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Grand Champion, Milwaukee, WI

Lemon Cﬁiffon (David Reath 1981, Vulcan, MI)

Lemon yellow hybrid with bloom of bomb to ball type double, strong
stems, 32 inches holding bloom erect. photo—Roy Klehm
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Announcing

The limited
publication of

a “TABLE TOP”
edition devoted
exclusively to

AMERICAN
TREE

63 BRILLIANT FULL
COLOR PHOTOS

True, tree peonies with their 1400 year
history are not native to America. But a
class of exceptional HYBRID tree
peonies are. Efforts by seven world
renowned American hybridizers* who
successfully cross-pollenated P. Lutea
with P. Suffructicosa are covered in this
limited edition. Photos are razor sharp
in detail and reflect all the brilliance
and subtle hues of these native
Americans, including the new genera-
tion of ITOH’s.

ippended cultural notes cover:

* A.P. Saunders, William Gratwick, Nassos Daphnis,

X Tree ,-:’eony hfS tory David Reath, Toichi Domoto,

: zf_ao’;)talgg flaOnf:, bgye’f?:(;?lgc;lal;; 'IJI:; of Don Hollingsworth and Roger Anderson
scions

® Pruning, fertilization, winter $25 Postpaid

protection, etc.

Compiled and edited b
Gm;’ M. Kessenich; ! Send check or money order to—

aeiadi e Pl AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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A VALUABLE PEONY
REFERENCE VOLUME HIGHLIGHTING

HYBRID
PEONIES

Herbaceous
Peonies in

o FULL

American | COLOR!
Hybrid Peontyy | « onotos—

130 Herbaceous
Hybrids
32 Species

® All Named

® Biographical Data
® 208 Pages

® 658" x9%”

® Hard Cover —
. Embossed in Gold

Ever since contemporary hybridizers unraveled the

Devised and mysteries of cross pollinating peony species, hybrid
Compiled by crosses have received spellbound attention. This long-
reta M. Kessenich, awaited effort adds to the excitement of growing
v X peonies. Photos permit comparing your hybrids with
Don Hollingsworth those authenticated by the hybrid committee

Hybridizing and plus scores of sideline notes and general
g'iﬁ/fﬂﬂmnzll[/ information. Be one of the first$25.oo

to own this premiere edition, just ...... Postpaid

Send check or money order to—

AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
250 Interlachen Road, Hopkins, MN 55343
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If you cut a tree, plant a tree.
It is nature’s replaceable energy.
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Presidents Message

This is the time of year when we can take the time to update our
garden plans and to look back and check our wish lists to see what we
missed in our fall planting. If the nursery was sold out of that special
plant you wanted (such as my order for Lemon Chiffon), get your order
in earlier this year. This is a good time to check the catalogs and
decide what new varieties you want to see where they are available. If
you are able to attend the American Peony Society show in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada, this June, you will see many of the best flowers, and
you can talk to the growers to see what they have available.

You might think about bringing some flowers to the APS show
this year. If you are new to exhibiting peonies, or if you need to brush
up on your exhibiting skills, there are past articles in the American
Peony Society Bulletin that explain the correct way to store and dis-
play your blooms. While on the subject of the bulletin, the December
2000 issue is also an excellent reference for the Gold Medal peonies
back to 1923 and Grand Champion peonies from 1947 to 2000. In
addition it contains some fine historical articles on the peony.

Start making your travel plans for the annual convention and
exhibition to be held in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, on June 8, 9, and
10, 2001. Thanks to Greta Kessenich and John Simkins for coordi-
nating the arrangements for this show at the Royal Botanical Gar-
dens. I look forward to seeing you and your flowers there.

Floyd E. Kimball

e e o
ANNUAL CONVENTION AND EXHIBITION 2002

Olbrich Botanical Gardens, Madison, Wisconsin

June 8-9
—Roger Anderson and Roy Klehm
5 - e

To Reach the Royal Botanical Gardens

Visitors coming via Niagara Falls or Fort Erie reach this area, on
the Queen Elizabeth Way by passing Hamilton over the Burlington
Skyway Bridge following the signs to Hwy 403 to Hamilton. At Hwy
6 exit right and proceed north to the first signal lights. Go right and
follow the road down the hill to the next signal light. Turn left on
Plains Road and proceed East to the rear of the large R.B.G. head-
quarters building on the right. Pass the first parking lot at the rear
and if entering flowers in the show enter the next (exhibitors)
entrance and unload your peonies. Then drive to the main parking
lot at the next corner.

Coming from the Windsor or Sarnia border proceed on Hwy 401
to Woodstock and exit on 403 to Hamilton and continue past the
Cathedral on the right and the water and marsh on the left of the
Hwy 6 exit on the left. At the first signal light go right and follow the
previous directions above to the R.B.G.

e 3 2R
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CONVENTION & EXHIBITION
JUNE 8, 9, 10, 2001

American Peony Society and the
Canadian Peony Society (Ontario Region)

Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, June 8

2:00-9:00 p.m. — Prepare Show Entries. Preparation areas are
behind the show rooms. Enter through the Exhibitors and
service entrance to the building at the rear of the RBG HQ.
3:00 p.m. — Registration opens in preparation area.

SATURDAY, June 9
7:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. — Set up and enter exhibits.

8:00 a.m. — Registration in lobby.

11:30 a.m. — Judging begins.

Lunch on your own. There are restaurants in
HQ, Rock Garden, and Hendrie Rose Garden.

1:30-9:00 p.m. — Show open to the Public.

2:00 p.m. — Seminar discussion on where do we go from the cac-
tus dahlia style peonies? Is variegated foliage, repeat bloom-
ing and cloning far away? Visitors welcome.

During the afternoon we will have group visits to the 250 Chi-
nese Tree Peonies in the holding area if they are in bloom.
7:30 p.m. — Annual Banquet Royal Connaught H. J. Plaza Hotel

Hamilton.
9:30 p.m. — Root auction.
SUNDAY, June 10

8:00 a.m. — Board of Directors Meeting RBG HQ.

9:00-6:00 p.m. — Show open to the Public.

Hotels and Inns

Pl make reservations directly to the accommodation of your choice.
The Royal Connaught Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel—112 King St.
East, Hamilton, Ontario L8N 1A8. A block of 15 rooms have been
reserved. These will be held until 30 days before the event and then
returned to inventory. The APS rate quoted is $89.00 Cdn. for the room.
The Banquet will be in the Acadian Room. Phone 1-905-546-8111 or FAX
1-905-546-8118. You may get a lower rate and save long distance charges
by phoning the H.J. central reservation 1-800-446-4656 and ask for the
special rate. There is parking beside the hotel at about $5/6 per night.
The Admiral Inn—This inn has been recommended by some
members in past years and has been recently refurbished. It is at

5
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149 Dundurn St. N. at the corner of York St.,just across the road
from Dundurn Castle. Phone 1-905-529-2311. It is about halfway
from the R.B.G. to the H.J. Plaza Hotel. Their rate is $89.95 Cdn.
and they have a restaurant and free parking. We will send a local
map to each person as their registration is received.

¥ # e

Registrations

The registration for the banquet and the Gardens is #31.00 Cdn.
The banquet is $26.00 including service charges and taxes and is in
the H.J. Plaza Hotel. The $5.00 registration badge will allow
entrance to all the gardens for the weekend, a $20.00 value. The
Laking Gardens is the site for the approximately 700 plant herba-
ceous peony collection and a 300 Japanese and Lutea hybrid tree
peony entrance garden. There are several demonstration perennial
gardens and several large groups (close to a 1000) bearded iris. Since
1997 we have added 200 Chinese Tree and 50 herbaceous peonies
from Louyang. These are in a holding and evaluation area for three
years. If they are in flower we hope to take interested parties to see
them as this area is not in the public domain.

We have contracted for 40 meals for the banquet and need to
have a count by May 15th to firm up the arrangements. Registrants
will receive a package on arrival containing a gardens entrance
badge, tickets for the banquet and a brochure map of the Gardens.
There is a free bus for transportation between the garden areas but
each has parking facilities if you prefer to drive.

Canadian currency is preferred but will accept U.S. at $1.50 CDN
per $ U.S.. Sorry we have no facilities for credit cards.

Send registrations to APS c¢/o John Simkins, 1246 Donlea Cres.,
Oakville, Ontario, L6J 1V7, Canada. Inquiries, Phone 1-905-845-
8380, FAX 1-905-845-4163, E-Mail: jsimkins@tap.net

A GST tax of 8% charged on most expenditures in Canada will be
refunded on Hotel costs and any parcels being taken back to the
U.S.A. The forms needed are at the Canadian Customs and Emigra-
tion offices at the border, and at some tax free border stores. Ask for
the “GST Forms for Foreign Visitors.” There is no permit or customs
duty for bringing cut flowers to Canada for non-commercial use.

i # e

The Auction

This year the auction could be a joint effort of the APS and the
CPS. Proceeds from donations by APS members would go to the APS
and from CPS members to the CPS. Joint members may note on the
card who is to get the proceeds. Cross border sales have become cost-
ly to the donors as they have to pay for the phyto certificate inspec-
tion. This may be alleviated by having the shipments handled by a
Canadian and a United States nursery who can ship them across the
border in bulk on one Phyto each. This, I understand has been
agreed to by the Board. Canadian roots for shipment to purchasers
in the U.S. would be sent to Frankford nursery who would have them
inspected and shipped in bulk to a designated address in the U.S.

6
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who would ship the individually addressed parcels to the buyer. The
U.S. nursery would receive parcels from U.S. donors sold to Canadi-
ans, have them inspected and ship them in bulk to Frankford nurs-
eries who will ship them to the buyers.

Ken Clare has offered to handle the Canadian side.

Dr. Kent Crossley, New Peony Farm Nursery will assist in the
handling of the shipments of the American Peony Society.

5 i 5
RULES FOR SPECIMEN EXHIBITS

1. All entries must be completed and in place by 11:30 a.m. on
opening day.

2. All entries must have been grown by exhibitors.

3. Entry tags supplied by the Society must be filled out completely
as to class, variety, and name and address of exhibitor. In addition,
each variety must be identified with a small wood tag with the vari-
ety name legibly printed thereon. Entry tags may be obtained in
advance from the Secretary of the American Peony Society. The
exhibitor or his agent shall be responsible for proper completion of
the entry tags.

4. Stems should be approximately 12” long (tree peonies excepted.)

5. Exhibitors are limited to one entry each in classes 101, 102, 103,
104, 105, 106, 201, and 301. In all other classes up to two entries of
each variety are permitted; however, any number of different vari-
eties may be entered.

6. The show committee may combine or divide classes if the number
of entries warrants it.

7. Correct varietal labeling is mandatory in the Open and the Ama-
teur classes. It is recommended in the Novice classes, but no entry
shall be disqualified for failure to identify.

8. Standard containers will be furnished by the show committee
and must be in all classes.

9. The American Peony Society Handbook will govern bloom types
and color.

10. Anemone types such as Gay Paree shall be shown as Japanese.
11. Awards need not be given to unworthy exhibits.
12. Flowers are to remain as placed on the show tables by the
exhibitor, moved only when necessary, and then the exhibits must be
kept in the same position.

13. The decision of the judges is final— NOTE: See Pages 11 and
12, Division VI — COURT OF HONOR CANDIDATE CLASS.

14. The best seedling judged by the seedling committee will be dis-
played on the Court of Honor.

GROUP DISPLAYS.
One bloom of each variety in separate containers
Class 101 American Peony Society Award
Twenty-five varieties, any color or type
102  American Peony Society Award

7
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Fifteen varieties, lactiflora double, bombs and semi-
doubles, only, any color.

103  American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, herbaceous hybrid only, any type or color
104  American Peony Society Award
Ten varieties, Tree peonies only, any type or color
105 Five varieties, Japanese type lactiflora only, any color
106 Five varieties, single type lactiflora only, any color
LACTIFLORA.
Three blooms of the same variety in one container.
Class
110 Double white 118 Bomb
111 Double blush 118W-White, 118P-Pink, 118R-Red
112 Double light pink 119  Japanese white or blush
113 Double dark pink 120  Japanese pink
114 Double red 121 Japanese red
115 Semi-double white or 122 Single white or blush
blush 123 Single pink
116 Semi-double pink 124  Single red
117 Semi-double red
LACTIFLORA. One Bloom,
Class
130 Double white 138 Bomb white or blush
131 Double blush 139 Bomb pink
132 Double light pink 140 Bomb red
133 Double dark pink 141  Japanese white or blush
134 Double red 142  Japanese pink
135 Semi-double white or 143  Japanese red
blush 144  Single white or blush
136 Semi-double pink 145 Single pink
137 Semi-double red 146 Single red

HERBACEOUS HYBRID or SPECIES. Three blooms of the
same variety in one container.

Class

150

151
152
153
154

Double or semi-double 155 Single white or blush
white, blush or yellow 156 Single yellow

Double or semi-double coral 157 Single coral

Double or semi-double pink 158  Single pink

Double or semi-double red 159 Single red

Japanese, any color

HERBACEOUS HYBRID or SPECIES. One bloom.

Class

160
161
162
163

Double or semi-double white or blush

Double or semi-double yellow

Double or semi-double coral
Double or semi-double pink

8
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164 Double or semi-double red

165 Japanese, any color

166 Single white or blush 169P Single pink
167 Single yellow 169R Single red
168 Single coral

INTERSECTIONAL (HERBACEOUS X TREE) HYBRID.
This includes the Itoh originations. Three blooms of the same
variety in one container
Class
170 Yellow, any form
171 Any color except yellow, any form

INTERSECTIONAL HYBRID. One bloom.
Class

172 Yellow, any form

173 Any color except yellow, any form.

TREE (SHRUB) PEONY. Any country of origin: China, Japan,
France, USA.... Exhibitors should write a, b, or c after the class
number to indicate, respectively, the flower form: single, semi-
double, or double. (Ex. 174a, 174b, 174c).

Three blooms of the same variety in one container.
SUFFRUTICOSA (MOUTAN) HYBRID T.P.

Class Class
174 White 179 White, Cream
175 Pink 180 Yellow
176 Red 181 Blend
177 Maroon 182 Pink
178 Lavender/Purple 183 Red

184 Black-red
185 Lavender/Purple

TREE PEONY. One bloom.
SUFFRUTICOSA (MOUTAN) HYBRID T.P.

Class Class
186 White 191 White, Cream
187 Pink 192 Yellow
188 Red 193 Blend
189 Maroon 194 Pink
190 Lavender/Purple 195 Red

196 Black-red
197 Lavender/Purple

DELAVAYI GROUP. Includes lutea, potaninii,

and crosses between them. One bloom.
198 Single, any color; also “b” and “c” if such form exist.
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DIVISION II: AMATEUR Open to exhibitors who raise

peonies chiefly for pleasure, sell plants or cut flowers only
casually, and do not grow more than 200 plants.
Class 201 American Peony Society Award

Ten varieties, any type or color

One bloom each in separate containers.

LACTIFLORA (unless otherwise stated). Three blooms of the
same variety in one container.

Class
205 Double White or Blush 210 Japanese, any color
206 Double pink 211 Single, any color
207 Double red 212 Herbaceous Hybrid
208 Semi-double, any color 213 Intersectional Hybrid
209 Bomb, any color 214 Tree, Moutan, or Hybrid

LACTIFLORA (unless stated otherwise). One bloom.
Class '

220 Double white 226 Bomb, any color

221 Double blush 227 Japanese, any color
222 Double light pink 228 Single, any color

223 Double dark pink 229 Herbaceous Hybrid
224  Double red 230 Intersectional Hybrid

225 Semi-double, any color 231 Tree, Moutan, or Hybrid

D ION III: NO E Open to all amateur gardeners
who exhibit peonies only at local shows.
Class 301 American Peony Society Award
Five varieties any type or color in separate containers
One bloom each in separate container.

LACTIFLORA (unless otherwise stated). Three blooms of the
same variety in one container.
Class

305 Double, any color

306 Semi-double, any color 308 Single, any color

307 Japanese, any color 309 Herbaceous Hybrid

LACTIFLORA (unless otherwise stated). One bloom.

Class
315  Double, white or blush 320 Japanese, any color

316 Double, pink 321 Single, any color

317  Double, red 322 Herbaceous Hybrid

318 Semi-double, any color 323 Intersectional Hybrid

319 Bomb, any color 324 Tree, Moutan, or Hybrid
D ION IV: in N

Class

401 Seedlings:
Three blooms, one variety in one container, not current-

10
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ly introduced. Variety must have been divided at least
once. Must be shown under name or seedling number.

402  New Varieties:
Three blooms, one variety in one container. Limited
to varieties named and registered with the American
Peony Society and introduced no earlier than five
years prior to show date.
Awards given in the two preceding classes may be
Certificates of Merit or Honorable Mention at the dis-
cretion of the judges, but no ribbon awards. Varieties
having won either award in previous competition may
not be shown again in that Class, except that varieties
shown in Class 401 may be shown again in Class 402
regardless of awards.
403  Seedlings: :
One bloom. This class is for display only.
No awards will be given and any seedling
entered in Class 401, is ineligible.
Class 501  Commercial Exhibit
Collection by commercial grower of 25 to 50 varieties
in separate containers. A placard approximately 9” x
14” may be furnished by the exhibitor to identify his
display.
502 Visitor from greatest distance.
Five different varieties any type. Mileage verified on
entry tag.
503 Multiple bloom.
Single stalk not disbudded. Must show at least three
open blooms.
Class 504 North Dakota Memorial Award
Five full doubles, named varieties, any color. One
bloom each separate container. One entry per family.
This Class not considered for Class VI.
DIVISION VI:; Court of Honor Candidate Class.

Court of Honor blooms will be selected from this Division. Exhibitors
are urged to enter their best bloom and are limited to two in each Class.
Judges may select two blooms from the floor in addition to place-
ments, for consideration of Grand Champion on the Court of Honor.

All exhibits are one-bloom-per-container.

LACTIFLORA.
Class
601 Double white
602  Double blush 606 Bomb, any color
603 Double light pink 607 Semi-double, any color
604  Double dark pink 608  Japanese, any color
605 Double red 609 Single, any color
11
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HERBACEOUS HYBRID or SPECIES.
Class 610 Double, any color
611 Semi-double, any color
612  Single, any color
613 Japanese, any color

INTERSECTIONAL HYBRID. Includes Itoh originations.
Class 614 Yellow, any form
615  Any other color, any form

TREE PEONY, SUFFRUTICOSA (MOUTAN).
616 Any origin, color, or form.

TREE PEONY, HYBRID
617 French “Lutea Hybrids” (FLH)
618  Any origin (excl. FLH), yellow
619  Any origin (excl. FLH), any other color

Grand Champion
The best flower in the Show will be selected from all named entries
in the Show.

There is no Design Competition but demonstration peony
arrangements made by Design Demonstrators
from the Royal Botanical Gardens Auxiliary will be on show.
If anyone would like to make a design
we wilf* supply the ganies and a place.

#

TREE AND HERBACEOUS PEONIES IN MODERN JAPAN
2ND PRINT IS SOLD OUT!

Sorry, we no longer can accept orders. We have no plans for reprints.

Japan Tree Peony Society
—Address Changed—

c/o Tadao Muraoka, Director

30-17-304 Shibayama 3 Chome

Funabashi, Chiba, Japan 274-0816

Hybridizing is Easy
by Edward Lee Michau

Making a peony cross is relatively simple and easy. Some of the
writings and methods of hybridizers make it difficult, especially to
those that have not made any crosses.

The simplicity of storing pollen for later use is no problem.
Should you want to cross early bloomers on to later ones, then it is

12
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necessary to store the pollen. Many dry the pollen under a lamp
until the little cases crack open, spilling out the powdery grains of
pollen. Many transfer the pollen to a 35 mm film can, closing the lid
tightly for storage. Professor Saunders apparently stored his on
watch crystals in an open dry room.

Personally, I find these procedures cumbersome and also feel
that drying the pollen under a lamp may overhead and thus kill it.
However, thousands of seedlings are produced in this way.

I place the pollen, stamens and all in an ordinary letter-sized
envelope on which the variety and date have been written. In alpha-
betical order, I place the envelopes in a half gallon plastic ice cream
container which has an airtight snap-on lid and which has about an
inch of granular dessicant in the bottom. A few hours dries the
pollen, and it is kept dry by being stored in this manner.

To make a few crosses among simultaneously blooming plants,
use the pollen available and discard the excess.

In applying the pollen, each individual has their own method.
Professor Saunders used a small camel hair brush. Many others, the
same. E.L. Pehrson uses and advocates the fingertip. I use eyebrow
tweezers. (I have about ten of them.) An adopted method of peony
breeding should be one that is easy for you.

# S #

Dividing Roots / Peonies

by George Hernandez—Klehm Nursery

Any plant that is over five years old will be difficult to divide
because of the density of the matted roots. Three to five-year-old plants
seem to yield the greatest number of usable three-to-five eye divisions.

Before starting to cut it is best to count the number of eyes on the
plant. Then after looking over the plant and counting the eyes, try to
find where all major roots join the crown. Before cutting anything,
you should determine how many three-to-five eye divisions can be
made. This is done by looking for those portions of the plant that
have three-to-five eyes and where three-to-five finger-sized roots or
their equivalent are connected to the crown or to each other. As the
plant is being assessed to determine where the first cut is to be made,
prune off any broken or damaged roots and trim the stems back to
the eyes. The stems are tough and should be cut with hand pruners.

When you are ready to make the first cut, place the plant on a
stable work surface and keep it secure while you are cutting. Start
all cuts by carefully inserting the point of the knife into the root and
smoothly complete each cut with a single motion. Do not chop or
hack at the root or it will split unevenly. Next, if the portion of the
crown you are trying to divide is too thick to cut through completely,
then with your knife cut around the crown where you can reach and
gently pull apart the cut portions. The three-to-five eye division that
you have cut is now ready to be trimmed.

The roots of the division should be trimmed to a length of six or
seven inches. Peony divisions perform best when all of the smaller
thread-like roots are removed. This forces the plant to produce new
large secondary roots, which are formed near the ends of the remain-
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ing roots. The removal of these smaller roots not only promotes new
root development, but also aids in the prevention of disease. The
smaller roots desiccate more readily and in their weakened condition
become more susceptible to attack by fungal organisms.

A well-trimmed division will allow ample room for new roots to
form and for existing roots to increase in girth without growing into one
another. Any diseased portions of the root should be removed and irreg-
ular wounds should be cut smooth. Older plants with large roots often
have hollow centers. These should be cleaned and examined for rot.

Hybrid peonies are difficult to divide but the same method is used.
Experienced cutters will always look any plant over before making a
cut. It may be necessary to trim excess roots away in order to see
more clearly. Patience seems to correspond to success in the division
of peony roots. The physiological requirements of a peony are the
foundation of the viability of their divisions. The dividing of hybrid
root requires not only patience and common sense but also practice.
Expect smaller divisions when cutting hybrids, because there is less
root mass than with other peonies. However, these hybrid divisions
must have enough root to support the eyes that remain.

The crown of the hybrid is very distinct. The eyes develop on its
upper portions, while the roots radiate from its lower portions. This
unique formation is what makes dividing the hybrid difficult. Longi-
tudinal cuts of the crown are often the only cuts that will yield divi-
sions. A steady hand is needed to slice through the crown while
avoiding any eyes that may lay in the path that the knife must fol-
low. There are no secrets or short cuts for the successful cutting of
hybrid roots. Practice is the best way to master the skill.

i e 5

All roots should be cut back to four to eight inches. The best divi-
sions of a large plant are on the outside. The best divisions have the
roots joined to the crown or near the base of the eyes. Trim all divi-
sions so the cut surfaces are smooth and clean and there are no cut

pockets in the crown.
—John C. Wister

“The Peonies,” Chapter 5, Peony Culture
2 2 3

BLIGHTS AND CONTROL IN PEONIES

Although many people still believe that peonies are free from dis-
ease, the fact remains that these plants are susceptible to a number
of troubles, some of which are of minor and others of major impor-
tance. These diseases are of various types, including blights, stem
rot, wilt, root-knot, leaf-spots, and virus troubles.

BOTRYTIS BLIGHT

Of the several diseases to which peonies are susceptible, Botrytis
Blight should receive first consideration as the most common and
generally destructive. Various reports in the literature would indi-
cate that the disease occurs in practically all regions in temperate
North America and Europe where peonies are grown. The chief loss-
es from Botrytis Blight are the destruction of young shoots early in
the Spring and the blighting or rotting of the buds and flowers. In
addition, the foliage may be blighted, thus serving to reduce the vigor
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of the plants as well as to detract from their ornamental value.

Early in the Spring, the causal fungus attacks the young succu-
lent shoots and causes them to wilt suddenly and to topple. Shoots in
all stages of growth, up to and including those showing buds, are sus-
ceptible to this type of injury, which is characterized by a soft brown
rot of the stem that extends above and below the surface of the soil.
In rare instances, the rot may extend down into the roots. Small
buds, when attacked, cease growth and turn black. A bud blast simi-
lar in appearance to that produced by Botrytis blight can result from
other causes, such as Phytophthora blight, poor vigor of the plants,
and too deep planting. When older buds are affected, the petals
become watery and matted, turn brown, and die. In later stages, the
rot may extend down the flower stem for a considerable distance.
Open flowers, when attacked, turn brown, droop, and become a rotted
mass of petals. Infected leaves exhibit circular or triangular lesions
with zonations of dark and light brown. The lesions vary consider-
ably in size, and in some instances may involve an entire leaflet. The
fungus may grow down through an infected leaf into the stem where
a typical brown canker is formed.

CONTROL

Measures for the control of Botrytis blight should begin with a
thorough clean-up each Fall. As soon as the tops have died down, all
stems, leaves, and other plant debris should be carefully gathered and
burned. Many of the better growers go to the extent of pulling the soil
away from the crowns thus to cut off the stems as close as possible to
the roots. Experience has proved that sanitation of this sort will serve
to destroy the overwintering pathogene and materially reduce, if not
completely eliminate, infection the following season. The effective
control to be gained from this practice for Botrytis blight and many
other diseases of the peony cannot be emphasized too much.

The following Spring, all rotted or wilting shoots should be
removed and destroyed as soon as detected. It is also advisable to
remove infected leaves and buds in the same manner. If a mulch
has been used for Winter protection, the covering should be removed
early in the Spring to prevent damp conditions around the young
shoots. Apply Bordeaux spray early in the season when the pink eye
of the peony first is seen, then spray three times, ten days apart.

Certain cultural practices will also prove beneficial. Thus, when
making new plantings, the clumps should be given adequate space in
order to prevent the development of large dense clusters, which serve
to promote conditions favorable to attacks of the fungus. For the
same reason, old established plantings should be dug and divided
when necessary. The use of sunny, open exposures will aid consider-
ably in preventing serious epidemics of the Botrytis blight disease.

Field observations indicate that peony varieties vary widely with
regard to relative susceptibility to the disease.

PHYTOPHTHORA BLIGHT

Like all leaf diseases of the peony that show up only after the
blooming period, this disease should be controlled by frequent spray-
ings with Bordeaux mixture during July and August. A spraying
program combined with the removal and destruction by burning of
all the old Botrytis blight and leaf blotch, should prove efficacious for
this disease also.
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Peony Seedlings
Can we speed up the process?

by Jack Nordick
P.O. Box 24, Ortonville, Minnesota 56278

In the fall of 1999 I picked over a quart of seed from my various
peonies. I tried several ways of planting them in the hope of finding
one that would be clearly superior. Some of the seeds were planted
in beds in the garden. Most were spread in standard greenhouse
flats at the rate of one per square inch, set on two inches of good pot-
ting soil and covered with another inch of the same. The flats were
watered well, covered with sheets of glass, and stacked in a corner of
an almost heated garage. For the first part of the fall, the tempera-
ture in the garage was often quite warm, over 80°F. During the
course of the winter the temperature hovered below freezing, but
never less than 20°F. The seedlings began to emerge at the begin-
ning of March and at that time were set out in individual pots. They
were placed under artificial lights for the rest of the summer, some
under fluorescent lamps and others under an HID light.

As the summer went along I began to realize that after five
months of growth they would begin to go dormant and spend the next
seven months resting. I wondered if there could be a way of using
some of that time for another period of growth.

In mid-summer I had a chance meeting with a man who had
known Br. Charles Reckamp very well. Br. Charles is widely known
for his work with day lilies. I was told that it had been his first plant
to do work with peonies, until he discovered that it took about 15
years from the time he made a cross until the possibility of releasing
a new variety for commerce. He didn’t think he would live long
enough to make the effort worth while. (I’'m grateful that the
hybridizers like Mr. Itoh from Japan and Mr. Smirnow who passed
Mr. Itoh’s discoveries on to us, and the many other great peony
hybridizers from the past and present didn’t think that way.) Br.
Charles went on to do his work with Hemerocallis because it only
took half the time that it did with peonies. So I thought that it would
be really nice to find a way to speed up the process, especially since it
also seems that peonies do not take to tissue culture propagation the
way many other nursery plants are cloned. After all, if I would hope
to ever release for commerce any great peonies I might chance to
develop, I have to take advantage of every moment that I have, since
I'm not getting any younger either.

Knowing that peonies do not need all of the time of our northern
winters to break dormancy (usually 600 hours below 20°F is consid-
ered sufficient) I thought of another plan. (I had already had some
experience with growing peonies under artificial lights when some
peony roots arrived one fall with fresh green shoots which indicated
to me that they had been in cold storage for a whole year, and then
they had broke dormancy immediately when taken out of storage.
This is not unusual with a lot of nursery stock imported from Hol-
land, and i see it all the time with a variety of stock sold in shopping
centers. I grew those root divisions under lights for the winter, gave
them cold treatment in the garage in early spring, and planted them
in the garden in early summer. They all survived, but as they start-
ed in extremely weak state, I felt that they had made less growth
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over the two growing seasons than a normal root division usually
should be expected to do in one.)

At the end of July, fifteen of the best looking plants from the
seedlings were selected and placed in a normal cool refrigerator for
two weeks. After that, the temperature was lowered to about 20°F
for another month.

After a second session of two weeks in a normal refrigerator they
were placed back under the lights. In the meantime, the other
seedlings from the group were planted in rows in a peony bed. Those
plants now in the garden can serve as a control group to compare
with the ones which continue to grow under lights. I did find that
about 1/3 of the seedlings grown under lights had died, mostly
because they were too wet, and a few others because they were too
dry. Clearly the hardest part of growing the peonies in pots this way
was maintaining an even water supply. (Maybe having a capillary
mat under the pots would have helped.) Perhaps really rare seeds
would be too valuable to treat in this manner.

Seedling plants which germinated in the garden from the previ-
ous fall’s planting clearly had superior growth to those grown in the
pots. But two weeks after placing the pots again in the warm room
under the lights, the plants in pots began to emerge for the second
season of growth while those in the garden were a month into dor-
mancy. When the plants did not emerge the first week after removal
from cold storage, I had begun to be concerned that the cold period
had been insufficient to break dormancy. but in three weeks, all of
the pots showed the rosy shoots that I was eagerly awaiting. The
plants were started under florescent lamps, and after the first three
weeks were all placed under the HID lamp. As this group is much
smaller than the whole batch with which I had first started, it has
been much easier to carefully check each pot every few days to make
sure they are getting just the right amount of water.

In February the pots will be placed back in the garage for anoth-
er cold treatment, and then at the end of May half of them will be set
out in the garden and the rest left in pots. I expect to continue this
process for a couple of years.

Only the future will show with certainty if forcing the peonies
into two seasons of growth each year will prove to be a clear advan-
tage in their growth and propagation.

Other options might offer improvements. If the plants in the pots
were placed outside for the summer rather than under artificial
lights would they grow better?

Would larger pots offer a greater chance of success? (I used two
and three inch plastic pots.) The roots in the pots tended to curl, look-
ing much like grub worms after their first season of growth. While
the roots of plants grown outside were, on an average, only just slight-
ly larger than those grown in the pots, they were all straight. They
also showed stronger foliage growth. (However, the largest root of all
of those that I checked was one which was grown in a pot.)

Could an entrepreneur grow plants in the Northern Hemisphere
May-August and in the Southern Hemisphere November-February?
Considering that prize roots in commerce are selling over $200 each,
could this be a way to speed up the propagation of rare and choice
varieties?

Would such a plan be economically feasible? Perhaps some major
growers are already using such techniques. I know that it is done for
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Amaryllis which are most commonly grown both in Holland and
South Africa.

My previous experience has been that plants grown in the field in
ideal conditions make so much more rapid growth and multiplication
of roots than plants do when grown in pots under any conditions, that
the whole technique might be self defeating. However, it might offer
an opportunity for other amateur peony enthusiasts to experiment.

This fall I carefully selected seed from more valuable plants to
make the same experiments. I used a much smaller quantity of seed
than the previous year in the hope I would be able to be more careful
with a smaller number. The seeds I planted this time were not just a
pot luck selection of mostly Lactiflora peonies, but a careful selection
of seed from species, tree peonies, and herbaceous plants not known
to usually set seed (in particular Golden Wheel, also known as Ori-
ental Gold). I hope I will have as much success with these seeds
this year as I did the last. With a little luck, I would hope to be able
to add another chapter to this story in a couple of years.

I would be interested in hearing what other growers might have
to say about this.

& bee TR 5
Seedlings & Whimsey, Christmas 2000

o " , oy R
The winter garden Greenhouse, Christmas 2000
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Growing Species Peonies
Galen Burrell, P.O. Box 754, Ridgefield, Washington

Part I—From Seed to Seedling
There are a great many ways to germinate peony seeds. Read the

APS Bulletin over a few years or read some of the APS publications and
you will encounter a myriad of techniques for germinating peony seeds.
Just recently I received a letter from a fellow-peony grower that said she
knew someone who hung peony seeds in a mesh bag in the reservoir of a
toilet. Supposedly the filling and refilling of the tank helped the seeds to
germinate. During the past seven years I have found three techniques
that work for me. All are techniques that I have read about in the APS
Bulletin but each technique has been modified through trial and error.

If species peony seeds are reserved in Winter, which so often is the
case, store the seeds until late Spring or early Summer. Then soak the
seeds in water for 4-7 days. Each day the water needs to be changed.
Some of the seeds will get soft—throw those seeds away! Then sow the
seeds in 1-5 gallon pots that contain organic potting soil which has been
mixed with a little sand. For some species that need excellent drainage,
i.e. P._brownii and P, californica, 1 put gravel in th bottom of the pots.
After watering the pots, they are put on the north side of a fence in the
dense shade of a tree in a hole that has been dug which is about two feet
deep. (It’s really just a cold frame that is dug into the ground). The hole
helps to moderate extreme Summer and Winter temperatures. I'm con-
vinced that if species peony seeds get too hot in the Summer they will not
germinate. Keep the pots moist until it starts to rain in the Fall. Ifit gets
too cold [below 20°F], cover the cold frame. Using this method, P. clusii
rhodia and P, mascula hellenica are the first to come up, in late January.
The last to come up are P. obovata, P, veitchii, and P. brownii. As soon as
the seedlings come up then move the pots to a sunny, south-facing loca-
tion. When the weather becomes warmer, move the pots under a shade
cloth where the seedlings will stay until they are planted out in early Fall.

Peony seeds do not always wait until the following Spring to come up
in the pots. P. californica seedlings will often show their leaves above
the potting soil a month or two after sowing. I have also had seeds of P.
mollis and P. obovata start growing leaves in late Summer after being
sown in pots in late Spring.

Species peony seeds do not need to be cold stratified before they will
root germinate. In fact, placing peony seeds in a refrigerator before sowing
is a waste of time. Some species like P, brownii and P, tenuifolia need fair-
ly cool temperatures to germinate, but do not need to be cold stratified.

The second germination technique I use is the simplest and I'm sure
the one most commonly used. Instead of putting all the peony seeds in
pots, sow them in a raised bed that is in at least 1/2 shade (sees planted
in at least partial shade seem to germinate better than those in full sun).
Plant seeds 3-4 inches apart.

There are two advantages to this technique. One is that the
seedlings do not need to be transplanted like those in pots, which means
they grow a little faster. Second, a raised bed does not need to be
watered as frequently as a pot.

The best time to plant seeds in a raised bed is late Spring, or at the
same time they are sown in pots. Species peony seeds sown at this time
will often have close to 100% germination.

I also use this technique in Fall (as late as October) for seeds of P.
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californica and P. brownii. Seeds of these two species planted in the Fall
will come up in the Spring. For me, seedlings of our two native peonies
grow better in raised beds than they do in pots.

I also plant species peony seeds that have been freshly collected from
my garden in a raised bed. Some of these seeds will come up the first
year after planting and some will come up the second year. Germination
of freshly collected peony seed varies greatly by species. I have had
100% germination with P, japonica seeds the first Spring and 0% germi-
nation of P. obovata ‘alba’ seeds the first Spring.

Species peony seeds are often received in October or November. This
is too late in the Fall to use any of the outdoor techniques. So I soak them
in water for 3-4 days and put them in quart bags filled half full with ver-
miculite. The trick is: don’t put too much water in the vermiculite. If you
do, when the roots start to grow they will begin to rot. Then I put the bags
in a basement room that has a constant temperature of 70°F. Leave the
bags at 70°F for 30 days. Some species and hybrid seeds will germinate at
this temperature. In fact, I have had Pgeonia broteroi seeds germinate in
as little as 15 days at 709F Hybrid seeds of Paeonia suffruticosa will also
sometimes germinate in less than 30 days at this temperature.

After 30 days I put the bags of seeds in an attic room with a tempera-
ture that fluctuates between 55 and 60°F. Some species seed will begin to
germinate in just a few days at this temperature. Other seeds will take
up to 2 months to germinate. The only species whose seed I have never
gotten to germinate at these temperatures is Paeonia obovata. Generally
there are a few seeds in each bag that will not germinate in two months
so I save these seeds and use them in outdoor germination techniques.

When the seeds have grown a root which is 1-2 inches long I put the
bags of vermiculite in a refrigerator. Some roots will grow faster than
others so you might have to have two bags for each group of seeds, one at
55-60°F, and one in the refrigerator. The seeds at 55-60°F should be
checked weekly and moved to the bags in the refrigerator when their
roots have grown long enough.

Within 2-5 months the first leaf will start to grow on the root germi-
nated seeds in the refrigerator. Before the leaf starts to open and general-
ly when the shoot is 1/2-2 inches long, depending on the species, I plant the
seedlings 2-3 inches apart in a 1-2 gallon pot. Then, put the pot in a shady
location outdoors until the leaf appears above the potting soil. Once that
occurs, move the pots to a sunnier location. If all goes as planned, the
seedlings are being put outside during the warm days of Spring.

One common misconception about peony seed germination is that
peony seed won’t germinate the first year if it is dry. This year I
received seed of a species of wild tree peony from two sources. One batch
of seed was sent to me moist in a little bag of vermiculite and the other
was sent to me dry. I used the vermiculite technique on both batches of
seed and I had better germination with the dry seeds than with the
moist seeds. For some species peonies it appears that drying, might
actually enhance germination.

I've also planted dry P. veitchii seed the same day that I collected it.
This was in early August. Surprisingly, most of the seeds came up the
following Spring but a few did not come up until the second year.

Which of the three species peony seed germination techniques I use
is generally dictated by when I receive the seeds. If I, however, only
have a small number of extremely rare peony seeds, I will often try to
germinate them by using two different techniques. Hopefully, my
chances of germinating at least a few of the seeds is much better.
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So far, I have only received one packet of species peony seeds that
has refused to germinate using all three techniques. It’s been two years,
but I still have not given up hope that at least one of the seeds will ger-
minate. I think here lies the key to species peony seed germination—
PATIENCE!

Part II—From Seedling to Flowering

There are nearly 70 species, subspecies and varieties of wild peonies.
They grow in a wide range of habitats, from the alpine in Turkey to near-
ly sea level in Cyprus and Crete, from the Kola Peninsula in Northern
Finland to the basaltic cliffs of Majorca, and from the canyons of Los
Angeles to the Tsangpo River Gorge in Tibet.

Because wild peonies grow in such a wide range of habitats through-
out the Northern Hemisphere it makes sense that it would be nearly
impossible to use only one method to grow all wild peonies. In my gar-
den, which is 16 miles north of Portland, Oregon, I have, through trial
and error, found cultivation techniques which work for most of the wild
peonies. These exact same techniques may not work in your own garden
due to differences in soil, climate, etc., but they should give you a good
starting point for growing these graceful and beautiful plants.

In late August or September, I remove the seedlings from the pots
they have been growing in all Summer, and transplant them to raised
beds. The raised beds are constructed so that the seedlings will have
very good drainage and will be protected from moles, cats, children,
birds, and any number of other potential hazards. Seedlings planted in
the open garden do not survive as well as those planted in raised beds.
They also do not grow as fast as those in raised beds.

Inevitably a few seedlings will not survive the first Winter. The pri-
mary reason they do not survive is frost-heaving. Seedling roots are eas-
ily pushed out of the ground by this heaving action. If they are not
quickly planted back into the ground they won’t survive.

Once wild peonies are two or three years old, I move them to their
final home in my garden. Most species peonies transplant best at this
young age. As they get older and their root systems grow larger they
become fairly intolerant of root disturbance. For example, older plants of
Paeonia cambessedesii can sometimes take three years to recover from
transplanting, while young plants transplant without any noticeable
check in their growth.

The least demanding wild peonies for me to grow are Paeonia
delavayi, Paeonia lutea, Paeonia potanini, Paeonia potanini var. trol-
lioides, and Paeonia lutea subsp. ludlowii. 1 simply dig a hole in some of
my better clay-loam soil and plant them like any other shrub, making
sure to spread the roots out over a mound made in the bottom of the
hole. Then fill the hole with soil and water. I do not amend the soil or
worry terribly about drainage. Their only requirement is that the plant-
ing hole be dug in partial shade, since they do not like full sun or a warm
position on the south side of my house.

Paeonia anomala, Paeonia mascula subsp. triternata, Paeonia lacti-
flora, Paeonia officinalis subsp. villosa, Paeonia mlokosewitschii, and
Paeonia mascula subsp. arietina can be grown just like “lactifloras” and
hybrids. A hole is dug in a sunny place in my garden. Then I discard the
heavy clay soil that was dug from the bottom of the hole. In the bottom
of the hole put 2-3 inches of well-composted steer manure. Next, mix the
soil from the top of the hole with commercial topsoil (compost if I have
it), sand, and a handful of bone meal and fill the hole with this mixture.
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The peony root is planted at least a couple of weeks later on a mound (a
mound will help with drainage) in the center of the hole.

Some species can be grown in the above manner with one major dif-
ference—they must have shade from hot afternoon sun. These species
include: Paeonia obovata, Paeonia obovata ‘alba’, Paeonia veitchii and
its varieties, Paeonia ruprechtii, Paeonia lagodechiana, Paeonia japoni-
ca, Paeonia wittmanniana, Paeonia mascula, and Paeonia peregrina. In
the wild, these species grow in the shade of shrubs or under an open
canopy of deciduous trees.

Most of the Mediterranean species including Paeonia cambessedesii,
Paeonia mascula subsp. russoi and Paeonia clusii, and one of our native
peony species, Paeonia californica, need a warm position and excellent
drainage. They also need some shade from the hot afternoon sun. I
plant these species on the south side of my house in the shade of two
crape myrtle trees. They are planted in raised beds that have been filled
with equal parts compost, sand, and commercial topsoil. I also add some
turkey grit to improve drainage and a handful or two of bone meal. It is
important that the raised beds be at least two feet deep so the peony
roots will have room to grow.

Paeonia cambessedesii also does well in other locations in my garden
as long as it has very good drainage.

The large-flowered tree peony species such as Paeonia rockii, Paeo-
nia ostii, and Paeonia jishanensis need very good drainage. If the soil
they are planted in retains too much water they will succumb quickly to
fungal diseases. So I grow these tree peonies in either raised beds (with-
out clay soil) or on a steep slope in planting holes that contain my own
compost, sand, grit, commercial topsoil, and some of my best clay-loam
soil. I also add a little bone meal and lime to the planting hole.

Probably the most difficult species peony for me to grow well is Paeo-
nia brownii, one of our native peonies. After a great deal of trial and
error I now use two methods for growing Paeonia brownii in a raised bed
or on a mound. Both methods require that absolutely no clay soil is even
in sight of the planting mixture. The raised bed is made of large flat
rocks (the rocks probably add warmth to the soil) and is filled with com-
post, peat moss, sand, commercial topsoil and some grit. Although the
bed is in full sun it receives afternoon shade from a small shrub. The
mound is 8-10 inches high and is made up of the same planting mixture
used in the raised bed. It has a western exposure with no afternoon
shade. I have had plants of Paeonia brownii that were grown from seed
bloom on the mound and in the raised bed.

These two methods also work well for growing Paeonia tenuifolia, as
long as it receives afternoon shade.

Paeonia hybrida is the only species that I have found to be nearly
impossible to grow in my garden. However, it grows extremely well in
my parent’s garden in Iowa. Paeonia hybrida grows in the harsh steppe
climate of Northern Mongolia, so quite possibly it needs colder Winter
temperatures than can be found in my garden.

The key to growing any peony species well is to learn a little about
where a particular species grows in the wild. Then use this information
to experiment in your garden.

Species peonies are a bit more difficult to grow than “lactifloras” and
hybrids, but their charm, elegance, and beauty more than make up for
the extra care.
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Written by one of the great peony growers in Canada. Bulletin
#81, December 1940.

Peonies that are on display at the National Exhibition, Royal
Botanical Gardens are later distributed to hospitals. A dream
realized of Mr. F. Trafford Taylor.

Thie Peony—A Glorified Reose
by F. Trafford Taylor, K.C.

Past International President, Kiwanis International
St. Boniface, Manitoba, Canada

You may be a peony lover, but in case you are not, here are a few of
the highlights and interesting facts about this wonderful flower. The per-
fect peony is certainly nature’s most gorgeous floral masterpiece.

The peony has been aptly named a glorified rose, and is native of the
steppes of Siberia, in its single form, where it grows wild.

The Orientals cultivated it many centuries ago, having numerous
peony Societies in Japan and China.

It remained for the French specialists, after the French Revolution at
Nancy, near Paris, to develop in a peony garden, which is still in existence,
the wonderful double peonies. Some of the most striking of these modern
double peonies are Le Cygne (the swan), a beautiful pure white delicately
petalled flower, some nine inches across, as white as the driven snow,
Sarah Bernhardt, bomb shape, pink, of an enormous size, bearing prolifi-
cally year after year, and Marcelle Dessert, a delicately tinted flesh pink.

The great French growers at Nancy were Calot, Crousse, Dessert and
Lemoine, the garden passing from family to family, and from father to son.

The French growers grew for delicacy of form, producing such
exquisite perfect blooms as Solange, a dark shaded cream, resembling a
typical sunset, and Philippe Rivoire, a delicate red of lovely shade,
Emile Lemoine, one of the latest blooming peonies. The English grow-
er, Kelway, produced enormous peonies called Kelway’s Glorious, a
peony measuring almost a foot across.

The Americans produced some wonderful peonies, particularly
Brand, the Elder and Junior at Faribault, Minnesota, who have given
the world some of the finest reds, including Brand’s Magnificent. The
further north, the better the red color, and the peonies prefer a long
closed winter, as a resting period preparatory to producing in a moder-
ately warm summer season, their glorious blooms.

Karl Rosenfield is a very fine American red—dark crimson, pro-
ducing particularly fine flowers of good texture, quality and quantity,
and most suitable to the home grower.

I have often thought that it would be a splendid, and very useful objec-
tive and activity, for Kiwanis clubs, particularly in the North and North
Western parts of the United States and Canada to encourage and popularize
the growing of peonies, so as to develop peony shows and in the blooming
season, to distribute as many as possible to the sick and bedridden. I may
say that to date this year, Mrs. Taylor and I have cut upwards of 25,000
peony blooms, and distributed them to the hospitals throughout greater
Winnipeg and St. Boniface, including the invalid soldiers and apparently
they have been appreciated; also YMCA Army Hut at Shilo Camp.

I have a twenty-year-old acre plot, of some 3,500 peonies, of the best
varieties, gathered over the years from Europe and the United States and
at this time of the year it is a very fitting service activity in my opinion, for
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Kiwanians to use their surplus flowers to brighten the sickrooms and hos-
pitals. I also grow at home some 20,000 annuals, of different varieties, as
a follow-up flower for cutting after the peonies have finished blooming.

The gathering and cutting requires considerable time, but if a num-
ber of Kiwanians work together in a group, they could establish a regular
flower car to gather blooms of the members, from time to time, through-
out the season, and take turns in distributing some to the hospitals and
other institutions.

Peonies are probably the best investment one may make, in the line
of flowering perennials, as I understand there are peony plants in the
states of Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 125 years old, and like John-
ny Walker, still going strong.

The Greeks in olden days had the European variety comparable to
our quite common early Red Piney, to be found in every front yard
behind the white picket fence of the early Americans. The ancients con-
sidered the peony as a lucky charm and a good omen, to ward off evil spir-
its, and no house was without one plant, for this purpose.

The young people often wore the roots around their necks, in neck-
lace style, as a charm and a lucky rabbit’s foot, to guard against evil and
bad luck. They also considered the peony of considerable medicinal val-
ue and generally it has been held in greater respect and reverence
throughout the centuries than any other known flower.

Roses may be grown to perfection only in certain states and
provinces, but the peony is universal and I sincerely recommend it to
every community throughout the domain of Kiwanis on this continent, to
bring not only joy and satisfaction to its owner but to brighten the eye of
the sick and afflicted.

The greater portion of the peony roots have been imported yearly
from Holland, but this market is now closed, and we in Kiwanis might do
well to encourage the peony growers and producers in North America, by
making it possible for urban and rural flower-loving groups and agricul-
tural societies to obtain and develop this truly wonderful flower, in larg-
er quantities and at a reasonable cost.

The above sketchy outline of the peony is, I realize, a very poor and
inadequate description of this truly magnificent flower. I apologize to
peony enthusiasts for the lack of detail but I am speaking as a true lover
of the peony, as a grower, and as a zealous enthusiast, for peonies hap-
pen to be my particular hobby for the past twenty years.

May Kiwanis everywhere more generally respond to the club activity of
“Flowers to the Sick.” It has been said that this simple action has an elo-
quence of thought and feeling which speaks all tongues. May the peony con-
tinue to prosper and flourish and thus bring joy and gladness to the world.

The following is a resume of certain helpful suggestions concerning
the development and growth of the peony gathered and gleaned by the
writer from actual and practical experience over the years.

Here are a few guides to explain in detail the way to plant and care for
peonies, so that the most inexperienced may grow them and enjoy their beauty.

The peony is one of the best perennials for this country. It is very reliable,
and most varieties continue to grow for years undisturbed, yielding a large
quantity of bloom for a short period each year and for the whole season until
frost, a low (30 inch) foliage plant, clean and attractive.

The peony is not particular as to soil. It will grow in rich or poor clay,
sandy loam or black soil. A fairly rich soil is perhaps the best, but it will
thrive in any soil that is not acid. Peony beds should be well drained, so that
surplus water in the springtime gets away quickly, because water remaining
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on beds, even for a few days, is fatal to peonies.

Peonies should be planted in the fall—from September to freeze-up—
preferably the last week in September. The reason for this is that if the
plants are dug too early, the eyes of the crown, which will be the stems
next year, are not sufficiently developed.

Spring planting has at times proved satisfactory, but it is dependent
on the condition of the roots. Do not plant in the spring in this country.
A percentage of roots will become unthrifty, and, once in that condition,
they rarely recover.

Peonies should see the sun for at least half the day. They may be effec-
tively planted in beds by themselves—this is the ideal way—as a foreground
to the shrubbery, as a low hedge or dividing line, or to border a walk.

If peonies are planted in front of, or near, shrubs, make provision for
preventing the roots from interfering, because peonies will not grow well
in soil impoverished by shrub or by tree roots.

Dig soil two feet deep. If the lower foot is a cold, grey clay, remove it
and fill in with good garden loam. Remember that the peony plant is to
remain for years in the same location. Don’t put any manure under
peonies. Peonies must be given a space at least three feet square each,
and four feet square is much better. The plant will not entirely fill this
space until about the fifth season.

The eyes on the crown of the plant should be two to three inches below
the level of the ground. If too deep they will not bloom; if too shallow they
will suffer from frost. Dig the soil at least a week or two before planting, and
water well to settle the soil. If planted in newly-dug soil, and the eyes are
set two inches below the level, by spring the plant would have sunk many
inches more. The final depth of the eyes is to be two to three inches, so make
allowances for soil settling, and if you are afraid of frost damage, mound soil
over each plant for the first winter.

Wood ashes are safest and best, but not always obtainable. Use
bonemeal; dig in or hoe in from half to one pound per plant per year.
Apply preferably just after blooming, July 1st to 15th, to aid the plant for
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