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A (KtfriBtmaa Mzbbuqz
"The Holiness of Beauty"
Do You Want to Be an Artist?

You may never be a painter, but you can be a gardener. With a lit
tle effort you can take a piece of unsightly brown earth for your canvas
and put upon it a fairer scene than ever fell from painter's brush. This
is not all. You stand in the very gateway of the eternal beauty. You are
a co-worker with God, with the great Artist who paints life, who puts
the resplendent bow on the brow of the storm, who tints the mountain
of cloud with amber and amethyst as they stand sentinel by the dying
day.

Is it not wonderful that this Artist of the everlasting beauty will
come down and work with you, and second all your efforts? You plant
the seeds and bulbs and wield the hoe, and that simple instrument
becomes as a wand in the hand of a king. You touch the earth and
miracles of beauty spring up. Then the unseen brushes begin their
work. In the sweet, still and dewy morning, in the calmness of the
night and in the heat of noon, He works with you. Plant the peony, the
rose, the tulip and the columbine and care for them, and lo, the silent
partner comes without noise or heraldry, and the blessed work goes on.
Soon a thrill comes to you. You feel the honor of it, the glory of it this
partnership with Him who plants the splendors of the suns.

One of the lessons of Nature is, "Plant in masses; have an abun
dance." Don't be so stingy. Why not treat ourselves to a little en
joyment? Copy Nature on a small scale if you cannot on a large one.
When Providence knocks on your door bringing a profusion of gifts,
don't insult Him by picking out a flower or two and neglecting the
rest. He deals in abundance. How often you find this opulent word at
tached to His gifts.

One flower cannot represent the whole race; one variety cannot do
justice to the whole species. We are God's millionaires and don't know
it. Wealth is not confined to glittering gold. It comes in a thousand
forms far more attractive than cold, indifferent metal.

We pass this way but once. Let us beautify the path as we go, so
that the world may see which way we went.

We have obligations to our Heavenly Father who would manifest
Himself through us. If we are just and kind, genial and helpful, we are
His exponents. This is not all. We are not to stop here, content with
giving expression of a partial gospel. Preach God's evangel of beauty
introduced by that sweet poem of our Lord, "Consider the Lilies, how
they grow." How eager God has been to reveal His beauty to us. We
should allow Him to give expression to His beauty where we live and
at our homes. "He stands at the door and knocks." He is just waiting
to adorn our homes, our cities and farms. He furnishes the capital and- 1 -



we the labor. We are partners in the noble work.
Now if you should do the best you could, what a revelation you

would give of the Gospel of Beauty. If a whole city should wake up and
put on its best garments every yard an elysium sin would be as
abashed as in a Divine presence. "Prepare ye the way of the Lord." Let
Him wave His hand over the earth and beauty will spring up, so that
from early spring until the hard frosts of autumn flowers will cheer and
bless you as you work among them and help them to grow.

From the 1927 catalogue of Rosefield Peony Gardens, Des Moines,
Iowa. Written by C. A. Harrison, author of several manuals on the
peony and a charter member of the Society. He was also instrumental
in promoting large plantings of peonies in its trek westward.

Our thanks to Dr. Griffith J. Buck, Iowa State University, Ames,
Iowa for the old treasured material of the peony that he has given the
Society.

Artistic Designs,
National Exhibition. Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio.

Photographs, Robert F. Schmidt,
Brecksville, Ohio. - 2 -
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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow Peony Lovers:
Now that winter is setting in, I hope that all of you have com

pleted your transplanting of peony divisions. Let's hope Mother
Nature is very generous in snowfall this year so that both herbaceous
and tree peonies will have a nice white blanket covering them through
the winter months.

According to all reports, sales of peonies were brisk this fall in
both the wholesale and retail level. A great deal of interest has been
shown in tree peonies. I wish to personally thank David Reath for a
good share of this increased interest.

District 5 had their annual fall banquet at the Abbey in Fontana,
Wisconsin. Approximately 50 people were in attendance. Marvin Kar-
rels showed some excellent slides of peonies as well as giving his an
nual talk about peony varieties.

If your tree peonies are in an area where rabbits abound, please
make sure they are covered. I have observed some rabbit damage on
tree peonies at times of heavy snow.
I would like to personally invite everybody to attend the 1979 an

nual convention in Urbana, Illinois. Approximately 85 acres of peonies
will be in full bloom.

Our secretary, Greta, informs me that a few more varieties are
needed for the donation to Cornell University.

Best wishes for the holiday season just ahead and health and hap
piness in the new year.

Chuck Klehm

- 5 -



INVESTMENT IN BEAUTY
By Anthony J. De Blasi

Have you met the tree peony? If you have not seen an established
tree peony in bloom you have not had one of the greatest garden
adventures known in the temperate zone. The magic beauty of the tree
peony occurs at that moment when winter is a forgotten memory and
summer has not awakened. The air, at that time, stirs with excitement,
the world is a lush green, and jewelled colors tease the eye with their
youthful promise. In this unreal background the King of Flowers
pours its glorious treasure and the world steals a fleeting sense of
heaven.

The tree peony (Paeonia suffruticosa) is more of a shrub than a
tree, though it is truly neither. It develops wood above ground but the
similarity ends there. If you cut a tree down it will sucker around the
stump and rarely recapture its normal shape. If you cut a tree peony
down it will simply start all over again and push new stems from
adventitious buds in the root, as does a perennial. Shrubby perennial is
perhaps the best name to give this member of the peony family.

The word tree, in tree peony, probably stems from two factors:
first, the desire to contrast it with its herbaceous relatives second,
because the taller varieties can be trained into something of a little
"tree." While the latter practice results in irresistibly beautiful
specimens it leads to ultimate frustration since, after a number of
years, the older stems tend to die away to be replaced by new shoots
from the root. There goes your "tree"!

It is best then to allow the plant to "shape itself," removing only
dead wood and weak or unwanted branches. Other than this the tree
peony should not be pruned because its wood carries next year's
flowers. The annual increase in wood is slow and there is no need to
keep these plants in check. The natural shape of the tree peony is,
typically, a cluster of woody stems of various age rising to meet a
canopy of gracefully arranged leaves, each a puzzle of division into
three's, whirled around the current season's stems on long leaf-stems.
They are artistic and ornamental in their own right, an attractive sight
from spring to fall.

The resulting irregular mound of airy elegance stretches 3-5 high
and 4-6 feet across. Its "home belt" of climate is Climate Zones 6

through 8 but it will do quite well further north and further south. It
will, however, endure extreme cold better than extreme heat. In the
North, the plants will not grow as tall since the stems will rarely
lengthen beyond the available snow cover where temperatures range
much below zero. The plant itself is perfectly hardly and I have seen
tree peonies come through a winter where the air temperature was over
30 degrees below zero F.

In the dormant state the defoliated stems are hardy worth a sec- 6 -



ond look. But wait until the life-force stirs within them in the spring!
Then it strains our vocabulary to sketch the grandeur that unfolds. In
ten weeks the red buds charge through a dancing cloud of changes that
is almost like looking through a special microscope at the workings of
creation. Urgent, supple red stems and leaves and buds wiggling their
way into existence! As the foliage and stems swell and change to green
the motions decelerate and the sparkling new dress above the stems
become an exquisite foil to the flower buds which swell and burst open
to reveal their gorgeous secrets!

These thoroughbreds of the Buttercup Family wear many colors:
white, pink, coral, rose-red, scarlet, crimson, lavender, purple, maroon,
yellow, copper, and exciting combinations and blends (a green one is
said to exist in China). The petals are artistically composed and lovely
in themselves, with arresting twists, waves, and wrinkles. The tex
tures mimic silk, crepe, and velvet. There are upwards of 30 blooms on
a well-established plant, with the older ones flaunting close to 100. In
size they vary from tiny anemone-like blooms to giant double goblets
over a foot across! In spite of such great size the blossoms of the
Japanese varieties are effortlessly borne over the foliage, a startling
sight which borders on the supernatural. The huge blossoms seem to
drift like gorgeously colored clouds above the leaves, their gravity-
defying feat clearly an act of levitation (so it seems). And they are
fragrant, possessing all the perfumes known to the peony family plus
some delicious lemony odors in the Lutea hybrids (the group of yellow-
plus-reds). Their habit of blooming two weeks ahead of the herbaceous
peonies make them valuable extenders of the peony-blooming season.
Where nights were cool in the fall the foliage will color itself in reds
and purples before dropping off after the heavy frosts.

The wonder of the tree peony includes the fact that they are
trouble-free, dependable, easy to grow, and permanent, increasing in
size and beauty with the years. Pick your present favorite plant and
see how it measures up to such specifications. No wonder the Orien
tals from whom this wonderful plant came have revered the tree
peony for centuries!

Buddhist monks brought these natives of China to Japan where,
after countless generations of intensive breeding and selection, they
developed the tree peony to a point of horticultural excellence that has
never been surpassed. Many hold the Japanese tree peonies to be the
most beautiful garden plants in the temperate zone. With good reason.
If I may distort the common quip: "To see them is not to believe
them."

There are two other major classifications of tree peony. The Euro
pean varieties are the product of work done by crossing (usually) full-
double peonies onto the original Chinese stock. The resulting shrubs
have broader foliage and heavier flowers than the Japanese varieties.
The Lutea Hybrids are the result of work done by crossing both
Chinese and Japanese tree peonies onto P. lutea (yellow), P. delavayi- 7 -



(dark red), and P. Potanini (maroon), all of these species discovered in
China. These hybrids are a varied group with flowers, single-through-
double, that explore the yellow end of the peony spectrum, with in
triguing excursions into red, maroon, and lavender. Here you may find
astonishing combinations and blends of color difficult to name.

You do not need a green thumb to succeed with tree peonies. With
average garden conditions and reasonable care in planting, your
chances of success are equal to that of most common garden plants.
They are harder to grow than petunias, of course, but easier than roses.
Bear three basic requirements in mind:

1. They must be properly chosen (not all tree peonies are worthy
garden subjects, many of them seedlings of questionable value);

2. They must be properly planted;
3. You must be patient with them in the first few years after plant

ing, while they become established.
To elaborate each point a bit:
1. Tree peonies are permanent acquisitions of great beauty. They

should be chosen with the care of a piece of art work for the home. This
means that "bargain plants" must be passed up. Avoid like the plague
attractively boxed plants usually displayed along with other peren
nials at the garden centers in springtime. Unless they are growing in a
container of soil, they are likely to spell disaster if you try to plant
them at that time. Instead, choose named varieties from established
specialists, place your order in the summer, and plant your tree
peonies in the fall for best results. A dozen top varieties, sure to please,
are: RENKAKU (white, double), HANA KISOI (pink, double), TAMA
FUYO (light pink, double), HATSU HINODE (coral, semidouble),
KAMADA FUJI (lavender, double), RIMPO (purple, double), KOKU
TSURU (maroon, double), THUNDERBOLT (dark crimson, double),
HINODE SEKAI (carmine-red, double), TAIYO (scarlet, semidouble),
HIGH NOON (yellow, semidouble), AGE OF GOLD (yellow, double).
There are dozens of other top choices.

2. Planting requirements are simple but important. Choose a well
drained, open location, away from competing plants and tree roots,
that receives at least a half day's sun. If you find a spot that blocks the
intense midday sun (for example, 12 feet north of a tall tree with high
branches) you will keep the flowers from wilting and fading. Such
shade, whether natural or artificial (such as a beach umbrella), should
be provided for the darker colored varieties especially, while they are
in bloom. Avoid windswept locations. Dig a large hole the larger the
better certainly not less than 2 feet wide and 2 feet deep. If the soil is
poor, replace it with good soil amended with a generous quantity of
organic matter (peat moss, compost). If you can afford it at today's
prices, a liberal addition of bonemeal is excellent, but good rich soil in
humus is all that is required at planting time. In planting, set the base
of the stem(s) at least 4 inches below the surface. Fill in around the
roots with soil carefully but do not tamp down the soil with any great- 8 -



force. Instead, leave a slight depression in the surface of the planting
area and water thoroughly which means at least one bucket of water,
more if your planting hole is very large. Mulch the plant the first
winter after planting. Maintain at least a 4-foot spacing between
plants, more if you can.

3. Give the plants time to establish themselves. You would not ex
pect a newly planted lilac or rhododendron to show it talents in just a
year or two you shouldn't expect this of a tree peony. There are a few
things that can be done to help "speed" this process. Avoid buying
plants that are less than 4 years old. Maintain a 2-3 inch mulch of
shredded leaves or similar organic material and if possible a top
dressing of bonemeal once a year for the first several years. Water the
plants during dry spells by giving them a good soaking not surface
sprinkling. Keep pets away from them; a frisky cat or dog can in less
than a second undo the work of a year or more by snapping a precious
stem. If your "pet" is a child, explain to him the significance of your
planting and the need to protect it from accidents (like "watch both
ways before crossing the street"). If necessary, keep your fledgling
tree peonies fenced.

Maintenance is no problem. Once established, tree peonies will en
dure neglect. However, as a gardener you have no doubt learned that
care does not go unrewarded. Keep the weeds from cluttering and
choking the plants and give them the luxury of an occasional cultiva
tion. Replace the mulch if it has worn thin. If a branch suddenly wilts,
remove and discard it. Give them water if rain doesn't prove sufficient.

For your investment in money, effort in planting and getting the
plants started, your tenacious, long-lived tree peonies will repay you
with increasing dividends through the years. In fact, your greatgrand
children may continue to enjoy the benefits of your initial investment.
There is no stock on the market that can give so much for so little. And
with such style!

The Typographical Error
The typographical error is a slippery thing and sly;
You can hunt it till you get dizzy, but it somehow will get by.
Till the forms are off the presses it is strange how still it keeps;
It shrinks down into a corner, and it never stirs or peeps.
That typographical error, too small for human eyes,
Till the ink is on the paper, when it grows to mountain size.
The boss, he stares with horror, then he grabs his hair and groans;
The copy reader drops his head upon his hands and moans
The remainder of this issue may be clean as clean can be,
But that typographical error is the only thing you see.

The Viking Vacuum.
- 9 -



Peonies in Kansas City
The Linda Hall Library The Unda Ha|| L|b

of Science and 1echnology is
one of an elite group of in- by Don Hollingsworth
stitutions a research
reference library and this
one is privately financed.
Started in the 1940's under
the terms of the will of
Herbert F. Hall as a
memorial to his wife, the in
stitution has already begun
to have an aura of
venerability.

The reference collection
is international in scope and
covers all fields of science
and technology except
clinical and surgical
medicine. More than 15,000 serials are currently received, many of
them in foreign languages. A retrospective collection rich in scientific
journals and historically significant monographs has been developed
also. Publications in the holdings date to the fifteenth century. There
are currently more than 440,000 volumes. 560.000 microforms and
178,000 other bibliographic items such as maps, government
documents and patent specifications.

The library is housed in a building complex that is architecturally
pleasing and which sets in the midst of several acres that once com
prised the Hall homesite in the then suburban Country Club District.
It is these grounds which hold special interest for peony growers for
a broadly representative collection of garden peonies is taking shape
there.

The policies of the Library Trustees with respect to the physical
setting of the institution is as laudable as are their policies in the
development of library services. Mr. Francis W. Bartlett, Chairman of
the Trustees, has been quoted to the effect that the traditions of fine
landscape development and maintenance should not be permitted to
fall by the wayside under the pressures of inflation upon the financing
of institutional activities. Certainly the Linda Hall Library stands as
an exemplary demonstration and testimony in favor of the tradition.

Old trees, some of which may have originated by the time the area
was settled and many that have grown since, provide the predominant
structure of the landscape. Numerous introduced species and named
cultivars have been added over the years. Ornamental shrubs of
unusual distinction are plentiful in the underplantings. One of the
most complete collections of viburnums in the region grows here.
Several species of magnolia are represented, also azaleas and tree
peonies. - 10 -



The library's grounds management reflects an aboretum perspec
tive, with appropriate sensitivity to the educational potential. Plant
lists are made available to visitors who express an interest when
grounds personnel are on duty. The grounds are open to the public at
all times. This all contributes to make a particularly interesting en
vironment for the developing peony collection.

Although all seasonal groupings of peonies are represented, it is
the tree peonies that have emphasis in the more public area. This is an
especially opportune situation for demonstrating tree peonies. I know
of no other planting that is quite so accessible to the public in the Kan
sas City area.
A cutting garden is a prominent feature in association with the

grounds nursery area. Under the influence of Mr. Lyle Nunn, Budget
and Finance Director and Mr. Frederick Leimkuhler, the gardener, a
planting of Chinese herbaceous peonies was established some years
ago. Mr. Nunn, who is a native of Southwest Missouri, reminisces
about the Sarcoxie peony festivals of years past.

Mr. Leimkuhler, who is a member of the American Peony Society,
engages in taxonomic studies of native species, especially the oaks of
which he has been making hybrids by way of controlled pollination. He
also conducts fruit and nut tree propagation trials and a variety of
other studies related to gardening activities. He is in the enviable posi
tion of having one of the fine reference libraries "at his elbow" to serve
his studies.

The Kansas City area is indeed fortunate in having the Linda Hall
Library of Science and Technology as one of its sources of distinction.
Through this institution's unique policies on the uses to which its
grounds will be put, the members of APS share in this fortunate
association.

Photographs of Linda Hall Library peonies as they flowered in
1978 are reproduced in this Bulletin.

Photographs, Don Hollingsworth.
Kansas City, Missouri.

An ivory blend with lavender
touches and crimson stigmas, this Ear
ly Hybrid has beautifully sculptured
petals. The 8-inch flower opened with
'Archangel,' a seedling of Silver
DawnF3. It was bred by Roy Pehrson
and raised by Mrs. Jacqueline Jan-
son who has contributed hybrid her
baceous and tree peonies to the
Library collection.

- ll -



Japanese Tree Peony.



Age of Gold, Lutea Hybrid Tree Peony.

An Early Hybrid peony of exceptional
substance and style.
The petals are very white. Probable
f Sanctus' x 'Silver DawnF3' ) bred by
Roy Pehrson.

Renown, Lutea Hybrid Tree Peony Japanese Tree Peony
Horakumon

- 13 -



LINDA HALL LIBRARY
(continued)

This flamboyant pink opened t

day after 'Carolina' and provided ev

changing color for many days. A c<

mid-pink at the outset, it slou
changed lighter, never losing its char
A Pehrson seedling, possibly of Qu
Hybrid lineage.

Landscape For Beauty
John Simkins, 1246 Donlea Crescent, Oakville, Ontario, Canada.

When the peony is in bloom it will command attention wherever it
may be in the garden. The flowers call for close up inspection of the
beauty found in their form, colour and centre. As a result they are
most often used as specimen plants in prominent locations. Another
use is at the front of shrub borders where they are easy to approach.
Larger numbers are often grown row on row in straight lines in a
display bed without much regard for colour harmonies.

The artistic eye of Mr. Gratwick conceived the great circle where
many of the Saunders luteas are planted against a three foot high, thir
ty foot circular plateau. High in the centre sits the Saunders Chair
where the professor used to be seated to receive the homage of his
flowers when he came to view them in the magnificence of Gratwick's
nursery.

David Reath's display beds are in the grandiose serpentine or
Holgarth curve style. The borders are often one plant wide. These
weave around the large area lending a feeling of spaciousness
tempered with the privacy afforded by the surrounding woods.

Two years ago they were just being finished but they certainly im
pressed me with the magnificence to come.

One of the most effective private gardens I know is that of Dr. H.
Landis in Toronto. Here the tree peonies grow in their natural way on
the slopes of a hill. The many rare trees offer them shade and the
underplantings of dwarf evergreens keep the roots moist and cool an
idyllic setting.

As my collection has grown both in number and plant size and my
half-acre lot has become smaller with the encroachment of trees, bees,
hostas, and daylilies, I have been eyeing the front of the house where
only a small magnolia breaks the verdant green of the lawn.

There is sufficient room for one or two 10' x 30' peony beds. This- 14 -



time though I decided to renounce my past practice of placing the
plants in the new beds in the order they have been dug from the back
garden.

This planting must be a designer's dream but in an informal way
to match the rest of the garden.

Landscape texts were of little help in the quest and my spirit
flagged until a few weeks ago I visited the All-American Annuals
display area of the Royal Botanical Gardens. Interspaced among the
trial plantings were flowingly designed annual display borders. Then
wonder of wonders, each area contained a sketch of the designer's
plans in colour. I spoke to George Pagowski, the staff horticulturist in
charge of these annual flower beds. He gave me permission to use and
adapt them for peonies. Figure four shows his original design for a 10'
wide summer bed. It is primarily red and yellow in colour with a bright
yellow curved strip through the centre. Both height and colour con
trast are on the left while the front right provides the tonal harmony of
browns and yellows.

This design was used and adapted for peonies, one for herbaceous
hybrids and one for tree peony lutea hybrids. These are shown in
figures 2 and 3 respectively.

There are not enough bright yellow herbaceous peonies to make a
strong centre ribbon. This seemed a natural for Garden Peace. Not on
-ly is this a striking plant when showing its lily-textured white flowers
but the shiny, dark foliage makes it a standout during the rest of the
year. Requiem is similar but four inches taller so I interspersed them
to get a height variation. The reds were placed on the left with pinks
filling the balance of the rear area. Short plants were placed across the
front with reds on the ends and a yellow one in the centre. The
midground on the right is contrasting white, dark leading to the pale
yellows. The tenuifolia foliage dies down in late August so would re
quire over-planting with annuals or a ground cover. Pachysandra could
provide a contrasting green.

There is no problem in planting the centre yellow ribbon with lutea
hybrids. I couldn't find a replacement for White Innocence so left it.
The Conquest group on the top left is countered by Black Pirate group
on the lower right.

The lower growers are at the front except for Souvenir de Maxime
Cornu which needs a front view to show off its staked flowers. Amber
Moon, being a taller plant, may be better changed with Silver Sails
which is somewhat lower.

Figure four is a blank so you can fill in your own design and if you
like, send it to the Editor. I won't be able to do any of this planting till
next fall so any suggestions will be appreciated.

- 15 -



BEDDING SCHEMES OF CONTEMPORARY
DESIGN

Herbaceous Hybrids
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Fig. 2

Lutea Hybrids
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Fig. 3

From the introduction of the 1920 or thereabout catalogue of
"Traxler's Collection of Fragrant Peonies, " listing 125 varieties. Most
of the peonies listed in the catalogue are not available today.

FRAGRANT PEONIES
Chas. J. Traxler, Prop.

Every plant an Aristocrat. Everything excluded except varieties
of superior quality that possess an agreeable fragrance.

My father, Charles J. Traxler, of Minneapolis, Minn., commenced
to make this collection about 1902 as a pleasurable pastime, starting
with about fifty varieties of what were recommended by the best
known growers as the best fragrant varieties then known. Since then- 16 -



there have been new varieties introduced, some of them possessing
real merit of a very high order, but more of them on trial, proved more
or less disappointing and we have discarded them.

Our method has been to try everything out that was recommended
by the reputable peony growers, both of this country and abroad, and
after a trial of from one to three years, to discard all that did not prove
true to description or were otherwise unsatisfactory, retaining those
and only those which produced blossoms showing one or more
characteristics to distinguish it from all other varieties, which have a
distinct and agreeable fragrance and which are upright and sym
metrical in their habit of growth. Plants which have all these qualities,
and which are desirable in other respects, have been retained.

This we believe to be the only collection yet made which contains
high class fragrant varieties only. In making this collection, we believe
we have taken a forward step in peony culture, which discriminating
admirers of this wonderful flower will appreciate. We predict that the
time is not far distant when the demand for fragrant peonies will be so
great as to make it unprofitable for growers to introduce any others
than fragrant varieties.

Peonies properly planted in September, October, and until the
ground freezes in November in any good garden soil which will produce
fruits and vegetables, should give satisfaction.

Some Fragrant Peonies Ava
Autens Pride Frankie Curtis
Ball O Cotton
Blanche King
Dr. J.H. Neeley
Edulis Superba
Hansina Brand
Lillian Gumm
Martha Bullock
Mrs. J.V. Edlund
Myrtle Gentry
Philippe Rivoire
Richard Carvel

Georginia Shaylor
Mandaleen
Mrs. F.D. Roosevelt
Hargrove Hudson
Airaway
Splendida
Doreen
Florence Nicholls
Kelways Glorious
Vivid Rose
Pink Lemonade

ilable Today
Alice Harding
Ella Christiansen
A.B. Franklin
Longfellow
Primevere
Le Cygne
Mons. Jules Elie
La Perle
Mrs. Livingston Farrand
Chestine Gowdy
Festiva Maxima
Karl Rosenfeld

An Expert Talks on Peony Culture
From the IOWA HOMESTEAD, Des Moines, Iowa, June 7, 1923

Submitted by Griffith J. Buck, Professor of Horticulture
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa

Totally blind for four years, C. J. Traxler, who was born on a farm
near Mount Pleasant, Iowa, but who for some 40 years has made his
home in Minnesota, is famous as a grower of flowers. It is said of Mr.
Traxler that he is the world's most successful grower of fragrant- 17 -



peonies. How does it happen that this man, now perhaps three score
and ten years of age, and who from his father and mother, on the old
Iowa farm, inherited a love for flowers, should prefer peonies to all
others? Perhaps the answer might be found in a visit to the peony
gardens in Minnesota and Missouri, where some 125 varieties of
fragrant peonies are grown, where, to put it in Judge Traxler's own
words, he has "everybody's best and nothing but the best.'- But even a
visit to the gardens would not tell the whole story. Rather let us listen
to what this man, who at first specialized in roses, has to say.

"Moving to Minnesota in 1889, I made a collection of roses at my
home at Lake Minnetonka, some 20 miles from Minneapolis. While I
was absent from home in the fall of 1898 there came a very severe and
unexpected spell of weather. The less hardy roses had not been
prepared to withstand the weather, so that perhaps 90 per cent of them
were killed. This was discouraging, and after two or three years' ex
perience with roses, which require almost constant care from early
spring until late fall, I set about to find a hardier flower. My quest was
for something as beautiful as the rose, something as fragrant, and yet
which would require the minimum of care. After studying the matter
for some time I decided that peonies had greater possibilities than
most flowers. In them I found a great variety of colors, sizes and
fragrance, and all to be had with the least attention. The fact that they
require nothing but just planting, no digging up in the fall, are not
susceptible to many diseases, and are bothered by but few insects,
caused me to decide once and for all for this flower. After 23 years I
have never regretted my choice. Today I am a peony enthusiast a
'crank' some might call me and I'm rather proud of the title."

For those who are not familiar with the history of this flower,
which during the last few years has come into such remarkable
popularity, it might be explained that there are about 2,000 to 3,000
named varieties. Of these, some 250 or 300 are classified as fragrant.
Of the fragrant varieties, according to Mr. Traxler, about 125 are
worthwhile. He grows only the fragrant kind, holding that these are
quite as beautiful, quite as magnificent as the others, and at the same
time have the added quality of fragrance. Since the loss of his sight
four years ago, as the result of overwork in the practice of law, the
fragrance of these flowers has more and more appealed to Mr. Traxler.
Just here it might be said that this enthusiastic grower of peonies is a
lawyer of national reputation, with license to practice not only before
various state courts, but before the Supreme Court of the United
States, where he has represented lumber interests and other large com
binations of capital. Once, while looking after a case before the
Supreme Court in Washington, he was introduced to President
Roosevelt, the introducer, Adam Bede, referring to him as the "buster
of trust busters." Colonel Roosevelt is said to have enjoyed the joke
and to have become a fast friend of Judge Traxler.

Although Mr. Traxler has originated some special varieties of- 18 -



peonies, he does not advise growers generally to undertake the work.
Says he: "Peonies are difficult to originate. The seed may germinate
the first year after planting, but sometimes not until the third year.
Then it is three years before the plant blossoms as it should, and three
more years before the grower knows exactly what he has." In advising
those who wish to raise peonies, Mr. Traxler says: "First buy fragrant
varieties as well as beautiful. After that select colors you like best,
then select kinds, sizes, shapes and times of blooming which you
desire. The best time to plant is after the middle of October up to the
time the ground freezes. Peonies may be planted in any good soil. They
should not be planted in wet places nor under trees. Drainage is impor
tant. For this reason the ground should be slightly arched or ridged
above the roots, which should not be planted more than two inches
deep. Do not use too much fertilizer. If used at all, dig a hole about 18
inches deep and put well-rotted stable manure in the bottom. This will
permit the roots to go down farther. If the fertilizer is near the top of
the ground it gets into the flowers and harms them. A good way to ap
ply the fertilizer in field or lawn culture is to plow down the center of
the rows and fill the furrow with manure."

Fragrant peonies such as are grown by Judge Traxler and his
associates, among whom is A. Traxler, proprietor of the Fairyland
Gardens, near Columbia, Missouri, are within reach of the average
purse. Highly developed, rare varieties may cost $25 to $50 each. The
more moderately priced varieties are quite as satisfactory to the
average grower, and in the home flower garden or for planting in a
large way are eminently satisfactory. As Mr. Traxler has said, the
grower may choose the colors that he likes best. It is important,
though, that he make his selections so as to have blossoms for several
weeks, including early, mid-season and late varieties. As those who
have grown the old-fashioned sorts around the farm home know,
peonies require practically no care. The same is true of the improved
varieties. They go on year after year with most satisfactory results.

Although unable to see with his eyes, Mr. Traxler, who, by the
way, is a graduate of the Iowa State University, class of 1882, yet sees
with his hands. By the sense of touch he is able to distinguish the
varieties of peonies with which he is most familiar. The sense of smell
is also a great aid in identification. One of the most remarkable things
in connection with this unusual man, attorney, author, and lecturer, is
that he is able to deliver an illustrated lecture on peonies, in connection
with which 100 colored slides are shown. As the pictures are flashed on
the screen and as someone reads the titles, Mr. Traxler describes the
flowers just as if he were looking at them, calling attention to the dif
ferent tints and shades and the distinctive forms. One listening to such
a lecturer would scarcely know that they were being entertained by
one to whom has been denied use of the sense which brought to him so
much of pleasure. Yet Judge Traxler is cheerful, hopeful, optimistic.
He says that he deserves no credit for "carrying on" as he does, but
that he hopes to continue it as long as he lives.- 19 -



COIT AND CHAOS AMONG THE PEONIES
1905-1907

By Audrey H. O 'Connor, Editor. Cornell University, Ithaca, New York
About twenty years ago I acquired a copy of A Peony Check-List,

published at Cornell University in April 1907. In the 232-page bulletin,
the preface by John Craig was addressed "To the members of the
American Peony Society and the Peony-Loving Public" and described
the checklist as the first step in tackling the confusion in peony
nomenclature at the turn of the century.

As you know, the American Peony Society was established in
1903. Your charter members made arrangements with Cornell Univer
sity to grow and test varieties of herbaceous peonies to be donated by
American nurserymen, as well as by a number of growers in England,
Holland, France, Japan, and China. In 1903 Liberty Hyde Bailey was
beginning his deanship of the College of Agriculture and John Craig
was professor of horticulture.

But the most important Cornell figure in the annals of the
American Peony Society was John Eliot Coit, whose name appears on
the cover of the checklist of 1907. J. Eliot Coit, as he was later known,
had come to Cornell as a graduate student from North Carolina State
College in Raleigh, where he received his bachelor's degree in 1903. In
1905 he was awarded an MS degree from Cornell. Then Dean Bailey
and Professor Craig asked the 25-year-old Coit to take charge of the
peony project as a candidate for the Ph.D. degree.

In his preface Professor Craig mentions that the Experiment Sta
tion "was fortunate in finding a man willing and equipped for the
work," also that "Mr. Coit . . . will welcome criticism and sugges
tions." The introductory chapter for the checklist, presumably written
by the willing Mr. Coit, describes the purposes of the study and his
work method and acknowledges the help of lists from A.H. Fewkes of
Massachusetts and A. Dessert of Chenonceaux, France. He explains
the system of classification which he follows in the listing of varieties,
which makes up the bulk of the bulletin. Mr. Coit did allow himself a
few comments such as "The spelling ... is surely in a distressingly
bad condition." Again, "Many of the lots bore labels which took hours
of vexing and discouraging work to decipher." The problems with
strayed labels is referred to graphically by two photographs showing
poor and satisfactory ways to attach labels to peony roots, a still perti
nent subject.

In reading Mr. Coit's account of his work, I was tempted to read
between the lines because to plant and study 3500 peony roots and
almost two thousand varieties sounded like an overwhelming assign
ment for one graduate student. So, sixty years after the project, I
wrote to Dr. Coit for his comments on those years.

At 85, he was still active as a consultant to several large fruit
ranches in the Santa Barbara-San Diego region of California. His hand- 20 -



written postscript on one letter said "... am trying to retire
gradually." Part of his recollections follows:

"The nomenclature of herbaceous peony varieties was in almost
complete chaos.
In the fall of 1905 truck loads of great boxes of peony roots ar
rived. I planted them all in a field now occupied by the Cornell
athletic field. As soon as completed. Professor Bailey informed me
that the Regents had located the athletic field there and that work
on that would start soon. Therefore all these peony roots had to be
dug up and replanted on three acres of rented land on a farm three
miles distant. Quite a job to supervise this operation and keep all
variety labels and records straight. It was late and the work had to
be hurriedly done before the ground froze. When it did freeze many
roots were heaved out of the clay soil by the frost and had to be
reset in the spring . . .

During the winter I worked over all the trade catalogs of the
donors and searched the literature for varietal histories. One
objective was to standardize varietal names as to spelling (there
were of course many duplications) and set up rules of
nomenclature to be submitted to the American Peony Society for
approval.
All during the summer of 1906 I cared for the plantation. I worked
alone Saturdays and Sundays hoeing all the weeds out of the two
and one-half acres which were required for the plants.
In the summer of 1907 the Peony Society held its annual meeting
at Cornell with an exhibit of blooms by many members. I had
charge of the set-up of the exhibit. A few varieties in our planta
tion gave blooms which were considered sufficiently typical to be
included in the exhibit.
After I received the PhD degree in 1907 Professor Bailey
employed me to stay and look after the peony plantation, write the
peony bulletin published by the college until September 1 when I
left to accept an appointment as professor of horticulture in the
University of Arizona. There were so many varieties of peonies
which had not yet produced blooms sufficiently typical to classify
that the completion of the job was assumed by Leon D. Batchelor
who later published a final bulletin and received his PhD degree.
The American Peony Society made me a life member and I still
receive its publications."
What about the achievements of this man after he left Cornell? In

California, John Eliot Coit is known as the "Father of the Avocado In
dustry" for his research on that fruit and for his work with growers.
One of his later enthusiasms was directing research on the carob as a
dry land crop around the world. On the west coast, much of his work
was on citrus fruits at several experiment stations; his last university
appointment was a professor of citruculture at the University of
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California at Berkeley. He was the author of the textbook Citrus
Fruits and reported regularly in university bulletins and professional
journals. During his professional career, he received many honors and
awards.

My correspondence with J. Eliot Coit continued until his death in
1974 at the age of 94. We discovered that as students we had both
worked on "The Countryman", a student-produced publication of the
College of Agriculture. We had a mutual friend in Professor Ralph
Wright Curtis, a beloved professor of woody plant materials in my
time. I kept Dr. Coit informed about Ralph Curtis, since they were
roommates and Gamma Alpha fraternity brothers at Cornell. In re
ferring to this friendship, Dr. Coit wrote: "We were both ardent
amateur photographers, he taking pictures of the bark of scores of
species of trees, and I taking pictures of many varieties of peonies for
the American Peony Society."

As with many students in earlier days at Cornell, Dr. Coit had to
work his way through college. He wrote of finding sleeping quarters
above the old Forcing House in return for firing the boilers and tend
ing the temperature controls in the glasshouses. "I built myself a com
fortable warm place to study out of goods boxes, then made out of
lumber, in the boiler room basement."

In 1966 he wrote of having to give up his consulting work after be
ing "struck down with severe rheumatism" from an exposure to bad
weather. After retirement, he sold his home and lived alone in a mobile
home in Vista. "One of my daughters lives nearby and contacts me
every day." My one regret from this delightful correspondence with
Dr. Coit was that distance kept us from transcribing a complete record
of what he called "my memories of this interesting time at Cornell."

An Experiment with Alfalfa on Peony Seedlings
Rev. Joseph A. Syrovy, Vining, Iowa

Two years ago, we read with interest a short article about someone
mulching plants with alfalfa hay and that those plants grew more
vigorously and increased in size far more, than in past seasons.

Some time later we read in the Sept. 1977 issue of PAEONIA, an
article from the Kalamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, Michigan, by Dr.
Stanley R. Ries of Michigan State University, extracting an alcohol
from alfalfa, which he called triacontoral. This could be used as a soil
additive, a seed treatment and leaf spray, and "the effect on plants
was more rapid than any treatment for growth increase that I know
of" Dr. Ries.

There are hay fields to the right and left of us and so armed with
this new knowledge, I gathered some and mulched a bed of peony
seedlings that had been planted in the spring. There were tree peonies,- 22 -



Itohs and also some new hybrid lactifloras. The following year, I de
cided to experiment further.

The leaves and the tender part of the alfalfa plant were gathered,
then ground thoroughly in a blender. The liquid was then strained
through a cloth so as not to clog my sprinkling can. Soft or rain water
was added and the peonies watered, both the roots and the foliage.

The idea of brewing the alfalfa came a little later which is so sim
ple. The entire alfalfa plant was cut up, put in a large bucket, rain
water added. The heat of the sun did the rest. It was easy to take a can
of the liquid, add some more water and use in the sprinkler.

We had a short drought period this year and the seedlings required
watering. The root section was thoroughly soaked and watered
regularly. The leaf section was also sprinkled from time to time. I was
hesitant about sprinkling the foliage because of encouraging botrytis
blight, but this did not occur.

The results on the plants were startling. The growth was more
rapid, the leaves were larger, a darker green than usual, the plants
were more vigorous than other peony seedlings in the same row.

This seedling bed is on the north side of the house where they
receive only the morning sun. We find that tree peony seedlings thrive
better on the north side or in partial shade.

Previously we wrote for the Bulletin about the long summer
drought the year before, and the devastation caused by the Carpenter
Bee or borer. It wrecked my tree peony planting of many years. I had
to cut them down, almost to the ground. They were a sorry sight! The
spring growth was sickly also. Noting the vigorous and healthy
growth of the tree peony seedlings, I decided to try it on my sick tree
peonies.

First I sprayed all of them with Bordeaux mixture so as to kill any
botrytis fungus. Then we began watering with the alfalfa liquid. The
effect was noticeable almost at once and the plants began to show a
more healthy appearance and later in their growth. New plantings of
tree peonies became more vigorous. All the tree peonies will be
mulched with alfalfa hay and use our liquid alfalfa on all future plant
ings.

Research in the field of horticulture has brought to our attention
many useful materials that have always been available to us. The
Japanese are using another substance, close at hand and harmless, to
kill fungus and rot. Believe it or not, it is ordinary baking soda!
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John Marney, Associate Professor of Chinese, Oakland Universi
ty, Rochester, Michigan, has translated three poems in the classical
Chinese literary tradition, about peonies, from the mid-T'ang period.

Our appreciation to Professor Marney.

Setting Out for the Eastern Capital, Taking Leave
of the Peonies

For ten years I've missed seeing the flowers in my courtyard;
Their purple calyx are about to bloom and again I must leave home!
Mounting my horse, passing the gate, I turn my head to look.
When shall I enjoy once more these "metropolitan splendors"?

Ling-hu Ch'u

Matching Premier Ling-hu's "Taking Leave
of the Peonies"

In my official mansion, a balustrade of flowers,
But when it's time for them to bloom, I'm always away from home!
Do not say the Two Capitals are not far-distant parted
The springtime brilliance beyond my gate is the very abyss of Heaven.

Liu Yu-hsi

Enjoying the Peonies
Herbaceous peonies before a courtyard improperly bewitching.
Blossoming lotus upon a pool unfeelingly chaste.
Only the tree peony is the true "beauty of the state."
Its flowers in bloom will move the city walls.

Liu Yu-hsi

Ling-hu Ch'u (766-837) (note the rather unusual double-barreled
surname) and Liu Yu-hsi (772-842) were contemporaries and colleagues
as high officials of the central T'ang government. It was a common
literary practice a game about as serious as chess to match one
another's verse, using key words, rhymes, tone structure, and sen
timents. The matching poems here provide good examples: Liu match
es Ling-hu's rhymes hua (flowers) and jia (home); and Ling-hu's
metaphor for the peonies "metropolitan splendors" is artfully recalled
in Liu's mention of the long distance between the two capital cities.

During the T'ang dynasty (618-906) the alternative capitals were
at Loyang, the city of peonies, known as the Western Capital; and
Pien, or K'ai-feng, the Eastern Capital. Pien lay some "six post-
stages" to the northeast of Loyang a considerable distance by horse.

Liu's "Enjoying the Peonies" exploits reference, here very
original, to an imperial concubine of the 2nd century B.C. Han dynas
ty, Li fu-jen, whose beauty was described in verse as able to "overturn
cities and overthrow states." - 24 -
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Walter Marx Nurseryman Peony
Enthusiast

Allan Rogers Sherwood, Oregon
Walter and his wife, Louise, ran the largest perennial and bulb

nursery in the West starting in 1946. They specialized in iris,
peonies and daylilies. Walter's first love was Japanese iris and his
Marhigo Strain, which he hybridized, is known world wide.

The varieties of peonies cataloged and grown were the best and
newest for their day. They were primarily stock from Brand, Bigger,
Nichols, Sass and Wild. In 1963 a bumper seed production year led Mr.
Marx to harvest all seed (more than a bushel) from one 20-acre field of
peonies.

Approximately 5000 seedlings were grown and flowered. To
assure vigor and hardiness they were cared for under regular field con
ditions without any special pampering. They were culled each year,
selections being made for consistent bloom, good plant habits, beauty
and individuality.

The final choice was for thirteen selections to eventually bear the
Marx name. These were turned over to Caprice Farm in Sherwood,
Oregon, for propagation and introduction.

The first four to be registered are: MANDARIN'S COAT a very
early rose-pink Japanese, only 18 inches high; IMPERIAL DIVINITY

similar to it in form and color but 3 ft. high and very late;
JAPANESE VOLCANO a profusely blooming dark red which
opens Japanese but builds to a pompon double; and IMPERIAL
PRINCESS a uniquely-colored lavender rose, double, 3 ft. high. The
rest will be introduced when sufficient stock is available.
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REGISTRATION
MANDARINS COAT (68-30) Walter Marx, Boring, Oregon. 1978.
Parentage unknown. First bloomed 1968.
Deep rose pink, Japanese Reliable, good substance, seeds profuse

blooms.
Strong stems, very early. Small medium green crinkled leaves.
Dwarf, 18 inches in height. Stamenoids are red with golden yellow

topping. Good cut flower. Introduced by Allan Rogers,
Sherwood, Oregon.

IMPERIAL PRINCESS (68-29) Walter Marx, Boring, Oregon. 1978.
Parentage unknown. First bloomed 1968. Ball form.
Lavender rose self, double, reliable, fragrant, good substance. Strong

stems, three feet. If not disbudded, support is required.
A subtle lavender rose pink, lightening at the edges. Introduced by

Allan Rogers, Sherwood, Oregon.
VOLCANO (68-27) Walter Marx, Boring, Oregon. 1978.
Parentage unknown. First bloomed 1968.
Deep red Japanese developing into a pompon double. Stamens, no

seeds, many buds, reliable. Midseason, heights ZVt", glossy
foliage, stems wiry but strong. Fast increaser.

Introduced by Allan Rogers, Sherwood, Oregon.
IMPERIAL DIVINITY (68-13) Walter Marx, Boring, Oregon. 1978.
Parentage unknown. First bloomed 1968.
Deep rose pink with yellow stamenoids. Japanese. Very late bloom,

strong stems, 3-3 Vz" in height. Dark green foliage. Good cut
flower.

Introduced by Allan Rogers, Sherwood, Oregon.
LOVING CUP (K-112) William H. Krekler. Somerville, Ohio. 1978.
Blooms May 28th. Single red hybrid. 35 inches tall, dense bush.
Correction page 17 Bulletin 227. Krekler 'Latest of new 1978 hybrids.'
Correct registration Sunkist not Sinkist.
MARY JO. E. Leroy Pehrson, Lafayette, Minnesota. 1978.
Hybrid. Parentage unknown lactiflora x Little Dorritt.
First bloomed 1976. Light red or very deep pink double, ball form.

Good substance.
Reliable. Does not have stamens, pollen or seeds. No fragrance,

midseason bloom.
Foliage attractive medium green, medium width, small on upper

stems. 24" height.
Tastefully proportioned semi-dwarf habit. The color of this 4!/2-5" ball
shaped flower fades to a pale pink but the deep pink is retained in the
heart of the bloom until petals drop. Color traits are clearly a legacy of
P. lobata (perry), which was used by Saunders in creating some of his
lobata hybrids and Little Dorritt as well.
Named for Mary Jo LeGare, who has assisted me in the garden these
past four years. - 26 -



REGINA RAMBLINGS
By Brian J. Porter

The peony season
here in Regina,
Saskatchewan, has
been an excellent one.
For me, it has been a
special one, because
after several years of
apartment dwelling, I
now have a yard of my
own to grow peonies,
and approximately one-
half of my new plant
ings were in bloom this
spring.

My move to a
house and the accom
panying yard took
place in the autumn of
1976. That October, I
planted three varieties
of peonies CARINA,
PAULA FAY, and
WHITE INNO
CENCE chosen on
the basis of catalogue description and photos. The winter of 76-77 was
exceptionally mild, but with very little snow as well, and not one of
these varieties grew in the spring. This was most disappointing, and I
was beginning to question the hardiness of hybrid varieties. By mid
summer, however, I had convinced myself that the late planting was
partially to blame, so with wreckless abandon, I ordered some more
hybrids, as well as some older Chinese types. Due to some shipping
delays, I was again forced to plant in October rather than in
September, which is preferred here.

The only casualty from the October, 1977, plantings was
CYTHERIA. In the light of the fact that this variety was planted near
my fence line, and the snow banked beside the plant rather than over
it, until well into the winter, leads me to conclude that the lack of snow
cover or mulch was responsible. None of my others were mulched, but
most of them did enjoy at least 6-12 inches of snow for much of the
winter.

First year bloom of HIGH NOON tree
peony, at Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

June 10, 1978

- 27 -



I have always been interested in the fernleaf peony and its
hybrids, so some of these were planted last fall. PAULA FAY and
CORAL FAY wintered and bloomed fairly well, considering their age.
Paeonia tenuifolia 'Plena', transplanted from my parents' farm, did
not fare so well. I discovered too late, that cutworms were having a
spring feast on the new shoots, and consequently, I lost the plant.
Paeonia smouthi, also transplanted from the farm, bloomed superbly
as though it had never been moved. PETER BARR, planted next to it
for comparison, bloomed sparingly and about a week and a half later.

As for other hybrid varieties, I was thrilled to get three blossoms
of CARINA, proving to me that it can be grown here (I had previously
lost this one in two consecutive years). GOLDEN GLOW also pro
vided a few blooms for the front yard. In the lactifloras, PAUL M.
WILD, WHITE CAP and KELWAY'S GLORIOUS provided a few
blossoms.

My biggest thrill of all, however, was with my tree peonies which I
planted last fall. I'm one of those country bumpkins who had never
before laid eyes on a tree peony plant, let alone a blossom, for our
climate here has never been considered kind enough to warrant plant
ing them. I convinced myself that if North Dakota could grow them, so
could I! This June I was treated to three blooms of HIGH NOON, and
a couple of weeks later, to one bloom of AGE OF GOLD. If I could
choose the method of my demise, surely I would want to depart in a
smothering intoxication of HIGH NOON blossoms! My HIGH NOON
wintered to the tip on all branches but one, but because I planted them
deep, this was really only a height of 6 to 8 inches. The base of the
plant was mounded with two or three inches of soil and covered with a
peat moss bag to shed moisture. The terminal buds had no protection
but the bag, and 6 to 12 inches of snow over the winter. AGE OF
GOLD grew only from ground level, but I had noticed that the woody
stems were shrivelling up in the fall. ROCK'S VARIETY of P.suf-
fruticosa, 2 inches above ground level, wintered perfectly, but there
were no flower buds. This past winter was colder than normal, with the
lowest temperature being -40 °C in December. The mean temperature
was -17 °C in December, and -22 °C in January. The all-time record low
for Regina is -50 °C, but fortunately for most of us, that record oc
curred 93 years ago.

Several of my peonies were obtained from American sources
(Missouri and Michigan). The plants received were excellent
specimens, but I did have problems with Customs keeping one order
for a week and a half before notifying me. Most of these plants did
bloom this spring.

Now that I've wintered a few tree peonies, I'd like to try a few
more lutea hybrids. Unfortunately, my yard just won't accommodate
many more. And this in only two years!
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"This article is in reality a fine small handbook for peony growers
and most of it is as applicable today as it was then. " Mr. Peyton. Dec.
1955, Manuscript written 1923.

According to the records, Mr. Christman was elected (not ap
pointed) as Secretary and Editor in 1924 and held these offices until he
resigned June 1951. He prepared and published 103 Bulletins.

He was a member of the Society from 1919 until his death 36
years.

A SHORT COURSE IN PEONY CULTURE
By W. F. Christman

I have been requested by Mr. Saunders to prepare a bulletin for
beginners. This, to my mind, covers a wide field, for if progressive even
the professional grower of several years' experience often finds he is
lacking information that should be known by the amateur. This article,
however, is written chiefly for the amateur, the one who cultivates the
peony purely from love or attachment and without reference to gain or
emolument.

In this class may be found the following those who have planted
the peony because of its hardiness and ease of culture and are satisfied
with a few plants. Secondly fanciers who have admired the peony
from childhood and who with maturing years have watched its pro
gress and development and have made considerable progress in ac
cumulating a collection of worthwhile varieties, and lastly, the peony
enthusiast or hobbiest, who is content with nothing but the best and
who is ever on the lookout for new acquisitions of merit and in whose
gardens may be found the aristocrats of the peony kingdom.

To the first class L would ask that you make the acquaintance of
the second group and with them seek to know the peony enthusiasts,
for it is in their company you will experience the greatest delight. The
hobby of the enthusiast is not a handicap, for hobbies, if we know their
limitations, are the sparks that ignite the oil of endeavor. They
sharpen the perception, quicken the pulse and renew the mind.

It is indeed surprising the number of men of big affairs and ac
complishments who have made the raising of peonies a hobby.
Business cares and anxieties are forgotten or cast aside, tensed nerves
are relaxed, and after a strenuous workout in the garden they can en
joy a refreshing sleep and are better prepared for a vigorous day on the
morrow.

We, as amateurs, have many advantages over the professional
grower, chief among which is our ability to give more individual atten
tion to our plants, and further, our plants can remain undisturbed for
any period of time we may see fit, where the commercial grower, to be
successful, must transplant and divide frequently. Furthermore, the
amateur can let the professional grower experiment with new varieties
of unknown quality and profit thereby without any financial obligate -



tion. At the peony exhibitions it has been my pleasure to attend, a
large number of most desirable prizes have been awarded to amateurs.

Some of the finest peony gardens I have ever seen were owned by
amateurs and while this bulletin is written chiefly for the beginner or
amateur, I trust there may be some things that the professional
grower may find of interest. If progressive and well-informed, the pro
fessional grower feels that he has but slightly advanced the beginners"
class, as there is always something new to learn and new varieties to
acquire.

LOCATION AND SOIL This is naturally the first question that
arises when we are contemplating any planting, and it is quite essen
tial to know a few important facts concerning the peony to get the best
results.

Drainage is very necessary as peonies will resent wet, soggy soil.
Good drainage is imperative. Select a position where they will have full
access to the sun a greater portion of the day. They should not be
planted near trees or large growing shrubbery that will impoverish the
soil, thus robbing the plant of essential plant food. It is safe to figure
that the roots extend from a tree or shrub, a distance equal to the
height. If necessary to plant nearer than this, some provision should
be made for extra fertilization. The writer was called upon not long
since to advise why certain plants of vigorous growth failed to bloom,
and if they did bloom, why only meager results were obtained. The
variety in question was Festiva Maxima, one of the most dependable
of all peonies for satisfactory blooming qualities under adverse condi
tions. Plantings in question were made close to a south wall of a base
ment that was heated to a temperature of 75 to 80 degrees. The heat
from this basement induced early growth before other plants showed
signs of life and heavy frosts or freezing completed the work of damage
complained of.

Have just received some photographs of the variety Madam Forel
grown at Mine Centre, Ont., a town located 40 miles west of Fort Fran
cis, Ont., where the temperature reaches 40 to 48 degrees below zero.
They show splendid growth and are literally covered with magnificent
bloom. There is no perennial flower to my knowledge, unless it be the
iris, that will withstand the vigors of extreme cold and produce such
wonderful bloom and still thrive and give satisfactory results in
warmer latitudes. There is not a state in the union where peonies can
not be grown, but they unquestionably do better where they have a
long rest with cold temperatures. Canada is now realizing the
possibilities of the peony and they are being planted there in large
numbers.

TIME TO PLANT-The month of September is perhaps the ideal
month in which to plant peonies. The earlier in the fall they can be set
the better, as this will give them a chance to become established before
winter weather prevents further growth. However, peonies may be
planted later in the fall up to heavy freezing weather or even in the- 30 -



spring and give very good results. Late planted peonies should be
lightly mulched the first season. Spring planted peonies are best from
divisions made the previous fall. If necessary to resort to spring plant
ing, complete the work as soon as the frost is out of the ground or
before the divisions have started any appreciable growth. The writer
staged a vase of the variety Mons. Dupont at the June show of the
Northwestern Peony & Iris Society that had been cut from plants
planted the same spring and carried off first prize for the best six
whites in competition with several other good whites. This, perhaps,
was rather unusual but simply shows the possibilities of spring plant
ing where it is impossible to plant them in the fall. In this case, the
divisions were made the previous fall and "heeled in," a sudden drop in
temperature which resulted in real winter having stopped our fall
planting activities. After growth has started in the spring it is not
good policy to disturb the plants and divide them. This should be
avoided. Plants taken up in the spring with sufficient earth adhering
to them can be moved to another location without any appreciable
damage. It is not our desire to recommend spring planting if it can be
accomplished in the fall, but experience and observations covering a
period of several years have taught us that spring planting can be done
if properly handled, and most satisfactory results obtained.

HOW TO PLANT All peony catalogues contain instructions as
to method of planting, but some of these instructions are rather brief.
Planting of peonies is an important operation and there is no ONE way
to accomplish the work. Before planting operations are commenced the
soil in which they are to be placed should have been thoroughly
prepared some time in advance. If the ground is well enriched several
months before planting time, so much the better. Dig the hole suffi
ciently large to permit the root to be placed in position without
crowding. This is so often overlooked by beginners, and by crowding
the roots they are apt to be broken from the crown or otherwise dam
aged so the best results will not be obtained. The next important step
is to see that the crown is not placed too deep (two inches being suffi
cient), and that the dirt is thoroughly firmed about the roots. Some ad
vocate using a hose or otherwise washing the soil about the roots and
avoiding the packing of earth. If your ground has been thoroughly
prepared and not too large quantities of dirt placed over the roots at
first, pressure of the foot will force the mellow soil firmly about the
roots and will also prevent any appreciable settling. Common sense
must be used not to tramp on the crown of the plants as this would
surely result in injury. In ordinary soil there is sufficient moisture to
firm the roots without heavy applications of water which may result in
baking if followed by hot weather, especially in heavy soil. If the soil is
dry, water freely after the roots have been planted. Later in this article
I have explained a method of rapid planting where a large quantity of
roots are to be taken care of. In large nurseries they are often plowed
in, a still more rapid manner of planting but as this will not be of par- 31 -



ticular interest to the amateur, raising a limited number, I will not
describe it at this time. Many advocate digging a trench at least two
feet in depth, placing in a quantity of manure, another layer of earth
followed by another layer of manure, continuing the operation until the
trench is filled to the depth of actual planting, being careful to see that
the last layer applied is earth to at least 6 inches in depth. The root is
then placed in position and the balance of the trench filled with earth.
By the time the plant has thrown roots down deep enough to reach the
manure it will have been thoroughly incorporated with the soil and fine
bloom will be produced in this manner. However, to my mind this is
too laborious a task (and I am not adverse to hard work) for the results
obtained. I am fully convinced that as good blooms can be secured
from the commonly employed method of planting, if watered freely
before blooming time and given liberal surface applications of liquid
manure, wood ashes, bone meal or other fertilizing elements. The
deeper the earth is disturbed the greater it will settle and where trench
ing is resorted to, care must be exercised to see that the buds are not
placed too deep below the surface of the ground, as it may be necessary
to apply more earth in the trench after it has thoroughly settled to pre
vent an accumulation of water which would bring disastrous results to
your plants.
FERTILIZATION-The fact that many cultural directions em

phasize strongly that the peony is a gross feeder and must be supplied
with an abundance of well-rotted manure has led many an amateur, as
well as professional, to greatly overdo the fertilization of their soil. I
think it would be a safe assertion to make, that one out of ten who have
grown peonies to any extent have found to their sorrow that they have
over-fertilized their plants at some time in their career. It would be bet
ter for the plants to have too little nourishment in the way of enriching
the soil than an overabundance of manure or other fertilizing elements.
Too much manure will result in diseased plants as their constitutions
will resent it. It is one of the serious temptations that beset the
amateur in his zeal to attain perfection in bloom, and a word of cau
tion, if adhered to on this subject, may save the inexperienced grower
considerable disappointment.

Bone meal is safe to use, and well-decayed manure, not applied too
generously and worked in between the rows or around the plants, exer
cising caution not to let it come in direct contact with the roots or over
the crown of the plant, will be found very beneficial. Wood ashes are
also very desirable.

DEEP PLANTING-The important thing in planting is not to
plant too deep. If the buds are placed two or three inches below the sur
face of the ground it will be found they are planted to a sufficient
depth. Some advocate planting an inch below the surface, but after the
ground has settled you will find that the buds may actually be only a
half inch or less below the surface. There is danger of plants being
disturbed by heaving in heavy soil during a period of alternate thaw- 32 -



ing and freezing and injury or loss of plants results. This is why a light
mulch the first year is advocated. After a plant has become estab
lished, the danger of heaving is greatly lessened. On light soil there is
not so much danger of heaving. See that the ground is thoroughly
firmed about the roots when planted. This can be done by a light
pressure of the foot after fine earth has been placed over and around
the root to prevent injury.

VARIATION IN COLOR Plants grown on heavy soil will have
deeper or more marked coloring than the same variety grown on light
soil. Climatic conditions are also a factor to be reckoned with. Varia
tion caused by these conditions is sometimes misleading. A delicate
colored variety will rapidly fade in the sun and be deprived of its
natural color entirely. This can be avoided by cutting the bloom as it is
about to unfold, taking it in the house and keeping in a cool, dark
place, until fully developed. During the blooming period if it happens
to be cool and cloudy, you will have much better flowers although their
development will be somewhat retarded.

HANDLING ROOTS-When roots are received from your
nurseryman, if they have been delayed in transit and appear shriveled,
or dried, they can be greatly benefited by being immersed in water for
six or eight hours. This will revive them and much better results will
be obtained than by planting the dried roots.

Some amateurs object to receiving roots that have been trimmed
or cut back, in other words they want the entire length of root. A divi
sion with a root six inches long is ample. A division of this kind will
throw out from the crown numerous little rootlets that will soon
develop into substantial roots, giving added vitality to the plant that
will mature into a splendid blooming specimen. There is no advantage
in the long root, as it simply lies practically dormant in the ground
without the marked development of new root growth that is so
desirable and which results from trimmed roots. Proper pruning of
roots before planting has the equivalent result of trimming your fruit
trees. Much less labor can be expended in planting the shorter
roots.which is an added advantage.

LABELING AND CHARTING-To know the names of your dif
ferent varieties is a great source of satisfaction as well as profit. I
know of no more satisfactory and permanent label than one of zinc or
aluminum. No. 6 to No. 9 galvanized wire cut in 18 or 20 inch lengths
with a loop or circle formed at one end to hold the label will answer
very well. By writing on the zinc with a common, soft lead pencil, it
will remain legible for several years as the zinc oxidizes when exposed
to the air and the lead will show up quite prominently. Embossed or
raised lettered labels can be secured for 3<t each from various places.
These are, of course, more desirable. A permanent ink on zinc is made
as follows:

Copper subacetate 1 dram
Ammonium chloride 1 dram- 33 -



Lamp black '/a dram
Water 10 drams

This should be mixed thoroughly. See that the surface of the zinc
is clean and apply the ink with a rather coarse, steel pen. Do not blot
but allow the ink to dry.

All peony plantings should be charted in such a manner that if a
stake or label is removed it will be an easy and accurate matter to
replace the same. An accurate diagram of your planting will be found
useful many times and will amply repay you for the time and trouble
expended in securing the same. It is well to have the chart or diagram
made in duplicate thus providing a safeguard in case one is lost or in
advertently destroyed.

WATERING PEONIES-Where watering systems have been in
stalled or city water is available, see that it is used generously,
especially during May and early June, as your peonies are forming
buds. This will be found a tremendous aid in producing fine show
flowers. As a usual thing nature is rather lavish in her offering of rain
during that period, and it may not be necessary to employ artificial
means of water application. Another very important time for watering
is during the period the next season's buds are being formed, shortly
after blooming time. This feature is often lost sight of, and if a very
dry summer prevails and no water is applied, smaller buds will develop
with a corresponding weakness of stem the following season, although
fall rains, if experienced, will counteract this to some extent. A per
sonal acquaintance of mine who is able to grow the most glorious
peonies I have ever had the privilege of examining, tells me he uses no
manure of any kind but simply waters copiously. He certainly gets
very gratifying results worthy of emulation. With surface fertilization
water readily transmits the fertilizing properties to the roots where
they are readily absorbed.

SIZE OF DIVISIONS This has been a much discussed question
during the past few years and a definite solution has not yet been
reached, each side producing very convincing arguments to champion
their cause. I think it is quite generally acknowledged that the small,
one-eye divisions will require more careful handling to insure success
than the larger, commonly known standard divisions of from three to
five eyes. The small divisions will produce beautiful plants if left un
disturbed for two or three years as they will have developed an entire
new root growth, but they must be given careful cultural care the first
season to insure good results.

Large divisions are recommended for planting in the south. This is
due to prevailing hot weather that has a tendency to reduce the vitali
ty of the plant by absorbing the moisture content of the root.

Considerable loss has been noted where late fall planting has been
done during a very dry season which was followed by a winter with
scanty snowfall. If the ground is thoroughly dry it will absorb the- 34 -



moisture from the root, leaving it in a withered and devitalized condi
tion that easily succumbs to a protracted period of drought. If such a
condition prevails at planting time, water should be applied generous
ly to each root planted, this process to be repeated at fortnightly inter
vals or oftener if deemed necessary or occasion demands.

REMOVING TOPS I would urge the removal of tops late in the
fall after the plant has attained its growth for the season. This ob
viates the possibility of spreading disease if plants are affected.
Several forms of disease can be entirely eliminated by this procedure.
The stems or tops removed should be burned. After the ground is
thoroughly frozen, a well-sharpened hoe is the best instrument for cut
ting off the tops. If the ground is not frozen and one has but a few
plants, a good, sharp knife will be found very satisfactory. Cut as near
the surface of the ground as possible. If a hoe is used it must be kept
well-sharpened and it is much more preferable to wait until the ground
is frozen as there is less danger of disturbing the buds which are near
the surface.

PLANTING IN QUANTITY-Where one has a large number of
peonies to plant he is naturally interested in getting the work done as
quickly as possible and as thoroughly as though slower and more
tedious methods were employed. The method I am about to explain
will no doubt be very familiar to commercial growers who grow in large
quantities, but it can be adopted by amateurs with equally gratifying
results. It is not necessary to set roots in a vertical position to insure
success, although this is the most natural thing to do. Roots can be
planted at a 45 degree angle as described below and prove equally
desirable.

The ground should be thoroughly plowed or spaded to a depth of 8
or 10 inches and sufficiently cultivated until the soil is mellow and
perfectly friable. A five-tine spading fork is the best instrument to
employ for the purpose. The fork is thrust vertically into the earth the
depth of the tines. This can be done without pressure of the foot if the
soil has been thoroughly worked. Pull the handle of the fork slightly
backwards, throwing the dirt forward. After a few holes are dug it will
surprise you how near the proper angle you can get. The second opera
tion is to reverse the spading fork, setting it vertically, as in the first
instance, and with the same movement as employed in the first case
you will find that the hole has been neatly cleaned and ready for the
placing of plant which should be laid with the eyes or buds a distance
of two inches, or possibly 2Vz, from the surface of the ground. By a
quick twist of the fork from either side of the opening, sufficient dirt
will be thrown over the root to slightly cover it. The foot is then placed
over the root below the crown so that the instep will come directly over
the root, being careful not to damage the buds, and sufficient pressure
brought to bear to thoroughly firm the root. The next step is to fill the
hole and complete planting. This is accomplished when the next hole is
dug, throwing the dirt from the second hole into the first, as described- 35 -



above. Of course we assume that you have previously marked out the
ground as you wish it. In planting in this manner you work with your
back to the mark so that your work is always before you. The depth of
the hole to be dug depends upon the length of the root planted. Be sure
the bottom end of the root is placed as low as possible at this angle so
that it will rest in moist earth. With a little experience you will find
planting can be accomplished quite rapidly in this manner and at the
same time not plant too deep. The writer planted 219 divisions in 45
minutes, and has nearly kept up this average in a day's planting. This
included the dropping or distribution of the roots before planting
operations were commenced. With the exception of plowing in, this is
as rapid a method of planting as I know of.

DISEASE The peony, while practically free from disease, is not
immune, and to be insured of plants free from disease, it is well to be
conversant with a few of the indications that are prevalent in diseased
plants. It is my intention to touch but lightly on this subject as the
Nurseryman is the fellow who must be on his guard and know how to
combat these various maladies and should have his stock healthy
before disseminating it. The amateur may receive perfectly healthy
plants and they may become diseased. Too much fertilization is one of
the prevailing and primary causes of disease.

Leaf blotch is quite prevalent in large peony plantings. It is not a
serious ailment and does not materially affect the plant. This is more
prevalent late in the season as the plants are about to mature. It is a
fungus disease and can best be eradicated by cutting and burning the
tops before the leaves have dried up and fallen late in the season.

Botrytis blight is one of the most common diseases easily
discovered in a peony planting. It affects the stems, buds and leaves.
Stems diseased by this blight are discernible in the early spring after
they have attained a height of a few inches, even before the leaves have
expanded. These young shoots may appear perfectly healthy upon
first inspection but a few days later will be found wilted and lying on
the ground. Sometimes the stalks will attain maturity and be about
ready to throw a blossom when they are stricken down. A second stage
of the disease is shown in the buds, which will turn black and wither. If
the stalk is examined it will be found dead several inches below the
bud. In very wet seasons this disease is more prevalent and often ex
ceedingly destructive. The leaves are usually the last to show symp
toms of the disease by becoming brown and dry due to the tissues be
ing killed. Plants affected must be carefully watched and as soon as a
stem shows wilt, dig down an inch or two below the surface of the
ground, being cautious to carefully remove the earth directly about the
plant, and place it in some container that it may later be removed to
the ash can or otherwise destroyed. You will note after the earth is
removed that directly below the surface of the ground the stem of the
plant will invariably be rotted off or consist of a decayed mass. With a
sharp knife remove the stem below the decayed portion, which will be- 36 -



found to extend but a short distance below the surface. In handling
this diseased portion exercise caution to see that you do not touch the
balance of the unaffected plant, as the disease is readily transmittable.
Burn the diseased portion of the plants. This is also a fungus disease
and very similar to Sclerotinia Stem Rot. If the plants are badly af
fected they should be dug up, all tops removed carefully as low as
possible without disturbing the bud, and removed to another location.
Of course this planting should be deferred to the proper season. This
disease, while one of the most destructive, does not affect the root of
the plant, and can be entirely eradicated if the above measures are
resorted to.

There is no plant that has fewer ailments than the peony that is so
entirely satisfying as a flower and general all-round perennial. Reliable
growers will not knowingly disseminate diseased plants upon the un
suspecting and uninformed public. Those guilty of such procedure are
not worthy of patronage, as the popularity the peony has already at
tained will suffer in consequence.

MULCHING Have already referred to the mulching of plants
the first season after planting. Mulching heavily to retard spring
growth and extend the season of bloom is another feature well worth
consideration where one has a number of plants. After the ground is
deeply frozen, a mulch several inches deep should be applied to the
plants that are to be held back. This can be left on in the spring until
after growth starts, in fact can remain until after flowering if desired.
When the plants start growth in the spring they can be assisted
through the mulch with but little trouble. The earlier this is done after
growth starts the better, as the stems will be more firm. Mulching in
terferes with cultivation but is a splendid medium for the conservation
of moisture. Repeated heavy mulching has a tendency to lessen vitali
ty. Millet cut before maturity, ensilage corn, marsh hay or any coarse
material free from weed seeds will make a good mulch.

SELECTION OF VARIETIES Visiting nurseries where peonies
are grown, trial grounds and exhibitions where peonies are displayed,
is the very best way to become acquainted with the most desirable
varieties. This in connection with a careful study should enable you to
make a selection that will be satisfying and in every way fulfill your ex
pectations.

In making your selections bear in mind that a flower of delicate
texture and coloring is easily affected by exposure to the sun. Sen
sitive colors will readily fade and even colors more pronounced are
diminished in intensity. Selection generally resolves itself into one of
personal taste. Some prefer the singles, others the Japanese types or
the loosely built flowers; still others are only satisfied with the fully
developed double blooms. As the double blooms usually have more
substance they are more often chosen than any other type. Varieties
producing large blooms are usually selected, although the smaller- 37 -



blooming varieties should not be overlooked. Quality should be given
first consideration. This refers both to the flower and the productivity
of the plant. Free blooming varieties are the most desirable. A well
balanced selection will compose early midseason, and late blooming
varieties in the various shades and colors. If to be planted in a border,
dwarf, medium and tall growing species should be selected according
to requirements. Period of bloom may be extended several weeks by
securing a well-balanced collection of the earliest blooming sorts,
continuing through the midseason and comprising the very latest
blooming varieties. Where tree peonies can be grown with success,
they will add greatly to any collection. The rigorous winters of the
Northwest are too severe for most varieties of tree peonies unless
unusual care is afforded them in the way of winter protection. Growth
starts so early in the spring that freezing weather often spells disaster.
There is no doubt in my mind but that this difficulty will be overcome
by the introduction of hardier varieties acclimated to withstand low
degrees of temperature.

DIVIDING If for any reason it becomes necessary to divide your
plants due to crowding or wishing to make an exchange or contribu
tion to some friend's garden, do not attempt to divide without first
digging up the entire plant. If you do, you will not do a satisfactory job
and will likely do a great deal of damage to the remaining portion of
plant. As soon as the plant is dug the tops can be removed. Dividing
should be done in the early fall months as the plants at that period
have formed their buds for the following year. If the plants are brittle,
let them stand for two or three hours and they will admit of handling
without as much breakage resulting. If the plants are old, division is
much more difficult. Any earth that adheres to the plant should be
removed before attempting to divide. Examine the clump carefully to
determine where the weak places exist. These are the places where you
should make your initial effort to divide the plant. Use a heavy knife
that will admit of considerable prying as you will find necessary in
making divisions. Make good, strong divisions. By this I mean divi
sions consisting of at least three to five eyes. Sometimes it will be
found necessary to cut through the fleshy portion of the plant in order
to make your divisions. Do not hesitate to do this. After you have your
first division, the remaining ones are usually more easy to make.
Dividing plants properly is an artistic accomplishment and takes con
siderable practice. This is especially true with very rare varieties
where one cannot afford to lose a single division. The main object is to
see that each division is supplied with three or more eyes with suffi
cient root to balance. In dividing I use three knives. One with a heavy,
stiff long blade to pry the roots apart when necessary, one with a
shorter blade of rather heavy material, and a still shorter knife with a
flexible or pliable blade that is used in the final work of completing and
trimming the divisions. Of the three, the one with the flexible blade is
the most used. - 38 -



FAILURE TO BLOOM Some of the outstanding reasons for
failure of peonies to bloom may be summed up as follows:

Too deep planting.
Over-fertilization causing diseased roots.
Sour or acid soil.
Insufficient moisture.
Lack of fertility.
Damaging eyes in early spring with rake or fork.
Unseasonable frosts or freezing in late spring.
Numerous eyes without sufficient root support.
Too deep planting will cause the plant to form buds nearer the sur

face in an effort to right the wrong. These buds will be formed along
the stem at intervals and result in a large number of weak stems with
insufficient strength to hold or develop bloom. If a choice variety it can
be dug up and cut back to one bud on each main stem and replanted in
a new location, or the earth replaced with fresh fertile soil, being
careful to plant so the buds will not be deeper than 2 or 2'/2 inches
below the surface of the ground. By careful cultivation a plant may be
revived and in time regain its former vigor. With an inexpensive plant
I would recommend discarding it.

I have spoken of over-fertilization earlier in this article. Heavy and
continued applications of manure or other fertilizers will cause your
plants to become dyspeptic in resenting the rich diet, and the roots are
likely to rot. Especially is this true when manure has been placed
directly over the plants. The alternate thawing and freezing during the
spring months will allow the liquid fertilizer to enter the crown of the
root through the hollow stems of the plant and come in direct contact
with the root. Damage will surely follow in such cases.

Acidity in the soil can be remedied by applications of lime. As a
rule lime is not recommended for peonies, but I am taking the liberty
to quote a portion of a lecture made by one of the largest growers of
peonies in the United States on the restoration of poor plants.

"We are on the right road to eliminate the dread disease
Nematodes. (Note This disease is doubtless the work of what is
known as the Nematode worm causing the root galls found in some
plants.) Many of you have bought plants in that condition. It is the
result of growing peonies on polluted land. The remedy is to
remove the roots to fresh ground and use plenty of lime. We
believe that peonies need lime in abundance. When we plant
peonies we dust them all over with lime as they go into the
ground. We use bone meal and wood ashes as a fertilizer."
The presence of sorrel is a sure indication that the soil needs

sweetening. By using litmus paper to test soil you can readily deter
mine acidity. The paper will fade or lose its color rapidly when coming
in contact with sour soil.

- 39 -



MINNESOTA PEONY SOCIETY
Annual Show June 17-18, 1978

Har Mar Shopping Mall, Roseuille, Minnesota.
Location, midway between St. Paul and Minneapolis.

Hundreds of peonies were displayed on tables extending
lengthwise, in the center of the Mall. The overhead, natural lighting
gave the peony its own true color.

In addition, Brand Peony Farms brought a truck load of peonies of
which some were for display and others were sold as they were in de
mand by the viewers.
Potted peonies were also on display, all from the work of Mr. Floyd
Kimball.
There was an immediate sale for the many varieties.

In addition, 18 arrangements of most beautiful designs were ar
tistically placed near the center pool and waterfall.
The Court of Honor was difficult to select as all flowers were of the
best quality, all set up and displayed correctly and in addition, Min
nesota did have a good peony year.

COURT OF HONOR
BEST OF SHOW AND BEST HYBRID - YELLOW HEAVEN
BEST DOUBLE WHITE - SYLVER
BEST DOUBLE LIGHT PINK - FRANCES MAINS
BEST DOUBLE DARK PINK - PRINCESS MARGARET
BEST DOUBLE RED - DOUGLAS BRAND
BEST SINGLE - PICO
BEST JAPANESE - PATRICIA HANRATTY
BEST SEMI-DOUBLE - MISS AMERICA
BEST TREE - MARCHIONESS
COLLECTION OF THE BEST TEN - JEAN COOPERMAN,
OWATONNA, GARDENIA, ROMANCE, SEASHELL, WILFORD
JOHNSON, KRINKLED WHITE, EDULIS SUPERBA, MYRA
MACRAE, FESTIVA MAXIMA.

Peonies Outdoors and In by Arno and Irene Nehrling (1960) 288 pages
containing information in all phases on the herbaceous and tree peony.
Society members $4.95.
Send check or money order for the above literature to American Peony
Society, 250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, Minnesota 55343.
Back Bulletins, $1.00 each to members. Non-members $2.00.

Joe's Bulletin, America's oldest flower garden magazine.
Resourceful, unequaled ad section. Buy, sell direct save. Sample, 15
cents postage. Write IAMOCO, Box 144, Lamoni, Iowa 50140.- 40 -



Artistic Designs, Minnesota Peony Society
show June 17-18



THE 73rd and the 75th, MY FIRST.
By C. Graham-Jones, England

This article is a resume of my visit to the 73rd annual convention
at Mansfield, Ohio, with comments.

The idea of ever undertaking such a visit, at the beginning of 1978
had never entered my mind but a remark in a letter from John Simkins
of Canada which simply said "Why don't you come over" started the
ball rolling, which resulted in my visit.

We arrived on the 5th of June so only had a few days to visit the
garden of Dr. Henry Landis in Toronto to view and collect blooms,
start cutting at the Simkins plantation in preparation for the Society
event.

One point which arose and astounded me was the talk of carrying
flowers in ice boxes. I have had experience as a showman and judge of
flowers in Great Britain, with transporting begonias through the night
to Scotland, a distance of 300 miles. With plenty of cotton-wool and
the cool of the night, things worked out very well. The talk of ice boxes
did not convey anything initially to me.

On the 7th, we cut all the blooms and stpod them in water, this be
ing the normal procedure, but when I realized the climatic difference in
North America, the principle of change gradually made sense.

We had obtained many blooms from the Henry Landis garden in
Toronto. On June 8th, a clear morning and bright sunshine, we walked
around the garden to see if we could find anything better and then
started to load the hundred plus blooms. A piece of damp material was
put over the polyethylene which covered the flowers to keep them cool.

We were then ready to start for the border at Niagara. With two
foreigners, a longer time was taken for the formalities, but we were
allowed through. We stopped again at a toll to obtain a ticket, which I
understand is the procedure in some states to finance the highways.

My first U.S. city was Buffalo, but the highway goes to the right
and we were soon in the country. I was attracted by miles and miles of
roadside shrubs in bloom. I examined the shrub and found it to be
Robina-Psuedo-acacia, with its pea-shaped flower in cascading
racemes; also there were Liveodendron-Tulipefera in the surrounding
woodlands. Both of these plants are cultivated in England; and this
was my first experience of seeing them bloom in their natural habitat.
We then entered Pennsylvania, which was like another land, no toll
gates, less traffic, and the temperature was still rising. I realized that
the wet cloth and ice boxes had their uses.

We arrived at Mansfield, and our first job was to unload our
blooms, using milk bottles full of water. Then for the evening meal and
the recommended motel for a wash and rest.

The next morning after an English breakfast of bacon, eggs, mar
malade and tea, we went to the staging hall. It was strange to me to set- 42 -



up flowers for display with the aid of a wedge. In our shows we are for
bidden to use milk or beer bottles when staging, only using show
vases. Another oddity was the writing of entry tags to suit the entry.
We must do that seven days in advance. My only thought was
just, How does the show Secretary know what staging is required! The
judging procedure was also odd I was the only neutral judge.

John and I judged the tree peony section, which was a smaller
group than the herbaceous. We also judged the pink doubles as the
judges had not reached a decision.

A voting system was used for the best in the classes. When a ma
jority was reached in voting for the flower it then took its rightful
place on the Court of Honor.

My reflection on the first of all peony shows I had experienced was
the sight of all these wonderful blooms, illuminated, some individually,
on their tiered staging, is a sight I will not easily forget, in such lovely
surroundings as Kingwood Center with its wonderful gardens. The
banquet in Kingwood Hall, the auction, the speeches, when after a
perfect meal, gave us that satisfied feeling to bring this event to a
close for us at least, as we were returning to Canada the following
morning.

When asked by our hosts, Mr. and Mrs. John Simkins, why we had
decided to come over, my reply was, To meet the many members of the
American Peony Society, whom I thought I knew through cor
respondence, and I found a group of people some known by name only
through the Bulletin, a most sociable and receptive group, to the two
strangers from another land whom they entertained so hospitably in
their midst.

Bloom Sequence Study Status Report

137 replies from 34 states. The District of Columbia and 7 other,
countries. The computer is available, but the program to reduce the
data still has to be written. Anyone who has data on hand, please send
it in as a larger statistical base will mean more accurate results.

Edward Lee Michau

COLOR SLIDE COLLECTION
Color Slide Collection: The American Peony Society maintains

several groups of excellent sets of peony sides for rental. Each set con
tains 80 slides. A complete set can be requested of all tree peonies,
herbaceous hybrids or lactifloras or a combination of these three types.

Slides should be ordered three weeks in advance of date to be
shown. Return slides promptly. Return postage, including insurance
must be paid by the renter. Insurance $50.00. A charge of $2.00 is

made for every missing slide. Count slides when received and again
before sealing for return. A duplicate of any slide is not accepted,
when returned. Rental fee, $7.50.

Send request and check to: Richard Edblom, 6917 45th Ave. N
Minneapolis, Minn. 55428

- 43 -



Special Seventy fifth Anniversay Gift Offer
from The American Peony Society

* THE PEONIES (edited by John C. Wister)

* HANDBOOK OF THE PEONY

Get BOTH for just *5 00Postpaid

THE PEON!ES

HANDBOOK OF THE PEONY
Official handbook of the American Peony
Society, recently edited and published.
Designed to provide informational basics
on all peony subjects. Simple step by
step culture instructions made this work
indispensable tor the novice and a great
"refresher" source for the professional.

THE PEONIES
John C. Wister

A most outstanding authority on both
herbaceous and tree peonies. Provides
full details on peony history, botany,
culture, hybridizing, plant illnesses and
remedies plus descriptions of today's
most popular varieties and their origina
tions.

Send check or money order to:

THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road Hopkins, Minn. 55343



TREE PEONIES

WILLIAM GRATW1CK
FAVIUON NIW TO!

| Display Advertising Rates Schedule

Size of Ad
1-8 page
1-4 page
1-3 page
1-2 page
Fun

Insertion
$7.50
12.50
15.00
20.00
30.00

$25.00

t
|
M§
§

|
e
f|e

Brand
peonies
Minnesota's
oldest nursery

Dependable since 1868

Catalog upon request

Brand
Peony Farm
and Nurscry
Box 36, Faribault, MN 55021 >

Caprice Farm is pleased to be able to offer four new peonies
from Walter Marx.

VOLCANO A profusely blooming dark red 3Vz ft. midseason
which opens Japanese but develops into a pompom double. This is
such a fast increaser that we can introduce it for only $10.00 for a
3-5 eye division.

IMPERIAL PRINCESS A unique lavender-rose double
lightening at edges. Midseason, 3 ft., attractive narrow leaves are
light green. $15.00 for 3-5 eye division.

MANDARIN'S COAT A very early, vigorous dwarf-18 inches.
Japanese deep rose-pink with profuse bloom, keeps well as a cut
flower. 3-5 eye division $15.00.

IMPERIAL DIVINITY A very late bloomer, same color as
above, 3 ft. Profuse and vigorous Japanese. 3-5 eye division $15.00.

A collection of all four of these Marx introductions for only
$45.00 postpaid.

Write for listing of all our varieties of herbaceous, hybrid and
tree peonies. Caprfce Famj

Allan and Dot Rogers
15425 S.W. Pleasant Hill
Sherwood, OR 97140



HERBACEOUS AND TREE PEONY HYBRIDS

DAVID REATH
VULCAN. MICHIGAN 49892

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)
Enjoy this wonderfulflower fromspringto autumnfrost. Its longblooming

season will greatlyexpandyour gardenenjoyment.
Constant improvementsin color, size, formandhabits insure rapidgrowth

of interest in this fine perennial.
Four quarterly Journals are filled with informative data on varieties,

culture, performanceand progress.Many Round Robins open to participation.
Annual Membership $7.50

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
Joan D. Senior, Sec y.. Route 2, Box 360,DeQueen,Arkansas 71832

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic informationon daffodil culture, typesand classification,

recommendedvarieties,showproceduresandplacesto buy bulbs.
TheCaffodil Journal, aquarterlyof theSociety,just full of infor

mationyou shouldhave.
The privilegeof attendinglocal, regionalandnationalmeetings.
And new friends all over the USA. all enthusiasticabout Daf

fodils.
Annual Membership S7.50

Don't delay.Sendyour checktoday to:
William O. Ticknor. ExecutiveDirector

AmericanDaffodil Society.Inc.
Tyner. N.C. 27980

A NEW DISCOVERY
IN AMARYLLIS
Write for our circular.
Sent upon request.

LOUIS SMIRNOW & SON
85 Linden Lane

Brookville, Long Island, N.Y.
11545

Will purchase all types of
peonies

regardless of quantity or age.
Write giving details.

LOUIS SMIRNOW & SON
85 Linden Lane

Brookville, N.Y. 11545



jr) KLEHM S J

I -^kr0nuW^Hm^i Klehm's championship and award |

I U\T ITC winning peonies are fully guaranteed. i

1 1 1 f\ 1 P, Your satisfaction is assured. |

j CHAS. KLEHM & SON 7$lZ~ SINCE 18S2

|

KLCHAI Aur/ery

2 E. ALGONQUIN ROAD 312/437-2880
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005

Charter Member American Peony Society |

PEONIES IRISES HERMOCALLIS |

Send $1.00 for our 91st Anniversary Catalog 96 paqes in color 1

(1978) deductible from first catalog order. i

^caaon'B (greetings 1
GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.

Dept. APS 1278 Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862 I

TREE PEONIES ]America's Tree Peony Headquarters and I

The home of the NEW RACES of Peonies the Itoh-Smirnow hybrids. |

Also herbaceous, herbaceous hybrids and species y

Send for our ne* catalog with features for all enthusiasts I

List of varieties, just received from Mainland China J

Tips for the Home Gardener I

Aid to the Hybridizer |

I60 photographs of tree-herbaceous-hybrids I

LOUIS SMIRNOW AND SON
85 LINDEN LANE, GLEN HEAD P. O.. BROOKVILLE, L. L., N. Y. I IMS f

"You are more likely to find it here than anywhere eke in the world."
Send $1.00 will credit you $2.00 with each order. f



FIRST EDITION ....PEONIES
A HISTORY OF PEONlES AND THElR ORIGINATIONS

Compiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the American Pe;>ny Society

In Three Parts
l. VARlETY CHECKLlST

Based on a list compiled and
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gist, complet*
and kept on file at Kingwood Ce
field, Ohio.
REGlSTERED PEONlES
Compiled and edited by Greta M
from bulletins of the American Peo
All varieties registered with the
Peony Society are listed.
lNTRODUCERS OF PEONlES AND
PRODUCTlONS
Peony varieties listed by growers
velopers with emphasis on [nforma
vided by George W. Peyton during
he was secretary and editor.

5.000 lNDlVlDUAL ENTRlES
Peony growers who have had to
fragmented sources for trackin
peony varieties and their origins
avail themselves of this magnific.
a spiral bound, 9xl2 inch boc

lists and presents a capsule histor
varieties in commerce. lt is the res
monumental research, compilatio
editing effor tby Greta Kessenich
nomenclature committee consist.
three American Peony Society pas
dents: Roy G. Klehm, Marvin C.
and Clarence O. Lienau.

ORDER YOUR FlRST EDlTlON COPY NOW!
You'll enjoy this fine companion to your interest in peonies and w\
to it many times during the course of your peony gardening a
lt bears a beautiful color cover, contains l62 pages and is prini
fine stock. Cover and all artwork contained inside is the work of
Joseph F. Kuczek. Price per copy

American Peony Society

250 lnterlachen Road

Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

Please send me - copies of "The History of Peoniesan

Their Originations" at $lb.00 per copy for which l enclose$

Name

Address

City State Zip


