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"MASTER SHOWMAN, SUPREME GROWER"
Mr. Clarence Lienau, Detroit, Michigan Bulletin Cover

Commercial Grower of Fine Peonies
Mr. Lienau does not see a peony root as just a medium for

reproduction, but also as a potential bloom that will give to the world a
beautiful creation; it should be nourished so that it will develop to its
fullness.

He talks enthusiastically and with authority about the peony and
the care that it should be given; he emphasizes the first consideration:
the soil. Only with good soil will the peony respond with health, color,
and vigor.

He exhibited peonies for the first time in 1951 and has continued
every year since. Wherever the National Exhibition is held, he is there
with his insulated chests full of his prize-winning peonies. His peonies
are perennial show winners, always on the Court ofHonor.

In 1961, he sent 25 varieties ofpeonies to the Hamburg, Germany,
Garden to be grown for the International Worldwide Horticultural Ex
hibition. In 1963 he won the silver medal.

Over a period of time he has won medals, cups, bowls, and other
awards that were given by the Society. The ribbons he has received are
too numerous to count.

He was president of the American Peony Society from 1960-1962
and served on the Board ofDirectors for many years. He continues on
in this capacity.

He is a member of the seedling committee and an authority on the
evaluation of the peony.

In 1975 he was awarded the medal of the American Peony Society,
which was engraved with the words "Master Showman, Supreme
Grower. "

Some of his favorite peonies are:
Pico or Spellbinder
Sea Shell
Imperial Red
President Lincoln
Bu-Te or Lotus Queen
Westerner
White Cap
Miss America
Snow Mountain
Mons. Jules Elie
Dixie
Moonstone
La Lorraine
Bowl of Cream
Sylver
Cover Photographer Robert F. Schmidt, Brecksville, Ohio

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Dolorodell
Nick Shaylor
Emma Klehm
Ensign Moriarty
Edulis Supreme
Rose Glory
Rubio
Kansas
Red Charm
Lovely Rose
Red Red Rose
Cytheria
Walter Mains



Tree Peony Souvenir de Maxime Cornu.
Ruth Belitz, Berlin, Germany

Unidentified tree peony. Australia, blooming
season began 4 September and finished 12
November. Peter Rafferty

Delorodell fragrant. Ruth Belitz, Berlin Ger
many
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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Peony Lovers:
Spring is rapidly approaching and within the next few weeks the

peonies should be emerging from the ground to start a new year. It
never ceases to amaze me how fast they grow.

In November, two members of the Board of Directors passed
away: Ted Mysyk and John Kreichbaum. Both men were at the con
vention last year in Champaign, 1ll. Ted was our vice president and
also a director of the Society. He was to take my office as president
this coming June. John was a great exhibitor of peonies and was just
elected to the Board of Directors.

Until the time the election of officers and directors is held in June,
I have appointed Mr. Irvin Ewing to the office of vice president. Mr.
Ewing has been on the Board of Directors for a number of years and
has been one of the big supporters of the Society.

The National Convention and Exhibition will be at Cornell Univer
sity, Ithaca, N.Y., June 6-8. I look forward to meeting all members
from the surrounding country and ask that each one of you bring your
peonies for display on the show table. This exhibition will depend, in
part, on the east and south for all types of peonies because of the early
date.

Let 's have great participation from everyone. May the 1980 peony
season be your best.

Sincerely,
Chuck Klehm

- 5 -



CONVENTION OF THE
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

THE 77th ANNUAL MEETING AND THE
75th NATIONAL EXHIBITION

CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, NEW YORK, JUNE &8, 1980
All events are held in the North Campus Union Building. Exhibitors
are to take peonies to this building. Exhibition 1st Floor Lounge.
Friday, June 6
8:00 a.m. Prepare show entries.
Work area will be open Friday evening.
8:00 p.m. Board of Directors meeting, Conference Room #1, 2nd
floor.
Saturday, June 7
Exhibition open to the public. Open 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
7:00-11:30 a.m. Set up and enter exhibits.
8:00 a.m. Registration, information.
11:30 a.m.-l:30 p.m. Judging.
Luncheon Cafeteria open on 3rd floor.
3:00-5:30 p.m. Bus tour of the campus and plantation. Dedication of
the Peony Garden. Refreshments.
7:00 p.m. Banquet, private dining room, 3rd floor. Annual meeting.
Auction of peony roots.
Sunday, June 8
Board of Directors meeting, Conference Room #1, 2nd floor.
Early and advance registration is urged. Fee will be $12.00 per person.
Send reservations directly to: Greta M. Kessenich

250 Interlachen Road
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

Lunch will be served in the 3rd floor cafeteria. Individual meals may be
purchased at the door of the cafeteria for $2.60/breakfast, $2.60/lunch,
and $3.90/dinner. The cafeteria provides a selection of 3 to 5 entrees.
Cafeteria service, your own expense. Pay when served.
Dormitory prices are: $11.25/person single occupancy

$ 8.00/person double occupancy
To make arrangements for a dorm room, participants should make re
quest in writing to: Joanne Davenport

221 North Campus Union
Cornell University
Ithaca, New York 14853

The request for housing in dorm rooms should include:
Arrival date
Departure date
Whether single or double occupancy is desired
Name of roommate if applicable- 6 -



Confirmation will be sent upon receipt of above information. A deposit
is not necessary but can be sent if a participant desires to do so.
The Holiday Inn (phone 607-257-3100), Howard Johnson's
(607-257-1212), and the Sheraton Inn (607-257-2000) are all 2.5 miles
from campus, and reservations may be made by calling the desired
motel directly.

1. All entries must be completed and in place by 1 1:30 A.M. on open
ing day.
2. All entries must have been grown by exhibitors.
3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely

as to class, variety, and name and address of exhibitor. In addi
tion, each variety must be identified with a small wood or plastic
tag with the variety name legibly printed thereon. Entry tags
may be obtained in advance from the secretary of the American
Peony Society. The exhibitor or his agent shall be responsible for
proper completion of the entry tags.

4. Stems should be approximately 12" long (tree peonies excepted).
5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry each in clases 101, 102, 103,

104, 105, 106, 201, and 301. In all other classes up to two entries
of each variety are permitted; however, any number of different
varieties may be entered.

6. The show committee may combine or divide classes if the number
of entries warrants it.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in the Open and the
Amateur classes. It is recommended in the Novice classes, but no
entry shall be disqualified for failure to identify.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the show committee and
must be in all classes.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types
and color.

10. Anemone types such as Gay Paree shall be shown as Japanese.
11 . Awards need not be given to unworthy exhibits.
12. The decision of the judges is final.

RULES FOR SPECIMEN EXHIBITS

NOTE: See Page 12, Division VI
COURT OF HONOR CANDIDATE CLASS

- 7 -



DIVISION 1. Open to all Exhibitors.
Class 101 American Peony Society Award

Twenty-five varieties, any color or type.
One bloom each in separate containers.

102 American Peony Society Award
Fifteen varieties, herbaceous only, any type or
color
One bloom each in separate containers.

103 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any type
or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

104 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, Tree peonies only, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

105 Five varieties, Japanese Type lactiflora only, any
color
One bloom each in separate containers.

106 Five varieties, single type lactiflora only, any color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three Blooms, one variety lactiflora only, in one container.
Class 117 Semi-double red

110 Double white 118 Bomb any color
111 Double blush 119 Japanese white or blush
112 Double light pink 120 Japanese pink
113 Double dark pink 121 Japanese red
114 Double red 122 Single white or blush
115 Semi-double white or 123 Single pink

blush 124 Single red
116 Semi-double pink

One Bloom Lactiflora Only
Class

130 Double white 138 Bomb white or blush
131 Double blush 139 Bomb pink
132 Double light pink 140 Bomb red .

133 Double dark pink HI Japanese white or blush
,34 Double red £
135 Semi-double white or 144 Single white or blush

blush 145 Single pink
136 Semi-double pink 146 Single red
137 Semi-double red

Three blooms one variety Herbaceous Hybrids or Species in one
container.

- 8 -



Class
150 Double or semi-double white, blush or yellow
151 Double or semi-double 153 Single yellow

pink 154 Single white or blush
152 Double or semi-double 155 Single pink

red 156 Single red
157 Itoh hybrid any color

One bloom Herbaceous Hybrid or Species.
Class 160 Double or semi-double yellow

161 Double or semi-double white or blush
162 Double or semi-double pink
163 Double or semi-double red
164 Single yellow
165 Single white or blush
166 Single pink
167 Single red
168 Itoh hybrid, any color.

Three blooms, one variety, tree peonies only, in one container.
Class

170a Japanese (Moutan) White, Single
170b semi-double 170c double

171a Japanese (Moutan) Pink, Single
171b semi-double 171c double

172a Japanese (Moutan) Red, single
172b semi-double 172c double

173a Japanese (Moutan) Violet single
(Really purple lavenders) 173b semi-double 173c double
174a Japanese (Moutan) Maroon single

174b semi-double 174c double
175a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single

175b semi-double 175c double
176a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single

176b semi-double 176c double
177a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single

177b semi-double 177c double
178a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single

178b semi-double 178c double
179a Lutea Hybrid, red, single

179b semi-double 179c double
180a Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single

180b semi-double 180c double

One bloom tree peony only.

185a Japanese (Moutan) white, single
185b semi-double 185c double- 9 -



186a Japanese (Moutan) pink, single
186b semi-double 186c double

187a Japanese (Moutan) red, single
187b semi-double 187c double

188a Japanese (Moutan) violet, single
188b semi-double 188c double

189a Japanese (Moutan) maroon, single
189b semi-double 189c double

190a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single
190b semi-double 190c double

191a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single
191b semi-double 191c double

192a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single
192b semi-double 192c double

193a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single
193b semi-double 193c double

194a Lutea Hybrid, red, single
194b semi-double 194c double

195a Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single

DIVISION II AMATEUR: Open to exhibitors who raise peonies

195b semi-double 195c double

chiefly for pleasure, sell plants or cut
flowers only casually, and do not grow
more than 200 plants.

Class 201 American Peony Society Award
'Ten varieties, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three blooms, one variety lactif lora only, unless otherwise stated, in
one container.
Class 205 Double white or blush

206 Double pink 210 Japanese any color
207 Double red 211 Single any color
208 Semi-double any color 212 Hybrid any color
209 Bomb any color 213 Tree any type or color

One bloom lactif lora unless stated otherwise.
Class 220 Double white

221 Double blush
222 Double light pink
223 Double dark pink
224 Double red
225 Semi-double any color
226 Bomb any color
227 Japanese any color
228 Single any color- 10 -



229 Hybrid any type or color
230 Tree, any type or color

DIVISION III NOVICE: Open to all amateur gardeners who ex
hibit peonies only at local shows.

Class 301 American Peony Society Award
Five varieties any type or color in separate con
tainers.

Three blooms one variety lactiflora, unless otherwise stated, in one
container.
Class 305 Double any color

306 Semi-double, any color 308 Single, any color
307 Japanese, any color 309 Hybrid, any color

One bloom lactiflora, unless otherwise stated.
Class 315 Double white or blush

316 Double pink
317 Double red
318 Semi-double any color
319 Bomb any color
320 Japanese any color
321 Single any color
322 Hybrid any color
323 Tree any color

DIVISION IV: Seedlings and New Varieties.
Class 401 Seedlings.

Three blooms, one variety in one container, not
currently introduced.
Variety must have been divided at least once.
Must be shown under name or seedling number.

402 New Varieties:
Three blooms, one variety in one container. Lim
ited to varieties named and registered with the
American Peony Society and introduced no earlier
than five years prior to show date.
Awards given in the two preceding classes may be
Certificates of Merit or Honorable Mention at the
discretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards.
Varieties having won either award in previous
competition may not be shown again in that class,
except that varieties shown in class 401 may be
shown again in class 402 regardless of awards.

403 Seedlings:
One bloom. This class is for display only.- 11 -



No awards will be given and any seedling entered in
class 401 is ineligible.

DIVISION V: Special Entries.
Class 501 Commercial Exhibit.

No awards will be given and any seedling entered in
class 401 is ineligible.

Collection by commercial grower of 25 to 50 varieties
in separate containers. A placard approximately 9"
X 14" may be furnished by the exhibitor to identify
his display.

502 Visitor from greatest distance.
Five different varieties any type. Mileage verified on
entry tag.

503 Multiple bloom.
Single stalk not disbudded. Must show at least three
open blooms.

DIVISION VI: Court of Honor Candidate Class
Exhibitors should enter their best blooms in this class. The
Court of Honor entries will come from all blue ribbon win
ners in this class. One bloom in separate container. One en
try only of each type.
A. Double Lactiflora

1. White
2. Blush
3. Light Pink
4. Dark Pink
5. Red

B. Bomb Lactiflora
Any color.

C. Semi-double
Lactiflora only. Any color.

D. Japanese
Lactiflora only. Any color.

E. Single
Lactiflora only. Any color.

F. Hybrid or Species
1. Single
2. Semi-double
3. Double
Any type or color.

G. Tree peony
One entry of each in Japanese, European, or Lutea.

Grand Champion
The best flower in the Show will be selected from the Court- 12 -



of Honor winners, plus one selection chosen by the Judges
who judged Division VI. These judges will pass through all
the classes of the show and select one bloom of any type or
color and add it to the Court of Honor selections to com
pete for the Champion of the show. Ten minutes will be
allowed for this additional selection.

1. An exhibitor may make only one entry per class. All must be the
work of the exhibitor.

2. Peonies should be featured in all arrangements. Peonies need not
be grown by the exhibitor, and some will be available from the
committee.

3. Accessories and/or bases may be used in all classes.
4. No artificial flowers or foliage are permitted.
5. A minimum of treated plant material is permissible.
6. Entries must be placed from 1:00 p.m., Friday, June 6, until 11:00

a.m., Saturday, June 7.
7. While the show management will exercise due caution in safe

guarding exhibits, it cannot assume responsibility for injury or
loss.

8. Personally owned properties must be claimed immediately after
the show closes at 5:00 p.m., Sunday, June 8.

Do not let grass and weeds grow in the clumps. Hand weeding and
careful mulching help control weeds. Each spring apply a side dressing
with a complete balanced fertilizer, low in nitrogen, in a shallow trench
around the plant. Then water the plant thoroughly.

Remove all side buds; this is called disbudding. Leave the large
terminal bud. During drought periods, water peonies regularly. Addi
tional water during the blooming season lengthens the period of bloom
and enhances the flower size.
A soft rope around the bush anchored to a stake on one side will

hold the plant intact during the rainy season.
Begin your spray season early, just as the peony emerges from the

soil. Benlate and/or Captain are recommended. Bordeaux can also be

DIVISION VII: Artistic Arrangements.
For the artistic schedule, write to Mrs. Marjorie Cornell, 1438

South Riverside Drive, Indialantic, FL 32903.

ARTISTIC DIVISION RULES

TO GROW PEONIES

used.

If you cat a tree, plant a tree.
It Is nature's replaceable energy.- 13 -



WHERE TO PUT A TREE PEONY
Anthony J. De Blasi, RD 198A, E. Wakefield, N.H.

The tree peony can play many garden roles. However used in
foreground, background, landscape detail, by itself as a single
specimen, or in the company of other plants this garden treasure ex
cels.

Before we get into potential placements of the tree peony, let us
dwell a bit on some "don'ts." And the first point to make, it seems to
me, is that the tree peony does not take kindly to competition. During
its annual moment of glory the week to ten days of a plant's bloom
ing time it commands attention. No other flowering show-off should
be within sight of its extravagant floral display. (This generally occurs
sometime between mid-May and mid-June.) Out of bloom, the tree
peony steps down to a quiet show of foliage, providing an elegant
backdrop to other flowering plants. So choose companion plants with
care. Early spring flowering plants are okay. Summer and late summer
bloomers are fine. Modest blossoms of neutral colors such as white,
blue, and lavender may add their muted embellishments to a tree
peony planting, but stay away from any plant that screams for atten
tion in late spring. The picture is likely to be discordant.

Do not crowd the tree peony. This is culturally unsound as well as
visually defective. Respect the tree peony's possible spread of 4 to 6
feet. Plant nothing closer to it than 3 feet plus half the spread of the
neighboring plant. With the dwarfer tree peonies or with some tall
Japanese types, you may plant closer. (As a weak and I emphasize
weak general rule, the lutea hybrids tend to be bushier and more
spreading than the Japanese tree peonies.)

Do not plant tree peonies near trees, shrubs, or aggressive peren
nials. Keep a 12-foot distance (more, if possible) from such elements.
Tree peonies should not be planted close to foundations, where they
are apt to suffer from extremes of temperature, drying out, and other
harsh conditions. Keep them at least 4 feet away from the building.

If you choose to set your tree peony in the open in full sunshine, be
prepared to shade the plants artificially when they are in bloom to pro
tect the blossoms from the heat of the sun. Beach umbrellas are quick
to the rescue, but if you are enterprising, you might consider a lath
structure of some kind. However, the shading will have to be removed
when the flowering is over. Shade between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
White tree peonies fare best in the sun, but the darker colored ones will
spoil quickly. It would be better to choose a spot that casts midday
shade naturally, such as a large, tall tree with high branches, south of
the planting site and perhaps one to the west. Constant, filtered
sunlight is nice during the blooming season, but unless it is bright,
such light may reduce the number of blooms from year to year.

Tree peonies are not fillers. Don't tuck them in here and there in
the casual way you may deal with gladiolus, phlox, or marigolds.- 14 -



Reserve special places for these special plants. They will be the gems
among your collection of plants. Display them proudly! Plan your
placement well in advance of actual planting. You will not be wanting
to move your tree peonies around in the sort of parade in which
chrysanthemums, daylilies, and iris often participate. For one thing, it
is a chore-and-a-half to dig up and reset a tree peony. But even if you
like to dig, your plant will resent such treatment and reward you with
diffidence.

Finally, for "don'ts," remember that the tree peony is deciduous
and that its winter appearance is, well, downright ugly. Don't treat it
as you normally treat a shrub in considering the winter aspect of your
planting. Think of it instead as a perennial that "forgot to die down to
the ground." So if you are landscaping with it, keep this desolate
feature in mind and compensate with evergreens, an attractive loose
mulch, or some form of camouflage. But don't cover or smother the
stems. If you get it regularly, a blanket of snow is just the thing.

The suggestions I am about to present are offered in the spirit of
enlisting your best guide in placing tree peonies the imagination. A
finite presentation of this type can only point to the infinity of
possibilities that confront the gardener in his or her desire to compose
a garden. There is no substitute for first-hand experience, but there is
no need for protracted bouts of trial and error.

Begin by becoming familiar with your material. Visit gardens,
nurseries, and shows. Take every advantage during the blooming
season to see, study, and take notes. Study the catalogs and the
Bulletin descriptions of varieties. Heights, shapes, colors, and bloom
ing times these are key factors that enter directly into your place
ment scheme.

The tree peony is an exquisite specimen by itself. It does not suffer
from being alone, unlike many other garden plants. One plant in your
favorite garden spot is a great way to get the full flavor of this
gorgeous plant in an uncluttered, intimate setting.

A group of them by themselves that you can walk around is
another delightful way to enjoy them at close hand. Arranged along a
walk, a lawn edge, a fence, or a wall, a collection of nothing but tree
peonies beckons the stroller to stop and behold one wonder after
another. If your path is winding, each bend will add surprise to thrill.

In the border, tree peonies may be placed wherever they will not be
hidden by taller plants and where their airy, artful flowers and foliage
will either contrast or harmonize with their neighbors. If they are set
back from the edge of the border, keep your edging plants low, so as to
not obscure their form. Do not box them in with spires. Avoid sym
metry. Don't put them in the middle of the border, but either off-center
or toward the ends. If your border is very large, group the tree peonies
(preferably three of the same variety or color) for emphasis. The sud
den burst of color from tree peonies early in the season will just as sud
denly subside to green the rest of the growing season. Whatever your- 15 -



scheme for sustaining the border's color, you will have to offset these
rather large, long-season leafy areas with bordering plants of long-
season bloom, or you may end up with a spotty border. Petunias, nico-
tianas, marigolds, zinnias, salvia, and similar long-run performers
among the annuals (gaillardias, platycodon, daylilies, and other long-
spread perennials) would carry the wave of color through the summer
and into the fall. If color is of secondary importance, you will need to
be more serious about how you combine shapes and patterns to
achieve pleasing effects. This is somewhat more of a challenge than
playing with color and touches on the art of landscape design, a sub
ject better covered in a book than an article.

Tree peonies are superb in conjunction with some architectural or
sculptural element of the garden. Their regal bearing seems especially
appropriate as they flank the foot of a stairway, brush a statue, grace a
sundial or birdbath, or pose at a gate. One of my favorite pictures is a
circular or oval area enclosed by a vine-laden lattice backdrop, with
tree peonies and path surrounding a sundial. The tree peonies would be
faced down and separated with spring flowering bulbs and summer an
nuals, artfully arranged.

Tree peonies make good landscaping subjects. An east exposure is
best, where they are protected from the hot afternoon sun. A due-north
situation would be too shady. A south or southwest position would be
too hot unless shaded by trees at midday and afternoon. While a corner
position would seem to be just beautiful, it might be too wind-swept to
be suitable. In arranging the tree peony with other shrubs, heed the
cautions mentioned earlier about crowding and foundations. Don't box
them in between yews or similar monoliths. Stage them so that they
may be seen from every angle. Don't put them in the dead center of
anything, even if your planting is formal.

Grandiose schemes, such as hillside plantings, sunken gardens, or
park-like or estate settings, fall outside the scope of our discussion. It
would be wise to let a professional gardener-consultant handle such
undertakings. But I must mention that if you have an established
woodland garden with lots of light in some areas, it would be worth in
troducing some tree peonies along its path at focal points. You may
find that they are thoroughly at home in such a naturalistic setting. In
this soothing retreat from the blaze of the main garden, both object
and viewer would strike a special beauty.

If yoa cat a tree, plant a tree.
It is nature's replaceable energy.
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THE TREE PEONY
By Louis Smirnow

The tree peony is a shrubby counterpart of the familiar herbaceous
perennial and is distinguished principally by its woody stems. The
branches do not die back to the ground in winter, as do the herbaceous
types. It puts forth its buds in the autumn, and this develops
somewhat faster in the spring. By the time it is several years old, it is
capable of blooming in great profusion. Tree peonies are usually taller
than the herbaceous kinds and have larger flowers which are produced
two or three weeks earlier. The plant may grow to a height of 4-5 feet
and may become 3-4 feet in diameter. Plants should be spaced at least
three feet apart. Grafted varieties will occasionally exceed this size,
but seedlings have been known to grow larger.

The tree peony is beautiful in foliage as well as in flower and is
deserving of the place of honor in any garden. There are many loca
tions where the thrilling beauty of the tree peonies can be seen to best
advantage. A background of evergreens is ideal. Tree peonies may be
planted among perennials and will thrive in almost any well-drained
garden soil that is about neutral in action. Autumn planting is pre
ferred, as the plants are dormant and the soil is warm and friable, in
ducing quick establishment. The graft line should be placed at least 5-6
inches below the ground level. Never plant where an old peony clump
has been growing. It is best to remove the old soil and replace it with
new. Dig a hole for each plant about 18 inches deep, and as mentioned
above, plants should be spaced about 3 feet apart. Mix two handfuls of
super phosphate with the soil, plant in, and water. It is advisable to
mulch the ground for the first year, after it has frozen, with leaves,
peat moss, or old straw to prevent heaving. After the first year, the
plant needs no protection because the tree peony is very hardy and can
withstand below-zero temperatures. An annual application of 5-10-5 or
super phosphate, two cups to each plant, is all the food that is
necessary. While sunlight for the greater part of the day is preferred,
the tree peony will do well in part shade and the blooms will hold their
color better.

The tree peony needs very little attention. Just feed occasionally
and cultivate. It will surprise you to see how quickly the plant will
prosper and grow into a full specimen.

The common enemy of all peonies is Botrytis, and an application
of Bordeaux mixture each spring will help prevent this disease.

I have also seen tree peonies do very well in foundation planting.
Several landscape architects have used the tree peony in among
azaleas and rhododendrons, and despite the type of soil, it has thrived.
This proves conclusively that tree peonies will do well in any garden
soil.

At the present time, three distinct types of tree peonies can be- 17 -



distinguished namely, the European, the Japanese, and the Lutea
hybrids. The Europeans are usually very double and have broad
foliage. The Japanese types have single, semi-double, and full double
blooms and the leaves are much finer. They also usually have in then-
centers a cushion or circle of yellow stamens. The Lutea hybrids are
the product of crossing peony species Lutea with species Suffruticosa.

The colors of both the Europeans and Japanese tree peonies range
from pure white through pale pink, rose, cherry, violet, salmon, and
cerise, to deepest red. The Japanese have a much broader color range
than the European types. Lutea hybrids, displaying colors all their
own, are truly a sight to see. Yellows ranging from clear tones to
orange tints vie combinations of yellow and red. Some of these are un
surpassed even by the rose. In the Japanese tree peonies, there are
clear whites, pinks, salmons, reds, purples, and maroons that cannot
be described in mere words. The daintiness of the semi-doubles and the
airiness and sparkle of the full double blooms of any of the tree peonies
defy description.

Tree peonies are propagated by grafting, dividing, and layering.
Though most experts agree that grafting is by far the most rapid and
satisfactory method, the propagation of these plants has long been a
matter of dispute and experimentation. If grafted on "wild" tree
peony roots, trouble is likely to appear in the form of untrue shoots
from the roots. These shoots generally grow rapidly and succeed in
killing the desired grafted variety. Grafting on roots of herbaceous
peony by the cleft method is much safer and is the method used by a
majority of propagators. The tree peony scion is grafted to the root tip
of a herbaceous peony. The herbaceous root tip has no bud or eye
which can sucker and has just enough vitality to support the tree
peony until it develops its own roots. If the herbaceous understock
should sucker, its foliage would be distinct and easily removed.

Grafting of tree peonies is generally done in late August, when the
plants have just entered their dormant period. This is continued
through early September. Young grafts are aided considerably by heat
directly under a propagating bench, if plants are grafted in a
greenhouse. If grafts are planted in frames, a hotbed would be superior
to a coldframe, although many hundreds of grafts have thrived by be
ing inserted in a regular coldframe without any bottom heat. Dividing
is another method of propagation but is considerably slower than
grafting. Layering is less practical than dividing; it is slow and uncer
tain. Experiments with cuttings have thus far proved unsuccessful.

Tree peonies may be grown from seed, but they require at least 5-6
years before blooming. Tree peonies begin to bloom in the New York
area about May 10-20. The Lutea hybrids open latest, about May
23-30. Some varieties lend themselves to forcing, but all are easy to
grow in most parts of the country.

It is advisable to purchase 3-year-old plants. At that age, they are
easier to establish and will bloom the first season after planting. We- 18 -



recommend Japanese varieties as easiest to grow. Several Lutea
hybrids are also good. c
A single blossom floating in a shallow dish on a dining table is

breathtaking in its beauty. The popularity of the tree peony is con
stantly increasing, for it can be grown in any garden, small or large.
This aristocrat in the flower world, "King of Flowers," should grow in
every garden. Its great beauty lies in its flower, and its fragrance is not
the least of its virtues. The tree peony has reached the plateau of ex
cellence toward which all other flowers must still strive.

WINTERING TREE PEONIES IN MINNESOTA
Henry Halvorson, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Twenty years ago, I bought seven Japanese tree peonies by color,
one each of white, blush pink, pink, rose, yellow, red, and purple.
Through the years they have given magnificent blooms. They are now
three to four feet in height.

In Minnesota, tree peonies bloom the last week of May and the
first week in June, depending on the arrival of spring. One year they
did not bloom, due to a very cold winter. That year I lost one of the
seven.

About ten years ago, I moved them to another area in my yard, in
the early fall. It did not seem to set them back. I feed them in the
spring after uncovering, using bone meal and 10-10-10. They are im
mediately sprayed, using the same mixture of isotox and benlate as
used on my roses. They are also foliar fed with fish emulsion once a
month.

In the fall, chicken wire is
put around each bush and filled
with leaves after first tying a
soft cord around the plant to
give support to the branches
before covering. This type of
covering gives enough ventila
tion and protection from severe
winter winds. The added snow
protection is of great value.

I do not uncover them ear
ly; generally the first week of
May. The buds are already
quite large. Due to heavy
frosts that would hurt them,
they are held back by this means. December 30, 1979

During the Christmas holidays this year, we had some days of
unusually beautiful hoar frost. I took some pictures of the tree peonies- 19 -



with their covering. The chicken wire that was used around the tree
peonies looked like lace. It was a beautiful sight.

Needless to say, I am quite proud of these particular tree peonies
and always look forward to their beautiful, silky bloom every spring.

PRAISE THE COMMERCIAL GROWERS
By Ruth Belitz, Berlin, Germany

I live in Berlin, Germany, and after reading the Bulletins and
discovering all the peonies that are available in the United States, I
wondered if you realize how fortunate you are to get all the named
varieties offered by your commercial growers. I have had to refer to
the dictionary many times for the correct words, and it has taken me a
long time to write the following.

It was in 1975 that I was able to start a peony garden. My parents
had two plants, and as a child I thought them so beautiful. They were
Officinalis and a nameless pink, which was always loaded with
fragrant flowers. I always enjoyed them. It was very hard to get
peonies, especially at that time. In Berlin, one can only buy three kinds
of peonies: red, pink, and white, all without names.

In 1976 we bought three in plastic pots, unfortunately without
names. In two years they made only leaves. Now, since time has
passed and the white one has bloomed, I know it to be Festiva Max
ima. It has bloomed with four blossoms and this year 15. The pink one
did nothing, so I threw it away.

In 1977, the German Rose Society had a meeting in Berlin. As a
member, I attended that meeting. While there I saw some catalogues.
One had tree peonies, and it was published by a firm in Berlin. I went
to see this man and he told me about a firm in the U.S.A. that sold
peonies. I was so delighted to find someone that could help me get
varieties of peonies. He ordered some for me from that firm, The Wilds
of Missouri. This was a great day for me, because now I could get
peonies that were named and were different colors. I ordered their
catalogue immediately.

When it came, I read every page and looked at every beautiful
flower. Then I saw how I could become a member of the American
Peony Society. In the Bulletins, which I receive regularly, I saw ads
for all the commercial growers. I ordered catalogues from them, and I
have read every one many times. I ordered peonies, and now I have 7 1

herbaceous and 11 tree peonies, and every one with names!
I like best of all the double pinks in all shades from blush to dark

pink, especially those that are fragrant. The diamond dusted Red
Charm is absolutely beautiful in form and color. It shines like silk. Ann
Cousins does not do well for me yet, it is so young. Elsie Pickett is
another very beautiful peony. Florence Nicholls is fragrant; planted in
1977, it had five blossoms in 1978 and eight this year. Primevere is- 20 -



delicious with blossoms like fine silk. The scent of Tenuifolia Flora
Plena is very delightful. It was planted in 1978 with one eye. This year
it had one wonderful blossom like silk. White Sands fills the room with
its fragrance, strong and glorious. Rosada is a beauty and fragrant,
planted the fall of 1978; it had four great blossoms this year. The other
peonies I cannot judge because they are too young.

The tree peonies get winter protection by means of a pyramid of
bamboo and an arrangement of fir branches around the uprights. Most
of my tree peonies are small and low, so they are covered with fir
branches.

GROWING PEONIES IN N.E. SASKATCHEWAN
Submitted by Stan J. Zubrowski, Prairie River, Saskatchewan, Canada
Botanist by profession (graduate of Olds College, Alberta, in hor
ticultural technology and botany graduate from the University of
Montana).

My interest in herbaceous and woody plants stemmed from a
desire to grow plants that were hardy enough to survive the rigours of
our harsh Saskatchewan winters. From the early '60's, I have grown a
vast number of plants of all sorts, selecting those that perform well
and eliminating those that did not. My main interest has been in the
selection of hardy forms of clematis and lilies, and I have even dabbled
a bit in hybridizing these groups.

It was not until the early '70's that I planted a good number of
named peony cultivars. These plantings had to be neglected for at
least six years because my employment caused me to move to Ottawa,
Ontario. I have since moved back to my home province, and have been
able to transplant all the peonies to a more suitable site, as well as add
many more cultivars to my collection. They number just over 200, an
impressive number for this part of the country where most peonies
planted are of the old established varieties. When visitors see many of
my peonies in bloom, they cannot believe such colours exist!

Despite the severe winter climate, peonies thrive quite well in this
part of Saskatchewan. For interested persons. Prairie River lies ap
proximately at 52 0 47' N (latitude) and 102 ° 59' W (longitude). It is not
uncommon for temperatures to dip well past -40° F! The adequate
snow-cover provided most winters ensures good survival of the peony
roots. Except for newly-planted peony roots, I do not mulch my
peonies at all. Our fertile sandy-loam soil, occasionally quite clayey in
areas, provides an excellent growing medium. With adequate watering
in the hot summer months and occasional fertilizing with bone meal,
the peonies have thrived just fine.

Most of my other work with peonies has centered on sowing seed
from various sources. Seed of various hybrid crosses and named
cultivars, so generously sent to me by Chris Laning of the PAEONIA
newsletter, have been sown in several plots for further testing. Other- 21 -



seed have come my way via the USSR, Austria, Norway, Lithuania,
and some Canadian suppliers. My method of growing peonies from
seed is the old tested method. Seed is sown directly outdoors in early
June, with most germination occurring the following spring. The seed
lings are then transplanted to more permanent sites the same autumn.
To date, none of the seedlings have bloomed, but I am optimistic
something will show next spring. As the seedlings bloom some will be
selected for future incorporation into a breeding program. Hopefully,
opportunity will permit me to involve myself in hybridizing, but that
opportunity has not come my way just yet.

Of interest for this part of the country is a plant of Paeonia suf-
fruticosa, I have grown from seed obtained from the Moscow
Botanical Gardens. It has never been mulched, and the only protection
received is from a good snow cover. It has been herbaceous in habit,
however, and I am optimistic that it will bloom one of these years.

In future years I hope to include other hybrids in my peony plant
ings, especially Saunder's hybrids, and possibly some Itohs. I have a
feeling the latter would thrive just great in my part of North America.

PEONIES LIVE ON
By John F. Cote, Brooklyn, Conn.

Both sides of the long winding road that led from the old farm
house to the main road were lined with peonies. It was a magnificent
sight when they were in bloom. The mode of travel in years past was
the slow pace of a team of horses pulling the lumber wagon with the
spring seat secured on the wagon bed for the driver and any accom
panying person. All nature and the countryside could be enjoyed. The
peonies were a part of that setting. Grandfather loved his peonies and
took pride in them all through his lifetime.

For sixty or more years the peonies had been growing there,
blooming every year. But the time came when all things had to be
abandoned. It was just natural that we must save the peonies from a
fate that befalls many old plantings. The names had long been forgot
ten, and it was of little concern then, as the beautiful blooms continued
to give happiness and joy to all that viewed them.

When that day came, the peonies were dug and divided carefully.
We had over three bushels of good divisions of assorted roots of
"Gramps" peonies. All were moved temporarily to my mother's place.

After retiring from the Navy, I dug some of the roots and started
growing them at my own home. One of the plants has a most unusual
flower, very fragrant and exceptionally beautiful. It is a prolific
bloomer with twelve double ruffled guard petals that are pure pink
with an anemone center of white tinged with pink. Since the name is
not known, it is called by the garden name of "Gramps." This planting
takes us back to the farm where all of these peonies were planted by
Gramps and he cared for them so long ago. This collection of highly- 22 -



prized peonies is of sentimental value to us.
Now I have 139 divisions from plants that were treasured from dif

ferent friends. One family friend, especially, at age 84 was faced with
the ordeal of selling her home, after having lived there her entire life,
and was to move to a rest home. She wanted her beloved peonies cared
for, as they must not remain and be destroyed. So I dug three huge
plants, one pink, the other unknown to me, and a bi-color. It took my
brother and me over two hours to dig and divide the bi-color properly.
It gave us 27 good divisions. What a huge hole we had to fill!

Another elderly friend asked that we take her Festiva Maxima. It
too, was a very old plant and it was faced with destruction, after hav
ing grown in her yard for many years.

My old school friend called at Christmas and asked that I take all
of his grandmother's peonies that were in the field. I will break more
ground this fall and dig and plant all of them.

There are many divisions from old peonies all planted at my home
in a very large group; it is a beautiful heirloom garden, containing
peonies saved that were much loved and cherished by their owners.
Every person had a sentimental attachment and affection for his
peonies that can only be understood by those that have enjoyed their
peonies over a period of years.

I am now preparing new ground for new varieties a collection of
my own. I hope to have a spectrum of color in different peonies. My
peonies of the past which belonged to my family and friends will
always give me a feeling of nostalgia, just thinking of the days when
they lived and enjoyed the same blooms from their selected plants in
their span of life.

Their peonies live on.

THE PEONY PATCH 79
Ben Gilbertson, Kindred, North Dakota

We had an enjoyable growing season in '79. No problems weather-
wise, no drought periods, and no excessive moisture or flooding local
ly, but rather severe flooding in April when our Sheyenne River
overflowed its banks to the east of our locality. Some water did reach
the city limits in a ditch but was contained therein. We had no ex
cessive cold or heat to contend with and no windstorms.

The peony bloom was very good in almost every variety, but not
many exceptionally good blooms, as we had in '78.

The peony seed planted in the fall of '78 gave us poor germination
and many of our most exciting crosses failed to show above ground at
all. I believe that the seed rows were allowed to become too dry soon
after planting, as we had a rather dry late summer and fall August
and September but had good moisture conditions later on. I expect to
see a lot of these seedlings come up this spring. New this year were- 23 -



three near-yellow plants with large blooms of this type and color that I
thought were a better yellow than any that I had seen before; also two
rose-type pure white doubles that seemed very good for first bloom.
These were all dug, divided, and replanted for further evaluation. Two
other interesting plants were also noted in the rows to be dug in the fall
of '80. They are both seedlings of a cross between Roselette's Child
and Archangel with very large leaves on an enormous stalk about 3/4
inch in diameter and nearly 40 inches tall. One had two very large
single light creamy white blooms that I believe were twice as big as on
Archangel.

One section of seedlings were from 105 seeds of Laddie X Early
Scout. 23 plants were grown from these seeds. None of them have
bloomed as yet. My seed rows are 18 inches apart and the seedlings in
the row on either side were very large and leafy plants, while the Lad
die X Early Scout seedlings were quite dwarf. Thus they were in deep
shade all summer long that last few years and grew very slowly. These
seedlings proved very interesting, as they carried the four species
Tenuifolia X Lobata and Lactiflora X Wittmaniana, and about one
third of them showed the grey-green foliage of Wittmaniana to some
degree, although Early Scout does not show any resemblance to Witt
maniana. These were also all dug and replanted.

Goldilocks again had large and very full flowers without well-
developed carpels, and the only seed we had from it was from the
laterals or side blooms. Next year I intend to let some of these plants
grow all their stems to full height and then cut them down to the
crown, hoping that another crop of stems will come on from the
undeveloped buds on the crown and have good carpels like the variety
used to have in the first few years that it bloomed. It was a very good
seed producer in those years.

My seedling No. 5908, the first variety that I used for seed produc
tion for double reds, was for a number of years a very good seed setter
and totally free of pollen, but had good carpels. When bagged before
opening and kept that way, it was always completely seedless. Later
as it grew older, it started to produce pollen in anther-like lumps along
the edge of some of its narrow petals of the center fluff, and it would
then self-pollinate and set seed if bagged before opening and left that
way through the bloom period. So plants do change.

The Claire de Lune seedling that I found last year, which I dug and
divided into two fair-sized divisions and replanted, had only one bloom
this year, which I pollinated with a mixture of Alice Harding and
Oriental Gold (both are notoriously poor pollens), and it produced nine
seeds. The tree peony bloom had been open a couple of days, so there
was plenty of chance that other pollens were introduced into the
flowers.

I started moving out of the retail trade in peony roots some eight
years ago, and this past season I moved out all but a few plants of Red
Charm and quite a few plants of the double Tenuifolia, plus some other- 24 -



breeding stock plants of my own origination. These I expect I shall
keep working with as long as I am physically able to do so. I could not
think of a better hobby. I will not have any peony roots for sale this
coming fall, for the first time in forty years. I will have the final
cleanup sale in '81.

My best wishes to you, one and all.

LES FLORALIES INTERNATIONALES
DE MONTREAL

In 1980, Montreal will host the first Floralies internationales ever
held in North America. This great event, organized cooperatively by
the Quebec Ministere de VAgriculture and the city of Montreal, is
under the general authority of the Canadian Government. The world's
horticultural elite will be in attendance and doubtless this unique get-
together will have considerable repercussions in the beautification of
cities and towns throughout Canada and the United States.

The American Peony Society received an invitation to participate
in this event. Mr. Don Hollingsworth of Kansas City, Missouri, will
represent the Society. In accordance with the program, the conference
on peonies will be June 12.

The Floralies internationales will involve two important hor
ticultural exhibitions:
A The indoor Floralies, May 17 to May 29, 1980

Montreal's Velodrome is among the architectural marvels
created for the 1976 Olympic Games and this event will see it
transformed into a valley of flowers, measuring 6,000 m2, to be
created by horticulturists from around the world. Specialists
from some 20 countries will compete in theme and imagination
with Canadian and Quebec producers to render homage to the
beauty and diversity of cultivated plants for the pleasure of hun
dreds of thousands of visitors.
Cut flowers, potted plants in bloom, tropical and sub-tropical
plants, cactii and succulent plants, bromeliads and orchids, tree
nursery saplings, presentations of floral art, bonsai, dried
flowers and landscaping will be combined in the indoor Floralies.
Displays can be accepted only from national representatives and
from national or international horticultural associations. An of
ficial Quebec entry will be the responsibility of Montreal's
Botanical Garden.

B The open-air Floralies, May 31 to September 1, 1980

Some 40 hectares of Ile Notre-Dame which was built up out of
the river for Expo '67, will be developed to its definitive vocation
as a floral park presenting the latest in landscape art through
the open-air Floralies. In addition to the permanent exhibition,
represented by a selection of the best trees, shrubs, and- 25 -



cultivated flowers, Ile Notre-Dame will be turned into a com
plete recreational park dedicated to the popularization of
ecological and cultural subjects.

Some 400,000 visitors are expected.

IN MEMORIAM
THEOR. MYSYK, WOODSTOCK, ILL.
August 25, 1914 October 31, 1979

By Marvin C. Karrels

At the meeting of the 5th District this year, we were saddened
because of the passing of Ted Mysyk just four days before. The seating
at the speakers' table had been arranged in advance. His chair re
mained vacant and tipped.

We have lost one of the stalwarts of the American Peony Society.
He was a member for over thirty years. For the last two years he
served as vice president, and this coming June he would have been
president. He also served on the Board of Directors. He was an active
member of the 5th district also. He was president some 20 years ago.
In 1963 he sponsored the District Show, which was held in the church
basement. It was one of the best.

Ted has eight acres of land at Hebron with several thousand
peonies growing there. He is survived by his wife, Irene, and three
daughters. He was an I.R.S. representative for 30 years at Woodstock,
1ll. When he retired, he opened two accounting offices, one in
Woodstock and the other in Maringo, 1ll.

Officers, directors, and friends of the National Peony Society and
those of the 5th District will miss him. I feel a personal loss at his pass
ing.
Someday I hope with you to stand
Before the throne at God's right hand
And say to you at journey's end,
Praise God, you've been to me a friend.
Thank God for you.
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JOHND. KREICHBAUM, BERNVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
November 25, 1979

These were days of sadness; two members of the Board of Direc
tors of the American Peony Society have passed away within a month
of each other.

John Kreichbaum had been a member of the American Peony
Society for twenty years and had been growing peonies more than that
number of years. He started exhibiting his peonies at the national
shows in 1974. Previously, he had been exhibiting in Pennsylvania.

John's electric personality and his attitude about exhibiting were
of contagious enthusiasm and joy to all the exhibitors when the
blooms were being put on the show tables. He brought magnificent
peonies and was recognized as a pro in showing his flowers. He re
ceived many awards every year and his flowers were always on the
Court of Honor.

John was an engineer of the Reading Railroad, retiring last year
because of this prevailing health problem. He leaves his wife and one
daughter. He had many friends in the Society, and his passing leaves a
big void in our midst.

John was a quiet, unassuming person who exhibited a deep
warmth for people around him. Peonies were his passion and none that
he brought to shows were ever losers, in his estimation. In his eye, each
had a peerless quality worth a word or two for anyone within earshot,
or worth at least a moment of introspective appreciation.

John used the airlines to reach national exhibitions. Generally, at
show's end on Sunday, his return flight was not due until late at night.
After all other exhibitors would say their goodbyes, John would return
to the showroom and become the official spokesman for departing ex
hibitors. How he loved talking to people about peonies! As people
would pass by exhibition tables, John would read into their glances
questions about peonies he felt must be answered. And answer he did,
until the exhibition center closed. We'll miss him and his spontaneous
enthusiasm at the shows.

Joe Glocka

If you cut a trea. plant a tree.
It is nature's replacvabk energy.
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HUMP-BACK KUO, ON CULTIVATING PLANTS:
FLOWERS

Translated from Chinese by John Marney,
Associate Professor of Chinese, Oakland University

Flowers.
In grafting [chieh] tree peonies, it is essential to have someone in

spect them. If a graft survives, then there are flowers in successive
years as at first. If the graft dies, then prune it away and regraft; but
only in that year will it bear flowers. If there are needle-holes in tree
peony flowers, then that is where insects are hidden. Gardeners call
this the "air tank." Dip a large needle in sulphur and apply the tip [to
the holes] and the insects will die. Or else block [the holes] with
"hundred-section herbs." The people of Shu (modern Ssuchuan prov
ince] call the thousand-petaled tree peony "Capital Flower," i.e., it
grows in the [capital city] Loyang. The single petaled are merely called
"River Flower" [i.e., from Ssuchuan, which means "Four Rivers"]. It
is also called "Mountain Vermilion," and "Mountain Flower."

Tree peonies and herbaceous peonies that grow in vegetable
gardens are most vigorous.

Tree peonies and herbaceous peonies may not be situated among
conifers, and being of short duration, they need a place sheltered from
the wind.

If the first day of spring is the tzu day [i.e., the first day of the sex
agenary cycle], then within a month, tree peonies that have been
grafted upon mandrake/lotus stems will have rotted.

If a tree peony puts forth stamen as large as pellets, try pinching a
dozen or so flowers. Among them there will surely be two or three
flowers that are not substantial. Get rid of them. In this way they will
not rob the other flowers of their vigor.

In general, flowers are best planted in springtime. Only the tree
peony is best planted or grafted about the time of the autumn
ceremony.

Translator's Note: Hump-back Kuo was the name of a garden-
nursery, derived from its proprietor's surname, Kuo. The T'ang lit
terateur Liu Tsung-yuan (773-819) admits in his "Tale of Cultivating
Plants, Hump-back Kuo" that the origins of the name are uncertain.
However, apparently, a Mr. Kuo stooped when he walked, like a camel,
and so the local folk called him "Hump-back Kuo."

This fragment about tree peonies in a medieval text provides un
equivocal record of curious hybridization, whereby peony grafts were
applied to waterlily, lotus, or mandrake stems.
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SEED DISTRIBUTION TIME IS HERE AGAIN
June and July are good months for planting peony seed.

While nothing appears above ground until the following April,
yet rooting takes place in late summer and early fall of the year
the seeds are sown. This method offers fewer problems than any
other technique and is recommended for beginners.

Peony seeds are available to anyone for the asking. Send
$1.00 for postage. Chris Laning

553 West F. Avenue
List of available seeds: Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007
LACTIFLORA
Seeds from Gus Sindt:
Florence Bruss single, dark

red
Patricia Hanratty dark red

Japanese
May Lilac Macro, hybrid
Rose Bowl light pink single
John Gardner red Japanese
Pico white single
Owatonna blush single
Spellbinder white single
Krinkled White white single

White Cap white and red
Japanese

Moonrise lobata hybrid
Dignity red Japanese
Topeka Garnet red Japanese
Rivida hybrid red single
Gay Paree
Faribo Gold white Japanese

with big yellow center
Miss America semi-double
Walter Faxon pink double
Bu-te white Japanese
Terry Gordon red Japanese

Sparkling Star
Spellbinder
Rare China

Seeds from M. C. Karrels:
Hybrid seeds
Liebschen
Mixed
HYBRID SEEDS:
Archangel X Nancy
Serenade F2
Quad F3
May Lilac
A very generous amount of tree peony seeds from Toichi Domoto
(suffruticosa)
Special seeds from C. Graham Jones, England:

Saunders 12128
Quad F3 X Silver Dawn F3
Quad F3 X Moonrise
Sanctus X Silver Dawn
Roselette's Child F2

Stern #133 (5 seeds)
Stern #219 (20 seeds)
Stern Rocks Pink (5 seeds)
Stern #162 (20 seeds)
Stern #166 (7 seeds)

Kelways single open (32
seeds)

P. Mlokosewitchii (30 seeds)
P. lutea (20 seeds)
P. lutea Ludlowi (20 seeds)

Note to all who can contribute peony seed: We look forward to
receiving any or all kinds ofpeony seed this coming fall.

Chris
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BOTRYTIS OR PHYTOPHTHORA BLIGHT
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?
Clyde V. Goodman, Oregon, Wisconsin

Reprint from Bulletin #231, in part.

I've found that the best results for control of this disease on
peonies is, for a quantity of two gallons spray, use one teaspoon of
Benlate 50% WP plus two tablespoons of Dithane M-45 or Manzate
200. (Manzate 200 and Dithane M-45 are different brand names for the
same product.) The lower stems close to the ground should always be
sprayed. It seems that the Benlate takes care of the Botrytis and the
other chemical controls Phytophthora.

I've found that Phytophthora is many times more destructive
than the Botrytis Blight. However, there is a great deal of similarity
between the two diseases and they are often difficult to identify.

GET READY TO HYBRIDIZE PEONIES
By Don Hollingsworth

In some other perennial garden plants one can often make reliable
matings of some of the most interesting parent plants, simply by
showing up when both parents have flowers in the process of opening.
This is not the case in peonies because the flowering of the interesting
parents so often does not coincide. Also many of the crosses are so
poorly fertile that potential contamination becomes more of a problem.
It pays to get ready.

For me, getting ready falls into three categories. One is getting my
mental preparation together, another is what can be done to have
materials ready, and the third is acquisition of desired cultivars,
which, of course, has to be done a season or more ahead. There is time
to get ready in the other two categories by the 1980 flowering season.

The mental preparation has to do with being ready to give your
crosses high priority for your attention at the proper time. Timeliness
is absolutely essential if you are going to make reliably controlled
matings of peonies. Even when you're working to avoid it, contamina
tion is an ever-present possibility.

Once you've committed yourself to the effort, then how to proceed
becomes a function of experience, logical planning, and your native in
genuity. For example, if you require Chinese peonies for the pod side of
a mating, then you can cut down on the problems of control by grow
ing those having pods but little or no pollen. You can eliminate
preliminary stripping on some of them. Then you can avoid early
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morning visits, when you have to give your employer some time. Bag
the soon-to-open flowers during evening visits in order to keep away in
sects. Then do your pollinations the next evening. When some flowers
get away from you, forget them. Spend your time on the remaining op
portunities for "clean" flowers.
If the desired pod parent has its own pollen, you'd best strip it.

That means destruction to some people, but it simply reflects oppor
tunity when you need the flower for a cross.

The same timeliness is necessary in collecting pollen. Rarely will
you find uncontaminated pollen to use when your flowers are ready.
The only way to be sure is to have the pollen collected ahead of time
from just-opening flowers in the field or cut and opened indoors away
from insects. Dry the pollen for later use. It will store for days or
weeks in a cool, dry place. Even if you have freshly opened flowers in
the field, the un-dried pollen is gooey and difficult to transfer.

Another adjustment most of us make is to quit disbudding plants
which are to be used for pod parents. Often you only get the chance to
make your cross on those side buds, which open later.

In the category of getting materials together, pollen preparation is
by far the most important. Collect plenty of it. For example, if this
turns out to be one of those years when the Itoh cross (Paeonia lac-
tiflora X lutea hybrid) makes some of its rare "takes," you'll lose if
you haven't captured as much pollen as can be found. Since most lutea
hybrids are weak producers of pollen, one has to be quite attentive in
order to put together even a modest supply.

Other materials requirements are simple by comparison:
something with which to "bag" crosses, a means of marking the flower
for later identification of the cross, and pages for logging the pollina
tions as they are made.

Think about which peonies you are growing, or can get pollen of
from other growers. Pick out some matings you'd like to try and con
centrate on being ready to make these at the proper time. There'll
probably be some very interesting results in store for you.

HOW A PEONY GROWS, OR WHERE TO APPLY
THE COLCHICINE
By Don Hollingsworth

"Imagine the effect upon peony breeding of having
seed fertile strains of the Itoh hybrids, the lutea hybrids,
the 'Windflowers, ' the 'Lavenders' and many other now
rare novelties. Such strains can be . . . "

David Reath reported the discovery of a successful method for
colchicine-induced polyploidy in this Bulletin (March 1972). Induced
polyploidy the deliberate multiplication of the basic chromosome
number in a strain of plants has proven to be a valuable tool for plant- 31 -



breeders in other genera. However, previous workers had not found the
key for the effective use of colchicine in the peony. The growth habit of
peonies is relatively restricted compared to many genera. They
reproduce themselves from year to year by a relatively small number
of stems which make a great deal of growth in a short time in early
spring. Reath's method involves germinated seedlings as they begin to
make their shoot growth, very early in the spring phase of growth.
This article is concerned primarily with showing how herbaceous
peonies reproduce themselves from year to year and how this informa
tion might be used to succeed in the doubling of chromosomes to form
fertile strains of the established hybrids.

Doubling the chromosome number of the interspecies hybrids is of
great interest to peony breeders. Reath's seedling method can be used
for the purpose by treating seedlings from hybrid crosses, for example
Paeonia lactiflora cultivars X "Good Cheer." In the more fertile
crosses, such as this one, it is possible to produce a sufficient number
of seeds to make a very good chance of getting the doubling in enough
plants to find one which also represents the better end of what the
cross will produce.

How about doubling the chromosomes of some of the fine hybrid
peonies that are already introduced? In their present state of fertility,
most of the first generation hybrids are very slow subjects for
breeding purposes. In a recent article, Chris Laning has called for
renewed discussions and experiments in attempt to expand the suc
cessful use of colchicine as a means of overcoming this hybrid sterility
[Paeonia, Dec. 1979). Imagine the effect upon peony breeding of hav
ing seed fertile strains of the Itoh hybrids, the lutea hybrids, the
"Windflowers," the "Lavenders" and many other now rare novelties.
Such strains can be founded in a single generation, if means can be
established for doubling the chromosome number of existing hybrid
plants.

The importance of understanding the nature of the peony's limited
growth pattern in respect to induced polyploidy has two sources. First,
because colchicine acts only on cells that are undergoing division at
the time of treatment, the more frequently cell division is going on at
the time of treatment, the better the chance of having everything come
out just right somewhere, as it must. Colchicine is toxic. The treat
ment that gets the desired effect in one cell will also cause damage in
other cells. Secondly, because peonies produce relatively few growth
points that reliably lead to future year growth, it is in only a narrowly
defined region of the plant that change makes any lasting differences.
For example, patches of doubled cells in the deciduous stems and
leaves of the plant cannot be made into new plants through currently
available technology. The treatment should be targeted to the most
desirable area of the plant.

Most peony species make only one shoot of growth per year.
Secondary cycles of growth (as seen in repeat flowering roses) are- 32 -



prevented by early onset of one or more dormancy factors, at least one
of which requires the cold of winter in order for growth to be released.
In peonies, the dormancy limits not only the production of flowers, but
the production of leafy stems, as well. For its reduction, this dormancy
requires many hours of cold temperatures. The most effective
temperature is around 40° F (5° C), not freezing, as is sometimes sup
posed. Two peony kinds have exceptions to the requirement of winter
cold before re-growth can occur. These are Paeonia californica which
will make secondary growth from side buds which occur on above
ground stems (the only herbaceous species which has vegetative buds
above ground) and the Delavayanae group of the woody-stemmed
peonies. In the latter group [P. lutea, P. Delavayi, P. potanini, P.
Ludlowii), secondary growth may be seen from both above and below,
sometimes with repeat flowering, but not all plants of a species having
the same capability. When found in the lutea hybrids, this exception
might be useful.

After there has been a sufficient amount of cold to free the buds
for growth, they will commence to expand when in the presence of
warmer temperatures, maybe around 50° F for a sufficient length of
time. Colder temperatures hold them back. Having the material to be
treated where temperatures can be controlled will probably be
necessary in order to get best timing of colchicine treatment. In other
words, one might best work with dug plants, stored over winter in con
ditions that will give the dormancy reduction, where the plants can
also be observed to see if buds are stretching.

See the illustration, Figures 1, 2, and 3, for discussion of the
branching habit of peony stems. With the one shoot per season growth
pattern, one new level of branching develops each year. If colchicine
change is successful, it will be within growth points which do not
develop until a future year. The final evidence of the success cannot be
known for an indefinite length of time. Harold Wolfe found this delay
of effect in peonies to be characteristic of changes (not polyploidy) in
duced when peonies were treated with naphtalene acetamide (this
Bulletin No. 170, 1963).

Some things can be done in peonies to advance the year in which
latent growth becomes active. For example, by pruning off the
primary stem of peonies as they emerge from the ground in spring one
can "force" side buds to grow. Some of them do, anyway, on certain
vigorous cultivars, making one or more thinner stems from the base of
the primary shoot. Perhaps the same effect can be caused by merely
nipping the tip of large buds in autumn or before they start growing in
spring. This nip should be deep enough to get below the tissue which
would produce the leafy shoot, about to the base of the top scale. Such
measures have the potential of advancing the evidence of effect by at
least a year.
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Colchicine application methods have been extensively researched
and published. I will not attempt to detail them here. Briefly, col
chicine has usually been applied as a water solution, either as an im
mersion or dropped, and as an emulsion or lanolin paste for surface ap
plication. An agent to aid in penetration may be used. Dropping or
lanolin paste might be used on the stubs of "nipped" buds for treating
plants that are in soil (either pots or beds). Immersion, like Reath's
treatment of seedlings (he did shoots only), might be accomplished
with plants wintered bare root, or washed out of the planting medium
for purposes of the treatment.

Colchicine is a material which can be deadly if misused. One who is
planning to work with it should spend some time studying about it. An
excellent reference work is Eigsti, O.J., and Pierre Dustin, Jr., Col
chicine in Agriculture, Medicine, Biology and Chemistry, 1957, The
Iowa State College Press, available in large libraries and through in-
terlibrary loan services at smaller libraries. The Bulletin articles
referenced here are all available in the new book, Kessenich, Greta M.,
Editor, The Best of Seventy-Five Years, 1979, American Peony Socie
ty.

The stem bases and their
buds together constitute an ever-
branching lineage of growth
points, a new level of branching
for each season. In herbaceous
peonies, the perennial stem bases
continue to expand with age,
eventually losing their original
form, merging into the mass
called the crown. This photo
shows a section of younger stem
bases. The branching can still be
seen: 1) center, the dead stub from
the year before; 2) outer, two
stubs of the current season, in
autumn; 3) large buds which will
grow next spring; and 4) under
the bud scales are the axillary Figure 1

growth points, already large enough to distinguish with the unaided
eye when the scales are peeled away. Each of these already has areas of
tissue meristem which will become buds for a still further growing
season.
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Within the underground buds
of herbaceous peony there is con
tained a closely compressed stem,
which, left undisturbed, is
typically never exposed above
ground. It contains the same
parts as are seen to be present in a
tree peony leafy shoot at its lower
portion, where buds for next year
are seen. When covered with ex
tra soil or otherwise kept from the
light, which inhibits further ex
tension, herbaceous peony buds
will stretch enough for the
separate parts to be more readily
distinguished. In this photo each
stem reflects the expansion of a
single large bud. The side buds
which were contained under the Figure 2
scales at an earlier stage, are clearly evident. Although most of the
side buds will not make a current season stem, cell division is taking
place and may be affected by colchicine. 1) side bud making a stem; 2)
side buds at nodes, breaking through dead scale; 3) internode, which
lengthens to place upper buds near the surface.

A large bud of herbaceous
peony that is of normal advance
ment for autumn. Part of the cov
ering scales have been stripped
away in order to expose one of the
small secondary buds. (A little
retouching helps to make up for
the lack of skill on the part of the
photographer.)

Figure 3
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Correction from Don Hollings worth. Last year I reported in the
Bulletin of the possibility that lutea hybrid "Age of Gold" might be a
surprisingly good pollinator for making the Itoh cross. When the
seedlings grew they looked suspiciously like lobata type hybrids, so I
must assume my pollen was contaminated. So far my best pollinator
for the Itoh cross is still the Lemoine lutea hybrid "Alice Harding." I
do have others of these hybrids, however, by "Banquet," "Gauguin,"
"Tria," "Demetra," and two of the Daphnis advanced generation lutea
hybrids.

SIR ROY, KNIGHT OF THE PEONY
This is the annual report of the 5 th District held November 4,

1979, at The Abbey Fontana, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. We had 48
reservations and all enjoyed a sumptuous brunch. The Martinique
Room was beautifully decorated with table settings of fall-colored
flowers.

After the brunch Mr. Wm. Alwardt gave the invocation. The
meeting was then called to order by the President, Marvin Karrels,
who welcomed all and then asked for self-introductions from the round
tables. Among the notables present were eight members of our Na
tional Board of Directors, our National President, Chuck Klehm, and
our National Secretary, Greta Kessenich.

We were again glad to see Mrs. Hertha Hyde, one of our charter
members, Mrs. Lois Klehm, Mr. Hubert Fisher, Mr. and Mrs. Eldred
Green, and Mr. and Mrs. Art Kozelka.

The next item on the agenda introduced a note of sadness. As is
customary in these annual meetings of ours, when one of our own has
passed on, we rise and bow our heads in silent tribute. This year we
paid tribute to Frances Tikalsky who, 33 years ago, was the first
Secretary of our 5th District, and Ted Mysyk, our National Vice Presi
dent. Ted's chair stood tipped up at our speakers' table.

The President now stated that we had come to the highlight of the
1979 program that set the tone of our meeting that afternoon. His
words follow verbatim, "Ladies and gentlemen, we have gathered
together here today to honor one of our own. The Klehm Nursery and
family have been staunch supporters of our 5th District and National
A.P.S. for many years. Roy and Chuck have served as National
Presidents and Presidents of our 5th District. I have long felt that we
should recognize and commend our good commercial growers who
have proven they were reputable, honest, and above all, meticulous in
their attention to maintaining an accurate nomenclature. The commer
cial growers are an important part of our peony world. The very suc
cess that we have planting these newly planted roots we purchase from
them often depends on the field culture they practice and the skill they
have with the dividing knife. Yes, they literally are the guardians of
our nomenclature; they are the custodians of the work our founding- 36 -



fathers did some 75 years ago. In the early years of this century, the
nomenclature of the peony was in a mess. Such common varieties as
Edulis Superba, Festiva Maxima, Felix Crousse, and Mons. Jules Elie
were found to have been sent out under many different names. Then a
group of deeply interested men decided to do something about this.
They organized the A.P.S., established test gardens, and invited a
number of growers to participate in this work. Among this list of
charter members, we found the name of Charles Klehm, the grand
father of the Klehms who today operate the Charles Klehm & Son
Nursery. These charter members were all dedicated to straightening
out and maintaining an accurate nomenclature of the peony, and so for
four generations, the Klehms have been the custodians of the work of
these founding fathers. The Klehm Nursery is the only commercial
grower who has plant patented some 24 varieties, which they have
hybridized and introduced under the group name of 'Estate Peonies.' I
am sure that one of the motivations for this was to ensure their ac
curate nomenclature. The Klehms have given many years of service to
the A.P.S., and so we here in the 5th District felt that we should
recognize this and commend them for their high ethical conduct in the
growing and sale of peony roots and plants."

The President then asked Roy Klehm to come before the speakers'
table and accept a walnut plaque with this inscription: "To the Klehm
Nursery In recognition of their high ethical standards in the produc
tion and distribution of peony roots and plants. Awarded this day of
November 4th, 1979, by the 5th District of the American Peony
Society." The President then said, "I am sure there are other commer
cial growers in the A.P.S. who could qualify for this citation, but the
Klehms are one of us here in the 5th District, and we are proud to have
them as one of us." The President then recalled Roy Klehm to the
speakers' table and said, "I have another honor I want to bestow upon
your noble brow. As your 'king' and by the power vested in me by the
flower of our own knighthood assembled here at these round tables, I
dub and pronounce you, 'Sir Roy, Knight of the Peony.' We have Mr.
Peony's, King and Queen of the peonies, so this award is unique; it is
the first Knight of the Peony. So as you travel about this peony land of
ours, guard and defend the good name of the peony."

The President then asked Greta for a review of our new publica
tion, The Best of 75 Years. She spoke of it as a historical record of the
A.P.S. for 75 years. Greta said she compiled this record from the ar
ticles contributed by the members of the A.P.S. to the Bulletin during
the course of these years. The President added, "Before going to the
next item on the agenda, we should dwell a bit longer on this The Best
of 75 Years." He said, "This book is not only of great historical value,
but the articles are completely informative, covering all phases of
peony culture, breeding, exhibiting, and commercial cut flowers. Many
of the favorites of these past 75 years are chronicled."

Show reports were now given the National, by Marvin Karrels;
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he pointed out that due to the lateness of the blooming season in the
Champaign area, the hybrids were predominant. Mr. Karrels said the
quality was good, but the stars of the show were the finest group of
seedlings he has ever seen at a National Show. Don Hollingsworth
showed a yellow seedling of the Itoh class that was extremely attrac
tive, listed as #205 Itoh Seedling. Peter Laning's Quad F3' X Silver
Dawn was outstanding. We will be waiting for these to appear in the
commercial lists.

Due to the scarcity of the Lactifloras at Champaign, the
Milwaukee show was a replica of a good National Show, with a full
representation of all the types. Joe Glocka reported in detail.

The President now announced the auction. There were 38 roots of
fered. Clarence Lienau was the auctioneer and did his usual good job.
Some of the finest new hybrids, tree, and Lactifloras and a number of
the good old-timers were up for bid.

The next order of business was the election of officers. Mr. Marvin
Karrels and Elaine K. Risch were again elected President and
Secretary, respectively.

A colored 2X2 slide presentation was now presented. Joe Glocka
was in charge of this. Mr. Eldred Green showed some 1939 slides of the
Peony Garden of R.A. Napier of Blue Island, Illinois. They were ex
tremely interesting. Dr. Reath showed some new tree peonies. Carrol
Spangler had 15 or 20 from his own garden. Joe Glocka showed two
dozen from his extensive collection.

It was now 5:30 p.m. and another meeting passed into history.
Respectfully submitted, Elaine K. Risch

HISTORY OF PEONIES AND THEIR ORIGINATIONS - Check
list book of over 5000 varieties; $10:00. Compiled and edited by Greta
M. Kessenich.

INTERNATIONAL LES FLORALIES MONTREAL
John Simkins, Oakville, Ontario, Canada

Canada's jump into the ranks of international horticulture exhibitors
takes place this summer when Montreal hosts the first International Floralies
ever held in North America. The complete exposition will include indoor and
outdoor exhibitions.

The indoor show is from May 17-29, 1980 and the outdoor one from May
31 to September 1, 1980.

Montreal is an ideal site for such a world-scale event. The Olympics and
Expo '67 provided many of the faculties, particularly the 64,000 square feet
Velodrome and the man-made Ile Notre-Dame in the St. Lawrance River.

The indoor Floralies in the Velodrome will consist of national competitions
in indoor landscaping using cut flowers, tropical and subtropical plants, cacti
and succulents, bromeliads and orchids, and trees in one section. Flora art,
bonsai and dried flowers will take another and landscaping the third.- 38 -



Specialists from twenty countries are entered including Holland,
Guatemala, France, Monaco, Costa Rica, Italy, Mexico, South Africa, U.S.A.,
and Canada.

A visit to the outdoor exhibits from May 31 to September 1 is an ideal side
trip from the peony show at Cornell, June 6-8. the exhibit proper will use 1000
acres of the island for the five major areas.

The international section, about eighty acres in size, will show large
display gardens created by over a dozen countries with Holland, France,
Belgium, Italy, U.S.A., Japan and Britain, Monaco, Peru, Morocco, Nepal and
Indonesia being the major ones.

As each country will be using as much native material as possible, the
variety of trees, shrubs, and other plants will be immense. Their arrangements
will supply many gardening ideas . The exhibits will be linked by canals, (with
gondolas) half a mile of rock gardens, seven bridges and public squares with
fountains all planted with trees and shrubs.

The institutional section, five acres in size, will emphasize environmental
and ecological themes. Scientific and educational exhibits from Parks Boards,
horticultural societies, colleges and Provincial experimental stations of
Quebec and Ontario will make this a great area for observing the latest tech
niques to protect our living space and increase gardening skills.

The private section, also five acres in size, will be devoted to urban land
scaping in demonstration plots ranging from 540 to 5,400 square feet. These
will be built by trade exhibitors and plant growers.

The Quebec section designed and built by the Montreal Botanical Gardens
will be a large garden including a rocky cliff, a pine wood with ericaceous
plants, rhododendrons, a garden of perennials including peonies, a maple
grove and masses of annual flowers. Several thousand species of plants will be
used.

The fifth area will consist of a complete peat bog. Not just any peat bog,
but one from the land of the midnight sun, near James Bay. This bog was set
aside from the path of the world's greatest hydroelectric development and
moved block by block using hundreds of trucks last October. It was replanted
in Canadian spagnum peat moss on He Notre-Dame especially for this
Floralies.
It is quite a tale how the area was blocked out and maps drawn so it could

be assembled in the original form. Many plants and beautiful flowers never
seen in the south will flower this spring and summer. There is certainly a great
deal of excitement as the horticulturalists engaged in the project await this
spring.

The exhibits on the island will form the main features of a permanent
display.

Many of the pavilians built for Expo '67 are being restored. These will be
used for shows, lectures, and commercial show and selling areas. Manufacture
and sales agents from all over the world are expected to bring their newest
products to this show, making it possible for us to buy tools, equipment and
possibly seeds that are different to those normally available in North America.

I know I have mentioned peonies only once. The Montreal Botanical
Gardens have a collection of thirty tree peonies including a few Saunders
hybrids. The major island planting and the spring indoor show may have a
few.

On Thursday, June 12, there is an all-day seminar on peonies and iris. Dr.
Henry Landis, Q.C., Willowdale, Ontario, Canada, will be representative of the
tree peony.
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PEONIES
HERBACEOUS HYBRID TREE
DAYLILIES JAPANESE IRIS

FEATURlNG THE WALTER MARX lNTRODUCTIONS
Send for list:

ALAN AND DOROTHY ROGERS
15425 S.W. Pleasant Hill Road

Sherwood, Oregon 97140 (503) 625-7241

.OFFER EXTENDED -

"Schultz-lnstant"
CONCENTRATED SOLUBLE

20-30-20
withModel5"MlXERATORYARDGUN"

Thepatentednon-ctogging"Mixerator"Yard
Gunmakesapplicationeasyon largeareas.

Availableat your store or send$7.95with this
ad for 5 lbs Schultz Fertilizer plus a $2.95
"Mixerator" Free. (Estate Size 25 lbs with
2 "Mixerators" $30.00). Free delivery,
Extended,limitedoffer. lmmediateshipment.

Schultz Company
Dept.APS 11730Northlme.St.Louis.MO63043

BOTH BOOKS $5.00 Postpaid.

THE PEONlES
John C. Wister

A most outstanding authority on both
herbaceous and tree peonies. Provides
full details on peony history, botany,
culture, hybridizing, plant illnesses and
remedies plus descriptions of today's
most popular varieties and their origi
nations.

HANDBOOK OF THE PEONY
Official Handbook of the American
Peony Society, recently edited and
published. Designed to provide infor
mational basics on all peony subjects.
Simple step by step culture instruc
tions made this work indispensable for
the novice and a great "refresher"
source for the professional.

Joe's Bulletin, America's oldest flower garden magazine.
Resourceful, unequaled ad section. Buy, sell direct save. Sample, 15
cents postage. Write IAMOCO. Box 144, Lamoni. Iowa 50140.

Size of Ad
1-8 page
1-4 page
1-3 page
1-2 page
Full page

Display Advertising Rates Schedule

Insertions
$ 25.00
40.00
50.00
65 00
100.00

Single
Insertion
$ 7.50
12 50
15.00
20.00
30.00



STOP KILLING
YOUR PLANTS

Easy-to-use precision instruments
show status instantly No soil samples,
chemicals or dyes Simply insert probes
into soil Fundamental tools for growing
all plants

$4.95* M9.95* $9.95*
1 Moist-sure meter Prevents over-
watering - #1 killer of plants

2 pH meter - End soil guesswork - Get
acid/alkalinity balance

3 Moisture/light meter - Know your
water & light needs

» Complete instructions & guide for
over 350 plants 1 yr warranty

Order from Dept. APSB
Environmental Concepts
710 N W 57th St
Ft Lauderdale. FL 33309

Check. M O , Mastercharge, Visa
Send for fund raising offer
Special! All three $30 00

Brand
peonies
Minnesota's
oldest nursery

Dependable since 1868
Catalog upon request

Brand
Peony Farm
and Nursery
Box 36, Faribault, MN 55021 j

Will purchase all types of
peonies, regardless of quantity

or age.
Also seeking some
Itoh-Smlrnow hybrids,

Fan-Tan and Oriental Gold.

Write giving details.
LOUIS SMIRNOW & SON

85 Linden Lane
Brookvllle, N.Y. 11545

"Schultz instant^
LIQUID PLANT FOOD10-15-10
Concentrated,HighAnalystsPurpose10-15-10''StartsandFeeds"allPlantslndoorsandOutdoors.

"Schultz-lnstant"
SOLUBLE FERTILIZER30-30-30Concentrated,HighAnalysisAllPurpose20-30-20crystals.GiVegetables.Flowers.Roses.TreesShrubs,Lawns.Etc.,inYards.Gardens,Greenhouses.
AvailabfattoursloreoraentfI?9Sto

SCHULTZCO.-St. Louis.MO63043

Daylilies Iris Peonies Perennials

Busse Garden Center
UHt <zM[innnota iPtxtnniat iPtobft

635 EAST 7th STREET
COKATO MiNNESOTA 55321 (612) 2M-2CS4

Write for Catalog



HERBACEOUS AND TREE PEONY HYBRIDS

DAVID REATH
VULCAN, MICHIGAN 49892

HEMEROCALLlS (Daylily)
Enjoythis wonderfulflower fromspring to autumnfrost. lts longblooming

season will greatlyexpandyour gardenenjoyment.
Constant improvementsin color, size, formand habits insure rapidgrowth

of interest in this fine perennial.
Four quarterly Journals are filled with informative data on varieties,

culture,performanceand progress.Many Round Robins open to participation.

i $12.50

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOClETY
Joan D. Senior, Sec y., Route 2, Box 360,DeOueen,Arkansas 71832

lNTERESTED lN DAFFODlLS?
Join THE AMERlCAN DAFFODlL SOClETY, lNC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic informationon daffodil culture, typesand classification,

recommendedvarieties,showproceduresandplacesto buy bulbs.
TheDaffodil Journal, a quarterlyof theSociety,just full of infor

mationyou shouldhave.
The privilegeof attendinglocal, regionalandnationalmeetings.
And new friends all over the USA, all enthusiasticabout Daf

fodils.
Annual Membership $7.50

Don't delay.Sendyour checktoday to:
William O. Ticknor. ExecutiveDirector

AmericanDaffodil Society.Inc.
Tyner. N.C. 27980

COLOR SLlDE COLLECTION
Color Slide Collection: The American Peony Society maintains

several groups of excellent sets of peony sides for rental. Each set con
tains 80 slides. A complete set can be requested of all tree peonies,
herbaceous hybrids or lactifloras or a combination of these three types.

Slides should be ordered three weeks in advance of date to be
shown. Return slides promptly. Return postage, including insurance
must be paid by the renter. lnsurance $50.00. A charge of $2.00 is
made for every missing slide. Count slides when received and again
before sealing for return. A duplicate of any slide is not accepted,
when returned. Rental fee, $7.50.

Send request and check to: Richard Edblom, 69 17 45th Ave. N.,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55428



SEND FOR FREE FULL COLOR BROCHURE

Klehm's championship and award
winning peonies are fully guaranteed.
Your satisfaction is assured.

ID
PEONIES

CHAS. KLEHM & SON

KLCHffl
SINCE 1852

nur/ery
2 E. ALGONQUlN ROAD 312/437-2880
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 60005

Charter Member American Peony Society

PEONlES lRlSES HERMOCALLlS
Send $1.00 for our 93rd Anniversary Catalog 96 pages in color

(1979) deductible from first catalog order.

PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 20-22nd OF MAY

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.
Dept. APS 380 Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862

TREE PEONIES
America's Tree Peony Headquarters and

The home of the NEW RACES of Peonies the ltoh-Smirnow hybrids.

Also herbaceous, herbaceous hybrids and species
Send for our new catalog with features for all enthusiasts

List of varieties, just received from Mainland China
Tips for the Home Gardener
Aid to the Hybridizer
200 photographs of tree-herbaceous-hybrids
LOUlS SMlRNOW AND SON

85 LINDEN LANE, GLEN HEAD P. O., BROOKVILLE, L. L., N. Y. lI545
"You are more lilely to find it here than anywhere else in the world."

Send $ 1.00 will credit you $2.00 with each order.



I

SPECIAL CHARIER EDITION -

Compiled and edited
by Greta M. Kessenich

A compendium of authoritative articles
gleaned from 75 years of American Peony Society bulletins

Those of you who pursue the study
of the peony with diligence
know that there are very few books

on the market dealing with the peony in
depth. The Best of 75 Years is destined
to be a landmark edition for decades to
come. It touches on subjects dealing
with peony culture, history, exhibitions,
peony ratings, nomenclature and new
propagation techniques written by
botanists, growers and hybridizers since
the founding of the Society in 1904.

Bylines such as Saunders, Auten,
Peyton, Wister, Gayle appear through
out supported by such contemporaries
as Krekler, Wild, Hollingsworth, Lienau,
Karrels and scores of others ... all ex

cerpted intact from the American Peony
Society's rare, near intact set of
bulletins issued since 1904.

Every copy sold will be registered in your
name as a charter subscriber.

Vinyl cover, 8'/2x11, 226 pages, price $15

Order your copy now:
American Peony Society

250 Interlachen Road

Hopkins, MN 55343

LTCT


