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Announcing
The limited
publication of
a "TABLE TOP"
edition devoted
exclusively to

TREE
PEONIES

Appended cultural notes cover:
Tree Peony history
Planting and general culture
Propagation by root grafting of
scions
Pruning, fertilization, winter
protection, etc.

63 BRILLIANT FULL
COLOR PHOTOS

True, tree peonies with their 1400 year
history are not native to America. But a
class of exceptional HYBRID tree
peonies are. Efforts by seven world
renowned American hybridizers* who
successfully cross-pollenated P. Lutea
with P. Suffructicosa are covered in this
limited edition. Photos are razor sharp
in detail and reflect all the brilliance
and subtle hues of these native
Americans, including the new genera
tion of ITOH's.

A.P. Saunders,WilliamQratwlck,NaasoaDaphnls,
DavidReath,ToichiDomoto,
DonHoliingsworthandRogerAnderson

$25 Postpaid

Compiled and edited by
Greta M. Kessenich;
photos by Roy Klehm
and David Reath

Send check or money order to
AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343



A VALUABLE PEONY
REFERENCE VOLUME HIGHLIGHTING

HYBRID
PEONIES

the
American

Mybrid Peony

Herbaceous
Peonies in

FULL
COLOR!
Photos
130 Herbaceous

Hybrids
32 Species
All Named
Biographical Data
208 Pages
6 5/8"x 9'/<"
Hard Cover
Embossed in Gold

"Devised and
Compiled by

QretaM- Kessenich,

Don MoUingsworth
Hybridizing and
bibliography

Ever since contemporary hybridizers unraveled the
mysteries of cross pollinating peony species, hybrid
crosses have received spellbound attention. This long-
awaited effort adds to the excitement of growing
peonies. Photos permit comparing your hybrids with
those authenticated by the hybrid committee
plus scores of sideline notes and general
information. Be one of the first$^O.UU
to own this premiere edition, just Postpaid

Send check or money order to

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE
Dear Peony Lovers,
I would like to share with you a topic that has been of great inter

est to me this past year: HARDINESS. I dearly want to grow species
peonies in my USDA Zone 4 garden.

And so it came to pass that in February '95 I attended a Winter
Study Week in Seattle, WA on "Woody Plants in the Rock Garden." It
was a great conference! The highlight was the keynote address by J.
C. Raulston, Prof, of Horticulture at N.C. State University and Direc
tor of the NCSU Arboretum. "Untangling the Hardiness Question
What is Hardy and Why?" was so provocative that I am encouraged
to try Paeonia Obovata soon.

Galen Burrell of Ridgefield, WA, and member of APS, had several
species available as young plants last year. This is a great service for
the Peony World. I have also come across a Nursery in Michigan that
is offering them. So as J. C. Raulston says, "In the final analysis the
only way to find out if plants are hardy is to plant them... and
because no two environments are the same, no two plants are ever
the same, it is a constantly changing mosaic that we have to figure
out and work with, and that is part of the fun. . ."

Therefore for P. Obovata I hope to create a favorable microcli
mate, i.e., an environment that is to its liking. The weather I leave
alone as I have no control over the deadly January thaws, etc. I will
also be more attentive to P. Obovata's maintenance. Hence, the two
factors of environment and maintenance are crucial for my success.
Inshallah (Arabic for God willing).

We look forward to seeing you at Kingwood Center in Ohio this
June with your peonies. This is such a wonderful setting, and you
will be highly rewarded intellectually, visually, horticulturally and
spiritually.

Sincerely,
Leila Bradfield

friendship In Memoriam Mrs. Glasscock-Falk Dec. 20, 1995

Early Single pink hybrid
White edges on the petals
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NOW AVAILABLE!
The new, completely revised 1995 edition of
INTERNATIONAL CODE OF

NOMENCLATURE
FOR CULTIVATED PLANTS

(ICNP OR CULTIVATED PLANT CODE)
ORDERING DETAILS

The Code is available for £22.50 + £1.50 post and packing within the UK (£20.00)
For world-wide surface mail and air-mail to Europe, post and packing is £2.00 (£20.50)

For air mail outside Europe, post and packing is £3.50 (£22.00)
For air mail to New Zealand, Australia, Japan and the Far East, post and packing is

£4.00 (£22.50)

Send your name and address, with completed cheque or money order made payable to
"Quarterjack Publishing" (£UK only) to:

Quarterjack Publishing, Hampreston Manor, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7LX,
United Kingdom

REGISTRATIONS
DEADALUS F 2 (Father of Icarus) (Nassos Daphnis, New York),
Aug. 24, 1995.

Seedling number D-315, hybrid, dark red, semi-double, very dark
red burgundy color. Petals like heavy silk with good substance and
glowing quality. Dark center with bright yellow anthers. Has sta
mens and pollen, no seeds, fragrant. Good stem strength, height 4-5
feet. Blooms in late May. Very good vigor, dark green foliage, reli
able. One bud per stem. Colored slide.
ROBERTA ERICKSON (R. W. Tischler), 1995 Faribault Minnesota

Seedling #307, parentage unknown. Striking ivory-white double.
Flat type flower, 6 to 8 inch bloom. Opens easily on strong stems.
Shows some yellow stamens. The foliage is medium green in color
and 32 to 34 inches in height. Slightly fragrant. Blooms mid-season.
PAUL FRIESEN (R. W. Tischler), 1995 Faribault Minnesota

Seedling #7269, parentage unknown. A bright red single, hybrid.
Blooms 4 to 5 inches in size on strong, sturdy stems that grow 24 to
25 inches in height. Light green carpels are surrounded by red sta
mens and then a full row of golden yellow. Stands upright with
excellent foliage. Blooms early. A very attractive low-growing plant
which makes it well-liked by all who see it in the garden.

5



CONVENTION OF
THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

THE 93RD ANNUAL MEETING AND THE 91 ST
NATIONAL EXHIBITION

KINGWOOD CENTER 900 PARK AVE WEST
MANSFIELD, OHIO 44906
June 7-8 and 9th, 1996

MANSFIELD WELCOMES YOU!
For the benefit of those wishing to attend the Convention, Mans

field, Ohio is located on U.S. Highway 430, about halfway between
Cleveland and Columbus. It lies just west of Interstate 71 and just
south of U.S. 30. No air service directly to Mansfield, Ohio. Air ser
vice to Cleveland and lor Columbus, Ohio. Car rentals available.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, June 7

Center opens at 8:00 a.m. prepare show entries exhibit hall
and work shop
Saturday, June 8

7:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. set up and enter exhibits
8:00 a.m. Registration
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Judging
LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
2:00 p.m. Exhibition opens to the public, closes at 5:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m. Seminar, Kingwood Hall, Service Room
7:00 p.m. Banquet, Comfort Inn Annual Meeting

Root Auction Peony roots to be donated
Sunday, June 9

8:30 a.m. Board of Directors meeting, Gate House
10:00 a.m. Show opens to the public
5:00 p.m. Show closes to the public
Reservations, Banquet only, on Sat.. June 8 $14.00 no reser

vations taken two days before banquet. Reservations required by
May 28.

Make reservations early for preparation of service. Send reserva
tions directly to:

Mrs. Eloise Kimball
4290 Northbrook Blvd. No.
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082-1204
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MOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
TRAVELODGE - 137 Park Ave. West, Mansfield, OH 44902
(1-419/756-7600)
Rates: Single from $49.00 Double from $54.00 Ohio tax: $5.55.

Call for confirmation of rates.
COMFORT INN - 500 N. Trimble Road, Mansfield, OH 44906
(1-419/529-1000)
Rates: Single, two double beds $61.40 tax included.

One Kingsized bed $69.23 tax included.
HOUDAY INN - 166 Park Ave. West, Mansfield, OH 44902
(1-800/521-6744)
Rates: $77.11 tax included
BEST WESTERN - 880 Laver Road, Mansfield, OH 44905
Call for confirmation of rates.
(1-419/589-2200)
Rates: $58.00 one to four people in a room; plus tax $11.75

RULES FOR SPECIMEN EXHIBITS
1. All entries must be completed and in place by 11:30 a.m. on
opening day.

2. All entries must have been grown by exhibitors.
3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely as

to class, variety, and name and address of exhibitor. In addition,
each variety must be identified with a small wood tag with the
variety name legibly printed thereon. Entry tags may be obtained
in advance from the secretary of the American Peony Society. The
exhibitor or his agent shall be responsible for proper completion of
the entry tags.

4. Stems should be approximately 12" long (tree peonies excepted.)
5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry each in classes 101, 102, 103,

104, 105, 106, 201, and 301. In all other classes up to two entries of
each variety are permitted; however, any number of different
varieties may be entered.

6. The show committee may combine or divide classes if the number
of entries warrants it.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in the Open and the
Amateur classes. It is recommended in the Novice classes, but no
entry shall be disqualified for failure to identify.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the show committee and
must be in all classes.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types
and color.

10. Anemone types such as Gay Paree shall be shown as Japanese.
11. Awards need not be given to unworthy exhibits.
12. Flowers are to remain as placed on the show tables by the exhib

itor, moved only when necessary, and then the exhibits must be
kept in the same position.

13. The decision of the judges is final NOTE: See Page 12. Division
VI COURT OF HONOR CANDIDATE CLASS



14. The best seedling judged by the seedling committee will be dis
played on the Court of Honor.

DIVISION 1. Open to ill Exhibitors.
Class 101 American Peony Society Award

Twenty-five varieties, any color or type.
One bloom each in separate containers.

102 American Peony Society Award
Fifteen varieties, herbaceous only, any type or
color
One bloom each in separate containers.

103 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any type
or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

104 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, Tree peonies only, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

105 Five varieties, Japanese Type lactiflora only, any
color
One bloom each in separate containers.

106 Five varieties, single type lactiflora only, any color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three Blooms, one variety lactiflora only, in one container.
Class

110 Double white
111 Double blush
112 Double light pink
113 Double dark pink
114 Double red
115 Semi-double white or

blush
116 Semi-double pink

One Bloom Lactiflora Only
Gass

130 Double white
131 Double blush
132 Double light pink
133 Double dark pink
134 Double red
135 Semi-double white or

blush
136 Semi-double pink
137 Semi-double red

117 Semi-double red
118 Bomb

118A-White, 118B-Pink, 118C-Red
119 Japanese white or blush
120 Japanese pink
121 Japanese red
122 Single white or blush
123 Single pink
124 Single red

138 Bomb white or blush
139 Bomb pink
140 Bomb red
141 Japanese white or blush
142 Japanese pink
143 Japanese red
144 Single white or blush
145 Single pink
146 Single red
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Three blooms, one variety Herbaceous Hybrids or Species in one con-
Uiner.
Class

150 Double or semi-double white, blush or yellow
151 Double or semi-double 155 Single yellow

coral 156 Single white or blush
152 Double or semi-double 157 Single coral

pink 158 Single pink
153 Double or semi-double 159 Single red

red 159A Itoh, hybrid any color
154 Japanese, any color

One bloom Herbaceous Hybrid or Species
Class

160 Double or semi-double yellow
161 Double or semi-double white or blush
162 Double or semi-double coral
163 Double or semi-double pink
164 Double or semi-double red
165 Japanese, any color
166 Single yellow 169 Single pink
167 Single white or blush 169A. Single red
168 Single coral 169B. Itoh hybrid, any color

Three blooms, one variety, tree peonies only, in one container.
Class

170a Japanese (Moutan) White, Single
170b semi-double 170c double

171a Japanese dMoutan) rink, Single
171b semi-double 171c double

172a Japanese (Moutan) Red, single
172b semi-double 172c double

173a Japanese (Moutan) Violet single
(Really purple lavenders) 173b semi-double 173c double
174a Japanese (Moutan) Maroon single

174b semi-double 174c double
175a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single

175b semi-double 175c double
176a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single

176b semi-double 176c double
177a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single

177b semi-double 177c double
178a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single

178b semi-double 178c double
179a Lutea Hybrid, red, single

179b semi-double 179c double
180a Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single

180b semi-double 180c double
9



One bloom tree peony only.
Oms

185a Japanese (Moutan) white, single
185b semi-double 185c double

186a Japanese (Moutan) pink, single
186b semi-double

187a Japanese (Moutan) red, single
187b semi-double

188a Japanese (Moutan) violet, single
188b semi-double

189a Japanese (Moutan) maroon, single
189b semi-double

190a Lutea Hybrid, white to cream, single
190b semi-double

191a Lutea Hybrid, yellow, single
191b semi-double

192a Lutea Hybrid, blend, single
192b semi-double

193a Lutea Hybrid, pink, single
193b semi-double

194a Lutea Hybrid, red, single
194b semi-double

195a Lutea Hybrid, dark red, single
,Qe o . 195b semi-double196c huropean tree peony

DIVISION II AMATEUR: Open to exhibitor who raise peonies chiefly
for pleasure, sell plants or cut flowers only
casually, and do not grow more than 200
plants.

Class 201 American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, any type or color
One bloom each in separate containers.

Three blooms, one variety lactif lora only, unless otherwise stated, in
one container.
Class 205 Double white or blush

206 Double pink 210
207 Double red 211
208 Semi-double any color 212
209 Bomb any color 213

186c double

187c double

188c double

189c double

190c double

191c double

192c double

193c double

194c double

195c double

Japanese any color
Single any color
Hybrid any color
Tree any type or color

One bloom lactiflora unless stated otherwise.
Class 220 Double white 225

221 Double blush 226
222 Double light pink 227
223 Double dark pink 228
224 Double red 229

Semi -double any color
Bomb any color
Japanese any color
Single any color
Hybrid any type or color
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DIVISION III NOVICE: Open to all amateur gardeners who ex
hibit peonies only at local shows.

Claas 301 American Peony Society Award
Five varieties any type or color in separate con
tainers.

Three blooms one variety lactiflora, unless otherwise stated, in one
container.
Class 305 Double any color

306 Semi-double, any color 308 Single, any color
307 Japanese, any color 309 Hybrid, any color

One bloom lactiflora, unless otherwise stated, in one container.
315
316
317
318
319

DIVISION IV:
Class 401

402

403

DIVISION V:
Class 501

Double white or blush
Double pink
Double red
Semi-double any color
Bomb any color

320 Japanese any color
321 Single any color
322 Hybrid any color
323 Tree any color

Seedlings and New Varieties.
Seedlings.
Three blooms, one variety in one container, not
currently introduced.
Variety must have been divided at least once.
Must be shown under name or seedling number.
New Varieties :

Three blooms, one variety in one container. Lim
ited to varieties named and registered with the
American Peony Society and introduced no earlier
than five years prior to show date.
Awards given in the two preceding classes may be
Certificates of Merit or Honorable Mention at the
discretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards.
Varieties having won either award in previous
competition may not be shown again in that class,
except that varieties shown in class 401 may be
shown again in class 402 regardless of awards.
Seedlings :

One bloom. This class is for display only.
No awards will be given and any seedling entered in
class 401 is ineligible.
Special Entries.
Commercial Exhibit.
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Collection by commercial grower of 25 to 50 varieties in
separate containers. A placard approximately 9" x 14"
may be furnished by the exhibitor to identify his dis
play.

502 Visitor from greatest distance.
Five different varieties any type. Mileage verified on en
try tag.

503 Multiple bloom.
Single stalk not disbudded. Must show at least three
open blooms.

Class 504 North Dakota Memorial Award

Five full doubles, named varieties, any color.
One bloom each separate container.
One entry per family.
This class not considered for Class VI.

DIVISION VI: Court of Honor Candidate Class
Court of Honor blooms will be selected from this Division.
Exhibitors are urged to enter their best bloom and are limited to two
in each class.

Judges may select two blooms from the floor in addition to place
ments, for consideration of Grand Champion on the Court of
Honor.

One bloom Lactiflora
Class 601 Double white

602 Double blush 606 Bomb any color
603 Double light pink 607 Semi-double any color
604 Double dark pink 608 Japanese any Color
605 Double red 609 Single any color

One bloom Hybrid or Species
Class 610 Double any color

611 Semi-double any color
612 Single any color
613 Japanese any color

One bloom Tree
Class 614 Lutea any type or color

615 European any type or color
616 Japanese any type or color

Class 617 One bloom Itoh Hybrid any color.

Grand Champion
The best flower in the show will be selected from all
named entries in the show.
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DIVISION VII. ARTISTIC DESIGN CLASSES
THEME: THE WORLD OF PEONIES

Class 1 CANADA The Canadian Rockies a naturalistic
design using weathered wood and/or rocks

Class 2 ENGLAND The changing of the Guard a design
using two containers

Class 3 EGYPT a design incorporating an Egyptian art
object

Class 4 FRANCE The Eiffel Tower a creative design
Class 5 ITALY The Vatican a religious interpretation

incorporating a cross
Class 6 JAPAN a design in the Oriental manner using sin

gle peonies
Class 7 MEXICO a Mexican fiesta a design using vivid col

ors
Class 8 SPAIN a design using a fan
Class 9 THE UNITED STATES the White House a mass

design using white peonies

ARTISTIC DESIGN RULES
1. All artistic exhibits must be made by the exhibitor.
2. An exhibitor may make only one entry per class; however, he or

she may enter as many classes as desired.
3. Peonies must be used in all designs. Peonies need not be

grown by the exhibitor. Other plant material may be used in all
classes.

4. Accessories and/or bases may be used in all classes.
5. No artificial flowers or foliages are permitted.
6. Entries must be placed from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, June 7,

and from 7 to 11:30 a.m., Saturday, June 8, in the Kingwood Meeting
Hall.

7. While the show management will exercise due caution in safe
guarding exhibits, it cannot assume responsibility for injury or loss.

8. Personally owned properties must be claimed immediately
after the show closes at 5 p.m. on Sunday, June 9.

9. Qualified judges will be used in the Artistic Division, and the
decisions are final.

SCHEDULE Mariam Gross INFORMATION Bill Collins,
Kingwood Center

Ifyou cut a tree, plant a tree.
It is nature's replaceable energy.
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BUD FAILURE
Edward Auten, Jr.

When buds fail to open, and die, can it be freezing or botrytis,
when all the buds on a plant don't die, and when the botrytis does
not kill the whole bloom stalk down to the ground? My theory of bud
death from freezing is that when a bud is small it has a large propor
tion of water in it. When that freezes, it makes ice which expands
and tears the fibers of the bud, which dies. The buds on a plant do
not all have the same proportion of water in them at the same time.
Some freeze, some don't. But if the freeze is severe, all buds may be
killed. One variety that has frozen buds one year might go several
years with none. * * *

Peony plants secure nourishment in the form of oxygen and nitro
gen through the leaves, so leave at least two sets of leaves on each
stem when cutting the bloom for the house or market.

Don't remove foliage of plant after blooming to permit the planti
ng of annuals or perennials. This will eventually ruin your peony
plant.

Be patient if your plants do not give you bloom the first season
after planting. Many will, while others take longer to establish
themselves. Remember, a peony will last a lifetime, so a delay for a
year or two will give it a chance to develop into maturity. The third
or fourth year after planting will see it at its best. Of course, it will
develop for years.

In cutting flowers for show purposes it takes experience to know
just when the proper time for cutting arrives. A few points to remem
ber to follow: Singles, Semi-doubles and Japanese type varieties can
be cut in firmer bud formation than can the Full-doubles. The expe
rienced exhibitor will place paper sacks over the buds he has selected
for his exhibition bloom, well in advance of cutting them. This cut
ting should be done just before the calyx breaks, or when there is a
slight feeling of softness under the touch. Bags should not be
removed to determine this state of development; in fact, they are not
removed until after they have been taken to the show room from the
storage room, the stems freshly cut and they are ready to be placed in
containers of fresh water. If the specimens are pretty well developed
in the sack, it might be left on until ready to remove them to the vari
ous classes provided by the exhibition committee. It is most interest
ing to watch them unfold with all their loveliness, as though they
were eager for competition and to display their beauty to the public.
The sacking will retain all the delicate tints and shades that the sun
would soon dissipate otherwise. It is like cutting a bud about to
burst into bloom and removing it into the house for its final dress
rehearsal.
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1995, MY PEONY YEAR IN REVIEW
Donna Robatto, Belford, New Jersey

Wow! What an exhilarating, exhausting year it has
been for me and the peonies. In early mid-May in my
garden, the tree peonies, approximately 20, put on their
exuberant, colorful show. For the next two weeks these
regal beauties shine, sparkle, shimmer, nod, twist, and
dance in the breeze, greeting visitors with a smile their
dance never to be forgotten. Just don't ask me their
names, please. Anyway, "What's in a name?"
They had names a long time ago. Foreign names.

Strange, harsh-sounding names. Difficult to memorize
names. I would call them: my Light Misty Pink, or Dark
Purple Satin, etc. And my gardening friends could
always count on me to provide them with a list of sources
for ordering beautiful tree peonies.
But here's the real reason why these tree peonies are

nameless...

15



BLAME IT ON THE GEESE!!
These self-appointed guardians of the gardens are in

fact, very, very efficient name tag terminators! It took a
while for me to discover that geese dislike pecking on metal.
From now on, I'm using metal rose markers everywhere.

SOON AFTER THE TREE PEONIES finish their
last dance, the herbaceous kinds begin their show. I have
several large raised beds, only a few years old, with a total
of 203 peonies. And they bloomed very well for me in 1995.
For obvious reasons, I will not try listing them here,
though I admit, I have a nice collection of singles, doubles,
semi-doubles, Japanese, and Itoh types all shades of
pink, red and purple, white, yellow and peach, two-tone,
three-tone, and all very very gorgeous. I love them all!
But love not shared is love lost (my opinion); therefore,

I had to share all this beauty with someone. In the years
past, my daughter would take to the office fresh flowers
from the garden: roses, iris, lilies, etc. This time it was
something new, a first PEONIES! And a mix of peonies,
different types, colors and sizes, can best be described as
mind-blowing when arranged in a large vase.
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IT CAUSED QUITE A STIR
CARRYING THAT LARGE VASE

In the parking lot, in the elevator, in the hallways,
people would stop her and admire the flowers. Some
would ask what flowers they were or worse, if they were
real. That day I received many requests for flowers.
The following day, Christina took several buckets to the

office, and the peonies were gone in a flash. Still people
were coming down the elevators, running through the corri
dors shouting: "Who's selling Pee-eenies?" "Who has Pee-
eenies?" My daughter called me to let me know that I and
the Pee-eenies caused a "frenzy" that day. Remarkable!

NEXT, A PILGRIMAGE TO A CHINESE
TREE PEONY FESTIVAL

A visitor to my garden in May, another Jersey girl who
just began her peony-growing adventures, asked me if I
would like to travel with her to Connecticut to the Chi
nese Peony Festival. We could also visit the White
Flower Farm nearby which is known to carry beautiful
peonies. How tempting, how exciting! We went! The
trip, although long, proved well worth the effort.
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CHINESE TREE PEONY FESTIVAL
AT THE CRICKET HILL GARDEN

The serenity, the atmosphere at the Cricket Hill, can
not be denied. The peonies were planted on a side of a
large sloping hill that was terraced with rocks and boul
ders. Plants were nestled among tall, tall trees that cast
light shade on the ground. It was my observation that
the herbaceous peonies planted here and there, were very
tall in comparison to mine which receive full sun all day.
Many beautiful Chinese tree peonies were full with

bloom. In a small nursery area were plants available for
purchase, to be shipped in the Fall.
Small groups of visitors were guided around the prop

erty by its gracious host, David. And the people kept
arriving by buses and vans.
There were many Oriental faces in the crowd. For

some Chinese old-timers this was the very first time they
were able to see this revered, and talked about, flower.
Down at the foot of the hill lay a primordial pond

where the resident Bull Frogs performed. The Chinese
visitors called these Cow Frogs, and from time to time
somebody would ask: "Where are the cows?"

WHITE FLOWER FARM AND GARDEN CENTER

It was May 28, the weather was nice, and the garden
center was filled with gardening enthusiasts, pushing
carts loaded with plants, bushes and trees. Their tree
peonies were beautiful, blooming on top of the hill in a
long row. What a sight!
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A HILL, A SLOPE, A MOUNTAIN OH,
HOW IWISH...

And the grass is always greener on the other side! My
four-acre garden is flat. It slopes just a little to the south.
Sometimes, after heavy rain, that part of the garden will
remain soggy for a day or two. My formal large rose gar
dens, the vegetable garden, and the peony beds and gar
dens, are located there. I designed all in raised beds for
better drainage as well as for the visual appeal.
What a back-breaking, time-consuming and costly

undertaking that was! I'm glad it is all over and finished.
The final giant peony bed completed in 1995, took three
years in the making, four trucks of aged cow manure, 30
large bales of peat moss, 30 yards of top soil, 10 bags of
green sand, 10 bags of rock phosphate, 5 bags of garden
gypsum and 3 bags of garden lime and buckets of sweat
and a lot of pain! Was it worth this effort? You bet it was!

Seventy herbaceous peonies which had to be dug into
the vegetable garden in 1994 because of an unplanned trip
to Argentina, had to be transplanted the following year. I
carried each to the new location on the shovel with as
much soil as possible attached to the roots. In addition,
twenty-seven new ones ordered, were also planted there.

Eight Chinese herbaceous peonies were added that
Fall. Half of them don't have names translated into Eng
lish, but one is called Perfect Gold; others are: Pink
Jade Building and a Rich Man, but my favorite has to
be the one called Purple Goose Flying Over Frosted
Field. Can't wait to see that one bloom!
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IS THE FLOWER WHITE STRIPED WITH RED?
OR RED FLOWER WITH WHITE STRIPES??
The Japanese tree peony Shimanishiki, is striped, red-

white white-red. I planted four in my large bed last Fall.
I declare that Shimanishiki is a red flower striped white.
Why? Because I have seen a large bush in bloom. Most of
that bush has reverted to the original type having solid red
flowers. Avery small portion of that plant retained its sport.
Here are just some of the peonies planted in 1995 in

that large bed:
Garden Treasure, Viking Full Moon, Bartzella,

Cora Louise, First Arrival, Pastel Splendor, My
Love, Bernice Carr, Dearest, Ludovica, Firelight,
Opal, Capital Dome, Kay Tischler, Missies Blush,
Lavon, Dawn Glo, Color Magnet, Golden Wings,
May Music, White Ivory, Alexander Woolcott, Her
itage, Largo, Salmon Surprise, Salmon Chiffon,
Salmon Glory, Violet Dawnson, Walter Mains, Wal
ter Faxon, Ella Christiansen, Faith Fenton, Laura
Magnusson, Betty Warner, Marietta Sisson, Red
Goddess, Tourangelle, Eventide, Annisquam, Nip
pon Brilliant, Gold Crest, Chestine Gowdy, Man-
daleen, Mary Eddy Jones, Nellie Saylor, White Cap,
Cora Stubbs, Superior, Martin Cahuzac, Mahogany,
Kansas, Lullaby, Hazel Kinney, Kelway's Glorious,
Colleen Marie, Philippe Rivoire, Paree Fru Fru,
Edulis Superba, Myra McRae, etc.
I had an interesting experience planting peonies last

Fall. Often, I will order a plant by the way it is described
in the catalog. One described as a clear hydrangea pink
caught my fancy. Wow! Clear hydrangea pink must
order that one!
I ordered several different peonies from this company,

and all were large, healthy roots. The 'clear hydrangea
pink' root consisted of one fat, somewhat hollowed, center
portion which had many fat roots in all directions, and no
"EYES"!! Where are the "eyes"? I rinsed the root and
consulted a gardening friend.
That root had no "eyes" and it could be anyone's guess

which way was up or down. Out of compassion, I planted
that root and wrote to the company. They sent me a
replacement which had several big pinkish "eyes."
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MANY WEEKS AFTER PLANTING, I DECIDED TO
CHECK THE BLIND PEONY

I removed some soil with my finger and what a sur
prise! This root had many tiny pink growths the size of
[let's say] the letter "a."

Sometime ago, someone wrote in the Bulletin that it is
possible for a section of peony root to produce growth.
Now I will observe and compare these two plants to see
how long it will take for this particular one to bloom.

There are 5 types of peonies:
* A single peonv has a flower with five or more true petals and a
center made up of many stamens with pollen bearing anthers.

* The Japanese peony has five or more guard petals with a cen
ter of staminodes almost completely without pollen.

* The amemone type resembles the above Japanese, but there
are no anthers and the staminodes have taken on a petal-like
character being narrow and incurved, more or less. These
petal-like characters are called petalodes.

* The semi-double type always show a greater or less number of
broad petals intermixed with the stamens, a prominent feature.

* The double type peonies are composed of many fully developed
petals which completely hide any stamens in the center.
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CUTTING AND STORING PEONIES
Myron D. Bigger, Topeka, Kansas

Growing peonies for cut flowers takes time and care.
Your peony plants do best when planted three and one-half to

four feet apart, in each direction. This makes cultivation easier and
gives free air circulation among the plants. It is better for the plants
if they are not used for cut flowers until they are at least four years
old.
If your plants are strong and healthy, you should be able to

remove about one-fourth of the stems the next year or two. Never
remove over half the foliage from any plant, if you want good flowers
the following year.

Some home markets will take very short stems. Then you can
remove more flowers and still have one-half of the foliage on each
plant.

In order to have nice flowers, they should be disbudded. In the
Spring, watch your plants closely and remove all side buds from each
stem leaving only one, on top. Take this terminal bud in one hand
and stretch the stem taut. With the other hand give the side buds a
quick break out, sideways. This takes a little practice. The younger
the buds, the easier it is to do. It is also much easier after a rain, as
the sticky syrup is washed from the buds.

Watch your buds closely. When they are about as soft as marsh-
mallows, they are ready to cut. For the wholesale florist, they have
to be cut much tighter than this stage. This will come with experi
ence. As soon as possible after they are cut, get them in cold storage.
Store them as near 34 degrees Fahrenheit as possible to do.

We wrap our peonies in 24" white butcher paper and leave top
and bottom of the packages open for ventilation. The packaged
peonies are then set in bushel baskets or boxes and store them dry at
35°. Do not freeze them. You may find some other way of storing,
such as ventilated boxes, where you can lay them down and air can
circulate around them. The buds must dry off before storing, or they
will have a tendency to spoil. (See picture illustration.)

Some growers say to store in water, and I say dry! And you know,
we both come out all right!

I found that if they are stored in water the buds will not dry off
enough to keep them from water spotting, should they be kept in
storage very long.

When the flowers are taken out of storage for sale or use, the
ends of the stems should be cut off and then placed in water at least
24 hours. Storing them dry, as we do, takes a little longer for them to
fully open than being stored in water.

Almost any variety of lactiflora peonies will keep two weeks and
open to a beautiful flower. Some varieties keep longer than others.
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Some of the very heavy petaled full rose type peonies will not take
cold storage from the bud stage.

Bomb type, like Snow Mountain, Charlie's White, Mons.
Jules Elie, Felix Crousse and many others will take longer stor
age, and perform well when removed.

The less pollen a peony has in the bloom, the better it will per
form. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt is one peony that is not a bomb
that does well. It also does not have any pollen to my knowledge. It
also does not have so many tightly packed petals, as many of the oth
er big flowers.

With experience you will find just what the trade wants. The
wholesale florist will want longer storage.

Don't be afraid to handle your peonies. Few flowers can take the
rough handling that peonies can endure.

This cut flower carrier is used to carry the flowers in from the
field. It handles 30-40 dozen bundles for two men to carry which is
two to three times more than two men could carry in their arms, and
no broken stems.
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ELIZABETH GLASSCOCK FALK
Elizabeth Glasscock Falk passed away December 20, 1995, at the

age of 91. She had been in declining health for several years. Mrs.
Falk was the daughter of Lyman D. Glasscock who introduced many
hybrid peonies including the Gold Medal recipients, Red Charm and
Burma Ruby. In 1993, the Glasscock peony, Mothers Choice, was
also awarded the Gold Medal.

After the death of her father in 1952, Elizabeth discovered sever
al promising peonies among the seedlings he had planted. One of the
most notable was a late season, deep red, double hybrid of extraordi
nary substance. She named this seedling Old Faithful. It has
become a favorite peony.

During the 1950's, Mrs. Falk exhibited her father's peonies at
several National Exhibitions. It was a memorable day in 1953 when
May Delight was named the best hybrid and Grand Champion at
the National Exhibition in Kansas City, Missouri.

In the early years of the 1980's, Mrs. Falk and her son planted a
new peony field. It took three planting seasons to complete the field
of approximately 1500 plants. Their goal was to propagate both
named and unnamed Glasscock originations. Much work remains to
be done on the evaluation of the seedlings.

Elizabeth continued caring for her peonies even into her mid-80's,
weeding by hand, as well as cultivating with her tractor. Poor health
in recent years made this impossible, but it did not diminish her love
of peonies or her(pride in her father's contributions.

Among the peonies which were named and registered by Eliza
beth are Friendship a bright pink single hybrid, Pink Chiffon a
light pink Japanese hybrid, Summer Snow a single white hybrid
and White Charm which has the size and shape of Red Charm.
These and other introductions would have been lost if it had not been
for Elizabeth's dedicated work. Her son, Earl, will continue the
Glasscock-Falk peonies.
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DAVID L. REATH
My friend, David L. Reath, taught me to pursue the love of plants

without putting any limits on one's imagination, desire, or commitment
for their improvement and quality. His keen insights of the peony, hos-
ta, daylily, Siberian iris, daffodil, primrose and Martigon lily worlds
were freely shared by him to myself, and many other garden and plant
friends. His well-thought letters in clear, bold handwriting were, and
are, a wealth of useful knowledge and experience.

For generations of peony lovers to come, David and Eleanor sal
vaged the advanced rare peony work that Professor A. P. Saunders
accomplished later in his life. By working with Professor Saunder's
daughter, Silvia Saunders, they brought forward these choice selections
for all of us to enjoy. David reorganized Saunder's tree and herbaceous
hybrid peony selections and propagated them on a true-to-name basis.
This was part of the foundation for David's successful mail-order distri
bution business. David took tree peonies a step further by propagating
and marketing the varieties of Saunder's protegees William Gratwick
and Nassos Daphnis.

By carrying on these gentlemens' work, David served international
horticulture well. But he took his interests further by initiating his
own intense and thoughtful breeding and selecting program for both
woody and herbaceous hybrid peonies. Needless to say, is there a more
beautiful herbaceous hybrid peony than David's Salmon Dream? Can
beauty and garden performance be better than his alluring tree peony
hybrid, Waucedah Princess?

David's other fine peony breeding efforts include the tree peonies:
Alice in Wonderland, Golden Era, Sunrise and Ruffled Sunset,
and herbaceous peonies: Cream Delight, the diminutive little Red
Charm, Pink Pom Pom, Rozella, Superior, White Frost and the
most lavender colored herbaceous peony with cut foliage, Windchimes.

What a fortunate man to have had a super supportive wife, Eleanor,
and a son and daughter-in-law, Scott and Elizabeth, to carry on his
peony tradition and plant business. I'm certain that Scott will intro
duce more of his father's excellent hybrids as they are further evaluated
and propagated to sufficient marketing numbers.

Visitors to David and Eleanor's home garden had to be impressed
and amazed by their landscape display of mature hostas. David's artis
tic design eye was evident in lush, curved display borders of the newest
and fanciest clones of these excellent shade-loving perennials. The tall
pines and hardwood woods as a backdrop made this garden special.
Primroses, ferns, and Martigon lilies were also nicely inter-planted.

David L. Reath certainly loved and had a magical touch for plants. He
also hybridized rare geese, and grew commercial Christmas trees. With
all this, he kept his day job as a talented and well-liked veterinarian of
large and small animals. Dr. David L. Reath indeed was a busy man.

My heart-felt sympathy and prayers go out to Eleanor and their
children: Robert, Scott, Katherine, and Mark. You certainly can be
proud of David and his accomplishments. He would want all of you to
carry on with pride and dignity.

Roy Klehm
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TREE PEONY BREEDING IN JAPAN
Ryoji Hashida, 1-2-11 Honcho, Tatebayashi, Gunma, Japan

History of Tree Peony Breeding
About 1300 years ago, seeds of tree peony were brought into

Japan from China. Its flowers were appreciated, but for long long
years it was cultivated to use its roots for medicine. In the classic lit
eratures written about 100 years after its arrival, it was called
"Boutan" and its flowers were appreciated in gardens of noble men
and Buddhist temples. Cultivated varieties of chrysanthemum and
rose also were brought into Japan from China about the same time.

For about 800 years after Boutan appeared in classics, the tree
peony was not found in classical documents, although Buddhist
priests brought back to Japan pictures of Chinese tree peony. It was
cultivated as a shrub herb, but had not been an appreciated flower.
Of course, plant breeding had not been carried out.

About 450 years ago, many tree peony varieties were imported from
China. They were grown in temples near Osaka and Kyoto, and also in
Hakata castle town in Kyushu. Then afterwards the way to arrange a
tree peony flower was written, and it appeared in a flower arrangement
book. In this book, tree peony was called "Botan," not "Boutan."

About 400 years ago in Japan warring state era ended, and all of
Japan had been nationalized by Toyotomi and successively by Toku-
gawa Shogun. In this time, pictures of tree peony were drawn on
sliding paper doors in Osaka castle and temples in Kyoto by notable
painters. Two temples in Kyoto now preserve the pictures of this
time. The flowers in these pictures are light, semi-double, and pale
pink. About the time when tree peony saplings were imported from
China, there were in China many [and almost the same] varieties as
in modern China. Japanese people liked semi-double flowers bloom
ing upward on upright stems. I think these flowers drawn on paper
doors were breeded by Japanese by that time.

A peaceful period lasted for a long time under the rule of Toku-
gana Shogun, and consequently common people in great castle towns
began to make a better living. They began to have their own culture.
Their dresses became more beautiful, because techniques of weaving
and dyeing had made progress. They enjoyed horticulture. Horticul
tural books were published for the first time in Edo (old Tokyo) and
Kyoto. In the one book published about 300 years ago, tree peony
was printed on the top pages, and these pages were most of this book.
Names of 333 varieties were listed, and their colors and distinctive
features of flowers were explained.

At that time purplish black frocks at the base of petals were dis
liked. Pure white flowers without flares were breeded already, and
red flowers without frocks also. Round type pistil was liked (though
it would split after petals fell off), and a flower with few stamen was
liked liked because it was noble in comparison to a flower with much

26



stamen. Ball type varieties had been imported already, but they
were not used as parents of breeding. Ball type flower blooming
downward was disliked, and a flower blooming upward on upright
stem was preferred.

In Japan at that time, more and more pistils were not sought.
Pure white flower with yellow stamen and deep red flower with yel
low stamen or pink flower shading off at its petals top were sought as
a target of improvement. Remontant varieties were breeded already
at this time.

We've seen a picture book of cultivated flowers whose pictures
were painted about 160 years ago. Tree peony flowers were painted
on 31 sheets in this book. We could investigate colors and features of
31 varieties. There were beautiful flowers whose petals are wavy
and somewhat twisted. Furthermore, we found three flowers whose
names are " jishi" (cf. APS Bulletin 293). The flowers in the book
are light semi-double or heavy semi-double, and the flower whose
petals are more than heavy semi-double is not found.

About 130 years ago, the era of Tokugawa Shogun ended. Japan
began to trade with Europe and United States, and introduced west
ern culture and production technique. Many new garden plants were
imported, and breeding of tree peonies was extensively carried out.
Bright colors and many petals were desired, but in spite of more
petals the flower blooming upward on upright stem was wanted.
Almost all the variety remaining at present were breeded at this time
and the following years. Among the 31 varieties in the old book, only
one variety remains at present.

Distinctive features of Breeding in Japan
In China, breedings of tree peony began to be carried out from

1500 years ago. Many deep or light colors, and many petals were
sought, to say in a few words. Therefore, types of flowers classified
according to number of petals.

Single 10-14 petals
Light semi-double 15-30 petals
Heavy semi-double 30-50 petals
Double 50-100 petals
Globular ball 100-150 petals

On brimlike outer petals small inner petals are gathered like a ball.
Oval 150-200 petals

Small inner petals are piled higher than globular ball.
Indian lotus type have 15-20 broad petals and resembles Indian

lotus flower.
In Japan, types of flowers are sorted by the form of petals, and

consequently the whole flower.
Shishizaki some flowers have wavy or twisted petals. And

moreover, in case rows of petals are twisted, these flowers are called
Shishizaki. Japanese people find a beauty of asymmetry in these
flowers. (Photo 1, cf. APS Bulletin 293.)
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Warped inside petals this flower has petals warped inside
toward its center. Consequently, its petals do not open too much in
the afternoon sunshine. (Photo 2.)

Crammed petals heavy semi-double flower has large outer
petals and small inner petals arranged side by side and lining each
other. (Photo 3.)

Heaped up petals heavy semi-double flower has large outer
petals and long small inner petals. Many inner petals are piled up
and the center of flower looks heaped up. (Photo 4.)

Japanese elegant dancing light semi-double flower. Size of
outer and inner petals are not so much different. When we look at
this flower sideward, we are reminded of Japanese slow dancing of a
woman wearing Japanese clothes with long sleeves. (Photo 5 and
Photo on cover of this Bulletin.)
Piled up petals heavy semi-double flower. Size of outer and

inner petals are not so much different. This flower looks like petals
are piled up. (Photo 6.)

Breeding continued from 100 years before to present time
was projected to make many beautiful forms mentioned above, but
ball type flower like Chinese Moutan was not raised.
I don't deny these breeding in Japan have an important defect.

Breeded beautiful flowers open to excess degree and go out of their
beautiful shape in afternoon sunlight. So, in Japan, black net is cov
ered partly over peony shrubs, so the flowers are protected from sun
light. Nevertheless it says that tree peony flowers must be seen ear
ly in the morning. Ball type flower has closely jammed petal, and
accordingly it does not open to excess degree, and does not lose its
beautiful shape. I think this is the reason that Chinese and Ameri
can people like ball type flowers.



1



Now Available

A Book of Tree

and Herbaceous Peonies

in Modern Janan
Photos
306 Varieties Tree Peonies
83 Varieties Herbaceous Peonies

9x12 inches, 255 pages
A little high price but useful to identify
variety names.

Please send ¥ 21 ,000 Japanese Yen by international postal
money order or bank draft to Japan Tree Peony Society.

tjapan Tree Peony Society
1-2-11 Honcho, Tatebayashi,

Gunma 374 Japan
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LETTERS!
You cannot possibly imagine the pleasure I am deriving from my

peonies. My husband delighted in referring to our child, Marietta, as
his very own MISS AMERICA. When I began to collect peonies I
planted three MISS AMERICA'S in my garden, over twenty years
ago, and the day before Marietta's wedding I cut two dozen to be used
on the altar. Since her father had passed away by that time, it was a
special touching gesture added to her wedding day.

Since then, I have found great delight in presenting new parents
with a peony root to commemorate the birth of a new baby, or the
acquisition of a new home; CHARLIE'S WHITE for a new grandson;
CLASS ACT another grandson; RED ENSIGN for the red-haired
cherub of a friend; SWEET SIXTEEN as a gift for a charming young
lady; ANGEL CHEEKS for baby Madelaine, and RED CHARM for
baby Austin. I'm having a wonderful time promoting peonies.
I must also add that my own combination of MONTEZUMA

blooming in conjunction with various ALLIUM and DAMES ROCK
ET, thrill those I invite to come for garden walks. Everyone loves to
wander through the garden when all my other peonies are blooming.

What am I doing to promote the peony? Loving the many old and
new varieties, having garden walks, plus giving peony roots as gifts.

Marge Donne, Olympia Fields, Illinois*****
I had the privilege of meeting you at the Royal Botanical Gardens

peony show a few years ago, so it is a pleasure to remember that
occasion.
I have flirted with the hosta, the daylily, the rose, but always

come back to the peony, my true love. But I had never thought of
what I could do for the peony. The Lord knows, it has done a lot for
me, having given me so much pleasure and enjoyment.

My garden is in a suburban lot where I grow 41 herbaceous
peonies (the majority are hybrids) and 30 tree peonies. What I DO do
is to try to entice everybody I know to come in and enjoy them, too.
They are up and down a long driveway, and the herbaceous hybrids
make quite a show there, for all to see who drive or walk by. I main
tain these and all the other gardens I have by myself, and being an
old woman now, I have my hands full with that. But I will think
about what you have asked.

For all of our sakes, I hope 1996 will bring exactly the kind of
weather we and the peony like, that we are privileged to have ONE
MORE SPRING, and the peonies do us proud!

Mrs. Louise Weekes, London, Ontario, Canada*****
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Dear Greta,
Sidewalk paths tunneled through snowdrifts shoulder high, and

mountains of snow plowed up in the streets higher than city buses
caught New Yorkers off guard during the worst blizzard in years, and
the world simply vanished into a swirling mass of white. After dig
ging out, helped by a couple of warmer than usual days, New York
received another weather hit.

That massive storm, which brought so much snow to your area,
arrived here in the form ofwind-driven rain, with gusts of up to 60 mph.
It brought down the facade of an empty building a block away and
uprooted trees, which fell onto electric lines, causing power outages.
I understand the wind chill was 60 degrees below zero in some

places on the northern plains, and there was so much snow falling in
Minnesota that the snow plows didn't get out of their garages. I trust
you were well provisioned and safe inside during this wintry blast.

New York City always responds to snow as if it were a personal
affront, immediately spreading salt pellets over everything, which
can't possibly be good for the trees and vegetation. Streets were
nearly empty for a couple of days; now cars, freed from snowy
entombment, have returned, screaming their disapproval of one
another, and mountains of garbage have replaced the snow.

Several beach houses were washed away by unusually high tides
and the changing currents, which eroded the beach in some commu
nities. The island caretaker called in November, shortly after the cot
tage had been closed for the winter, to say that a beach plum tree
near the back steps had blown down. Otherwise, the garden remains
enveloped in a snowy embrace. The beach plum, in bloom in the
background, was caught in a photo of Red Grace last year, remind
ing me of the wonderful shade it provided as I did chores.

Colorfully illustrated seed catalogs presage the spring, while
wind-lashed rain outside says otherwise. Around 1978, I received a
large fold-out color brochure of peonies and hostas from Klehms. I
asked them if peonies would grow on Fire Island. The answer was
yes, given proper planting, and so I ordered Whopper, Red Grace,
and, I think, Vivid Rose. The following spring Red Grace produced
three enormous blooms, and that fragrant beauty has made each sub
sequent spring special. For me it is already a Gold Medal peony.

For years, borers have devoured the squash plants before I got
any squash, and I'm determined to try "Sunburst Scallop." This time
the borers can dine on Dipel!

The discovery in October of a new planet, then two more this
month, along with the possibility that life could exist on at least one
of them, is so exciting. Do you suppose peonies are to be found there?

My best wishes to you and the American Peony Society. Looking
forward to spring, newly-planted peonies, and, of course, my favorite
Red Grace.

With warmest regards,
Vernon Kidd

New York, New York 10036
January 22, 1996
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Date ofpeony bloom, in garden oflrdene Bonzer, Hecla, So. Dakota
First peony to bloom Fern Leaf May 24
June 2 Roselette
June 11 Requiem
June 15 temperature soared in the 90° with hot wind and

humidity
Big Ben Madam Butterfly Jessie Earl Rosen-

field, and many more.
June 27 used the side buds to supply flowers for the all-school

reunion tables. I have about 125 varieties of peonies.
* * * * *

I grew lilies, daylilies and other perennials, then one day I saw a
tree peony. I began reading about them and now I have seven named
varieties and one that bloomed from seed. It is of interest to me to
grow plants from seed, so now I have seedlings from the American
Peony Society seed exchange.
I am a Purdue Master Gardener, give lectures, and show them

tree peonies in bloom. I have given some seedlings to friends that
have the same interest.

Dolores Wright, Fort Wayne, Indiana*****
What have we been doing for the cause of the Peony? Growing

and caring for them, the last 45 years, and it has enriched our lives
in many ways. We have sold cut flowers for many years, sold roots to
many people, and a few in far-away places. This past Summer was
very dry at the beginning of May, and we thought it would be a year
of drought. It turned out just the opposite as it was one of the best
years. The rain came and we shook out the bloom two or three times,
and it was all worth it. We made many people happy in getting the
flowers. We have started many people in growing peonies, and many
times called the 'Peony Man.' Both of us grew up with peonies.

Alvin and Julia Huebner, Indianapolis, Indiana*****
Many Japanese painters had tried to paint Botan since the 15th

century. At that time they were strongly affected by the Chinese way
of painting. In the 19th century they have begun to paint highly
individual paintings. We now have many masterpieces of Botan at
many galleries or art museums in Japan.

Sadao Itoh, Yokkaichi, Japan*****
We had a wet and cool Spring. Then June came hot and dry. But

the peonies were beautiful! I had another P. suffruticosa crossed with
mixed cultivars bloom this year. The seed was started in 1988, so
they take a long time to bloom. Then I had a P. tenuifolia derived
from Laddie and crossed back with P. tenuifolia bloom also. This is
seed from the Society. Arlene Ballard, Lake Park, Minnesota*****
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"THE KELSEY PEONY"
A Tale ofSerendipity

Charlie Kroell, Troy, Michigan
"A fine looking peony plant!" I exclaimed, as my eyes fell upon a

mature, robust lactiflora in full bud one Spring day in 1993. It was
part of the foundation planting at the home of Charles and Eleanor
Griswold, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. I had spent the morning work
ing on a consulting job with Chuck and was bidding them adieu when
the remark was made. "That's the Kelsey peony," Chuck replied. My
interest piqued and I queried, "Whaddya mean the Kelsey peony??"
"My uncle, Ernest Kelsey, was a peony grower and breeder in New
York many years ago," explained Eleanor. "This is one of his introduc
tions, but unfortunately its name has been lost." Ernest Flint Kelsey!
Indeed, the name was familiar. . .one of the handful of American breed
ing pioneers who have contributed such a wealth of diversity and
beauty to the genus Paeonia, and thereby to our gardens as well.
Beyond that, however, my knowledge was meager. I really knew noth
ing of the man nor of the number or names of his introductions.
Eleanor continued, recounting some interesting facts about her uncle
and noting that he chose to name many of his selections to honor fam
ily members and friends, including one for her mother, Ruth Clay.
Gilbert Wild, Inc. had been the main distributor for Kelsey peonies in
decades past. However, when several years ago a yearning to collect
some of these now-scarce cultivars arose in Eleanor, and she inquired
as to their availability, the response was negative.

Here was a challenge which I resolved to accept... to locate a
source of other Kelsey peonies which might be acquired by Eleanor
and Chuck to join the one fine old innominate specimen in adoring
their landscape each Spring. The first step was straightforward and
simple. A quick reference to History of the Peonies and Their Origins
(p. 135), revealed a list of some 104 Kelsey introductions, many of
them further described in glowing terms and highly recommended in
the list of cultivars which this excellent reference provides. Next,
there occurred a most fortuitous event. At the APS convention ban
quet in Mansfield, Ohio, a couple of weeks or so later, I met Joe Gloc-
ka, owner of Glocka-Morra Peony Gardens in West Allis, Wisconsin.
When I broached the subject of the quest to which I had committed
myself he smiled broadly and said, "I grow some of the Kelsey
peonies." And further, to my utter delight, "I grow Ruth Clay!"

That Fall, Eleanor took delivery of five roots of her uncle's now-
rare peony introductions: Laura Kelsey, Marilla Beauty, Mother's
Day, Rare China and, of course, Ruth Clay. These varieties are
not listed in the Glocka-Morra sales inventory; and it was necessary
for Joe to dig and divide ten-year-old plants to supply the roots,
which he did willingly, and for a very reasonable price. The divisions

34



are now growing toward maturity in a bed especially prepared for
them in the front yard of the Griswold home. I asked Eleanor if she
might offer a bit of additional information regarding her uncle to sup
plement this article. She submitted the following, which it seems
most appropriate to entitle:

Ernest Kelsey A Cameo Portrait
by Eleanor Griswold

Ernest Kelsey, my favorite relative, was a big man with a big
voice and a big mustache that tickled when he hugged me. I know
now that he had been a very successful businessman, the vice presi
dent of the Wm. Hengerer Company, a department store in Buffalo,
New York. But as a child I knew him as a warm and loving grown-up
whose oak tree housed a robin's nest, whose garden was filled with
flowers, and whose home, Tri Terrace, was the best place to visit on a
Sunday afternoon.

Uncle Ernest and Aunt Grace had acquired the old farm, just out
side of Marilla, New York, in the mid-twenties. They spent their
summers there and, at Ernest's retirement, sold the big house in Buf
falo and moved to the country to raise peonies.

Reading the list of the dozens of varieties my uncle originated
evokes memories of those for whom the plants were named. A peony
honors each of his and Aunt Grace's four children: Ernest, Laura,
Lois and Stillman. Many are named for other family members
including the red beauty honoring my mother, Ruth Clay; and many
friends were recognized by having a peony named after them.

Most any event was an excuse for a get-together at Tri Terrace of
friends and relatives... a birthday, a new baby, a sunny day, or just
as Uncle Ernie would put it a day to celebrate "when the 'pinies'
start to bloom." Good food, of course, was part of any occasion; and
Aunt Grace saw to that! Frequently, a new poem needed to be
reviewed, for Ernest wrote wonderful verses about such things as
toads, trees, and fireflies. There was usually singing, accompanied
by their daughter Laura who was an accomplished teacher of piano
(Leonard Penario had been one of her students). In season, the house
was fragrant with vases and jars and buckets stuffed full of glorious,
nose-nuzzling peonies. After dark everyone gathered around a blaz
ing fire in the big stone fireplace, with the little children on a bear
skin rug before the hearth, and listened to Uncle Ernest tell stories.

When in 1946, his life came to an end, it was decided to use my
parents' house in Buffalo instead of a funeral home, allowing my
aunt to greet their host of friends but also to rest frequently between
visitors. The casket was set up in our living room and it was not
until the house had settled for the night that I discovered that my
half-finished book had been left on a table behind the casket. Deter
mined to retrieve it, I crept softly down the stairs, into the living
room, under Uncle Ernie, grasped my book and dashed back to my
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room, quite certain that I heard a soft chuckle following me up the
stairs. I intended no disrespect either then or in telling that incident,
for my uncle and I had had a rather special relationship.
I remember a family gathering one hot Summer day when I was

an awkward child of about ten or twelve. The adults were sitting in
the living room at Tri Terrace and I had fled, with a book of course, to
a rocking chair on the veranda, when through the open windows I
became aware that their conversation had shifted to a discussion of
the strengths and shortcomings of the young. I heard my own moth
er lamenting my lack of social graces. Up spoke Uncle Ernest, "Now,
Ruth," he admonished, "stop your fretting. I know that child, and
she's going to turn out all right."

My Uncle Ernie, God love him... more than fifty years later, his
confidence reassures me still, and his beautiful peonies now brighten
my garden as the memory of his dear self brightens my life.

Postscript...
Following is one of Ernest Kelsey's charming poems, selected

from a small volume of his verses published in 1941 which, I believe,
further helps to define the personality of this remarkable gentleman:

LIBERATED
The distant honking wedge of geese

Across the cold grey skies
Calls pleadingly to fettered life

That in my garden lies.
Those jostling ice-cakes surly crunch

At flood-filled riversides
Arouses sleeping prisoners
Fast chained by frozen tides.

The tinkling evedrop's rhythmic beat
From crystal organ pipes

Repeats persistently the call
"Lay by your prison stripes."
Wing-weary robins rest awhile

Upon a leafless tree,
And call beseechingly to earth,

"I sing release to thee."
From mead and stream, from lake and fen,

Their voices sing, "Go free,
Unlock those ice-bound prison bars,
For Spring has brought the key."

Note From Laura G. Kelsey 1948, R named Ernest Hutcheson is
the world-renounced pianist and teacher, former Dean and President
of the Juillard School of Music in New York, and was my teacher
when I studied in New York.
P. Kathalo Kesley was my paternal grandfather, and my Dad was so
fond of him. I did help my father name a few of his originations.
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'Ruth Clay' (Kelsey 1935)

TREE PEONIES IN AUSTRALIA
From Trevor Nottle Garden Writer. Garden Historian. Designer,

Consultant. WALNUT HILL 5 Walker Street. Stirling. SA 5152. Aus
tralia Rh./FAX (61 8) 339-4210
I read with interest an article by Harvey Stoke, Growing Tree

Peonies from Seed in The American Peony Society Bulletin No. 296,
December 1995. I have only two named Tree Peonies, Souvenir de
Maxine Cornu and Alice Harding, and consequently I am depen
dent on raising plants from seed to increase my collection. I have
raised Tree Peony seeds from Luoyang, from Leningrad Botanic Gar
den, from Vladivostok Botanic Garden, and from American, British,
Japanese and New Zealand plant society seed distributions. So far I
have about twenty well-established bushes and have several dozen
smaller plants in pots waiting to be set out in the garden. Reading
Mr. Stoke's article and several others in the Bulletin, I note that it is
recommended the plants be planted in semi-shaded conditions, or in
partial shade during afternoons. I cannot say that I have ever had
much success with Tree Peonies grown under such circumstances. I
find they grow and flower best in full sun provided their roots are
kept cool by deep mulching with coarsely shredded garden waste or
low perennials. They certainly do not respond well to conditions
where tree roots provide strong competition for soil moisture and
nutrients. Although I have not yet visited Louyang in China to see
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the fields of Tree Peonies, I believe from photographs I have seen of
the nurseries there that they, too, prefer to grow their plants in very
open situations.

Just in case others are not familiar with climates in Australia, do
not imagine that it is a Peony Heaven.

Where I garden near Adelaide in South Australia we have only
30" of rain per year, mostly dumped in deluges from late April to ear
ly November Winter and Spring here. There is no rain at all for the
rest of the year, so our Summers are marked by drought. And that is
not all; our Summers are very hot; day temperatures frequently soar
near and over 100° Celsius, and in late Summer these temperatures
can go on for three to four weeks without relief.

At this time evaporation rates far exceed the available water
stored in the sub-soil by no means ideal conditions for Tree Peonies!
Yet Tree Peonies survive and flower prolifically given a bare minimum
of irrigation AND the all-important mulch. Once the new foliage has
hardened off, established plants can tolerate quite dry conditions,
though not bone dry soil. Seedlings and newly set-out plants do want
careful watering through their first Summer in the open garden.

Northern Hemisphere growers might also like to know that we do
not get any snow, apart from very infrequent flurries about 10 years
apart, nor do we get any hard frosts. Still Tree Peonies grow vigor
ously and flower well. The plants are much more adaptable than
many growers think. Could it be the fear of losing very expensive
bought hybrids that causes some gardeners to cosset their Tree
Peonies? Perhaps they are tougher than recorded wisdom has it?

Just for the information of other readers we have seedling plants
raised twenty years ago that are every bit as good as named hybrids,
though I could wish the color range was as wide. Some of the plants
are around 10 ft. tall and erect in habit, while others are more
spreading. I find they take pruning well, and once I have hardened
my heart to do the deed, the plants respond well by branching and
suckering from low on the stems.
I would suggest that gardeners with a few Tree Peony seedlings

to spare should try them in a variety of conditions from open to shaded,
give them equal care, and see in a few years which plants are perform
ing best.

TABLETING AND PRUNING OF CHINESE TREE
PEONY

by Wu Jingxu, General Manager & Senior Agronomist working in
Luoyang Huafeng Ltd. Co. ofPeony & Horticulture
(Address: No. 3 Doanan Rd., Luoyang City, China)

In order to make the tree peonies bloom with larger, more beauti
ful flower color & flower shape, and have a nice tree shape, it's also
very important to properly tablet (shape) and prune them. I will
introduce our practice as follows:
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I. Suckering and Pruning in Spring
For the plants just divided in the last Autumn- Winter season, 1-2

year-old grafted plants, and the old plants only having smaller
branches (e.g. single trunk plant), which had not yet been cut back in
the last Autumn-Winter season, should be all cut away from the sur
face of soil before sprouting immediately after. Then select, decide,
and retain several better branches or sprouts among these branches,
and the rest should all be removed or suckered in time. The other
plants, also, should only retain 5-10 better branches on each plant.
Cut away the rest from the surface of the soil or below the soil. Due
to new buds or sprouts which constantly germinate quickly, they
should be cut every 3-5 days, total 2-3 times in the whole Spring.
Also, in order to save nutrition, strengthen growing speed, and to
avoid germs in the withered flower petals, the remnant flowers have
to be cut away as soon as possible after blooming. But, due to the
leaves being the place of photosynthesis, only remove the flower stalk
instead of leaves. At the same time, the branches sprouted from the
dormant buds of old branches and other useless branches should also
be removed. For the tree peony plants produced by grafting should
also be thoroughly watched because of suckering, as sometimes the
stock buds may vigorously sprout and grow.
II. Removing Buds (suckering) in Summer

Due to being able to watch and enjoy the effect of a higher plant,
it's necessary to adjust the bearing position from the first ten days to
the last ten days of June, so as to make the flower buds produce near
the basic (lowest) position of newly-sprouted shoots. This will make
the Moutan produce more flowers, but also may control the plant
height to the flowering branches at the axil of the leaf, as soon after
blooming it may produce suckering so the others should all be
removed except two suckers to be retained at the base of branches.
This is done to collect nutrition and differentiate flower buds; conse
quently, it is best to remove them early. At first the buds are small
and not easy to handle, so carefully remove with a bamboo slip or
tweezers when sucker grows to suitable size. To leaf branches, they
can be used for probationary branches and be sprouted from the low
er position of old branches or the base of plant, and cannot hinder the
terminal bud and side buds near it to differentiate flower buds. They
cannot be removed temporarily at this period until Autumn and Win
ter pruning time when we conduct handling of the buds,
m. Autumn-Winter Pruning

In view of defoliation of tree peonies earlier than other deciduous
flowers and plants, so conduct the Winter pruning analogous to other
flowers and plants in Autumn. Because while it becomes Autumn,
flower buds have already formed and are expanding, and easily dif
ferentiate with the smaller leaf buds bearing to the branches suck
ered in June. Because the two leaf buds have become flower buds at
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its base position, it should be retained, but prune away the branches
above it. However, to weaker branches, you should cut away all the
other parts except selecting and retaining one flower bud on each
branch instead of reluctantly retaining two, so that in the future the
plant will grow robustly and develop well. Regardless under such cir
cumstances, it must be pruned above the bud, and should be slightly
pruned in order to prevent its unfavorable growth of buds.

Also, because the flower bud will bloom at the top place of the
sprout instead of blooming at the former place in the Spring, the
position and direction bearing flower buds are contacted with the
good and bad state of the branches at blooming time, so you should
carefully consider how to handle before pruning. Moreover, because
most of leaf buds bear on the old branch or its base part, so generally
you should remove all. But whereas any old branch may be gradual
ly aging and bloom badly, sometimes even thoroughly dried-up
though 5-6 years later, you should consequently retain some suitable
leaf buds at the low side or base of old branch in advance for rejuve
nation, lb the leaf branch bud or side bud near it, remove all of the
other flower buds and leaf buds, but not to excess, because flower
buds bearing at this year become blooming old (mother) branch.
Besides, when pruning in Autumn- Winter season, you should also cut
away the weak leaf branches sprouted from the strong branch, with
ered branches, pest-disease branches, and useless suckers, etc.

In addition, in order to promote and sprout more new branches,
and be advantageous to training, cut away all the branches of the
plants just divided, and plant 1-2 year-old plants grafted and the old
plants only having smaller branches (e.g. single trunk plant) above
the earth at the surface of soil.

THE NEW RESEARCHES OF THE CHINESE
TREE PEONY'S HISTORY

by Wu Jingxu, Senior Agronomist, working in Luoyang Huafeng Ltd.
Co. ofPeony & Horticulture, China

(Address: No. 3 Daonan Rd., Luoyang, China)
It is common knowledge that "the king of a hundred flowers"

the Chinese Tree Peony originally planted in China. China is the
native place of the world's peony. The history of the Chinese peony
should belong to the history of the world's peony. Therefore, clarify
ing or correcting the Chinese peony's history will have definite posi
tive significance for correctly recognizing and researching the forma
tion and development of the world peony's civilization.

In the past, scholars had different versions of the Chinese tree
peony's history. Some of them said that the planting history of the
Chinese tree peony had over 1,500 years, but the others said that its
history had over 1,400 years. Most of them considered that the wild
medical history of the Chinese tree peony had 2,200 years or so.
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According to the book "Luoyang Peony Is The Best All Over The
World," which was edited by Sun Juan, "The planting history of the
Chinese tree peony has over 1,500 years in China." In the book "the
variation of animal and plant at family feed," which was written by
Darwin, who was the famous naturalist, he also said that "the Chi
nese tree peony has been planted 1,400 years in China" (from the
year of the book published to now, it is over 1,500 years.) According
to the book "Luoyang Peony," written by Wang Shiduan et al, it
recorded that "there is the earliest accounts of the Chinese tree peony
in the book" "Chinese Materia Medica Song (Scripture) of the Holy
Farmer," and the planting history of the Chinese tree peony has over
1,400 years in China," etc. Besides, the report from the book
"Luoyang Peony," which was edited by Wei Zepu, is that "according to
'Chinese Materia Medica Scripture of the Holy Farmer,' at the Han
Dynasty (from 206 B.C. to A.D. 220), the Chinese tree peony was
used for medicament."

The book "The Chinese Peony Flower" written by Yu Heng, also
recorded that the earliest medical plant record of the Chinese peony is
from the book "Chinese Materia Medica Scripture of the Holy Farmer.'"

How long, actually, is the history of the Chinese peony?
At present, a lot of history materials are investigated and stud

ied, the result showing that the planting history of the Chinese tree
peony has 4,000 years or so, and the wild Medical History of the Chi
nese Tree Peony has 5,000 years or so. There are many reference
materials about Chinese tree peony. Now only some materials are
given for reference.

The book "Mountain and Sea Scripture" and "The Exposition of
a Seven-Stringed Plucked Instrument" had records of the Chinese
tree peony, but in these books, the Chinese tree peony was named as
Chinese herbaceous peony (Shasyao) or woody Chinese herbaceous
peony even herb. Such as these books "Chinese Materia Medica
Scripture of the Holy Farmer," "Chinese Materia Media by Wu" and
the volume 14 "Herb Chinese Tree Peony" of "Compendium of Mate
ria Medica" had also recorded the Chinese tree peony. In fact, the
name "Moutan" (namely Chinese tree peony) was called beginning at
the Tang Dynasty, and the "Moutan" recorded in ancient books before
the Tang Dynasty should be adapted by later generations.

According to textual researches, the book "Mountain and Sea
Scripture" had been recorded at the reputed founder of the Xia
Dynasty, and had been additionally recorded by later generations. It
is 4,094 years long since the reputed founder of the Xia Dynasty.
Since Chinese herbaceous peony recorded in "Mountain and Sea
Scripture" named the Chinese tree peony, the planting history of the
Chinese tree peony began at the reputed founder of the Xia Dynasty,
it is 4,094 years long.

According to the book "The Exposition of A Seven-Stringed
Plucked Instrument" written by Yu Ru Ming (who was born in the
Song Dynasty), at that time, the Chinese tree peony had been planted
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in the flower garden of the emperor. The book "The Exposition of A
Seven-Stringed Plucked Instrument" recorded that "at Emperor peri
od, the Emperor orders Yi to plant the tung trees at Yun He, and
orders Luobo to plant 'Shao Yao' (the Chinese herbaceous peony) in
the flower garden." Tiao Gu people pay tribute to the Emperor with
the tung trees and "Shao Yao" (the Chinese herbaceous peony). (The
"Shao Yao" here is actually "Moutan"). It is 4,000 years or so since
the Emperor period. This fully proves that the planting history of
the Chinese tree peony has 4,000 years or so at least in China. It is
earlier 2,500 years than the records of Darwin. The event of Tiao Gu
(the name of a moutan in China), people paying tribute to the Emper
or, fully showed that the Chinese tree peony had been planted by
Tiao Gu people. The planting history of the Chinese tree peony may
be traced back to before the Xia Dynasty.

According to medical treaties "Chinese Materia Medica of The
Holy Farmer," "Chinese Materia Medica by Wu," "Su Wen" (about the
basic theory studies of Chinese medical science) and "The Annotation
of Ancient and Modern," the wild medical history of the Chinese tree
peony goes back to the Huang Emperor Period it is about 5,000
years long. This has proved that the Huang Emperor had tasted the
Chinese tree peony and he knew that the root bark of the tree peony
had a very bitter taste and had no poison, and that the pit of the tree
peony might be eaten and prolong the life of people.

Thus, it can be seen, that the medical tree peony had been used
by Chinese at the Huang Emperor Period, and it has for 5,000 years
or so since that time.

OFFICIAL AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY

Peony Handbook
Herbaceous Peonies

and
Tree Peony Culture

COVERING SUCH SUBJECTS AS:
Peony types
Peony propagation
Successful root dividing and grafting
Proper planting
How to fertilize
Disease control
How to raise exhibition blooms

Price per copy $6.00

American Peony Society
250 Interlachen Rd., Hopkins, MN 55343

PEONIES
1976 - 1986

Compiled and edited by Greta M.
Kessenich in cooperation with the
nomenclature committee of the
American Peony Society.

Second Edition
10 -Year

Update

Registered Peonies
and Tree Peonies

Postpaid $10

American Peony Society
250 Interlachen Road
Hopkins, MN 55343
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THE PEONIES
BY

John C.Wister, Editor
Prepared under his editorship by M. D.
Bigger, M. C. Karrels, W. H. KreWer, G. W.
Peyton, P.P. Pirone, Silvia Saunders, G. S.
Wister, H.E. Wolfe

TYPICAL CHAPTER
TREATMENTS INCLUDE:
SPECIES
descriptions by famous
authority Col. Frederick Stem

HISTORY
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and proper plant husbandry
TREE PEONIES
and propogration through
grafting of scions to
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LISTING OF VARIETIES
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LOCATION
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APS HISTORY
as it nears a 100th
anniversary

PEONY GARDENERS will welcome

this classic work just reprinted, "THE
PEONIES" by J. C. Wister

THE PEONIES treats every facet

of peony culture from flashbacks through
a 2,000 year herbaceous and tree peony

culture to modern propogration and
hybridizing techniques. It also includes

hundreds of listings for recommended
varieties plus thumbnail descriptions of old

standbys a truly remarkable work

highlighting a remarkable flower.

Send your order to:

AMERICAN
PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road
Hopkins, MN 55343
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New

Estate Peonies
Tree Peonies
Fancy Hosta
Tetraploid
Hemerocallis
Siberian Iris
Pulmonaria
Achillea

Asarum Ferns
& many others.Margaret'

Send$4.00foryour1995ColoredCatalog
(renindablewithfirstorder)

Route5,
Box 197
Penny Rd.
South

Barrington,II.
60010-9555

Introducing...

Back in Thyme
A bimonthlynewsletterabout
old-fashionedflowers and herbs,

and thepeople whogrow and usethem.

Charter subscriptions
$20 a year (USA); Sample copy, $4

Back in Thyme Publications
517E.4th,Tonganoxie,KS 66086,913-845-9309
Fax913-845-9313,E-MaURSmrth3016@AOL.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
RATES SCHEDULE

SINGLE
Size of Ad Insertion 4 Insertions
1/8 page $ 7.50 $ 25.00
1/4 page 12.50 40.00
1/3 page 15.00 50.00
1/2 page 20.00 65.00
full page 30.00 100.00

Visit Peony Gardens

Select varieties for
Fall planting

Check peonies for
fragrance and record

This information is wanted
PEONIES

SEVALD NURSERY
Dept. 1 1

4937 3rd Av. So.
Mpls., MN 55409

Color Catalog $1.00
(Refund with order)



THE NEW PEONY FARM

Superb Quality Herbaceous Peonies
Our Catalog is free upon request.

Box 18235 St. Paul, Minnesota 55118

Interested in Daffodils?
Join THE AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.
Membership brings you

Basic information on daffodil culture, types and classification, recom
mended varieties, shown procedures, and places to buy bulbs.
The Daffodil Journal, a quarterly of the Society, just full of information
you should have.
The privilege of attending local, regional and national meetings.
And new friends all over the USA, all enthusiastic about Daffodils.

Annual Membership $20.00
Don't delay. Send your check today to:
AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY, INC.
Executive Secretary Mrs. Paul Grlpshover

1686 Gray Fox Trails Milford, Ohio 45150-1521

FOUNDED
1954

DON HOLLINGSWORTH PEONIES
Featuring our own originations Hybrid Herbaceous

(both earlies and mid-season kinds), Itoh Hybrids and Lactiflora
Type, and a selection of other choice varieties. List available.

RR 3, Box 27
Maryville, Missouri 64468

Tel: (816) 562-3010

...a treasury of cold-hardy hard-to-find
perennials for your gardening pleasure...

Busse Gardens

P.O. Box N
Fern-leaf Peony Cokato, MN 55321

Peonies
'

612-286-2654

Hundreds to choose from CataloS $20° " Deduct from nrst order
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PEONIES, TREE PEONIES and DAFFODILS
Grown in Michigan's North Country

Your assurance of quality, hardiness and vigor.
Send $1 .00 for our color catalog.

REATH'S NURSERY
County Road 577, Box 247, Vulcan, Michigan 49892

Telephone (906) 563-9777

PEONIES HEMEROCALLIS
Send $3.00 for our 112th Anniversary Catalog.

Over 1,200 varieties to choose from in full color.
Catalog deductible from first catalog order.

Call or write for wholesale listing.
GILBERT H. WILD AND SON, INC.

1112 Joplin Street Sarcoxie, Missouri 64862
Phone (417) 548-3514 Fax (417) 548-6831

APS 396

CAPRICE FARM NURSERY
featuring

The finest of Peony cultivars.
Also daylilies, beardless iris and hosta. $2.00
(deductible) will bring you both Spring and Fall
colored catalogs.

15425P Pleasant Hill, Sherwood, OR 97140
Phone: (503) 625-7241 Fax: (503) 625-5588

17Auvergne Avenue
New Town

Tasmania 7008
Australia

Tree Peonies Specialists

Australia's largest supplier ofgrafted stock throughout all states
(est. 1968) Telephone: (002) 28 2988
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The Permanent Metal Label

El
A Hairpin Style Markers 100 for $25.45
B Plant or Shrub Labels 100 for $ 8.90
C Cap Style Markers 100 for $22.60
D Swinging Style Markers 100 for $21.40
E Rose Markers 100 for $25.80
F Tall Display Markers 100 for $32.65
G Tall Single Staff Markers 100 for $26.50
H Flag Style Markers 100 for $20.95J Small Plant Labels 100 for $ 8.30
K Tie-On Labels 100 for $13.95

100 for $19.20

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
1 Each: A, B, C, D, E, H, J and K

WithWaterproof Crayon, Only $3.75

Paw Paw Everlast Label Company
P.O. BOX 93-AP

PAW PAW, MICHIGAN 49079 0093

QUANTITY PRICES A MAILABLE PRICES INCLUDE PREPAID POSTAGE

Chinese Tree Peonies
In 1996 we will offer a new catalog
with 80 varieties of mudan described
in detail color, shape, size of flower,
fragrance, plant height and period of
season. We import and sell only true
to name varieties of classic plants. All

plants are at least three years old. The catalog is $3.00.
We also offer the most complete color album of the

traditional mudan. It contains over 450 color photos
with descriptions in English and Chinese, and is the best
book on Chinese tree peonies ever printed. See for your
self the variety of blooms in single, semi-double and
many, many configurations of double flowers, in colors of
white to darkest maroon. Hardcover-$125.00

Kasha and David Furman
Cricket Hill Garden

670- Walnut Hill Garden
Thomas ton, CT 06787
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Compiled and edited
by Greta M. Kessenich.

81/2x11, 232 pages, and still
priced at just $15.

Where but through the efforts of
the APS can you avail yourself of
EVERYTHING there is to know
about PEONIES . . . culture,
history, exhibitions, ratings,
nomenclature and propagation
techniques all excerpted from APS
Bulletins since 1904! Articles by

. . . Now
2nd Printing

such peony "greats" as Saunders,
Auten, Peyton, Wister, and Gayle
are joined by contemporaries such
as Krekler, Wild, Hollingsworth,
Lienau, Karrels and scores of
others. Get your copy of "The Best
Of 75 Years" there's nothing in
the world like it!

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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RST EDITION ....PEONIES
A HISTORY OF PEONIES AND THEIR ORIGINATIONS
mpiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich in cooperation with the

nomenclature committee of the American Peony Society
In Three Parts
I. VARIETY CHECKLIST

Based on a list compiledon a list compiled and edited by
Mr. & Mrs. Byron Gist, completed in 1956,
and kept on tile at Kingwood Center, Mans
field, Ohio.

REGISTERED PEONIES
Co npiled and edited by Greta M. Kessenich
from bulletins of the American Peony Society.
All varieties registered with the American
Peony Society are listed.
NTRODUCERS OF PEONIES AND THEIR
PRODUCTIONS
Peony varieties listed by growers and de
velopers with emphasis on information pro
vided by George W. Peyton during the years
he was secretary and editor.

5,000 INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES
Peony growers who have had to rely on
fragmented sources for tracking down
peony varieties and their origins can now
avail themselves of this magnificent work
a spiral bound, 9x12 inch book which

lists and presents a capsule history of oil
varieties in commerce. It is the result of a
monumental research, compilation anc
editing effor tby Greta Kessenich and the
nomenclature committee consisting o-
three American Peony Society past presi
dents: Roy G. Klehm, Marvin C. Karrels,
and Clarence O. Lienau.

ORDER YOUR FIRST EDITION COPY NOW!
You'll enjoy this fine companion to your interest in peonies and will refe
to it many times during the course of your peony gardening activity
It bears a beautiful color cover, contains 162 pages and is printed o
fine stock. Cover and all artwork contained inside is the work of artis
Joseph F. Kuczek. Price per copy $20.00

American Peony Society

250 Interlachen Road

Hopkins, Minnesota 55343

Please send me . copies of "The History of Peonies and
Their Originations" at $20.00 per copy for which I enclose $_

Name

Address

City ..... State Zip




