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FROM YOUR
PRESIDENT

Dear Friends:
This year's peony shows were both supberb! The Society's show in

Janesville attracted a large number of enthusiastic viewers. Our Min
nesota show (held the following weekend) continues to grow in both
size and quality. Although we always need more exhibitors, these an
nual meetings are wonderful events.

Now, of course, is the time to expand your garden with additional
varieties for exhibition. One variety that had done very well in recent
shows is the Glasscocks' 'Old Faithful'. The plant bears huge dark red
flowers on stems that are very substantial. It is expensive and in short
supply but a superb peony.

I promised last year that I would report this fall on the use of
'Roundup' for control of perennial weeds in peony beds. Several
nurserymen told me that they have sprayed with this herbicide with no
damage to their peony stock. For what it is worth, that is exactly my
experience. Last September, I cut a field of peonies to the ground and
then had an agricultural service spray with Roundup. This year, there
was the expected marked reduction in weeds and no evident damage to
the peonies. Roundup is readily taken up by any green part of a plant
and for this reason, it is very important that the plants be cut down
before Roundup is used. Roundup is tightly bound to soil and inac
tivated so that the roots are not harmed.

Have a pleasant fall in the garden!

hi
t (W

Kent Crossley



CARD OF THANKS
Thanks and appreciation to Sandra and Roger Anderson for the ar

rangements and work done, making it possible for the 1989 convention
and exhibition of the American Peony Society to be at Janesville, Wisconsin.

Thanks to all the exhibitors for peonies displayed and to Chuck
Klehm and his staff of the Klehm Nursery for the hundreds of peonies,
exhibited in almost every class.

Working together and all members having a part made this exhibi
tion one to be remembered.

Special thanks to Kay Moats and Wilma Keyes, also all the
designers for the beautiful artistic display featuring peonies.

HIGH NOON AWARDED THE GOLD MEDAL
It is a great tree peony, a stately hybrid, with pure yellow

blossoms glistening in the early morning sunlight. High Noon reflects
the beauty and charm that one desires in a tree peony. The flowers are
cup-shaped and semi-double, each broad petal is slightly frilled. At the
base of the flower, there is a small red flare, all of which makes this tree
peony the center of attraction in any garden.

The plant itself is spectacular with its large leaves, retaining its
excellent form and foliage until the heavy frost season begins.

Give this plant plenty of room in your garden.
HIGH NOON is one of A.P. Saunders great luteas that has

reblooming tendencies.

COVER PHOTO
Mr. Max Reeher, U.S.D.A. entomologist, based at the Pacific

University, Forest Grove, Oregon, went to China in 1935 and on his
return brought 1000 Tree Peony roots and planted them on his proper
ty, on a two-acre plot. Every spring for 30 years he invited the public
to an open house to view them. When he died in 1971, the property was
sold to a Doctor in Portland, Oregon. He laid down black plastic over
the two acres. No care, fertilizer, water or weeding over the years. As a
result, weeds and bramble grass grew on top of the plastic in soil ac
cumulating from elements of the weather.

The plants survived as the roots went deep for nourishment. Five
years ago, Caprice Farm Nursery of Sherwood, Oregon, acquired these
tree peonies moving them to their own nursery, making huge divisions
at the time.

It is not known whether these 1000 tree peonies ever had a name or
if they were purchased in one lot from the farmers. Mr. Reeher gave
one root to his neighbor and you see it now, 54 years later in bloom.
Rick Rogers (5', 11") is standing in back of the peony.

The rugged tree peony!
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THE 86TH ANNUAL MEETING
84TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF

THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
JUNE 2, 3, 4, 1989

JANESVILLE MALL, 2500 Milton Ave., Janesville, Wisconsin 55345

COURT OF HONOR
Grand Champion-ROBERT W. AUTEN

Won by Robert Schmidt, Brecksville, Ohio
Double White BOWL OF CREAM-Carl Klehm
Double blush-NORMA VOLZ-Carl Klehm
Double light pink-HERMIONE-Carl Klehm
Double dark pink-FIRST LADY Carl Klehm
Double dark red-BEST MAN-Carl Klehm
Bomb any color-FESTIVA PIXIE-Carl Klehm
Semi double, any color-MISS AMERICA-Carl Klehm
Japanese any color RAY PAYTON Carl Klehm
Single, any color-DAWN PINK-Carl Klehm
Double hybrid-HERITAGE Joe Glocka
Semi double hybrid-ROBERT AUTEN Robert Schmidt
Single hybrid, any color-SALMON CHIFFON-Marvin C. Karrels
Japanese, hybrid single-DAINTY LASS Carl Klehm
Lutea, tree peony, any type or color MYSTERY W. G. Sindt
European tree peony-SOUVENIR De MAXIME CORNU Lucy Kajiwara
Japanese any type or color SHINTENCHI Marvin C. Karrels

DIVISION I. OPEN TO ALL EXHIBITORS
Class 101 Twenty-five varieties, any color or type. One bloom in separate
container.

1ST WON BY CARL KLEHM, BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS
Festiva Powder Puff, Sweet Sixteen, Red Grace, Cora Stubbs, Norma Volz,

Ray Payton, First Lady, Miss America, Petticoat Flounce, Postilion, Prairie
Moon, Paula Fay, Gerry, Garden Peace, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Etched
Salmon, Raspberry Ice, Salmon Chiffon, Do Tell, Golden Mandarin, Leda,
Mme. de. Verneville, Age of Gold, Kamada Nishiki, Kansas.

2ND WON BY JOSEPH GLOCKA, WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN
Garden Gold, Red Charm, Nevada, Cygnet, Heritage, Claire de Lune, Walter

Mains, Rushlight, Tenufolia Simplex, Seraphin, Majestic Rose, Lovely Rose,
Pico, Roselette, Illini Belle, Your Majesty, Buccaneer, Friendship, Edward
Steichen, Laddie, Kamada Nishki, M. Sisson, Fantasia, Rose Glory, Off. Otto
Froebel.
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Class 102 Fifteen varieties, herbaceous only, any type or color.

1ST WON BY CARL KLEHM, BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS
Kansas, Miss America, Red Charm, June Rose, Cora Stubbs, Mrs. Franklin

D. Roosevelt, Cheddar Supreme, Raspberry Ice, Flame, Paula Fay, Grates,
Bowl of Cream, Gay Paree, Burma Ruby, Coral Charm.

Class 103 Ten varities, herbaceous hybrid only, any type or color.
One bloom each, in separate container.

1ST WON BY CARL KLEHM, BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS
Heritage, Red Charm, Salmon Chiffon, Garden Peace, Prairie Moon,

Dainty Lass, Illini Warrior, Paula Fay, Salmon Glory, Coral Charm.
2ND WON BY JOSEPH GLOCKA, WEST ALLIS, WISCONSIN
Golden Glow, Nevada, Claire de Lune, Illini Belle, Your Majesty,

Buccaneer, Edward Steichen, Friendship, Laddie, Heritage.
3RD WON BY ROBERT SCHMIDT, BRECKSVILLE, OHIO

Red Alert, Bright Knight, Red Charm, Cytherea, Flame, Coral Fay,
Montezuma, Commando, Walter Mains, Red Red Rose.
Class 104 Ten varieties tree peonies only, any type or color. One
bloom each in separate container.
1ST WON BY MARVIN C. KARRELS, MILWAUKEE, WISCON
SIN

Roman Gold, Age of Gold, Silver Sails, Rocks Variety, Amber Moon,
Black Pirate, Marchioness, Yae Zakura, Godaishu, Shintenchi.

2ND WON BY CARL KLEHM, BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS
Shintenchi, Madame Andre de Villies, Banquet, High Noon, Rocks

Variety, Age of Gold, Boreas, Harvest, Kamada Nishiki, Gyoku
Ryoko.
Class 105 Five varieties Japanese type lactiflora only, any color.

1ST WON BY CARL KLEHM, BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS
Do Tell, Gay Paree, Cheddar Regal, West Elkton, Port Royal.

Class 106 Five varieties single type lactiflora only, any color, one
bloom each in separate container.

1ST WON BY CARL KLEHM, BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS
President Lincoln, White Wings, Pink Princess, Gratis, (name not

readable on entry tag).
THREE BLOOMS-ONE VARIETY LACTIFLORA ONLY, IN
ONE CONTAINER
Class 110 1. Carl Klehm - Powder Puff
Double White 2. Carl Klehm - Mother's Choice

3. Carl Klehm Festive Maxima
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Class 111
Double blush

2. Carl Klehm Rumpled Pink
3. Carl Klehm Norma Volz

Class 112
Double It. pink

Class 113
Double dk. pink

Class 114
Double red

Class 115
Semi double
blush or white
Class 116
Semi double
Pink
Class 117
Semi double red
Class 118
Bomb, any color

Class 119
Japanese white
or blush
Class 120
Japanese pink

Class 121
Japanese Red
Class 122
Single white
or blush
Class 123

Class 124
Single red

1. Carl Klehm - Pillow Talk
2. Carl Klehm Reine Delux
3. Carl Klehm Hermione
H.M. Carl Klehm Bessie
H. M. Carl Klehm Dinner Plate

1. Carl Klehm - First Lady
2. Carl Klehm - Glory Hallelujah
3. Carl Klehm Edulus Supreme
H.M.Carl Klehm June Rose
1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm
1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm
1.Carl Klehm

Felix Supreme
Best Man
Kansas
Miss America
ZuZu
Miss America
Nice Gal

1. Carl Klehm Hoosier land

1. Carl Klehm Petticoat Flounce
2. Carl Klehm Sweet Sixteen
3. Carl Klehm - Top Brass
H. M. Carl Klehm Raspberry Ice
1. Carl Klehm Cheddar Regal
2. Carl Klehm - Cheddar Elite
3. Carl Klehm Plainsman
1. Carl Klehm Gay Paree
2. Carl Klehm Cora Stubbs
3. Carl Klehm - Do Tell
H. M. Carl Klehm Paree Fru Fru
1. Carl Klehm Port Roy ale
2. Carl Klehm Ray Payton
1. Carl Klehm White Wings
2. Carl Klehm Snow Swan
3. Joseph Glocka Cygnet
1. Carl Klehm name incorrect, not pink princt v
2. Joseph Glocka Sparkling Star
1. Carl Klehm President Lincoln
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ONE BLOOM LACTIFLORA ONLY

Class 130
Double White

Class 131
Double blush

Class 132
Double It. pink

Class 133
Double dark

1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm
1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm
1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm

Bowl of Cream
Mother's Choice
Ave Maria
Festiva Powder Puff
Norma Volz
Annisquam
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Pillow Talk
Hermione

H. M. Carl Klehm - Bessie
I. Carl Klehm Glory Hallelujah
2. Joseph Glocka Rose Glory

pink 3. Carl Klehm - First Lady
Class 134 1.Carl Klehm - Best Man
Double red 2. Carl Klehm - Kansas

3. Carl Klehm - Bonanza
Class 135 1. Carl Klehm - Miss America
Semi double 2. Carl Klehm - ZuZu
white or blush 3. Carl Klehm - ZuZu
Class 136 1. Carl Klehm - Nice Gal
Semi double 2. Carl Klehm - Hoosier
pink
Class 137
Semi double red
Class 138 1. Carl Klehm - Festiva Pixie
Bomb white 3. Carl Klehm - Festiva Pixie
or blush
Class 139 1. Carl Klehm - Sweet Sixteen
Bomb pink
Class 140 2. Carl Klehm - Dixie
Bomb red 3. Carl Klehm - Raspberry Ice

H.M. Carl Klehm Richard Carvel
Class 141
Japanese white
or blush
Class 142
Japanese pink

Class 143
Japanese red

1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm
1. Carl Klehm
2. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm
1. Carl Klehm
3. Carl Klehm

Cheddar Royal
Cheddar Elite
Plainsman
Tom Eckhardt
Cora Stubbs
Gay Paree
Port Royal
Jessie
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Class 144 1. Carl Klehm Ala Mode
Single white 2. Joseph Glocka Pico
or blush 3. Carl Klehm Stardust
Class 145 2. Carl Klehm Sea Shell
Single pink
Class 146 3. Carl Klehm President Lincoln
Single red
THREE BLOOMS, ONE VARIETY HERBACEOUS HYBRIDS OR
SPECIES IN ONE CONTAINER.
Class 150 1. Carl Klehm - Prairie Moon
Double or semi- 2. Carl Klehm - White Charm
double white 3. Chris Laning -- Sunny Girl
blush or yellow
Class 151 1. Carl Klehm - Etched Salmon
Double or semi- 1. Carl Klehm - Coral Charm
double coral 2. Carl Klehm Salmon Glory
Class 152 1. Kent Crossley Paula Fay
Double or semi- 2. Chuck Klehm - Paula Fay
double pink 3. Robert F. Schmidt Cytherea
Class 153 1. Carl Klehm Diana Parks
Double or semi- 2. Carl Klehm - Red Charm
double red 3. Joseph Glocka Illini Belle

H.M. Carl Klehm - Illini Belle
Class 154 1. Carl Klehm Dainty Lass
Japanese
Class 155 2. W.G. Sindt - Claire de Lune
Single yellow
Class 156 1. Floyd Kimball Campagna
Single white or 2. Carl Klehm Garden Peace
blush
Class 157 1. Carl Klehm - Coral 'N Gold
Single coral 2. Carl Klehm - Vivid Glow

3. Carl Klehm - Salmon Supreme
Class 158 1. Carl Klehm - Friendship
Single pink 2. Carl Klehm - Glory Be

3. Joseph Glocka Friendship
Class 159 1. Carl Klehm - Scarlet O'Hara
Single red 2. Carl Klehm - Laddie

3. Carl Klehm - Burma Baby
H.M. Joseph Glocka Edward Steichen
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ONE BLOOM HERBACEOUS HYBRID OR SPECIES
Class 160
Double or semi-
double yellow
Class 161
Double or semi-
double white or
blush
Class 162
Double or semi-
double coral
Class 163
Double or semi-
double pink
Class 164
Double or semi-
double red

Class 165
Japanese
Class 166
Class 167
Single white or
blush
Class 168
Single coral

1. Marvin Karrels Prairie Moon
2. Carl Klehm Prairie Moon
3. Chris Laning Sunny Girl
1. W.G. Sindt Camelia
2. Carl Klehm White Charm

1. Carl Klehm Etched Salmon
3. Carl Klehm China Rose
H. M. Carl Klehm China Rose
1. Carl Klehm Paula Fay
2. Carl Klehm Ludovica
3. Carl Klehm Cytherea
1. Robert Schmidt Fayette
2. Carl Klehm Gerry
3. Joseph Glocka Illini Belle
H. M. Carl Klehm - Illini Belle
1. Robert Schmidt Walter Mains
1. Carl Klehm Dainty Lass
None
1. Floyd Kimball Campagna
2. Carl Klehm Marie Fisher

1. Marvin Karrels Janice
2. Carl Klehm - Coral 'N Gold
3. Carl Klehm - Salmon Chiffon

169, 169A, 169B Never recorded by clerk
THREE BLOOMS ONE VARIETY, THREE PEONIES ONLY, IN
ONE CONTAINER.
Class 170A
Japanese white
Class 170B
Semi double
Class 171 A

Japanese pink
single

Class 171B
Semi double

1. Carl Klehm Rocks variety

1. Carl Klehm Hakuow Jishi
2. Carl Klehm Hakuow Jishi
1. Marvin C. Karrels Guardian of
the Monastry
2. Carl Klehm Companion of Serenity

1. Carl Klehm - Yashika Shabaki
2. Carl Klehm Hana Kisoi
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Class 172C 1. Carl Klehm Howki
Japanese red 2. Carl Klehm Hinode Sekai
double
Class 173C 1. Carl Klehm Kamada Nishiki
double lavender- 2. Carl Klehm Kah hamn
purple 3. Carl Klehm Kamada Nishiki
Class 176A 1. Carl Klehm Roman Gold
Lutea single 1. Carl Klehm Golden Vanity
yellow 3. Carl Klehm Orion
Class 176B 1. Carl Klehm Alhambra
semi double
yellow
Class 176C 1. Carl Klehm Age of Gold
Double yellow
Class 177A 1. W.G. Sindt Mystery
Lutea blend 2. Carl Klehm Mystery
single
Class 177B 1. Carl Klehm Harvest
Lutea semi 2. Carl Klehm Coronal
double blend
Class 177B 1. Carl Klehm Leda
Lutea semi
double pink
Class 179A 1. Carl Klehm Icarus
Lutea single red 2. Carl Klehm Chinese Dragon
Class 179B 1. Carl Klehm Banquet
Semi double red
Class 180A 1. Carl Klehm Black Pirate
Dark red single
Class 180B 1. Carl Klehm Boreas
Semi double red 2. Carl Klehm Boreas

3. Carl Klehm Thunderbolt

ONE BLOOM TREE PEONY, ONLY

Class 185
Japanese white
single
Class 185B
Japanese semi
double white

1. Carl Klehm Rocks Variety
2. Marvin Karrels Rocks Variety

1. Carl Klehm - Haku Nishi
2. Carl Klehm - Haku Nishi
3. Carl Klehm Sushi Haku
H.M. Carl Klehm - Judy White
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Class 185C
Double white
Class 186A
Japanese pink
single
Class 186B
Semi double
pink
Class 186C
double pink
Class 187B
Japanese semi
double red
Class 188B
Japanese violet
semi double
Class 189C
Japanese double
maroon
Class 191A
Lutea yellow
single

Class 191B
semi double
yellow
Class 191C
double yellow
Class 192B
semi double
blend
Class 193B
Lutea semi-
double pink
Class 194A
Single red
Class 194B
red semi-double
Class 194C
double red
Class 195C
Double dark red
Class 196C 1.
European tree pony

1. Carl Klehm - Haku Benyi
2. Carl Klehm Haku Beyni
1. Marvin C. Karrels Shintenchi
2. Carl Klehm Companion of Serenity

2. Robert Schmidt Hatsu Hinode
3. Carl Klehm Hana Hisoi
H. M. Carl Klehm - Hana Kisoi
1. Carl Klehm Tama Fuyo
2. Carl Klehm Howzan
1. Robert Schmidt Howrei
2. Carl Klehm - Howki
3. Robert Schmidt Aya Goromo
1. Joseph Glocka Kamada Nishiki
2. Carl Klehm Kamada Nishiki
3. Carl Klehm Kohkanon
1. Carl Klehm Toichi Ruby

1. Carl Klehm Orion
2. Carl Klehm Roman Gold
3. Robert Schmidt Artemis
H. M. Carl Klehm - Golden Bowl
1. Carl Klehm - High Noon
2. Robert Schmidt Age of Gold
3. Carl Klehm Alhambra
1. Carl Klehm - Age of Gold

1. Carl Klehm - Harvest
2. Carl Klehm - Coronal

1. Carl Klehm - Leda

1. Carl Klehm Chinese Dragon

1. Carl Klehm Banquet

1. Carl Klehm - Mdm. Andre de Ville

1. Carl Klehm Vesuvian

Lucy Kajiwara Souvenir De Maxime Cornu
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DIVISION III. NOVICE.
THREE BLOOMS ONE VARIETY LACTIFLORA
IN ONE CONTAINER.
Class 305 1. Alice Hacker Rose Glory
double, any color
Class 316 1. Alice Hacker Rose Glory
Double pink
Class 318 1. Alice Hacker Miss America
semi double,
any color
Class 320 1. Alice Hacker White Cap
Class 321 1. Alice Hacker Krinkled White
Single any color
Class 322 1. Alice Hacyer Pink Hawaiian Coral
Hybrid any . Alice Hacker Pink Hawaiian Coral
color 3. Alice Hacker Cytherea

H. M. Alice Hacker Ellen Cowley
Class 323 1. Alice Hacker Golden Vanitie
Tree any color

DIVISION IV. SEEDLINGS AND NEW VARIETIES
Class 401 H.M. Chris Laning
Dark red Japanese seedling

H.M. Chris Laning
Double blush tree peony
Class 403 Special Award Chris Laning
Yellow double seedling

DIVISION V SPECIAL ENTRIES
Class 503 Multiple bloom, single stalk not budded

must show at least three open bloom
1. Carl Klehm Raspberry Ice
2. Klehm Nursery Festiva Pixie
3. Carl Klehm Raspberry Ice

Class 504 North Dakota Memorial Award
Five full doubles 1. Carl Klehm Kansas
any color First Lady

Festica Powder Puff
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Mother's Choice

If you cut a tree, plant a tree.
It Is nature's replaceable energy.-13-



DIVISION VII. ARTISTIC.
DESIGN EXHIBITORS

CLASS I-IN AN ORIENTAL MANNER
1. Kathy Bishop

1723 A Vermont Dr., Elk Grove, IL 60007
2. Lillian Sitek

235 Gale Ave., River Forest, IL 60305
3. Lenore Halac

6509 Blackhawk Trail, Indian Head Park, IL 60525
HM. Wilma Wiser

921 Hillcrest Dr., Ft. Atkinson, WI 53538

CLASS II-IN WISCONSIN'S WOODLAND PARADISE
1. Evelyn Partridge

8641 Skokie Blvd., Skokie, IL 60077
2. Lenore Halac
3. Rosemarie Kachik

648 N. Inverway, Palatine, IL 60067
HM. Wilma Wiser

CLASS III-IN A SCULPTURAL FORM
1. Lillian Sitek-GRAND CHAMPION
2. Mary Garrison

500 Franklin St., Geneva, IL 60134
3. Ann Zelisko

17 Princeton Rd., Hinsdale, IL 60521
HM. Wilma Wiser

CLASS IV-IN WISCONSIN'S NEW STAR
1. Joan Bradley

3023 Landstrom Rd., Rockford, IL 61107
2. Leila Bradfield

8110 Wi "M.L." Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49009
3. Lillian Sitek
HM. Evelyn Partridge

CLASS V-IN AN ARCHITECTURAL ALLUSION
1. Kay Moats-RESERVE CHAMPION

406 S. WaPella, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
2. Wilma Keyes

350 Sunset Ave., La Grange, IL 60525
3. Evelyn Partridge
HM. Rosemarie Kachik

HM Honorable Mention
Pictures Dr. Kent Crossley, photographer, the following four pages.
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1989 APS CONVENTION A SMASH!
Bob Schmidt, Brecksville, Ohio June 15, 1989

The highlight of the year for peony enthusiasts occurred this year
on June 2, 3 and 4 in Janesville, Wisconsin when the American Peony
Society held its annual exhibition at the Janesville Mall. Janesville is a
delightful town of about 50,000 people just across the Illinois border,
surrounded by prosperous rolling farmland. The Society is grateful to
Roger Anderson who lives there for proposing the site, and also
because it gave members a chance to tour his peony beds and observe
firsthand the work he is doing with the Itoh hybrids.

In spite of a second year of unusual and unfavorable weather (here
in NE Ohio we had more rain in May than any other month since
records were kept) and complaints were heard of not enough moisture
in southern Illinois. By Friday evening a large number of very fine
blooms began to appear on the preparation benches which were
already covered with bottles filled with water thanks to Roger
Anderson, Bill Seidl and their helpers. This was a great blessing for
the exhibitors. As always, it was fun to greet and be greeted by Greta
Kessenich, our indomitable and efficient secretary, and to see Marvin
Karrels selecting from his marvelous selection of blooms, after
recovering from a year of miserable health. It was evident that the
season was late, because even with the early date for the show, there
were more Japanese tree peonies than I can ever recall seeing before,
and of exceptional quality. Also, I would estimate that almost 95 per
cent of the blooms judged were hybrids or tree peonies which are the
first plants to produce their blossoms. Last year when it was so hot
and dry and the season almost two weeks advance, the percentage of
hybrid to lactiflora would have been more like 50-50.

Saturday morning, as usual, the tempo began to pick up as the
11:30 deadline approached and exhibitors began to hurry to get their
selections on the judging benches in the proper classes, among them
some very welcome fine blooms in the Novice Class, one of which end
ed up in the Court of Honor. My impression is that there were more en
tries in Class VI, the Court of Honor class, than usual, with some ex
ceptional Japanese tree peonies to choose between, Marvin Karrels,
"Shintenchi" in particular. A little spice was added this year by press
ing our two New Zealand visitors, the Hamiltons, into service as
judges of the Tree Peony classes. The benches were located at the cen
tral crossing point of the Mall under a skylight (unfortunately the sun
was not shining Saturday morning) with a raised section for the ar
tistic design competitors, and floor level benches for the rest. While a
mall may have some drawbacks as an exhibition site, there is no doubt
that it attracts many non-gardening types of people, who are there for
other purposes and would otherwise never go out of their way to at
tend a flower exhibition, to walk by the exhibits and almost all of them
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at the Janesville Mall were attracted to and overwhelmed by the beau
ty of the Peony, which is one of the primary reasons for the Exhibition,
in my opinion.

After the judging was completed, many attendees adjourned to
the Ramada Inn nearby where Bill Seidl put on a spectacular slide
show, and that evening the Annual Banquet and Root Auction was
held at the Alpine Restaurant, also nearby. The meal was excellent,
the reports brief, and the international appeal of the Peony was ap
parent when four guests coming from Japan, New Zealand, the
Netherlands and West Germany were introduced.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Saunders
Memorial Award, preceded by Eleanore Reath's reading of a very ap
propriate poem, and the award itself, given by Don Hollingsworth, to
Roy Klehm, in recognition for his work in three areas: as a breeder,
reproducing in volume and distributing both in the U.S. and
worldwide; his generous support, taking over as President 20 years
ago when the Society was at a low ebb financially and in number of
members, turning the situation around and then always being there
while the Society grew to its present healthy condition; and his ex
traordinary Advocacy of the Peony, having acquired at least five col
lections, putting them through the "Klehm" program, increasing their
numbers, and merchandising them with skillful use of color photos in a
yearly improved catalog in realization that there must be a large
volume of plants to supply the demand he was creating in the public.
Roy's heartfelt thanks to his mother, wife, daughter and sons for sup
porting him over the years in his "foibles" were touching, as were his
closing words when he hoped for many more "years of enjoyment of
God's greatest creation and gift to man."

The spirited root auction followed, let by auctioneer extraor
dinaire, Gus Sindt, and could have been an anticlimax, but wasn't, and
was a great financial success, thanks to the generosity of all the donors
of roots and plants.

Sundak morning the Board of Directors meeting was held at
Roger Anderson's home, and following that the Board joined many
other interested people in tramping over his peony beds to hear of his
work in hybridizing to produce a wider range of colors in the Itoh
hybrids we are all so interested in. Fortunately, the sun was shining
brightly in a crisp, clear sky which added much to the enjoyment.

A final visit to the Exhibition Sunday afternoon showed that the
sun shining made the display of peonies much more beautiful under
the skylight, that the show was of interest to many, many spectators
who were observing and taking notes of their favorites and asking
questions about the APS, its publications and the names of growers,
and I retain a strong impression that the abundance of seedling
blooms shown in the Class is evidence of good things to come for peony
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lovers (should we be called Peonists?). This was a fitting way to end a
most successful convention with many thanks due to Roger and
Sandra Anderson, Bill Seidl, Greta Kessenich, the Klehm organiza
tion, and all the others who so glady and generously contributed to the
success.

Next year, on to Kingwood at Mansfield, Ohio, June 8-10. Plan on
it!

PEONY SEED
Early seed for distribution. There will be a continuing list in the

December Bulletin.
All seeds are given to anyone asking for them. Include $1.50 for

packaging and mailing and send your request to:
Chris Laning
553 West F. Avenue.
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Lactiflora seeds collected from selected clones, colors being the
regular standard white, red, and pink.
Hybrids are from the advanced generation strains being developed for
a new range of colors and plant forms.
Hybrid strains being developed have the following parentages:
a. lactiflora
b. officinalis
c. macrophylla
d. mklokosewetschii
e. lobata
f. other species are used to enhance the gene pool.

Since seedings may or may not resemble the parents only general
similarities can be expected in colors, forms and approximate flower
ing dates.
Species seeds will not be available and seeds from yellow flowered
clones are in very short supply.

Seeds shipped in September will not be completely dry and may
start to mold. This does not cause any damage and the mold can be
removed with a household bleach such as Clorox.

If seeds are planted in early September, about 50 percent can be
expected to germinate the following spring the remainder the follow
ing year. That is why early shipments are sometimes desirable.

* * * * *

Soil is the secret for good peonies. A good garden loam that is
suitable for vegetables will also grow good peonies.

In planting leave three feet between each plant, measuring from
the crown. If space is no problem, four feet would be better.
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REGISTRATIONS
PETTICOAT PARADE (Roy G. Klehm-June 8, 1989)
Seedling # lost Parentage Line bred Mons Jules Elie x Charlies
White.

A delicate soft pink bomb with cream and white overtones. Single
to double row of guard petals. First bloomed about 1970. No seamens
or pollen. Reliable, fragrant, excellent stem strength, 36 in. height,
midseason bloom, deep dark green foliage.
GOLD RUSH (Roy G. Klehm-June 8, 1989)

Seedling #107J. Japanese, parentage line bred Bowl of Cream.
First year bloomed about 1970.

White with gold, Japanese blossom style with intense gold center
of wavy and curley stamenoides. Some white petaloids occasionally in
termixed. Double row of ruffled guard petals.

Good substance, abundant amount of bloom, ball form, no
stamens or pollen. Has seeds and is fragrant. Excellent stem strength,
30-36 in. height with deep, dark forest green foliage.

FRINGED IVORY (Roy G. Klehm-June 8, 1989)
Seedling #121 I, Double, Line bred Bowl of Cream, First bloomed

about 1970.
Ivory white, flat form double. Stamens show through. Double-

triple row of guard petals. Inner petals are fringed. Good substance,
has stamens and pollen, no seeds, mildly fragrant.

Very good stem strength, 34 in. height midseason bloom, foliage is
deep dark green.

50 YEARS AGO
A. M. Brand of the Brand Peony Farms in Faribault, Minnesota,

announces that he expects his peony and French lilacs to be in full
bloom beginning June 11. The gorgeous spectacle which his 50 acres of
peonies and 100,000 French lilacs in bloom presents is again expected
to attract thousands of visitors to the city.

Susan McKenna is executive director of the Rice County Historical
Museum. "Looking Back" is researched by McKenna from old issues of the
Daily News and predecessor weekly newspapers, and written on behalf of the
Rice County Historical Society.

OBITUARY
Mr. Roy Leighton of Edmonds, Washington passed away March

11, 1989. He owned and operated his peony and lilac nursery for 30
years. For 15 years he supplied cut flowers to the wholesale cut flower
companies prior to the sale of his business.
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SAUNDERS MEDAL AWARDED TO
ROY KLEHM BY DON HOLLINGSWORTH

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY BANQUET 1989

I think the following quotations are very descriptive of tonight's
recipient of the prestigious Saunder's Medal. Eleanor Reath.

TOROYKLEHM-
"the gooo pecson incReases the value of eveRy
otheR peRson whom he influences in any way.

now an& then we meet a man who seems to
live high aBOve the little things that vex our
lives, ano who makes us fORget them, he may
speak or he may Be silent; it is enough that he
lives an& that we aRe with him. When we face
him, we feel somewhat as we feel when we
fmst see the ocean, or niagaRa, or the alps,
or athens, or when we fiRst Reao the QReatest
poetRy. nothing is moRe like gReat poetRy
than the soul of a gReat man; an6 when the
gReat man is goo6, when he loves eveRything
that is Beautiful an6 tRue ano makes his life
like what he loves, his face Becomes
tRansfiguReo, foR the soul within him is the
light of the worIo.

le BaRon Russell Briqqs1"

'Charles L. Wallis, Words of Life, (1st ed.; New York: Harper & Row, Publishers,
1966) p. 128.

PRESENTATION OF THE AWARD
Mr. Don Hollingsworth continued with praise and admiration for work
done by Roy over the years. In using the engraved citations on the
medal, he elaborated on each selected phrase. The medal read:

Roy Klehm
Breeder of Peonies
Generous Supporter

Society Builder
Peony Advocate Extraordinary.

"He has contributed enormously to the furtherance of improvement
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of the peony, both directly and indirectly. He is not only a breeder of
new varieties, in conducting controlled pollinations but has brought
numerous new varieties of peony to the market. About 15 years ago, he
wrote for the Bulletin that his plan was to increase a selection to a
thousand pieces before bringing it to the market, a process which en
tails approximately 10 years of concentrated effort, during which
varieties have a better chance to show what they can or cannot do.

"Roy has gathered varieties from the introductions of other
breeders and given them space in his nursery for the same kind of
development process, where indicated. Established introductions of
other breeders are continually being brought into the propagation pro
gram at the Klehm Nursery. This has greatly increased the quantity
and quality of peonies available in the nursery trade.

"Roy has been and continues to be a generous supporter and
Society builder. He has given freely of his time and in the promotion of
the Society. He has supported every program and is an authority on
the peony, gives lectures, writes in detail about varieties and on all
aspects of peony growing. His guidance and enthusiasm has been as a
rock in the foundation of the Society.

"He has been president and on the Board of Directors for many
years. He was given the honorary degree of Director Emeritis two
years ago.

"Roy Klehm is indeed a peony Advocate Extraordinary. "On
behalf of the American Peony Society, its President and Board of
Directors and membership and through the Saunders Medal Award
Committee, this medal is presented to you, Roy, as a token of our
esteem for you and what you represent."

* * * *

Since the medal was designed in 1965 and introduced as a symbol
of distinction to those that have made important contributions in one
way or another in the advancement of the peony, the following have
received this A.P. Saunders memorial award:
Dr. John Wister 1968 for varied distinguished contributions to the
peony: Editor of the book 'Peonies,' Japanese check list, and has been
the founding father of many plant societies.
Mr. Edward Auten, Jr. 1968 outstanding contributions to garden
peonies and hybrids.
Mr. L.W. Cousins 1972 for hybrids achieved through a lifetime of
highly complex hybridizing.
Mr. Toichi Itoh 1972 Japan, for mastering the cross, considered im
possible between the herbaceous and the tree peony.
William Gratwick and Nassos Daphnis 1973 who first carried the
tree peony hybrids to advanced generations.
E.L. Pehrson 1973 a tireless helper in beginning hybridists.
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Silvia Saunders 1974 active sponsor in the new era in peony im
provement.
Chris Laning 1981 hybridist, expertise, distributor of plants and
seeds, Editor of Paeonia.
Louis Smirnow 1981 world wide collector of oriental tree peonies,
contributed information that has brought about a change in the
genetic pool for the tree and herbaceous peony.
Dr. David L. Reath 1983 creative scientific nurseryman, adapted
colchicine treatment to induce polyploidy in peonies.
Don Hollingsworth 1984 accomplished hybridist, tireless donor of
seeds and plants, prolific writer.
Roy Klehm 1989 joins this very distinguished group of people who
have given so much of their time and talent to the advancement of the
peony and the Society. He stands tall in his achievements, in giving to
the peony world great varieties of peonies of his own and of other
breeders that might have been lost as well as his continual generous
support, interest and work in the furtherance of the Society.

TO PLANT A PEONY
When planting the roots, dig each hole large enough to easily

accommodate the root without crowding it. The eyes should be as near
two inches below the normal surface as possible. If you wish to be ac
curate, take a stock about three feet long and nail a piece in the middle
that will extend exactly two inches down. Lay this stick across the
hole with this guide exactly in the middle of the hole. Take the root by
the piece of stem usually left and hold this stem upright and the roots
will be in a natural position. Let the tip of the guide touch the crown at
the bottom of the uppermost eye. Be sure you do not plant the root up
side down. It is amazing how often this is done. A normal division has
the crown on top with the eyes pointing upward and the roots exten
ding downward. Then fill in around the root with the soil, working it in
with your fingers, until no voids are left below the plant or among the
roots. Firm this soil well and fill it in until the roots are covered. Use
your feet, if necessary, to firm properly, being careful not to break the
roots or eyes in the process. Due care should always be used not to in
jure the root in any way. If eyes are accidentally broken off, new ones
will usually be formed, but the growth will not be as strong from them
as from the original eyes. When you have filled the hole and firmed the
soil to a point just covering the roots and eyes, pour in about a gallon
or more of water and let it settle, then fill with loose soil, mounding it
up a few inches for winter protection and to keep the roots from heav
ing. Mound will normally sink to proper level. If it does not, level it in
the spring.
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LETTER FROM ANDERSONS
We would like to thank all of you for the successful show at the

Janesville, Wisconsin Mall. As you know this was our first attempt at
anything like this and thanks to you and our family it went well and
was well received.

Many people visited our garden weeks after the show and said
they never realized that there were so many colors and varieties of
peonies.

We have now named our garden "CALLI'S BEAX JARDINS"
which means Callie's Beautiful Gardens. Callie was our delightful Pit
Bull Terrier who died two weeks before the show due to cancer. She
spent as much time as Roger did in the garden and is missed very
much by the whole family. Her name will live on.

Concerning Bartzella, First Arrival, Cora Louise, Lil Darlin' Greta
May, Luxuriant and those to be named this year; there will be a price
list out in the spring of 1992 and available in the fall of that year. Due
to limited supply, it'll be a first-come, first-serve basis.

Sincerely,
Roger and Sandra Anderson

WINTER PROTECTION OF PEONIES IN THE
NORTH

Winter protection is only necessary the first winter and will help
prevent heaving by frost. Mounding the soil over them several inches
is as good a method as any. Hay, corn stalks, evergreen boughs,
anything that will not mat down and make a soggy mass over the
crowns will do. Remove covering before growth starts in the spring.
Protection is beneficial in extremely cold climates and should be given.
No covering should be provided until the ground freezes up hard. Of
course, when a mound of dirt is employed, this must be done before
that time. ****

Peonies need a great deal of water from the time they come up un
til the blooms open, and again when they are making their eyes for
next year's growth. Nature usuallk supplies enough for their wants. If
the season is dry and the plants begin to wilt from lack of moisture, it
is wise to give them a thorough soaking. Enough water should be
given to wet the ground down to the bottom of the roots. Repeat when
the soil becomes dry.

Keep all fertilizer away from the crowns of the plants. There are no
feeding roots there. Spread it over the area where the roots grow, from
six to eighteen inches from the crown and thoroughly incorprate it
with the soild Use it with discrmtion.

Cut off all foliage and stems of peonies close to the ground and
burn, to prevent spread of disease. Early November is a good time to
do it. Just before that time is permissible.- 26 -



The American Peony Society holds the position of International
Registry Authority for the Family Paeoniaceae and Genus Paeonia.
This is a monogeneric family. The Society's status is as a horticultural
agency, not a botanical one, but it does have interest in the botany of
peonies.

The duty of the Society is to keep track of the horticulture of
peonies, register all cultivars (C.V.) in the genus, and adjudicate con
troversy. It is expected to hold a basic record of peonies in commerce
and gardens; that is, to list all cultivars in use. This list may soon
become complete.

The naming of species peonies is subject to botanical rules as
published. The naming of cultivars, however, is the responsibility of
the Society. Any new cultivar must be registered by the Society, which
will apply the rules of the International Code of Horticultural
Nomenclature and has authority to approve or deny the proposed
name. The chief, but not the only, reason for this is the prevention of
duplicate names, such as has existed for 'Venus' and many others.

The name must be approved before the cultivar is catalogued for
sold. The cultivar may not be shown under an unregistered name in
shows sponsored by the Society but may be shown under a number,
tentatively.

The Society also has the right to classify cultivars, if felt desirable,
and to name such classes examples: "Itoh Hybrids," and "Tenuifolia
Group." Since most cultivars are lactifloras, that group need not be
presently expressly named. But the coming hybrid groups quite
definitely need to be distinguised; and likewise all the present tree
peony population. As such plants go into commerce they will be sub
ject to the Rules. Personal names such as "Saunders" will be frowned
upon and groups may better be named by leading cultivars, such as
"Red-Charm Group."

The Secretary is supported in this work by a nomenclatural com
mittee of the Society.
Reprint for review of information.

* * * *

We now have the emblem of the American
Peony Society embroidered in bright and
beautiful colors. A shoulder patch, wear it on
your jacket, cap, T-shirt or any garment. Price
is $2 each.
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ANNUAL MEETING AND BANQUET
Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary/Treasurer

The annual meeting and banquet were held at the Alpine
Restaurant at Janesville, Wisconsin on June 3, 1989.

Promptly at 7 p.m. the dining room was filled to capacity with
members of the American Peony Society. Dinner began immediately,
with Chris Laning delivering the innovation. Roger Anderson
welcomed all people present. There were special introductions of
members by Roy Klehm from Japan and New Zealand and Dr.
Crossley introducing members from Holland and West Germany.
Each member in attendance was asked to introduce themselves with
the state they represented.

Immediately after the banquet, the business meeting began with
nominees read for member of the Board of Directors for the following
three years. The names of Don Hollingsworth, Marvin C. Karrels, Dr.
Carl H. Klehm, Dr. David Reath, Dr. Kent Crossley and Robert
Schmidt were placed in nomination for another three-year term. The
name of George Allen of North Canton, Ohio was also placed in
nomination to fill the unexpired term of one of the board members.
President Crossley asked for any nomination from the floor, there be
ing none, a motion was made, seconded and unamimously voted that
all nominees be elected.

The financial report and report of business activities for 1988-1989
was passed to all members. A motion was made and seconded that the
financial report be accepted as written.

At this time the Court of Honor flowers and their exhibitors were
read to the members.

President Crossley called for any new business that should be
brought to the floor at this time, along with any old business. There be
ing none, the business meeting was closed.

At this time the Saunders Memorial Medal was awarded to Roy
Klehm for his extraordinary work with peonies, in giving to the peony
world varieties of his own and those of other breededs, for his past and
present support in the advancement of the American Peony Society.

The medal was presented with an introduction of a reading by
Eleanor Reath, followed by the presentation by Don Hollingsworth.

The last event of the evening was thm peony auction. Many select
roots of the tree peony and of the herbaceous were donated as were
very beautiful plants of hosta and other intriguing potted plants that
any and all gardeners would like to have growing in their gardens.

Gus Sindt was the abctioneer who did a professional job, well
done. Thank you, Gus.
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JUNE 4, 1989 8:30 a.m.

Greta M. Kessenich, Secretary/Treasurer

The Board of Directors meeting was held at the home of Sandra
and Roger Anderson. The directors present were Dr. David Reath,
Michigan; Edward Lee Michau, Kansas; Chris Laning, Michigan;
Robert Schmidt, Ohio; W.G. Sindt, Minnesota; Don Hollingsworth,
Missouri; Dr. Kent Crossley, Minnesota; and Greta Kessenich,
Minnesota.

The meeting was brought to order by Dr. Crossley. He called for
the reading of the minutes, which were approved.

The first order of business was to elect officers for the following
year. A motion was made and unanimously approved that Dr. Crossley
would serve as President, Robert F. Schmidt as Vice President, Greta
M. Kessenich, Secretary /Treasurer.

A discussion followed for convention sites for the next three years.
The convention at Mansield, Ohio, Kingwood Center had already been
arranged for June 8, 9, and 10, 1990.

Two other sites were tentatively discussed. More information will
be coming in a later issue of the Bulletin.

At this time, the gold medal peony was selected. Presently under
consideration are: Roselette, Moon River, Hana Kisoi, Black Pirate,
High Noon, Sea Shell, Shentenchi, and America.

High Noon was awarded the Gold Medal.
Money was approved for the purpose of bringing the hybrid infor

mation up to date. Pictures of the hybrids are to be in color with
material included on the species, biographies of peony breeders and a
listing of all hybrids to date.

Nomenclature questions were discussed, specifically concerning
the publication of new variety registrations and the need for strict
editing of descriptions to assure conformity with the International
Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants. The Secretary and the
nomenclature committee were instructed to review current editing and
style practices and revise or elaborate them as deemed necessary to
achieve clarity and reduce confusion. This Society subscribes to the In
ternational Code and supports it by serving as the international
registration authority for cultivated peonies. The rules of forming
names of individual plants and of groups of similar plants are specific,
as necessary to avoid confusion in published information. For exam
ple, classifications that have been established and put into use cannot
ordinarily be changed.

The meeting adjoured at 11:30 a.m.
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REPORTING 1988 - 1989
We pause, as we begin to write this report, in memory of the men

and women of the Society that have departed this past year. During
the winter season as membership dues were received, many times a
note was written telling of their family loss. Every member has
become a friend over the years and we extend our sympathy again to
the families.

Your response to the membership dues letter mailed November 18
was so appreciated. All of our publications were well received, the com
bination of both has made it possible to meet all commitments for the
year.

The Handbook of the Peony was reprinted, with more information
regarding the tree peony. Containers for display of the peony bloom at
the National Exhibitions were purchased. Colored covers for the
Bulletin has increased the cost of publications. The emblem of the
Peony Society was made up in a beautiful embroidered pattern and
purchased so that you could display it on jackets, caps, t-shirts, etc.

Again we have the book, The Best of 75 Years, available. This is a
very popular book as it contains information on all phases of the
Society, history, and culture of both the herbaceous and the tree
peony, including propagating techniques.

Many letters have been received asking for information and recom
mendation of fungicides for peonies as some are now banned for garden
use. Also for the formula of fertilizer used, when and how often. As the
membership is increasing, this information is very important. We ask
for articles for the Bulletin on culture and the above.

Referring to the financial statement, that in itself tells you of the
activity of this office. We are pleased to report that we have a net gain
over last year. All money listed is in the savings account, with the ex
ception of a checking account for current expenses. All bills are
promptly paid and there are no outstanding accounts.

With special thanks to you, we close our books for 1988 - 1989 hav
ing had a very successful year.

Sincerely,

Greta M. Kessenich
Secretary/Treasurer
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
June 1, 1988 - June 1, 1989

Balance on Hand June 1, 1988 $ 63,774.94

Receipts:
Membership Dues $ 8,122.75
Advertising 432.50
Rent: Colored Slides 61.67
A.P.S. Auction 1,875.00
Registration Nomenclature 75.00
Contributions . . 518.00

11,084.92

Publications:
Handbooks 433.80
"The Peonies" 471.50
History of Peonies and Their Originations .... 390.00
Book, A.P.S. "75 Years" 150.00
Book, Peonies 1976 - 1986 529.50
American Tree Peony Book .4,432.00

6,406.80

Interest on Savings 6,676.44

Total Receipts $ 24,168.16
$87,943.10

Disbursements:

Publications-Four Bulletins
June, September, December, March $5,291.00

American Peony Society Postage 2,181.34
Office Supplies 895.08
Exhibitions 3,049.44
Printing . , 3,608.98
Miscellaneous 249.39
Refund 76.00

Total Disbursements $ 15,351.23

Balance on Hand June 1, 1989 $ 72,591.87
Greta M. Kessenich
Secretary/Treasurer- 31 -



RAISING PEONIES FROM SEED
Edward Auten, Jr. Bulletin No. 114, Sept. 1949

New peony varieties are obtained by raising plants from seed.
However, the new plants almost never come exactly like either of the
parents. Most of them will be singles, reverting back to the wild single
form, even if their parents were semi-doubles, Japs or doubles. The
tendency is for nature to perpetuate the species, not the individual
variety, so that the specimen worth keeping is very much the excep
tion and most seedling plants are of no value.

Peony seeds of common albiflora species are dark brown and about
the size of small buckshot; of the officinalis species, oval and shiny
blue-black. Seed ripens in August or early September. One pod frpm a
bloom of a single variety might yield 20 to 50 seeds; from a semi-
double, possibly only two or three. So, while is is easiest to collect seed
from the big podded types, it is wise to save carefully all seed from
doubles or semi-doubles even though it will be found in limited
amounts. One grower made the statement that he planted only the
largest seeds most probably a mistake.

Seeds should be planted immediately after picking. If hard and
dry when planted, say in September, most of them will he rormant all
the next growing season. In late fall they send down a long root and
then the second spring leaf growth appears. However, if the seed is
picked before it gets hard, planted and kept moist until winter, many
of the seeds will send down their root the same fall and send up leaves
the first spring. Seed does not ripen evenly and it is impossible to tell
just when it is safe to pick it. If too green, it will rot and thus perhaps
the very variety that would have paid for your work may be lost. So, if
using seed from hand crosses or from extra special kinds, it is safest to
let the seed get ripe and take the extra year.

Seed should be planted in well-drained, rich soil, without fertilizer
and in the full sun. Sow one inch deep in rows six inches wide, the seeds
an inch or two apart. Or, if one has plenty of room, plant in single rows,
seeds four or five inches apart. They can then be left until they bloom,
saving a year or two, but it means much more work than to plant the
seed thickly and then transplant it.

If the ground is dry, soak the bottom of the row before planting
the seed and again after covering. A light mulch of lawn clippings will
help to hold moisture the first fall and thus hasten germination. Very
fine results have been obtained by making the top three inches of soil
of the seed bed a mixture of one part small grained Vermiculite with
two parts of soil. This works as well as, or better than, a mulch. Any
mulch should be taken off very early the first spring. If seed is hard
when planted, a rinsing in a mild solution of permanganate of potash,
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with a complete rinsing afterwards with clear water, will kill any blight
spores which might be present. Never plant seed where peonies have
been grown.

It is commonly said that it takes five years to get a peony bloom
from seed. With a combination of favorable conditions, bloom might
be obtained in three or rarely in two years. The first leaves on a
seedling come in varying shades of green and red. Occasionally, a plant
will appear with white or almost white leaves. These are the runts,
those endowed with the poorest factors of the genetic line, and almost
invariably die the first year.

Seedlings may be transplanted either the first or the second year
after they come up. Unless they are too crowded, it is best to wait until
the second or even the third year, as germination is not complete until
then and the bed can be torn up too soon, to the detriment of the late
comers. They can be transplanted when the root is the size of a match
but the ideal size is when the root is one-third to one-half inch in
diameter. There is great variation in size and vigor of seedlings of the
same age. Set them in rows three to four feet apart, the eyes a scant
two inches deep, with the plants 10 to 14 inches apart in the row. Do
this in early fall and thereafter treat the plants the same as mature
peonies. As a preventative, the baby plants can be sprayed once or
twice a season with half strength Bordeaux solution to prevent blight.

As the plants increase in size, great difference in plant
characteristics will appear in height, color of foliage, stiffness of
stems, number of stems, leaf placement on the stem, shape of leaves
and time of coming through the ground in early spring. These are all
factors to be considered in choosing a new variety for introduction and
much study can be given during the years before a block of plants
bloom. One is almost certain to find some plants that seem to be ideal
in all plant characteristics then most likely when the plant blooms it
is off color, or of poor substance and hopes are all turned to disppoint-
ment. But then, someday, right in the midst of a lot of ugly, weak and
worthless plants a bloom will appear that seems to be just made to
order and one immediately forgets all the disappointments.

When a good one is produced, the first desire is to divide the plant
and increase the stock as rapidly as possible. However, a seedling
plant during its first year of bloom is somewhat like a youth of high
school age, not able to stand the hard knocks and its full possibilities
are not always apparent. Dividing a seedling plant in the fall after it
first blooms sometimes seems to ruin the constitution of the plant a
shock from which it does not recover. So, it is best to let new plants
bloom two or three years before dividing them. Little time is lost by so
doing, as some new kinds never do better than the first year, while
others will not show at their best until several years later. Thus more
effective selection can be made from older plants.

Seedlings large enough to divide are treated like any other peony.
On an average, three to five divisions can be made from the original-33-



plant. Once again it is best not to hurry division. It is better to let
them grow four or five years rather than two or three. Your rate of in
crease will be almost as fast and bloom will be much more
characteristic.

What proportion of good ones can you expect from a block of seed
lings? That varies. There used to be a saying that one could expect one
worthwhile specimen out of a thousand plants. Ninety percent singles
might be called average. Many of them are lovely when they open, but
soon flop or fade badly. It is just as difficult to get a high class single
as a double. My best record was 60 percent doubles and semi-doubles
out of a lot of 98 plants. These came from one seed parent, possibly
from two pollen parents. At least 16 of the 98 were named, others
could have been had they not been too similar to those already named.
One attempt to get new Japs resulted in only three percent of Japs, all
inferior, but with some fine singles and semi-doubles. On the next at
tempt 25 percent Japs, some of the very finest, were procured. Seeking
new white Japs, 60 plants worth advancing were obtained from 420
plants and five have been named. Some other crosses, many of them in
fact, have been complete flops, even though the results should have
been outstanding.

Do not try to originate new kinds unless you have patience, per
sistence and can stand innumerable disappointments. The ultimate in
peonies of the pure P. albiflora species has not yet been attained. In
selecting seed parents, look first to plant vigor, rapidity of increase,
resistance of roots to decay, resistance to blight and then to color and
type. The whole process is a gamble; you may get a magnificent double
where you expected to get a Jap; you may get a hideous color from
outstanding parents, good color from poor color. In other words, you
do the work and take what Nature decides to give you. A dozen poor
seedlings from one certain cross does not prove the uselessness of that
cross. It might take hundreds of that cross to get the best
characteristics in one new quantity. Do not think all doubles are worth
saving, don't worship size and do be familiar with all the fine kinds
now in existence so that your standard of judgment will enable you to
know a good new peony when you get it.

* * * *

SAVE TIME BY PLANTING SEEDLINGS
Grown from seed by Chris Laning
One year old roots $10.00 per dozen
Two year old roots $15.00 per dozen
Three year old roots $20.00 per dozen

(Choice of lactifloras or advanced generation tetraploid seedlings.)

CHRIS LANING, 553 West F Ave., Kalamazoo, Ml 49007
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THE PEONY PRODUCERS
By Peter Arthur The New Zealand Gardener

The world's biggest producer of herbaceous peonies, Roy Klehm,
his wife Sarah and their two sons, spent three weeks in New Zealand
during January combining a speaking tour with a holiday.

Roy came to this country at the invitation of Sir Peter and Lady
Elworthy, who are growing peonies west of Timaru. Roy spoke and
showed slides to gardening groups in Christchurch, Queenstown,
Craigmore Farm, to Duncan and Davies staff in New Plymouth and to
the Rotura Rhodedendron Group.

Roy is the fourth generation of his family to run Klehm Nursery,
which is in Illinois, near Chicago. His grandfather began the business
in 1852, growing Colorado Spruce for Christmas trees. The nursery is
surrounded by fields of soya beans and corn and with not a shelter belt
or wind break for miles. "We just don't get wind like you do," he said.

His slides showed seemingly endless rows of peonies, hostas and
daylilies. When Roy was a boy the nursery grew two hundred acres of
herbaceous peonies for the cut flowermarket. Each cut stem was 105
centimetres (42 inches) long. Today they grow only ten acres of peonies
for the cut flower market but are the world's biggest producers of
tubers for sale.

Tree peonies are another specialty, with 15,000 being grafted each
year. The greatest emphasis is on the Japanese moutan peony. "The
Japanese varieties came to America all mixed up and it has taken us
some time to get them sorted out," he said. "We are concentrating on
about 30 varieties, some of which are giving us flowers up to 27 cen
timeters across and have buds three times the size of your fifty cent
piece."

A good tree peony, 'Rocks Variety,' named after the American
plant hunter Joseph Rock, is also being used in the breeding pro
gramme. Rock discovered this peony at a lamesery (monastery of
lamas) in Tibet. He was told where he could find the plants growing
wild but there were none as good as the specimens at the lamestery,
from which he managed to collect six or seven seeds and send them to
America and to Kew Gardens. Thankfully some of the seeds ger
minated; soon afterwards the lamasery was invaded by the Mongols
who destroyed everything, including the peonies.

For grafting tree peonies Roy Klehm uses the herbaceous peony
'Scarlet O'Hara,' with a shoot thicker than a thumb, as an understock.
Grafting is carried out in Illinois about the 25th of August. Cuts are
made with a single edged razor blade which, for reasons of hygiene, is
dipped in alcohol after every second plant. The graft is kept tight with
budding strip, dipped in Benlate and Captan, then sealed from the air
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with grafting wax. It is then planted out in the open ground, covered
with wood chips or bark to act as a mulch then covered with 2

millimetre thick black plastic.
In Illinois the ground can freeze to 90 centimetres deep water

pipes have to be buried at least 120 cm to stop them freezing. When
the first crocus flowers open it is time to remove the black plastic,
keeping it handy in case of a late frost, and to wait for the new peony
shoots to apppear. The mulch of bark or wood chips keeps the weeds
down and the moisture and temperature levels constant. The grafts
are left in the beds for a year then potted into five litre containers for
sale.

According to Roy, tree peonies like some shade and in good soil
could get their roots down to two metres with the plant eventually
growing 1.2 to 1.5 metres high by the same across. He concluded his
peony slides with pictures of Japanese corsage peonies flowers with
most unusual colours and forms.

Roy aptly described hostas as "peaceful, restful plants for quiet
places." He grows 80 different varieties including all the latest
releases of top hosta breeder Paul Aden, who is also author of The
Hosta Book.

Roy showed a slide of a new hosta called 'Great Expectations'
which came from the garden of John Bond (Keeper of the Saville
Garden at Windsor he came to New Zealand two years ago as the
guest of the New Zealand Rhododendron Association.) Hosta 'Blue
Angel' is a variety with particularly good flowers and Roy now has
several from Paul Aden with fragrance.

Klehms also grow 75 acres of daylilies and have some fascinating
new varieties including miniatures (which only refers to the flower
size not plant size) with a very striking dark eye. Although the
daylily or hemerocallis flower only lasts one day, there can be 400 buds
on one clump and they open out overga long period.

At the peak of the season the nursery employes 300 staff, with 100
on full time. Perennials account for only 20 percent of the business,
tree growing being the major activity.

Bill Robinson, of Thermal Nurseries, who sponsored the Klehm's
visit to Rotorua, is importing plants from the Klehms including
peonies, hostas and daylilies, but they have to go through customs and
quarantine formalities and then be bulked up before coming onto the
New Zealand market. ****

Some convenient time after September the tops of herbaceous
peonies should be cut to the ground and all foliage and stems collected
and burned as a preventive of disease. Never cut them down im
mediately after bloooming, as it will mean the eventual death of the
plant. They may be trimmed back, after blooming, to the first leaf
under the bloom. - 36 -



ANCIENT BEAUTIES ARE HARDY SURVIVORS
By Darrel Koehler, Herald Staff Writer,

Grand Forks Herald, North Dakota

Like diamonds, peonies are forever.
Properly planted, peonies will bring enjoyment for generations.

Typical are peonies that were planted nearly a century ago on
cemetery plots and still bloom faithfully each spring.

Among the showiest of all garden perennials, these colorful
beauties come in shades of white, pink and red. They are approaching
peak bloom locally.

Little wonder the peony is so popular in the Red River Valley of
North Dakota. A native of China, where it long delighted its emperors,
it's right at home here. Alas, our Dixie friends will never know the
delights of the peony. It doesn't get cold enough down South for them.

Besides required cold temperatures, and we get lots of that, the
valley's heavy, clay soil is ideal for peonies.

Frances Kannowski, 1205 Belmont Road, longtime Grand Forks
park district director and peony aficionado, is a veteran supporter of
this colorful flower.

"We had many peonies in city parks years ago. There was a big
ring of them over at Central Park," she said. Fittingly, when the
Kannowski Park was created on a downtown Grand Forks river bank,
it was planted with peonies.

Kannowski also was a longtime supporter of the state peony show
here, which, unfortunately, has been discontinued.

Peonies require sparse care. Kannowski, for instance, basically
practices sanitation removing the dying foilage in autumn and
minor feeding.

Prompt foliage removal prevents botrytis blight, which causes rot
ting of the stems and buds, and finally the leaves, during a wet spring.
The only major detractor of peonies, it can be controlled with
fungicide. Few insects attack peonies.

She also scratches a shallow trench around the circumference of
each peony and then sprinkles a handful of bone meal within it.
Peonies like phosphorus and bone meal provides a slow, but steady,
diet of it during the growing season.

The peony the common name for the genium Paeonia consists
of about 33 species, including both herbaceous and shrub types.
Today's garden catalogs list numerous varieties, including the tradi
tional double-flowered kinds so popular here.

Herbaceous peonies also include single, Japanese and anemone
types. The doubles now in bloom have large, fragrant blooms, up to
6 inches across with numerous petals.- 37 -



Woody-stemmed or tree peonies don't die to ground level. They
have numerous large flowers, which resemble crinkled, crepe paper,
and come in vivid colors. Tree peonies bloom earlier than the
herbaceous kinds.

Anyone can raise peonies. Your planting site should be sunny with
well-drained, slightly acid, soil. They prefer full sun, but don't like wet
feet. When you plant peonies, they will be left undisturbed for many
years. So, consider them permanent.

Late September or early October. Either purchase roots from
garden centers, or if a friend is dividing peonies, mooch some roots.
Each root should have five eyes or buds at the top. One eye will work,
but it is chancy.

Kannowski said one method of achieving long-term fertility is to
dig a deep hole, fill it with well-rotted manure, cover with dirt and then
plant peony roots.

Others dump old meat bones or scrap iron chunks in the bottom of
the hole for drainage and as a nutrient source, each plant needs a
2-foot-square hole of superb soil.

If there's one rule in having success with peonies it's this: Eyes
must be precisely 1 Vt inches below the soil level. Mulch new-planted
beds the first winter.

If you want big, really big, blooms, Kannowski advises removing
tiny pea-sized buds and only allowing one main central bud to grow.
For cut flowers, remove peony blooms when half way open. Blooms
can be refrigerated, slowing them down for that special big day.

There are, of course, the ants. Ants often are attracted to the sweet
sap exuded by the peony buds. Simply tolerate them.

There's seldom a blooming problem, but reasons for such failure
include being planted too deeply, too much shade, poor nutrition or
botrytis. ****

The best time to plant peonies is in the fall, beginning with
September in the North and October in the South, and ending when
the ground freezes up for the winter. In the South, they should not be
planted after active growth starts, which is in January or early
February. Spring planting is not advised for the South, even though
the roots have been kept in cold storage. They begin to grow at once
and have no connection, by feeder roots or otherwise, with the ground
and, hence, often die from the heat and lack of nourishment.

Spring planting is more successful in the North provided it is done
early.

Pot-grown plants may be planted at any time.
If absolutely necessary, they may be moved at any season of the

year, even when in full leaf or bloom.
This practice is neither recommended nor encouraged. It always

results in a serious set-back for the plant and may cause its death.- 38 -



Virginia-Grown
Peony Roots
Thank You! Thank You!

For Your Generous Response to
My Ad in Last FalVs Bulletin.

More Old Favorites for W:
"KRINKLED WHITE" $4
"MONS. JULES ELIE" $5
"FESTIVA MAXIMA" (a few) . . $5
"KANSAS" (a few) $7

All Cuttings 3+ Eyes/Root.
Minimum Order (may be mixed) 3 Roots.

Postpaid Anywhere in Continental U.S.
Cash/Check w/Order, Please No Plastic.

No Orders Filled After November 30th.
No Sales to Virginia Residents.

Inquire Early for Wholesale Quantities.

GRANVILLE HALL
RT. 6, BOX 7365

GLOUCESTER, VA 23061

TEL: 804-693-3919
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The Permanent Metal Label
A Hairpin Style Markers 30 for $ 8.70
B Plant or Shrub Labels 100 for $ 6.70
C Cap Style Markers 30 for $ 9.10
D Swinging Style Markers .... 30 for $ 7.40
E Rose Markers 30 for $ 8.20
F Tall Display Markers 30 for $11.35
G Tall Single Staff Markers ... 30 for $ 8.55
H Flag Style Markers 30 for $ 7.15
J Small Plant Labels 100 for $ 6.50
K Tie-On Labels 100 for S 9.60
M Miniature Markers 30 for $ 6.90

lNTRODUCTORY OFFER
1 EACH; A, B, C, D, E, H, J and K with Waterproof Crayon

ONLY $3.00

Paw Paw Everlast Label Company
P.O. BOX 93-AP

PAW PAW, MlCHlGAN 49079 0093

QUANTITY PRlCES A VAILABLE PRlCES INCLUDE PREPAID POSTAGE

"Schultz-lnstant"
LIQUID PLANT FOOD
'7 dropsper quart water

Every time you water.
Every thing you grow."

"Schultz-lnstant"
EASY DIRECTIONS

"'A teas}),per gaL water
Every timeyou water.

Every thingyou grow.

.GoodfeiMfcMpng.

ableatleadingGardenCentersandPlantDepartme

Display Advertising Rates Schedule
Single

Size of Ad lnsertion 4 lnsertions
1/8 page $ 7.50 $ 25.00

V* page 12.50 40.00
'/a page 15.00 50.00

Vi page 20.00 65.00

full page 30.00 100.00

Brand
peonies
Featuring many of the

old varieties, as well as
exclusive new varieties.

Catalog upon request.

Brand
Peony Farm
and Nursery

, Box 842, St. Cloud, MN 56301y



The New Peony Farm
Quality herbaceous peonies

Our catalog is free on request

Box 6105 St. Paul, Minn. 55118

HEMEROCALLIS (Daylily)

Enjoy this wonderful flower from spring to autumnfrost. Its long blooming seasonwill greatly
expandyour gardenenjoyment.

Constantimprovementsin color, size, form, andhabitsensurerapidgrowthof interestin this fine
perennial.

Four quarterlyJournals in excessof 100pagesarefilled with informativedataonvarieties,culture,
performanceandprogress.Some color included.Many Round Robins opento participation.

Join THE AMERICAN HEMEROCALLIS SOCIETY
Annual Membership $18.00

Elly Launius, executive secretary 1454 Rebel Drive Jackson, Mississippi 39211

INTERESTED IN DAFFODILS?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP BRINGS YOU
Basic informationon daffodil culture, types and classification.

recommendedvarieties,showproceduresandplacesto buy bulbs.
The Daffodil Journal, aquarterlyof theSociety,just full of infor

mationyou shouldhave.
The privilegeof attendinglocal,regionalandnationalmeetings.
And new friendsall over the USA, all enthusiasticabout Daf-

' 1 Annual Membership $15.00

Don't delay.Sendyour checktoday to:
AmericanDaffodil Society, Inc.

Executive Secretary Mrs. Paul Gripshover
1686Gray Fox Trails

MHford, Ohio 45150-1521

Peonies Hosta Iris Daylilies Perennials

Busse Gardens
"C7£f tMinntiota {Ptitnniaf ZPtofiCt

"

RT. 2 BOX 238
COKATO, MINNESOTA 55321 (61 2) 286-2654
Catalog $2.00 - Deduct on First Order
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PEONIES, TREE PEONIES and DAFFODILS

Grown in Michigan's North Country.
Your assurance of quality, hardiness and vigor.

Send $1.00 for our color catalog.

REATH'S NURSERY
100 Central Blvd., Vulcan, Michigan 49892

PEONIES HEMEROCALLIS
Send $2.00 for our 103rd Anniversary Catalog 92 pages in color,

(1 988) deductible from first catalog order.

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC.

Dept. APS 989 Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862-0338

CAPRICE FARM NURSERY offers hundreds
of varieties of HEMEROCALLIS, PEONIES,
HOSTA, IRIS ENSATA and SIBIRICA in a

brand-new 1989 Catalog $1.00 (refundable).

CAPRICE FARM NURSERY
15425 SW Pleasant Hill Rd.,

Sherwood, OR 97140

PEONY SPECIALISTS

Peony And Perennial Nursery

6808 180th S.E. Snohomish, Washington 98290
For current list, send $1 refundable with first order

Acres of peonies and hostas Visitors welcome
(206) 668-9690
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E6TATE PEONIES
From America's Foremost Peony Grower

Estate Peonies
Tree Peonies
Fancy Hosta
Tetraploid

Hemerocallis

Siberian lris
Pulmonaria

Achillea
Asarum
Ferns

'Petticoat Flounce'
Send $4.00 for our NEW 1989 Color Catalog

(fully refundable with first order)
Route 5, Box 197 Penny Road

South Barrington, Illinois 60010-9555
Call Toll Free 1-800-553-3715

i
1 CHAS. KLEHM & SON SlNCE 1852 1

Til llnursery
1 ^ 1
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Compiled and edited
by Greta M. Kessenich

A compendium of authoritative articles
gleaned from 75 years of American Peony Society bulletins

Those of you who pursue the study
of the peony with diligence
know that there are very few books

on the market dealing with the peony in
depth. The Best of 75 Years is destined
to be a landmark edition for decades to
come. it touches on subjects dealing
with peony culture, history, exhibitions,
peony ratings, nomenclature and new
propagation techniques written by
botanists, growers and hybridizers since
the founding of the Society in 1904.

Bylines such as Saunders, Auten,
Peyton, Wister, Ga/le appear through
out supported by sucti contemporaries
as Krekler, Wild, Hollingsworth, Lienau,
Karrels and scores of others ... all ex-

Lj crS

cerpted intact from the American Peony
Society's rare, near intact set of
bulletins issued since 1904.

Every copy sold will be registered in your
name as a charter subscriber.

Vinyl cover, 8V»x11, 226 pages, price S15
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FIRST EDITION ....PEONIES
A HISTORY OF PEONIES AND THEIR ORIGINATIONS

Compiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the American Peony Society

In Three Parts
VARIETY CHECKLlST

Based on a list compiled and edited by
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gist, completed in 1956,
and kept on file at Kingwood Center, Mans
field, Ohio.

REGlSTERED PEONlES
Co npiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich
from bulletins of the American Peony Society.
All varieties registered with the American
Peony Society are listed.

lNTRODUCERS OF PEON1ES AND THElR
PRODUCTlONS

Peony varieties listed by growers and de
velopers with emphasis on information pro
vided by George W. Peyton during the years
he was secretary and editor.

5,000 INDIVlDUAL ENTRlES
Peony growers who have had to rely on
fragmented sources for tracking down
peony varieties and their origins can now
avail themselves of this magnificent work

a spiral bound, 9x12 inch book which
lists and presents a capsule history of all
varieties in commerce. It is the result of a
monumental research, compilation and
editing effor tby Greta Kessenich and the
nomenclature committee consisting of
three American Peony Society past presi
dents: Roy G. Klehm, Marvin C. Karrels,
and Clarence O. Lienau.

ORDER YOUR FIRST EDITION COPY NOW!
You'll enjoy this fine companion to your interest in peonies and will refer
to it many times during the course of your peony gardening activity.
It bears a beautiful color cover, contains 162 pages and is printed on
fine stock. Cover and all artwork contained inside is the work of artist
Joseph F. Kuczek. Price per copy $10.00

American Peony Society

250 Interlachen Road

Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

Please send me copies of "The History of Peonies and
Their Originations" at $10.00 per copy for which l enclose $

Name

Address

City State Zip



Second Edition

10-YEflR
UPDATE

Registered Peonies
and Tree Peonies

PEONIES
1976 - 1986

Compiled and edited by Greta M.
Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the
American Peony Society.

Serious peony growers now
have access to another
monumental work designed to
identify historic peony varieties
and their originations as well as
exciting new varieties registered
with the American Peony Socie
ty in the last decade. Handy new
6x9-inch spiral-bound book with
full color front and back covers
is printed on heavy stock for
heavy field use. Nomenclature
committee: Roy G. Klehm, Mar
vin C. Karrels and Don Hol-
lingsworth, past presidents of
the American Peony Society.

ORDER YOURS NOW
Owning a copy will be an ex
hilarating experience for
dedicated growers of her
baceous and tree peonies
throughout the world. Be one of
the first to own one!

Postpaid $10.

Send your order to:

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road
Hopkins, MN 55343


