold winter progressed. This Spring every one of those divisions
have survived and are growing.

With these experiences what can I say about "Peonies and the
Environment"? First, I think there are many things that enter
into weather conditions (rain, drouth, heat, cold) that we don't un
derstand and that it is not the effect of any one condition but the
interaction of all of them. This also is something over which we
have little control since man has not yet altered natural weather
conditions to his "desires." The second is that peony life expectancy
in sandy soil with partial shade is limited. The initial growth can
be good but after about five years the plants retrogress rapidly.
In essence there is still much we do not know as to why peonies
do or do not flourish, but that should not deter us from growing
them. Rather, we can be encouraged to make the growing of
peonies a challenge, recognizing that with each season there will
undoubtedly be one more lesson to be learned.

PROJECT HIGHDOWNENSIS
REPORT NO. 1, 1977

C. Graham Jones,
'Redgarth. The Piece. Churchdown, Gloucester, England
Many previous articles I have written have been centered

around the gardens at Highdown Towers and this is no different
except this is the first of a series in which I hope to relate my ex
perience, in attempting to catalogue the Paeonia family which still
exists from the days when the late Sir Frederick Stern was alive.

Literature and experience has shown me that the flowering
period in Sussex starts late in April with P. Cambessesessi showing
its light rose-red bloom in the shadow of the gardeners retreat to the
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Saunders hybrid P. Black Pirate which blooms in early June. With
this information I decided to use the second week in May as a datum
to start. With four days at my disposal, we left on Monday, May
9th at 9 A.M. A light rain started to fall, this obviously a bad omen;
and if I had known what I know now, I would have postponed my
trip. The rain continued, increasing in strength and lasting all the
day.

We arrived at West Chiltington just after 3 p.m. where we
stay, a quaint 14th century farmhouse. We unloaded our cases and
equipment. Our plan was to spend three entire days in the garden
and to attend two theater shows on Tuesday and Thursday evening.
Bookings were made in advance.

On Tuesday morning, the weather conditions were still rainy;
however we set off with all the paraphernalia required to start this
project. Plans, camera, R.H.S. color chart, arriving at the garden
about 10:30 A.M. in quite heavy rain. I had previously heard that
a new head gardener was in control with a Christian name "Chris."

The potting shed is my base when at Highdown, and there I
was greeted by the staff, five people that were taking shelter from
the elements. I asked for Chris. Chris Beardsley is about 30 years
old and worked as an apprentice for the Worthing Corporation, fin
ishing at Kew Gardens, London. We had a chat about my mission,
his knowledge of the Paeonia family was limited. He offered to give
me all the help he could.

We decided to don waterproof clothing and walk in the garden,
in form of a survey of the plant position. With the cold wet weather
and the wind blowing off the sea, I had selected the wrong weekend
as the season was about a fortnight late.

After lunch, I started the identification of the tree peonies, di
viding the garden into areas and using idents 'A' B.C., etc., with
stroke numbers as A1.A2, etc., for the individual shrubs which was
recorded on aluminum labels. Photography was out of the question
as many of the plants were only showing colour in the breaking bud.
However, I got on quite well the first day, although quite damp. The
weather cleared about 4:00 P.M., and I made arrangements with
Chris to stay in the garden until 6:45 p.m., although the staff left
at 4:30, closing time.

I had the full garden of 9% acres to myself with only the even
ing sunshine, the birds and the plants, to keep me company. This
was the pattern for the next two days, with the evenings drying up
sufficiently to allow me to achieve something. I was losing too
much time with the weather to concentrate on the tree peonies and
cover every "tree" which had a number or a name.

During my 1976 visit to collect seed and grafting wood, I located
the variety Mrs. George Warre which records show originated from

-10



an open cross of Silver Pink. When I looked for it on this visit, the
label was gone and in its place was a numbered label No. 485. This
was strange, as the last tree peony number in my records is No.
384. In the garden records, No. 485 related to a Galanthus species,
Snowdrop. This was mentioned to the staff whose reaction was that
it could happen, as the public interefere with the labels, and last
year they caught two boys leaving the garden with pockets full of
labels.

The house "Highdown Towers" has been sold to a middle-east
buyer for a language school. We took a good prowl around that area
and found P. Emode growing in the shelter of the house. I recom
mended this herbaceous species be moved into a sheltered spot in
the garden. Sir Federick Stern, in his writings, considered this spe
cies to be very tender. The only other peonies that were found in
the area were P. Delavayi (dark form) however this species grows
in profusion in the garden, so no loss will be experienced by leaving
it. Also, the Worthing Corporation has decided to reduce the
area of borders in the garden to assist in maintenance, so no further
plant movement could take place.

Chris had the original card index compiled by the late Sir Fed
erick Stern. I borrowed them to obtain a duplicate copy. This card
index is a very valuable find, as it contained information which is not
generally known. For instance, Silver Pink arrived as an unknown
seedling from Japan. Sybil Stern came from a seedling raised from
a seed received from Basil Leng. P. Mlokosewitchii was named after
a woman botanist Julia Mlokosewitz. She was killed in the Russian
revolution. Primula Juliae was also named after her.

During my visits, the cold frame near the potting shed was full
of plants. I had also seen a 101,4 inch seed pan with some very
neglected tree peony seedlings with a label which read : "Seed from
Basel Leng planted 1969." They were still there in 1977. I ap
proached Chris to see if he had any plans for them. He said "no"
and that I could have them. This brought the sunshine back for
me, after four dull days. The mention of Basil Leng and those
seedlings, and in relation to Sybil Stern opens a further channel to
find out who he was. The nine seedlings have been potted with a
further four which will have no chance of survival.

I am quite pleased with my first period and the information
obtained under very unsuitable conditions, but I know the location
now of Peggy Synge, L'Esperance, Argosy and many others. When
I have the time from my seasonal jobs, I will analyze all the data
recorded. Then I will be in for a far more selective position for my
short proposed visits in September. My second visit under this
project in May 1978 will commence where I left off. It is my hopes
that a week later will show better weather for this outside project.
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I managed to obtain individual drawings in a much larger scale of
all the flower beds in the garden, total 19. This will make location
much easier than the 1:500 scale map I used in the beginning.

If any reader is wondering where I get the word, HIGHDOWN-
ENSIS for the title of this article, be advised that it is the Botanical
identification given to plants introduced from HIGHDOWN TOW
ERS GARDEN.
Note * Stern uses two spellings P. Mlokosewitchi and P. Mlokose-
witzii for the same specie.

PEONIES IN AUSTRIA
By Hans Wegenberger, Vienna, Austria

Peonies were grown in gardens here long before peony breeding
began as there were and are the wild forms of peonies in Europe.
When peony breeding really began it became the important flower
for the gardens. It is doubtful that one garden could be found with
out a peony plant. They can be found in the highest mountain-
farmers gardens in levels of 2000 m and more (2000 m are 6000
feet). In most gardens, one will find P. officinalis in red (seldom
pink and white) and several herbaceous varieties (lactifloras and
crosses) .

The old and older varieties of Lemoine, Dessert, Crousse and
Calot are occasionally seen at the entrances of nurseries and large
gardens. The general assortment is not greater than cca. 10 varie
ties. Some of the nurseries are interested to try and enlarge his
assortment. This seems rather insignificant in view of the giant
assortment in America.

After World War I and the exchange of prisoners, visitors, etc.,
the new varieties were made known to us. However it was the
VTENNA INTERNATIONAL GARDEN SHOW 1964 (short VIG
64) in which the newer varieties were exposed.

In the meantime, we learned of the American Peony Society.
The circle of peony lovers here become more interested as new
varieties are ordered from American nurseries. The greatest hin
drance for ordering1 are the immense subsidiary costs.

Peonies are one of the most popular flowers grown in Austria.
Thev are verv easy to grow in all sections of our country. One sel
dom finds anv disease. In my 63 years of gardening and growing
neonies, I found no disease. The one peony that had botrvtis in
my garden, came with infected roots and was burned. (It had red
stripes in the middle of the root, which turned brown). The infec
tion was not seen by the inspector so it came to me without objec
tion. The nursery proprietor was so generous and replaced the

-12-



expensive plant. This second plant grows very well, free from any
problem.

I have more than 170 varieties in my two gardens and all are
healthy. We hope that new varieties will become more and more
well known in Austria.

Tree peony root purchased 1965 Herbaceous peonies in my
at a seed shop, Austria. Japanese garden, Vienna, Austria

Tree peonies being the "beautiful ladies" of the peony family
need tender loving care, if you wish to enjoy them and stand in
ecstasy over their beauty.

However there are diseases and pests that will destroy. The
most common disease, especially in wet weather is botrytis blight.
Spraying with Bordeaux will take care of it-

There is a pest that will devastate a plant and is likely to pass
unnoticed until it has done very severe damage. The pest is the stem
borer or carpenter bee "Ceratina dupla" Wister describes it under
"Diseases and Pests of the Tree Peonies" in the book, The Peonies,
by John C. Wister.

We had a specimen plant which had over fifty blossoms a year
that was attacked by the stem borer. The original trunk on it was
so thick, it was hard to work with this problem. We managed to
save it but it will never be as it was in the past.

Our plantings are on a landscaping scale as we have plenty of
room. When we first came here we planted many lilacs of different
colors. There was wild sumac and elderberries growing, also the
bird sown raspberries. Neighbors also grow raspberries and black
berries. All of these plants harbor the stem borer. Perhaps there
are some weeds that is a haven for the pest, namely the tall horse-
weed.

The only remedy is to eliminate some or all of the above plants.

import, name unknown.
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It is just impossible to destroy all of them. The elderberries and
the sumac have been removed but not the lilacs. The raspberries
also must be destroyed each year as the birds carry seeds from the
neighbors. I have observed a small bird that digs into a stem and
eats the larve but it makes larger holes in the stem of the plant.
(Helpful also, or is it harmful?) This little bird works vigorously
on the lilacs.

One must continually inspect the plants, and if the pest Is
found working, nrobe the hole with a small wire, destroying the
larva. Then seal immediately with grafting wax. Recently, I have
used "Tree Kote" which has an asphalt base that covers tree wounds
when trimminer or cutting off infected branches.

The Jananese have a so-called "Sudden Death Disease" (Lep-
toesnhaeria coniothvrum) The stems wilt and dies auickly. This has
hannened to some of my plants. The infected stems are cut off
completely underground. The plants have survived, sending out new
prowth.

1977 has been a vear to remember. A severe drouth and now
the rain has come which has been continuous. The tree peonies have
gone through a real test. It is with much pleasure to say that our
best have survived and there is new growth for the coming year.
All of them will receive a bordeaux bath as well as the soil around
them. Then after mulching, each one will be surrounded with a
wire cage. Lest we forget! Rabbits also love tree peonies.

TREE PEONY TOPICS
Louis Smirnow. Brookville. Long Island, N.Y.

The hardiness of the tree peonies is often a question raised by
people who live in colder climates. This past winter, which was one
of our coldest ever, afforded an excellent opportunity to test their
hardiness.

Reports received from as far north as Saskatchewan, Canada
proved bevond doubt that tree peonies are hardy and are not af
fected bv low temperatures.

Peoole in verv warm climates are constantly asking if peonies
will ptow in Florida. Mississinoi. southern Califrnia, southern Texas
and other similar areas. Peonies will not survive in these hot areas.
Thev will survive only in areas where there are lower temneratures,
so that thev will have a period of dormancv. This cannot be obtained
in the above areas.

* *

Letters are also received askiner for the easiest in-owing varie
ties: All tree neonies are easv to prow. I believe it is an ideal lazy
man's plant. It requires little care. Just plant a tree peony cor
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rectly and from that point on the growing process is excellent
without any care.

* * * *

This past growing season we visited a number of gardens. In
variably we found that the people that planted their tree peony
properly had best results. Dig a hole 2 feet deep and 2 feet wide.
Add two spades full of humus, two handfulls of super phosphate or
5-10-5, all mixed with the soil. Add some lime if the soil is some
what acid. Plant the tree peony so that the union of the scion and
the understock is at least three inches below the ground level. Give
ample water. A soil mixture containing vermiculite, pearlite and
peat moss is used in planting. Such mixtures are sold at nurseries
as Pro Mix or Jiffy Mix and perhaps other names. We find this mix
ture is excellent and we use it very often, especially during the
grafting season.

* * * *

Tree peonies grown from grafts most often are 4-5 feet tall.
Those grown from seed will often grow 8-10 ft. tall. We have seen
seedlings 10 ft. tall very often.

* * * *
Try some tree peonies. Their flowers are so beautiful. Larger

than herbaceous or hybrids.

STOLONS, SUCKERS AND PEONIES
by Don Hollingsworth

A tree peony fancier, the late Leo J. Armatys, once speculated
to a peony growing recruit that he might be able to supply a piece
of Stern Tall Yellow by taking off one of its stolons. (The gift of
a choice plant from the Armatys garden has nourished many a
budding interest in peonies.) What is a stolon of Stern Tall Yellow?
Do other peonies have stolons?

The ability to produce stolons is a specialized trait of some
plant species. Stolons are modified stems that grow horizontally,
either above ground or below, from which new plants may arise.
To the species which possess this trait, it is an additional
means of extending coverage of the available growing area. A
species having this adaptation is said to be stoloniferous.

Above-ground stolons are often called runners, the strawberry
and ajuga, for example. The underground of aggressive plants such
as mint and quackgrass enable them to form troublesome invasive
colonies. On the other hand, Kentucky blue grass is a desirable
lawn species partly because its stolons allow it to spread, thickening
the turf in thin areas and closing gaps during seasons when growing
conditions are favorable. Theoretically, a single stoloniferous plant
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may form a colony of astonishing size if left undisturbed in a favor
able environment for a sufficient period of time. Some readers may
have seen the account of a blueberry colony discovered in Pennsyl
vania that covered many acres, yet bore no fruit. A study of the
colony resulted in the proposition that one clone, self-sterile and iso
lated from suitable pollinators, made up the entire acreage. It must
have persisted for hundreds of years in order to extend from the
original location to the entire area.

Two species of peony have a well-developed stolonif erous habit.
One is the herbaceous, fern leaf peony, Paeonia tenuif olia. The other
is P. potanini, a species of interest in breeding peonies that is similar
to P. lutea and P. delavayi. Lutea also sometimes makes spreading
clumps from underground stems, but these do not readily form sep
arate root systems. Stern Tall Yellow is thought to be a clone or pos
sibly a hybrid of the subspecies P. potanini trollioides.

The habit of the fern leaf peony is described by R. W. Tischler
(this Bulletin, June 1973). ". . . As sometimes happens to the fern-
leaf, the roots throw out runners, like quack grass. Each runner
turns into a plant This is the first variety that we dig in the fall.
. . . Every root is saved." (The "blind" root pieces of this species
are able to generate new stem buds. These are called adventitious
shoot buds and they originate from root tissue, not the same as
stolons, which come from the stem tissues of the crown.) The plant-
lets formed at the ends of P. tenuif olia stolons are miniatures of the
parent plant, having a crown and a cluster of little storage roots.
When replanted in a place that suits them, they rapidly reach flow
ering maturity.

One of the hybrids of fern leaf peony has been also reported to
spread from stolons. The late Edward Auten, originator of the
Lacti-Tenui hybrid Early Scout, wrote to this Bulletin (March 1973)
that a plant of it had ". . . increased by underground stolons to a bed
30 inches wide by six feet long." There are several other hybrids of
the fern leaf peony in commerce. Has anyone observed a spreading
habit among them?
Sprouts which arise from adventitious buds on the roots are com
monly called suckers. Several peony species are able to produce
suckers, and these may sometimes be seen growing around the out
side of the parent plant. However, this ability is most readily
observed around the outside of the parent plant. However, this
ability is most readily observed when root pieces have become sep
arated from the crown buds as in digging, or when there has been
severe crown rot. In addition to Paeonia tenuifolia, many clones of
P. decora, P. lobata, P. officinalis, P. peregrina and often the hybrids
between these and other species will form suckers.

The suckering trait can be an important aid in the propagation
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of certain peonies that are of garden interest. When this ability is
possessed there exists the potential that every fair-sized root frag
ment may be converted into a plant. Realization of this potential
depends on working out a production system. The shoot buds form
under conditions favorable to callus production a warm, moist en
vironment. After the buds form, they must receive a substantial
period of cold to reduce winter dormancy. If the roots are dug in
July and replanted under suitable conditions, the buds may have
time to develop before the soil grows cool in the fall. Shoot growth
will then take place the following spring. Planted too late, the shoot
buds may not form until the following summer. Delay due to late
season processing may be partly overcome by holding the roots in
moist, clean packing indoors at room temperature until the buds
form. Then transfer them to a refrigerator or cave for the re
quired cold treatment of four months or so. Practice good sanita
tion, allow large cuts to callus over in relatively sterile storage and
avoid excessive moisture in packing or planting beds, as measures to
lessen the risk of loss due to rot.

Stolon and sucker production are well developed traits in some
peony species. When these characteristics are present, the grower
should be aware of the possible benefits. As the bloods of these
species become more prevalent among garden peonies through their
hybrid descendants the exploitation of these traits may become an
important economic factor in the propagation of peony plants for
distribution.

TREE PEONY PROPAGATION BY ROOTED CUTTINGS
C. Graham Jones, Churchdown, Gloucester, England

The accepted method of propagation of the tree peony family
is by grafting, but during September I was shown a different meth
od which appears to have positive possibilities. This method is
rooting cuttings.

The experiment was started as the results of an article, in the
May 28th, 1977 issue of "Popular Gardening." It was written by
Christopher Lloyd who obtained a success rate of 7 out of 9 or 78%
by using this method. This is considerable improvement over the 40
to 50% grafting rate. I examined the experimental results after
four months. The rooting was very impressive. Two cuttings were
in 4" clay pots which were filled with roots. This was photo
graphed.

I will try to explain the procedure as outlined in the article by
Mr. Lloyd.

The principle is to obtain current seasons growth immediately
after flowering. In the British Isles the correct time is the end of
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May. The shoots (cuttings) selected are taken with a small amount
of old wood at the base, then trimmed where the new and old wood
meet, the top being trimmed just above a leaf to give a length of
cutting between 5 and 6 inches.

The lower leaves are removed with a sharp knife and the top
leaves are removed by half to reduce length. This is not to reduce
transpiration as with other cuttings but to save space. The terminal
leaf is removed.

Blind cuttings have been used and are suitable. I presume this
means blind at the terminal bud. The prepared cuttings are dipped
in water to save drying out and laid on the bench while the compost
and pots are prepared.

The compost is made from the following: One part loam, 2 parts
peat and three parts horticultural sand, but any sharp well-drained
compost will do.

4" clay pots are used and filled to Vfc" from the top when lightly
firmed. A dibber is required to make the holes. Each cutting is
dipped in a rooting compound such as Seradex B2 or Murphys medi
um to hardwood, which are used here. Place two cuttings in a pot
at 180°, the depth of the cutting being important so the reduced
length of leaves do not touch the compost, this to avoid botrytis.
When inserted, water in and place in a closed cold frame, the type
used in a cold greenhouse. This part to me is variable, with the dif
ferent climates experienced by members. Trial and error will give
the optimum.

When rooting has taken place, this can be found by the roots
emerging through the draining holes or by inverting the pot and
knocking out the mass. The cuttings can be hardened off in late
summer. Cuttings examined after rooting show that the tree peony
is not only a node rooter but produces roots between the nodes. It is
an internode rooter as well, which is an asset.

It is recommended that the potting of rooted cuttings be delayed
until spring as it is considered much better to move a cutting which
is becoming active rather than going dormant.

Botrytis could be the problem in this procedure. It is presumed
the same problems could exist with the rose propagators where the
time cycle between cuttings and budding is extended by the use of
rooting cuttings.

I will start this experiment in May 1978, using node and inter
node cuttings to find out if it offers an improvement to the success
percentage without increasing the time factor.
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REGISTRATION. TREE PEONIES
Daphnis hybrids.

Nassos Daphnis, 362 W. Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10013
New Introductions 1977 .

A colored slide accompanied each registration for verification
of the flower at any time, as well as the full description.

Date of bloom for all flowers end of May
AVRA (Morning Breeze) (D-32) Nassos Daphnis Oct. 17, 1977.
First bloomed 1959. Parentage. Lutea 14 x J-44 (White Queen) ;

generation Fl
Pure white, single. When it first opens it has a light yellow tint, but
as the flower gets older it becomes pure white. Two rows notched
petals. The inner row of five petals go around the center in perfect
harmony. The outside row has an open gesture. No flares. Frag
rant, no seeds or pollen. Good stem strength, good vigor and light
foliage. Reliable.

AURORA (dawn) (D-98) Nassos Daphnis, Oct. 17, 1977. First
bloomed 1962. Parentage. Generation BC-1; Wings of the
Morning x F2 (A)
Light yellow, semi-double with red flares. Three rows of petals.
Good substance and transparent quality. Reliable, fragrant, has
seeds and some pollen. Good stem trength. Strong foliage.

PHAEDRA (Wife of Theseus) (D-100) Nassos Daphnis Oct. 17,
1977. First bloomed 1963. Parentage. Generation BC-1; Segoria
x F2 (B)
Maroon-red with bluish cast, dark flares. Semi-double. Petals well-
formed and rounded. Center is very dark and mysterious. Good
stem strength, large foliage. Reliable, fragrant, no seeds or pollen.
Good substance.

HELIOS (The Sun God) (D-123) Nassos Daphnis Oct. 17, 1977
First bloomed 1962 Parentage. Generation BC-1 ; Golden Hind x
F2 (B).
Soft yellow radiates as the morning light casts on it. Double, three
rows of petals creating several circles in a perfect order. Has pollen
and seeds. Reliable. Good stem strength. Fragrant.

TERPSICHORE (Muse of Choral, dance and song) (D-182) Nassos
Daphnis. Oct. 17, 1977 First bloomed 1968. Parentage. Genera
tion BC-1; Amber Moon x F2 (A).
Coral, orange and red veins running through each petal. Single, two
rows of petals, well formed and round. The petals move in and out
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as though in a dance ritual. Good substance, stem strength good.
Fragrant, has pollen and seeds. Reliable.

HEPHESTOS (God of Fire) (D-240) Nasos Daphnis. Oct. 17, 1977.
First bloomed 1968. Parentage. Generation BC-1 ; Thunderbold x
F2 (A).
Deep brick red. The purest of all reds, Double. Petals ruffled and
pointed. One feels the warmth and fire within each flower. Good
stem strength, has pollen, seeds and fragrant. Reliable.

ICARUS (Son of Daedalus, first man to fly) (D-254) Nassos Daph
nis. Oct. 17, 1977. First bloomed 1969. Parentage. Generation
F2 ; Fl self pollinated.
Pure red, single. Two rows of pointed and notched petals. The
center petals reach for the sky as the outer petals stretch out
like wings. Fragrant, seeds and pollen, delicate foliage, good stem
strength. Reliable.

MAIA (Daughter of Atlas, most beautiful) (D-265) Nassos Daph
nis Oct. 17, 1977. First bloomed 1972. Parentage. Generation
BC-2 ; BC-1 self pollinated.
Light red, semi-double. Three rows of petals evenly spaced, round
ed and well formed. Opens fully and shows its center with a strong
gesture. Anthers form a large golden ball. Center dark with aliza
rin flares. Fragrant, good stem strength, has pollen and seeds.
Strong foliage. Reliable.

HESTIA (Goddess of the hearth) (D-273) Nassos Daphnis Oct. 17,
1977. First bloomed 1973. Parentage. Generation BC-2 ; BC-1
self pollinated.
Rich bright red double, Four to five rows of petals, each row evenly
arranged forming comolete circles. Petals are rather small in com
parison with other hybrids. There is a warm feeling in this flower.
Good stem strength, fragrant, seeds and pollen. Reliable. Delicate
foliage.

IPHIGENIA (Daughter of Agamemnon) (D-303) Nassos Danhnis
Oct. 17, 1977. First bloomed 1973. Parentage. Generation BC-3 ;

BC-2 x J - 2 (Daioh)
DeeD red, small maroon flares. Two rows of petals, rounded and
well formed. The petals of the inner row come straight up but bend
backward, halfway. The outer row completely stretched outward.
Strain: % Moutan, V*. Lutea. Classed single. Good substance and
strength of stem good. No pollen or seeds. Fragrant. Foliage small
and delicate. Reliable.

ARIADNE (Daughter of King Minos who helped Theseus) (D-304)
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Nassos Daphnis. Oct. 17, 1977. First bloomed 1974. Parentage.
Generation BC-3 ; BC-2 x J-8 (Impomon) Peach with red fringes
around the edges. Semi-double. The inner petals are ruffled and
pointed, the outer petals are round and well formed. The strain %
Moutan, % Lutea. Good stem strength, good substance, no pollen
or seeds. Fragrant. Reliable.

LEDA (Queen of Sparta, mother of Castor and Pollux.) (D-308)
Nassos Daphnis. Oct. 17, 1977. First bloomed 1974. Parentage.
Generation BC-3; J-ll (Kokamon) x BC-2.
Pink with red streaks going through each petal. Single. Two rows
of petals, well formed and rounded. The flower is very big, like any
Moutan. Opens fully and exposes its center well. Flares are dark,
which gives it a mysterious feeling. Strain: % Moutan, V\, Lutea.
Has pollen and seeds. Fragrant. Good stem strength. Reliable.
Good substance. Strong foliage.

BOREAS (North Wind). (D-311) Nassos Daphnis. Oct. 17, 1977.
First bloomed 1974. Parentage. Generation F2; Fl self pollinated.
Very dark burgundy red, semi-double. Petals are ruffled, turning in
and out in different directions as though a strong wind is blowing
with great force. Looks and feels as though made of velvet. Reli
able, has some pollen, seeds likely. Fragrant. Good stem strength.
Foliage soft.

ARETHUSA (Woodland nymph pursued by Alpheus the River God
turned into a fountain). (D-344) Nassos Daphnis. Oct. 17, 1977.

First bloomed 1975. Parentage. Generation BC-2 ; BC-1 self pol
linated
Light pink, single. Dark centers with maroon flares. Two rows of
heart-like petals. Has the crispness and freshness of water from
a spring brook. Good substance, reliable and good stem strength.
Has pollen and seeds likely. Fragrant. Foliage strong.

PROMETHEUS (Titan brought fire to man) (D-359) Nassos
Daphnis. Oct. 17. 1977. First bloomed 1976. Parentage. Genera
tion BC-3; D-101 (BC-1) x J-2 (Daioh).
Vibrant red, semidouble. petals ruffled, no+ched and pointed. This
is the most vibrant red that has been produced. The petals stretch
out from the flower like flames. The bud is very big and it onens
with dramatic force. The flower is the bisrgest of anv of the hv-
bn'ds : 8-10 inches. Strain % Moutan, V<" Lutea. Has som» pollen
and seeds likelv. Fragrant. Reliable. Good substance, strong foliage.

MEDEA (Princess and Sorceress) (D-360) Nassos Daphnis. Oct.
17, 1977. Parentage. Generation BC-4: Guardian of the Monas
tery x D-l 34 F3 (BxA). First bloomed 1975.
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Red to deep maroon, single. Two rows of corrugated petals, the
inner row forming an irregular circle around the anthers. The second
row extending outward. The substance is sensuous and appealing.
The color, the form and the deep center make it one of the most
dramatic flowers. Strain % Moutan, % Lutea. Fragrant, reliable,
good substance and good stem strength. Has some pollen and seeds
likely.

DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRATION
William H. Krekler, 4030 West Elkton Road, Someville, Ohio 45064

CLEOPATRA GEM (276) William H. Krekler 1977. Hybrid.
Landcape variety. Red single, narrow leaves. 26 inches. Bloomed
before May 3.

PINK DRESS (171) William H. Krekler 1977 Hybrid. Single pink,
neat, generous. Dense gray bush. Bloomed before May 6, with
double red Tenuifolia.

RHAPSODY IN PINK (560) William H. Krekler. 1977. Lactiflora.
Dull silvery deep pink double. Upright. Registered by Roy Klehm,
Arlington Heights, I1l. 1977
* SILVER DAUBED (572) William H. Krekler 1977. Generous
late double pink. Upright. Sturdy. Registered by Roy Klehm,
Arlington Heights, I1l. 1977
* indicates the best.

BECOME INVOLVED IN RARE, OLD AND
HARD-TO-FIND PEONIES

Plant some divisions of peonies in your garden and mark "dona
tion to the American Peony Society Auction." At the annual auc
tion, treasures in named varieties are sometimes found. This last
year, Vera Wassenburg was donated. There are new varieties, old
varieties that are new to many and varieties that are searched for
continually. You have them in your garden. Will you plant some
of those divisions and donate them to the annual auction ?

The proceeds of this auction are included in the yearly assets.

IN MEMORIAM
Clarence E. Hubbard, one of our life members, passed away at

his home in Illinois, July 27, 1977. He was 93 years of age.
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ANTIQUE PEONY
by Gerald S. Van Ryzin of The Journal Staff, The Milwaukee Journal

Reprinted by permission.
There are several reasons why the peony is a popular perennial

in Wisconsin yards and gardens. It is hardy, easily grown, gener
ally disease-free and long-lived.

Just how long-lived is demonstrated by one peony bush which
is practically a living antique. It is in the yard of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard W. E. Perrin, 9825 W. Concordia Ave.

The peony bush, an uncommon dwarf variety, has been in the
family, so to speak, for 92 years. It has reached the status of an
heirloom.

According to the experts, peonies can be expected to grow and
bloom satisfactorily for many years with a minimum of care. Some
plantings reach the century mark, according to one horticulturist.

"We hope to see ours make its 100th anniversary," Perrin said.
He is the retired commissioner of Milwaukee's Department of

City Development and a fellow of the American Institute of Archi
tects with special interests in historic buildings, photography and
horticulture.

"In horticulture, as in furniture and architecture, there are
antiques which seem to increase in interest as they grow older," he
commented.

The long-lived Perrin peony originally was planted in 1884 next
to the gravestone of Perrin's maternal great-grandfather, Chris-
toph W. Schneider. He had immigrated to the United States in 1852
from the old Kingdom of Prussia and settled on a farm in the Town
of Jackson in Washington County.

For many years the peony bloomed each spring, usually about
Memorial Day, on the burial plot in the cemetery of David Star
Lutheran Church at Kirchhayn, also in the Town of Jackson.

In 1941, the congregation decided to remove all plantings, old
trees, iron fences and stone curbs to facilitate maintenance of the
cemetery. It was then that Perrin's mother, Emily, and three of
her sisters dug up the peonies, divided the roots and replanted them
in their own gardens. His mother's were the only ones that sur
vived.

They bloomed regularly and, after his mother's death in 1959,
Perrin and his wife, Adeline, transplanted the bush again to their
yard at 630 N. 90th St.

The following year, in 1960, the Perrins moved to their present
23



address and again took the peony along. This time, however, it
failed to bloom, although it put up lacy green foliage and budded
regularly.

"It was close along the south side of the house," Perrin said.
"It always had bloomed early and I think the direct sun and heat
radiating from the house literally baked the buds before they
opened."

He relocated the plant to a somewhat shady spot further
away from the house and the bush has responded and bloomed regu
larly for the past 10 years.

Botanically, the dwarf plant is a fern leaf peony, Paeonia tenui-
folia. A midget, it never grows more than 16 inches high and pro
duces brilliant red flowers about 3 inches in diameter.

Earliest of the peonies to blossom in spring, Paeonia tenuifolia
blooms here usually by May 30, a week or two before the more
common peony flower.

Instead of leaves in the shape of bird's feet as is usual with
other peonies, the midget fern leaf has delicate foliage and each
tuberous root shoots up only one stalk at the top of which the flow
er appears.

Unlike the more showy and larger peonies of more recent or
igin, and generally from China or Japan, the little fern is more
modest but still an attractive and highly esteemed old timer.

Paeonia tenuifolia, according to botanists, is a native of south
eastern Europe and western Asia. It was introduced in England in
1765 and from there, presumably, made its way to northern Europe
and to the United States.

The midget fern leaf probably was fairly common in the 18th
and 19th centuries, but it is something of a rarity today, according
to Perrin.

The retired city official said he and his wife, after having the
plant in the family since 1884, were considering donating it to
Boerner Botanical Gardens.

The peony collection at Whitnall Park contains 209 species and
varieties of the popular herbaceous peony, including the five differ
ent flower types: single or Chinese, semi-double, Japanese,
anemone and double-flowering.

The collection also includes almost 100 plants of the tree peony,
which is more of a shrub, with European, Japanese and Lutea hy
brids.

Perrin is sure his long-lived little fern leaf peony would endure
one more transplanting.
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THE PERIPATETIC PEONY
Reprinted with permission Missouri Life,

W . R. Nunn, Editor and Publisher, Jo Ellis, Author
From the air, it appears that

giant red, white and pink striped
flags have been laid down to dec
orate America's heartland. Down
on the ground, it's a carnival of
color stretching nearly to the
horizon.
"Flowers from the Wilds of

Missouri" make the design of this
visual extravaganza, and the
viewing is the best done in May
when the flowers are at their
peak bloom. The Missouri Wilds,
in this instance, is not a back
woods retreat; it is the Wild
family of Sarcoxie, long-famed
for producing prize-winning pe
onies, iris and daylilies.

Since 1885, four generations
of the wild family have been in
the flower business at the same
location in Sarcoxie. The business
today is operated by Allen and

Haidee Wild, their daughter Gene, and their son Jim. Allen inher
ited his knowledge and love of flowers from his father, Gilbert.
Although he passed away in 1938, the firm is still run under his
name, "Gilbert H. Wild & Son, Inc."

Polished by many tellings, the story of how Gilbert Wild got
his start in the business is recalled once again by Allen:

"In 1885, my Grandfather Wild purchaed $45 worth of peonies
for his son, Gilbert. Dad was eight years old at the time. These
plants were planted back of the house.

"At the age of eleven, Dad shipped one crate of peony cut flow
ers to Omaha, Nebraska, in a carload of strawberries. The whole
saler sent him three dollars for this first shipment.

"In 1887, to an eleven-year-old boy, that was considerable
money ! And being a lover of flowers, Dad continued to grow peon
ies the rest of his life."

Allen's grandfather, James B. Wild, had started a nursery in
Sarcoxie in 1875 with his two brothers. He sold his interest to his

Photograph by Jerry Ellis
ALLEN WILD and his wife,

Haidee, still work full time at
the Wild nursery.
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brother Henry in 1903, and that branch of the family has carried
on the nursery business. Henry's grandson, Dale, and his son,
Stephen, a fifth generation Wild, now operate the extensive Sarcoxie
Nurseries nearby.

Specializing in the perennials, Gilbert and Allen began hybrid
izing in 1925, and developed several new varieties of peonies. The
first new peony propagated by the Wilds was introduced in 1949.
Named the Hargrove Hudson, it was a large flower of medium
height and soft, light pink in color.

The Wild's most recent catalog carries twenty-three varieties
of peonies that have been hybridized in the Wild fields since that
time. The figure becomes more significant when you realize it
takes thirteen years to propagate a new variety of peony from seed
to marketable proportions.

Childhood memories for most of us rarely lack the Fourth of
July orator or the Decoration Day scene, redolent with the smell of
peonies. This latter bit of nostalgia we probably owe to the Wilds,
because the family has strongly promoted the use of the peony as
a Decoration Day flower since the turn of the century.

In the early 1900's, a Sarcoxie Peony Day was set aside, and
thousands of Southwest Missourians drove through the peony fields
delighting in their beauty. Many would bring cameras and picnic
lunches and stay for the day.

"I remember it so well," says Eva Mayfield, Jasper County
treasurer. "The traffic was bumper to bumper all the way there
and all the way back."

In 1949, Gilbert H. Wild & Son, Inc., published its first retail
catalog in color. Today, 50,000 catalogs are printed annually with
vivid close-ups that will melt a flower-lover's heart. The quality of
the photography has improved measurably since that first effort,
because Allen Wild insists on using the best professional photograph
er available to bring his flower creations to "life" and to capture
their subtle nuances of color.

Wild perennials are sold in all of the fifty states, and in forty-
eight foreign countries, including Russia. Most of the orders for
Russia have been ordered by horticultural institutes there, although
some have been sent to private individuals.

The bulk of the Wild's annual sales are shipped to individuals
who have ordered plants from the catalog, or from ads placed in
other horticultural magazines. An average of two hundred pack
ages of plants are shipped out each day.

It takes nine employees on a year-round basis, and as manv as
one hundred twenty-five during a summer, to operate the Wild's
flower business. They are recognized as having the largest peony
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and daylily fields in the world, with plantings covering nearly two
hundred acres.

The plants are dug, divided, cleaned and labeled in the field,
brought in by truck, then placed on tables in the packing house in
alphabetical order so the packers can readily find the exact variety
to fill their orders. If the plants and roots have sufficient moisture,
they are packed dry in excelsior. In dry weather, when plants have
not retained moisture, they are packed in wet moss. Planting in
structions are included with each order.

The packers are often gratified when, along with an order
sheet, they find a note such as the following: "Your daylilies from
last Spring did well. I couldn't believe they would bloom that Spring,
and with such gorgeous blooms !"

From May 10 to May SI, the Wilds take a break in their regular
shipping process. It is the peak blooming season for the peonies
and daylilies, and there are many visitors. It also affords them the
opportunity to fill the order of their largest wholesaler, Jackson &
Perkins, Medford, Oregon, for 250,000 plants.

Raising peonies and other perennials is not all hearts and flow
ers, the Wilds assure visitors. Discouraged by transportation
costs and late freezes, thev have discontinued selling cut flowers.
There have been other set-backs, too, like the time from Julv, 1972
to July, 1973, when more than one hundred inches of rainfall rotted
the plants, and a twenty-acre field was lost.

New fields are constantly needed to propagate peonies, Jim
Wild notes, because once a plant is dug up, it takes some vital
element of the soil with it which cannot be replaced unless new dirt
is added. Even horticulturists at Princeton University have been
unable to explain this phenomenon, he says.

As long as the peony is left in one place, it should fare well for
a number of years. Gene Wild recalls hearing of one peony plant in
Virginia that reportedly is more than one hundred twenty-five years
old.

There are no special secrets to growing prize-winning peonies,
Allen Wild claims, other than the "good, rich soil in Sarcoxie," and
the required freeze to break the plant's dormancy in order for it to
b'oom each year.

Allen recently has achieved many milestones. On January 17,
1975, he and his wife, Haidee, who still works full-time in the firm's
office, celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary. Within the
past three years, he was awarded the Stout Medal and the Bertrand
Farr Medal, two of the highest awards in the American Hemerocallis
Society.

Propagating and hybridizing new flower varieties has been a
long and tedious business for Allen, who is approaching his seventy
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fourth year. The honors and satisfactions have come, though, and
they make comforting companions, easing the pain in his arthritic
knees somewhat.

Allen's great grandfather, Herman N. Wild, an immigrant from
Saxony, Germany, was the first Wild to settle in Sarcoxie. He came
on horseback in 1868 because he wanted to see what was growing
on the prairie west of Springfield while the family's wagon was
being repaired, the story goes. He termed the land he saw a
"Jtopia."

What is growing on that land today is the result of the labor of
his descendants and their inherent curiosity and love of growing
things. Among Allen Wild's greatest satisfactions must be the
realization that he has enhanced his great-grandfather's vision of a
Utopia, and the knowledge that Gene and Jim will carry on the tradi
tion of "Flowers from the Wilds of Missouri."

THE CHALLENGE OF GRAFTING THE TREE PEONY
John E. Simkins, Oakville, Ontario, Canada

The stubborn tree peony does not like to be reproduced like nor
mal plants but requires that buds be grafted to peony roots. I have
followed this practice and have had 90% success to giant failure
(zero success) . This has led to a look at the various ways of handling
the parts of this process or the how, when, and where of the tech
nique.

There are two main problem areas in grafting tree peonies.
The first is the growing together of the scion and the root. The
second is the rooting rather than rotting of the root.

Starting from the tip, let us consider the buds. The major
variables here are how many buds to graft on one root, the best buds
to graft and the best time to cut the buds and how long they can be
kept before grafting.

There is a folk lore in the peony land that three buds are better
than two and two are better than one. I cannot say I have noticed
any differences as far as the union and growing is concerned. One
might hazard a guess that if three large buds all grew on the two-
inch rootstock I use, it might not be up to the task of carrying this
much growth. David Reath uses large roots and what look like sev
eral-budded scions. His grafts are larger for age than any others
I have seen, so it has an advantage later on.

A tip bud is an advantage in that if you can't get yourself to
cut it off in the spring the colour of the bloom will tell you if the
labels have been kept straight.

The time for cutting the scions can be from mid-July to Oc
tober. Some quite green ones taken this July looked as if they had
grown to the rootstock by August.
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Scions taken on a trip are best transported in plastic bags in
ice chests. On one trip most of the scions that we took were cut in
the pouring rain and few succeeded. I think there was too much
moisture in the wood and this deterred the joining.

How long can scions be kept before grafting? I received a
parcel from England last year that had been in transit for nearly a
month. The outside of the scions was black but there was green
underneath. They were grafted and first stage of union took place
in a heated, lighted frame. It was by that time too late to plant
them outdoors, and they were placed in refrigeration over the win
ter. Unfortunately the root rotted, maybe due to higher moisture
than was needed. I think the sooner they can be grafted after cut
ting the better. I have not noticed any difference between side
buds and those growing from the ground but have not looked at this
variable.

I graft all buds on the stem from the top to the small woody
buds low down. The woody ones most often do not take but some
times they have been the only ones that have caught. Some green
scions done in July gave my best catch last year.

There are two ways of cutting the scion for grafting. The most
common in America is the wedge-cut, the point being about an inch
below the bud. The Japanese use a side graft made by cutting down
on the rootstock and leaving a flap to cover the stem of the scion. I
have had no success to date with a side graft, but have tried to use
the flap technique several times this year, but cannot locate the
grafts to see if it worked.

The most important point to watch in making the graft is to
have sharp knives. I have been using safety razor blades with a
heavy back. Those I buy are Gem, although there are others some
what cheaper sold in paint stores to use in scraping paint from win
dows or in a gadget used to trim wall paper.

The soft material needs the sharpest knife, so I start a new
blade on roots and as it dulls, move it to scions and then discard it.

By setting the blade on the scion and pushing it down to make
the cut one gets a straight cut on both sides. This makes a good fit
with the cut in the root stock. Sometimes if the blade is a little
dull the bark will be bent over. If this happens, the bark can be
trimmed off after the cuts are made. I do one scion at a time and
then match it with a root. I don't know whether it matters but the
professional grafters at Sheridan's Nursery near me do it that way.
If the scion end is laid on the rootstock, the length and width can be
gauged just before cutting it. After making the right cut the scion
can be repositioned to show the line for the next cut. It seems nec
essary to have a good fit.

Last year in late October I took up a large tree peony from
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which I obtained many scions and roots. I decided to use these to
do some grafting experiments. I grafted about 100 scions dividing
them into two groups. One group I treated with chlorox. The other
received no treatment. Then I divided the 100 into ten groups of
ten plants each with half chlorox treated in each group, i planted
these groups as follows, in the garden against the north wall of the
house, against the west wall, three feet out from the west wall in
a raised bed, in the main garden, at work, 1 put one over a buried
steam pipe. These were all placed so the tip was three inches
Deiow ground level.

The others I kept in the house. One group was placed in a
box of spagnum moss covered with plastic under a fluorescent
light fixture. One in a plastic bag with vermiculite, one in a plastic
bag with pearlite, one in a bag with peat moss. These were all put
on the heating duct. One set was planted.

The results are rather lamentable. Of those planted outside
two grafts against the north wall of the house sprouted this spring.
Six of those in the cold frame are growing, all the rest stayed under
ground. I haven't dug them up in hopes they will show next spring.

Those in the house fared better. Half of those in spagnum
moss made the initial join, but then the root rotted later on. The
bags with vermiculite yielded three unions. These were put in pots
but the roots dried out. About half of those in peat moss and
pearlite seemed to take, but none rooted in the pots.

So late grafting can work, but it is much more hazardous than
earlier work. I found the best way is to plant the new grafts in a
cold frame with a heating cable buried six-inches deep with the
thermostat at one-inch deep set at 70°F.

This is left on until the initial take, in about a month. Then
the temperature is reduced gradually over a month or so to outdoor
temperature. Meanwhile mats have been placed over the frames to
stabilize the temperature.

The big problem in handling the grafts after the initial union
is to have good drainage. Most root rot is due to too much moisture
around the rootstock. This is difficult when handling them under
refrigeration or in the house.

Another problem with the rootstock occurs if the young grafts
are planted out in the spring. Unfortunately the cold frame and
cable are tied up until the last year's grafts are moved. So to get
an early ,start I planted about one hundred grafts in early May in
the garden. They were put with the top bud three inches below the
ground. Only 70% survived. I haven't dug them yet to see what
happened, hoping they might emerge next spring. This year I
gently pulled the cable up between the rows as soon as union oc
curred. Only a few grafts were sufficiently disturbed to need
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replanting, and now I have my cable and thermostat for late graft
ing in another bed.

Grafting is a good way to fill in the time from mid-July to Sep
tember when planting can begin.

There is another propagation method that can be used to fill in
from mid-June to mid-July. This is rooting cuttings under mist.

Last year I met a peony grower named Mir. Kotyk from St.
Catherines, Ontario. He told me he had rooted long stems of tree
peonies under mist. His secret was to make the cut between the old
and new wood. He said that even though there was a good root
system on each branch, they failed to survive the winter outdoors.
At the show in Milwaukee I asked David Reath about this and he
said he had also rooted some branches some years ago, but they had
also failed to survive the winter. He thought if the branches were
potted up and pot placed in a cold cellar until spring, they could sur
vive, but to date, has not tried it.

In early June I set up a mister and inserted about twenty
branches in a mixture of sand and peat moss (about 50/50).

These were kept under a continuous mist except at night and
when it was raining, for about two months. About eight branches
rooted. There were only about three roots per plant, the best being
a small top cutting.

Branches of lilac, forsythia, mock orange, and other shrubs pro
duced large root systems in the same conditions. I think if an inter
mittent system was used the warmer surroundings would have pro
duced more roots. Maybe heating cables would help. Neverthe
less they did root and now I have potted up four or five and planted
the rest in the garden at various depths.
I mentioned my little experiment to Mr. Graham-Jones of Eng

land and he sent me the article by Mr. Lloyd which appears in the
Bulletin. One can see from these experiments that there are lots of
things one can do with peonies. I have just been reading about hard
wood cuttings and will try some of these this winter.

There is a lot to be learned about propagating tree peonies, why
not join in the fun?

PEARLS FROM THE POD OF THE PEONY
Yours for the Asking

Chris Laning, Kalamazoo, Michigan
Don Hollingsworth's article for would-be-hybridizers in the

September, 1977, American Peony Society Bulletin should be read
again. It provides a good setting for this article.

It takes several years to develop a new strain or even a new
color or shape in peonies. Only the avid hybridizer will go through
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the stages of accumulating stock selected to be pollen parent or pod
parent, make protected and deliberate crosses and then grow the
forthcoming seeds to flowering age. Also following this, he must
make selections, discard the unwanted seedlings, and then repeat the
process again. As of today there is little to show for all the time
and money invested by me. But all this will eventually change. AndI might say, HAPPINESS IS HYBRIDIZING!

Now let me tell you about a happy situation that has run right
alongside this hybridizing project; seeds of the most advanced hy
brids available were given to me by Roy Pehrson, some years a few
seeds and some years many. At the same time one and two-year-old
seedings were provided by Roy P. Often a package would arrive
with 100 or more seedlings enclosed, many of which are now coming
into bloom. Magnificent, adorable, darling, pretty, and lovely are
words you could well use when walking through my peony patch
thanks to Roy Pehrson.

Now, I am willing and able to send you seeds from these plants
free of charge. And maybe in a year or two, seedlings can be added
to this offer just as Roy has done for me.

Other hybridizers also have provided seeds for this distribu
tion. These, too, are yours for the choosing.

Next June is a good time to plant peony seeds, but right now is
a good time for receiving them. So do your dreaming and choosing
right now! My address is Chris Laning, 553 West F Avenue,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

From Mrs. H. M. Titus, Derby, Kansas

1. White Jap open. Large blooms with yellow centers.
2. Sea Shell open pollenated single pink lactiflora.
3. Krinkled White open single Lacti.
4. Rushlight F3 open pollenated creamy white single.

Beautiful foliage.

From Roy Pehrson, Minnesota
1. Seeds for pod (or seed) parent plants. These would be of

greatest use by those who would like to have some very
fertile tetraploid seed parent plants.

2. Roy's Best Yellow Quad F2 x Moonrise F2
3. Roy's Second Best Yellow
4. Big tet, very fertile.
5. Seeds from three tetraploid plants which have flowers with

flares.

From Don Hollingsworth, Kansas
Advanced generation seeds from tet plants.
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From Chris Laning, Michigan
1. Minnie Shaylor lactiflora
2. Sable x lobata F2
3. Sanctus x Rushlight
4. Roselette's Child F2
5. Serenade F2
r. Ai-changel Fl
7. Rushlight F2
8. Archangel x Nancy F2
9. Red Pod
10. P. lobata
11. QuadF3
12. Quad F3 x Moonrise (cream yellow flowers)
13. Suffruticosa (tree peony)

THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY,
75 YEARS AGO

In 1902, Mr. C. W. Ward, President of the Cottage Garden
Nursery Co. sent a letter to growers of peonies asking that an asso
ciation be formed to correct the peony nomenclature. The first
meeting was Febr., 1903, in Brooklyn. New York. The American
Peonv Society was formed. Mr. Arthur Fewkes was chosen as
President. There were 37 charter members. The first annual meet
ing was held in Detroit, Michigan, June, 1903. Mr. Fewkes was un
able to continue as President and Mr. Ward was elected, with Mr.
Fewkes as Secretary. At that meeting it was voted that the Society
be incorporated under the laws of New York. A certificate of in
corporation was filed inAlbany, N.Y., July 2, 1904.

The Peony Manual

For this coming 75th anniversary, we think it is appropriate
to publish some reprints of articles from early issues of the Bulletin
and from books written by members of the Society. Since the next
issue of the Bulletin will be March, the reprints will begin with this
December. In addition to the reprints, we will bring to the present
day, names of peony greats of the past.

The names of two charter members are well known to the Amer.
ican Peony Society today. Charles Klehm and Son Nursery, Ar
lington Heights, I11., and the Wild Brothers, Sarcoxie, Missouri.

Editor
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Rev. C. S. Harrison of York, Nebraska was one of the Peony
Greats of the American Peony Society. A Charter member, and until
his death in 1919 he did so much in awaking the present widespread
interest in the peony, being active in growing the peony and
in his writings.

The following pages are from his book (out of print). More
will follow in future issues of the Bulletin.

INTRODUCTION
C. S. Harrison's Peony Manual

("Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.")
Submitted by Don Hollingsworth

How can it be, unless we give it a hearty invitation and a cor
dial welcome. Over every home, hamlet and farm there hangs a di
vine ideal of what the place should be, just as the plan of the stately
building hangs in the office of the architect. Pull down the plan and
work to it, and you will be amazed at the result. All around us are
surprises of loveliness, if we would only let them reveal themselves.
How rich we would be if we could only reach out and take our own !

I am the child of a King. My hoe is a magician's wand. I touch
the earth, and lo, thousands of forms of loveliness spring up to
salute me. When I work, there thrills through my soul the ache and
eagerness of the overshadowing love to give a revelation of His gifts
of beauty to the world.

The good Lord never has had a chance to glorify and cheer this
somber earth.

I love to work, to get near the heart of good old Mother Nature
and go into her inner temple and help her work her miracles. We
tread on the verge of a vast empire, whose splendors are just com
ing to our vision. We have reached a point where we can do great
things. The parents of our great families of flowers are ready to
give us a new progeny.

In summer my place is a garden of delight. I believe in adorn
ing Beulah Land which lies on the hither shore, that it may give a
forecast of the glory beyond. The heavens are the flower gardens of
God, each sun shining in its own robes of splendor. One is a sapphire,
and that a glowing amethyst. There is an opal, and beyond an
emerald. There is a blazing topaz, and there swings a flashing dia
mond. When the great Horticulturist drove His plowshare through
the fields of azure He sowed the furrows with stars.

The Author of beauty has great treasures of loveliness down
here if we will only reach out and take them. Less than six years
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ago my place was a patch of rank weeds. Now, every morning,
from early spring till the hard frosts of autumn, thousands of flow
ers salute me. The Paeonies are in their glory, 50,000 in 400 vari
eties, many of them entirely new. Here at the door stands queenly
Festiva Maxima, white as the soul of the Madonna, with now and
then a blood drop, as though the iron had some time entered her
heart. What a marvelous flower, 7 inches across. Close by is a La
Tulipe. Never flower had such a bud, with its interlacing of green
and crimson, growing more and more pronounced till the great ball
opens, flooding the air with fragrance. There is Baroness Schroder,
one of the most ethereally delicate, and yet hardy. What rose can
match it? And in the center the lingerings of gold, from which
come exhalations of sweetest perfume. There stands Terry's Carna
tion on dress parade, and yonder Tecumseh, and the radiant Pottsi.
Nor are those of Nebraska birth far behind. There is Golden Har
vest, the whole plant striving to cover itself with garments of bloom.
Floral Treasure is a fragrant hemisphere of delicate pink, fading to
white. We cannot name them. My 400 are much better dressed and
better behaved than the other "400" we read of.

Billows of fragrance load all the air, and these thousands of
thousands seem in the distance a vast carpet of a grace and splendor
too good for earth, fit to be pressed with the feet of angels.

Look this way, and you see great fields of columbines, of fifty
varieties in one fascinating blend of loveliness. There the Caerulea
we see in the Rockies, photograph of heaven's deepest blue and the
fleecy clouds. There is one of pure gold, such as we saw blooming
in the Yellowstone Park. These are not enough appreciated. Don't
be stingy with them. Plant great masses, and they will be two
months in bloom. There is a field of oriental perennial poppies. They
are of dazzling, flame-like brilliancy, some of the flowers nearly
eight inches across, and inside the most delicate penciling and trac
ing all done up in jet. It is astonishing how much exquisite and
artistic work nature has put out on each blossom.

Then comes the procession of thousands of Gaillardias, with
smiling, open faces, blooming all summer, pansies in almost infinite
variety. Then come the blessed phloxes, then gladioluses, cannas
and dahlias, a great worshipful host. I go through them all and
wonder if this is myself, the hard-working man on whose shoulders
sit more than three score and ten years. Is it a miracle? Retiring
from professional labors, with nerves worn threadbare, in poor
health, with hardly any means, yet with "heart within and God
overhead," with skilled hands, willing brothers of the brain, so
much has been accomplished, and I am in wonderland. A case like
this should be an encouragement to the home-maker.
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CHAPTER V
C. S. Harrison's Peony Manual

Raising from Seeds
We must pay more attention to this. There is no reason why

we should not produce more rare sorts. There is a fascination here.
You never know what is coming. Just beside you, in the unknown,
there is a rare, lovely and fragrant flower waiting to surprise you.
You wish to give it a chance to materialize, so you are on the alert
to welcome your new creations. One in a hundred will be fair; per
haps one in a thousand will be superior

Note this fact: You must secure seed from the very choicest
kinds. Here we are handicapped. Great, splendid ones, like Festiva
Maxima, Tecumseh and Richardson's Rubra Superba, can go no
further. Those grand, double ones have reached their limit. It is
well-known that the single and semi-double are very prolific, and
yield any amount of seed. When Terry and Rosenfield, in the west,
commenced their work, they secured seed from the very best. Thirty
years ago Mr. Terry began with seeds from the choicest flowers
that would yield any, and he has given us some fine ones. So with
Rosenfield, who gave us Floral Treasure and Golden Harvest, that
now stand well at the head of the procession.

Other propagators I know of have used, I am sure, seeds from
inferior plants, and as like begets like, they have very inferior
strains. One grower, by a good deal of enthusiasm and fulsome
praise, has sold several which proved to be a disappointment. The
whole stock, with a few exceptions, is coarse and cheap, and does not
sustain itself. It is remarkable that you may raise a thousand seed
lings, and there will be no two exactly alike

We are glad to note cheering success in originating new varie
ties in America. We need to go in on a larger scale. Mr. Kelway,
of England, and Mr. Terry, of Iowa, have given us over 100 each.
The main difference between them is, Kelway has used the most
ink. I think Terry has never photographed one of his grand crea
tions. We are happy, however, to present some in this Manual. I
think it would be much better to go heavily into the business of
propagation than to send so much money to Europe and import so
many disappointments.

There is a future for this industry. For instance, the new
Japanese, with their peculiar stamens, are very unique. I have
about twenty-four kinds. They seed readily, and having them
hemmed in with other fine varieties, I have great hopes of a new
race of hybrids. I also intend this fall of 1904 to plant about two
quarts of the very choicest seeds that I can secure. I have large
quantities of my own and have engaged more, and from the coming
thousands I hope to see some of superior merit
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(Harrison, continued) Care of Seeds and Planting
It is better to gather the seeds before they get thoroughly

dried, and plant immediately, or mix them with moist sand and
plant just before the ground freezes. In the west, often our falls
are so dry that seed, at the ordinary depth, would dry out. Those
can be planted that are thoroughly dried, but it takes two, and even
three, years for them to germinate. They should be planted in rows
about two inches deep. If, in the spring the ground should incline to
crust, it may need pulverizing with a rake, so that the little plants
can come up readily. If sown in a seed bed they can be removed when
a year old. Though the roots will be small they will be full of vital
ity. If far enough apart so they can have a fair chance to develop,
it is better to let them remain till they bloom. But it takes some
years for them to fully show their individuality so you can know
what to depend on. Don't be in a hurry. I have known rejected
ones to develop flowers equal to almost any, and I have one which
was discarded while young, which is now near the head of the pro
cession. Young plants do not often go back, but show up better as
they grow old. The .Paeony has almost infinite patience, and you
must have a little even in this age of steam and hghtning.

"Playing Possum"
Possessed of a marvelous patience, this plant will often bide its

time, and seem dead, when it is only gathering its force for a vigor
ous push.

One fall I planted quite a row of the splendid Princeps. Next
spring not one of them came up, nor did they show any signs of life
during the summer. I was preparing to use the ground for some
thing else, when, after lying dormant for eighteen months, tne
whole row pushed up and commenced a vigorous growth.

When you dig a lot from the same ground, there will be many
spring up the first year, and often more will show the second year,
having taken so long a time to form a head. It is my custom in cut
ting up, to replant the same row to the same kind, to avoid any mix
ture, and if I cannot do this I am careful to plant between where tne
rows were, so the strays will not come up in the same row with those
I am planting, but between them.

SUCCESS WITH PEONIES W. F. Christman, Bulletin #117

W . F. Christman, Minneapolis, Minn, and Northbrook, III. 1877-1955.
President of the American Peony Society and Secretary. 1924-1951.'

Peonies are so hardy and have such a tenacity for living, it is
hard to visualize why they would not be successful if a few simple
rules are followed, which is true of every plant grown. They require
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a well drained location where the sun is present the larger part of
the day.

The early fall months seem best suited for planting operations.
They can also be planted in the spring, with success, if the divisions
or plants have been dug in the fall and properly stored throughout
the winter months.

The buds should be placed approximately two inches below the
surface of the earth when planted. In the south, more shallow plant
ing is recommended. Care should be exercised to keep them away
from heavy shrubbery or trees where the moisture would not be suf
ficient for their proper development and tne ground would be de
pleted of its fertilization properties.

While the peony will give fair results with little care, it is only
reasonable to expect that with ample cultivation, remarkable results
will be obtained. Due to the fact that the peony will tolerate a
great deal of neglect, often leads to total indifference or disregard,
which will finally result in loss of your peonies. Properly cared for
they will last a lifetime, so an investment in peonies is a worthwhile
venture, as one cannot lose.

Be sure the roots you plant are healthy. This can be assured
by purchasing from reliable growers in whom you have implicit
faith. Cheap peonies, bargain lots, clearance sales are all guide
posts for caution. Cheap peonies may be diseased peonies which
would be very undesirable at any cost. Cheap bargain lots often
prove to be just that, aheap and undesirable. Clearance sales quite
likely contain varieties not desirable. This does not always hold true,
however, but caution must be used in each instance before a large
outlay is expended.

Be sure to select a permanent position for your peonies, if this
is possible, for after a plant is established, it will take it some time
to recover after being replanted. If this should happen, be sure to
divide the plant or plants you move for best results. Standard di
visions of three to five eyes have been found most satisfactory.

In planting operations, avoid commercial fertilizer coming in
direct contact with the roots. This also applies to manure or other
similar material. Directions for planting peonies often carry these
words, "peonies are gross feeders" and has led to many failures.
They can be killed by over application of fertilizers. They resent it
and become anemic, the leaves and stems will turn yellow and if not
removed to a new location, they will pass out of the picture. It will
also take them some time to recover their normal health, even if
they are removed. If this replanting is necessary due to over
feeding, place them in ground without any fertilizer whatever, until
they have had a chance to recover.

Too deep planting is the chief cause for failure to bloom. The
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buds that appear on the crown should be placed approximately two
inches below the surface of the ground when planted. In the south,
more shallow planting is recommended.

Remember the plant receives a great deal of its growing prop
erties from the air in the form of oxygen and nitrogen. This
means that if the plants are cut down immediately after flowering,
you are depriving the plant of needed nourishment that will be
detrimental to root development. When cutting flowers, leave at
least two sets of leaves to each stem to provide these elements.
This is practiced by commercial growers, who, in addition, leave at
least two or three blooms on each plant when cutting operations are
completed. Severe cutting weakens the plant growth and the plant
will eventually deteriorate to such a degree that it is worthless.

The foliage of a peony plant is most interesting and attractive
as well as decorative. Let it remain on the plant until after heavy
frosts have done their work. The foliage, if left over winter, will
provide sufficient covering to protect the plant from heaving dur
ing the winter months. If foliage is not removed in late fall, be
sure to take care of this work very early in the spring before growth
starts. Peony plants when they first make their appearance in the
Spring are very brittle and are damaged easily. They can be broken
as easily as asparagus in their early development. This foliage re
mains decorative throughout the entire growing season and makes
landscape borders most attractive. There is wide variation in color,
leaf formation and in the many types of Tree Peonies, Hybrids and
Herbaceous sorts in singles, semi-doubles and full rose types or
doubles, with a wide color range in each class, gives one an almost
endless amount of combinations possible.

Newly planted peonies should be mulched the first season, or
until they become established and have sufficient root growth to
prevent heaving. We have seen well established plants, thoroughly
established, torn loose from the crown by alternate freezing and
thawing during the winter season. This does not happen very often,
and it is fortunate that it doesn't.

Some complain that the peony is not in bloom for a long enough
period in spring to pay for bothering with it. By judicious selection
of the different species it is possible to have two months blooming
season. To do this, start in with the tree peonies, followed by the
specie and hybrid varieties and end up with the herbaceous types.

Peonies do well in most sections of the United States with the
exception of the extreme southern states. We are getting favor
able reports of their performance over a very wide area, including
some southern states.

Plant peonies liberally and see how generously you will be re
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paid for your trouble. They will not fail you but each year will sup
ply lovely flowers and attractive foliage throughout the growing
season.

PEONY BREEDING SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Edzvard Auten, Jr., Bulletin #132

Edward Auten Jr., Princeville, III. 1881-1974. Breeder of fine peonies.
Family of nurserymen. Peony, Robert W . Auten, National Grand
Champion 1975. Authored, Bulletin articles.

A member of the Society wrote and asked me the following
questions, saying he could not find the answers in the bulletins.
Thinking they might possibly be of interest to some other person, I
am giving here my reply.

1. In breeding for color, what are the tendencies? Is red a
dominant color ? Is pink the result of a red x white cross ? I would
judge that white is a recessive and will breed true. Does it?

Ans. Peonies are already so badly mixed up, genetically, that
it is almost impossible to follow any definite lines, such as Mendel's
law. Not only do we have wide variations in all properties in the
pure lactiflora (albiflora) species, but I believe the Japs injected
some other species' blood into their introductions. What it was, I do
not know. But most of the Jap kinds, sent from Japan, will, if
planted blind, without any eyes or crown material,, in time, throw
out new shoots from the side of a plain root. This factor can easily
be transmitted to new kinds. El Capitan, a semi-double of mine,
will send out these side shoots. It probably is a seedling of Mikado.

As to tendencies in color, the general one is for like to produce
like ; for a red, crossed on a white to split the difference and produce
some pinks. In the officinalis x lactiflora cross, where red officin
alis is used, the red is strongly dominant. But these are not un
varying rules. My blush white double, Northland, not a hybrid, is
supposedly a seedling of the black-red Adolphe Rousseau, pollen par
ent unknown. Whether that came from a recessive tendency or
from the push of the unknown pollen parent, we cannot tell.

White crossed on white will probably give all whites, but not
always, and I do not know that such a white color should be called
recessive. My most outstanding results of crossing white on white
were, first, 98 seedlings of white Duchesse de Nemours, chance pol-
lenized, but close to several plants each of the old white single, albi
flora, The Bride, and the white, loose, semi-double, La Rosier©, which
has a weak stem, blooms lie on the ground. From these 98 seedlings,
I named at least 16 kinds and could have named more, except for
similarity. There were about sixty doubles and semi-doubles and
three pink doubles, Naomi, Pathfinder and Julia. The last was so
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full-petalled that it would not open well when full grown, so I dis
carded it, but it was a beautiful thing when perfect.

Some of these white doubles were discarded because of weak
stems; a most unusual susceptibility to late frost damage of buds
and one, Silver King, plant, stem and bloom of absolutely highest
quality, but so very full and late, it does not open every year, this
in contrast to most of the kinds being early. An especial refinement
undoubtedly came from La Rosiere. Othar pollen may have landed
on the Duchesse de Nemour's blooms than from Albiflora, The
Bride, and La Rosiere.

My other successful use of white on while was as follows. Isani
Gidui is a fine enough bloom for anybody, but stem and plant habit
are not very good, so I took a lot of pollen from my white origina
tions and raised 420 plants from this seed. Of these 60 white Japs
were good enough to advance to second trial. From these, after
many years, I named five. I imagine I threw away some singles
that would equal any single on the market today.

2. How do you get doubles ? Japs ? Singles ?
Ans. You get doubles when the Lord gives them to you. Nature

it not concerned with perpetuating fancy kinds, but the species, so
there is a strong tendency for reversion to the single type. You will
get all the singles you need in your striving for Japs and doubles.

To get Japs, pollenize Japs with single pollen. When I finally
got Nippon Brilliant, it was a second attempt. First plants where I
expected Japs, yielded only 3% of Japs and no good ones. I had
used pollen from semi-doubles, evidently, for I started all over again
and used pollen from singles on Japs and got 25% Japs, including
Nippon Brilliant. Moon of Nippon came from pollen split out of a
narrow petal of double white Marie Lemoine, which had a yellow
swelling on its edge. But Jap type can pop out any time and you
cannot be sure what you will get from any lot of seeds.

3. What about early and late blooming, which is dominant?
Also height of plant ?

Ans. Time of blooming and height of plant are variable in
offspring. I did, however, get Peggy, a dwarf, from Octavie Demay,
a dwarf. I now have a nice, unusual single pink, I could name, from
Octavie Demay. It was also dwarf.
If I were seeking new doubles, I would use pollen from semi-

doubles on doubles that had seed pods, but no pollen; on semi-
doubles and on the best Japs.

If I wanted new whites, I would cross white on white. If new
reds were desired, red on red. If pinks were the goal, red on pink,
since there is greater needfor deep pinks than light ones.

But I say, first of all, work with kinds that are vigorous, have- 41 -



good stems and above all a strong root system and roots that are
resistant to decay. If working with reds, use only those kinds which
are a clear red and which do not fade an ugly shade as the bloom
ages. In double whites, rose fragrance is a must with me now and
also refinement of petalage.

Line breeding is not really important with peonies. If you get
a good one, you have it for all time by root division. If one lived to
be 300 years old, it might be interesting to breed true hereditary
strains and start new. Even so, what one got might not be a bit
better than some we now have.

By Ernest Flint Kelsey, Aurora, Neto York 1871-1946. Breeder.
Excerpts taken from his lengthy article in Bulletin #100. Dec, 1945.

In the beginning God did not create streamlined trains; he left that for
man to do. In the beginning God did not write books,; he left that for man
to do. However in the beginning God did create and adorn the flowers of the
field. Then He invited us into his garden and said: "Work with me and make
them still more beautiful." Ever since men have been colaborer with Him, in
His sun-heated, river-watered global greenhouse. Organization in embryo was
in that garden. "It is not good for man to be alone," was the first call to
organize. The American Peony Society has followed this ancient blueprint to
meet a need and accomplish a worthy purpose.

A progressive step was the publication of the Bulletin of the Peony News
Aug., 1915. The first article was by A. H. Fewkes, under the caption, "What
are you doing for the cause of the Peony?" You could lift that entire article
and print it in his Bullein 100, and it would be up to the minute. It touches the
age-old sore spot that can be epitomized by some work and some shirk. (This
article will be reprinted this coming 75th anniversary).

The peony has followed the westward trek of civilization from China to
Europe to U.S.A. with the early settlers along the Atlantic coast, on to the
midwest, now the peony capital of the world.

The American Peony Society has grown in numbers and solidarity. It
has rescued the peony from an apparent hopelessness of jumbled nomen
clature. It has instituted and maintained a peony magazine second to none in
the field of floriculture. The American Peony Society has firmly established
the peony in America as its leading perennial and has encouraged the produc
tion of new varieties in hundreds of gardens, far outstripping European hybrid
ist in number and quality of new varieties. It has now reached its one-hun
dredth number. Long live the American Peony Society.

Mr. Kelsey gave to the peony world many beautiful and fine
peonies that are in our gardens today.

His peonies are listed, page 135 in, "History of Peonies and their
Originations." Among his lovely creations are LOIS KELSEY, pic
tured on the inside of this Bulletin cover. It is a popular peony for
artistic designs.
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The Annual Auction in June

needs peonies.

Will YOU give a division?

"Schultz-lnstant;
10-15-10

Concentrated.HighAnaiysis
Purpose 10-15-10"Startsand
Feeds"aiiPiantsIndoorsand
Outdoors.
Availableatyourstoreorsend$1.00tor5'-'?oz,$2.00tor12oz(includesmailing).

"Schultz-lnstant"
SOLUBLE FERTILIZER

20-30-20
Concentrated,HighAnalysis AliPurpose 20-30-20crystais.Grows
Vegetables,Fiowers,Roses.Trees,Shrubs,Lawns.Etc.,inYards,Gardens,Greenhouses.

* * * * sSCHULTZCO.
- St.Louis.MO63043

Back Bulletins, $1 each to mem
bers. Non-members, $2.00.

TREE PEONIES

WILLIAM 6RATWICK
rAVELION NBW IOBK 14SIS
(4 miie* Math of B*eheater)

Display Advertising Rates Schedule

Size of Ad
1-8 page
1-4 page
1-3 page
1-2 page
Full -page

Single
Insertion
$ 7.50
12.50
15.00
20.00
30.00

4 Insertions
$ 25.00
40.00
50.00
65.00

A NEW DISCOVERY
IN AMARYLLIS

Write for our circular.
Sent upon request.

Louis Smirnow
85 Linden Lane

Brookville, Long Island, N.Y.
11545

Peonies Outdoors and In by Arno and Irene Nehrling (1960) 288 pages containing
information in all phases on the herbaceous and tree peony. Society mem
bers $4.95.
Send check or money order for the above literature to American Peony

Society, 250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, Minnesota 55343.

Joe's Bulletin, America's oldest flower garden magazine:. Re
sourceful, unequaled ad section. Buy, sell direct save. Sample,
13 cents postage. Write IAMOCO, Box 144, Lamoni, Iozva 50140.



HERBACEOUS AND TREE PEONY HYBRIDS

DAVID REATH
VULCAN, MICHIGAN 49892

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)
Kn>ij this wonderfuifiower from spring to autumntreat, lia
ang bioomincMasonwiii greatiyexpandyour carden fnjoymwt.

A^70^/~i/Vn Three quarteriyJournai. and a iarge Yearbookare fHied with// X S J |tlf0rmativ(*data,on varieties,cuiture, performanceand profrea..U 0 A/J jj Many Round Robimiopen to participation.
Annual Membership $7.SO

JoiiTTHE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
Mr*. Arthur W. Parry, Sec'y .-Editor Signal Mountain, Tsnn. 37377

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basle information on daffodii culture, types and

ciassification, recommended varieties, snow procedures
and piaces to buy bulbs.
The Daffodii Journal, a quarterly of the Society,

Just fuii of information yon shouid have.
The privilege of attending locai, regional and national

meetings.
And new friends aii over the USA, ali enthusiastic

about Daffodiis.
Annuai Membership $7.50

Don't deiay. Send yonr cheek today to:
MR. OEOROE S. LEE JR., Executive Director

88 Chichester Rd. New Canaan, Conn. 0*8*0

COLOR SLIDE COLLECTION
Color Slide Collection: The American Peony Society maintains

several groups of excellent sets of peony sides for rental. Each set con
tains 80 slides. A complete set can be requested of all tree peonies,
herbaceous hybrids or lactifloras or a combination of these three types.

Slides should be ordered three weeks in advance of date to be
shown. Return slides promptly. Return postage, including insurance
must be paid by the renter. Insurance $50.00. A cfiarge of $2.00 is
made for every missing slide. Count slides when received and again
before sealing for return. A duplicate of any slide is not accepted,
when returned. Rental fee, $7.50.

Send request and check to: Richard Edblorh, 6917 45th Ave. N.,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55428



KLEHM S SEND FOR FREE FULL COLOR BROCHURE

Klehm's championship and award
winning peonies are fully guaranteed.
Your satisfaction is assured.

6PEONIES

CHAS. KLEHM & SON SINCE 1852

nur/ery
2 E. ALGONQUIN ROAD 312/437-2880
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005

Charter Member American Peony Society

PEONIES IRISES HERMOCALLIS

Send $1.00 for our 92nd Anniversary Catalog 96 pages in color

(1977) deductible from first catalog order.

PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 20-22nd OF MAY

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.
Dept. APS 1277 Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

TREE PEONIES
America's Tree Peony Headquarters and

The home of the NEW RACES of Peonies the Itoh-Smirnow hybrids.
Also herbaceous, herbaceous hybrids and species

Send for our new catalog with features for all enthusiasts
List of varieties, just received from Mainland China
Tips for the Home Gardener
Aid to the Hybridizer
160 photographs of tree-herbaceous-hybrids

LOUIS SMIRNOW
85 LINDEN LANE, OLEN HEAD P. O. BROOKVILLE, L L, N. Y. 11545
"You or* more likely to find it horo than anywhere oho in the world."

Send $1.00 will credit you $2.00 with each order.



(ST EDITION ....PEONIES
4 HISTORY OF PEONIES AND THEIR ORIGINATIONS
ipiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the American Peony Society

In Three Parts
I. VARIETY CHECKLIST

Based on a list compiled and edited by
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gist, completed in 1956,
and kept on file at Kingwood Center, Mans
field, Ohio.

REGISTERED PEONIES
Compiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich
from bulletins of the American Peony Society.
All varieties registered with the American
Peony Society are listed.
NTRODUCERS OF PEONIES AND THEIR
PRODUCTIONS
Peony varieties listed by growers and de
velopers with emphasis on information pro
vided by George W. Peyton during the years
he was secretary and editor.

5,000 INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES
Peony growers who have had to rely on
fragmented sources for tracking down
peony varieties and their origins can now
avail themselves of this magnificent wort
a spiral bound, 9x12 inch book which

lists and presents a capsule history of all
varieties in commerce. It is the result of a
monumental research, compilation and
editing effort by Greta Kessenich and the
nomenclature committee consisting of

|H three American Peony Society past presi
dents: Roy G. Klehm, Marvin C. Karrels.
and Clarence O. Lienau.

ORDER YOUR FIRST EDITION COPY NOW!
You'll enjoy this fine companion to your interest in peonies and will refer
to it many times during the course of your peony gardening activity.
It bears a beautiful color cover, contains 162 pages and is printed on
fine stock. Cover and all artwork contained inside is the work of artist
Joseph F. Kuczek. Price per copy $10.00

American Peony Society

250 Interlachen Road

Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

Please send me copies of "The History of Peonies and

Their Originations" at $10.00 per copy for which I enclose $

Name

Address

City State Zip ...


