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NEW! NEW! NEW!
Just off the Press

FOURTH EDITION

Sfirrmjpcir; ,

PLUS . . .
Companion reference
work edited by J. C. Wister

THE PEONIES
A classic work which has been a peren
nial source book for the novice, amateur
and professional. Every aspect of peony
culture from botanical origins genetics
descriptive notes on most prominent
named varieties, both herbaceous and
tree, is covered. Illustrated, 220 pages.

CLOTH BOUND $5.50

American Peony Society

HANDBOOK
OF THE

PEONY
Treatment of all subjects pertaining to
the correct planting, culture and prop-
ogation of herbaceous and tree peon
ies is included in this excellent revised
edition. Also added are step by step
articles showing you how to unlock the
secrets of cross pollination and seed
ling culture to open a breathtaking new
side interest in the peony.

Paperback, only $3.50

HE PEONIES
John C. Wister, Editor

$7.50A $9.00 Value
BOTH
FOR

' PP
(You may order copies separately at prices quoted)

Send your check or money order to:

THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY^ 250 Interlachen Rd. Hopkins, MN 55343
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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

CHRIS LANING

In preparing for the future, a backward glance can be profitable
and often quite instructive. Our annual Peony Show, which was held at
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio, was a great success. The beauty of
the flowers, the enthusiasm of the beholders, and the cooperation of
the participants made this event something to be remembered. And if
that were not enough, the friendly chatter and small talk, along with
profitable discussions, offered happiness.

Some members were required to do more than their share of the
work that such a project entails, but there should be no regrets since
HAPPINESS IS THE BY-PRODUCT OF SERVICE! And pleasant
memories can, and should, be stored up for such times as will be dif
ficult and loaded with frustrations.

Seed time and harvest are now upon us, affording an opportunity
to invest in the future. Imagination and anticipation are wrapped up
within every peony seed that is sown. Now, if planned crosses were not
made nor goals set, be assured that joy can be forthcoming
nonetheless since a promise is there!

Add beauty to your diet.

The American Peony Society maintains several groups of excellent sets of peony
slides for rental. Each set contains 80 slides. A complete set can be requested of all tree
peonies, herbaceous hybrids, or lactifloras or a combination of these three types.

Return slides promptly. Return postage, including insurance, must be paid by the
renter. Insurance $50.00. Rental fee, $7.50.

Send request and check to Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary, 250 Interlachen Road,
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343.

Chris

COLOR SLIDE COLLECTION
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THE 81ST ANNUAL MEETING
79TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

June 15, 16, and 17, 1984
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio

COURT OF HONOR
Grand Champion Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

Robert F. Schmidt, Brecksville, Ohio
Double lactiflora
White Casa Blanca W. G. Sindt
Blush Madylone Marvin Karrels
Light pink Frances Mains C. F. Spangler
Dark pink The Fawn Joe Glocka
Red Paul M. Wild C. F. Spangler
Bomb Luxor Carl Klehm
Semi-double The Mighty Mo C. F. Spangler
Japanese Dragons Nest C. F. Spangler
Single Dawn Pink W. G. Sindt
Hybrid or species
Double Commando Klehm Nursery
Semi-double Coral Supreme Klehm Nursery
Single Illini Warrier Klehm Nursery
Japanese Chocolate Soldier Klehm Nursery
Lutea tree peony Age of Gold Marvin Karrels
1uropean tree peony Alice Harding John Simkins
panese tree peony Kamada Fuji Chris Laning
oh hybrid Yellow Emperor Marvin Karrels
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DIVISION I. OPEN TO ALL EXHIBITORS
Class 101 Twenty-five varieties, any color or type. One bloom each

in a separate container.
1st won by C. F. Spangler, Ft. Atkinson, Wisconsin.

ORANGE LACE, RED CHARM, CHINESE DRAGON,
SPARKLING STAR, MIGHTY MO, DIANA PARKS, RED
RED ROSE, ELLEN COWLEY, PRINCESS MARGARET,
BU-TE, MOONSTONE, KANSAS, ELSA SASS, MINNIE
SHAYLOR, MOON RIVER, JESSIE GIST, CYTHEREA,
PAULA FAY, HARI-AI-NIN, DANDY DAN, PRAIRIE
MOON, DRAGONS NEST, LUDOVICA, FIREBELLE, MRS.
LIVINGSTON FARRANG.
2nd won by Carl Klehm.

PILLOW TALK, DOLORODELL, ANGEL CHEEKS, LUXOR,
MOONSTONE, PINK LEMONADE, GLORY HALLELUJAH,
RASPBERRY ICE, JAY CEE, CORAL SUPREME, ETCHED
SALMON, LANGLEY, ILLINI WARRIOR, COMMANDO,
SANTA FE, FIRST LADY, BURMA RUBY, BELLE
CENTER, CHARLIES WHITE, PINK HAWAIIAN CORAL,
SAVAGE SPLENDOR, THEMES, BANQUET, GOLDEN
HIND, VESUVIAN.
3rd won by W. G. Sindt.

DOLORODELL, MOON RIVER, EMMA KLEHM, BEST
MAN, VANITY, LALORRAINE, GARDENIA, BONANZA,
WHITE CAP, KAY TISCHLER, DOUGLAS BRAND, ANNIS-
QUAM, DR. L. W. POLLOCK, PRINCESS MARGARET,
PILLOW TALK, DINNER PLATE, MYRA MACRAE, GAIL
TISCHLER, MT. EVEREST, MINUET, DOROTHY J., KAN
SAS, DIANA PARKS, PRAIRIE MOON, JAMES PILLOW.

Class 102 Fifteen varieties, herbaceous only, any type or color.
1st won by Carl Klehm, Charles Klehm and Son Nursery.

HERMOINE, FIRST LADY, ELSA SASS, GLORY
HALLELUJAH, ANGEL CHEEKS, DINNER PLATE,
HONEY GOLD, ETCHED SALMON, MISS AMERICA,
VIVID ROSE, CRUSADER, LANGLEY, CHARLIES WHITE,
CORAL SUPREME, CHOCOLATE SOLDIER.
2nd won by Robert F. Schmidt.

DAWN PINK, FEATHER TOP, WESTERNER, KAREN
GRAY, COURAGE, FAYETTE, IMPERIAL DIVINITY,
PINK DERBY, MINNIE SHAYLOR, MRS. FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT, RED RED ROSE, PINK LEMONADE,
ORANGE LACE, ELSA CAMELIA, RASHOOMON.
3rd won by J. R. Glocka, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
KANSAS, MINNIE SHAYLOR, MONS JULES ELIE,- 5 -



PRINCESS MARGARET, HARI-AI-NIN, WHITE GOLD,
MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, THE FAWN,
HIGHLIGHT, NANCY NICHOLLS, MISS AMERICA,
LOREN FRANKLIN, BREAK O DAY, KRINKLED WHITE,
SNOW MOUNTAIN.

Class 103 Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrids only, any type or color.
1st won by C. F. Spangler.

LOIS ARLEEN, RED RED ROSE, DIANA PARKS, DANDY
DAN, HERITAGE, PRAIRIE MOON, CYTHEREA, JEAN
BOCKSTOCE, FIREBELLE, PAULA FAY.
2nd won by Carl Klehm, Charles Klehm and Son Nursery.

CORAL SUPREME, BURMA RUBY, PAULA FAY,
BUCKEYE BELLE, AUTENS 1816, RED CHARM,
LANGLEY, CORAL SUNSET, CARDINAL'S ROBE,
ETCHED SALMON.

3rd won by Marvin C. Karrels, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
CHIEF PONTIAC, ROBERT W. AUTEN, DIANA PARKS,
WALTER MAINS, RED CHARM, CORAL SUPREME, PINK
HAWAIIAN, CORAL, CORAL & GOLD, HERITAGE,
CYTHEREA.
H. M. won by J. R. Glocka.

NEVADA, ILLINI BELLE, CLAIRE DE LUNE, CAROL,
WALTER MAINS, PAULA FAY, CHIEF LOGAN, RED
CHARM, FRIENDSHIP, GOLDEN GLOW.

Class 104 Ten varieties of tree peonies only, any type or color.
1st won by Charles Klehm and Son Nursery.

GOLDEN HIND, THEMES, MARCHIONESS, VESUVIAN,
AGE OF GOLD, BLACK PIRATE, MARIE CONNOR,
SAVAGE SPLENDOR, ALHAMBRA, SPRING CARNIVAL.
2nd won by John Simkins, Oakville, Ontario, Canada.

VESUVIAN, AGE OF GOLD, 850, YACHIYO TSUBAKI,
WHITE PEACOCK, ITOH #2, BANQUET, DAPHNE 236,
ANGELETTE, SOUVENIR DE MAXIME CORNU.

Class 105 Five varieties Japanese type, lactiflora only.
1st won by W. G. Sindt.

HEIDE, GAY PAREE, TERRY GRUDEN, VANITY, KAY
TISCHLER.
2nd won by C. F. Spangler.

ORANGE LACE, GAY PAREE, CHARM, BU-TE, DO TELL.
3rd won by J. R. Glocka.

HARI-AI-NIN, RED SPLENDOR, WESTERNER, SOSHI,
TORO NO MAKI.



Class 106 Five varieties single type, lactiflora only.
2nd won by W. G. Sindt.

DAWN PINK, PICO, RIVIDA, SEASHELL, FLORENCE
BRUSS.

THREE BLOOMS, ONE VARIETY LACTIFLORA ONLY, IN ONE
CONTAINER
Class 110 1. W. G. Sindt Mt. Everest
Double white 2. Chris Laning Bowl of Cream

3. Carl Klehm Elsa Sass
Class 111 W. G. Sindt Annisquam
Double blush 2. Carl Klehm Moonstone

3. -
Class 112 1. W. G. Sindt James Pillow
Double light 2. Carl Klehm Angel Cheeks
pink 3. Robert Schmidt Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Class 113 1. -
Double dark 2. W. G. Sindt Princess Margaret
pink 3. Marvin Karrels Princess Margaret
Class 114 1. W. G. Sindt Kansas
Double red 2. Carl Klehm Jaycee

3. C. F. Spangler
Class 115 1. Carl Klehm Minnie Shaylor

2. Carl Klehm Miss America
Semi-double 3. Joe Glocka Miss America
white or blush
Class 116 117

Class 118 1. C. F. Spangler Top Brass
Bomb any color 2. Joe Glocka Berle Crocket

3. Carl Klehm Raspberry Ice
Class 119 1. -
Japanese white 2. Robert Schmidt Dream Mist
or blush 3. -
Class 120 1. W. G. Sindt Kay Tischler
Japanese Pink 2. C. F. Spangler Abbe

3. Carl Klehm Santa Fe
Class 121 1. W. G. Sindt Terry Grudem
Japanese red 2. Joe Glocka White Cap

3. Robert Schmidt Hari-ai-Nin
Class 122 1. -
Single white 2. Carl Klehm Krinkled White
or blush 3. --

Class 123 1. C. F. Spangler Pink Dawn
Single pink 2. C. F. Spangler Sparkling Star

3. -
Class 124 1. W. G. Sindt Florence Bruss
Single red 2-3- 7



ONE BLOOM
Class 130

Cla^ 131

Class 132

Class 133

Class 134

Class 135

Class 137

Class 138

Class 139

Class 140

Class 141

Class 142

Class 143

Class 144

LACTIFLORA ONLY, IN ONE CONTAINER
1. Robert Schmidt Victory
Robert Schmidt Sylver
Roy Klehm Cheddar Cheese
W. G. Sindt - Dorothy J.
Roy Klehm Moonstone
Roy Klehm Moonstone
M. Marvin Karrels Madylone
Robert Schmidt Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
W. G. Sindt Myra MacRae
Robert Schmidt Therese
M. Robert Schmidt Myra MacRae
M. Roy Klehm Moon River
Roy Klehm Pink Parfait
Robert Schmidt June Rose
Robert Schmidt Glory Hallelujah
Robert Schmidt Valencia
Marvin Karrels Douglas Brand
Robert Schmidt Kansas
Carl Klehm Miss America
Marvin Karrels Liebschen

2.
3.

1.

2.
3.
H.
1.

2.
3.
H.
H.
1.

2.
3.

1.

2.
3.

1.

2.
3.
1.
2.
3.
1.
2.
3. --

1. Robert Schmidt Pink Derby
2-3-

C. F. Spangler The Mighty Mo
Robert Schmidt Red Goddess

Carl Klehm Top Brass

1.

2.
3.

1.

2.
3.
H
1.
2.
3.

1.

Robert Schmidt
Robert Schmidt
Robert Schmidt
Robert Schmidt
Robert Schmidt
Robert Schmidt

Orange Lace
Moon of Nippon
Golly
Kate Barry
Golly
Feather Top

M. Robert Schmidt Break O'Day
Robert Schmidt Rashoomon
Robert Schmidt Midnight Sun

Carl Klehm - Krinkled White
2-3-

- 8 -



Class 145 1. Robert Schmidt Sea Shell
2. Robert Schmidt Sea Shell
3. Robert Schmidt Dawn Pink

Class 146
THREE BLOOMS, ONE VARIETY HERBACEOUS HYBRIDS OR
SPECIES IN ONE CONTAINER
Class 150 -
Class 151 1. Marvin Karrels Pink Hawaiian Coral

2. Klehm Nursery Coral Supreme
3. -

Class 152 1. C. F. Spangler Cytherea
2. Robert F. Schmidt Cytherea
3. Marvin Karrels Cytherea

Class 153 1. C. F. Spangler - Red Charm
2. Joe Glocka Carol
3. Carl Klehm Carol

Class 154 - 155 - 156 -
Class 157 1. Carl Klehm Pink Hawaiian Coral

2-3-

Class 158 1. W. G. Sindt - Coralie
2. Carl Klehm Paula Fay
3. Joe Glocka Lovely Rose

Class 159 1. Carl Klehm - Illini Warrior
2-3-

Class 159A -
ONE BLOOM HERBACEOUS HYBRID OR SPECIES
Class 160 1. Carl Klehm Prairie Moon

2. Robert F. Schmidt Prairie Moon
3. -

Class 161 1-2-3-

Class 162 1. Robert F. Schmidt Coral Supreme
2. Roger Anderson, Jr. Etched Salmon
3. Klehm Nursery Coral Sunset

Class 163 1. Chris Laning Mary Jo Legare
2. C. F. Spangler Laura Magnuson
3. Chris Laning Langley

Class 164 1. Robert F. Schmidt Fayette
2. Robert F. Schmidt - Old Faithful
3. C. F. Spangler Red Charm
H. M. Robert F. Schmidt Belle Center

Class 165 1. Robert F. Schmidt Walter Mains
2. Carl Klehm Chocolate Soldier
3. -

Class 166
- 9 -



Class 167 1-2-
3. Carl Klehm Star Dust

Class 168 -
Class 169 -
Class 169A 1. Robert F. Schmidt - Mini Warrior

2. Robert F. Schmidt - Patriot
3. Robert F. Schmidt Montezuma

Class 169B 1. Marvin Karrels Yellow Emperor
THREE BLOOMS, ONE VARIETY, TREE PEONIES ONLY, IN ONE
CONTAINER
Class 176A 1. John Simkins Angelet
Class 176B 1. John Simkins Daffodil
Class 176C 1. Klehm Nursery - Golden Hind

2. John Simkins Alice Harding
Class 177B 1. Klehm Nursery Savage Splendor
Class 179B 1. Klehm Nursery - Black Pirate
Class 180A 1. Klehm Nursery - Black Pirate

2. Klehm Nursery Black Pirate
ONE BLOOM TREE PEONY ONLY
Class 190A 1. John Simkins Angelet

2. John Simkins Golden Vanity
3. -

Class 191B 1. Robert Schmidt Harvest
Class 191C 1. Klehm Nursery - Golden Hind
Class 192A 1. John Simkins Marchioness

2. Redon
Class 192B 1. Klehm Nursery Savage Splendor

2. John Simkins Daphins 256
Class 193B 1. Klehm Nursery Themes
Class 196C 1. Robert Schmidt Souvenir de Maxime Cornu

DIVISION II. AMATEUR
Open to all exhibitors who raise peonies chiefly for pleasure, sell plants
or cut flowers only casually and do not grow more than 200 plants.
Ten varieties any type or color, one bloom in separate container.
Class 201 1. Bill Uhde Pink Lemonade, Burma Ruby,

Festiva Maxima, Salmon Glow, Friendship,
Princess Margaret, Miss America, Raspberry Sun
dae, Chocolate Soldier, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

THREE BLOOMS, ONE VARIETY LACTIFLORA ONLY, UNLESS
OTHERWISE STATED, IN ONE CONTAINER
Class 205 1. Bill Uhde - Norma Volz

2. BUI Uhde - Sylver- 10 -



Class 206
Class 208
Class 210

ONE BLOOM
CONTAINER
Class 220

Class 222

Class 223
Class 225
Class 227

Class 229

3. Bill Uhde Kelways Glorious
H. M. Bill Uhde Festiva Maxima
1. Bill Uhde - Dinner Plate
1. Bill Uhde Miss America
1. Bill Uhde - White Cap
2. Bill Uhde - Cora Stubbs
3. Bill Uhde Gay Paree

LACTIFLORA UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, IN ONE

Festiva Maxima
Nick Shaylor

1. Bill Uhde
2. BUI Uhde
3.
1. BUI Uhde
2. BUI Uhde
3. BUI Uhde
1. BUI Uhde
1. BUI Uhde
1. BUI Uhde
2. BUI Uhde
3. BUI Uhde
1. BUI Uhde
2. BUI Uhde
3. Bill Uhde

Dinner Plate
Pillow Talk
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Princess Margaret
Miss America
Cora Stubbs
Gay Paree
Do Tell
Red Charm
Chocolate Soldier
Flame

DIVISION IV. SEEDLINGS AND NEW VARIETIES
Class 401 Seedling Itoh Hybrid #205 Certificate of

Merit Don Hollingsworth
Seedling 121L Certificate of Merit Roy Klehm
Seedling Bicolor Honorable Mention Chris Lan-
ing
Seedling #685 Honorable Mention Don Holl
ingsworth
Seedling Tree Peony apricot Honorable Mention
Chris Laning

Seedling Tree Peony lavender Chris Laning

DIVISION V. SPECIAL ENTRIES
Visitors from the greatest distance
1. Edward Michau from Derby, Kansas Dragons
Nest, Mons Jules Elie, Mandarins Coat, Friend
ship, Red Charm
Multiple Bloom
1. Carl Klehm - Paul M. Wild
2. Carl Klehm Dolorodell

Class 502

Class 503



Class 505 NORTH DAKOTA MEMORIAL AWARD
1. Klehm Nursery Santa Fe, Glory Hallelujah,
Miss America, Postillion
2. W. G. Sindt Summer Charm, Liebschen,
Dawn Pink, White Cap

DIVISION VII. ARTISTIC CLASSES
Section A. HOME IS WHERE THE PEONIES GROW

1. New England
Heritage

2. Southern
Charm

3. Ocean Shores

Blue Betty McKinney, Shelby, Ohio
Yellow Linda Applegate, Perrysville, Ohio
Red Linda Applegate, Perrysville, Ohio

4. Southwest In
fluence

Blue Linda Applegate, Perrysville, Ohio
Red Betty McKinney, Shelby, Ohio
Yellow Marcia Barcraft, Mansfield, Ohio
Blue Betty McKinney, Shelby, Ohio
Red Gay Uhde, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Yellow Alice Teigen, Mansfield, Ohio

5. Fast Moving West
6. Northwest Blue Gay Uhde, Sandy Hook, Connecticut
Wilderness Red Alice Teigen, Mansfield, Ohio

Yellow Marcia Barcraft, Mansfield, Ohio
7. Mountain Splendor
8. America's

Heartland
Blue
Red Linda Applegate, Perrysville, Ohio
Yellow

Best in Show Grand Champion New England Design, Betty
McKinney

Reserve Northwest Wilderness Design, Gay Uhde, Con-
nGcticut

GRAND CHAMPION PEONIES
AT THE NATIONAL SHOWS

In 1963, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt was Grand Champion of the show
and now in 1984, this flower appears again as Grand Champion.
Listing the Grand Champions from 1963 to this date are:
1963 Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
1964 Hansina Brand
1965 Red Charm
1966 Annisquam
1967 Doris Cooper
1968 Carol
1969 Nick Shaylor
1970 Princess Margaret
1971 Douglas Brand
1972 Spellbinder
1973 Dinner Plate

1974 Princess Margaret
1975 Robert W. Auten
1976 Carol
1977 James Pillow
1978 Princess Margaret
1979 Tree Peony Yachiyo Tsubaki
1980 Miss America
1981 Douglas Brand
1982 Tree Peony Haku-Raku-Ten
1983 Cytherea
1984 Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

12 -



MINNESOTA PEONY SOCIETY EXHIBITION

GRAND CHAMPION-Douglas Brand Kent Crossley M.D.
Double White Zella Dale Greta Kessenich
Double blush Annisquam Greta Kessenich
Double light pink Pillow Talk Greta Kessenich
Double dark pink First Lady Charles Klehm and Son Nursery
Double red Douglas Brand and GRAND CHAMPION Kent

Semi-double hybrid Coral Sunset Greta Kessenich
Single hybrid Paula Fay Charles Klehm and Son Nursery
Single lactiflora Rivida W. G. Sindt
Japanese any color White Cap W. G. Sindt
Lutea tree peony Leda Charles Klehm and Son Nursery
Japanese tree peony Haku Banryu Charles Klehm and Son Nursery
European Crisis Charles Klehm and Son Nursery

Everyone who grows and enjoys the peony appreciates what a
magnificent show flower it is. Not all who exhibit speciman peonies,
however, recognize what an asset the artistic section can be. Ar
rangements are the result of this beautiful flower used with additional
materials to make lovely and imaginative designs.

The question could be how one cuts peonies for arrangements. Are
they treated in a different manner from specimens? What types or
sizes are preferred? Arrangers with experience proceed in different
ways as do growers who exhibit prize peonies. Following are some
recommended practices.

Peonies to be selected for arranging could be singles, Japanese,
small doubles, or hybrids. Flowers with colors that coordinate with
containers and other plant materials are desirable. Very important is
size, so peonies should be cut at different stages, from tight buds, to
buds beginning to open, to freshly opened flowers. Peonies of one
variety for an arrangement can be put into a paper bag for storage,
stripping the leaves from the stems. Then the bag with its contents
may be placed in water and refrigerated in a frost-free refrigerator.

Depending on the variety and the conditions of storage, peonies
treated in this manner will hold from two weeks to a month, and occa
sionally longer. It's truly exciting to have an arrangement of peonies
in July or August!

Har-Mar, Roseville, Minnesota, June 9-10

Court of Honor flowers and exhibitors

Crossley M.D.

- 13 -



PEONY FROM CRETE
Paeonia clusii
A botanically accurate watercolor
rendered by Niki Goulandris.
Lithographs of Mrs. Goulandris 's
paintings, executed by Takis Kat-
soulidis, are central to the exhibi
tion, "Peonies of Greece: Myth,
Science and art, " at the American
Museum of Natural History's
Naturemax Gallery through Aug.
12.

PEONY FROM SAMOS II
Paeonia mascula subsp. mascula
A botanically accurate watercolor
rendered by Niki Goulandris.
Lithographs of Mrs. Goulandris 's
paintings, executed by Takis Kat-
soulidis, are central to the exhibi
tion, "Peonies of Greece: Myth,
Science and Art, " at the American
Museum of Natural History's
Naturemax Gallery through Aug.
12.

14



Lithographs of Botanical Paintings of Niki A.
Goulandris to be exhibited at The American

Museum of History
Reprinted by permission from the Art Weekly Review, Proini Publishing Co.,

Friday, April 20, 1984.
Classical legend, botanical discovery and artistic expression

celebrate the beauty of the peony in the special exhibition, "Peonies of
Greece: Myth, Science and Art," which opens at the American
Museum of Natural History, on Friday, May 11.

The exhibition, which runs through Aug. 12, features lithographs
of 12 species, some recently discovered, that grow in Greece. The
lithographs are executed by Takis Katsoulidis from the botanical
paintings of Niki A. Goulandris, co-founder of the Goulandris Natural
History Museum in Kifissia, near Athens.

Emphasizing the peonies of Greece, the exhibition tells the
broader story of the peony and its botanical illustration in the West. In
addition, the exhibition features the history and tradition of the tree
peony as an artistic motif in the Orient.

It also highlights the work of Nassos Daphnis, artist and hor
ticulturist, in crossbreeding peonies to form new hybrids of tree
peonies in the U.S.

The opening of "Peonies of Greece" will be heralded by a reception
at the American Museum of Natural History, May 10. Members of the
organizing committee are: John Brademas, president, New York
University; Mrs. Enid A. Haupt; James M. Hester, president, New
York Botanical Garden; Mrs. Pauline Parry Karpidas; Mrs. Paul
Mellon; Thomas D. Nicholson, director, American Museum of Natural
History; Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis; and His Excellency George D.
Papoulias, Greek Ambassador to the U.S.

Through manuscripts, woodcuts and engravings related to the
peony, "Peonies of Greece" focuses on the history of botanical illustra
tion in the West. From the writings of the first-century Greek physi
cian, Dioscorides, whose account of peonies has survived through the
sixth-century Codex Vindobonenis, to the earliest known illustration
of the herbaceous peony in the Codex Patavinus, in 1350, the exhibi
tion traces such illustration to the present-day Goulandris/Katsoulidis
lithographs.

The cultivation of the tree peony in the U.S. in recent years also is
highlighted through photographs of the botanical work done by
Daphnis. Prior to his work, some comparable hybrids were unable to
reproduce; his genetic crossings gave them fertility.

In 1973, Daphnis and his partner, William Gratwick, were
awarded the American Peony Society's A.P. Saunders Memorial
Award for their achievements in "first carrying tree peonies to ad
vanced generations."

The histories of the two types of peonies are diverse. The tree- 15 -



peony of China was known as "The King of Flowers;" the more com
mon herbaceous peony, as "The King's Ministers." In paintings,
poetry and medicinal texts, references to cultivated forms of the tree
peony reach back into Chinese history for more than 1,400 years.

In the 8th Century, Buddhist monks brought the tree peony to
Japan. Under the skillful hands of Japanese gardeners, new and
distinctive varieties of flowers were evolved. Not until 1785, was the
tree peony known in the Western world.

In contrast, the herbaceous peony attracted attention in the West
more than 3,000 years ago. It was named after the Homeric demigod,
Paeon, who is supposed to have healed the wounds sustained by Pluto
in the Trojan War. In historic times, the herbaceous peony was used
medicinally by Hippocrates and was scientifically described by
Theophrastus, the "Father of Botany."

Niki Goulandris, whose paintings are central to the exhibition, has
long been active in Greek public affairs. In 1965, her career in the
natural sciences began. After studying botany, botanical art and en
vironmental protection, she published, in 1963, "Wild Flowers of
Greece," which contains 132 botanical illustrations she has done.

A fellow of the Linnaean Society in London, Mrs. Goulandris has
received the Academy of Athens' Prize for Natural Science and the
Garden Club of America's Eloise Payne Luquer Medal. She and her
husband, Angelos Goulandris, founded the natural history museum
that bears their name the only natural history museum in Greece,
and one of the finest in Europe.

Takis Katsoulidis, the lithographer of Mrs. Goulandris' paintings,
is a professor at the Graphic Art School in Athens. He studied engrav
ing at the School of Fine Arts of the University of Athens, and wood
engraving and lithographing at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris.

FLOWERS 'MUSIC TO THE EYES' OF THIS
COBLESKILL 'PEONIST'

Permission given to reprint by Alan Ginsburg, reporter,
and Schenectady Gazette June 25, 1984, New York.

To the ancient Greeks they were medicine and magic, to
naturalists and botanical painters they're a royal plant, but to Leslie
Wiley who's spent the last 26 years growing peonies, these large,
fragrant, colorful perennials are a symbol of beauty and "a joy to
behold."

Boasting nearly 100 varieties of herbaceous peonies in his garden
behind his home on Quarry Street, the 67-year-old amateur hor
ticulturist has been planting, cultivating, fertilizing, and dividing
peony roots since 1958 when he bought his first plant for $1.50.

And, ever since, it's become a labor of love, according to his wife,
Ruth. "I've often said the flowers get more petting in June than I do,"- 16 -



she says, adding, "Sometimes I've heard him out in the garden talking
to them."

Wiley's love affair with the peony began in high school during a
graduation ceremony in Chazy. "The stage at commencement was
always banked with peonies, all different colors and varieties, cut from
acres of flowers grown nearby and bought by an industrialist tycoon to
decorate the auditorium," he recalls.

Enchanted by the larger than life flower they grow on stems
nearly a yard high, with either pink, white, red, or yellow petals, and
emit a sweet fragrance Wiley, as a teenager, would spend a morning
loading up a pail full of peonies left behind after the nursery cut acres
for shipment to florists throughout the state. "Those that were missed
we'd be allowed to cut," he says.

The origins of the peony have been traced to the Far East, and to
ancient Greece, where it grew wild on the hillsides and was believed to
have magical healing properties. Its name is associated with Paeon,
ancient Greek god of healing, and was mentioned by Hippocrates,
called the "father of medicine," as one of many medicinal plants.

Endowed by the ancient world with myths and magical powers,
the peony was valued as a charm against evil spirits. But to pluck it
was to woo danger, for according to legend, the woodpecker watched
over the peony in daylight and would peck out the eyes of anyone who
dared snatch it from its stem. Only when the woodpecker was fast
asleep at night, dared a Greek cut the valued flower.

Harvesting the peony offered no less danger to the Romans, who
believed the plant gave off a groan when taken from the ground, which
meant death to anyone who heard it. So, according to legend, the
Romans tied a dog to the plant, got out of earshot, and enticed the dog
with meat, easily removing the plant, stem, flower and all, without
fearing harm.

Peonies, planted in the early fall, take three to five years to reach
mature size, Wiley says, and bloom from mid-May to mid-July.
They're able to survive cold climates, which make them an ideal
garden variety cut-flower to cultivate in the northeast.

Though they're a hardy plant, care must be taken to rid the
peonies of Thrips, a small insect that destroys the bloom, he says, add
ing that insecticide sprays are available that work well without harm
ing the flower. Peony growers must also watch for symptoms of
Botrytis blight, a fungus disease that causes blotches of discoloration
on leaves, stems, flowers, creating a mold. Sprays are available to treat
the disease, says Wiley, who's read numerous books and articles on
cultivating peonies and has consulted with experts in plant science at
Cornell University, often sending specimens to determine what may
have caused a problem with a species.

Some people believe that ants, attracted to the flower, help to
bring it to full bloom. Not so, says Wiley, dispelling another myth
about the peony. _ 17 _



There are almost as many varieties of peonies as there are fanciers
of the herbaceous plant since growers often experiment in their
gardens, creating new hybrids, that bear their names or were named
by them.

Though he's yet to win that honor, Wiley, a member of The
American Peony Society and whose articles on peonies have appeared
in its quarterly bulletin, says he has started growing some varieties
from seed pods, especially those that "seem to have something special
in color." But, what does bloom in his garden are those most popular
varieties such as Therese, a 19th-century French variety; Princess
Margaret, a 1965 creation; Festiva Maxima, 1851, most rugged peony,
white with crimson markings; Dinner Plate, Mrs. F.D.R., Rene
Hortense and Coral Charm popular hybrid which blooms in deep coral
pink.

Dolorodell is his favorite, he says, because "it has just about
everything: dark green foliage, a pink flower that opens from seven to
nine inches across, strong stem, and a pleasant odor."

Peonies have been named after such historical personages as Alex
ander Woolcott, Lowell Thomas, Sarah Bernhardt, Queen Victoria,
Gauguin, Cleopatra, and Longfellow. Other interestingly named
varieties include Cheddar Cheese, Bowl of Cream, Prairie Moon, Big
Ben, and White Innocence.

Wiley, who says he's added about a dozen or more varieties to his
garden each year, is now seeking the more exotic species. But, the
prices for those unique plants, prized by peony fanciers, have gone up
over the years, he says, some as much as $25 a division.

1984 SEASON
Leslie J. Wiley, Cobleskill, N.Y.

1984 was a good year for peonies here. SOLANGE would have
been tough to beat; the same for FLORENCE NICHOLLS. PAUL
WILD was my best red. DOLORODELL is the best medium pink that
I grow. I'll take PRINCESS MARGARET for a dark pink, although
this year LOREN FRANKLIN and PAUL BUNYON were both com
petitors.

Good whites were abundant. MOTHER'S CHOICE and ELSA
SASS rated top spots but BOWL OF CREAM, ANN COUSINS and
MRS. J.V. EDLUND are also great flowers. In my garden, their stems
are not strong enough to hold their heavy bloom needs and that's
before it rains.

The CORAL CHARM, PRAIRIE MOON, BURMA RUBY and
PAULA FAY are in a class of their own and I expect RED CHARM,
CYTHEREA and LUDOVICA to be challengers by next year.
GOLDEN GLOW is a dud for me so far. CONVOY is good but not up
to RED CHARM. WALTER MAINS is spectacular when it opens,
but I'll reserve judgment on it for another year.- 18 -



TIPS FOR BEGINNERS (AND OTHERS)
Anthony De Blasi, Rt. 1, Box 99, West Newfield, Maine 04095
A beginner, for the purpose of this article, is one who has never

grown a peony, and whose lack of knowledge is more than adequately
compensated by enthusiasm. For most of us, the start along the peony
path begins when our eyes catch the first sight of this astonishing
flower, either cut or on the bush. When I first saw a clump of EDULIS
SUPERBA in bloom I was 8 or 9 1 waited till no one was looking,
then yanked one of the stems off and hid it under my shirt. Quickly I
learned that with no root attached the stem would rot, not grow.

Experience is the best teacher, but the basics of growing plants in
general, and peonies in particular, are easier to learn in gardening
books and publications like the APS Handbook of the Peony. Reading
is a prerequisite to doing, if you wish to move along the peony path
with a minimum of error.

Getting your act together starts with the growing space you have
that is suitable for peonies (open, sunny, well drained), bearing in mind
that herbaceous peonies need five feet between them and tree peonies
at least six. If space is no problem, don't bite off more of it than you
can chew by filling it with peonies all at once. Think big, but start
small. It is better to increase your plantings with a yearly swell of con
fidence as you gain experience than to place all the peony roots you
plan to grow into one untested "basket."

Perhaps the hardest thing with peonies is choosing which ones to
grow. Even with money no object making it possible to have one of
this and one of that ad infinitum a selection of peonies that suit you
makes growing them more fun. Some key questions can help to trim
the chaos of selection a bit. Will you concentrate on tree peonies?
Specialize in species? Grow peonies primarily for cut flowers to ar
range, share, or compete in flower shows? Are you a hybridist at heart?
Is landscaping with plants and painting garden pictures more your
style? Get all your questions down, the more the better. Some will
answer themselves, others will set you thinking or researching; a few
may need the help of an experienced gardening friend.

Your likes and dislikes, such as color, fragrance, petal formation,
doubleness, all act to further limit the possibilities. To really zero-in,
consider whether a variety is a high performer; whether it blooms free
ly, year after year, regardless of variations in weather; whether the
beauty of a variety justifies the need to prop weak stems up against
wind and rain. Rose chafers, tawny beetles with long legs, may help
you decide what colors to pick since they love to chew on white and
pink petals. If you live where rose chafers abound, plant lots of reds,
purples, maroons. Tree peonies bloom early enough to escape damage
from rose chafers.

When an experienced grower raves about a certain peony, using- 19 -



such words as "must," take this endorsement into account. But try to
see before you buy. A list of someone else's favorites may not be yours.
Not everyone, for example, agrees that RED CHARM is the best
peony. For me the color is too purplish and the flower too much like
plastic to get a prominent place on my list. And while it was not a
serious "mistake," I would not have chosen ELSA SASS if I had seen
it before buying it. Not because it isn't attractive and dependable, but
because it looks fragrant and absolutely is not. So, since you'll be in
vesting time, money, and muscle in plants that you will be living with
for some years to come, make every choice count, if you possibly can.

Armed with information, guided by a plan of what varieties go
where, and fired by that special ardor that only a gardener can know,
plant your pets, following the instructions provided by the suppliers.
They all pretty much agree that the best time to plant is in the fall,
that the hole should be adequately large, that poor soil should be
replaced with good soil or improved with compost or peat moss, that
no fertilizer should come in contact with the roots, that the crown of
herbaceous peony roots should not be set lower than two inches; tree
peonies four-to-six inches. A point of disagreement is whether to pack
the soil down. I tend to agree with the Japanese who favor "soft soil."
Eventually, loose soil settles and packs of its own accord. But before
that happens, there is an advantage to young roots of easy penetra
tion, extra oxygen, and faster drainage that results in a surer and
quicker start in the process of becoming established.

It takes several years for a newly planted peony to pull its last
stop and behave according to its true nature. Be patient in these first
shy years. Feed once a year in late spring with low-nitrogen food, like
bonemeal. Water deeply in dry spells. Weed them, but don't poke
about the plants in the spring, while shoots are emerging from the
roots. A common mistake is to let the lawn grass crowd a peony. There
should be nothing growing around the base of a peony; regular, light
hoeing keeps the soil open and free of weeds.

After peonies are established, the continuance of weeding, feeding,
and watering in drought insures a long and productive career for your
peonies.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF SHARING RARE PLANTS

Dr. Peter Hughes, Australia
When my wife and I moved to our present home, we planted a

plant of the flowering cherry Tai Haku. The following appears in Coll-
ingwood Ingram's book entitled Ornamental Cherries, page 207 (copy
enclosed herewith). As you can see from this little story, this magnifi
cent plant came perilously close to extinction, but now graces many
gardens around the world and gives endless pleasure.

During a recent visit to David Reath and his family, he told me- 20 -



about the Daphnis hybrid D420. 1 am fortunate enough to possess this
variety which is a magnificent red tree peony. David told me that the
plant was originally raised by Mr. Daphnis and David obtained scions
of many Daphnis varieties from Gary Seaman among them being
D240. This variety was named Hephestos by Nas Daphnis and its
registration is recorded in the December Bulletin 1977, Volume 224.
The plants first bloomed in 1968. Its parentage is Thunderbolt x
F2(A). It is described as "a deep red, the purest of all reds double,
petals ruffled and pointed. One feels the warmth and fire within each
flower, good stem strength, has pollen seeds and fragrance relied on."

When subsequently exhibited the peony won an award from the
American Peony Society. I understand that the original plant was lost
and the sole surviving material was that derived from the scions
received by David Reath. He has, in turn, propagated the peony and
has supplied stock to Roy Klehm, the Gratwick Collection, and I have
been fortunate enough to obtain a variety. It is a truly magnificent
plant and all members should aspire to obtain this when it comes into
commerce. I make the point that the survival of this magnificent plant
has been quite tenuous and it depends purely upon David obtaining
scions to perpetuate the variety as the original plant was lost. This
should serve as a good example for people who have plants of
outstanding merit to disseminate material so that in the event of
catastrophe and they lose their stock, someone else will have the plant
available. David also told me that he has extremely good hybrid A225.
When the plant first flowered, he took a scion and propagated it and
then in the severe winter of that year lost the original plant. Once more
the survival of this particular variety has been quite precarious and it
will be many years before it is available.

It is often stated that countless excellent Japanese varieties have
been lost over the years, before the current methods of propagation
were introduced in Japan. It is the obligation of every member who
raises a variety of outstanding merit to make sure it is not lost to
posterity.
(Book Ornamental Cherries, By C. Ingram; published by London
Country Life Ltd., 1948.)

ORNAMENTAL CHERRIES
TAI HAKU

Prunus serrulata tai-haku Ingram (Gard. Chron., 1927).
In my opinion, this is by far the most beautiful of all the white

Cherries indeed, for quality and size of flowers it stands supreme.
But undoubtedly the chief charm of Tai Haku lies in the striking con
trast between its huge snow-white blossoms and the rich copper-red
colour of its young foliage. Among the larger-flowered, single white
varieties this combination is unique, for all the others for example,
Shirotae have their immature leaves of a greenish or bronzy-green
hue, thereby indicating affinity with the Oshima Cherry prunus- 21 -



speciosa. In general appearance Tai Haku might be described as a
giant form of the lovely Hill Cherry Prunus serrulata var. spontanea.
Probably this is actually the case, for Dr. Janaki informs me that the
plant is a tetraploid with thirty-two chromosomes, whereas the wild
species is, of course, a diploid with only sixteen chromosomes. Not on
ly are its blooms of immense size on a young plant they may measure
up to 6 cm. across but the leaves are also very large, being sometimes
nearly 7 Vt inches long and as much as 4 inches in breadth.

Although previously published, the story of the discovery of this
remarkable Cherry is perhaps worth repeating.

In the spring of 1923 I was invited to visit an old Sussex garden.
At that time it was owned by a Mrs. Freeman, an elderly lady who, in
her more active youth, had been a keen collector of plants indeed to
her must go the credit of having been the first to import several of the
rarer and more beautiful Sato Zakura from the Orient. It appears that
during a trip to Provence in 1899, Mrs. Freeman happened to meet a
Frenchman in Aries who spoke in such glowing terms of the wonderful
Cherries he had seen in Japan that she promptly asked him if it would
be possible for her to obtain specimens of them. The Frenchman was
not very confident that this could be done, but suggested writing to a
Japanese friend of his whose name and address he gave her. This Mrs.
Freeman did, leaving the selection of the varieties to her unknown cor
respondent. In due course actually early in the spring of 1900 a
small collection reached her safely and among them were several sorts
previously unknown in England. One of these I had never seen before,
either here or in Japan.

This particular tree had been planted in a shrubbery where it was
being slowly but surely strangled to death by its more robust
neighbors. Although it was already in a moribund condition, one or
two boughs were still alive, and these carried a few snow-white
blossoms of exceptional size. Recognizing at once the rarity and
remarkable beauty of this variety, I begged permission to take a few
twigs of bud-wood later on. This permission was very willingly
granted, and from that tiny nucleus tens of thousands of trees have
since been propagated. Tai Haku has now encircled the world. Today it
is growing in France, America, South Africa, New Zealand and
Australia, while I have also succeeded in restoring this superb variety
to its native land. Thus it came about, from a chance meeting in a
small provencal town, the loveliest of all Japanese Sato Zakura was
miraculously saved from extinction.

Two years later I happened to be in Japan. During the course of
my travels in search of new Cherries, I was introduced by my host,
Prince Taka Tsukasa, to a man who was then the greatest living expert
on these trees the late Mr. Funatsu, of Kohoku. No one could have
had a greater love or a more profound knowledge of these plants than
that courteous old gentleman he knew them as he knew his own
children.

During the course of a long life Mr. Funatsu had managed to bring



together a wonderful collection of colored drawings depicting all the
species and varieties of Cherries he had personally encountered or had
heard about. These pictures he very kindly showed me. Towards the
end of the display he produced an old kakemono, or hanging picture,
which I gathered had been painted about the year 1700.

As he slowly unrolled this long, narrow strip of painted silk, there
came into view an astonishingly truthful representation of my Tai
Haku. There could be no question about it; the immense size and shape
of the white flowers, coupled with the young copper-colored foliage,
left no doubt whatever as to its identity. Somewhat excitedly, I re
quested my interpreter to ask Mr. Funatsu for the history of the plant
depicted. "He informs me," said the interpreter, "that it is a painting
of a Cherry formerly cultivated in the neighborhood of Kyoto, but he
says it has now been lost to cultivation. Mr. Funatsu has been looking
for it all his life, but has not yet succeeded in finding a specimen."

As I gazed at the ancient kakemono, my thoughts returned to my
Kentish garden. "Please be good enough to tell him," I said, after a
pause, "that I have that Cherry growing, at this very moment, in my
garden in England." The old gentleman was clearly incredulous, but
his good manners forbade any open expression of doubt: he merely
smiled sweetly and gave a courteous bow in acknowledgment of my
statement. Piqued by his obvious doubt, I there and then resolved to
convince him. But this was not to be Mr. Funatsu died before I could
send him tangible proof of my claims.

Apart from its beauty, Tai Haku is the happy possessor of a
robust constitution and will thrive where only the very strongest
growers can live. Although my earliest specimens are barely eighteen
years old, the tallest of them is already over 20 feet in height. I think,
therefore, it is safe to assume that they will ultimately make trees as
large, or almost as large, as those of Kanzan.

The- snow-white flowers appear with the young foliage in mid-
season. The sepals are rather narrow and long, while the cupula is
relatively small and thin.

Recognition of this Cherry's fine qualities was shown by the Royal
Horticultural Society when it was granted a First Class Certificate in
1943.

Tai Haku a name bestowed upon this variety by Prince Taka
Tsukasa means the Great White (Cherry). From Sata Zakura

DOLORODELL, the beautiful full double pink peony proudly takes its
place with the elite, as it received the GOLD MEDAL for 1984.

Mr. Lins of Cologne, Minnesota, introduced it in 1942. He described it as
another giant full double unfading salmon pink. Its strong stems hold the
large blooms erect. A super peony in every way which belongs in every collec
tion of fine peonies.

This great hybridizer of fine peonies knew all the qualities a good j
should have and all that grow this peony, Dolorodell, delight in its siz
beauty. _ 23



NEW PARK TO BE NAMED AFTER
KINDRED MAN
by Larry Schmidt

Ben Gilbertson
Kindred, North Dakota

The new 10.4 acre park located east of the school in Kindred has
been named in honor of noted amateur horticulturist, Ben Gilbertson,
a long-time Kindred resident. The Kindred Park Board formally
adopted a motion on May 17 to honor the man who has brought much
notable attention to Kindred for his horticulture efforts.

Ben Gilbertson was born in 1896 in the Milnor area, and remained
in that area farming until 1925. It was while he was farming that he
developed his life-long love for horticulture. In 1912, he began ex
perimenting with cross pollination of wheat in hopes of developing a
rust resistant strain. His efforts were so successful that members of
the Agriculture Department of the North Dakota Agricultural College
(now North Dakota State University) traveled to his farm to examine
his efforts. It was at this time that he formed a lifetime friendship with
Professor Bolley.

In an inadvertent way, it was Professor Bolley who motivated
Gilbertson to his next success. Telling him that it was impossible to
grow soybeans in North Dakota, Gilbertson acquired seeds from
Wisconsin and planted his first crop in 1923. His efforts were so suc
cessful that he was awarded first prize in soybeans at the International
Hay and Grain Show held in Chicago in 1924. This was the first re
corded crop of soybeans ever grown in North Dakota.

Moving to Kindred in 1929, Gilbertson started a nursery and in
volved himself in the bee business. It was at this time that his flair for
inventing surfaced. Noting that a great deal of time was spent in
separating the wax from the honeycomb, Gilbertson invented an un
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capping machine to accomplish this work in one-fifth the time. Also in
1955, he invented a drum hoist which would move heavy drums of
honey into the desired positions to increase production in less time.

It is perhaps his work with squash that has brought Gilbertson his
most fame. Working for 13 years crossing squash from the original
plant to the present variety, Gilbertson has developed the famous
orange-skinned winter squash called the Kindred squash. In 1969, he
was awarded a bronze medal from the All-America Selections Commit
tee for his development of this strain. He was also given the R. L.
Wodarz Award from the North Dakota Historical Society in 1969 for
his contributions to horticulture.

One of the varieties that Gilbertson had the most fun with grew to
the size of 220 Vt pounds, the largest squash recorded in the world at
that time. "It wasn't good to eat, nor did it have any other value, but it
was fun to grow," commented Gilbertson.

Gilbertson has also been actively involved in working with dif
ferent trees. Shortly after arriving in Kindred, Gilbertson noticed an
ash tree growing on city property, behind the town hall. Obtaining per
mission to take grafts from the tree, Gilbertson developed the now
famous Kindred Ash, the most popular boulevard tree sold in nurseries
today. In addition, he propagated the burrless Burr Oak from an oak
tree found in the Sand Hills estimated to be upwards of 200 years old.
His efforts have also resulted in the development of the Dakota
Linden. He also propagated the Mandan and Dakota Apple trees
which were developed by the U.S. Experimental Station. All of these
trees are now sold commercially.

Retirement from the bee business did not slow Ben Gilbertson
down. Turning his attention to peonies, he developed the new strains
of Hedgemaster, Pink N'Yellow, Multiflora, Wine Red, Goldilocks (the
only yellow peony on the market today), Sheyenne Chief, Colleen
Marie Lund, Atlas, the Dakota Princess and the Zelda Gilbertson,
named in honor of his daughter. These strains are considered collectors
items today and sell upwards to $40 on the commercial market.

His search for the perfect peonies has taken Gilbertson to the in
ternational market. He obtained seeds from Lithuania and Russia in
hopes of crossing these with American types. He managed to obtain
seeds from a fern leafed peony that was the exclusive property of the
Romanov family while they were still in power in Russia. After spend
ing several years trying to develop these, he discarded them. "I still
have some in my garden today but they are not as hardy as the
American strains," commented Gilbertson.

In addition to his work with peonies, squash and trees, Gilbertson
also is trying to develop new strains of tulips. His work to this point
has resulted in a new strain of tulip, which is grown only in his garden.
"These may be on the market some day but it takes many years to
develop," noted Gilbertson. "Each plant doubles itself in a year so
when you start with one plant, it will be many years before they will- 25 -



appear in a nursery."
Gilbertson is also very concerned about the progress of the new

park. He has donated 20 Kindred Ash trees, which will make up the
northern and southern boundaries of the park.

Gilbertson Park, a 10.4 acre rectangular stretch of land, was made
possible by a grant received by the Kindred Park District from the
North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department in the summer of
1983. Planting an initial 120 trees, the park has grown with contribu
tions from the Kindred Lions, the Iff Hobby Club and Ben Gilbertson
to 175 trees at this time. In addition, the park will contain three soft-
ball diamonds, two mini-parks, playground equipment and facilities to
sponsor winter sports activities.

The Kindred FFA organization has nearly completed the first
shelter, which resulted from a contribution from the Kindred Lions. In
addition, monies raised from a consignment auction in 1983 has been
earmarked for use in the completion of the first Softball complex. This
work is a joint effort between the Kindred FFA and local softball
teams.

Portable bathroom facilities will also be available this summer
courtesy of the city of Kindred.

As funds become available, the other softball complexes will be
completed. The remaining two softball diamonds will have the
preliminary work accomplished this spring for summer use. Construc
tion of the foul fences andviugouts will be postponed to a later time.

Tree planting has yet to be completed, also. "At the present time,
we do not have the capital available to purchase new trees," com
mented Jim Clemenson, Park Board President. "However, if anyone
wishes to donate trees to the park, we have the personnel available to
do the planting and maintenance." Permission given to reprint

Cass County Reporter (May 24, 1984)
Casselton, North Dakota

REGISTRATIONS
DELAWARE CHIEF (Don Hollingsworth, 5831 N. Colrain Ave.,
Kansas City, Missouri 64151), July 7, 1984.

Seedling # 141.
Officinalis double hybrid
Parentage Paeonia officinalis 'Ruba Plena' x Red Double Lactiflora.
First bloomed about 1975.
Officinalis Hybrid, bomb double flowers of rich rose red take on fiery
tints under incandescent lighting. Flowers with others of its group,
from fat buds which develop into a 6V2 inch ball of smooth petals.
Good grower; dark green foliage, has a strong component of red, and
matte finish; lasts well into the summer compared to others of the
type. Spicy fragrance. Leaves to the Ground, straight strong stems
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make a good landscape plant.
Honorable Mention Award 1984.

BORDER CHARM (Don Hollingsworth, 5831 N. Colrain Ave., Kan
sas City, Missouri 64151), July 7, 1984.

Seedling # 206.
Itoh Hybrid. Tree peony type, semi-single.
Parentage Paeonia lactiflora cultivar x P. (Lutea Hybrids) 'Alice
Harding.' First bloomed 1974.

Itoh Hybrid, generally semi-single, tree peony type flowers, petals
yellow, lighter colored at the outer ends with large red flares and a
prominent center of sheathed carpels. Medium sized flowers on 24
inch stems are close to the large leaves. Stems arching to sagging,
form a wide, low bush which comes back from below ground over
wintering buds each spring, very hardy and unaffected by severity
of winter climates wherever tried. Distinctive, dark green leaves
hold their appearance until hard frost, which together with the bush
form makes an excellent plant for the position of a low shrub. A
vigorous grower which does best under excellent soil fertility.
Season-long height of the bush about 18 inches.
PRAIRIE PRINCESS (Don Hollingsworth, 5831 N. Colrain Ave.,
Kansas City, Missouri 64151), July 7, 1984.

Seedling # 199.
Double lactiflora of hybrid origin.
Parentage Kickapoo x Cytherea.
First bloomed 1973.
Large full double medium pink flowers on medium height stems, with
good clean foliage, robust but refined, constitute a grand princess of
the prairies. Pollen, seeds reliable, late bloom. Long lasting as a cut
flower, dependable, vigorous, performs well.

SHOWGIRL (Don Hollingsworth, 5831 N. Colrain Ave., Kansas City,
Missouri 64151), July 7, 1984.

Seedling # 688.
Japanese Anemone, Lactiflora type, hybrid origin.
Parentage Dawn Pink (the speckled one) x Echo (Second generation
of Lacti x Anomola).

First bloomed 1975.
Warm petals and large cream center of broad, heavy petalodes. Well
grown plants develop center petals which add flash and style.
Flowers early on medium height stems with dark green foliage well
down.
PINK CRESCENDO (Don Hollingsworth, 5831 N. Colrain Ave., Kan
sas City, Missouri 64151), July 7, 1984.

Seedling # 406.
Double lactiflora.
Parentage Dawn Pink (the speckled one) x unknown.
First bloomed 1975.
Very large light pink, full double produced on a vigorous, dependable- 27 -



plant. Late bloom, 34 inch height, good substance, dark green leaves
well down on the stem. Exceptional flowers.

GARDEN TREASURE (Don Hollingsworth, 5831 N. Colrain Ave.,
Kansas City, Missouri 64151), July 7, 1984.

Seedling # 205.
Itoh Hybrid, tree peony type, semi-double.
Parentage Paeonia lactiflora, cultivar x P. (Lutea Hybrid) Alice Har
ding.

First bloomed 1973.
Itoh Hybrid, semi-double tree peony type flowers on herbaceous
stems. Yellow petals with red highlights, 20-50 petals, prominent
center of sheathed carpels and large size flowers. Very hardy, flowers
produced regularly and uniformly year after year from below ground
overwintering buds. Stems to 27", upright to arching, presents the

flowers well out of the foliage, makes a broad low bush. Large, dark
green leaves last well into autumn, making an excellent landscape
subject. One to three flowers per stem, sidebuds on long stems
suitable for cutting, little benefit in disbudding. Long flowering,
with the mid to late season lactifloras, up to 2Vt weeks. Fragrant.
Very little pollen.

Certificate of Merit Award, 1984. Patent applied for.
BUSSE GARDENS, COKATO, MINNESOTA

MERVYN PEES (Registered by Busse Gardens, Cokata, Minnesota),
July 16, 1984.

Originator Pees, Belle Center, Ohio Busse Gardens.
Seedling # S-12-12, 13, 14 C23.
Parentage unknown, bloomed prior to 1978. Bloomed Cokato, Minne
sota 1979.
FINLANDIA (Registered by Busse Gardens, Cokata, Minnesota),
July 16, 1984.

Originator Pees, Belle Center, Ohio Busse Gardens.
Seedling # S-12-20- Row C 23 (Busse Number).
Parentage unknown, first bloomed prior to 1978. Bloomed 1979,
Cokato, Minnesota.

White Japanese, good substance, 36-40" height, strong stems, late
bloom. This cup-shaped flower has a pale yellow center appearing
almost white. Very floriferous.

MAID MARION (Registered by Busse Gardens, Cokata, Minnesota),
July 16, 1984.

Originator Pees, Belle Center, Ohio Busse Gardens.
Seedling # S-l-12, 13, 14, 15, 16, C31 (Divided clump).
Parentage unknown, first bloomed prior to 1978. Bloomed Cokata,
Minnesota 1979.

Medium pink Japanese, cupped, reliable, 34" height, strong stems,
good green foliage, late bloom.

Color of petals are veined as if a fine line pen has been used, giving
petals a brushed look. Red carpels in large ball of yellow in center.
Named after daughter, Marion Heidi.- 28 -



DANCE BALLERINA DANCE (Registered by Busse Gardens,
Cokato, Minnesota), July 16, 1984.

Originator Pees, Belle Center, Ohio Busse Gardens.
Seedling # - - -, parentage unknown, first bloomed prior to 1978, in
Cokato, Minnesota 1979.

Pale pink anemone, fragrant. Pale yellow "shredded" center with tuft
of pink in center, same color as guards, variation in tufts. Height
34". ******

TREE PEONY NAMES PROJECT
By Don Hollingsworth

A data bank to aid in finding the names of unidentified tree
peonies was announced at the American Peony Society Board of Direc
tors meeting June 17 this year in Mansfield, Ohio. In announcing the
project, Dr. Robert Smirnow described a major effort to remedy the
problems resulting from un-named and mis-named plants in the tree
peony trade, a problem which has existed almost as long as tree peony
plants have been brought here from Japan.

The plan calls for creating a master file which is to contain descrip
tive information on the most unique features of each variety
(diagnostic characteristics, in botanical terminology). The resulting
file will contain a profile of each variety on the chosen diagnostic
characters. Dr. Smirnow requested the assistance of the Directors in
identifying the appropriate characters to be used and asked for the
general cooperation of the Society in getting the project under way. No
financial support was requested, however. The resulting system will be
available for use by the Society.

While the development of the system is already underway, most
details of identification remain to be worked out. The broad objective
is that a person with a tree peony name problem can fill out a specified
questionnaire on the plant while it is in flower, submit the question
naire with their request for service and receive a report of the probable
variety name (or names, in event of similar varieties). With the
refinements that can be developed upon accumulation of experience, it
is hoped that the system can be brought to a relatively high level of
precision.

Eighty years ago the American Peony Society was formed out of
an effort to reduce the confusion of variety names which had arisen out
of random activities of various growers at home and abroad. In many
respects, that problem, which concerned the growing and marketing of
the Chinese peonies, was not different from the names problem we now
face with the Tree Peonies. The work program undertaken 80 years ago
involved a major field planting at Cornell University which was made
possible by the cooperation of many producers, interested members,
and the public sector through the University's resources. When the
work was completed, North American peony growers had a stan- 29 -



dardized set of varieties and a way to clear up conflicts. Standardiza
tion has been maintained by the American Peony Society ever since
and it has won the reputation which led to becoming the International
Registration Authority for the Genus Paeonia.

Eighty years ago, the chosen work program was a difficult one,
but it was an appropriate choice, given the resources and the economic
considerations then prevailing. Today we might call it "doing the job
the hard way." Hopefully we can gain a satisfactory resolution of the
Tree Peony problem without coming up with the kind of resources
used before to do so would be very difficult. Whether we get it done
the "hard" way or an "easy" way is not the whole point; however, the
approach needs to be logical and appropriate in light not only of the
available resources, but of the economic aspects of" the problem, as
well. I heartily endorse Dr. Smirnow's project.

Presentation by John Simkins, Oakville, Ontario, Canada at the An
nual Peony Society banquet at Mansfield, Ohio, 1984

Colonial Williamsburg is a living town that has been restored to
its eighteenth-century appearance. It is situated about halfway be
tween Richmond and Norfolk in Virginia. Colonial Williamsburg was
the capitol of the colony of Virginia from 1699 to 1781. It is the home
of William and Mary College which has been in continuous operation
since colonial days.

Bruton Church was built in 1715 and has been in use continually
since then. The interior was restored to its original appearance in 1938.
It is cruciform in shape with a curtained Governor's pew, high box
pews, and canopied pulpit.

The Festival theme was Beauty with Reverence A Display of
Church Floral Arts.

Bruton Church is Episcopalian and uses the Anglican liturgical
colors for use on vestments, altar frontals and hangings for the
seasons, and holy days of the Christian year. The ancient Salisbury
(Sarum) system of red, white and blue colors is usually followed at
Bruton Church.

White and gold, cream and yellow, and all that is brightest and
best, proclaim joyful festivals like those of Christmas, Epiphany and
Easter, the Ascension, All Saints' Day, and Thanksgiving.

Purple or blue, in contrast, are used for solemn seasons of prepara-
on, like Advent and Lent.
Red, for the fire of the Spirit and the blood of sacrifice, is the

natural color for Pentecost.

FLOWER FESTIVAL
AT BRUTON CHURCH, WILLIAMSBURG
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Green, the true color of growth is for the Epiphany period, and at
Bruton Church for late summer to counteract psychologically the ex
cessive heat.

Mrs. Mary Pope, who founded the National Association of Flower
Arrangers in England and is at present Founder-President, came over
with Margaret Kieth also a past-President Libby Oliver of Colonial
Williamsburg, and Betty Bobb of Bruton Church, and designed the
show in accordance with the liturgical year.

The Festival was in conjunction with the annual Spring Garden
Symposium and members of this group attended an Evensong of
Thanksgiving in the church. The sermon was an explanation of the
religious connotation of the arrangements throughout the church by
Mrs. Pope.

After the service, I obtained a copy of Mrs. Pope's talk and took
thirty-five photos of the arrangements. These were shown accom
panied by a reading of Mrs. Pope's commentary after the APS Annual
Banquet at Mansfield, 1984.

Since most of the soil on our land is of a light sandy structure, the
peonies were not doing very well. Chris Laning came to see the prob
lem and suggested a solution. The only good deep loam on the property
was the asparagus patch. So the asparagus was promptly rototilled in,
weeds killed off, and the peonies transplanted there.

From experience, I knew that dandelions and other perennial
weeds luxuriated in this soil also. The problem in weeding the bed ear
ly was fear of stepping on the newly-emerging peony buds. Therefore, I
planted in each of the hole area three early daffodil bulbs, when I
planted the peony.

It has been a happy marriage so far. I avoid the daffodil clump
when weeding, and feel secure that the peonies are not being trampled
on.

The second benefit is that as the daffodil foliage is dying, the
peony foliage covers it up. Last, but not least, is the harmony between
the two plants that require moisture, but not a constant one. This
helps the daffodil bulbs to dry out while the deep peony roots get a
good soaking.

A peony will last a lifetime, if given some care. Patience and
peonies go together. Give a new plant a year or two to develop into
maturity. The third and fourth year will be most rewarding as to
bloom, and it will continue for years.

- 31 -



TREE PEONIES IN JAPAN
Tree Peonies Month by Month

by Kaneo Mega & Takahiro Somei, Japan
(Translated by Ron Ringdahl, Seattle, WA)

OCTOBER
This is the time of year, being neither hot nor cold, most congenial

to the moutan. The above-ground part of the plant is nearing the com
pletion of its growth period.

This is also the time of formation of the flower buds, though some
variation will be seen here depending on whether the particular variety
blooms early, late or in between. Indeed, the flower buds of the winter-
blooming tree peonies, which could be called ultra-early bloomers, have
already completed their development by September. On the other
hand, yellow varieties of tree peonies, late bloomers, are just at the
height of their formative stage.

As the leaves begin to wither, we know that the year's growth is
about to come to an end. Underground, however, the plant is vigorous
ly sending out new roots.

I. Care of Garden Plantings
1. Mature Plants (3+ year-old grafts)
A. Mulch: Due to the mildness of the weather, mulch is not
necessary.
B. Watering: Not necessary.
C. Fertilizer: Not applied this month.
D. Planting, Transplanting: It is still possible during this month
to obtain peony plants. These should be planted as soon as possi
ble after getting them, following instructions as in September.
E. Pruning, Etc.: Pruning can be initiated when the leaves begin
to turn yellow.
Back in June, the present year's growth was disbudded, leav

ing two or three buds at the base of each new branch. You will
find that these buds have now enlarged. This new growth can
now be cut back, removing the leaves, and leaving merely one or
two of these buds. If this new growth happens to be particularly
slender in nature, only one bud should be left.
To put it in different terms, this amounts to discarding one or

two of the precious three buds left on each new branch as a result
of June disbudding. The purpose of this is to rid the new growth
of leaf buds, though those who are beginners at peony culture
may lack confidence in their ability to distinguish between leaf
and flower buds at this stage of development. If this is the case,
then all three of the buds can be left on the branch until spring,
when the distinction can be made more clearly. At that time, the
leaf buds can be removed.
Branches which bore no flowers during the present year should

not be pruned back at all, since they will have a flower bud- 32 -



develop at their terminus (though in case of poor growing condi
tions, this may develop into a leaf bud).
Other pruning hints:
1. When growth is removed, the cut should not be made too

close to a bud.
2. Cuts are normally made above outward-facing buds.
3. In case of low-hanging, horizontally-growing branches, cuts

should not be made above outward-growing buds but above
inwarding-facing buds, since these would tend to develop upward
and outward.
4. Of the three buds left at the base of the present year's

growth, if either or both of the first and second buds are leaf
buds, they should be removed, leaving the third bud (assuming
that it is a flower bud) intact. The cut should be made above this
bud.
If the first two buds are flower buds, the cut should be made

above these.
If the intention is to increase the number of branches of the

plant, the cut should be made above the first two buds, both of
which are left intact, regardless of what kind of bud they may be.
5. Some of the present year's growth will be conspicuously of

slender nature. If the first bud is a flower bud, the cut should be
made directly above it. If the first bud is a leaf bud, the cut
should be made above a flower bud, removing all leaf buds under
it.
6. All dead wood should be excised entirely.

2. Immature Plants (1-2 year-old grafts)
As in the case of mature plants, planting should take place as
early in the month as possible. Immature plants planted in the
autumn should be watched for signs of drying out, otherwise, no
special care is required.
II. Care of Potted Plants
1. Mature Plants (3+ year-old grafts)
A. Mulch: Mulch can be removed, since the mild weather does
not necessitate it.
B. Location: Potted plants should be in a sunny location until
they are pruned. After pruning, they can be placed almost
anywhere.
C. Watering: Once every two to three days can be considered the
general rule. If the surface of the soil in the pot turns whitish, the
plant should be thoroughly watered during the morning hours.
Watering should be avoided if the soil seems sufficiently moist.
D. Fertilizer: Not applied this month.
E. Planting, Transplanting: This should be done as early in the
month as possible.
F. Pruning, Etc.: Pruning is done this month, following the pro
cedure given above. _ 33 _



2. Immature Plants (1-2 year-old grafts)
As with mature plants, planting should be completed as early as
possible. Those plants newly planted should be watched for dry
ing out, otherwise no special care is required.

III. Propagation
1. Grafting: Not done.
A. Care of newly grafted plants: Other than being attentive to
drying out, no special care is required.
2. Seed Sowing: Any seed one may still have should be sown as
early as possible.

IV. Prevention and Remedy of Disease
No special treatment.

NOVEMBER
By this time our tree peony plants will have been reduced to bare

branches, either through the natural withering of the leaves or by hav
ing them removed in the process of pruning.

The buds of the winter-blooming varieties, without having gone
through much of a dormancy period and just as the leaves have fallen,
begin their development, relying on the resources of the merest
available temperature. The spring bloomers, on the other hand, face
winter by entering their dormant period. They put all their effort into
getting through the long winter, little by little consuming the
nutrients stored within the plant, especially those built up since the
autumn. Regardless of how dormant the external appearance of the
plant may be, however, the roots are still at work, though the plant will
not require a great deal more moisture intake.

1. Care of Garden Plantings
1. Mature Plants (3+ year-old grafts)
A. Watering: Not necessary.
B. Fertilizer: Generally speaking, fertilizer need not be applied,
however, for these plants whose growth you may not consider to
be up to par, perhaps the branches too slender or the yellowing of
the leaves too early, they might benefit from an application of liq
uid fertilizer (5-10-5, at a ratio of 500:1), applied around the base
of the plant two or three times, at a rate of once a week. About
one liter per plant should be sufficient.
C. Planting, Transplanting: This is not an ideal time of the year
for planting or transplanting, though it is not entirely unknown
for mail-order shipment to arrive this late in the year. If this
should be the case, planting should be done, as indicated for
September, as soon as possible after receiving them.
After planting, black plastic sheeting can be placed on the

ground around the plant until spring to help keep the
temperature of the ground higher.
D. Pruning, Etc.: If pruning has not been completed yet, it
should be done this month, as indicated in October.



2. Immature Plants (1-2 year-old grafts)
As with mature plants, planting should be done as early as possi
ble. Otherwise there is no special care.

II. Care of Potted Plants
1. Mature Plants (3+ year-old grafts)
A. Location: Since the cold of winter is not far off, potted plants
should be placed in a relatively warmer location, such as in a sun
ny spot under the eaves or similar place. Since it is necessary that
the plants become adjusted to the cold during November and
December, they should not be taken indoors during this period.
B. Watering: The general rule is twice a week. While sunny
weather may prevail for days at a time, rain too comes easily dur
ing this season. Therefore it is more important to watch for dry
ing out and then water during the morning hours when necessary.
C. Fertilizer: Taking the place of watering two or three times, a
liquid fertilizer (5-10-5, at a ratio of 500:1) can be applied, at a rate
of one application a week.
D. Planting, Transplanting: Again, it is possible to obtain plants
during this month, though it is certainly not the best for plant
ing. These should be planted as soon as possible, following the
method given in September.
After planting, they should be placed in a somewhat warmer

location.
E. Pruning, Etc.: Any plants not yet pruned should be done so.
2. Immature Plants (1-2 year-old grafts)
Care of these is the same as for mature plants.

III. Propagation
1. Grafting: Not done.
A. Care of newly grafted plants:

Garden Plantings: No special care.
Potted Plants: These should be moved to the warmest spot

possible, such as under the eaves, etc. Other than watering
when necessary, no special care is required.

2. Seed Sowing: Not done.
IV. Prevention and Remedy of Disease
No special treatment during this month.
V. Notes for Especially Cold Areas
Generally the same as for other localities, except that planting
should be avoided.

DECEMBER
Spring blooming peonies have by now completely taken on their

winter characteristics. No longer in need of bright sunlight, they just
patiently put up with the winter's cold. For their survival, they absorb
a little moisture through the roots and consume the nutrients that
have been stored up within. _ qc _



This over-wintering (dormancy) is, however, not without its
returns. It is indeed a necessary cold, which allows the plant to send
out healthy shoots and flowers the following spring.

I. Care of Garden Plantings
1. Mature Plants (3+ year-old grafts)
A. Mulch: When the ground begins to freeze, the plants must
again be mulched. This is especially true of young plants. Since
this is purely a matter of prevention from freezing, mulching may
not be necessary in warmer climes.
B. Watering: Not generally necessary. In areas subject to
strong, frigid winds, the condition of the ground surface under
the mulch can be checked now and then. If the soil surface has
taken on a whitish cast, watering should be done.
C. Fertilizer: Not applied this month.
D. Planting, Transplanting: Generally not done during this
month, though not impossible in areas that are sufficiently warm.
Planting should be done as indicated in January.
E. Pruning, Etc.: Not done.
2. Immature Plants (1-2 year-old grafts)
The case of these is the same as that for mature plants. Other
than mulching, as with mature plants, no special care is required.
II. Care of Potted Plants
1. Mature Plants (3+ year-old grafts)
A. Location: Location should be as indicated in November. In
cold and windy areas, locations out of the wind should be sought
out.
B. Watering: Generally watering is done twice a week. In case
plants are mulched, probably once a week would be sufficient.
Watering, however, should not be done automatically according
to this general rule. The actual condition of the soil should be
ascertained and watering done accordingly.
C. Fertilizer: Not applied this month.
D. Planting, Transplanting: Not done.
E. Pruning, Etc.: Not done.
2. Immature Plants (1-2 year-old grafts)
Care of these is the same as for mature plants. These young
plants should be allowed to become adjusted to the cold and
should not be placed indoors until freezing conditions have
become extreme.

III. Propagation
1. Grafting: Not done.
A. Care of newly grafted plants: There is no special care, except
mulching when necessary.
2. Seed Sowing: Not done.
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IV. Prevention and Remedy of Disease
There is no special treatment this month.
V. Notes for Especially Cold Areas
In areas that experience winter-long accumulations of snow, fer
tilizer and lime as indicated in February can be applied to the
plants before the snow begins to fall.
In the case of potted plants, young plants should be placed in

locations warmer than those of mature plants. When the hard
freeze settles in for the winter, the pots are mulched with tree
moss or other material and placed indoors in a place that just
keeps them from freezing.

FLOWERING SEASON DESIGNATIONS
by Don Hollingsworth

The increased numbers of desirable varieties in the early flowering
peonies has led to an accumulation of confusion in the terminology of
flowering season or rather in the confusion of the reader trying to
sort out the meaning when selecting peonies for certain flowering
times. What has happened is that while the published descriptions
contain the choice of terminology deemed appropriate at the time of
registration, the practice has changed over the decades.

When the subject came up in the first place, say 80 years ago,
almost all interest and concern had to do with the Chinese peonies and
this situation persisted for a good many years. The practice of apply
ing the whole range to the Chinese peony season [very early to very
late], was well entrenched with both peony specialists and lay
gardeners by the time the earlier flowering hybrids started having
much impact upon peony growing. So, there wasn't much of a choice
for classifying flowering season of the early hybrids one could call
them also VE (very early), somewhat ludicrous considering they could
be easily three weeks ahead of VE Chinese peonies, or use up several
words of space to describe the flowering time without using the con
ventional symbols and terms.

Peony catalogs now follow various ways of dealing with this confu
sion. Some have faithfully reproduced the official description, others
say little or nothing about flowering time, and still others use a mixed
system of the standard descriptions with their own revisions. Several
years ago (1965 or before), Sylvia Saunders used a "new system" in
preparation of the catalog for the Saunders nursery. (Inasmuch as the
Saunders breeding program was responsible for a majority of the early
flowering variations, they, no doubt, recognized the problem many
years before 1965.) The Saunders new system makes good sense for
present-day use and should be looked at in reference to providing new
standards to be recommended by the American Peony Society for use
by its members and by general gardening interests.- 37 -



My interpretation of the Saunders flowering season system is as
follows:
Very Early: Earlybird, Mloko-macro derivatives (Nova), Laddie,
other Fernleaf Hybrids, Triple Hybrids (Roselette group) and
others of similar flowering season.

Early: Early Pastels Hybrids (advanced generation hybrids now
being produced), Halcyon, Picotee, most of the Macro Hybrids and
Wittmanitiana Hybrids, Quad Hybrids, some Triple Hybrids
containing Officinalis species, the Tree Peonies (Suffruticosas),
and first Lutea Hybrids.

Early Midseason: Most Lutea Hybrids, Little Reds Hybrids (Good
Cheer group), Officinalis Triple Hybrids, many of the new Early
Pastels Hybrids, Officinalis Hybrids, Lobata (Peregrina, Otto
Froebel) Hybrids, and the last Tree Peonies.
Midseason: Last of the Officinalis and Lobata Hybrids, earliest of
the Chinese Peonies, Itoh Hybrids, and remainder of the Lutea
Hybrids.

Late Midseason: Chinese Peonies, Itoh Hybrids.
Late: Chinese Peonies, Itoh Hybrids.
Very late: Chinese Peonies.
The foregoing is meant to be illustrative, but not precise, as my

records are not complete enough nor my peony collection comprehen
sive enough to test the finer gradations and overlaps. The concept will
always be complicated by the fact that any particular variety group
will contain varieties having a range of flowering times. While these
groups overlap one another nicely, resulting in a dynamic and ever-
changing tapestry as the season progresses, this does not make for a
precise concept. The ultimate use of the system is to indicate the
relative period in which an individual variety flowers, as compared to
the peony season in total.

Let's test the foregoing outline against the next flowering season
(and previous ones if the records are available), refine it through some
discussion, then start putting the result into use. This will help convey
the expanded peony season to the general gardening public and help all
of us compare our own observations.

ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio, June 16, 1984

The annual meeting of the American Peony Society was held the
evening of June 16th at Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio. A buffet
banquet was enjoyed after which President Michau called the meeting
to order. The invocation was delivered by Chris Laning. A moment of
silence was observed in memory of all deceased members of this past
year.

President Michau then introduced Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton of New- 38 -



Zealand and Mr. and Mrs. Harrop and daughter of Tasmania,
Australia. All members were then asked to introduce themselves.

Marvin Karrels paid tribute to our long and devoted member and
friend, Clarence Lienau, who died Sept. 25, 1983.

Mr. Stites, Director of Kingwood Center welcomed the Society
members.

At this time, the names of the six Directors whose terms have ex
pired were read: Irvin Ewing, John E. Simkins, W. G. Sindt, Allen J.
Wild, Frank Howell and Chris Laning. They were presented to the
membership for re-election for another period of three years. All were
unanimously elected.

The financial report had been passed to all members. A short
regime was given by the Secretary/Treasurer on work accomplished
this year.

Mr. Karrels had audited the books of the Treasurer and was called
on to give his report. He stated that all monies had been verified and
duly recorded and that the financial statement was correct. The finan
cial report was unanimously accepted.

The Court of Honor flowers and their exhibitors were read to the
members. At this time the B. H. Farr medal was presented to Mr.
Robert Schmidt for his Grand Champion flower, Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

The highlight of the meeting was now at hand as President Michau
presented the A.P. Saunders Memorial Medal to Don Hollingsworth
for meritorious work as an accomplished hybridist. He is a student and
an educator of the peony through his continued writings and always a
'Challenger of New Frontiers'; was one of the first to achieve success in
duplicating the Itoh Cross. His breeding work has relied extensively
on the use of pedigree information as the basis for selecting parent
plantSj as well as on the records of crosses which have produced some
of the results he desires.

His inquiring observation of the life processes of peonies such as
germination cycle and growth responses have been used to enrich the
literature of peony growing.

Mr. John Simkins gave a most interesting commentary on Church
Flower Festival at Bruton Church, Williamsburg, Va. His prepared
text coordinated with the colored slides of flowers used in this
historical church.

The meeting was adjourned, and it was now time for the peony
auction. Gud Sindt was the auctioneer. We thank you, Gus.

Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Kingwood Center, Mansfield, Ohio, June 17, 1984

The meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order by Presi
dent Michau (Kansas) at 9:30 a.m.

Directors in attendance were: Don Hollingsworth (Missouri), Chris
Laning (Michigan), W. G. Sindt (Minnesota), John Simkins (Canada),
Robert Schmidt (Ohio), Marvin C. Karrels (Wisconsin), Dr. Robert
Smirnow (New York), Joe Glocka (Wisconsin), Chuck Klehm (Illinois),
Irvin Ewing (Michigan), and Greta Kessenich (Minnesota), Secretary.

The minutes of the 1983 meeting were read and accepted. The first
order of business was the election of officers for the ensuing year. A
motion was made and approved that the following be elected: Chris
Laning President, Don Hollingsworth Vice President, and Greta
Kessenich Secretary/Treasurer.

President Michau had fulfilled his duties and the remainder of the
meeting was turned over to Chris Laning.

The American Peony Society convention will be at the Charles
Klehm and Son Production Farm at Champaign, Illinois, 1985. A ten
tative date was set for May 31, June 1, and 2.

The Gold Medal was awarded to peony DOLORODELL. Under
consideration for this award in the future are: Roselette, Burma Ruby,
Moon River, Norma Volz, Hana Kisoi, Black Pirate and High Noon.

The nomenclature of the Japanese tree peony has been under
discussion at many meetings. The names sent on imports are in most
part incorrect, many the same variety, a different name, or perhaps
shades of a color might be given the same name. In fact, there is a
general confusion of names and not dependable, so we turn to the com
puter to solve this disarray of the Japanese tree peony.

Dr. Robert Smirnow presented his study of name correction to the
Board members and it was immediately accepted. He will run all infor
mation on Japanese tree peonies through the computer and by this
means the names, varieties, etc. can be verified. Don Hollingsworth
and Chris Laning will work on a paper designated for required informa
tion regarding the parts of the flower, the foliage, and plant in general.
The entire Society will be involved, as this paper for information, will
mean that it be filled out in detail, as to your findings.

To get the Japanese names corrected as to the flower and the
plant, will take some length of time but there must be a beginning.
This means that all members that grow the Japanese tree peony must
work together and with Dr. Smirnow working with the computer with
your information, we will begin to have name corrections.

Under the direction of Don Hollingsworth and the committee ap
pointed, David Reath and Roy Klehm, the study will continue on the
establishment of names for the hybrid peony group.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary- 40 -



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
June 1, 1983 June 1, 1984

Balance on hand, June 1, 1983 $31,937.86
Receipts:
Membership Dues $5,444.28
Advertising 746.22
A.P.S. Auction 1,183.00
Registration, Nomenclature 40.00
Contributions 25.00
Social 996.49

$8,434.99

Publications:
Bulletins $ 128.20
Handbooks 1,757.24
"The Peonies" 207.50
History of Peonies and Their Originations

362.00
Book, A.P.S. "75 Years" 360.00

$2,814.94

Interest on Savings $2,778.31

Total Receipts $14,028.24

Disbursements:
Publications - Four Bulletins:
June, September, December, March . . $3,454.00
American Peony Society Postage 1,380.36
Office Supplies 730.22
Printing 1,632.00
Exhibitions 234.46
Bank Charges 53.50
Refund 12.00
Miscellaneous 145.73
Social 996.49

Total Disbursements $8,638.76

Balance on hand, June 1, 1984 $37,327.34
Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary-Treasurer
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
The following is a quote from Article 1 of the By-Laws of the

American Peony Society.
"All annual memberships shall be for a calendar year. All new
members joining prior to August 1st of any year, shall be
considered members of that calendar year and receive all issues
of Bulletin for that year, unless previously exhausted. Those
joining after August 1st of any year shall be enrolled as
members of the following year, but shall receive Bulletins
issued from the date of joining to the end of that fiscal year."

This regulation should be reviewed from time-to-time, explaining
to recent members the payment of dues, which will automatically
make all memberships come due the first of every year. Statements for
dues are mailed to all members in November for the following year.
Your response is appreciated as it enables us to arrange for the mailing
of the March Bulletin, in February.

We have met our commitment for the year. Work was completed
on the new improved handbook and this fourth edition was ready for
distribution in December, 1983. It contains up-to-date information on
all aspects of the peony an excellent reference book. The beautiful
cover of the book, with nine peonies in color, was a gift to the Society
from the Charles Klehm and Son Nursery.

The financial report reflects our concentrated activities in this of
fice for the year. We continue to be conservative, in keeping our ex
penses at a minimum. There are no outstanding bills.

The Society has maintained a steady growth, which reflects in this
favorable financial report when services for various departments con
tinue to increase. We are very grateful to all members, for your con
tinued support, your payment of dues, your letters and contributions
for the Bulletin and to the Society.

Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary/Treasurer

UNDERSTANDING SOILS
By James A. Fizzell, Sr. Extension Advisor,

Horticulture, University of Illinois

(Continued from June Bulletin #250, page 43)

As horticulturists, we work every day with soil. And, since hor
ticulture is truly an art, we, who are successful, have usually learned
by trial and error how to handle our soils.

In this article, I will try to explain why soils behave as they do,
and possibly explain why some of the gardening practices we have
learned over the years work.
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Soil Bacteria and Nitrogen
There are two major types of soil bacteria which affect N. The ma

jor portion of beneficial soil bacteria are called "ammonifiers." Their
job is to break down organic matter and release the N in the form of
ammonia. The other types of soil bacteria are the "nitrifiers." Their
task is to oxidize the ammonia in the soil (and the ammonia added in
the form of ammonia-type fertilizers) by replacing the hydrogen in the
ammonia group with oxygen, producing nitrates.

The nitrifiers are rather particular about their working environ
ment. For them to function efficiently they must have a warm soil. At
temperatures below 40 ° F. they are inoperative. For every increase in
temperature of 18°, they double their activity. This means that in
warm soils there will be more nitrates released from ammonia than in
cold soils. This also explains why an ammonium fertilizer added to cold
soil in the winter often shows little response.

The nitrifiers also need a plentiful supply of oxygen. When oxygen
is limiting there is incomplete oxidation of the ammonia, and instead
of nitrate being produced, the end result will be nitrite which is toxic
to plants. As a consequence, when an excess of nitrate develops, soil is
stirred and allowed to dry in order to provide plenty of air for the
nitrifiers.

What we have been discussing can be called the "nitrogen cycle."
Plants pick up nitrate from the soil, then eventually die and return to
the soil as organic matter. Ammonifying bacteria break this organic
matter apart and release the N in the form of ammonia. The nitrifying
bacteria oxidize this ammonia to nitrate which is again taken up by
following crops. This would be a very desirable scheme if this was all
that happened but unfortunately this situation is reversible. If
undesirable conditions such as poor aeration are present in the soil, the
nitrates are denitrified back to ammonia.
It should be remembered that soils are dynamic, meaning that

they are always changing. From day to day, the N situation may not
be the same. The type of N present in the soils changes with the condi
tions. Therefore, if desirable conditions exist, there will be a desirable
form of N; but if undesirable conditions are present, you may have an
undesirable form of N. Diagram page 44

Phosphorus Considered
The form soil phosphate takes depends upon the pH of the soil. In

an acid soil with an excess of hydrogen ions present, the dominant
form is acid phosphate with two hydrogen ions attached to it (H2
PO4). In a less acid soil with less hydrogen available, phosphate com
bines with only one hydrogen ion (HPO4). In an alkaline soil there will
be little free hydrogen and PO4 will predominate. The forms that
plants generally use are H2PO4 or HPO4 which are found in either
acid or near-neutral soils.

Phosphate availability is affected by pH in the following way: In- 43 -



soils having a low pH (acid soils), iron, aluminum and manganese
become readily soluble. When phosphate is added to such a soil, it
forms a complex with these metallic ions which is unavailable to the
plant and won't show on the common soil tests.

In a near-neutral soil, the clay particles mentioned earlier hold
some phosphate by mechanism known as anion exchange. This simply
means that a negatively charged particle attached to a clay colloid will
trade places with a phosphate group and thus tie the phosphate to the
clay colloid. A formula for this mechanism might be:

Clay-OH + H2P04 ; ' Clav-HoPQ1 + OH
This is a reversible process and phosphates fixed in this manner

are the most readily available form for plant growth.
On alkaline soils, calcium and magnesium become soluble. When

phosphate is added to these soils magnesium and calcium phosphates
are formed which are quite insoluble and therefore largely unavailable
to plants. It is obvious that with so many factors responsible for tying
up phosphate, little is left for plant use. At any given time, the
available soil phosphorus is but a small percentage of the total
phosphorus present.
Potassium

Potassium (K) is present in our soils in three forms. There is a fixed
form where the K is part of the structure of the clay particle and is
unavailable to plants. K is also absorbed on the surface of the clay par
ticles and is semi-available to the plant. That which is in the soil solu
tion is readily available for plant utilization.

The three forms of K in a soil are in equilibrium. For example, let
us assume that 90% of the K is fixed and absorbed and that 10% of the
K is in solution. This gives us a 10:1 ratio of unavailable K. It is
because of this relatively constant ratio between unavailable and- 44 -



available K that it is possible to add large amounts of K fertilizer to
some soils before an increase in the available K is noted by available
soil test.
Soil Texture and Structure

The texture and structure of a soil have a great deal of effect on the
soil air, and water relationships. Oxygen is the most important
component of soil air. In tight soil, oxygen is not replaced as fast as it
is used by plant roots. The normal soils atmpsphere contains approx
imately 20% oxygen. If the total oxygen content in the soil at
mosphere is depressed below 12% there will be no new roots formed.
Between 5% and 10% oxygen in the soil atmosphere allows growth
and development of roots that have already formed. At 3% oxygen,
the roots present merely exist they don't die or function. When the
oxygen content of the soil drops below 3%, the roots begin to
disintegrate and decay. Anaerobic respiration (fermentation) begins
and materials are formed which poison and further injure the plant's
roots.

The importance of good aeration cannot be over-emphasized. No
matter what else you do to the soil, or how much good fertilizer you ap
ply, the plant cannot grow unless the roots are in a well-aerated en
vironment.
About Soil Moisture

There are three different categories of soil water. The first,
gravitational water, is that which drains out of the soil after a heavy
watering or rain.

The second is capillary water. This is held between the soil par
ticles by capillary attraction. Gravity and capillary water are available
for plant use. The third category is hygroscopic or molecular water ab
sorbed in and on the soil particle. Hygroscopic water is not available
for plant use.

The particle size and size of the pore spaces in a soil determine how
much water the soil will hold. There is a definite relationship between
particle size and the tightness with which water is held. The smaller
the particle the more tightly water will cling to its surface. Large soil
particles have large pore spaces between them and water runs through
quite easily. If the soil is composed of very small particles, there are
many more pore spaces of a small size in which water is held tenacious
ly. Consequently, clay soils hold larger quantities of water than sandy
soils.

Few native soils are perfectly adapted for use in intensive garden
ing. Slow-draining field soils drain even more slowly in containers.
Sandy soils do not hold much water, and when contained in raised beds
or planters have much less depth in which to retain moisture.
Amending Soils

One solution to good soil management lies in the use of organic
matter. Coarse organic material is porous and opens up tight soils for- 45 -



better drainage and aeration. In sandy soils, the cellular and vascular
organice tissues hold a large volume of water without reducing the
airspace. Artificial soil mixes have recently received a lot of attention
by experiment stations across the country. An artificial mix is de
signed to incorporate the best features of native soils (i.e., high ex
change and water holding capacities with good aeration), and eliminate
as many of the bad features as possible. Mixtures of sand and peat,
and perlite and peat, have been found satisfactory in this respect.

Artificial mixes are easier to handle than soils; however, growers
who are producing good crops on soils should not expect miracles from
mixes.

In cases where native soils are difficult to work and are a con
tinuous source of trouble, mixes may be the answer.

But for most of us, a good knowledge of our soil and careful
management to get the most from it will provide perfectly satisfactory
results, reproducible year after year.

Because of the growing season in 1983-1984, this article is reprinted.

PEONIES AND WEATHER
W. A. Alexander Bulletin #178

The success of agricultural and horticultural projects is to a great
extent dependent on weather. Droughts, floods, storms, frosts and
freezes, burning winds and prolonged periods of cloudiness are
weather conditions that sometimes bring ruin or partial failure.

Peonies, blooming as they do in late spring and early summer,
would seem to be an especially vulnerable crop. A late, cold spring
delays their blooming so that they may encounter very hot summer
weather in opening; violent thunderstorms often play havoc; ex
cessively wet weather may flood them, or extreme drought limit then-
development.

Many unfavorable conditions or combinations of conditions due to
the vagaries of weather often cause much less than ideal seasons. Yet,
in the many years that I have been interested in peonies, I have never
seen a season when they were a failure, or even came close to being a
failure.

Sometimes the early ones are hit pretty hard and amount to little;
more often hot weather strikes before some of the late ones open and
they have a hard time; and most frequently, wind and rain strike when
they are at the height of bloom and cut short their time of glory.

But there are always peonies, early, mid-season or late, sometimes
all three. Sometimes certain varieties fail or are very disappointing;
but that same year some variety, most notable for its uncertainty, will
be gorgeous.

Over the years I have tried to correlate weather with peony- 46 -



behavior, but with little success other than the obvious things such as
temperature and blooming time. However, of one thing I am certain:
Growing conditions during the previous season determine in large
degree the amount of bloom and probably have much to do with the
quality.
If good growing conditions obtain during the time when next

year's buds are forming (favorable moisture and temperature), there
will be more buds strong enough to make good stems and produce
flowers. If conditions are unfavorable, many buds will lie dormant
another year, or if they grow, have insufficient strength to develop a
flower, and the bud dies, a condition often erroneously attributed to
botrytis.
I am unable to produce evidence to support my contention, but I

believe that conditions during the latter part of the growing season
have much to do with the size and quality of flower. If I am correct in
that, it is a good argument for leaving the tops uncut until late,
perhaps until frost.

The quantity and quality of bloom we get in a given season, then,
are determined in part at least by growing conditions of the previous
season. This makes it easier to understand what happened this last
blooming season. I think in terms of my own garden conditions could
have been much different 20 miles away but there were similarities in
many respects over much of the peony growing area of the country.

Why is it not practical to replant peonies in the same location without
removing and replacing soil?
Peonies exhaust the soil of plant food elements they most require.
Why ants on peonies? They are attracted by the sugary exudate given off by

the developing bud and do no mechanical injury to the plant.
Do not remove the foliage of your peonies after blooming. The plants secure

nourishment in form of oxygen and nitrogen through the leaves.
When cutting the bloom for the house, leave at least two sets of leaves on

each stem. Do not cut all the flowers from the plant. It is better to leave at
least half the bloom.
This is peony planting time and will be for some weeks to come. Have you

ordered that much-desired peony that you saw last June when it was at its
best and you made your want list?
To enjoy them in your garden next spring means planting them this fall.

You can surely find a place for one or two, perhaps a dozen more and they will
add to your enjoyment after they become established.
Select a sunny location, either full sun or shaded only part of the day. They

must have good drainage, as they will not tolerate wet feet. They will grow in
good garden soil. Sandy soil makes more foliage, less bloom. Clay soil makes
slower growth but better flowers. A good garden loam is ideal.

Enjoy your peonies! Happy planting!
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS
For five times in the history of the American Peony Society, the an

nual show has been held in Canada.
Bulletin # 110 -
The first one was held at London in 1922.
Class 1 100 varieties won by Thurlows.
Second show at Toronto in 1936.
Class 1 100 varieties won by Harry F. Little.
Third show at Guelph.
Class 1 50-60 varieties won by William Brown.
Best bloom- YUKON-N. R. VanLoon.
Fourth show at Hamilton, 1974, Royal Botanical Gardens.
Grand Champion Princess Margaret Frank Howell.
Class 1 25 varieties Lienau Peony Gardens.
Fifth Show Hamilton, 1982, Royal Botanical Gardens.
Grand Champion T.P. Haku-Raku-Ten, John Simkins.
Class 1 25 varieties, Lienau Peony Gardens.

If you cut a tre«. plant a tree.
It Is nature's replaceable energy.

Caprice Farm
Nursery

Exciting new introduction:
LOUISE MARX (Marx)

A huge white Japanese a multiple petaled bowl with creamy
stamens. Mild honeyed fragrance, foliage large, and dark green.
2-4 side buds long lasting flowers.
The last of the Marx introductions. Good stock allows us to offer

strong divisions for only $20.00.
Our 1984 catalog is out.* If you haven't received one yet, write.

They are free.

Allan & Dorothy Rogers
15425 S.W. Pleasant Hill Road
Sherwood, Oregon 97140
503-625-7241

* We're listing many rare and hard-to-find hybrids.



Different, Exciting,
Great Fan to Read

For the gardener who wants to get more out of gardening!
Subscribe to THE AVANT GARDENER, the most useful,
most quoted of all gardening publications. Every month this
unique news service brings you the newest and most prac
tical on-going gardening information - new plants, products,
techniques, with sources, evaluations, feature articles. Now
in its 15th year. Awarded Garden Club of America Medal.
Curious? Sample copy $1. Serious? $10 for a full year (reg.
$15).

The flvant Gardener
Box 489S New York, NY 10028

"Schultz-lnstant"
LIQUID PLANT FOOD.
EAIV DIRECTIONS'7 dropsper quart water

Every time you water.
Every thing you grow."

Availableat yourstoreor send
$185 for SV202.. $320 for 1202
$470for 2802..(includesMailing

"Schultz-lnstant"
EASY DIRECTIONS

"M teaap.pergat water
Every timeyou water.
Every thingyougrow?

Availableat yourstoreor send
$320lor 1 lb . $1250 for 5 lb ,
$4600 for 25 lb . (lncludesMailing)'9t1A t ScrlunjBy m**t'lO*Pt«n' *
MtgbySCMULT2CO Si LomSMO USA-

WANTED - OLD BULLETINS
Write the Secretary,
2S0 lnterlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343

Brandpconks
Minnesotas
oldest nursery

Dependable since 1868

Catalog upon request

Brand
Peony Farm
and Nursery

V Box 842, St. Cloud, MN 56301
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1984 PEONY INTRODUCTIONS:

Chinese Type (Hybrid Origin): #199 prairie princess-#688 showgirl
Officinalis Hybrid: #141Delaware chief

Itoh Hybrid: #206 border charm
See "Registrations" this BULLETIN for descriptions.
Limited offering of named Hybrids and breeder plants.

Write or call for list from:
Don Hollingsworth
5831 North Colrain Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64151

Telephone: (816) 741-4739
Evenings, Early AM

«» »»»+»»»**

The New Peony Farm

Box 6105 St. Paul, Minn. 5511

» »
Display Advertising Rates Schedule

Single

Size of Ad
1/8 page
V* page
Vj page
Vj page
full page

Insertion
$ 7.50
12.50
15.00
20.00
30.00

4 Insertions
$ 25.00
40.00
50.00
65.00
100.00

\ttttttt*ttrtttett ft r r rf*«« «J«
* Peonies Iris Daylilies Perennials »

> < ,

Will purchase all types of jj
onies, regardless of quantity;;peonies

or age.

Also seeking soma
Itoh-Smirnow hybrids,

Fan-Tan and Oriental Gold.

Write giving details.
Smirnow's Son

Route 1
Huntington, New York 11743

mm Busse Garden Center
"'Dftt -Hinntxotu iPtunnial if-toftu

635 EAST 7th STREET
COKATO MINNESOTA 55321 (612) 2S6-2SS4

Catalog $1.00 refundable on first order
» +»+ J- 50 -



HARDY NORTHERN PEONIES

Beautiful Herbaceous and Tree Peony Hybrids.
Excellent quality. Exciting colors.

Catalog $1.00

David Reath
Hybrid Peonies Vulcan, Michigan 49892

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)
Enjoythis wonderfulflowerfromspringto autumnfrost. Its longbloomingseason will greatlyexpandyour gardenenjoyment.
Constant ImprovementsIn color, size, formandhabits insure rapidgrowthof interest In this fine perennial.
Four quarterly Journals are tilled with informative data on varieties,culture,performanceand progress.Many Round Robins open to participation.

Annual Membership 112.50

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
Joan D. Senior, Sec'y., Route 2, Box 360,DeOueen,Arkansas 71832

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU . . .
Basic informationon daffodil culture, typesand classification,

recommendedvarieties,showproceduresandplacesto buy bulbs.
TheDaffodil Journal, a quarterlyof theSociety,just full of informationyou shouldhave.
The privilegeof attendinglocal,regionalandnationalmeetings.
And new friendsall over the USA, all enthusiasticabout Daf

fodils.
AnnualMembership $10.00

Don't delay.Sendyour checktoday to:
AmericanDaffodil Society,Inc.

Miss LeslieAnderson
Rt. 3,2302ByhaliaRd .Hernando,Mississippi38632

fl fi D Nursery
Herbaceous Peony Specialists

Availability list free upon request.
Visitors welcome.

Alfred Mantegna Dwight Waitman
6808- 180th S. E.

Snohomish, Washington 98290
(206) 668-9690
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Our new full color catalog is
available now. Send $2.00,
refundable on first order. One
of the most extensive collections
of full color peony photos ever
assembled. A must for every
peony grower.

Klehm Estate Peonies
William Krekler Peonies
Brother Charles Daylilies
Dr. Robert Griesbach Daylilies
Nate Rudolph Daylilies and Iris

James Marsh Daylilies and Iris
Paul Aden Hosta

HLCHfll
nursery
2 East Algonquin Road
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

PEONIES IRISES HERMOCALLIS
Send $2.00 for our 99th Anniversary Catalog 96 pages in color,

(1984) deductible from first catalog order

PEAK PEONY BLOOM USUALLY THE 20-22ND OF MAY

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.
Dept. APS 9-84 P.O. Box 338, Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862-0338

TREE PEONIES OF THE WORLD
Also Herbace, Herbaceou Hybrids, Itoh Hybrids and Species.

Our new Catalog contains features for all enthusiasts.
* Lists of varieties from Mainland China
* Tips for the Home Gardener
* Aid to the Hybridizer
* Many color photographs of tree peonies and herbaceous-hybrids

SMIRNOW'S SON
ROUTE 1, HUNTINGTON, NEW YORK 11743

"You are more likely to find it here than anywhere else in the world."
Send $2.00 for Catalog which will be credited to first order.
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FIRST EDITION ....PEONIES
A HISTORY OF PEONIES AND THElR ORIGINATIONS

Compiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the American Peony Society

In Three Parts
I. VARIETY CHECKLIST

Based on a list compiled and edited
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gist, completed in 1956,
and kept on file at Kingwood Center, Mans
field, Ohio.
REGISTERED PEONIES
Compiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich
from bulletins of the American Peony Society.
All varieties registered with the American
Peony Society are listed.

INTRODUCERS OF PEONIES AND THEIR
PRODUCTIONS
Peony varieties listed by growers and de
velopers with emphasis on information pro
vided by George W. Peyton during the years
he was secretary and editor.

5,000 INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES
Peony growers who have had to rely on
fragmented sources for tracking down
peony varieties and their origins can now
avail themselves of this magnificent worlc
a spiral bound, 9x12 inch book which

lists and presents a capsule history of all
varieties in commerce. It is the result of a
monumental research, compilation and
editing effort by Greta Kessenich and the
nomenclature committee consisting of
three American Peony Society past presi
dents: Roy G. Klehm, Marvin C. Karrels,
and Clarence O. Lienau.

ORDER YOUR FIRST EDITION COPY NOWI
You'll enjoy this fine companion to your interest in peonies and will refer
to it many times during the course of your peony gardening activity.
It bears a beautiful color cover, contains 162 pages and is printed on
fine stock. Cover and all artwork contained inside is the work of artist
Joseph F. Kuczek. Price per copy $l0.00

American Peony Society
250 Interlachen Road
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

Please send me copies of "The History of Peonies and
Their Originations" at $l0.00 per copy for which I enclose $

Name

Address

City . State Zip
Order now for your Christmas gifts.


