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Announcing
The limited
publication of
a "TABLE TOP"
edition devoted
exclusively to

AMERICAN
TREE

PEONIES

Appended cultural notes cover:
Tree Peony history
Planting and general culture
Propagation by root grafting of
scions
Pruning, fertilization, winter
protection, etc.

63 BRILLIANT FULL
COLOR PHOTOS

True, tree peonies with their 1400 year
history are not native to America. But a
class of exceptional HYBRID tree
peonies are. Efforts by seven world
renowned American hybridizers* who
successfully cross-pollenated P. Lutea
with P. Suffructicosa are covered in this
limited edition. Photos are razor sharp
in detail and reflect all the brilliance
and subtle hues of these native
Americans, including the new genera
tion of ITOH's.

A.P. Saunders,WilliamQratwlck,NassoaDaphnis,
DavidReath,ToichiDomoto,
DonHollingsworthandRogerAnderson

$25 Postpaid

Compiled and edited by
Greta M. Kessenich;
photos by Roy Klehm
and David Reath

Send check or money order to
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343



A VALUABLE PEONY
REFERENCE VOLUME HIGHLIGHTING

HYBRID
PEONIES

Zhe
American

Mybrid Peony

Herbaceous
Peonies in

FULL
COLOR!
Photos
130 Herbaceous

Hybrids
32 Species
All Named
Biographical Data
208 Pages
6 5/8"x91A"
Hard Cover
Embossed in Gold

Devised and
Compiled by

QrctaM- Kessenich,

Don Hollingsworth
Hybridizing and
bibliography

Ever since contemporary hybridizers unraveled the
mysteries of cross pollinating peony species, hybrid
crosses have received spellbound attention. This long-
awaited effort adds to the excitement of growing
peonies. Photos permit comparing your hybrids with
those authenticated by the hybrid committee
plus scores of sideline notes and general ^ _ _information. Be one of the first$^O.UU
to own this premiere edition, just Postpaid

Send check or money order to

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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President's Message
Dear Friends:

As I sit down to write in mid-January the hoarfrost, the kind
which coats everything, has the landscape transformed nearly to a
Winter Wonderland for the second morning in a row. Not enough,
however, to completely hide the drabness of exposed soil, in our typi
cally barren Midwest U.S.A. Winter. A cold front will follow. And,
more fronts will follow after.

Nevertheless, we are past the Winter solstice and the days are
getting longer. Locally, it will now be only eight or ten weeks until
the advancing bronze and purple shoots of peonies will inaugurate
another Spring season. Our favorite flowering plant can be counted
upon to contribute some of the first color in the Spring garden.
Peony flowering commences within another month wherever the ear
liest flowering kinds are grown.

Peony flowers open during a six-week long period in our garden,
starting with some of the earliest species and hybrids and peaking
with a magnificent show of the Lactiflora varieties during the final
two and one-half weeks of the season.

The season can be made even longer through the simple expedi
ence of storing cut flowers. The basic rule in storing for home or local
use is to cut them in the soft bud stage (the unopened petals giving
the feel of a fresh marshmallow when squeezed lightly). Allow any
dew or raindrops to dry, then wrap bunches of stems in sheets of
paper newsprint will do and lay flat on a refrigerator shelf. The
refrigerator needs to be operating satisfactorily in order to avoid
freezing, as may happen when a cooling unit is faulty. Especially if
using a frost-free refrigerator, be sure to enclose the wrapped bunch
in a plastic bag to prevent undue drying. That is the basic procedure
for getting them into home storage.

Coming out of storage, cut the stem ends back about an inch, to
fresh tissue, and place them in buckets or vases filled with water to
restore moisture and allow them to open. Six hours to overnight will
usually be plenty of time for them to be ready to arrange.

Some years ago we cut and stored about 400 stems of Hybrids
and Lactiflora peonies to be used for a daughter's wedding. The flow
ers were kept in two apartment-size refrigerators for up to four
weeks, depending on their time of bloom. We left the shelves in one
box for those r with medium stems and the other had shelves
removed so we to handle quite long stems. It all worked just fine.
The floral designer actually used about 200 stems, along with other
foliages and filler flowers from the garden, supplemented by sally
foliage and a few gladioluses from the florist. (We find it a good plan
to store about twice as many stems as needed for we don't always get
them cut just right some don't open right, and some may be "over
the hill" when removed from storage.)

Best wishes for a great Spring season!
Don Hollingsworth, Missouri
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SECRETARY'S NOTES
We have just completed our 90th year since the American Peony

Society was organized and incorporated. During this time, there
have been peaks and valleys but with all working together, the Soci
ety is financially sound. Our book inventory has been replenished
and four Bulletins are mailed to you every year.

An important part of this organization is the Bulletin. It is the
means of conveying information of general activities of the Society,
and the peony. We need you and any assistance you can give by sub
mitting your own material, or material that you may find elsewhere.
We strive for a better and more informed publication. The Bulletin
belongs to you; it is paid for from your membership dues. To each of
you personally, the President, Vice-President, Board of Directors, and
the entire membership, thank you for all your past work and now we
look to a new year with enthusiasm and a continued progress of the
Society. To each and every one, your material for the Bulletin is so
important, and we ask that you use the Bulletin for the interest of all.

* * * *

If my time permitted I would like to write each one of you and
thank you for the beautiful cards and messages that you sent all
through Christmas. It was my pleasure, and truly a gift from you, as
I read every card and letter. Your remembrance is so appreciated.

Word has just been received of the passing of two of our members.
Many of you will remember the articles in the Bulletin written by Rev.
Joseph A. Syrovy. He was Pastor of St. Mary's Church at Vining,
Iowa. He retired and was living in Villa Raphael, Dubuque, Iowa. He
grew many herbaceous peonies and tree peonies around his church.

Mr. Clyde Goodman lived at Oregon, Wisconsin. He had a fine
dwarf apple orchard, and grew many peonies. I first met him long
ago at the Milwaukee National show when he brought some peony
foliage that was blackened and dead. This was in June. He had just
received a report from the University of Wisconsin that the disease
was Phytophthora blight, and recommended a fungicide to use. It
was successful. A picture of this foliage was taken by Mr. Gus Sindt,
and the article and picture was in Bulletin #231. A repeat of this
article is in the March Bulletin, #285. Mr. Goodman passed away
Nov. 10, 1993. He was born 1903.

* * * *

Don't be impatient if your plants do not give you bloom the first
season after planting. Many will, while others take longer to estab
lish themselves. Remember, a peony will last a lifetime, so be
patient for a year or two to give it a chance to develop into maturity.
The third or fourth year after planting will see it at its best. Of
course, it will develop for years.

Greta M. Kessenich
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NOTICE
Species program at the Convention

Mr. Walter Goode, Editor of Schweizer Staudengarten of Switzer
land, will show species slides and talk about them Saturday, June
4th. He is familiar with the location of species in the wild in the
Mediterranean region as well as other countries. He has close con
tact with Dr. Osti and Professor Hong Tao, and their work in China
in search for species. One of his articles was translated from the
German language for the American Peony Society Bulletin #284.
The number of letters that are received regarding the species shows a
very decided interest in the plants, and for location of seed. Mr.
Goode will be at the Exhibition all day Saturday.

A cordial invitation to all.
Greta M. Kessenich
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TO REACH THE CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN
For the benefit of those wishing to attend the Convention, Chica

go Botanic Garden is located on Lake-Cook (a.k.a. County Line)
Road, just east of Edens Expressway (Route 41). From the north
take 1-94 south to Waukegan Road (Rte. 43) exit, go southeast to
Dundee Road (Rte. 68). Turn left (east) on Dundee to Skokie Blvd.
The Sheraton North Shore Inn is just south of the intersection. To
reach the Courtyard of Marriott and the Botanic Garden, turn left on
Skokie Blvd. and go 1.3 miles north to Lake-Cook Rd. The Courtyard
is on the northeast corner of the intersection. Turn right (east) on
Lake-Cook Rd. and go about .7 mile to reach the entrance to the
Botanic Garden. If coming from O'Hare International Airport, exit
the Tri-State Hwy. (1-94) north till it joins with and becomes 1-94.
Exit Deerfield Road east to Waukegan Road (Rte. 43), south on
Waukegan Rd. to Lake-Cook Road, east on Lake-Cook Rd. to
entrance (2.5 miles). From the south, around Lake Michigan, to
avoid downtown Chicago, take 1-80-94 till it joins up with 1-294, fol
low 1-294 north, past O'Hare Airport and continue as above. To go
through Chicago, take either 1-90 or 1-94 north till they join, continue
north till they separate and follow 1-94 (Edens Expressway) north till
it joins with Rte. 41. Follow Rte. 41 north to Lake-Cook Road and
exit eastbound. There is no interchange at Lake-Cook Road and the
Tollway.

In cutting flowers for show purposes it takes experience to know
just when the proper time for cutting arrives. A few points to
remember follow: Singles, semi-doubles and Japanese type varieties
can be cut in firmer bud formation sacks over the buds he has
selected for his exhibition bloom well in advance of cutting them.
This cutting should be done just before the calyx breaks, or when
there is a slight feeling of softness under the touch. Bags should not
be removed to determine this stage of development in fact, they are
not removed until after they have been taken to the show room from
the storage room, the stems freshly cut, and they are ready to be
placed in containers of fresh water. If the specimens are pretty well
developed in the sack, it might be left on until ready to remove them
to the various classes provided by the exhibition committee. It is
most interesting to watch them unfold with all their loveliness, as
though they were eager for competition and to display their beauty to
the public. The sacking will retain all the delicate tints and shades
that the sun would soon dissipate otherwise. It is like cutting a bud
about to burst into bloom and removing it into the house for its final
dress rehearsal.

W. F. Christman
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THE 91 ST ANNUAL MEETING
89TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION

OF
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

Chicago Botanic Garden
Glencoe, Illinois June 3, 4, 5, 1994

All events, except the annual banquet, will be held at the Chicago
Botanic Garden, Lake-Cook (a.k.a. County Line) Road, Glencoe, Illi
nois. The annual banquet will be held at the Sheraton North Shore
Inn, 933 Skokie Boulevard, Northbrook.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, June 3

3:00 - 11:30 p.m. Prepare show entries
Saturday, June 4

6:00 - 11:30 a.m. Set up and enter exhibits
11:30 a.m. Judging begins

Lunch on your own. There is a restaurant in a
building adjacent to the exhibition hall.

1:30 - 5:00 p.m. Show open to the public
2:30 p.m. Peony seminar Visitors welcome!
6:00 p.m. Happy hour The Greenery, Sheraton North

Shore Inn
7:00 p.m. Annual banquet The Greenery, Sheraton North

Shore Inn
9:00 p.m. Annual meeting (in banquet room)
10:00 p.m. Peony root auction (donated roots)

Sunday, June 5

8:00 a.m. Board of Directors meeting at Botanic Garden
10:00 a.m. 5:00 p.m. Show open to the public
Reservations for the banquet must be received no later than May

21st. The cost is $25.00 per person. State your choice of entrees: (1)
Chicken Sheraton, (2) Roast Sirloin Strip. Mail to Charles Klehm &
Son Nursery, Route 5, Box 197, South Barrington, Illinois 60010;
Attention: Lori Kaltsos. Credit cards accepted. Make checks payable
to Klehm Nursery (not The American Peony Society) as Klehm Nurs
ery is responsible for paying for the banquet. Phone 708/551-3720.
FAX number 708/551-3336. No reservations will be accepted the day
of the banquet.
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HOTEL/MOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT - 1505 County Line (Lake-

Cook Rd., Highland Park, Illinois 60035 (Phone 800/321-2211 -

ask for Highland Park Motel).
Rates: $60.00 per room, king or two double beds. Deadline for

reservations is May 12th. Local phone number is 708/831-3338.

SHERATON NORTH SHORE INN - 933 Skokie Boulevard,
Northbrook, Illinois 60062 (Phone 800/535-9131 or 708/498-6500).

Rates: $65.50 per room, king or two double beds. Deadline for
reservations is May 19th.

RULES FOR SPECIMEN EXHIBITS
1. All entries must be completed and in place by 11:30 a.m. on
opening day.

2. All entries must have been grown by exhibitors.
3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely as

to class, variety, and name and address of exhibitor. In addition,
each variety must be identified with a small wood tag with the
variety name legibly printed thereon. Entry tags may be obtained
in advance from the secretary of the American Peony Society. The
exhibitor or his agent shall be responsible for proper completion of
the entry tags.

4. Stems should be approximately 12" long (tree peonies excepted.)
5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry each in classes 101, 102, 103,

104, 105. 106, 201, and 301. In all other classes up to two entries of
each variety are permitted; however, any number of different
varieties may be entered.

6. The show committee may combine or divide classes if the number
of entries warrants it.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in the Open and the
Amateur classes. It is recommended in the Novice classes, but no
entry shall be disqualified for failure to identify.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the show committee and
must be in all classes.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types
and color.

10. Anemone types such as Gay Paree shall be shown as Japanese.
11. Awards need not be given to unworthy exhibits.
12. Flowers are to remain as placed on the show tables by the exhib

itor, moved only when necessary, and then the exhibits must be
kept in the same position.

13. The decision of the judges is final NOTE: See Page 14. Division
VI-COURT OF HONOR CANDIDATE CLASS

14. The best seedling judged by the seedling committee will be dis
played on the Court of Honor.



DIVISION 1. Open to all Exhibitors.
Class 101 American Peony Society Award

Twenty-five varieties, any color or type.
One bloom each in separate containers.

102 American Peony Society Award
Fifteen varieties, herbaceous only, any typs or
color
One bloom each in separate containers.

103 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any typs
or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

104 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, Tree peonies only, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

105 Five varieties, Japanese Type lactiflora only, any
color
One bloom each in separate containers.

106 Five varieties, single type lactiflora only, any color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three Blooms, one variety lactiflora only, in one container.
Class 117

118
119
120
121
122
123
124

Semi-double red
Bomb any color
Japanese white or blush
Japanese pink
Japanese red
Single white or blush
Single pink
Single red

110 Double white
111 Double blush
112 Double light pink
113 Double dark pink
114 Double red
115 Semi-double white or

blush
116 Semi-double pink

One Bloom Lactiflora Only
Class

130 Double white
131 Double blush
132 Double light pink
133 Double dark pink
134 Double red
135 Semi-double white or

138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146

Bomb white or blush
Bomb pink
Bomb red
Japanese white or blush
Japanese pink
Japanese red
Single white or blush
Single pink
Single red

blush
136 Semi-double pink
137 Semi-double red
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Three blooms, one variety Herbaceous Hybrids or Species in one con-
tainer.
Class

150 Double or semi-double white, blush or yellow
151 Double or semi-double 155 Single yellow

coral 156 Single white or blush
152 Double or semi-double 157 Single coral

pink 158 Single pink
153 Double or semi-double 159 Single red

red 159A I too, hybrid any color
154 Japanese, any color

One bloom Herbaceous Hybrid or Species
Class

160 Double or semi-double yellow
161 Double or semi-double white or blush
162 Double or semi-double coral
163 Double or semi-double pink
164 Double or semi-double red
165 Japanese, any color
166 Single yellow 169 Single pink
167 Single white or blush 169A. Single red
168 Single coral 169B. Itoh hybrid, any color

Three blooms, one variety, tree peonies only, in one container.
Class

170a Japanese (Moutan) White, Single
170b semi-double 170c double

171a Japanese (Moutan) rink, Single
171b semi-double 171c double

172a Japanese (Moutan) Red, single
172b semi-double 172c double

17,",a Japanese (Moutan) Violet single
(Really purple lavenders) 173b semi-double 173c double
174a Japanese (Moutan) Maroon single

174b semi-double 174c double
175a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single

175b semi-double 175c double
176a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single

176b semi-double 176c double
177a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single

177b semi-double 177c double
178a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single

178b semi-double 178c double
179a Lutea Hybrid, red, single

179b semi-double 179c double
180a Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single

180b semi-double 180c double
11



One bloom tree peony only.
Class

185a Japanese (Moutan) white, single
185b semi-double 185c double

186a Japanese (Moutan) pink, single
186b semi-double 186c double

187a Japanese (Moutan) red, single
187b semi-double 187c double

188a Japanese (Moutan) violet, single
188b semi-double 188c double

189a Japanese (Moutan) maroon, single
189b semi-double 189c double

190a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single
190b semi-double 190c double

191a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single
191b semi-double 191c double

192a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single
192b semi-double 192c double

193a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single
193b semi-double 193c double

194a Lutea Hybrid, red, single
194b semi-double 194c double

195a

196c

Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single
r . 195b semi-doubleEuropean tree peony 195c double

DIVISION II AMATEUR: Open to exhibitor who raise peonies chiefly
for pleasure, sell plants or cut flowers only
casually, and do not grow more than 200
plants.

Class 201 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three blooms, one variety lactif lora only, unless otherwise stated, in
one container.
Class 205 Double white or blush

206 Double pink 210
207 Double red 211
208 Semi-double any color 212
209 Bomb any color 213

One bloom lactiflora unless stated otherwise.

Japanese any color
Single any color
Hybrid any color
Tree any type or color

Class 220 Double white
221 Double blush
222 Double light pink
223 Double dark pink
224 Double red

225 Semi-double any color
226 Bomb any color
227 Japanese any color
228 Single any color
229 Hybrid any type or color
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DIVISION III NOVICE: Open to all amateur gardeners who ex
hibit peonies only at local shows.

Class 301 American Peony Society Award
Five varieties any type or color in separate con
tainers.

Three blooms one variety lactiflora, unless otherwise stated, in one
container.
Class 305 Double any color

306 Semi-double, any color 308 Single, any color
307 Japanese, any color 309 Hybrid, any color

One bloom lactiflora, unless otherwise stated, in one container.
Class 315

316
317
318
319

DIVISION IV:
401

402

403

DIVISION V:
Class 501

Double white or blush
Double pink
Double red
Semi-double any color
Bomb any color

320 Japanese any color
321 Single any color
322 Hybrid any color
323 Tree any color

Seedlings and New Varieties.
Seedlings.
Three blooms, one variety in one container, not
currently introduced.
Variety must have been divided at least once.
Must be shown under name or seedling number.
New Varieties :
Three blooms, one variety in one container. Lim
ited to varieties named and registered with the
American Peony Society and introduced no earlier
than five years prior to show date.
Awards given in the two preceding classes may be
Certificates of Merit or Honorable Mention at the
discretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards.
Varieties having won either award in previous
competition may not be shown again in that class,
except that varieties shown in class 401 may be
shown again in class 402 rejrardless of awards.
Seedlings :

One bloom. This class is for display only,
No awards will be given and any seedling entered in
class 401 is ineligible
Special Entries.
Commercial Exhibit.
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Collection by commercial grower of 25 to 50 varieties in
separate containers. A placard approximately 9" x 14"
may be furnished by the exhibitor to identify his dis
play.

502 Visitor from greatest distance.
Five different varieties any type. Mileage verified on en
try tag.

503 Multiple bloom.
Single stalk not disbudded. Must show at least three
open blooms.

Class 504 North Dakota Memorial Award

Five full doubles, named varieties, any color.
One bloom each separate container.
One entry per family.
This class not considered for Class VI.

DIVISION VI: Court of Honor Candidate Class
Court of Honor blooms will be selected from this Division.
Exhibitors are urged to enter their best bloom and are limited to two
in each class.

Judges may select two blooms from the floor in addition to place
ments, for consideration of Grand Champion on the Court of
Honor.

One bloom Lactiflora
Class 601 Double white

602 Double blush 606 Bomb any color
603 Double light pink 607 Semi-double any color
604 Double dark pink 608 Japanese any Color
605 Double red 609 Single any color

One bloom Hybrid or Species
Class 610 Double any color

611 Semi-double any color
612 Single any color
613 Japanese any color

One bloom Tree
Class 614 Lutea any type or color

615 European any type or color
616 Japanese any type or color

Class 617 One bloom Itoh Hybrid any color.

Grand Champion
The best flower in the show will be selected from all
named entries in the show.
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DIVISION VII. ARTISTIC CLASSES
THF.MTC: A STROLL THROUGH OUR BOTANICAL GARDENS

CLASS I TURNBULL WOODS: A sculptured design with
weathered wood or other man-made materials added

CLASS II WATERFALL ROCK GARDEN: A creative design
using water and rocks

CLASS III THE ENGLISH WALLED GARDEN: A creative
mass design

CLASS IV THE JAPANESE GARDEN: A design in the orien
tal manor

CLASS V THE DWARF CONIFER GARDEN: A creative line
mass design incorporating some conifer plant material (conifer mate
rial need not be dwarf)

ARTISTIC DIVISION RULES
1. An Exhibitor may make only one entry per class. All must be

the work of the Exhibitor.
2. Peonies should be featured in all arrangements. Peonies need

not be grown by the Exhibitor and some will be available from the
committee. Other plant material may be used in all classes.

3. Accessories and/or bases may be used in all classes.
4. No artificial flowers or foliage permitted.
5. Entries must be placed from late afternoon on Friday, June 3

and from 7 to 11:00 a.m. Saturday, June 4, in the Botanical Gardens
Exhibit Hall.

6. While the show management will excercise due caution in safe
guarding exhibits, it cannot assume responsibility for injury or loss.

7. Personally owned properties must be claimed immediately
after the show closes at 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 5. No removal of
designs before show closes. Properties belonging to the Exhibitor
should be marked with the owner's name (not in view).

8. All artistic designs must be registered by June 1, 1994. Please
call or write to: Kay Moats, 406 S. WaPella Ave., Mt. Prospect, IL
60056; telephone (708) 392-4847 or Lois Virta, 209 Withorn Ln., Mt.
Prospect, IL 60056 (708) 255-1090.

9. Judging Artistic Exhibits will be done by qualified artistic
judges, and the decisions of the judges will be final.

A Grand Champion rosette will be awarded to the best in the
show. A Reserve Champion rosette will be awarded to the second
best.

If you cut a tree, plant a tree.
It is nature's replaceable energy.
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THE PEONY IN MYTH AND MEDICINE
by James K. Langhammer

Frequent references have been made to use of peony plant prod
ucts for medicinal purposes, especially in ancient times. Recently I
ran across an interesting reference written by James Underwood
Crockett in PERENNIALS (The TIME-LIFE Encyclopedia of Garden
ing, 1972). It would appear that in the Mediterranean area at least,
the harvesting of peonies was a worrisome labor! The Greeks, by
whom the peony flower was considered a charm against evil spirits,
believed the plant was protected by woodpeckers. If a gardener were
to attempt to cut a flower in daylight, his eyes might be pecked out
by a woodpecker. Thus, Greeks harvested the flowers at night while
the birds were asleep. Apparently Romans were even more supersti
tious! They believed that a peony plant when dug up would emit a
low groan and that anyone who overheard the sound would die. To
safeguard themselves, the Romans would tie a dog to the peony.
Then by baiting the dog with morsels of meat thrown from positions
beyond earshot of the plant's magical protestations, the Romans
could have the dog uproot the plants without danger to themselves.

Considering that peonies are, after all, "root-crops," perhaps we
should garden by the light of the full moon while wearing ear plugs
and goggles for safety!

THE PEONY SEASON!
DO YOU GET YOUR TWO MONTHS' WORTH?

by James K. Langhammer
I've grown peonies for more than fifty years and have been an

APS member for twenty years. Although I'm not actively involved in
the Society's core functions, I've met many of the best known growers
and I actively collect peony literature. One thing has always puzzled
me and that is the Society's failure to promote the long blooming sea
son of peonies.

Garden writers throughout the country each Spring write article
after article about the Memorial Day "pineys," and even the best gar
dening texts rarely ascribe more of a season to peonies than "late
May through early June." If you read the catalogs of APS' most sup
portive member growers, little is ever said about the true length of
blooming season available. A few catalogs have begun using designa
tions such as VERY EARLY and VERY, VERY EARLY, but most,
still continue the standard LATE designation.

In my opinion, APS does itself and the peony great disservice in
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not better publicizing that peonies are NOT A SHORT SEASON
FLOWER. In my garden of 45 varieties, I expect the season to begin
essentially May 1 and without interruption to last between seven and
eight weeks depending on daytime heat during June. From conver
sations with many APS members, I find that usually they are aware
of this long season of bloom but that they do not promote it even
though this "short season mentality" is the most commonly heard
reason for why gardeners do not utilize more peonies in their land
scaping.

Over the years I have communicated with Ned Bayley, Orin Fra-
zier, David Reath, Dot Rogers, Greta Kessenich, and Charles Kroell,
among others, in my efforts to extend the peony season by even a few
days forward or backward into the year. This is not as easy as it
might seem since local climatic conditions can subtly affect bloom
time for a given variety. Consequently, the absolute sequencing can
vary for varieties X, Y, and Z when grown at different latitudes or
elevations, and probably a host of other micro-habitat considerations
come into play as well. Nonetheless, the experiences of other growers
can certainly afford you clue toward providing you with the longest
bloom season in your own circumstances.

The EARLIEST peonies to bloom have been the hardest for me to
pinpoint. I still have found no peony that is earlier for me than the
SINGLE-FLOWERED fern leaf. I nearly went crazy trying to under
stand why correspondents were finding varieties to be earlier than
the fern leaf, yet the same varieties for me were consistently 7-10
days later than my own fern leaf peony. It was only after visiting
some of these gardens that the answer became apparent! To most
APS'ers, THE FERN LEAF peony is restricted in their experience to
THE DOUBLE or PLENA form which almost invariably blooms
more than a week after the SINGLE FERN LEAF! Once I realized
this, I have contented myself lately to expanding the color range of
my earliest peonies. Nonetheless, I would love to hear from anyone
who has experienced a peony earlier than the SINGLE FERN LEAF!

The late season peonies are much more difficult to evaluate.
Intense summer heat can "cook" the buds of full doubles in later vari
eties, and thus undermine their popularity. In versatile gardens, a
location shaded from afternoon sun will often allow the late doubles
to successfully open. For me I can usually count on ELSA SASS,
DULUTH, MRS. FRANK BEACH, LUCKY STAR and CLEOPA
TRA to bloom to late June. ELSA SASS and CLEOPATRA are
excellent plants, and their secondary buds commonly are still open
ing into July for me here in metropolitan Detroit. MRS. FRANK
BEACH may be late, but has very weak stems, and LUCKY STAR
is a very small flower, so neither has much to offer a gardener with
limited space.
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PEONIES PROVE TO BE HARDY PERENNIALS
Sandra Mason

(The Champaign-Urbana News-Gazette)
Peony is a plant subjected to numerous pronunciations. I have

heard it as penny, piney, peao'nee and pea'o-nee (my choice). To help
us or to confuse us further, the genus is Paeonia and is pronounced
pea-o'ni-ay.

We may not agree on the pronunciation, but peonies are a com
mon Midwestern flower whose popularity grew out of the need for
Memorial Day cut flowers. Peony history goes back to cultivation in
China over 2,500 years ago. Continued breeding has produced hun
dreds of cultivars.

Because peonies are so common, we sometimes overlook their
beauty. They are hardy, durable, perennial plants with large fra
grant flowers.

A complaint I hear periodically about peonies concerns their
short bloom period. I treasure them even more for their two-week
bloom period. I anticipate the peony buds opening, just as I antici
pate the coming of Summer. Also by selecting early and later season
peonies, the flower period can be stretched to six weeks.

Even when not in flower, peonies are a welcome addition massed
in flower beds. Plant peonies behind Spring flowering bulbs such as
daffodils or tulips. As the bulb foliage dies, the peony is there to cov
er the area and the dying bulb foliage. Peonies are great companions
to Siberian iris, lilies, phlox or poppies. The peony foliage is a beauti
ful background for shorter annual flowers such as red salvia and
dusty miller.

When people ask me how often to divide their peonies, I tell them
every 150 years without fail. If your daytime calendar doesn't go up
that far, just keep in mind peonies do not require regular division for
successful blooming.

The "eyes" should be planted about 1 inch deep. If planted too
deeply, the plant will produce foliage and no flowers. Plants should
be spaced about 2 to 3 feet apart. Mulch with shredded bark or pine
needles in early Winter.

Peonies appreciate well-drained soil with an abundance of organ
ic matter. Plants will flower better in full sun but will tolerate some
shade. Light shade will keep some flower colors from fading.

As with many plants this season, peonies have suffered from dis
eases. Peony measles has been particularly severe because of the fre
quent rains. This fungal disease causes purple spots on leaves,
stems, flower buds and petals. The disease cannot be stopped this
year, but sanitation is very important to control this disease for next
year. Remove and destroy the stems and foliage when it dies down
this Fall. Fungicide sprays in Spring can be used to prevent this and
other peony diseases.

Some new peony cultivars are the estate peonies introduced by
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the Klehm family and grown locally west of Champaign. Some have
stouter sturdier stems and large 8- to 10-inch flowers. Some to look
for are: (white) "Bridal Gown," "Charlie's White;" (pink) "Mr. Ed,"
"Pink Parfait;" and (darker red) "Best Man."

A different species of peony is the 18-inch tall Fernleaf peony
with its deep crimson or purple flowers and ferny leaves.

Also, the Tree peony is excellent used as an accent plant near an
entrance, in a perennial flower garden or shrub border. It is actually
a grafted shrub reaching 3 to 6 feet high and a mature plant can
have 25 to 50 huge flowers.

(Sandra L. Mason is the horticulture unit educator for the Cham
paign-Macon units of the Cooperative Extension Service.)

Damage to peonies by alternate freezing and thawing some years
is considerable. That is why a slight r avering of marsh hay or other
mulch should be used to prevent this trouble. If there was but one
freeze-up and one thaw, the ill effects would be negligible, but the
damage is due to the cumulative effects of a number of alternating
freezes and thaws. Even with good drainage, there is always mois
ture in the ground and when freezing comes, there is an expansion of
the soil due to the expansion of the water as it freezes. The freezing
begins at the surface and works downward. The only chance for
expansion is upward. The top of the root in the grip of the frost is
forced upward. The lower part of the root in the unfrozen soil below
follows along until finally the frost progresses deep enough to encase
the whole root.

When a thaw comes, the process is reversed. The thaw starts at
the surface and works downward and as the ground thaws it settles.
As the roots are firmly anchored in the soil below, the crown does not
settle with the earth. Obviously, it cannot. When the frost is all out
of the ground, the entire root is at higher elevation with relation to
the surface of the ground than before the freeze came. Given a suffi
cient number of cycles of alternate freezing and thawing and the root
is eventually above ground.

Now supposing the entire root is gripped in the frost and the
thaw only extends a few inches below the crown, it stands to reason
that no matter how good the underdrainage, the top soil will now be
waterlogged and the greater the water content, the greater expansion
of the soil as it freezes. As before, the earth will settle and the crown
of the plant will not, or cannot; then when the next freeze comes, the
unfrozen topsoil will again freeze and expand upward, gripping the
crown, forcing it up and tearing it away from the roots firmly
anchored in the frozen soil below. This means good-bye peony, unless
pieces of crown attached to the remaining roots have the ability to
start life anew. In windswept locations, erection of barriers to catch
and retain the snow would be beneficial. This would not be neces
sary if mulching had been done after the first heavy freeze.

W. F. Christman
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A REPORT FROM CLEVELAND, October 1993
Robert F. Schmidt

A year ago I was invited by the Shaker Lakes Womens' Garden
Club, who had selected the Peony as one of the two flowers chosen
annually for concentrated study, to give a program, which I was glad
to do. One of my goals as a long-time member of the American Peony
Society is to evangelize gardeners to an increased awareness of the
many qualities of the Peony which make it such a desirable plant in
the garden, and this was an excellent opportunity to talk to a group
of dedicated, experienced gardeners. It was decided that I would give
the program at our home, and about 15-20 ladies came to inspect my
peony beds and watch me dig and divide a peony plant (Lake of Sil
ver), thus killing two birds with one stone since the plant I dug was
the one whose roots I had donated at the annual Root Auction after
the banquet following the Peony exhibition the previous June. After
the hands-on demonstration, we all went inside for a lengthy ques
tion and answer session which I was told later was very successful
and I thought no more ofmy good deed for the day.

Thus, I was very pleased to receive an invitation from the Shaker
Lakes Womens' Garden Club to attend their October '93 meeting,
which was to be held at the unique and very beautiful Cleveland Gar
den Center, especially because the featured speaker was to be Kit
Klehm of the Klehm Nursery organization. I made it a point to
attend and was able to speak to Kit both before and after his talk,
and was very impressed with his knowledge and enthusiasm, and the
quality of the slides which were shown by him. His presentation cov
ered all aspects of the Peony: the various flower types, fields in
bloom, many beautiful slides of the hybrids, and an extensive cover
age of the Tree Peony, both Japanese and American Hybrids. The
quality of the photography was very high and I was particularly
pleased that Kit had included slides showing the planting process:
what a typical root looks like, how large the hole should be dug, and
how deep the root should be planted. I think this is important for
any beginner to see who may be thinking of planting Peonies and has
never done so before.
I was proud to see the American Peony Society represented by

such an attractive, intelligent young person one who obviously loves
the Peony very much and is able to transmit these feelings to his
audience. I think this type of person [and I think of both Kit and
Scott Reath, our former Vice-President, as such younger persons], is
what is needed to ensure the prospering and invigoration of our Soci
ety, and am reassured that in our membership there are such hands
to receive the torch as it is passed on.
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STRIPED FLOWERS OF TREE PEONY
Ryoji Hashida, 1-2-11 Honcho, Tatebayashi, Gunma, Japan
Japanese people set a high value on a flower which has two kinds

of color such as striped or variegated petals. Many varieties of
camellia which have red stripes or white blotches have been breeded
since old time. In Japan, rhododendron lateritium is a family of aza
lea, and blooms one month later than it is planted and is popularly
known as "Bonsai." Many of these bonsai have red-rimmed or striped
flowers. We can find a shrub whose right branch has light red flow
ers, and left branch has white ones while the center has striped ones.

Western people set a high value on double flowers with many
petals, and perhaps do not set so high value on striped or variegated
flowers. I can find a rose flower whose yellow petals turn to pink at
the top, but I don't know a striped one. As for tulips, I can find many
striped flowers.

We cannot find a striped flower of tree peony in the history of its
cultivation over one thousand years. Correctly speaking, a red-and-
white striped flower appeared in 1974 from bad mutation in "Taigo"
with red flowers. Except for its stripes, this plant resembles "Taigo"
in every respect. This new variety is named "Shimanishiki." But its
stripes have not fixed form. White flowers with red stripes bloom in
this shrub, and also these stripes change their form a little year by
year.

In China "Erquiao" blooms with reddish-purple and pale pink
petals. If we inquire about the difference from "Shimanishiki,"
stripes are not conspicuous in "Erquiao," and its flowers appear to
have part purple and part pale pink. This two-colored part has no
fixed form, and changes its form among the flowers, year by year.

NISHIKI and SHIBORI
I'll explain the name "Shimanishiki." Shima means island, and

nishiki means nishiki texitile. Striped flowers appeared for the first
time in Daikonjima island in Shimane Refecture. Jima=shima "Shi"
changes to "ji" in successive pronounciation. We can easily pro
nounce ji, then shi in successive vocalization. Hishiki texitile is a

thick cloth which is woven by warp and woof dyed in advance in each
color. Beautiful figures and patterns are made by weaving threads.
This weaving has a long history same as moutan in China and
Japan.

Then Shimanishiki means a beautiful two-colored flower derived
in Daiikonjima island.

Figures and patterns are made by dyeing of cloth, too. In the
case of "Shibori," dyeing a part of cloth fastened by string tightly, and
then the cloth is put in dyeing liquid. The part fastened by thread is
not dyed, and pretty figures appear. This method has been used in
Japanese households since old times.
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The flower of "Kokuryunishiki" is a dark color of light reddish-
purple. Almost all outer petals are rimmed with creamy white, and
creamy white vertical stripes appear on outer 2-5 petals. The figure
of two colors resembles that of shibori dyeing. "Kokuryunishiki"
means a black dragon with beautiful two-colored flowers. Before shi-
manishiki appeared, Japanese people appreciated very much such a
rimmed flower. Chinese peoople do not pay attention to this rim, and
have not breeded rimmed and striped flowers. Rims and stripes
mentioned above appear only in outer petals, and so they are difficult
to be seen in the time of full bloom. On the contrary, the stripes of
Shimanishiki and Erquiao appear in all petals. These can be called
really striped flowers.

Chinese people watch the fact that petaloids in the center of a
flower occasionally have chlorophyll. They promoted breeding seek
ing such two-colored flowers. "Luhidic" means green butterfly, and
they have full double light reddish-purple flowers with green
petaloids. They prize this flower as if a green butterfly flies at the
center of a flower. Japanese do not like such petaloids and did not
promote such breeding.

Also, Japanese did not like dark purple blotches at the base of
petals. They breeded seeking lighter color blotches for many years.
They gained success to get pure white and pure red flowers without
blotches. Otherwise, they managed to hide blotches in many petals
of double flowers. As an exception, they breeded a white flower with
beautiful flare.

Endeavor to fix stripes of "Shimanishiki" after the red and white
striped flower appeared in Daikonjima nurserymen there tried to
fix the form of variegation. So the new variety was not named imme
diately.

After ten years they became aware of difficulty of this fixing.
They named this variety "Shimanishiki" and decided to put it on sale.
While they tried to fix the form, they must have thrown away shrubs
blooming red flowers, the same as "Taigo," and must have not used
them for grafting.

But after they began to sell they did not select only excellent
shrubs from which they get scions. Moreover, they sell a sapling
with red flowers like "Taigo" and say it will have a striped flower in
two or three years.
I expect the time to come when all sapling named "Shimanishiki"

will be sold at a high price, and will be ended before too many years,
and only beautiful striped flowers will be sold at a high price. Then
the nurserymen will endeavor again to fix the form of stripes, and
select shrubs with beautiful colors only to get scions. After long long
years of breeding, beautiful stripes will be fixed in the same degree of
striped or variegated camerae flowers. I suppose shimanishiki will be
divided at that time into three varieties red-and-white striped flow
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ers, red flowers with white stripes, and white flowers with red stripes.
Present State of "Erquiao"

"Erquiao" is not found in a book explaining variety names of
moutan published in 1809. I think it appeared not so many years
ago, and I am sure it appeared from bud mutation, and not from
crossing.

A shrub which has possibility to bloom in two colors but actually
blooms in reddish purple is called "Zi (purple) erquiao." In many cas
es, erquiao has pale pink flowers and reddish purple ones, but have
not two-colored ones. Pale pink flowers are called "Fen (pink)
erquiao."

Nurserymen there, perhaps, get scions from the shrub with two-
colored flowers. But it is not inevitable that purple flowers are min
gled among two-colored flowers. I think it is due to lack of trying to
fix two-colored flowers.

Pictures back cover

LETTERS
I did it again! I added another row to my peony bed. From

Klehms, I ordered Raspberry Ice and Lord Cavin. They sent
'gratis,' Jaycee also added Cora Stubbs and Walter Mains.
Granville Hall showed me how to divide peonies, so I enlarged the bed
in the front yard with plants divided by Granville, and others I divided.
I liked the article "Some Old Timers" by W. A. Alexander, in the

last Bulletin. The old timers are hard to beat. My first peonies came
from a garden from around 1940. They had two colors, white and
pink. The white turned out to be Festiva Maxima and the pink is
still unknown. All of the first plants that I bought were classed as
the old varieties, I think, but new to me. They were: Mons Jules
Elie, Festiva Maxima, Baroness Schroeder, Karl Rosenfield
and Walter Faxon. Later I added Mona Martin Cahuzac,
Richard Carvel, Phillip Rivoire, Martha Bullock and Felix
Crousse. They are hard to beat, reliable, and the right cost for a
beginner.

Ron Chinnock, Virginia Beach, Virginia
1993 was a good year for my peonies. We had a wet Spring and I

sprayed three times, while other years, only once. Westerner had
the largest bloom I ever saw on a peony. The bloom was 10" across.
Cleaning up your peony bed in the Fall will give you a good start in
the Spring, with healthy plants. This year I planted Miss America,
Mothers Choice, A.B.C., Nicholls and Mikado. I will be using a
new spray on my peonies this Spring. Will let you know what hap
pens.

Roosevelt Turner, Reform, Alabama
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WE HAD AN INTERESTING PEONY SEASON!
It was later than usual. Red Charm bloomed about the last of

May a couple of weeks later than usual. And it was not a dark red
as usual, but a brilliant crimson!
I think that Garden Treasure was among the most beautiful of

my peonies: a brilliant yellow, and red flares. It is a memory long to
be cherished.

Marcella was probably my loveliest pure white doubles, with 10
blooms plus a few buds out at the same time.

Royal Rose, Blaze and Carina were lovely, as usual. Diana
Parks great! My older America plant had 38 blooms, tall, strong
stems, and very colorful. Cytheria is always a super colorful bloom.

Some of my late doubles blasted this past season, because of the
lateness and the heat at blooming season.

Louise Marx my latest, and tallest white single 54 or 55 inches
tall. Looked like fried eggs waving in the breeze.

The Fawn, a lovely pink, but you have to see it close to see the
deeper pink fawn spots, or maybe it's my cataracts which make me
look at it closer-up. Kansas is for me a deep crimson-red on stiff
stems.

We are looking forward to the 1994 blooming season.
Harold and Dottie Toms, Tazewell, Virginia

This past Spring we had fifteen inches of rain, all at once, after
the peonies bloomed. I had five tree peonies to die from seemingly
wet feet. There were fifteen or more herbaceous peonies all around
the tree peonies and they survived. There were three or four other
tree peonies in the same location and they, too, came through the
unusual storm. Could it be that the tree peonies were grafted on a
herbaceous variety that could not take this excess moisture? The
herbaceous plants were of a tougher variety that could take this
adverse condition much better.
I would like to hear from a peony expert that knows more about a

planting of this kind when one dies and the other lives under the
same conditions.

Henry J. Cangelose, 4332 S. Fairway Dr.,
Shreveport, Louisiana 71109

* * * *
For many years, I have cut the blooms off my peonies as they

withered. This year, I left a few for seed. In the Fall, I lined them up
in the garden. I hope to have the patience to see them through.
Again I dried many blooms. Those that I brought in the house were
fine but those in the garage were too damp, and spoiled. Our Sum
mer was too humid. Enjoyed the December Bulletin. I also took a
picture of Do Tell but have the entire bush. It is a lovely peony. I
see we are in good company Clara Ford also planted peonies. I only
have about 110. I cannot imagine picking a whole bushel of seed as
Wm. Krekler did. When the Bulletin comes, I devour it!

Irdene Bonger, South Dakota
* * * *
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Roy G. Klehm Rte. 5, Box 197, Penny Rd.
Klehm Nursery South Barrington, IL 60010-9390
Dear Mr. Klehm,
I attended your recent talk in Westport, Connecticut and enjoyed

it very much. My mother and mother-in-law are both avid gardeners,
and I tagged along with them. I did it to be a good sport. Though I
dabble in horticulture (i.e., I have a garden), I have no patience for
the garden club scene. But your talk was delightful and I am so glad
that I came along.

The reason I am writing is etymological. You stated that you had
no idea how the term "bomb" came to be used for that type of peony.
I have a theory. A bombe is a frozen dessert made in a mold. These
were popular in the twenties and thirties. The mold was filled with
flavored syrups, custards and, most often, ice cream. This was a gen
teel presentation for ice cream and most likely to be served at a din
ner party.

This was back in the days when the well-to-do had the where
withal to have servants to fuss over these sorts of confection. The
type of peony called a "bomb" looks very much like a molded ice
cream on a dish. Dimes to doughnuts that's the derivation of the
term.

It amuses me that none of the Fairfield Country garden club
types present tumbled to it, and that it took the one member of the
audience wearing a leather jacket (albeit, one with a Rollerblade logo
on it) to point out the culinary trivia.

Keep up the good work; it sounds like your heart is in it.
Ellen Bulger

81 Woodbridge Avenue
New Haven, CT 06515

DO DEER EAT PEONIES? Yes!
In the Fall of 1989, 1 planted some peonies, including Paula Fay.

The following Spring, this plant had excellent foliage and one bud.
The deer ate the bud and trampled the plant. It is now growing back
as there is a fence around it. This Spring it had two blooms. The
same thing happened to Krinkled White, and I do expect bloom this
year. The same thing happened to a good plant, President Lincoln,
planted the same year. Now with protection, it has strong stems and
did bloom in 1992.

Judith Jobmann, New York
[Note: When deer are hungry, they will eat most anything. Their

choice food, which is tender and attractive are: the hosta, daylilies
and impatiens. Repellents: There is no easy solution for gardeners
who live in areas of high deer population. Deer repellents have been
tried and tested, but they give only partial protection.]

# # * *
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Greta,

A special year for the Peony Society, and I am always happy to
make my annual contribution (enclosed) to this organization, which
brings so much beauty into our world. A friend called today in won
der at having passed a florist window here in Manhattan, decorated
for the Christmas season, wherein a lovely Peony and several buds,
about to unfold, were part of the display. I surmised that they were
probably shipped in from the southern hemisphere, say New
Zealand, where the seasons are reversed. Do you know if this is now
becoming a new source for Winter-time peonies? I've only experi
enced their Spring availability.

Since 1988, I have searched for a lovely lavender-pink peony,
which had been in a floral display; it showed up again last Spring in
a display from a Manhattan florist (they never seem interested in the
names). The Briscoe Flower Farm in Jeffersonville, New York, which
ships many peonies to the Metropolitan area, suggested two from
their list, the well-known Edulis Superba or Mon. Jules Elie. I
suspect it might be Myra Macree, whose color seems right, but I'm
not sure if this is a commercial variety.

After repeated attempts to acquire Pink Pearl, the lavender
double 1998 Reath introduction, I have more or less given up. Evi
dently, an awful lot of people were impressed by the lovely photo of
this peony, on page 64 of "The American Hybrid Peony," put out by
the Society. Reath's have been sold out for the past three years!
However, the opportunity to plant Sunny Boy, on page 131, thanks
to your kind words on my behalf to the hybridizer, Mr. Laning, was
realized when he furnished a wonderful healthy root, and one sup
plied by the Hollingsworth Nursery. They have been a bright spot in
the garden, arriving about the same time as the tree peonies; usually
in a race to be the first in bloom, with my favorite Red Grace.

Our Peonies were wonderful in the prematurely warm Spring of
1993, if not quite so spectacular as in 1992, when it was cooler. Cre
ating unusual interest, the huge blooms of Coral Charm caused
most visitors to the garden to ask its name, and I made the Klehm
catalogue available to all who wanted to order it. It was the first
year the division provided enough blooms for cut flowers taken
before the sun faded them to lemon. The delicate salmon colored
semi-double blossoms last well as a cut flower.

Having practically run out of garden space for more, I am giving
away duplication roots to friends, even a Red Grace, so that I can
make room for new and old varieties of these irresistible and breath
taking beacons of Spring.

My best wishes for the Christmas season.
With kindest regards. Vernon Kidd
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At this time of Winter, the days seem long, but we must think
POSITIVE for a short Winter and an early and long Spring. We are
so anxious to get outdoors into the garden.

Our garden was on a regional tour July 4th, 1993, which included
three states: Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri. However, people lov
ing flowers always attend from other states. This was a tour of the
American Hemerocallis Society. It was an honor to be on this sched
ule that involved four very large buses coming to our area. The
peonies were not in bloom, but the foliage was beautiful, and people
took notice of that factor. They were mentioned in the newsletter of
region 11. My garden received a nice write-up. I am considering
buying some really new peonies available, after seeing a slide pro
gram that included these beautiful peonies.

Viola Griffin, Farmington, Missouri
* * * *

Peony Growers and Exhibitors at the
Grand Forks, ND National Convention 1959

Left to right: Pharon Delinger-OH; Walter Lindgren-MN; Clarence Lienau-MI;
Myron D. Bigger-KS; George Peyton, Secretary-American Peony Society-VA.
All wSrroptTributors with articles for the Bulletin. Their articles are in the book,

Photo submitted by Myron Bigger
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(The following relates the work of three hybridists working to achieve
their dream of a new or different color in peonies. Editor)

GRETA, THE PEONY FLOWER
by Chris Laning

Wm. Krekler introduced a peony which he named Greta, thereby
honoring our Peony Society's Secretary-Treasurer, a person who war
rants high praise! Or did he name it Greta Kessenich? Well, any
way, it is a beautiful plant!

This peony is rather tall, and had purple flowers which doubles
and is of good size.

Many years ago I wrote an article entitled "Try for Blue," but
failed to state how I planned to initiate this project. The story goes
like this:

For blue, take the red out of the dark red flowers of the lactiflora
variety as you know, this type of flower has too much purple in the
red, anyway. Though the process is a very long-time adventure into
the genetic field, the hybridizer has to get started on it and the soon
er the better!

After reading my article in PAEONIA (our newsletter), Greta
wrote stating she had a peony from Bill Krekler that was purple, not
red with purple, in it. She said it was the same color as a dress she
owns. So, being bold rather than smart, I asked her for a picture and
if she had no picture of it, then send me the purple dress! Not want
ing to send me any of her apparel, she sent me a small swatch of it.

Later she sent me a division of this great plant (for free!), and it
is just like she said a purple flower. [Greta, the plant, must be a
lactiflora since it sets an abundance of seed, unusual for a clone, with
flowers as double as is this one.] Maybe the pollen is fertile and
maybe not so I pollenated all its flowers with pollen from my hybrid
mlokosewitschi x tenuifolia F4, a plant which I consider to be
only a tetraploid mloko with the tenui having dropped out along the
way. This mloko x tenui has yellow single flowers with an abun
dance of pollen; a clone that is a dwarf. Next year (June, 1994),
pollen of Sunny Boy will be used, and this time the flowers of Greta
will be masculated and bagged, thereby we will know the parentage
of the seeds that will have been produced. Hopefully, by using Sun
ny Boy as pollen parent, some seedlings will be purple, and also dou
ble flowered.

*

Early in my work I was possessed of the idea to try for a yellow
species hybrid. At hand was the beautiful species plant P. Mlokose
witschi. From the time that it sprouts in the Spring, until the foliage
turns brown in Autumn, there is no more beautiful plant in the gar
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den. Add to this a perfect cup of lemon yellow satin during blooming
season, and you have a feast for the eyes. Alas, it crosses with only a
few species, and worst of all with sinensis.
It so happened that I had 300 plants of Monsieur Jules Elie

about four years old. I tried 200 crosses of Mlokosewitschi on it.
There seemed to be some successful crosses, so I persisted each year
for eight years. I made 500 crosses a year, and to date have only one
plant to show for my efforts. This plant, I am happy to say, is a true
hybrid of pale, lemon yellow, with a huge tuft of orange stamens, and
the carpel tips are white so that they do not spoil the effect.
I have seen this as a five-year-old and am saving four plants for

their sixth season. It is unique, and I am pleased.
It will be introduced as Clare de Lune. Watch for it. It will be

worthwhile.
We had patience, persistence, and hope. Peony growers live to a

ripe old age. Peony breeders live forever. Species hybrids are fun.
Written by Dr. Earle B. White, Kensington, Maryland, March,

1946; Bulletin #101; Claire De Lune (1954)*

Twenty-Five Years
BREEDING HERBACEOUS PEONIES

Samuel E. Wissing Bulletin 173-174
INTRODUCTION: Mr. Samuel E. Wissing, submitted the follow

ing article, and is celebrating twenty- five years of breeding herbaceous
Peonies.

In 1939 the first pollen was collected, to start a breeding pro
gram, which has given so much pleasure, that I feel I must report it
to help others, who would like to gain knowledge and save disap
pointment, in this fascinating, most interesting hobby. The Peony
from seed to flower is a six-year cycle, so unless you have patience,
and are willing to plan 20 years ahead, then it's best you don't start.
I was determined to try seriously to improve my favorite flower,

and knowing 20 years of work was par for the course, I made it a
habit to read everything I could get my hands on that pertained to
flower breeding. The Peony Manual, now out of print, had a very
interesting article on breeding by Dr. Saunders, which I liked very
much, because he seemed to plan his work. On page 191 of this man
ual, I wish to quote what Dr. Saunders wrote: NO EXPERIMENTS
ARE ON RECORD IN WHICH PROTECTED BLOOMS OF THE
PEONY HAVE BEEN FERTILIZED BY THEIR OWN POLLEN
AND A SET OF PLANTS RAISED FROM THESE SEEDS SO PRO
DUCED, SUCH EXPERIMENTS WOULD BE OF INTEREST: end of
quote.
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Therefore this was my first order of business, to try to inbreed
everything I was to work with, and finally after a lot of disappoint
ments, I finally set a few seeds here and there. Please remember I
was a textile salesman for many years, and the love of flowers and
their breeding came after I moved to Lombard, Illinois, to get away
from the city life. So Botany, Biology and Genetics were something
new, and I was and still am a pure Amateur.

Then, too, I traveled in other states, and sometime just when it
would be more to my liking to be home in the garden working with
the Peonies. So desire and determination are important in this ven
ture like they are in every phase of life, if we really want to succeed
and progress, we can, just by determination.

The first big hump for me to get over was the making of a suit
able and practical desiccator, so your pollen supply would always be
on hand when you wanted it. I tried to follow the directions of Dr.
Saunders in this but found it too difficult for me, and then set about
to make my own, which has proven very satisfactory.
I got some plastic containers, put 4 ozs. of granulated calcium

chloride in the bottom, then put in a layer of absorbent cotton, then
used paper pill boxes [which you can buy from your local druggist] to
store the pollen in, after it has been collected and cured. Each box
properly labeled, I get three pill boxes into each plastic container.
This, I can assure you, will keep your pollen viable for at least 90
days, so you may cross the very early with the very late. The pill
boxes give you a protective shield when working in the field, where
on some days the wind can destroy a lot of pollen quickly, unless you
have experience in combatting it.

Removing the Anthers, curing the pollen, and the problems con
nected with this operation I will not attempt to cover in this letter, as
the conditions vary from season to season, and from species to
species, and from flower to flower. Then, too, you will find one season
is not a test, and you must continue four to five years before any con
clusions can be reached which will have some definite value.

Some flowers will not inbreed (self) then, of course, you must
select a parent like Richard Carvel to breed to Arcturus, then line
breed the progeny. I liked Lactiflora Arcturus, originated by Mr.
Auten of Princeville, Illinois. It is single and therefore has capable
reproductive organism. It is a reliable performer, season after sea
son, has good foliage, and has good color.

This was the breeding which produced the Dwarf Lactiflora in
the 3rd generation, and with a bonus that I did not breed for, we lost
the laterals. The plants are about 20 in. high, foliage all the way
down, the flower is small 4 to 4l/2 in. across, and is in balance with
the rest of the plant.
I wanted to go still further, with line breeding these plants, but

they are now sterile, and will not sib, self, or take any outside blood.
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I did take some pollen from one of the dwarfs and crossed it back to
Arcturus, and got a reluctant take. We have about 4 plants from
this breeding which could give us some very interesting results.
I attempted to work with several forms and variations of Offici

nalis but finally gave up attempts to inbreed on all except Otto
Froebel, James Crawford Wegeulin. Inbreeding Otto Froebel gave
me "Coral Charm" a much better plant than its parent, which is
single. It has real vigor and has very viable pollen. In 1963 it set
2,000 seeds from seven blooms. The seeds give a very good percent
age of 1st year germination. Now the big question is, will the color be
dominant or recessive? Only time will tell!

This season I had another thrill in a color break, getting a coral
by inbreeding Lactiflora Minnie Shaylor. Four seeds were planted,
and two germinated. The plant which bloomed this year has normal
stems about 28 in. in length, but its sister seedling is very dwarf,
about 10 in., and did not bloom this year which was 7 years from ger
mination seeds were planted in 1955. So you see why I say, plan 20
years ahead, and if you don't have that much patience, it's best you
don't start, as it is a very slow deal.

Marie Crousse is the parent of both Walter Faxon and Mrs.
Livingston Farrand, so with this in mind I crossed Walter Faxon
to Marie Crousse and have some fine looking seedlings, which I
hope to line breed, and hope that we get better pinks, as frankly,
most of the present- day pinks have too much blue caste.

Then I have a few seedlings which are Lactiflora Arcturus x
Speckled Pink. The pink speckling I understand is the result of
having some seeds given Gamma Ray treatment, so now I have
another possibility, of getting some speckling into our Lactifloras.
I just checked my seedling bed, and find that I have some very

fine takes, but whether the seed will be good and germinate, only
time will tell. Dr. Saunders' Seedling which is Yellow (Lactiflora x
Tenufolia x Molko) has taken and I have plants in the seedling bed,
which were crossed to several variations of Lactifloras.

Then I believe I have Tetraploid Anomals, the foliage is very wide
and heavy, which pollen I used on Lactiflora White Gold, and this
looks very good. This will be a new triploid if nothing else.

My new Coral Lactiflora from Minnie Shaylor seedling 639 did
not take on an attempt to inbreed it, but it did take on Minnie
Shaylor, its maternal parent, and also on several other variations of
Lactiflora.

Then I got a take by inbreeding (Lactiflora X F2 Tenufolia X
Mloko). This could be a real surprise, and produce something very
unusual, as it is yellow.

The Anomala which I believe is Tetraploid is the result of vascu
lar injecting a chemical into the plant, and one part of the plant has
gone over, another part seems to be in the process, and one part of
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the plant appears to still be Diploid.
Then the American Medical Society in 1959 had a major break

through in their cancer research, and found the Chemicals, which are
nicknamed D.N.A. the stuff that Genes are made of, and as Genes
control heredity, any mutation of the Genes would give us some
mutations not formerly available, as since 1962 I have been working
with pollen treated with Ultra Violet Rays. The Lamp I have emits
2,537 Angstrom units, and the time recommended by the Brookhaven
laboratories, was 15, 30, 120, 240 and 480 seconds. While I have
seedlings growing which have had this treatment, they all look nor
mal, so let's hope the mutation comes in the color. It will be about
three years before any definite report can be made.

Another experiment which I hope to check out this year is on
Moonrise, a hybrid, which normally should be triploid, but which is
definitely tetraploid, will set good seed as a maternal parent, but if
you use the pollen on Lactiflora, you will find you get seeds without
endosperm and embryos. This year I vascular injected Moonrise 2
times with a chemical, to see if we can get seeds, which will have the
necessary equipment to give us germination. It's a little early for
this, but taking a peek in the bags, they do look good.

So on and on we go trying each year to make a little progress to
help the future generations adore and admire our favorite flower,
because we have improved it.

MOWN MULCHES
Gardeners are learning to leave the clippings on the lawn when

they mow. They'll decompose rapidly and return their nutrients to
the soil, reducing the lawn's fertilizer needs as much as 50% (growing
clover for nitrogen, plus topdressing with compost, can supply the
other 50%).

Grass clippings are equally valuable elsewhere in the garden, so
if neighbors still bag and discard their clippings, by all means collect
them. In tests at the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
(New Haven, CT 06504), grass clippings were superior to newspaper,
roofing paper and even salt hay in increasing the growth and number
of flowers on petunias, and in reducing meadow nematode popula
tions.

Weeds are just as valuable. The famous Japanese gardener
Masanoba Fukuoka cuts weeds rather than pulling them, leaving the
roots in the soil to provide organic matter for the micro-organisms
and earthworms. The cut weeds are used as mulch. Many weeds are
unusually rich in nutrients, having deep roots which bring up miner
als from the subsoil. *
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MAJOR ELEMENTS IN PLANT NUTRITION
The general part played by each of the major elements can be

summarized as follows:
NITROGEN:
1. Stimulates the vegetative growth and a greener color in

higher plants.
2. Increases protein in grains.
3. Increases hardness in grains.
4. Increases the period of vegetative growth.
5. Tends to increase fruitfulness.
6. A deficiency causes stunted growth and yellow leaves.
7. Excess delays flowering, causes abnormal growth in length

and lodging in grains, increases susceptibility to disease,
and reduces the quality of the fruit.

PHOSPHOROUS:
1. Stimulates root growth.
2. Increases resistance to winterkill and diseases.
3. Hastens maturity.
4. Increases seed production.
5. Reduces lodging in grains.
6. Increases palatability of forage to stock.
7. A deficiency causes purplish colored leaves, stunted growth,

and a poor yield of seeds which tend to be sterile.
POTASSIUM:

1. Is essential for the division of cells in growth.
2. Acts as a stabilizer of excess calcium or nitrogen.
3. Aids in the utilization of nitrogen.
4. Decreases the water requirements of plants.
5. Increases the resistance of plants to diseases.
6. Stimulates the production of starches, sugars, and oils.
7. Reduces winterkill of plants.
8. Improves the keeping quality of fruits.
9. Reduces the boron requirements.
10. Promotes color in fruits.
11. A deficiency causes firing of leaves, poor set of seeds

including many that are poorly developed and sterile.
Organic Gardening

HOW DO WE DISPOSE OF PEONY FOLIAGE?
Landfills are full, and garden debris is not acceptable at many

places.
For several years, the peony foliage from my plants that are

healthy has been put in a separate compost heap. When foliage is
decomposed, so it can be used, it goes on my garden, of other plants.
Peonies are never mulched, so this does not affect them.

When time permits, my peonies are sprayed at various times, in
a season.

Greta M. Kessenich
33



1st Printing a SELL-OUT!

Compiled and edited
by Greta M. Kessenich.

81/2x11, 232 pages, and still
priced at just . . . $15.

Where but through the efforts of
the APS can you avail yourself of
EVERYTHING there is to know
about PEONIES . . . culture,
history, exhibitions, ratings,
nomenclature and propagation
techniques all excerpted from APS
Bulletins since 1904! Articles by

. . . Now
2nd Printing

such peony "greats" as Saunders,
Auten, Peyton, Wister, and Gayle
are joined by contemporaries such
as Krekler, Wild, Hollingsworth,
Lienau, Karrels and scores of
others. Get your copy of "The Best
Of 75 Years" there's nothing in
the world like it!

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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Qty
ANN COUSINS - L.D. White M. H. R.F. Full double - SAW -S6.00
BETTER TIMES - L.M.D. Pink T. Deep rose pink - S>W - S6.00
BIG BEN - E D. Red T F Dark red bomb - SAW- $6.00
BO-PEEP - L.J. Cerise T. Small bloom - S>W- $6 .00
CAROL - E D. Red T. Dark red, rose center - SAGO*- S6.00
CHIEFTAN - V.E.D. Red Dark red bomb - S&30 - $8.25
DORIS COOPER - L.D. Pink T.F. Very light pink - SiOrtlO - 56.65
FAIRBANKS - L.J. White T. Strong stems - 5*30"- S6.00
FAITH FENTON - E M E. Pink T. Strong stems - SAW- S6.00
FEATHER TOP - M.J. Rose-pink 32" 6 1/2" blooms - SWtfO - $10.00
FLORENCE ELLIS - M.D. Pink T.N.F. Clear pink - SAW- S6.00
GARDENIA - E.M.D. Blush-white - S*00 - $6.00
GLOWING CANDLES - E.M.J. Pink 36" Delicate pale pink - SfcflO -$6.00
GUIDON - M.D. Pink Lilac-pink - $£O0 - S6.00
HIGHLIGHT - L.M.D. Red M.H. Pleasing dark red - SWtfO - $6.65
HIT PARADE - M.J. Pink T. Good rose-pink - S&O0 -35.25
ISANI-GIDUI - M.J. White M.H. Beautiful Japanese - $l5rOtf - $10.00
JAMES PILLOW - L.D. Pink V.T. Sure opening - $L<*00 - $6.65
JAN VAN LEEUWEN - L.J. White M.H. Yellow centers - $iW- $6.00
LILLIAN WILD - L.D. White Very Large, pink cast - $AW-$6.00
MARY E. NICHOLLS - L.M. D. White M.H Huge bloom - $Lfc00"-$ 6.65
MONS. JULES ELIE - E.M.D. Pink T.F. Very large rose - $&W- $5.25
NICK SHAYLOR - L.D. Blush M.H. Light pink blush - $&W- $5.25
PAUL M. WILD -M.D. Red Fully double $11.65
PINK RADIANCE - M.D. Pink Pleasing light pink - $AW- $6.00
RASPBERRY SUNDAE - M.D. Pink - SAW- $6.00
RED CARPET - M.D.Red 28-32" Rich velvety red - $L2r30*- $8.35
RUTH COBBS - L.M.D. Pink Huge deep pink - $*OTf- $5.25
TORCH SONG - M.D. Red 26" 8" blooms - SJ^O - $8.50

$4.90 Shipping and Handling

Total
Descriptive Abbreviations
FRAGRANCE -
P. - fragrant
M.F. mild fragrance
N.F. - normal fragrance
R.F. - rose fragrance
V.F. -very fragrant

SEASON
E- early
E.M. - early mid season
L.-l ate
L.M. - late midseason
M.- midseason
V.E. - very early
V.L. - very late

HEIGHT
M.H. - Medium
S. - Short
T. - Tall
V.T. - Very Tall

TYPE - D. -double. '.-Japanese S D -semi double S.-single

Gilbert H. Wild and Son, Inc. Box 338, Sarcoxie, MO 64862



Estate Peonies
Tree Peonies
Fancy Hosta
Tetraploid
Hemerocallis
Siberian Iris
Pulmonaria
Achillea

Asarum Ferns
& many others.

Send$4.00foryour1994ColoredCatalog
(refundablewithfirstorder)

Route5,
Box 197
Penny Rd.
South

Barrington,II.
60010-9555

Display Advertising
Rates Schedule

Single

Size of Ad Insertion 4 Insertions
1/8 page $ 7.50 $ 25.00
1/4 page 12.50 40.00
1/3 page 15.00 50.00
1/2 page 20.00 65.00
full page 30.00 100.00

Give Your Lawn & Garden
Something Special,

and We'll Give You Something
FREE"^13

Buyany2V: lbjarof"Schultz-lnstant"* All-Purpose
SolublePlantFood.LawnFood,orBeddingPlantFoodand
recievea fnt MIXERATOR®hoseendfeeder,(a$7.99value)

"Schultz-lnstant"
Outstanding Results On Everything You Grow!
Availableatleadinggardencenters&plantdepartments.

PEONIES
SEVALD NURSERY
Dept. 1 1
4937 3rd Av. So.
Mpls., MN 55409

Color Catalog $1.00
(Refund with order)



THE NEW PEONY FARM

Superb Quality Herbaceous Peonies
Our Catalog is free upon request.

Box 18235 St. Paul, Minnesota 55118

WEDGEWOOD PARK
Open to visitors!

See peonies and lilacs in bloom.
Peonies - Some 168 plus plants, three each of 56 varieties
Lilacs - Approximately 160 species and cultivars
New varieties - Are being added yearly
Location - Adjacent to the Vera and Don Wedge residence

RR #2, Box 115, Albert Lea, MN
On County Highway #101 - 1 mile east of Junction 1-90 and Hwy 13.
(A historical picnic grounds site for the Albert Lea and Itaska area)

DON HOLLINGSWORTH PEONIES
Featuring our own originations Hybrid Herbaceous

(both earlies and mid-season kinds), Itoh Hybrids and Lactiflora
Type, and a selection of other choice varieties. List available.

RR 3, Box 27
Maryville, Missouri 64468

Tel: (816) 562-3010

...a treasury of cold-hardy hard-to-find
perennials for your gardening pleasure...

Busse Gardens

P.O. Box N
Fern-leaf Peony Cokato, MN 55321

Peonies 612-286-2654

Hundreds to choose from Catalo8 $200 - Deduct from nrst order



PEONIES, TREE PEONIES and DAFFODILS
Grown in Michigan's North Country

Your assurance of quality, hardiness and vigor.
Send $1 .00 for our color catalog.

REATH'S NURSERY
County Road 577, Box 247, Vulcan, Michigan 49892

Telephone (906) 563-9777

PEONIES HEMEROCALLIS
Send $3.00 for our 109th Anniversary Catalog.

Over 1,200 varieties to choose from in full color.
Catalog deductible from first catalog order.

Call or write for wholesale listing.
GILBERT H. WILD AND SON, INC.

1112 Joplin Street Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862
Phone (417) 548-3514 Fax (417) 548-6831

CAPRICE FARM NURSERY offers hundreds
of varieties of HEMEROCALLIS, PEONIES,
IRIS ENSATA and SIBIRICA in a brand-new
1994 Catalog $2.00 (deductible).

CAPRICE FARM NURSERY
15425 SW Pleasant Hill Rd.
Sherwood, Oregon 97140
Phone (503) 625-7241
Fax (503) 625-5588

Interested in Daffodils?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.
Membership brings you

Basic information on daffodil culture, types and classification,
recommended varieties, shown procedures, and places to buy bulbs.
The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the Society, just full of information
you should have.
The privilege of attending local, regional and national meetings.
And new friends all over the USA, all enthusiastic about Daffodils.

Annual Membership $20.00
Don't delay. Send your check today to:
AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.
Executive Secretary Mrs. Paul Gripshover

1686 Gray Fox Trails Mltford, Ohio 45150-1521



*?K§3 Chinese Tree Peonies
wSSBI Seldom offered in the United States, these are direct

imports of the classic plants of the Chinese Gardens.
True to name varieties, only. 1994 Catalog $2.00 refundable
with your order.
NOW AVAILABLE, the photo book "The Peony in Luoyang,"
This album contains ninety-nine photos of Chinese Tree Peonies,
many of which we import. Text describes culture and
information about some of these unique flowers $30.00.

David and Kasha Furman
Cricket Hill Gardens
670 Walnut Hill Road

Thomaston, Connecticut 06787

Heirloom
Daffodils
and other rare antique bulbs
1500s - 1920s

Catalog free to APS members

Old House Gardens
536 Third St. Ann Arbor, MI 48103
(313) 995-1486

Minnesota Exhibition June 17-18-19 1994
For Information-Evening (612) 822-3279



The Permanent Metal Label

pT
.

f,i
f

Hi R M

A Hairpin Style Markers 30 for $12.60
B Plant or Shrub Labels 100 for $ 8.70

C Cap Style Markers 30 for $13.00
D Swinging Style Markers 30 for $11.40

E Rose Markers 30 for $11.90

F Tall Display Markers 30 for $15.20
G Tall Single Staff Markers 30 for $12.90
H Flag Style Markers 30 for $10.95J Small Plant Labels 100 for $ 8.25
K Tie-On Labels 100 for $13.30
M Miniature Markers 30 for $11.00

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

1 Each: A, B, C, D, E, H, J and K With
Waterproof Crayon, Only $3.50

Paw Paw Everlast Label Company
P.O. BOX 93-AP

PAW PAW, MICHIGAN 49079 0093

QUANTITY PRICES AVAILABLE PRICES INCLUDE PREPAID POSTAGE

OFFICIAL AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

Peony Handbook
Herbaceous Peonies

and
Tree Peony Culture

COVERING SUCH SUBJECTS AS:
Peony types
Peony propagation
Successful root dividing and grafting
Proper planting
How to fertilize
Disease control
How to raise exhibition blooms

Price per copy $5.00

American Peony Society
250 Interlachen Rd., Hopkins, MN 55343

PEONIES
1976 - 1986

Compiled and edited by Greta M.
Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the
American Peony Society.

Second Edition

10 Year

Update

Registered Peonies
and Tree Peonies

Postpaid $10

American Peony Society
250 Interlachen Road
Hopkins, MN 55343



IRST EDITIONPEONIES
A HISTORY OF PEONIES AND THEIR ORIGINATIONS

>mpiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the American Peony Society

In Three Parts
-I. VARIETY CHECKLIST

Based on a list compiled and edited by
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gist, completed in 1956,

and kept on file at Kingwood Center, Mans
field, Ohio.

2. REGISTERED PEONIES
Co npiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich

from bulletins of the American Peony Society.
All varieties registered with the American
Peony Society are listed.

INTRODUCERS OF PEONIES AND THEIR
PRODUCTIONS
Peony varieties listed by growers and de
velopers with emphasis on information pro
vided by George W. Peyton during the years

he was secretary and editor.

5,000 INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES.
Peony growers wKo have ba-d to rely on
fragmented sources for , -tracking down
peony varieties and their origins can now
avail themselves of this magnificent worl
a spiral btourrd, --9xl2 inch book whicr-

lists and presents a capsule history of al
varieties in commerce. It is the result of e
monumental research, compilation anc
editing effor tby Greta Kessenich and th <

nomenclature committee consisting o
three American Peony Society past presi

dents: Roy G. Klehm, Marvin C. Karrels
and Clarence O. Lienau.

ORDER YOUR FIRST ED COPY NOW!
You'll enjoy this fine companion to: your interest in peonies and will reft
to it many times during the course of your peony gardening active
It bears a beautiful color cover, contains 162 pages and is printed 0

fine stock. Cover and all artwork contained inside is the work ot art,:

Joseph F. Kuczek. Price per copy $10.0

American Peony 5ociety

A250 Interlachen Rgad

Hopkins, Minnesota., 55343

Please send me copies of "The History of Peonies and

Their Originations" at $10.00 per copy for which I enclose I



Sfwnanishiki, redftozuer ziH-th white stripes

Shimanishiki, whiteftower with red.stripes

'Erquiao

Photos tRyqji tHasfdda, Japan


