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THE AMERICAN PEONY SOCIETY
(APS) is a nonprofit horticultural or-
ganization, incorporated as a
membership corporation under the
laws of the State of Missouri. APS is
organized exclusively for educa-
tional and scientific purposes, and
especially to promote, encourage
and foster the development and
improvement of the genus Paeonia
and public interest therein. These
purposes are expressly limited so
that APS qualifies as an exempt or-
ganization under section 501(c)(5)
of the Internal Revenue Code of
1954 or the comresponding provision
of any future Internal Revenue law.
Donors may not deduct contribu-
tions to APS.

Opinions expressed by contributors
to this publication are solely those
of the individual writers and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of
the Editor, Directors or the Society.

APS publishes paid advertisements
as a service to its members, but
cannot be responsible for the qual-
ity of merchandise or services from
these advertisers.

In compliance with the US Copy-
right Act for Serials, the rights to all
APS’' published material (including
advertisements, artwork and pho-
tos) remains with the author and
may be reprinted only with the
author's permission. Exempted
materials, created expressly for APS
by Staff, Directors or Committees,
or at their request, are protected
under APS copyright.

ISSN 0003-0384

MEMBERSHIP & THE BULLETIN
Allinterested persons are invited to
join the APS and participate in the
organization's activities. Dues are
paid for January 1-December 31
of any year. Dues received before
November 1 receive all four issues
of The APS Bulletin for the current
year (while supplies last). Dues re-
ceived after November 1 are re-
corded for the following year, un-
less otherwise specified. Annual
Individual(s) dues are $15.00 for US
residents; Canadian residents
$20.00; Europe $25.00; Pacific Rim
$40.00. Individual(s) memberships
are for 1 or 2 persons at the same
address, receiving one copy of The
APS Bulletin. Other terms and types
of membership are listed on the ap-
plication on page 201. A subscrip-
tion to The APS Bulletin is included
with all memberships.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Allcorespondence for the APS and
The APS Bulletin may be directed
to: Claudia Schroer, Editor-APS, 713
White Oak Lane, Gladstone, MO
64116-4607. Office phone (816)
459-9386; Fax (816) 459-7430. E-mail
to: cjschroer@kc.m.com.

DEADLINES
COPY & ADVERTISING
March issue - January 15
June issue - April 15
September issue - July 15
December issue — October 15

The APS Bulletin is mailed quarterly,
on or about, February 25, May 25,
August 25 and November 25.

www.americanpeonysociety.org
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APS Organization & Administration

BACK ISSUES
Single issues from December 2003-
present of The APS Bulletin are
available from the Editor, postpaid.

Us $ 8.00
Canada $ 9.00
Pacific Rim $12.00
All other countries $11.00
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES

20¢ per word, minimum 20 words.

PUBLICATION SALES
Tim Stanek-23329 Ellington Ave,
Glenwood, IA 51534-5093 USA. E-
mail: Tistanek@aol.com.

REGISTRATION
& NOMENCLATURE
APS acts as the International Culti-
var Registration Authority for peo-
nies. Contact: Reiner Jakubowski,
APS Registrar-624 Pineridge Road,
Waterloo, ON N2L 5J9 Canada or
registration@americanpeonysociety
.org. The fee is $5.00 for each reg-
istration. Send check/money order
payable to APS. A form and infor-
mation is available on the website.

SEED DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM

Harvey Buchite-813 Elm Street,
Anoka, MN 55303-2823 USA or
gardener@ricecreekgardens.com.
Available seeds in the March issue

TREASURER
Sandra Hader, CPA-8534 North
Britt Avenue, Kansas City, MO
64154-1953 USA.

WEBSITE
www.americanpeonysociety.org;
Peter Waltz, Webmaster.

ANNUAL CONVENTION
To be announced.

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES
ON PAGE 150

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Dale Baum
Leila Bradfield
Joseph Glocka
Vernon Kidd
Floyd Kimball
Kit Klehm
Roy Klehm

PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR, IF YOU HAVE COLOR PEONY SLIDES
(WITH CULTIVAR NAMES) THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO APS.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES

BASIC, EACH
(BLACK AND WHITE)

ALL ADS
PREPAID

FOUR BASIC ADS, FOUR
CONSECUTIVE ISSUES

FOUR-COLOR RATE, EACH
(ADD TO BASIC RATE) *

V4 PAGE $20.00 $72.00 $25.00
Y2 PAGE $30.00 $108.00 $50.00
FULL PAGE $40.00 $144.00 $100.00

* COLOR ADVERTISING MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL ISSUES—CONTACT THE EDITOR.
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WILLIAM D. COUNTRYMAN

William D. Countryman passed away on Saturday, June 11, 2005 at the age
of 84. Bill was born August 30, 1920 in DeKalb, Illinois. His wife, Anne, four
sons and one granddaughter survive him. Bill is also survived by his sister,
Mary Lou Humphrey of Lawrence, Kansas, who is also an APS member. She

gave Bill his first peony as a birthday gift in 1991,

Bill received an A.B. degree from Olivet in 1941 and an M.S. degree from
the University of New Hampshire in 1950. He served on the faculty of Nor-
wich University in Northfield, Vermont from 1948 through 1974, becoming
a Full Professor in 1961 and served as Chair of the Biology Department
from 1961 to 1969. In 1974, he left Norwich University to pursue a second
career in environmental consulting. He founded Wm. D. Countryman Envi-
ronmental Assessment and Planning, which he ran until his death.

For Bill, raising peonies was a retirement hobby that developed way beyond
his expectations. Countryman Peony Farm on Winch Hill in Northfield,
Vermont attracts peony aficionados from all over the world. With wife, Anne,
and son, Chris, he developed perhaps the most extensive collection of named
peony cultivars anywhere in the world. Their collection expanded into a
commercial nursery during recent years and it is expected that family
members will continue it.

Bill served on the APS Board of Directors from 1998 until his death and was
elected Vice President in 2004. “Bill was a kind and helpful colleague. He had
telephone conversations, probably long ones, with just about anyone who is
a commercial peony grower, “ said Don Hollingsworth. Bill’s guidance was
not limited to commercial growers as he assisted with The APS Bulletin and

contributed to several standing committees.

We shall miss Bill’s dedication to the American Peony Society and the honor
of his friendship. The 2005 APS Exhibition was dedicated to him as a tribute
to the inspirational role he played in APS and the “peony world,” in general.

‘Che only irreplaceable capital an organization possesses
138
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PETER “CHRIS” LANING

Peter “Chris” Laning passed away Sunday, July 24, 2005 at the age of 87.
Chris was born February 15, 1918 in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he
remained a lifelong resident. He is survived by his wife of over 60 years,
Lois, two sons, eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

During WWII Chris served in the US Army Air Corps. For over 20 years, he
owned and operated Countertops by Laning, retiring in 1981.

Chris was a member of the American Peony Society for over 35 years, serving
on the Board of Directors from 1972-2000. He was President 1984-1986,
but he may be most well known by peony enthusiasts as the Editor (with
Lois) of Hybridist’s Newsletter, which became known as Paeonia. Chris
administered the APS Seed Distribution Program from its inception in 1976
until 1985, from 1988-1993 and again in 1994 until 1999 with Kent Crossley.

Chris began growing peonies from seed in 1966 and in 1971 started his own
hybridizing program. Originations of Chris Laning include the herbaceous
hybrids SUNNY BOY (1985), SUNNY GIRL (1985), CRIMSON CLASSIC
(1993), LOIS’ CHOICE (1993), KRISTIN JOY (2000) and PROMENADE
(1990), which was registered by Allan Rogers; the tree peonies STALWART
ROSE (1996), LOIS ELAINE LANING (1995) and OLD ROSE DANDY
(1993); and, the Itohs DARK EYES (1996) and GLORIA JEAN (2000). As
well, there are many registrations by other growers who raised their peonies
from seeds provided by Chris from his garden. Peter Waltz estimates that
Chris was growing about 12,000 seedlings in 2000. And so, it is expected
that his hybridizing program will influence peony breeding for many years

to come.

It has been said that perhaps no one has ever exceeded Chris’ kind and
generous sponsorship of peony breeding and growing. “Red” Paauwe may
have said it best for many APS members, “Thanks for the generosity, patience
and advice that went with the peony seeds that you gave me.”

is the knowledge and ability of its people. — Androw Guarnegic
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Thanks to all who helped make the APS 2005 Convention in Maine
a success, especially Elizabeth Babb and Maine Audubon
Environmental Center at Gilsland Farm. Even though the date
of the convention was deliberately set later than usual, the warm
weather needed to open the onsite peonies was even later, so
outdoors most of us saw many, many buds and no blooms.

At the Saturday evening business meeting following dinner,
members voted to approve new bylaws for the society. The newer
bylaws are more flexible concerning the exact number of board
members, and its structure encourages more board member
involvement through the establishment of committees. A list of
committees and committee members is found elsewhere (page
150) in this issue of The Bulletin. Membership on committees is
not limited to board members. Anyone interested in being involved
in a committee should contact Claudia Schroer who can then
forward your interest to the appropriate committee.

The keynote speaker after dinner on Saturday night was Martin
Page, a botanist, photographer and author of several books on
peonies. His most recent book, The Gardener’s Peony, had just
been released, and was available in the gift shop of the Audubon
Center. Several of us were wondering to ourselves if Martin might
be interested in being on the board, but it was John Elsley who
actually asked him and received an affirmative response. Martin
1s probably the first overseas board member of the APS. We will
benefit from his experience with species peonies. In return, we
may be able to help him with information for his next publication
that will contain pictures and descriptions of 1,000 peonies.

May all your peonies grow in wisdom and stature.

WM

Peter Waltz
Director & President, American Peony Society
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

Some years ago, we borrowed
slides from Greta Kessenich to use
in giving a presentation to a garden
club. There were several hundred
excellent slides in the grouping and
we retumed them, with no problem.

I would like to know if anyone knows
where these slides are, now? We
asked several members at this
year's Exhibition in Maine, but no
one knew what happened to them.

After the program (at this year's
convention) about identification of
species and varieties, | believe
these slides would be very useful for
identification, as well as for educao-
tional purposes for presentations like
we gave. | hope someone can lo-
cate them.
Sincerely,
Gay Uhde
Sandy Hook, Connecticut

Claudia:

Nice Bulletin (June 2005-Issue No.
334)! Noticed the attribution of
Linda Hall Library on the back
cover. Itis not a part of University of
Missouri, Kansas City (UMKC). Itis a
privately endowed institution of
international acclaim forits science
and technology collections. Never-
theless, its presence is very im-
portant to students and faculty at
UMKC and it does provide inter-
library loan services to all universities
and businesses, including inter-
national services.

There is a great story behind its origin
and the marvelous history-of-
science collection, many acquired
after the WWII devastation of
European institutions. The last | knew
they held two copies of the
Stern monograph on peonies
published by the Royal Horticultural
Society.
Regards,
Don Hollingsworth
Maryville, Missouri

[Editor's note: Thanks Don for setting
me straight. Although I've visited
the library and the arboretum, | had
just taken it for granted that it was
part of UMKC because of its
location.

Some additional information
from their website: Linda Hall Library
is an independent public library of
science, engineering and tech-
nology located on a l4-acre
arboretum in Kansas City, Missouri.
The public may use the collection
on site without cost. Companies,
academic institutions and individ-
vals throughout the world use the
Library extensively. The Library was
established by the wills of Herbert
and Linda Hall and opened in 1946.
Educational, instructional and
grounds tours are available daily.]

your opinion matters
dJ Schroer, Editor

713 White Oak Lane

Gladstone, MO 64116-4607 USA
(816) 459-9386
¢jschroer@kc.rr.com
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING

Saturday, June 18, 2005
Submitted by: Claudia Schroer, Editor and Director

President Peter Waltz called the meeting to order following the
clambake and a welcome from Bill Shane, the Cumberland Town
Manager followed by Kevin Carley, Director of the Maine Audubon
Society who offered APS his best wishes for a good show at the
Audubon Center.

President Waltz then acknowledged the loss of Director Bill
Countryman and recognized his contributions to the Society and
to peonies in general. The attendance of this occasion by Bill’s
widow, Anne Countryman, and two of their sons was also
recognized. Bill and Anne’s son, Christopher, had stayed in
Vermont to greet visitors at Countryman Peony Farm.

A report from Director and Editor, Claudia Schroer indicating
current levels of APS membership worldwide, printing and
postage expense analysis of The APS Bulletins and income
statements from funds collected by the Editor was distributed.

The new bylaws mailed with the March 2005 issue of The APS
Bulletin in the form of a motion by Claudia Schroer, was seconded
by Harvey Buchite and adopted without dissent.

Seven nominations for the six open seats on the Board of Directors
were made. Martin Page, Ben Gowen and Jack Nordick were
new nominees. Directors whose terms were expiring that were
seeking re-election included Harvey Buchite, Linette Sorrentino,
Tim Stanek and Peter Waltz.

At this point Vernon Kidd resigned from the Board of Directors
citing personal commitments. Mr. Kidd was thanked for his many

years of service and designated a Director Emeritus.

All of the seven candidates nominated were then elected by
acclamation.

Meeting adjourned. Aps
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Treasurer’s Report — June 30, 2005
Sandra Hader, CPA — Kansas City, Missouri

ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Cash and Equivalents $ _131,412.00
TOTAL ASSETS $ 131,412.00

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Fund Balance
Unrestricted $ _131,412.00
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $ 131,412.00

Greta Kessenich Memorial Fund Donors
AK Garden Interiors — Anchorage, Alaska
Blue Rag Gardens — Etlan, Virginia
Marie Betz — Sun Prairie, Wisconsin
Ronald Chinnock — Virginia Beach, Virginia
Margaret Dexter — East Lyme, Connecticut
Marion Dibble — Golden Valley, Minnesota
Joseph Glocka — West Allis, Wisconsin
Jovon Horton — Bluefield, West Virginia
Steven Johnson — Shorewood, Minnesota
Roy Klehm — South Barrington, lllinois
Donna Linsley — Pittsford, New York
Lori Palella — Elgin, lllinois
Walker Sloan — Lexington, Kentucky
Judith Wilmarth — Anchorage, Alaska

Seed Distribution Program Report
Harvey Buchite, SDP Chairman — Anoka, Minnesota
All seed requests were fulfiled on May 9, 2005. There were 35 requests

for approximately 200 packets of seed. See the breakdown by APS
Regional Districts below. Everyone received a bonus packet or two.

APS REGIONAL
oistricts | 1213410 ¢ 78T
# OF
ceaorsts | 321 2] 2| 1] 1s[o] 4]
143
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MEMORIAL & HONORARY GIFTS

Please address all contributions to Claudia Schroer, Editor—APS, 7 13 White Oak
Lane, Gladstone, MO 64116-4607. Checks or money orders payable to APS;
MasterCard or Visa: phone (816) 459-9386. For memorial donations, list name
and address of survivor who is to receive acknowledgement card.

Donation made to APS In memory of
WILLIAM D. COUNTRYMAN

NORTHFIELD,VERMONT

Heartland Peony Society — Kansas City, Missouri

Membership & The APS Bulletin Report — June 30, 2005
Submitted by: Claudia Schroer, Editor

Membership Statistics by Country, Expiration & Progress o e
[ MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION | # COUNTRY | # COUNTRY | # | [ MEMBERSHIP # | DATE |
2005 309 | [Australio | 6| | Netherands | 8 __367 | 5/2/04 |
2006 173 Austia | 2 Newlegland | 7! | 418 |  7/5/04 |
2007 74 Belgium | 5 Norway 1l 556 8/6/04
2008 8 Canada_| 46 Poland | 11 | 604 | 10/25/04 |
2009 30 China 1 3 Spain ! - 636 | 12/13/04
2010 2! [Denmark | 2| |Sweden | 4| | 640 | 12/19/04 |
2011 ] France 2| |Switzerlond | 3 7021 1/5/04
2012 1| [ Germony [ 14| [UK-England | 2] 679 | 2/4/05
Life 89 | | ltaly 6| |UK-Scotiond | || 6061 3/17/05
Total members 6/30/05 | 689 Jopan | 2| 1USA = 1572 | 614 4/1/05 |
—— | | Lalvia ey 629 | 4/30/05 |
— T eas | oS ]
THE APS BULLETIN — PRINTING & POSTAGE EXPENSE — PER MEMBERSHIP
Total | Current
Sep-04 | Dec-04 | Mar-05 | Jun-05 | Printing | Actual | Annual
#331 | #332 | #333 | #334 | Tofal | Expenses | Dues
Bulletin $3.350  $2.94] $5.00 $3.05 $14.34
Envelope $0.16f $0.18 $0.17| $0.17 $0.48
Yearbook $1.63 $1.63
Bylaws 30.18 $0.18
Exhibifion Schedule $0.29 $0.29
$17.12
Postage
] Total
US Bulk $0.26] $0.24] 3$0.46 $0.21 $1.17 $18.29, $15.00
Canada $1.60,  $1.35 $3.10 $1.40 $7.65 $24.77.  $20.00)
Europe $4.000  $3.200 $534 3398 $16.52 $33.64  $25.00
Pacific Rim $4.40,  $3.500  $5.00 $4.40  $17.30  $34.42 $30.00
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING
Sunday, June 19, 2005
Submitted by: Kent Crossley, Director & Recording Secretary

The Board of Directors (BOD) of the American Peony Society met
at 8:00 a.m. in a conference room at the Gilsland Farm Maine
Audubon Environmental Center in Falmouth, Maine.

In attendance: Carol Adelman, Elizabeth Babb, Harvey Buchite,
Kent Crossley, John Elsley, Ben Gowen, Don Hollingsworth,
Reiner Jakubowski, Claudia Schroer, Donald Smith, Linette
Sorrentino, Dana Tretheway and Peter Waltz. Others present at
the meeting included the Sandi Hader, Treasurer and guests
Laverne Dunsmore and Jim Adelman. An additional guest, Gay
Uhde, joined the group at 9:30 a.m.

President Peter Waltz started the meeting by acknowledging the
death of our Vice President, Bill Countryman, and welcomed new
board member, Ben Gowen. After some discussion, 1t was also
agreed that Steve Johnson would no longer serve as a Board
Member. President Waltz also noted the resignation of Vernon
Kidd and his designation of Director Emeritus at the General
Membership Meeting.

The BOD then authorized a payment to Martin Page for his travel
and other expenses ($1,353.49) to be our guest speaker at the
Banquet and participate in Convention activities.

The Editor’s report followed and was detailed in various reports
prepared by Claudia Schroer. She noted that the society has 646
members as of June 1, 2005. We discussed options for membership
drives and discussed the amount of dues increases that might be
appropriate.

We discussed the costs of printing and postage, noting that we
need to decide when we will print a new Membership Roster and
talked about the costs of The Bulletins and the options of
additional color. We also discussed a new flyer that could be used
to attract new members.
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Ben Gowen commented that some plant societies, such as the
American Iris Society (AIS), are organized by region and collect
fees that are, in part, sent to the national society. Don
Hollingsworth commented that this approach requires the
national society, in turn, offer services, such as liability insurance,
to the regional groups. Ben Gowen, with the help of Linette
Sorrentino, offered to investigate how this could work for APS
and report to the BOD.

We discussed the need for a new Handbook of the Peony. Reiner
Jakubowski observed that the present publication is a hodgepodge
of articles collected from a variety of sources. To be useful a new
edition needs to be written with a clear purpose in mind.

Peter noted that there were two issues mentioned in Claudia’s
report that need action: a decision about a potential increase in
dues; and, a decision about offering a two-tiered fee for registration
of a new cultivar. It was agreed that both of these issues would
be discussed and resolved by e-mail.

E-mail addresses for the LOD in attendance were collected.

Don Hollingsworth asked about the number of Bulletins that are
printed for each issue and the numbers of extra copies. Peter
Waltz suggested that 20-50 would be appropriate. Claudia pointed
out that at the present time 276 membership subscriptions will
expire at the end of 2005 and that it is difficult to predict the
number of non-renewals (which obviously impacts the numbers
of excess Bulletins), Claudia pointed out that currently we have
a higher renewal rate when compared with other societies, but
that number is based on data from less than two years. It was
agreed by the BOD that the number of extra copies should be
approximately 100, but that this number may have to be adjusted.
Claudia mentioned that two issues a year were done with inside
color pages. We discussed the cost and options for color printing.
No decision was made. Harvey Buchite suggested that we consider
using themes for issues.

4. The Treasurer’s report followed. Revenue was $17,146 for 2004
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vs. $20,555 in the prior year. The major reason for the decline
was a reduction in interest received. The BOD expressed gratitude
for the $10,000 bequest from Greta Kessenich’s estate. The
Treasurer distributed information about interest rate
expectations. The BOD agreed to continue our policy of
conservative investment. Peter Waltz expressed appreciation to
Sandra Hader for serving as our Treasurer. A motion of
appreciation was made by John Elsley and seconded by Ben
Gowen.

5. We discussed the options for publication of a new listing of
registered cultivars. Reiner Jakubowski distributed a handout
and noted the new list was planned for 2006 but the format and
layout was undecided. He has collected listings and information
from a number of sources for this. A number of related issues
were discussed. John Elsley noted the confusion and problems
with foreign (notably Chinese) names. There are also issues about
how the Japanese and Chinese names are transliterated.
Individuals skilled in these languages will best do this.

6. We next discussed options for the 2006 Convention. We talked
about Mansfield, Ohio, and sites in Wisconsin, Oregon and
Indiana. It was noted there is a new Midwest Peony Society in
Indiana. Board members agreed that moving the convention site
was a helpful way to broaden knowledge and interest in the peony.
Heartland Peony Society (greater Kansas City) has inquired about
hosting the 2007 Convention and Linette Sorrentino mentioned
that the Minnesota Peony Society would like to host in 2008.

Don Hollingsworth recommended a committee be formed to plan
for the 2006 convention. The group will consist of Claudia Schroer,
Carol Adelman, Ben Gowen, Harvey Buchite and Linette
Sorrentino. It was suggested this group also work on plans for
the next several years. Don Hollingsworth recommended that
the committee also consider modifications to our traditional
meeting [e.g. increased numbers of tours with less emphasis on
cutflower displays.)

7. Attention was next turned to nomenclature issues. The
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intersectional hybrids continue to need clarity in their
classification. Don Hollingsworth, Reiner Jakubowski, Jack
Nordick, Peter Waltz, Don Smith and Martin Page will work on
these issues. The importance of this area was duly noted since
the APS acts as the International Cultivar Registration Authority
for peonies, and it will determine how this is handled worldwide.

8. A new version of the Society logo (designed by Jean Oberg of
Klehm’s Song Sparrow Farm and Nursery) for the development
of the new APS “official” seal. It was unanimously accepted on a
motion made by Don Hollingsworth and seconded by Dana
Tretheway.

9. We next discussed APS’ website. Peter Waltz noted than he is
willing to make changes. We talked about creating a searchable
list of cultivars. Don Smith noted he had recently been at a
meeting of the International Peony Society in Germany and that
attendees had indicated they saw the site as an important
resource. Peter Waltz, Dana Tretheway, Don Smith and Reiner
Jakubowski will form a committee to make further improvements
on the website. Guest, Gay Uhde suggested having information
about heritage and public peony gardens on the website. We also
talked about weblogs, message boards and a place for commonly
asked questions and a way to provide feedback to the Society.

10. Peter Waltz, using information sent to him by Steve Johnson,
described the memorial for Greta Kessenich. A drawing of a
commemorative stone marker that will cost $922.00 was shown
to the BOD. The cost will be covered by donations. The stone will
be placed at the new arboretum being developed near Rosemount,
Minnesota. Donors will be acknowledged in a future issue of The
Bulletin.

11. We talked about the need to update the Introduction to
Peonies. The herbaceous, as well as the tree peony version, are
out of date (and, probably out of stock). Don Smith, Don
Hollingsworth and Harvey Buchite will work on the tree peony
version; 1t was thought that intersectional hybrids should be
added to this booklet. Kent Crossley agreed to draft an update of
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the herbaceous peonies version. Both of these booklets were
thought to need photographs and cultural instructions. We
discussed the merit of having this information on the website as
well as in print. We talked about having some of these features
on a future part of the site only accessible to members.

12. Criteria for the 2005 Gold Medal and 2006 Peony of the Year
were reviewed—reasonable price, widely available variety and a
strong, proven grower. We talked about DOUGLAS BRAND,
ANGEL CHEEKS, and BARTZELLA; Carol Adelman nominated
ANGEL CHEEKS, seconded by Harvey Buchite. The vote was
unanimous.

13. Don Hollingsworth noted the seedling committee was not
active. He also pointed out that we needed to be more proactive
about our awards with the Gold Medal under consideration for
two—three years before the selection is made. It was recommended
that an Awards Committee be established. This group could
review and revise our exhibition classes and develop awards for
seedlings. Peter Waltz and Don Hollingsworth agreed to work on
this committee. Harvey Buchite asked about development of a
standard show schedule and noted the Court of Honor process
was confusing and not well explained in the Society’s materials.
Harvey was added to this committee and was asked to help with
perceived roadblocks to showing peonies, among those who have
previously exhibited.

14. Harvey Buchite was nominated by Claudia Schroer to fill the
uncompleted term of Bill Countryman’s Vice Presidency. Ben
Gowen seconded the motion and Harvey was elected on
unanimous vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. ars

Thank you to Jean Oberg and Klehm's Song Sparrow
Farm and Nursery for the development of the new APS
“official” seal, as shown on the front cover.

[EDI’I‘OR’S NOTE: ANNUAL REPORTS FOR PUBLICATIONS
AND THE AUCTION WERE UNAVAILABLE FOR PRINTING IN THIS ISSUE.]
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We are always
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days are few, and
acting as though
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no end of them.

-~ Seneca




REGISTRATION & NOMENCLATURE REPORT
Reiner Jakubowski, Registrar — Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Over the past year, covering the period from June 2004 to June 2005,
there were 47 new peony registrations published by the Society. The
class of peonies described in our show schedule as the Itoh/
Intersectional peonies accounted for 17 registrations. Tree peonies,
herbaceous hybrids, and lactifloras accounted for 14, 12, and 4
registrations respectively.

The fee continues to be $5.00 per peony registered and thus
generated $235.00, while expenses consisted of less than $10.00 to
cover postage for administrative purposes. Not included as an
expense here, but very real, is the cost of printing registration
descriptions in the Bulletin. This is especially significant if colorimages
are desired. The use of color in the Bulletin is at the discretion of the
Editor, with preference given toillustrations accompanying submitted
articles. Color photos for registration purposes will likely become an
option paid for by the registrant if they desire it.

We have yet to find a proper name for the Itoh/Intersectional peonies
for nomenclature purposes. Whereas the term “intersectional”
describes the cross as being between two different sections within
the genus, it is not exclusive to this particular cross and therefore
does not define it. Hybrids between the two herbaceous sections
now exist and these too are intersectionalin the strictest sense of the
word. This, coupled with the fact that “Section” is a term used in
botanical taxonomy, means that there is a need for a new term (or
terms) along with proper definitions so that everyone knows exactly
what cultivars qualify for inclusion in the Group.

Work is underway towards compiling the data needed for publication
of the 2006 Registration update volume covering registrations from
1996 to 2006. There were approximately 740 new registrations in this
period. We also hope to overhaul the historic listings published in the
past as “Originators of Peonies and their Productions”. This represents
a huge undertaking but the effort is worthwhile and long overdue
based on comments made to me by several members. aes

Thank you to Klehm'’s Song Sparrow Farm
and Nursery for the photo of ANGEL CHEEKS
on this issue’s front cover.
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2005 Exhibition Awards

BEST OF SHOW — GRAND CHAMPION
GARDEN TREASURE
ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

BEST LACTIFLORA GROUP — DOUBLE WHITE
BROTHER CHUCK
KLEHM'S SONG SPARROW FARM

BEST LACTIFLORA GROUP — DOUBLE PINK
PILLOW TALK
KLEHM'S SONG SPARROW FARM

BEST LACTIFLORA GROUP — DOUBLE, RED
FELIX CROUSSE
ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

BEST LACTIFLORA GROUP — BOMB, ANY COLOR
RASPBERRY SUNDAE
ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

BEST LACTIFLORA GROUP — SEMI-DOUBLE, ANY COLOR
MISS AMERICA
BILL UHDE — SANDY HOOK, CONNECTICUT

BEST LACTIFLORA GROUP — JAPANESE, ANY COLOR

GARDEN LACE

ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

BEST HERBACEOUS HYBRID GROUP — DOUBLE
RASPBERRY CHARM
ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS
BEST HERBACEOUS HYBRID GROUP — SEMI-DOUBLE

CORAL CHARM

ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

and LEMON CHIFFON

ELIZABETH BABB — YARMOUTH, MAINE

BEST HERBACEOUS HYBRID GROUP — SINGLE
BRIGHTNESS
ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

BEST ITOH HYBRID GROUP — YELLOW
GARDEN TREASURE
ADELMAN PEONY GARDENS

[Editor's Note: Additional 2005 Exhibtion results to be announced.]
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NO PEONIES? NO PROBLEM!
Elizabeth Babb, APS Director — Yarmouth, Maine

2005 APS CONVENTION REVIEW
Peony gardens at Gilsland Farm were showing little color, due to
an unusually cold and rainy spring. But peonies on display at
the Maine Audubon Environmental Center at Gilsland Farm were
in full bloom Saturday and Sunday, June 18 and 19, when growers
from all over the country and Canada provided cuts of their best
peonies to the annual American Peony Society convention.

By tradition, the Convention has typically been held in the
Midwest or in Canada, where established growers and local
groups help to put on the show. In many ways this year’s events
help to point the way for future APS activities promoting peony
growing in all parts of the US. This is the first time the annual
meeting has been held in New England in more than 50 years,
when it was held in Boston in 1947.

Helping to add dimension to the Exhibition were several
displayers living nearby. Don Smith, a hybridizer and APS
Director from Massachusetts, was one of these displayers. He
points out that with the new members on the Board situated in
different areas of the US (and now Britain, with the addition of
Dr. Martin Page to the Board), the APS is able to move the show
around to various parts of the peony-growing community.

When I agreed to organize this year’s events, it seemed only
natural to hold the Exhibition in Maine and at Gilsland Farm.
David Moulton, a Portland lawyer, grew and sold root divisions
of peony cultivars from the 1920s to the 1940s. He is noted for
providing each Portland High School graduate with a red peony
to wear on graduation day, and there are still visitors to Gilsland
Farm who can remember receiving their peony. David Moulton’s
peonies are still thriving at Gilsland Farm.

Sixteen new APS members from Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and New
Brunswick, Canada were enrolled at the Exhibition. Steve
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Johnson, APS Past President, donated a division of LEMON
CHIFFON to be awarded to the new APS member whose name
was drawn at the clambake. Karen Hyatt, from Massachusetts,
won the root to be delivered this fall.

Anne Countryman, along with two of her sons, attended the
convention from Vermont, where the late Bill Countryman
planted his peony farm in Northfield. Sadly, Bill passed away
shortly before the convention. He was very much missed at this
year’s events.

Perhaps the favorite part of our APS get-together was the New
England-style clambake Saturday night, featuring lobster, clam
chowder, shellfish and corn on the cob, all done just outside in a
mammoth cooker. There were 84 diners, including APS members
from across the country and visitors from local communities.

Dana Tretheway, Exhibition Chairman, handled the details of
the show, arranging the tables in the exhibition hall, setting out
class cards, and generally providing help to would-be exhibitors.
Assisting him were two local people, Albert Nickerson and Selden
Rose, plus several APS members with exhibition experience.
Volunteers from the Peony Society of Maine were available to
place ribbons and record winners after the judging was completed.

There were many local people involved in putting on the show.
Thanks go to Ken Liberty, President of the Peony Society of Maine,
for organizing a crew to build the Court of Honor structure and
for making the 120-mile trip from Bangor to erect it on Friday.
Thanks also to George and Rosemarie Patterson for designing
and building the structure, and to Mike Smith and Bob Burgess
for helping to put it up at Maine Audubon. For the registration
and information table, thanks to Lori Agan, a Maine Audubon
volunteer, who organized a crew to provide services during all
public hours of the show.

Ken’s direction was especially appreciated, since he was slated
to serve a New England breakfast to North Tour participants
early Saturday morning at his historic home in Bangor. The ten
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participants arrived at the Bangor airport, ready to take the tour
bus south via Fieldstone Gardens in Vassalboro to Freeport.
There, they stayed in a bed and breakfast house near LL. Bean
and a wide variety of factory outlet stores. The group arrived at
the Exhibition that afternoon and attended the clambake in the
evening. I'm told they left Freeport on Monday morning very good
friends, glad they had come on the trip.

Another garden tour on Sunday was co-sponsored by Maine
Audubon Society and BB Peony Gardens. It began with an early
look at the exhibition hall and continued with a tour of the
Moulton farm, where Margi Huber, director of tours at Maine
Audubon, told the history of the farm. She then accompanied the
tour group to Pineland Gardens in New Gloucester. Here the
group toured a public garden, built several years ago, from a
bequest by Margaret Noyes, a local business owner, featuring
peonies as a basic part of the garden structure. Albert Nickerson
gave an overview of the gardens and the other Pineland projects.

The bus with Maine Audubon participants followed behind the
North Tour bus as they traveled to Eartheart Gardens in
Harpswell, Maine. APS President, Peter Waltz took over from
Margi Huber to welcome tour members and invite them to join
APS. We took a look at the over 160-year-old Bowdoin College
pine grove. After seeing the iris and peony gardens at Harpswell
(including a lot of little peony seedlings, compliments of the APS
seed program), the groups met at Estes Lobster House for lunch.

So, this year’s meeting seems to have been a great success. New
members, new community participation in peony events, new
friendships formed, great food, a beautiful show (when locally it
appeared there would be none)—and the experience of putting
on an Exhibition so that members will have the experience to
more fully participate in their local peony shows in future years.
Thanks to all who helped to make this possible, especially to those
growers who took the time to store peonies and groom them out
for this show. “No peonies? No problem!” when APS members
work together to make an exhibition like this possible. Thank
you, all! aes
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Popularity Poll

Claudia Schroer
As of July 31, 2005, 142 members
had cast ballots. The results:

1. Garden Treasure
(Hollingsworth, 1984)
ltoh/Intersectional

2. Hephestos
(Daphnis, 1977)
Hybrid Tree

3. Many Happy Returns
(Hollingsworth, 1986)
Herbaceous Hybrid

4. Red Charm
(Glasscock, 1944)
Herbaceous Hybrid

5. Mahogany
(Glasscock, 1937)
Herbaceous Hybrid

6. Cherry Ruffles
(Hollingsworth, 1996)
Herbaceous Hybrid

7. Coral Charm
(Wissing, 1964)
Herbaceous Hybrid

8. Coral Sunset
(Wissing, 1965)
Herbaceous Hybrid

9. Red Grace
(Glasscock-Klehm, 1980)
Herbaceous Hybrid

THANK YOU!

I would like to thank the American
Peony Society for inviting me to
speak at their 2005 Convention in
Maine. It was good to have an
opportunity to meet the Society’s
members and to see how a peony
show should be organized. Unfor-
tunately the pressure of work
meant that I could only stay for a
few days, but I thoroughly enjoyed
my visit and only wish that I lived
in New England!

I am particularly proud to have
been elected as a Director of the
APS and will do my best to
promote the society, within the
limitations of living on the
opposite side of the Atlantic!
Timber Press has commissioned
me to write The Encyclopaedia of
Peonies, which they hope to
publish in 2009. This will include
approximately 1,000 photographs
and I would welcome any
suggestions for the peonies that
should be included in the book.

Peonies are less popular in the
United Kingdom, but my visit has
inspired me to promote them more
vigorously here. British gardeners
don’t know what they are missing!

Thank you again for your
hospitality and warm welcome.

10. Athena .
(Saunders, 1949) With kind regards,
Herbaceous Hybrid Mavtin Page
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2005 LOCAL & REGIONAL EVENTS

HEARTLAND PEONY SOCIETY (Greater Kansas City)
www.peonies.org
Leon Pesnell (785) 542-3316 or pesneli@myvine.com
September 30—Annual Potluck Dinner and Auction.
October 1—Peony Day Program and Plant Sale.
Additional information is available on our website and newsletter.

MIDWEST PEONY SOCIETY
http://home.insightbb.com/~midwestpeonysoc/MIDWESTPEONYSOC.html
Don C. Smith (812) 923-8113 or midwestpeonysoc@insightbb.com
September 25—Business Meting and Auction. We are anticipating
over 200 attendees for this pitch-in dinner and auction (both silent
and auctioneer). We will also be presenting the plans for the Tree
Peony Garden at Yew Dell Gardens. This will be a major project for

the society and we look forward to its completion in 2007.

November 7, 2005; 6:30pm—Presentation by Don Smith to the
Perennials Plus gardening group on new and exciting peonies and
how to grow and plan a peony garden. Over 75 attendees are
expected for this function.

MINNESOTA PEONY SOCIETY

www.geocities.com/mps_peony
Harvey Buchite (763) 754-8090
September 24, 2005; 1:00 pm—Fall Meeting and Auction at the
Bachman's Garden Center, 6010 Lyndale Ave S., Minneapolis, MN
(612) 861-7600. Members are invited to bring peony roots to donate
to the sale. A photois greatly appreciated. Non-members are invited
to attend also.

PRAIRIE PEONY SOCIETY (REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA)
Brian Porter BPorter@agr.gov.sk.ca

PPS hosted the Canadian Peony Show in Regina, June 25-26. We
were very pleased with the show—the largest to date in Reginq,
with about 305 blooms plus six floral art exhibits. Our expectations
were exceeded and resulted in a last-minute search for additional
containers.The entries were mainly herbaceous hybrid and lactiflora
peonies, but did include a few tree peonies and one intersectional
hybrid. Entries were received from Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta, and included some from Algonquin College, Ottawa
ON, Indian Head Research Farm, Indian Head SK, and the Devonian
Botanical Garden, University of Alberta.
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Two educational lectures were held, and given by the President
and Vice-President of the Canadian Peony Society. The awards
ceremony included Saskatchewan'’s Lieutenant Governor, Her
Honour, Dr. Lynda Haverstock. At the end of the show, flowers were
given to the public in return for a silver donation.

Upcoming events include a peony root and perennial sale on
September 22 and an educational lecture on November 10. ars

New Cultivar Registration
Reiner Jakubowski, Registrar — Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Correction: Due to the variable nature of the English language, the
peony TIME TRAVELER (Saunders-Waltz, 2005) published in Bulletin 234,
page 81, was incorrectly spelled. The cultivar name was submitted
with one “L" only, as shown here. ares

| ATTENTION: SEEDSAVERS!

| The APS Seed Program would be delighted to have more seeds
| donated in order to fill 2006 seed requests. Any seeds are
| welcome, especially those of named tree peonies, which are the
| ones we run out of first. Seeds Canh be sent as soon as ripe (seed
| coat will be dark brown to black in color). Please label each one
| with as much info-rmation as possible, such as, the name of
| seed parent, flower color and flower form. In some Cases where
| a plant is not hamed information such as “advance hybrid seed
| from a tall pink semi-double” is valuable information. Please send
| seed in paper envelopes with padding or small boxes to proteCt
| them in shipment. If the seed is slightly moist when harvested, it
| should be dried prior to packing, especially if plastiC bags are
| used for packaging the seed. The quantity of seed Can be as
| few as five or as many as 100+.

I send seeds to:

I Harvey Buchite

| APS Seed Distribution Program

| 813 Eim Street

I Anoka, MN 55303-2823




FORMING A LOCAL OR REGIONAL PEONY SOCIETY

1) %ind like-minded peony devotees in your area. Some groups have
started with less than ten peaple.

Talk to people in your book club, neighborhood, garden club, exercise
group, church, place of employment and local horticultural programs.

2) Set a place and time for your fixst meeting.

Decide on the name of your organization, elect officers and set dues.
You may need to set the dues at a higher level to develop “seed” funds
(such as $20.00). When you have more members and ways to raise funds,
the dues could be lowered.

3) Business mattexs.
In the US you'll need bylaws, an Employer Identification Number (even
if you don't have employees) Certificate of Incorporation, checking
account and IRS Package 1023 (application form and instructions), if
you want to operate as a nonprofit. Merely stating that the group is
nonprofit or not-for-profit won't achieve the same results. In most
situations you can also apply for a certificate from your state to be
exempt from collecting and paying sales tax. You'll need this (in most
states) when you have plant sales and other fund-raising activities.
+ Once you're established, paperwork is not a one-time thing.
Some fees, reports and returns are required annually.
* This may seem too complicated for those of us who would like
things “sweet and simple,” but it's really not that difficult and
the benefits far outweigh the drawbacks.
* There's no need to muddle through. Maybe you have an ac-
countant, attorney or experienced businessperson within your
group that can help. There's a lot of information available on
the Internet or contact APS—we'll do our best to help.

4) Yow’ll need a budget and a list of educaticnal projects.
Some ideas for educational and service projects could include: establish
display garden, public tours and seminars, slide shows for garden clubs.

5 ) Plant sales—a goed source of inceme and a way to finance your
educatienal projects.
If you're not ready for a sale try an exchange or root swap.

6 ) Promate and grow your axganization.
Work within your initial group to get the word out. Places that can help
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you get the word out. Post fliers at the grocery store, garden centers
and workplace bulletin boards; buy a small ad in local "shopper-type”
newspapers; send a letter to all APS members in your area.
* Make every effort to promote your group in a professional
way. Use “spell check" and publishing software for written
communication. Develop a membership brochure.
* Use nametags, door prizes and "mixer” activities (such as
coffee and dessert) to encourage interaction at your meetings.

Stay in touch with your members. Newsletters, e-mail broadcasts,
postcards for coming events, website.

8) Now that you've established, same aduice from those who've been
thvough it.
* Be open, to new members and new ideas.
* Delegate—don't make it look so difficult or complicated that
no one wants to take over.
* Stick to your bylaws.

This article has been compiled by the Editor from various sources and
is not meant as specific instructions, but rather as a guideline to help
you get started. Good luck! ars

OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS

TOP TEN
Dale Baum — Anderson, Indiana

My top ten list:

MAHOGANY (H), intense unusual color, great in garden or cut.
YELLOW DREAM {l), great garden plant.

RED CHARM (H), Intense color, great flower form.

CLAIR DE LUNE (H). early flowering. great garden plant.
CORAL SUPREME (H), vigorous, great cut flower.

CYTHEREA (H), unusual color, beautiful flower form.
HIGHLIGHT (H), very dark color, holds petals tightly when cut.
NICK SHAYLOR (H), beautiful flower form.

MYRTLE GENTRY (H), best fragrance, pretty too.

lO STARDUST (H), outstanding for garden and landscape use.

VMONOOAEWN -

OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS
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OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS

2005 Bloom Season Favorites
Henry Chotkowski — Fayetteville, Arkansas

| think it was a good idea that Popularity Poll respondants were asked
to wait until peony season was over to send their ballots. Comparing
pre-blooming favorites with what did well this year offered more
than a few differences. Here's my list of favorite peonies (heavily
slanted to this year's best performers) for 2005.

* EARLY GLOW like cut glass when backlit, nice buff color.

* CORAL SUNSET, always, every year, the best.

* BLAZE, great bush shape, great foliage/bloom combination.

* DIANA PARKS, truest red to my eye, lovely in afternoon high shade.
* MOTHER'S CHOICE, the most beautiful rose-like blossoms.

* MARY JO LEGARE, the best show in the garden this year, 5™ year
plant tall and full.

* LAVON, exceptional color with a deeper pink center. How'd | miss
this before?

* CALVIN BIGGER, Myron’'s last introduction, very large, very full,
fragrant, ivory double.

* DOUGLAS BRAND, disbudded bush produced extra large show-
stoppers.

* WHITE FROST, excellent habit when disbudded, citrus fragrance,
great dark green foliage. aes

Rave Review for Lovely Rose
Lyn Holiday — Overland Park, Kansas

| am nutty about LOVELY ROSE and for good reason. Beautiful color
and form—plus, it holds up well in rain. A few years ago Heartland
Peony Society had a bus trip to Topeka. We went to Bigger's Peony
Farm at the end of a rainy day. Only one row of peonies was up-
right and that was LOVELY ROSE. | purchased it for my own garden
and it is a terific (and gorgeous) plant. It is in general commerce, is
not new, is easy to find and underused. ars

OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS & OBSERVATIONS

www.peonygarden.com
Over 1,000 varieties available for fall delivery!
(613) 398-7650 after 7 pm Eastern Time
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CULTIVARS, BACKYARD GARDENING, CULTURE, LANDSCAPING, RESEARCH, HYBRIDIZING, CUTFLOWERS

QUESTION:
| have a very large pink peony that use to bloom with a lot of large
flowers. Some years back it started having one flower.finally moved
it and replanted it in a different location. That didn’t help. It had only
one flower again this year. It has a lot of green foliage and a lot of
small buds, but only one develops into a flower—the rest of the buds
shrink.

| don't know what else to do. | would appreciate some help. | got
your address from an article in the 6/12/05 Chicago Tribune.
Fred Carnevali — Chicago, lllinois
ANSWER:

Such a complete failure in development of the flower buds suggests
a plant that is in a state of serious decline. Decline results from failure
of a plant to store sufficient food in a growing season to fully support
growth and flowering the following spring. My first thought is that
something must be changing progressively for the worse where your
peony is located, possibly during multiple seasons. Decline most often
results from reduced availability of moisture, light and soil nutrients,
as by trees or large shrubs nearby. A multi-year drought cycle, as
happened recently in the Midwest, in absence ofadequate irigation,
will aggravate the problems of root competition. If the problem is in
fact encroachment by shallow rooting trees and shrub roots and
when these dominant plants are to remain, then the best bet may
be to take up the peony plant, divide it and replant elsewhere.
However, if competition is not an obvious explanation for the decline,
it might be worthwhile to give increased cultivation for a couple of
seasons—supplemental fertilizers, compost and weekly irrigation
when it is not raining—to see if the plant can be brought to
acceptable performance.

At maturity peonies have a large root run, many of them more than
four feetin diameter and extending more than 18 inches deep when
in a well aerated soil. Prepare the soil widely and well. They want
good fertility, well fortified with both organic matter and mineral
nutrients. Most kinds do best with the soil near neutral in acidity. In
heavier soils raised beds are generally advantageous.

To make the best use of their growing season they need soil moisture
so long as the leaves remain green, either from rainfall or
supplemental irrigation. Once weekly thorough irrigation is needed
when there is not an inch of rain per week.

For additional information obtain a copy of Handbook of the Peony.
Don Hollingsworth — Maryville, Missouri

CULTIVARS, BACKYARD GARDENING, CULTURE, LANDSCAPING, RESEARCH, HYBRIDIZING, CUTFLOWERS
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Book Review
Harvey Buchite, Vice-President & Director — Anoka, Minnesota

THE GARDENER’S PEONY
HERBACEOUS AND TREE PEONIES
BY MARTIN PAGE

What a treat it is to read a peony book that is full of well-
researched information, not just a light brush of the
subject that leaves you hungry for more details. The
generous supply of excellent photos enhances the reading
experience too. If you are wondering about what species
peonies are like you’ll love the in depth coverage on each
one and the balanced treatment of the current research
and thoughts on their relationships to one another.

For the peony grower looking for information to help select
peonies for their garden you’ll be thrilled with the
descriptions of all the types of peonies, from species,
herbaceous, hybrids, Chinese tree, Japanese tree and the
new intersectional hybrids. Clearly written and with
enough detail to distinguish one pink double peony from
another you’ll also find the season of bloom, height and
whether they are fragrant or good cut flower varieties.

This book that is so easy to read shows its scholarly
research clearly in the chapters on morphology, taxonomy
and the species. I think you will hardly need to find room
on your bookshelf for The Gardener’s Peony, as you will
want it close at hand for reading whenever you have a
spare moment.

PUBLISHED 2005
TIMBER PRESS — PORTLAND, OREGON
7 X 10 INCHES, HARDCOVER

267 PAGES, 200 COLOR PHOTOS

163

Go 810



Time Travel to the Year 2005

Peter Waltz, Director & President — Exeter, New Hampshire

This article is yet another tribute to Professor Arthur Percy
Saunders (1869-1953), whose early work with species peonies
can continue to shape the future of peony breeding. In order to
make more of the Saunders gene combinations (as found in these
hybrids) available, here are two more of his plants that somehow
managed to survive to the present, although never distributed in
his lifetime. Both are beautiful garden plants, with a wildflower-
like quality.

The first of these is registered as HONORED GUEST and is the
result of a cross done ¢.1936, broteroi x mlokosewitschii (abbrevi-
ated here as (BxM)). This cross produced 11 plants. Saunders
tended to group very similar progeny into a group, which he re-
ferred to as a ‘strain’ and that was the case with these 11 seed-
lings. Therefore, although I have multiple plants, I cannot be
sure how many of the 11 original genetically-different plants they
represent. I believe that the successive history of these plants is
as follows. At the death of Saunders, they remained with Silvia
Saunders. When Silvia decided that all her father’s remaining
plants should be distributed to actively breeding growers, they
went to Roy Pehrson. When Roy could no longer care for them,
they went to Chris Laning; and when Chris was no longer using
them in his breeding, they ended up here. Mature size of the
plant is about 18-inches tall and the root mass increases rela-
tively rapidly. Flowers open a very pale pink, fading to cream.
Ultimately the foliage resembles mlokosewitschii much more than
broteroi, but while expanding, the leaves resemble a combina-
tion of the two.

The second plant is registered as TIME TRAVELER and is the
result of a cross done ¢.1931, emodi x mlokosewitschii (abbreviated
here as (ExM)). This cross produced five plants. Again these plants
were grouped together without separate identification, so I cannot
be sure how many of the original five genetically-different plants
are represented. The history is, I believe, the same as above, from
Silvia Saunders to Roy Pehrson to Chris Laning to myself. Mature
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small and of the palest yellow, fading to white. The flowers are
upright like mlokosewitschii and not nodding like emodi. The
leaves do not look exactly like either parent, but are beautiful in
their own right, being a pale yellow green and divided like emodi.
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Perhaps the most remarkable feature of these plants is that they
are still alive today. I say this because many other Saunders
plants of similar vintage have all disappeared. As examples of
apparently extinct Saunders plants, consider DIANTHA,
BELINDA, PLAYMATE, FIREFLAME and SILVER DAWN.
Nearly-extinct Saunders plants include GWENDA, REWARD,
ECLIPSE and LITTLE DORRIT. From personal observation, the
Saunders plants which have not survived well can be described
as somewhat lacking in vigor or relatively physiologically weak.
Regardless of culture, these roots of these plants almost never
attain a large biomass. Contrast this behavior with ARCHANGEL
or GARDEN PEACE and you will perhaps realize why
ARCHANGEL and GARDEN PEACE are still here today. If I
were a complete mystic, I could believe that these two newly
named Saunders plants were time travelers who chose to be here
as honored guests in my garden. I admit only that the names
TIME TRAVELER and HONORED GUEST are probably the
result of mystic daydreaming.

HONORED GUEST (A. P. Saunders / Peter Waltz, 2005) here & at right

In spite of low population numbers, long time span and benign
neglect the plants have persisted. In Chris’ garden, both of these
groups of plants were crowded and shaded by a tall row of
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magnolia virginiana
trees. The root space was
packed full of magnolia
feeder roots and the
peonies were shaded
part of the day.
Nevertheless, they
survived. Here in Exeter,
not a single division of
(BxM) has died in the ten
years they have been
here. Consequently, it
is likely that HONORED
GUEST will survive in ordinary garden culture better than either
of the individual species plants in its parentage. TIME
TRAVELER is less adaptable and there have always been fewer
of these divisions. In order to ensure the continued existence of
TIME TRAVELER, its distribution may be limited for some time
to serious growers and preservation gardens.

Of the two, HONORED GUEST (BxM) is a better propagator,
having some ability to produce adventitious buds on the roots,
where TIME TRAVELER (ExM) does not have that ability. By
the time I dug these plants, Chris Laning had been growing both
types for about 15 years and by his account, not one of any of
them ever made a viable seed. The same has been true here.
WELCOME GUEST makes many hollow seeds, but TIME
TRAVELER usually not even one hollow seed. Nevertheless, both
have abundant pollen and for this they are valuable for further
work. Early observations of (ExM) pollen used on large tetraploid
plants suggest even larger progeny with great vigor. The effect of
(BxM) pollen on other plants so far has been more modest.

My goal in introducing these plants is to ensure their continued
survival. Saunders was possibly lucky, at least in the case of
(ExM), because I have repeated that cross twice and no seed has
developed. I have not repeated the (BxM) cross because none of
the broteroi plants here have bloomed. It is my hope that there
are some serious peony breeders who will acquire and use these
plants. ars
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Cricket Hill Garden

Although we
specialize in a
large selection
Chinese tree
peonies, we also
offer Chinese
herbaceous
peonies as well
as our own early
blooming, hybrid
herbaceous
peonies.

Ask for our color
catalog or see
our website for
details,

Chinese tree peony, Luoyang Red

www.treepeony.com

Coming this spring, a definitive new peony book will
be available. Published by Timber Press, written by
Martin Page, The Gardener's Peony will inform and
delight every peony lover. Save $10 on list price,
only $29.95, add $6.00 for first class shipping.

Cricket Hill Garden

670 Walnut Hill Rd. Thomaston, CT 06787
860-283-1042
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SEVALD NURSERY

EONIES

CATALOG $1.00 (REFUND WITH ORDER)
MAIL ADDRESS: 4937 3RD AVE. S., MPLS., MN 55409
TEL: (EVENINGS OR EARLY MORNINGS) 612-822-3279
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Andrea and Fern Leaf peonies

[he

cony

Herbaceous
Peonies

(jarden

Get Your

FREE CATALOG!

www.peonygarden.net
contact@peonygarden.net
(319) 896-1120 (voice mail)

The Peony Garden
P.O. Box 495 » Center Point, 1A 52213

Tree Peony Garden

www.treepeonygarden.com

Golden Wheel

Phone: (814)360-1492
Email:sales@treepeonygarden.com
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Prominent basal flares are a common and delightful characteristic
of the tree peony group. This characteristic is most beautifully
displayed by the species P. rockii or any of it’s various closely
related varieties such as ROCK’S VARIETY or JOSEPH ROCK.
In recent years, P. rockii has been used extensively in China to
create a plethora of new and beautiful flared tree peony hybrids
known collectively as “Rockii Hybrids”. These new hybrids are
now available in a wide range of colors, but as a group are
characterized by their extra large and very prominent “rockii”
flares. Many examples of these new hybrids can be found in the
new book Chinese Flare Mudan (ISBN 7-5038-3968-6).

AN INTERSECTIONAL POINT OF VIEW

Don R. Smith, APS Director
WYest Newton, Massachusetts

INTERSECTIONAL PEONIES WITH FLARE

Flowers with flares are also a common occurrence in the
intersectional hybrids. Overall, nearly 66.7% of my hybrids have
flowers with basal flares. In many cases these flares are small
and lightly colored and, therefore, barely noticeable (21%). More
often (42%), they are medium to large and thus are much more
prominent. Rarely, however, do these flares approach the size
and prominence of those displayed by ROCK’S VARIETY. As a
result, I have long wanted to transfer the “rockii” genes for these
flares into the gene pool of the intersectional hybrids. I have tried
for many years to accomplish this transfer by using pollen from
P. rockii and numerous “rockii” hybrids on the lactiflora variety
MARTHA W. As with my many attempts using pollen from
various suffruticosa varieties on MARTHA W., these efforts have
failed to yield any seeds.
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In 1999, I decided to try a different approach to introduce “rockii”
genes into the intersectional hybrids. Creation of new and
improved hybrids often involves finding ways to break down or
break through or somehow get around any number of difficult
fertility barriers, which frequently stand in the way of significant
progress. This new approach was initiated as part of a larger
shift in my overall breeding strategy directed towards reducing
the amount of lutea influence in my intersectional progeny. To
accomplish this goal I began using pollen from a number of
registered and unregistered Daphnis advanced generation lutea

This plant has the Seedling Identification Number (SIN) IC-99-17 and the
Garden Location Number (GLN) R5P 17 and its flowers were greatly admired

by numerous visitors at the APS Exhibition this year in Portland, Maine.

hybrids. These were primarily backcross hybrids (BC1) with a
3:1 mix of moutan to lutea chromosomes. In addition to reducing
the lutea influence in my intersectional progeny, this approach
also provided an opportunity for an indirect or “back door” way
of trying to introduce “rockii” genes into the intersectional group.
Generally, the 3:1 backcross hybrids are much less fertile than
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the more usual advanced generation hybrids (those with a 1:1
chromosome ratio) such as GOLDEN ERA. Nevertheless, some
of these hybrids do exhibit useful fertility and over the last five
years, numerous seeds were obtained from several of these rare
Daphnis hybrids. From these various seeds about a dozen plants
have grown and survived. Of the three BC hybrids that produced
intersectional progeny, ZEPHYRUS and an unnamed and
unregistered hybrid, D-67, were the most effective parents, each
producing about a half dozen hybrid plants.

The parentage of ZEPHYRUS i1s SUIHO-HAKU x F2A. It has
excellent semi-double-double flowers with large dark flares. The
pedigree of D-67 is F2B x CHONI. Although the flowers of D-67
are completely unremarkable, it was the parentage of this hybrid
that was especially intriguing to me. CHONI is a plant grown by
Bill Gratwick that can be traced to seed first collected by Joseph
Rock from a plant found in the garden at the Choni lamasery
(i.e., monastery) in Gansu, China where Rock lived for a year in
1925-26. This plant has been described as having single mauve
flowers with large flares. There has always been some uncertainty
concerning the identity and origin of this plant, but there is little
doubt that it is closely related to ROCK’S VARIETY and may
even be the true P. rockii species. At a minimum, it is no less
than a “rockii” hybrid. Fortunately, the exact details of this plant’s
origin are unimportant, since one fact is quite clear; CHONI has
flowers with “rockii” type flares and thus must carry the genes
for the big, beautiful flares that I am trying to transfer to the
intersectional group. I had no information concerning the fertility
of D-67 or other similar Daphnis hybrids and to my knowledge
this plant had never been tried as a parent in the intersectional
cross. However, based on my experience with various other
Daphnis backcross hybrids, I figured my chances were about 50:50
that its pollen would produce some seed when used on MARTHA
W. In the final analysis, I felt this approach gave me the best
chance for success and thus I forged ahead with a wheelbarrow
full of hope and optimism.

As mentioned earlier, D-67 did prove to be reasonably effective
as a pollinator and I now have six intersectional hybrids from
this rare Daphnis BC hybrid. One of these plants bloomed for
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the first time last year and displayed several large single flowers
with huge plum colored basal flares that closely resembled those
of ROCK’S VARIETY. This year it bloomed for the second time
with close to 30 blooms and was a strong contender for both the
prettiest flower in my garden as well as the most outstanding
plant. The flowers start out very light yellow heavily flushed with
deep lavender pink when first open, but quickly fade to creamy
white with a broad, pink picotee edge and a bold and beautiful
center featuring big, broad (1 %-inch long x %-inch wide) dark
plum flares. This plant has the Seedling Identification Number
(SIN) IC-99-17 and the Garden Location Number (GLN) R5P17
and its flowers were greatly admired by numerous visitors at the
APS Exhibition this year in Portland, Maine. I am now anxiously
waiting for the remainder of these interesting new hybrids to
bloom over the next few years. With a little luck, three more of
this group should bloom next season. In addition, I believe a few
of the ZEPHYRUS progeny will also bloom next year as well.
This unique group of intersectional siblings could also produce
some very exciting new hybrids. Overall, it looks like 2006 could
be another very interesting year for my breeding program.

As an interesting final note, I recently came across photos of F2A
and F2B on the website of Walter Good (www.paeonia.ch/portrate/
Nasso4e.htm). It has been widely reported over the years that
both of the Saunders F2’s have flowers that are quite
unremarkable, which is to say, they have very ordinary single
flowers with little or nothing special to recommend them. Since I
have not seen either of these plants or flowers first hand, I will
not argue with this overall representation of these plants.
However, based on these reports, I was a little surprised by the
photo of F2B. It shows a rather pretty bright yellow single with
relatively large, prominent, dark red basal flares—not spectacular
by any measure, but definitely not unattractive either. Assuming
this is an accurate picture of F2B, this would indicate that both
parents of D-67 have ra